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|HE  greatest  of  English  historians,  Macaulay,  and  one  of  the  most  brilliant  writers  of 
the  present  centn  ry ,  has  said :  "The  history  of  a  country  is  best  told  in  a  record  of  the 
lives  of  its  people."  In  conformity  with  this  idea  the  Portrait  and  Biographical 
Album  of  this  county  has  been  prepared.     Instead  of  going  to  musty  records,  and 
taking  therefrom  dry  statistical  matter  that  can  be  appreciated   by  but  few,  our 
corps  of  writers  have  gone  to  the  people,  the  men  and  women  who  have,  by  their 
enterprise  and  industry,  brought  the  county  to  a  rank  second  to  none  among  those 
comprising  this  great  and  noble  State,  and  from  their  lips  have  the  story  of  their  life 
struggles.     No  more  interesting  or  instructive  matter  could  be  presented  to  an  intelli- 
gent°public.     In  this  volume  will  be  found  a  record  of  many  whose  lives  are  worthy  the 
imitation  of  coming  generations.     It  tells  how  some,  commencing  life  in  poverty,  by 
industry   and  economy  have  accumulated   wealth.     It  tells  how  others,  with  limited 
advantages  for  securing  an  education,  have  become  learned  men  and  women,  with  an 
nfluence  extending  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land.     It  tells  of  men  who 
have  risen  from  the  lower  walks  of  life  to  eminence  as  statesmen,  and  whose  names  have 
become  famous.     It  tells  of  those  in  every  walk  in  life  who  have  striven  to  succeed,  and 
records  how  that  success  has  usually  crowned  their  efforts.     It  tells  also  of  many,  very 
jiany,  who,  not  seeking  the  applause  of  the  world,  have  pursued  "the  even  tenor  of  their  way,"  content 
to  have  it  said  of  them  as  Christ  said  of  the  woman  performing  a  deed  of  mercy— "they  have  done  what 
they  could."     It  tells  how  that  many  in  the  pride  and  strength  of  young  manhood  left  the  plow  and  the 
anvil,  the  lawyer's  office  and  the  counting-room,  left  every  trade  and  profession,  and  at  their  country's 
call  went  forth  valiantly  "to  do  or  die,"  and  how  through  their  efforts  the  Union  was  restored   and  peace 
once  more  reigned  in  the  land.     In  the  life  of  every  man  and  of  every  woman  is  a  lesson  that  should  not 
be  lost  upon  those  who  follow  after. 

Coming  generations  will  appreciate  this  volume  and  preserve  it  as  a  sacred  treasure,  from  the  fact 
that  ikeontains  so  much  that  would  never  find  its  way  into  public  records,  and  which  would  otherwise  be 
inaccessible.  Great  care  has  been  taken  in  the  compilation  of  the  work  and  every  opportunity  possible 
o-iven  to  those  represented  to  insure  correctness  in  what  has  been  written,  and  the  publishers  flatter  them- 
selves that  they  give  to  their  readers  a  work  with  few  errors  of  consequence.  In  addition  to  the  biograph- 
ical sketches,  portraits  of  a  number  of  representative  citizens  are  given. 

The  faces  of  some,  and  biographical  sketches  of  many,  will  be  missed  in  this  volume.  For  this  the 
publishers  are  not  to  blame.  Not  having  a  proper  conception  of  the  work,  some  refused  to  give  the 
information  necessary  to  compile  a  sketch,  while  others  were  indifferent.  Occasionally  some  member  of 
the  family  would  oppose  the  enterprise,  and  on  account  of  such  opposition  the  support  of  the  interested 
one  would  be  withheld.     In  a  few  instances  men  could  never  be  found,  though  repeated  calls  were  made 

at  their  residence  or  place  of  business. 

CHAPMAN  BROS. 
Chicago,  June,  1891. 
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HE  Father  of  our  Country  was 
born  in  Westmorland  Co.,  Va., 
Feb.  22,  1732.  His  parents 
were  Augustine  and  Mary 
(Ball)  Washington.  The  family 
to  which  he  belonged  has  not 
been  satisfactorily  traced  in 
England.  His  great-grand- 
father, John  Washington,  em- 
igrated to  Virginia  about  165.7, 
and  became  a  prosperous 
planter.  He  had  two  sons, 
Lawrence  and  John.  The 
former  married  Mildred  Warner 
and  had  three  children,  John, 
Augustine  and  Mildred.  Augus- 
tine, the  father  of  George,  first 
married  Jane  Butler,  who  bore 
him  four  children,  two  of  whom, 
Lawrence  and  Augustine,  reached 
maturity.  Of  six  children  by  his 
second  marriage,  George  was  the 
eldest,  the  others  being  Betty, 
Samuel,  John  Augustine,  Charles 
and  Mildred. 
Augustine  Washington,  the  father  of  George,  died 
in  1743,  leaving  a  large  landed  property.  To  his 
eldest  son,  Lawrence,  he  bequeathed  an  estate  on 
the  Patomac,  afterwards  known  as  Mount  Vernon, 
and  to  George  he  left  the  parental  residence.  George 
received  only  such  education  as  the  neighborhood 
schools  afforded,  save  for  a  short  time  after  he  left 
school,  when  he  received  private  instruction  in 
mathemarics.      His    spelling  was   rather   defective. 


Remarkable  stories  are  told  of  his  great  physica5 
strength  and  development  at  an  early  age.  He  was 
an  acknowledged  leader  among  his  companions,  and 
was  early  noted  for  that  nobleness  of  character,  fair- 
ness and  veracity  which  characterized  his  whole  life. 

When  George  was  1 4  years  old  he  had  a  desire  to  go  to 
sea,  and  a  midshipman's  warrant  was  secured  for  him, 
but  through  the  opposition  of  his  mother  the  idea  was 
abandontd.  Two  years  later  he  was  appointed 
surveyor  to  the  immense  estate  of  Lord  Fairfax.  In 
this  business  he  spent  three  years  in  a  rough  frontier 
life,  gaining  experience  which  afterwards  proved  very 
essential  to  him.  In  175  t,  though  only  19  years  of 
age,  he  was  appointed  adjutant  with  the  rank  of 
major  in  the  Virginia  militia,  then  being  trained  for 
active  service  against  the  French  and  Indians.  Soon 
after  this  he  sailed  to  the  West  Indies  with  his  brother 
Lawrence,  who  went  there  to  restore  his  health.  They 
soon  returned,  and  in  the  summer  of  1752  Lawrence 
died,  leaving  a  large  fortune  to  an  infant  daughter 
who  did  not  long  survive  him.  On  her  demise  the* 
estate  of  Mount  Vernon  was  given  to  George. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  Robert  Dinwiddie,  as  Lieuten- 
ant-Governor of  Virginia,  in  1752,  the  militia  was 
reorganized,  and  the  province  divided  into  four  mili- 
tary districts,  of  which  the  northern  was  assigned  to 
Washington  as  adjutant  general.  Shortly  after  this 
a  very  perilous  mission  was  assigned  him  and  ac- 
cepted, which  others  had  refused.  This  was  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  French  post  near  Lake  Erie  in  North- 
western Pennsylvania.  The  distance  to  be  traversed 
was  between  500  and  600  miles.  Winter  was  at  hand, 
and  the  journey  was  to  be  made  without  military 
escort,  through  a  territory  occupied  by  Indians.     The 


GEORGE   WASHINGTON. 


trip  was  a  perilous  one,  and  several  times  he  came  near 
losing  his  life,  yet  he  returned  in  safety  and  furnished 
a  full  and  useful  report  of  his  expedition.  A  regiment 
of  300  men  was  raised  in  Virginia  and  put  in  com- 
mand of  Col.  Joshua  Fry,  and  Major  Washington  was 
commissioned  lieutenant-colonel.  Active  war  was 
then  begun  against  the  French  and  Indians,  in  which 
Washington  took  a  most  important  part.  In  the 
memorable  event  of  July  9,  1755,  known  as  Brad- 
dock's  defeat,  Washington  was  almost  the  only  officer 
of  distinction  who  escaped  from  the  calamities  of  the 
day  with  life  and  honor.  The  other  aids  of  Braddock 
were  disabled  early  in  the  action,  and  Washington 
alone  was  left  in  that  capacity  on  the  field.  In  a  letter 
to  his  brother  he  says :  "  I  had  four  bullets  through 
my  coat,  and  two  horses  shot  under  me,  yet  I  escaped 
unhurt,  though  death  was  leveling  my  companions 
on  every  side."  An  Indian  sharpshooter  said  he  was 
not  born  to  be  killed  by  a  bullet,  for  he  had  taken 
direct  aim  at  him  seventeen  times,  and  failed  to  hit 
him. 

After  having  been  five  years  in  the  military  service, 
and  vainly  sought  promotion  in  the  royal  army,  he 
look  advantage  of  the  fall  of  Fort  Duquesne  and  the 
expulsion  of  the  French  from  the  valley  of  the  Ohio, 
co  resign  his  commission.  Soon  after  he  entered  the 
Legislature,  where,  although  not  a  leader,  he  took  an 
active  and  important  part.  January  17,  1759,  he 
married  Mrs.  Martha  (Dandridge)  Custis,  the  wealthy 
widow  of  John  Parke  Custis. 

When  the  British  Parliament  had  closed  the  port 
*if  Boston,  the  cry  went  up  throughout  the  provinces 
that  "The  cause  of  Boston  is  the  cause  of  us  all." 
It  was  then,  at  the  suggestion  of  Virginia,  that  a  Con- 
gress of  all  the  colonies  was  called  to  meet  at  Phila- 
delphia,Sept.  5,  1774,  to  secure  their  common  liberties, 
peaceably  if  possible.  To  this  Congress  Col.  Wash- 
ington was  sent  as  a  delegate.  On  May  10,  1775,  the 
Congress  re-assembled,  when  the  hostile  intentions  of 
England  were  plainly  apparent.  The  battles  of  Con- 
cord and  Lexington  had  been  fought.  Among  the 
first  acts  of  this  Congress  was  the  election  of  a  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  colonial  forces.  This  high  and 
responsible  office  was  conferred  upon  Washington, 
who  was  still  a  member  of  the  Congress.  He  accepted 
it  on  June  19,  but  upon  the  express  condition  that  he 
receive  no  salary.  He  would  keep  an  exact  account 
of  expenses  and  expect  Congress  1o  pay  them  and 
nothing  more.  It  is  not  the  object  of  this  sketch  to 
trace  the  military  acts  of  Washington,  to  whom  the 
fortunes  and  liberties  of  the  people  of  this  country 
were  so  long  confided.  The  war  was  conducted  by 
him  under  every  possible  disadvantage,  and  while  his 
forces  often  met  with  reverses,  yet  he  overcame  every 
obstacle,  and  after  seven  years  of  heroic  devotion 
and  matchless  skill  he  gained  liberty  for  the  greatest 
nation  of  earth.  On  Dec.  23,  1783,  Washington,  in 
a  parting  address  of  surpassing  beauty,  resigned  his 


commission  as  commander-in-chief  of  the  army  to 
to  the  Continental  Congress  sitting  at  Annapolis.  He 
retired  immediately  to  Mount  Vernon  and  resumed 
his  occupation  as  a  farmer  and  planter,  shunning  all 
connection  with  public  life. 

In  February,  1 7  89,  Washington  was  unanimously 
elected  President.  In  his  presidential  career  he  was 
subject  to  the  peculiar  trials  incidental  to  a  new 
government ;  trials  from  lack  of  confidence  on  the  part 
of  other  governments;  trials  from  want  of  harmony 
between  the  different  sections  of  our  own  country; 
trials  from  the  impoverished  condition  of  the  country, 
owing  to  the  war  and  want  of  credit;  trials  from  the 
beginnings  of  party  strife.  He  was  no  partisan.  His 
clear  judgment  could  discern  the  golden  mean ;  and 
while  perhaps  this  alone  kept  our  government  from 
sinking  at  the  very  outset,  it  left  him  exposed  to 
attacks  from  both  sides,  which  were  often  bitter  and 
very  annoying. 

At  the  expiration  of  his  first  term  he  was  unani- 
mously re-elected.  At  the  end  of  this  term  many 
were  anxious  that  he  be  re-elected,  but  he  absolutely 
refused  a  third  nomination.  On  the  fourth  of  March, 
1797,  at  tne  expiraton  of  his  second  term  as  Presi- 
dent, he  returned  to  his  home,  hoping  to  pass  there 
his  few  remaining  years  free  from  the  annoyances  of 
public  life.  Later  in  the  year,  however,  his  repose 
seemed  likely  to  be  interrupted  by  war  with  France. 
At  the  prospect  of  such  a  war  he  was  again  urged  to 
take  command  of  the  armies.  He  chose  his  sub- 
ordinate officers  and  left  to  them  the  charge  of  mat- 
ters in  the  field,  which  he  superintended  from  his 
home.  In  accepting  the  command  he  made  the 
reservation  that  he  was  not  to  be  in  the  field  until 
it  was  necessary.  In  the  midst  of  these  preparations 
his  life  was  suddenly  cut  off.  December  12,  he  took 
a  severe  cold  from  a  ride  in  the  rain,  which,  settling 
in  his  throat,  produced  inflammation,  and  terminated 
fatally  on  the  night  of  the  fourteenth.  On  the  eigh- 
teenth his  body  was  borne  with  military  honors  to  its 
final  resting  place,  and  interred  in  the  family  vault  at 
Mount  Vernon. 

Of  the  character  of  Washington  it  is  impossible  to 
speak  but  in  terms  of  the  highest  respect  and  ad- 
miration. The  more  we  see  of  the  operations  of 
our  government,  and  the  more  deeply  we  feel  the 
difficulty  of  uniting  all  opinions  in  a  common  interest, 
the  more  highly  we  must  estimate  the  force  of  his  tal- 
ent and  character,  which  have  been  able  to  challenge 
the  reverence  of  all  parties,  and  principles,  and  na- 
tions, and  to  win  a  fame  as  extended  as  the  limits 
of  the  globe,  and  which  we  cannot  but  believe  will 
be  as  lasting  as  the  existence  of  man. 

The  person  of  Washington  was  unusally  tan,  erect 
and  well  proportioned.  His  muscular  strength  was 
great.  His  features  were  of  a  beautiful  symmetry. 
He  commanded  respect  without  any  appearance  oi 
haughtiness,  and  ever  serious  without  b^iug  dull. 
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OHN    ADAMS,    the    second 
a  President  and  the   first    Vice- 
-President of  the  United  States, 
was   born   in  Braintree    ( now 
Quincy),Mass.,  and  about  ten 
miles   from    Boston,    Oct.    19, 
1735.  His  great-grandfather,  Henry 
Adams,   emigrated   from    England 
about  1640,  with  a  family  of  eight 
sons,  and  settled  at  Braintree.  The 
parents   of  John   were   John    and 
Susannah  (Boylston)  Adams,     His 
father   was    a    farmer    of    limited 
means,  to  which  he  added  the  bus- 
iness of  shoemaking.      He  gave  his 
eldest  son,  John,  a  classical  educa- 
'  tion    at   Harvard    College.      John 

graduated  in  1755,  and  at  once  took  charge  of  the 
school  in  Worcester,  Mass.  This  he  found  but  a 
'school  of  affliction,"  from  which  he  endeavored  to 
gain  relief  by  devoting  himself,  in  addition,  to  the 
study  of  law.  For  this  purpose  he  placed  himself 
under  the  tuition  of  the  only  lawyer  in  the  town.  He 
had  thought  seriously  of  the  clerical  profession 
but  seems  to  have  been  turned  from  this  by  what  he 
termed  "  the  frightful  engines  of  ecclesiastical  coun- 
jils,  of  diabolical  malice,  and  Calvanistic  good  nature,'' 
of  the  operations  of  which  he  had  been  a  witness  in 
his  native  town.  He  was  well  fitted  for  the  legal 
profession,  possessing  a  clear,  sonorous  voice,  being 
ready  and  fluent  of  speech,  and  having  quick  percep- 
tive powers.  He  gradually  gained  practice,  and  in 
1764  married  Abigail  Smith,  a  daughter  of  a  minister, 
and  a  lady  of  superior  intelligence.  Shortly  after  his 
marriage,  (17^5),  the  attempt  of  Parliamentary  taxa- 
tion turned  him  from  law  to  politics.  He  took  initial 
steps  toward  holdin&  a  town  meeting,  and  the  resolu- 


tions he  offered  on  the  subject  became  very  populai 
throughout  the  Province,  and  were  adopted  word  for 
word  by  over  forty  different  towns.  He  moved  to  Bos- 
ton in  1768,  and  became  one  of  the  most  courageous 
and  prominent  advocates  of  the  popular  cause,  and 
was  chosen  a  member  of  the  General  Court  (the  Leg- 
lislature)  in  1770. 

Mr.  Adams  was  chosen  one  of  the  first  delegates 
from  Massachusetts  to  the  first  Continental  Congress, 
which  met  in  1774.  Here  he  distinguished  himselt 
by  his  capacity  for  business  and  for  debate,  and  ad- 
vocated the  movement  for  independence  against  the 
majority  of  the  members.  In  May,  1776,  he  moved 
and  carried  a  resolution  in  Congress  that  the  Colonies 
should  assume  the  duties  of  self-government.  He 
was  a  prominent  member  of  the  committee  of  nve 
appointed  June  n,  to  prepare  a  declaration  of  inde- 
pendence. This* article  was  drawn  by  Jefferson,  but 
on  Adams  devolved  the  task  of  battling  it  through 
Congress  in  a  three  days  debate. 

On  the  day  after  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
was  passed,  while  his  soul  was  yet  warm  with  the 
glow  of  excited  feeling,  he  wrote  a  letter  to  his  wife 
which,  as  we  read  it  now,  seems  to  have  been  dictated 
by  the  spirit  of  prophecy.  "Yesterday,"  he  says,  "the 
greatest  question  was  decided  that  ever  was  debated 
in  America;  and  greater,  perhaps,  never  was  or  wiL 
be  decided  among  men.  A  resolution  was  passed 
without  one  dissenting  colony,  '  that  these  United 
States  are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  free  and  inde- 
pendent states.'  The  day  is  passed.  The  fourth  of 
July,  1776,  will  be  a  memorable  epoch  in  the  history 
of  America.  I  am  apt  to  believe  it  will  be  celebrated 
by  succeeding  generations,  as  the  great  anniversary 
festival.  It  ought  to  be  commemorated  as  the  day  of 
deliverance  by  solemn  acts  of  devotion  to  Almighty 
God.     It  ought  to  be  solemnized  with  pomp,  shows. 
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games,  sports,  guns,  bells,  bonfires,  and  illuminations 
from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the  other,  from  this 
time  forward  for  ever.  You  will  think  me  transported 
with  enthusiasm,  but  I  am  not.  I  am  well  aware  of 
the  toil,  and  blood  and  treasure,  that  it  will  cost  to 
maintain  this  declaration,  and  support  and  defend 
these  States;  yet,  through  all  the  gloom,  I  can  see  the 
rays  of  light  and  glory.  I  can  see  that  the  end  is 
worth  more  than  all  the  means;  and  that  posterity 
will  triumph,  although  you  and  I  may  rue,  which  I 
hope  we  shall  not." 

In  November,  1777,  Mr.  Adams  was  appointed  a 
delegate  to  France  and  to  co-operate  with  Bemjamin 
Franklin  and  Arthur  Lee,  who  were  then  in  Paris,  in 
the  endeavor  to  obtain  assistance  in  arms  and  money 
from  the  French  Government.  This  was  a  severe  trial 
to  his  patriotism,  as  it  separated  him  from  his  home, 
compelled  him  to  cross  the  ocean  in  winter,  and  ex- 
posed him  to  great  peril  of  capture  by  the  British  cruis- 
ers, who  were  seeking  him.  He  left  France  June  17, 
1779.  In  September  of  the  same  year  he  was  again 
chosen  to  go  to  Paris,  and  there  hold  himself  in  readi- 
ness to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  peace  and  of  commerce 
with  Great  Britian,  as  soon  as  the  British  Cabinet 
might  be  found  willing  to  listen  to  such  proposels.  He 
sailed  for  France  in  November,  from  there  he  went  to 
Holland,  where  he  negotiated  important  loans  and 
formed  important  commercial  treaties. 

Finally  a  treaty  of  peace  with  England  was  signed 
Jan.  21,  1783.  The  re-action  from  the  excitement, 
toil  and  anxiety  through  which  Mr.  Adams  had  passed 
threw  him  into  a  fever.  After  suffering  from  a  con- 
tinued fever  and  becoming  feeble  and  emaciated  he 
was  advised  to  go  to  England  to  drink  the  waters  of 
Bath.  While  in  England,  still  drooping  and  despond- 
ing, he  received  dispatches  from  his  own  government 
urging  the  necessity  of  his  going  to  Amsterdam  to 
negotiate  another  loan.  It  was  winter,  his  health  was 
delicate,  yet  he  immediately  set  out,  and  through 
storm,  on  sea,  on  horseback  and  foot,hemade  the  trip. 

February  24,  1785,  Congress  appointed  Mr.  Adams 
envoy  to  the  Court  of  St.  James.  Here  he  met  face 
to  face  the  King  of  England,  who  had  so  long  re- 
garded him  as  a  traitor.  As  England  did  not 
condescend  to  appoint  a  minister  to  the  United 
States,  and  as  Mr.  Adams  felt  that  he  was  accom- 
plishing but  little,  he  sought  permission  to  return  to 
his  own  country,  where  he  arrived  in  June,  1788. 

When  Washington  was  first  chosen  President,  John 
Adams,  rendered  illustiious  by  his  signal  services  at 
home  and  abroad,  was  chosen  Vice  President.  Again 
at  the  second  election  of  Washington  as  President, 
Adams  was  chosen  Vice  President.  In  1796,  Wash- 
ington retired  from  public  life,  and  Mr.  Adams  was 
elected  President,though  not  without  much  opposition. 
Serving  in  this  office  four  years,he  was  succeeded  by 
Mr.  Jefferson,  his  opponent  in  politics. 

While   Mr.  Adams  was  Vice  President  the  great 


French  Revolution  shook  the  continent  of  Europe, 
and  it  was  upon  this  point  which  he  was  at  issue  with 
the  majority  of  his  countrymen  led  by  Mr.  Jefferson. 
Mr.  Adams  felt  no  sympathy  with  the  French  people 
in  their  struggle,  for  he  had  no  confidence  in  their 
power  of  self-government,  and  he  utterly  abhored  the 
class  of  atheist  philosophers  who  he  claimed  caused  it. 
On  the  other  hand  Jefferson's  sympathies  were  strongly 
enlisted  in  behalf  of  the  French  people.  Hence  or- 
iginated the  alienation  between  these  distinguished 
men,  and  two  powerful  parties  were  thus  soon  organ- 
ized, Adams  at  the  head  of  the  one  whose  sympathies 
were  with  England  and  Jefferson  led  the  other  in 
sympathy  with  France. 

The  world  has  seldom  seen  a  spectacle  of  more 
moral  beauty  and  grandeur,  than  was  presented  by  the 
old  age  of  Mr.  Adams.  The  violence  of  party  feeling 
had  died  away,  and  he  had  begun  to  receive  that  just 
appreciation  which,  to  most  men,  is  not  accorded  till 
after  death.  No  one  could  look  upon  his  venerable 
form,  and  think  of  what  he  had  done  and  suffered, 
and  how  he  had  given  up  all  the  prime  and  strength 
of  his  life  to  the  public  good,  without  the  deepest 
emotion  of  gratitude  and  respect.  It  was  his  peculiar 
good  fortune  to  witness  the  complete  success  of  the 
institution  which  he  had  been  so  active  in  creating  and 
supporting.  In  1824,  his  cup  of  happiness  was  filled 
to  the  brim,  by  seeing  his  son  elevated  to  the  highest 
station  in  the  gift  of  the  people. 

The  fourth  of  July,  1826,  which  completed  the  half 
century  since  the  signing  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, arrived,  and  there  were  but  three  of  the 
signers  of  that  immortal  instrument  left  upon  the 
earth  to  hail  its  morning  light.  And,  as  it  is 
well  known,  on  that  day  two  of  these  finished  their 
earthly  pilgrimage,  a  coincidence  so  remarkable  as 
to  seem  miraculous.  For  a  few  days  before  Mr. 
Adams  had  been  rapidly  failing,  and  on  the  morning 
of  the  fourth  he  found  himself  too  weak  to  rise  from 
his  bed.  On  being  requested  to  name  a  toast  for  the 
customary  celebration  of  the  day,  he  exclaimed  "  In- 
dependence forever."  When  the  day  was  ushered 
in,  by  the  ringing  of  bells  and  the  firing  of  cannons, 
he  was  asked  by  one  of  his  attendants  if  he  knew 
what  day  it  was?  He  replied,  "O  yes;  it  is  the  glor- 
ious fourth  of  July — God  bless  it — God  bless  you  all." 
In  the  course  of  the  day  he  said,  "It  is  a  great  and 
glorious  day."  The  last  words  he  uttered  were, 
"Jefferson  survives."  But  he  had,  at  one  o'clock,  re- 
signed his  spirit  into  the  hands  of  his  God. 

The  personal  appearance  and  manners  of  Mr. 
Adams  were  not  particularly  prepossessing.  His  face, 
as  his  portrait  manifests,was  intellectual  ard  expres- 
sive, but  his  figure  was  low  and  ungraceful,  and  his 
manners  were  frequently  abrupt  and  un courteous. 
He  had  neither  the  lofty  dignity  of  Washington,  nor 
the  engaging  elegance  and  gracefulness  which  marked 
the  manners  and  address  of  Jefferson. 
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HOMAS  JEFFERSON  was 

born  April  2,  1743,  at  Shad- 

Ipvvell,  Albermarle  county,  Va. 

His  parents  were  Peter  and 
Jane  (Randolph)  Jefferson, 
the  former  a  native  of  Wales, 
and  the  latter  born  in  Lon- 
don. To  them  were  born  six 
daughters  and  two  sons,  of 
whom  Thomas  was  the  elder. 
When  14  years  of  age  his 
father  died.  He  received  a 
most  liberal  education,  hav- 
ing been  kept  diligently  at  school 
from  the  time  he  was  five  years  of 
age.  In  1760  he  entered  William 
end  Mary  College.  Williamsburg  was  then  the  seat 
of  the  Colonial  Court,  and  it  was  the  obode  of  fashion 
and  splendor.  Young  Jefferson,  who  was  then  17 
years  old,  lived  somewhat  expensively,  keeping  fine 
horses,  and  much  caressed  by  gay  society,  yet  he 
was  earnestly  devoted  to  his  studies,  and  irreproacha- 
able  in  his  morals.  It  is  strange,  however,  under 
such  influences,that  he  was  not  ruined.  In  the  sec- 
ond year  of  his  college  course,  moved  by  some  un- 
explained inward  impulse,  he  discarded  his  horses, 
society,  and  even  his  favorite  violin,  to  which  he  had 
previously  given  much  time.  He  often  devoted  fifteen 
hours  a  day  to  hard  study,  allowing  himself  for  ex- 
ercise only  a  run  in  the  evening  twilight  of  a  mile  out 
of  the  city  and  back  again.  He  thus  attained  very 
high  intellectual  culture,  alike  excellence  in  philoso- 
phy and  the  languages.  The  most  difficult  Latin  and 
Greek  authors  he  read  with  facility.  A  more  finished 
gtfiotyr  has  seldom  gone  forth  from  college  halls ;  an4 


there  was  not  to  be  found,  perhaps,  in  all  Virginia,  a 
more  pureminded,  upright,  gentlemanly  young  man. 

Immediately  upon  leaving  college  he  began  the 
study  of  law.  For  the  short  time  he  continued  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession  he  rose  rapidly  and  distin- 
guished himself  by  his  energy  and  accuteness  as  a 
lawyer.  But  the  times  called  for  greater  action. 
The  policy  of  England  had  awakened  the  spirit  of 
resistance  of  the  American  Colonies,  and  the  enlarged 
views  which  Jefferson  had  ever  entertained,  soon  led 
him  into  active  political  life.  In  1769  he  was  chosen 
a  member  of  the  Virginia  House  of  Burgesses.  In 
1772  he  married  Mrs.  Martha  Skelton,  a  very  beauti- 
ful, wealthy  and  highly  accomplished  young  widow 

Upon  Mr.  Jefferson's  large  estate  at  Shad  well,  th^re 
was  a  majestic  swell  of  land,  called  Monticello,  which 
commanded  a  prospect  of  wonderful  extent  and 
beauty.  This  spot  Mr.  Jefferson  selected  for  his  new 
home;  and  here  he  reared  a  mansion  of  modest  yet 
elegant  architecture,  which,  next  to  Mount  Vernon 
became  the  most  distinguished  resort  in  our  land. 

In  1775  ne  was  sent  t0  tne  Colonial  Congress, 
where,  though  a  silent  member,  his  abilities  as  a 
writer  and  a  reasoner  soon  become  known,  and  he 
was  placed  upon  a  number  of  important  committees, 
and  was  chairman  of  the  one  appointed  for  the  draw- 
ing up  of  a  declaration  of  independence.  This  com- 
mittee consisted  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  John  Adams, 
Benjamin  Franklin,  Roger  Sherman  and  Robert  R. 
Livingston.  Jefferson,  as  chairman,  was  appointed 
to  draw  up  the  paper.  Franklin  and  Adams  suggested 
a  few  verbal  changes  before  it  was  submitted  to  Con- 
gress. On  June  28,  a  few  slight  changes  were  made 
in  it  by  Congress,  and  it  was  passed  and  signed  July 
4?  177^^    Whfit  roust  have  been  the  feelings  gi  tj^t 
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man— what  the  emotions  that  swelled  his  breast — 
who  was  charged  with  the  preparation  of  that  Dec- 
laration, which,  while  it  made  known  the  wrongs  of 
America,  was  also  to  publish  her  to  the  world,  free, 
soverign  and  independent.  It  is  one  of  the  most  re- 
markable papers  ever  written  ;  and  did  no  other  effort 
of  the  mind  of  its  author  exist,  that  alone  would  be 
sufficient  to  stamp  his  name  with  immortality. 

In  1779  Mr.  Jefferson  was  elected  successor  to 
Patrick  Henry,  as  Governor  of  Virginia.  At  one  time 
the  British  officer,  Tarleton,  sent  a  secret  expedition  to 
Monticello,  to  capture  the  Governor.  Scarcely  five 
minutes  elapsed  after  the  hurried  escape  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson and  his  family,  ere  his  mansion  was  in  posses- 
sion of  the  British  troops.  His  wife's  health,  never 
very  good,  was  much  injured  by  this  excitement,  and 
in  the  summer  of  1782  she  died. 

Mr.  Jefferson  was  elected  to  Congress  in  1783. 
Two  years  later  he  was  appointed  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary to  France.  Returning  to  the  United  States 
in  September,  1789,  he  became  Secretary  of  State 
in  Washington's  cabinet.  This  position  he  resigned 
Jan.  i,  1794.  In  1797,  he  was  chosen  Vice  Presi- 
dent, and  four  years  later  was  elected  President  over 
Mr.  Adams,  with  Aaron  Burr  as  Vice  President.  In 
1804  he  was  re-elected  with  wonderful  unanimity, 
and  George  Clinton,  Vice  President. 

The  early  part  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  second  adminstra- 
tion  was  disturbed  by  an  event  which  threatened  the 
tranquility  and  peace  of  the  Union;  this  was  the  con- 
spiracy of  Aaron  Burr.  Defeated  in  the  late  election 
to  the  Vice  Presidency,  and  led  on  by  an  unprincipled 
ambition,  this  extraordinary  man  formed  the  plan  of  a 
military  expedition  into  the  Spanish  territories  on  our 
southwestern  frontier,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  there 
a  new  republic.  This  has  been  generally  supposed 
was  a  mere  pretext ;  and  although  it  has  not  been 
generally  known  what  his  real  plans  were,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  they  were  of  a  far  more  dangerous 
character. 

In  1809,  at  the  expiration  of  the  second  term  for 
which  Mr.  Jefferson  had  been  elected,  he  determined 
to  retire  from  political  life.  For  a  period  of  nearly 
forty  years,  he  had  been  continually  before  the  pub- 
lic, and  all  that  time  had  been  employed  in  offices  of 
the  greatest  trust  and  responsibility.  Having  thus  de- 
voted the  best  part  of  his  life  to  the  service  of  his 
country,  he  now  felt  desirous  of  that  rest  which  his 
declining  years  required,  and  upon  the  organization  of 
the  new  administration,  in  March,  1809,  he  bid  fare- 
well forever  to  public  life,  and  retired  to  Monticello. 

Mr.  Jefferson  was  profuse  in  his  hospitality.  Whole 
families  came  in  their  coaches  with  their  horses, — 
fathers  and  mothers,  boys  and  girls,  babies  and 
nurses, — and  remained  three  and  even  six  months. 
Life  at  Monticello,  for  years,  resembled  that  at  a 
fashionable  watering-place. 

The  fourth  of  July,  i§?6,  being  the  fiftieth  anniver- 


sary of  the  Declaration  of  American  Independence, 
great  preparations  were  made  in  every  part  of  th  1 
Union  for  its  celebration,  as  the  nation  s  jubilee,  aiTi 
the  citizens  of  Washington,  to  add  to  the  solemnity 
of  the  occasion,  invited  Mr.  Jefferson,  as  the  framer; 
and  one  of  the  few  surviving  signers  of  the  Declara- 
tion, to  participate  in  their  festivities.  But  an  ill- 
ness, which  had  been  of  several  weeks  duration,  and 
had  been  continually  increasing,  compelled  him  to 
decline  the  invitation. 

On  the  second  of  July,  the  disease  under  which 
he  was  laboring  left  him,  but  in  such  a  reduced 
state  that  his  medical  attendants,  entertained  nc 
hope  of  his  recovery.  From  this  time  he  was  perfectly 
sensible  that  his  last  hour  was  at  hand.  On  the  next 
day,  which  was  Monday,  he  asked  of  those  around 
him,  the  day  of  the  month,  and  on  being  told  it  was 
the  third  of  July,  he  expressed  the  earnest  wish  tha'; 
he  might  be  permitted  to  breathe  the  air  of  the  fiftieth 
anniversary.  His  prayer  was  heard — that  day,  whose 
dawn  was  hailed  with  such  rapture  through  our  land, 
burst  upon  his  eyes,  and  then  they  were  closed  for- 
ever. And  what  a  noble  consummation  of  a  noble 
life !  To  die  on  that  day, — the  birthday  of  a  nation,-  - 
the  day  which  his  own  name  and  his  own  act  had 
rendered  glorious;  to  die  amidst  the  rejoicings  and 
festivities  of  a  whole  nation,  who  looked  up  to  him, 
as  the  author,  under  God,  of  their  greatest  blessings, 
was  all  that  was  wanting  to  fill  up  the  record  his  life. 

Almost  at  the  same  hour  of  his  death,  the  kin- 
dred spirit  of  the  venerable  Adams,  as  if  to  bear 
him  company,  left  the  scene  of  his  earthly  honors. 
Hand  in  hand  they  had  stood  forth,  the  champions  of 
freedom ;  hand  in  hand,  during  the  dark  and  desper- 
ate struggle  of  the  Revolution,  they  had  cheered  and 
animated  their  desponding  countrymen;  for  half  a 
century  they  had  labored  together  for  the  good  of 
the  country;  and  now  hand  in  hand  they  depart. 
In  their  lives  they  had  been  united  in  the  same  great 
cause  of  liberty,  and  in  their  deaths  they  were  not 
divided. 

In  person  Mr.  Jefferson  was  tall  and  thin,  rather 
above  six  feet  in  height,  but  well  formed;  his  eyes 
were  light,  his  hair  originally  red,  in  after  life  became 
white  and  silvery;  his  complexion  was  fair,  his  fore- 
head broad,  and  his  whole  cour*enance  intelligent  and 
thoughtful.  He  possessed  great  fortitude  of  mind  as 
well  as  personal  courage;  and  his  command  of  tem- 
per was  such  that  his  oldest  and  most  intimate  friends 
never  recollected  to  have  seen  him  in  a  passion. 
His  manners,  though  dignified,  were  simple  and  un- 
affected, and  his  hospitality  was  so  unbounded  that 
all  found  at  his  house  a  ready  welcome.  In  conver- 
sation he  was  fluent,  eloquent  and  enthusiastic ;  and 
his  language  was  remarkably  pure  and  correct.  He 
was  a  finished  classical  scholar,  and  in  his  writings  is 
discernable  the  care  with  which  he  forniecj  his,  style 
upon  the  best  models  of  antiquity  ? 
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AMES    MADISON,    "Father 
of  the  Constitution,"  and  fourth 
jp  President  of  the  United  States, 
was  born  March  16,  1757,  and 
died  at  his   home  in  Virginia, 
June  28,   1836.     The  name  of 
James  Madison  is  inseparably  con- 
nected with  most  of  the  important 
events  in  that  heroic  period  of  our 
country  during  which  the  founda- 
tions of  this  great   republic  were 
laid.  He  was  the  last  of  the  founders 
of  the   Constitution   of  the    United 
States  to   be   called    to   his    eternal 
reward. 

The  Madison  family  were  among 
the  early  emigrants  to  the  New  World, 
landing  upon*the  shores  of  the  Chesa- 
peake but  15  years  after  the  settle- 
ment of  Jamestown.  The  father  of 
James  Madison  was  an  opulent 
planter,  residing  upon  a  very  fine  es- 
tate called  "Montpelier,"  Orange  Co., 
Va.  The  mansion  was  situated  in 
the  midst  of  scenery  highly  pictur- 
esque and  romantic,  on  the  west  side 
of  South-west  Mountain,  at  the  foot  of 
Blue  Ridge.  It  was  but  25  miles  from  the  home  of 
Jefferson  at  Monticello.  The  closest  personal  and 
political  attachment  existed  between  these  illustrious 
men,  from  their  early  youth  until  death. 

The  early  education  of  Mr.  Madison  was  conducted 
mostly  at  home  under  a  private  tutor.  At  the  age  of 
18  he  was  sent  to  Princeton  College,  in  New  Jersey, 
ff  ere  he  applied  himself  to  study  with  the  most  im- 


prudent zeal;  allowing  himself,  for  months,  but  three 
hours'  sleep  out  of  the  24.  His  health  thus  became  so 
seriously  impaired  that  he  never  recovered  any  vigor 
of  constitution.  He  graduated  in  1771,  with  a  feeble 
body,  with  a  character  of  utmost  purity,  and  with  a 
mind  highly  disciplined  and  richly  stored  with  learning 
which  embellished  and  gave  proficiency  to  his  subsr " 
quent  career. 

Returning  to  Virginia,  he  commenced  the  study  of 
law  and  a  course  of  extensive  and  systematic  reading. 
This  educational  course,  the  spirit  of  the  times  in 
which  he  lived,  and  the  society  with  which  he  asso- 
ciated, all  combined  to  inspire  him  with  a  strong 
love  of  liberty,  and  to  train  him  for  his  life-work  ot 
a  statesman.  Being  naturally  of  a  religious  turn  of 
mind,  and  his  frail  health  leading  him  to  think  that 
his  life  was  not  to  be  long,  he  directed  especial  atten- 
tion to  theological  studies.  Endowed  with  a  mind 
singularly  free  from  passion  and  prejudice,  and  with 
almost  unequalled  powers  of  reasoning,  he  weighed 
all  the  arguments  for  and  against  revealed  religion, 
until  his  faith  became  so  established  as  never  to 
be  shaken. 

In  the  spring  of  1776,  when  26  years  of  age,  he 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  Virginia  Convention,  to 
frame  the  constitution  of  the  State.  The  next  year 
(1777),  he  was  a  candidate  for  the  General  Assembly. 
He  refused  to  treat  the  whisky-loving  voters,  and 
consequently  lost  his  election ;  but  those  who  had 
witnessed  the  talent,  energy  and  public  spirit  of  the 
modest  young  man,  enlisted  themselves  in  his  behalf, 
and  he  was  appointed  to  the    Executive  Council. 

Both  Patrick  Henry  and  Thomas  Jefferson  were 
Governors  of  Virginia  while  Mr.  Madison  remained 
m$m/per  of  the  Council ;    and  their  appreciation,  of  \\\% 
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intellectual,  social  and  moral  worth,  contributed  not 
a  little  to  his  subsequent  eminence.  In  the  year 
1780,  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Continental 
Congress.  Here  he  met  the  most  illustrious  men  in 
our  land,  and  he  was  immediately  assigned  to  one  of 
the  most  conspicuous  positions  among  them. 

For  three  years  Mr.  Madison  continued  in  Con- 
gress, one  of  its  most  active  and  influential  members. 
In  the  year  1784,  his  term  having  expired,  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  Virginia  Legislature. 

No  man  felt  more  deeply  than  Mr.  Madison  the 
utter  inefficiency  of  the  old  confederacy,  with  no  na- 
tional government,  with  no  power  to  form  treaties 
which  would  be  binding,  or  to  enforce  law.  There 
was  not  any  State  more  prominent  than  Virginia  in 
the  declaration,  that  an  efficient  national  government 
must  be  formed.  In  January,  1786,  Mr.  Madison 
carried  a  resolution  through  the  General  Assembly  of 
Virginia,  inviting  the  other  States  to  appoint  commis- 
sioners to  meet  in  convention  at  Annapolis  to  discuss 
this  subject.  Five  States  only  were  represented.  The 
convention,  however,  issued  another  call,  drawn  up 
by  Mr.  Madison,  urging  all  the  States  to  send  their 
delegates  to  Philadelphia,  in  May,  1787,  to  draft 
a  Constitution  for  the  United  States,  to  take  the  place 
of  that  Confederate  League.  The  delegates  met  at 
the  time  appointed.  Every  State  but  Rhode  Island 
^as  represented.  George  Washington  was  chosen 
president  of  the  convention ;  and  the  present  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  was  then  and  there  formed. 
There  was,  perhaps,  no  mind  and  no  pen  more  ac- 
tive in  framing  this  immortal  document  than  the  mind 
and  the  pen  of  James  Madison. 

The  Constitution,  adopted  by  a  vote  81  to  79,  was 
to  be  presented  to  the  several  States  for  acceptance. 
But  grave  solicitude  was  felt.  Should  it  be  rejected 
we  should  be  left  but  a  conglomeration  of  independent 
States,  with  but  little  power  at  home  and  little  respect 
abroad.  Mr.  Madison  was  selected  by  the  conven- 
tion to  draw  up  an  address  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  expounding  the  principles  of  the  Constitution, 
and  urging  its  adoption.  There  was  great  opposition 
to  it  at  first,  but  it  at  length  triumphed  over  all,  and 
went  into  effect  in  1789. 

Mr.  Madison  was  elected  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  the  first  Congress,  and  soon  became  the 
avowed  leader  of  the  Republican  party.  While  in 
New  York  attending  Congress,  he  met  Mrs.  Todd,  a 
young  widow  of  remarkable  power  of  fascination, 
whom  he  married.  She  was  in  person  and  character 
queenly,  and  probably  no  lady  has  thus  far  occupied 
so  prominent  a  position  in  the  very  peculiar  society 
which  has  constituted  our  republican  court  as  Mrs. 
Madison. 

Mr.  Madison  served  as  Secretary  of  State  under 
Jefferson,  and  at  the  close  of  his  administration 
was  chosen  President.  At  this  time  the  encroach- 
ments of  England  had  brought  us  to  the  verge  of  w&r.  j 


British  orders  in  council  destioyed  our  commerce,  and 
our  flag  was  exposed  to  constant  insult.  Mr.  Madison 
was  a  man  of  peace.  Scholarly  in  his  taste,  retiring 
in  his  disposition,  war  had  no  charms  for  him.  But  the 
meekest  spirit  can  be  roused.  It  makes  one's  blood 
boil,  even  now,  to  think  of  an  American  ship  brought 
to,  upon  the  ocean,  by  the  guns  of  an  English  cruiser. 
A  young  lieutenant  steps  on  board  and  orders  the 
crew  to  be  paraded  before  him.  With  great  nonchal- 
ance he  selects  any  number  whom  he  may  please  to 
designate  as  British  subjects;  orders  them  down  the 
ship's  side  into  his  boat;  and  places  them  on  the  gun- 
deck  of  his  man-of-war,  to  fight,  by  compulsion,  the 
battles  of  England.  This  right  of  search  and  im- 
pressment, no  efforts  of  our  Government  could  induce 
the  British  cabinet  to  relinquish. 

On  the  1 8th  of  June,  181 2,  President  Madison  gave 
his  approval  to  an  act  of  Congress  declaring  war 
against  Great  Britain.  Notwithstanding  the  bitter 
hostility  of  the  Federal  party  to  the  war,  the  country 
in  general  approved;  and  Mr.  Madison,  on  the  4th 
of  March,  ig  13,  was  re-elected  by  a  large  majority, 
and  entered  upon  his  second  term  of  office.  This  is 
not  the  place  to  describe  the  various  adventures  of 
this  war  on  the  land  and  on  the  water.  Our  infant 
navy  then  laid  the  foundations  of  its  renown  in  grap- 
pling with  the  most  formidable  power  which  ever 
swept  the  seas.  The  contest  commenced  in  earnest 
by  the  appearance  of  a  British  fleet,  early  in  February, 
18 13,  in  Chesapeake  Bay,  declaring  nearly  the  whole 
coast  of  the  United  States  under  blockade. 

The  Emperor  of  Russia  offered  his  services  as  me 
ditator.  America  accepted ;  England  refused.  A  Brit- 
ish force  of  five  thousand  men  landed  on  the  banks 
of  the  Patuxet  River,  near  its  entrance  into  Chesa- 
peake Bay,  and  marched  rapidly,  by  way  of  Bladen s- 
burg,  upon  Washington. 

The  straggling  little  city  of  Washington  was  thrown 
into  consternation.  The  cannon  of  the  brief  conflict 
at  Bladensburg  echoed  through  the  streets  of  the* 
metropolis.  The  whole  population  fled  from  the  city. 
The  President,  leaving  Mrs.  Madison  in  the  White 
House,  with  her  carriage  drawn  up  at  the  doer  to 
await  his  speedy  return,  hurried  to  meet  the  officers 
in  a  council  of  war.  He  met  our  troops  utterly  routed, 
and  he  could  not  go  back  without  danger  of  being 
captured.  But  few  hours  elapsed  ere  the  Presidential 
Mansion,  the  Capitol,  and  all  the  public  buildings  in 
Washington  were  in  flames. 

The  war  closed  after  two  years  of  fighting,  and  on 
Feb.  13,  1 8 15,  the  treaty  of  peace  was  signed  at  Ghent. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  18 17,  his  second  term  of 
office  expired,  and  he  resigned  the  Presidential  chair 
to  his  friend,  James  Monroe.  He  retired  to  his  beau- 
tiful home  at  Montpelier,  and  there  passed  the  re- 
mainder of  his  days.  On  June  28,  1836,  then  at  the 
age  of  85  years,  he  fell  asleep  in  death.  M r§.  Madi- 
son died  July  12,  1849, 
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AMES  MONROE,  the  fifth 
.President  of  The  United  States, 
was  born  in  Westmoreland  Co., 
Va.,  April  28,  1758.  His  early 
life  was  passed  at  the  place  of 
nativity.  His  ancestors  had  for 
many  years  resided  in  the  prov- 
ince in  which  he  was  born.  When, 
at  17  years  of  age,  in  the  process 
of  completing  his  education  at 
William  and  Mary  College,  the  Co- 
lonial Congress  assembled  at  Phila- 
delphia to  deliberate  upon  the  un- 
just and  manifold  oppressions  of 
Great  Britian,  declared  the  separa- 
tion of  the  Colonies,  and  promul- 
gated the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence. Had  he  been  born  ten  years  before  it  is  highly 
probable  that  he  would  have  been  one  of  the  signers 
of  that  celebrated  instrument.  At  this  time  he  left 
school  and  enlisted  among  the  patriots. 

He  joined  the  army  when  everything  looked  hope- 
less and  gloomy.  The  number  of  deserters  increased 
from  day  to  day.  The  invading  armies  came  pouring 
in ;  and  the  tories  not  only  favored  the  cause  of  the 
mother  country,  but  disheartened  the  new  recruits, 
who  were  sufficiently  terrified  at  the  prospect  of  con- 
tending with  an  enemy  whom  they  had  been  Uught 
to  deem  invincible.  To  such  brave  spirits  as  James 
Monroe,  who  went  right  onward,  undismayed  through 
difficulty  and  danger,  the  United  States  owe  their 
political  emancipation.  The  young  cadet  joined  the 
ranks,  and  espoused  the  cause  of  his  injured  country, 
with  a  firm  determination  to  live  or  die  with  her  §trife 


for  liberty.  Firmly  yet  sadly  he  shared  in  the  mel- 
ancholy retreat  from  Harleam  Heights  and  White 
Plains,  and  accompanied  the  dispirited  army  as  it  fled 
before  its  foes  through  New  Jersey.  In  four  months 
after  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  the  patriots 
had  been  beaten  in  seven  battles.  At  the  battle  of 
Trenton  he  led  the  vanguard,  and,  in  the  act  of  charg- 
ing upon  the  enemy  he  received  a  wound  in  the  left 
shoulder. 

As  a  reward  for  his  bravery,  Mr.  Monroe  was  pro- 
moted a  captain  of  infantry;  and,  having  recovered 
from  his  wound,  he  rejoined  the  army.  He,  however, 
receded  from  the  line  of  promotion,  by  becoming  an 
officer  in  the  staff  of  Lord  Sterling.  During  the  cam- 
paigns of  1777  and  1778,  in  the  actions  of  Brandy 
wine,  Germantown  and  Monmouth,  he  continued 
aid-de-camp;  but  becoming  desirous  to  regain  his 
position  in  the  army,  he  exerted  himself  to  collect  a 
regiment  for  the  Virginia  line.  This  scheme  failed 
owing  to  the  exhausted  condition  of  the  State.  Upon 
this  failure  he  entered  the  office  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  at 
that  period  Governor,  and  pursued,  with  considerable 
ardor,  the  study  of  common  law.  He  did  not,  however, 
entirely  lay  aside  the  knapsack  for  the  green  bag; 
but  on  the  invasions  of  the  enemy,  served  as  avolun 
teer,  during  the  two  years  of  his  legal  pursuits. 

In  1782,  he  was  elected  from  King  George  county, 
a  member  of  the  Leglislature  of  Virginia,  and  by  that 
body  he  was  elevated  to  a  seat  in  the  Executive 
Council.  He  was  thus  honored  with  the  confidence 
of  his  fellow  citizens  at  23  years  of  age  ;  and  having 
at  this  early  period  displayed  some  of  that  ability 
and  aptitude  for  legislation,  which  were  afterwards 
employed  with  unremitting  energy  for  the  public  goodj 
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he  was  in  the  succeeding  year  chosen  a  member  of 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 
Deeply  as  Mr.  Monroe  felt  the  imperfections  of  the  old 
Confederacy,  he  was  opposed  to  the  new  Constitution, 
ihinking,  with  many  others  of  the  Republican  party, 
that  it  gave  too  much  power  to  the  Central  Government, 
and  not  enough  to  the  individual  States.  Still  he  re- 
tained the  esteem  of  his  friends  who  were  its  warm 
supporters,  and  who,  notwithstanding  his  opposition 
secured  its  adoption.  In  1789,  he  became  a  member 
of  the  United  States  Senate;  which  office  he  held  for 
four  years.  Every  month  the  line  of  distinction  be- 
tween the  two  great  parties  which  divided  the  nation, 
the  Federal  and  the  Republican,  was  growing  more 
distinct.  The  two  prominent  ideas  which  now  sep- 
arated them  were,  that  the  Republican  party  was  in 
sympathy  with  France,  and  also  in  favor  of  such  a 
strict  construction  of  the  Constitution  as  to  give  the 
Central  Government  as  little  power,  and  the  State 
Governments  as  much  power,  as  the  Constitution  would 
warrant.  The  Federalists  sympathized  with  England, 
'  and  were  in  favor  of  a  liberal  construction  of  the  Con- 
stitution, which  would  give  as  much  power  to  the 
Central  Government  as  that  document  could  possibly 
authorize. 

The  leading  Federalists  and  Republicans  were 
*  alike  noble  men,  consecrating  all  their  energies  to  the 
good  of  the  nation.  Two  more  honest  men  or  more 
pure  patriots  than  John  Adams  the  Federalist,  and 
James  Monroe  the  Republican,  never  breathed.  In 
building  up  this  majestic  nation,  which  is  destined 
to  eclipse  all  Grecian  and  Assyrian  greatness,  the  com- 
bination of  their  antagonism  was  needed  to  create  the 
light  equilibrium.  And  yet  each  in  his  day  was  de- 
nounced as  almost  a  demon. 

Washington  was  then  President.  England  had  es- 
poused the  cause  of  the  Bourbons  against  the  princi- 
ples of  the  French  Revolution.  All  Europe  was  drawn 
into  the  conflict.  We  were  feeble  and  far  away. 
Washington  issued  a  proclamation  of  neutrality  be- 
tween these  contending  powers.  France  had  helped 
us  in  the  struggle  for  our  liberties.  All  the  despotisms 
of  Europe  were  now  combined  to  prevent  the  French 
from  escaping  from  a  tyranny  a  thousand-fold  worse 
than  that  which  we  had  endured.  Col.  Monroe,  more 
magnanimous  than  prudent,  was  anxious  that,  at 
whatever  hazard,  we  should  help  our  old  allies  in 
their  extremity.  It  was  the  impulse  of  a  generous 
and  noble  nature.  He  violently  opposed  the  Pres- 
ident's proclamation  as  ungrateful  and  wanting  in 
magnanimity. 

Washington,  who  could  appreciate  such  a  character, 
developed  his  calm,  serene,  almost  divine  greatness, 
by  appointing  that  very  James  Monroe,  who  was  de- 
nouncing the  policy  of  the  Government,  as  the  minister 
of  that  Government  to  the  Republic  of  France.  Mr. 
Monroe  was  welcomed  by  the  National  Convention 
in  Fnmc§  with  the  rnost;  enthusiastic  4emon§tr§tions. 


Shortly  after  his  return  to  this  country,  Mr.   Mon- 
roe was  elected  Governor  of  Virginia,  and  held  the 
office  for  three  years.  He  was  again  sent  to  France  to 
co-operate  with   Chancellor  Livingston  in  obtaining 
the  vast  territory  then   known   as   the    Province   of 
Louisiana,  which  France  had  but  shortly  before  ob- 
tained from  Spain.     Their  united  efforts  were  suc- 
cessful.    For  the  comparatively  small  sum  of  fifteen 
millions  of  dollars,  the  entire  territory  of  Orleans  and 
district  of  Louisiana  were  added  to  the  United  States. 
This  was  probably  the  largest  transfer  of  real  estate 
which  was  ever  made  in  all  the  history  of  the  world. 
From  France  Mr.  Monroe  went  to  England  to  ob- 
tain  from  that    country   some    recognition    of    our 
rights  as  neutrals,  and  to  remonstrate   against  those 
odious   impressments   of    our   seamen.      But    Eng- 
land was  unrelenting.     He  again  returned  to    Eng- 
land  on  the   same  mission,   but   could    receive   no 
redress.     He  returned   to  his  home   and  was    again 
chosen  Governor  of  Virginia.     This  he  soon  resigned 
to  accept   the  position  of  Secretary  of  State   under 
Madison.     While  in  this  office  war  with  England  was 
declared,  the  Secretary  of  War  resigned,  and  during 
these  trying  times,  the  duties  of  the  War  Department 
were  also  put  upon  him.     He  was  truly   the  armor- 
bearer  of  President  Madison,  and  the  most  efficient 
business   man  in  his  cabinet.     Upon  the  return  of 
peace  he  resigned  the  Department  of  War,  but   con- 
tinued in  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State  until  the  ex- 
piration of  Mr.  Madison's  adminstration.    At  the  elec- 
tion held  the  previous  autumn  Mr  Monroe  himself  had 
been  chosen  President  with  but  little  opposition,  and 
upon  March  4,  T817,   was  inaugurated.     Four  years 
later  he  was  elected  for  a  second  term. 

Among  the  important  measures  of  his  Presidency 
were  the  cession  of  Florida  to  the  United  States;  the 
Missouri  Compromise,  and  the  "  Monroe  doctrine.' 
This  famous  doctrine,  since  known  as  the  "  Monroe 
doctrine,"  was  enunciated  by  him  in  1823.  At  that 
time  the  United  States  had  recognized  the  independ- 
ence of  the  South  American  states,  and  did  not  wish 
to  have  European  powers  longer  attempting  to  sub- 
due portions  of  the  American  Continent.  The  doctrine 
is  as  follows:  "That  we  should  consider  any  attempt 
on  the  part  of  European  powers  to  extend  their  sys- 
tem to  any  portion  of  this  hemisphere  as  dangerous 
to  our  peace  and  safety,"  and  "that  v/e  could  not 
view  any  interposition  for  the  purpose  of  oppressing 
or  controlling  American  governments  or  provinces  in 
any  other  light  than  as  a  manifestation  by  European 
powers  of  an  unfriendly  disposition  toward  the  United 
States."  This  doctrine  immediately  affected  the  course 
of  foreign  governments,  and  has  become  the  approved 
sentiment  of  the  United  States. 

At  the  end  of  his  second  term  Mr  Monroe  retired 
to  his  home  in  Virginia,  where  he  lived  uniil  1830, 
when  he  went  to  New  York  to  live  with  his  son-in- 
law,     In  that  city  he  died,on  the  4th  of  July,  183J 
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OHN  QUINCY  ADAMS,  the 
sixth  President  of  the  United 
'States,  was  born  in  the  rural 
home  of  his    honored   father, 
John  Adams,  in  Quincy,  Mass., 
on  the  i  ith  cf  July,  1767.   His 
mother,  a  woman  of  exalted 
worth,  watched  over  his  childhood 
during   the  almost   constant    ab- 
sence of  his  father.      When    but 
eight  years  of  age,  he  stood  with 
his  mother  on  an  eminence,  listen- 
ing to  the  booming  of  the  great  bat- 
tle on  Bunker  s  Hill,  and  gazing  on 
upon  the  smoke  and  flames  billow- 
ing up  from    the    conflagration   of 
Charlestown. 

When  but  eleven  years  old  he 
took  a  tearful  adieu  of  his  mother, 
to  sail  with  his  father  for  Europe, 
through  a  fleet  ot  hostile  British  cruisers.  The  bright, 
animated  boy  spent  a  year  and  a  half  in  "Paris,  where 
his  father  was  associated  with  Franklin  and  Lee  as 
minister  plenipotentiary.  His  intelligence  attracted 
the  notice  of  these  distinguished  men,  and  he  received 
from  them  flattering  marks  of  attention. 

Mr.  John  Adams  had  scarcely  returned  to  this 
country,  in  1779,  ere  he  was  again  sent  abroad.  Again 
John  Quincy  accompanied  his  father.  At  Paris  he 
applied  himself  with  great  diligence,  for  six  months, 
to  3tudy;  then  accom pained  his  father  to  Holland, 
where  he  entered,  first  a  school  in  Amsterdam,  then 
the  University  at  Leyden.  About  a  year  from  this 
time,  in  17  81,  when  the  manly  boy  was  but  fourteen 
yeavs  of  age,  he  was  selected  by  Mr.  Dana,  our  min- 
ister to  the  Russian  court,  as  his  private  secretary. 

In  this  school  of  incessant  labor  and  of  enobling 
culture  he  spent  fourteen  months,  and  then  returned 
to  Holland  through  Sweden,  Denmark,  Hamburg  and 
Bremen.  This  long  journey  he  took  alone,  in  the 
winter,  when  in  his  sixteenth  year.  Again  he  resumed 
his  studies,  under  a  private  tutor,  at  Hague,   Thence, 


in  the  spring  of  1782,  he  accompanied  his  father  it 
Paris,  traveling  leisurely,  and  forming  acquaintance 
with  the  most  distinguished  men  on  the  Continent' 
examining  architectural  remains,  galleries  of  paintings 
and  all  renowned  works  of  art.  At  Paris  he  again 
became  associated  with  the  most  illustrious  men  of 
all  lands  in  the  contemplations  of  the  loftiest  temporal 
themes  which  can  engross  the  human  mind.  After 
a  short  visit  to  England  he  returned  to  Paris,  and 
consecrated  all  his  energies  to  study  until  May,  1785, 
when  he  returned  to  America.  To  a  brilliant  young 
man  of  eighteen,  who  had  seen  much  of  the  world, 
and  who  was  familiar  with  the  etiquette  of  courts,  a 
residence  with  his  father  in  London,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, must  have  been  extremely  attractive 
but  with  judgment  very  rare  in  one  of  his  age,  he  pre- 
ferred to  return  to  America  to  complete  his  education 
in  an  American  college.  He  wished  then  to  study 
law,  that  with  an  honorable  profession,  he  might  be 
able  to  obtain  an  independent  support. 

Upon  leaving  Harvard  College,  at  the  age  of  twenty 
he  studied  law  for  three  years.  In  June,  1794,  be- 
ing then  but  twenty-seven  years  of  age,  he  was  ap- 
pointed by  Washington,  resident  minister  at  the 
Netherlands.  Sailing  from  Boston  in  July,  he  reached 
London  in  October,  where  he  was  immediately  admit- 
ted^  to  the  deliberations  of  Messrs.  Jay  and  Pinckney, 
assisting  them  in  negotiating  a  commercial  treaty  with 
Great  Britian.  After  thus  spending  a  fortnight  h 
London,  he  proceeded  to  the  Hague. 

In  July,  1797,  he  left  the  Hague  to  go  to  Portugal  as 
minister  plenipotentiary.  On  his  way  to  Portugal, 
upon  arriving  in  London,  he  met  with  despatches 
directing  him  to  the  court  of  Beilin,  but  requesting 
him  to  remain  in  London  until  he  should  receive  his 
instructions.  While  waiting  he  was  married  to  an 
American  lady  to  whom  he  had  been  previously  en- 
gaged,— Miss  Louisa  Catherine  Johnson,  daughter 
of  Mr.  Joshua  Johnson,  American  consul  in  London; 
a  lady  endownd  with  that  beauty  and  those  accom- 
plishment  which  eminently  fitted  her  to  move  in  t'u€ 
elevated  sphere  for  wjiich  she  wp>§  $Wvne4- 
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He  reached  Berlin  with  his  wife  in  November,  1797  ; 
where  he  remained  until  July,  1799,  when,  having  ful- 
filled all  the  purposes  of  his  mission,  he  solicited  his 
recall. 

Soon  after  his  return,  in  1S02,  he  was  chosen  to 
the  Senate  of  Massachusetts,  from  Boston,  and  then 
was  elected  Senator  of  the  United  States  for  six  years, 
from  the  4th  of  March,  1804.  His  reputation,  his 
ability  and  his  experience,  placed  him  immediately 
among  the  most  prominent  and  influential  members 
of  that  body.  Especially  did  he  sustain  the  Govern- 
ment in  its  measures  of  resistance  to  the  encroach- 
ments of  England,  destroying  our  commerce  and  in- 
sulting our  flag.  There  was  no  man  in  America  more 
familiar  with  the  arrogance  of  the  British  court  upon 
these  points,  and  no  one  more  resolved  to  present 
a  firm  resistance. 

In  1809,  Madison  succeeded  Jefferson  in  the  Pres- 
idential chair,  and  he  immediately  nominated  John 
Quincy  Adams  minister  to  St.  Petersburg.     Resign- 
ing his  professorship  in  Harvard  College,  he  embarked 
\    at  Boston,  in  August,  1809. 

While  in  Russia,  Mr.  Adams  was  an  intense  stu- 
dent. He  devoted  his  attention  to  the  language  and 
history  of  Russia;  to  the  Chinese  trade;  to  the 
.  European  system  of  weights,  measures,  and  coins  ;  to 
\  the  climate  and  astronomical  observations ;  while  he 
kept  up  a  familiar  acquaintance  with  the  Greek  and 
Latin  classics.  In  all  the  universities  of  Europe,  a 
more  accomplished  scholar  could  scarcely  be  found. 
All  through  life  the  Bible  constituted  an  important 
part  of  his  studies.  It  was  his  rule  to  read  five 
chapters  every  day. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  18 17,  Mr.  Monroe  took  the 
Presidential  chair,  and  immediately  appointed  Mr. 
Adams  Secretary  of  State.  Taking  leave  of  his  num- 
erous friends  in  public  and  private  life  in  Europe,  he 
sailed  in  June,  1819,  for  the  United  "States.  On  the 
1 8th  of  August,  he  again  crossed  the  threshold  of  his 
home  in  Quincy.  During  the  eight  years  of  Mr.  Mon- 
roe s  administration,  Mr.  Adams  continued  Secretary 
of  State. 

Some  time  before  the  close  of  Mr.  Monroe's  second 
term  of  office,  new  candidates  began  to  be  presented 
for  the  Presidency.  The  friends  of  Mr.  Adams  brought 
forward  his  name.  It  was  an  exciting  campaign. 
Party  spirit  was  never  more  bitter.  Two  hundred  and 
sixty  electoral  votes  were  cast.  Andrew  Jackson  re- 
ceived ninety-nine;  John  Quincy  Adams,  eighty-four; 
William  H.  Crawford,  forty-one ;  Henry  Clay,  thirty- 
seven.  As  there  was  no  choice  by  the  people,  the 
question  went  to  the  House  of  Representatives.  Mr. 
Clay  gave  the  vote  of  Kentucky  to  Mr.  Adams,  and 
he  was  elected. 

The  friends  of  all  the  disappointed  candidates  now 
combined  in  a  venomous  and  persistent  assault  upon 
Mr.  Adams.  There  is  nothing  more  disgraceful  in 
*fei|  past  l]i§tory  of  otjr  country  than  the  abuse  which 


was  poured  in  one  uninterrupted  stream,  upon  this 
high-minded,  upright,  patriotic  man.  There  never  was 
an  administration  more  pure  in  principles,  more  con- 
scientiously devoted  to  the  best  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, than  that  of  John  Quincy  Adams ;  and  never,  per- 
haps, was  there  an  administration  more  unscrupu- 
lously and  outrageously  assailed. 

Mr.  Adams  was,  to  a  very  remarkable  degree,  ab- 
stemious and  temperate  in  his  habits;  always  rising 
early,  and  taking  much  exercise.  When  at  his  home  in 
Quincy,  he  has  been  known  to  walk,  before  breakfast, 
seven  miles  to  Boston.  In  Washington,  it  was  said 
that  he  was  the  first  man  up  in  the  city,  lighting  his 
own  fire  and  applying  himself  to  work  in  his  library 
often  long  before  dawn. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1829,  Mr.  Adams  retired 
from  the  Presidency,  and  was  succeeded  by  Andrew 
Jackson.  John  C.  Calhoun  was  elected  Vice  Presi- 
dent. The  slavery  question  now  began  to  assume 
portentous  magnitude.  Mr.  Adams  returned  to 
Quincy  and  to  his  studies,  which  he  pursued  with  un- 
abated zeal.  But  he  was  not  long  permitted  to  re- 
main in  retirement.  In  November,  1830,  he  was 
elected  representative  to  Congress.  For  seventeen 
years,  until  his  death,  he  occupied  the  post  as  repre- 
sentative, towering  above  all  his  peers,  ever  ready  to 
do  brave  battle'  for  freedom,  and  winning  the  title  of 
"the  old  man  eloquent."  Upon  taking  his  seat  in 
the  House,  he  announced  that  he  should  hold  him- 
self bound  to  no  party.  Probably  there  never  was  a 
member  more  devoted  to  his  duties.  He  was  usually 
the  first  in  his  place  in  the  morning,  and  the  last  to 
leave  his  seat  in  the  evening.  Not  a  measure  could 
be  brought  forward  and  escape  his  scrutiny.  The 
battle  which  Mr.  Adams  fought,  almost  singly,  against 
the  proslavery  party  in  the  Government,  was  sublime 
in  its  moral  daring  and  heroism.  For  persisting  in 
presenting  petitions  for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  he 
was  threatened  with  indictment  by  the  grand  jury, 
with  expulsion  from  the  House,  with  assassination  ; 
but  no  threats  could  intimidate  him,  and  his  final 
triumph  was  complete. 

It  has  been  said  of  President  Adams,  that  when  his 
body  was  bent  and  his  hair  silvered  by  the  lapse  of 
fourscore  years,  yielding  to  the  simple  faith  of  a  little 
child,  he  was  accustomed  to  repeat  every  night,  before 
he  slept,  the  prayer  which  his  mother  taught  him  in 
his  infant  years. 

On  the  2 1  st  of  February,  1848,  he  rose  on  the  floor 
of  Congress,  with  a  paper  in  his  hand,  to  address  the 
speaker.  Suddenly  he  fell,  again  stricken  by  paraly- 
sis, and  was  caught  in  the  arms  of  those  around  him. 
For  a  time  he  was  senseless,  as  he  was  conveyed  to 
the  sofa  in  the  rotunda.  With  reviving  conscious- 
ness, he  opened  his  eyes,  looked  calmly  around  and 
said  "  This  is  the  end  of  earth  /then  after  a  moment's 
pause  he  added,  "I  am  content"  These  were  the 
last  wq^s,  of   the    grand    "  Old    Man    Eloquent," 
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NDREW  JACKSON,  the 
seventh  President  of  the 
f  United  States,  was  born  in 
Waxhavv  settlement,  N.  C, 
March  15,  1767,  a  few  days 
after  his  father's  death.  His 
parents  were  poor  emigrants 
from  Ireland,  and  took  up 
their  abode  in  Waxhaw  set- 
tlement, where  they  lived  in 
deepest  poverty. 
Andrew,  or  Andy,  as  he  was 
universally  called,  grew  up  a  very 
rough,  rude,  turbulent  boy.  His 
features  were  coarse,  his  form  un- 
gainly; and  there  was  but  very 
little  in  his  character,  made  visible,  which  was  at- 
tractive. 

When  only  thirteen  years  old  he  joined  the  volun- 
teers of  Carolina  against  the  British  invasion.  In 
1781,  he  and  his  brother  Robert  were  captured  and 
imprisoned  for  a  time  at  Camden.  A  British  officer 
ordered  him  to  brush  his  mud-spattered  boots.  "  I  am 
a  prisoner  of  war,  not  your  servant,"  was  the  reply  of 
the  dauntless  boy. 

The  brute  drew  his  sword,  and  aimed  a  desperate 
Dlow  at  the  head  of  the  helpless  young  prisoner. 
Andrew  raised  his  hand,  and  thus  received  two  fear- 
ful gashes, — one  on  the  hand  and  the  other  upon  the 
head.  The  officer  then  turned  to  his  brother  Robert 
with  the  same  demand.  He  also  refused,  and  re- 
ceived a  blow  from  the  keen-edged  sabre,  which  quite 
disabled  him,  and  which  probably  soon  after  caused 
his  death.  They  suffered  much  other  ill-treatment,  and 
were  finally  stricken  with  the  small-pox.  Their 
mother  was  successful  it*   obtaining   their  exchange, 


and  took  her  sick  boys  home.  After  a  long  illness 
Andrew  recovered,  and  the  death  of  his  mother  soon 
left  him  entirely  friendless. 

Andrew  supported  himself  in  various  ways,  such  as 
working  at  the  saddler's  trade,  teaching  school  and 
clerking  in  a  general  store,  until  1784,  when  he 
entered  a  law  office  at  Salisbury,  N.  C.  He,  however, 
gave  more  attention  to  the  wild  amusements  of  the 
times  than  to  his  studies.  In  1788,  he  was  appointed 
solicitor  for  the  western  district  of  North  Carolina,  of 
which  Tennessee  was  then  a  part.  This  involved 
many  long  and  tedious  journeys  amid  dangers  of 
every  kind,  but  Andrew  Jackson  never  knew  fear, 
and  the  Indians  had  no  desire  to  repeat  a  skirmish 
with  the  Sharp  Knife. 

In  17  91,  Mr.  Jackson  was  married  to  a  woman  who 
supposed  herself  divorced  from  her  former  husband. 
Great  was  the  surprise  of  both  parties,  two  years  later, 
to  find  that  the  conditions  of  the  divorce  had  just  been 
definitely  settled  by  the  first  husband.  The  marriage 
ceremony  was  performed  a  second  time,  but  the  occur- 
rence was  often  used  by  his  enemies  to  bring  Mr. 
Jackson  into  disfavor. 

During  these  years  he  worked  hard  at  his  profes- 
sion, and  frequently  had  one  or  more  duels  on  hand, 
one  of  which,  when  he  killed  Dickenson,  was  espec- 
ially disgraceful. 

In  January,  1796,  the  Territory  of  Tennessee  then 
containing  nearly  eighty  thousand  inhabitants,  the 
people  met  in  convention  at  Knoxville  to  frame  a  con- 
stitution. Five  were  sent  from  each  of  the  eleven 
counties.  Andrew  Jackson  was  one  of  the  delegates. 
The  new  State  was  entitled  to  but  one  member  in 
the  National  House  of  Representatives.  Andrew  JackA 
son  was  chosen  that  member.  Mounting  his  horse  he 
rode  to  Philedelphia,  where  Congress  then    held  its 
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sessions, — a  distance  of  about  eight  hundred   miles. 

Jackson  was  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  Jefferson  was  his  idol.  He  admired 
Bonaparte,  loved  France  and  hated  England.  As  Mr. 
Jackson  took  his  seat,  Gen.  Washington,  whose 
second  term  of  office  was  then  expiring,  delivered  his 
last  speech  to  Congress.  A  committee  drew  up  a 
complimentary  address  in  reply.  Andrew  Jackson 
did  not  approve  of  the  address,  and  was  one  of  the 
twelve  who  voted  against  it.  He  was  not  willing  to 
say  that  Gen.  Washington's  adminstration  had  been 
"  wise,  firm  and  patriotic." 

Mr.  Jackson  was  elected  to  the  United  States 
Senate  in  1797,  but  soon  resigned  and  returned  home. 
Soon  after  he  was  chosen  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  his  State,  which  position  he  held  fjr  six  years. 

When  the  war  of  181 2  with  Great  Britian  com- 
menced, Madison  occupied  the  Presidential  chair. 
Aaron  Burr  sent  word  to  the  President  that  there  was 
an  unknown  man  in  the  West,  Andrew  Jackson,  who 
would  do  credit  to  a  commission  if  one  were  con- 
ferred upon  him.  Just  at  that  time  Gen.  Jackson 
offered  his  services  and  those  of  twenty-five  hundred 
volunteers.  His  offer  was  accepted,  and  the  troops 
were  assembled  at  Nashville. 

As  the  British  were  hourly  expected  to  make  an  at- 
tack upon  New  Orleans,  where  Gen,  Wilkinson  was 
in  command,  he  was  ordered  to  descend  the  river 
with  fifteen  hundred  troops  to  aid  Wilkinson.  The 
expedition  reached  Natchez;  and  after  a  delay  of  sev- 
eral weeks  there,  without  accomplishing  anything, 
the  men  were  ordered  back  to  their  homes.  But  the 
energy  Gen.  Jackson  had  displayed,  and  his  entire 
devotion  to  the  comrfort  of  his  soldiers,  won  him 
golden  opinions;  and  he  became  the  most  popular 
man  in  the  State.  It  was  in  this  expedition  that  his 
toughness  gave  him  the  nickname  of  u  Old  Hickory." 

Soon  after  this,  while  attempting  to  horsewhip  Col. 
Thomas  H.  Benton,  for  a  remark  that  gentleman 
made  about  his  taking  a  part  as  second  in  a  duel,  in 
which  a  younger  brother  of  Benton's  was  engaged, 
he  received  two  severe  pistol  wounds.  While  he  was 
lingering  upon  a  bed  of  suffering  news  came  that  the 
Indians,  who  had  combined  under  Tecumseh  from 
Florida  to  the  Lakes,  to  exterminate  the  white  set- 
tlers, were  committing  the  most  awful  ravages.  De- 
cisive action  became  necessary.  Gen.  Jackson,  with 
his  fractured  bone  just  beginning  to  heal,  his  arm  in 
a  sling,  and  unable  to  mount  his  horse  without  assis- 
tance, gave  his  amazing  energies  to  the  raising  of  an 
army  to  rendezvous  at  Fayettesville,  Alabama. 

The  Creek  Indians  had  established  a  strong  fort  on 
one  of  the  bends  of  the  Tallapoosa  River,  near  the  cen- 
ter of  Alabama,  about  fifty  miles  below  Fort  Strother. 
With  an  army  of  two  thousand  men,  Gen.  Jackson 
traversed  the  pathless  wilderness  in  a  march  of  eleven 
days.  He  reached  their  fort,  called  Tohopeka  or 
Horse-shoe,  on  the  27th  of  March.  1814.     The  bend 


of  the  river  enclosed  nearly  one  hundred  acres  of 
tangled  forest  and  wild  ravine.  Across  the  narrow 
neck  the  Indians  had  constructed  a  formidable  breast- 
work of  logs  and  brush.  Here  nine  hundred  warriors, 
with  an  ample  supiy  of  arms  were  assembled. 

The  fort  was  stormed.  The  fight  was  utterly  des- 
perate. Not  an  Indian  would  accept  of  quarter.  When 
bleeding  and  dying,  they  would  fight  those  who  en- 
deavored to  spare  their  lives.  From  ten  in  the  morn- 
ing until  dark,  the  battle  raged.  The  carnage  was 
awful  and  revolting.  Some  threw  themselves  into  the 
river;  but  the  unerring  bullet  struck  their  heads  as 
they  swam.  Nearly  everyone  of  the  nine  hundred  war- 
rios  were  killed  A  few  probably,  in  the  night,  swam 
the  river  and  escaped.  This  ended  the  war.  The 
power  of  the  Creeks  was  broken  forever.  This  bold 
plunge  into  the  wilderness,  with  its  terrifflc  slaughter, 
so  appalled  the  savages,  that  the  haggard  remnants 
of  the  bands  came  to  the  camp,  begging  for  peace. 

This  closing  of  the  Creek  war  enabled  us  to  con- 
centrate all  our  militia  upon  the  British,  who  were  the 
allies  of  the  Indians  No  man  of  less  resolute  will 
than  Gen.  Jackson  could  have  conducted  this  Indian 
campaign  to  so  successful  an  issue  Immediately  he 
was  appointed  major-general. 

Late  in  August,  with  an  army  of  two  thousand 
men,  on  a  rushing  march,  Gen.  Jackson  came  to 
Mobile.  A  British  fleet  came  from  Pensacola,  landed 
a  force  upon  the  beach,  anchored  near  the  little  fort, 
and  from  both  ship  and  shore  commenced  a  furious 
assault.  The  battle  was  long  and  doubtful.  At  length 
one  of  the  ships  was  blown  up    and  the  rest  retired. 

Garrisoning  Mobile,  where  he  had  taken  his  little 
army,  he  moved  his  troops  to  New  Orleans, 
And  the  battle  of  New  Orleans  which  soon  ensued, 
was  in  reality  a  very  arduous  campaign.  This  won 
for  Gen.  Jackson  an  imperishable  name.  Here  his 
troops,  which  numbered  about  four  thousand  men, 
won  a  signal  victory  over  the  British  army  of  about 
nine  thousand.  His  loss  was  but  thirteen,  while  the 
loss  of  the  British  was  two  thousand  six  hundred. 

The  name  of  Gen.  Jackson  soon  began  to  be  men- 
tioned in  connection  with  the  Presidency,  but,  in  T824, 
he  was  defeated  by  Mr.  Adams.  He  was,  however, 
successful  in  the  election  of  1828,  and  was  re-elected 
for  a  second  term  in  1832.  In  1829,  just  before  he 
assumed  the  reins  of  the  government,  he  met  with 
the  most  terrible  affliction  of  his  life  in  the  death  of 
his  wife,  whom  he  had  loved  with  a  devotion  which  has 
perhaps  never  been  surpassed.  From  the  shock  of 
her  death  he  never  recovered. 

His  administration  was  one  of  the  most  memorable 
in  the  annals  of  our  country;  applauded  by  one  party, 
condemned  by  the  other.  No  man  had  more  bitter 
enemies  or  warmer  friends.  At  the  expiration  of  his 
two  terms  of  office  he  retired  to  the  Hermitage,  where 
he  died  June  8,  1845.  The  last  years  of  Mr.  Jack- 
son's  life  were  that  of  a   devoted  Christian   man. 
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ARTIN  VAN  BUREN,  the 
eighth     President     of     the 
United  States,  was  born  at 
Kinderhook,  N.  Y.,  Dec.   5, 
1782.     He  died  at  the  same 
place,  July   24,    1862.      His 
body  rests  in  the  cemetery 
at  Kinderhook.     Above  it  is 
plain  granite    shaft  fifteen  feet 
high,  bearing  a  simple  inscription 
about  half  way  up   on   one    face. 
The  lot  is  unfenced,  unbordered 
or  unbounded  by  shrub  or  flower. 

There  is  but  little  in  the  life  of  Martin  Van  Buren 
of  romantic  interest.  He  fought  no  battles,  engaged 
in  no  wild  adventures.  Though  his  life  was  stormy  in 
political  and  intellectual  conflicts,  and  he  gained  many 
signal  victories,  his  days  passed  uneventful  in  those 
incidents  which  give  zest  to  biography.  His  an- 
cestors, as  his  name  indicates,  were  of  Dutch  origin, 
and  were  among  the  earliest  emigrants  from  Holland 
to  the  banks  of  the  Hudson.  His  father  was  a  farmer, 
residing  in  the  old  town  of  Kinderhook.  His  mother, 
also  of  Dutch  lineage,  was  a  woman  of  superior  intel- 
ligence and  exemplary  piety. 

Ae  was  decidedly  a  precocious  boy,  developing  un- 
usual activity,  vigor  and  strength  of  mind.  At  the 
age  of  fourteen,  he  had  finished  his  academic  studies 
in  his  native  village,  and  commenced  the  study  of 
law.  As  he  had  not  a  collegiate  education,  seven 
years  of  study  in  a  law-office  were  required  of  him 
before  he  could  be  admitted  to  the  bar.  Inspired  with 
<L  lofty  ambition,  and  conscious  of  his  powers,  he  pur- 
sued his  studies  with  indefatigable  industry.  After 
spending  six  years  in  an  office  in  bis   native  village, 


he  went  to  the  city  of  New  York,  and  prosecuted  hi* 
studies  for  the  seventh  year. 

In  1803,  Mr.  Van  Buren,  then  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  commenced  the  practice  of  law  in  his  native  vil- 
lage. The  great  conflict  between  the  Federal  and 
Republican  party  was  then  at  its  height.  Mr.  Van 
Buren  was  from  the  beginning  a  politician.  He  had, 
perhaps,  imbibed  that  spirit  while  listening  to  the 
many  discussions  which  had  been  carried  on  in  his 
father's  hotel.  He  was  in  cordial  sympathy  with 
Jefferson,  and  earnestly  and  eloquently  espoused  the 
cause  of  State  Rights ;  though  at  that  time  the  Fed- 
eral party  held  the  supremacy  both  in  his  town 
and  State. 

His  success  and  increasing  ruputation  led  him 
after  six  years  of  practice,  to  remove  to  Hudson,  tin: 
county  seat  of  his  county.  Here  lie  spent  seven  years , 
constantly  gaining  strength  by  contending  in  tin. 
courts  with  some  of  the  ablest  men  who  have  adorned 
the  bar  of  his  State. 

Just  before  leaving  Kinderhook  for  Hudson,  Mi. 
Van  Buren  married  a  lady  alike  distinguished  for 
beauty  and  accomplishments.  After  twelve  short 
years  she  sank  into  the  grave,  the  victim  of  consump- 
tion, leaving  her  husband  and  four  sons  to  weep  over 
her  loss.  For  twenty-five  years,  Mr.  Van  Buren  was 
an  earnest,  successful,  assiduous  lawyer.  The  record 
of  those  years  is  barren  in  items  of  public  interest. 
In  t8i  2,  when  thirty  years  of  age,  he  was  chosen  to 
the  State  Senate,  and  gave  his  strenuous  support  to 
Mr.  Madison's  adminstration.  In  18 15,  he  was  ap- 
pointed Attorney-General,  and  the  next  year  moved 
to  Albany,  the  capital  of  the  State. 

While  he  was  acknowledged  as  one  of  the  most 
prominent  leaders  of  the  Democratic  party,  he  had 
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the  moral  courage  to  avow  that  true  democracy  did 
not  require  that  "  universal  suffrage "  which  admits 
the  vile,  the  degraded,  the  ignorant,  to  the  right  of 
governing  the  State.  In  true  consistency  with  his 
democratic  principles,  he  contended  that,  while  the 
path  leading  to  the  privilege  of  voting  should  be  open 
to  every  man  without  distinction,  no  one  should  be 
invested  with  that  sacred  prerogative,  unless  he  were 
in  some  degree  qualified  for  it  by  intelligence,  virtue 
and  some  property  interests  in  the  welfare  of  the 
State. 

In  182 1  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  United 
States  Senate;  and  in  the  same  year,  he  took  a  seat 
in  the  convention  to  revise  the  constitution  of  his 
native  State.  His  course  in  this  convention  secured 
the  approval  of  men  of  all  parties.  No  one  could 
doubt  the  singleness  of  his  endeavors  to  promote  the 
interests  of  all  classes  in  the  community.  In  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  he  rose  at  once  to  a 
conspicuous  position  as  an  active  and  useful  legislator. 

In  1827,  John  Quincy  Adams  being  then  in  the 
Presidential  chair,  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  re-elected  to 
die  Senate.  He  had  been  from  the  beginning  a  de- 
termined opposer  of  the  Administration,  adopting  the 
''State  Rights"  view  in  opposition  to  what  was 
deemed  the  Federal  proclivities  of  Mr.  Adams. 

Soon  after  this,  in  1828,  he  was  chosen  Governorof 
the  State  of  New  York,  and  accordingly  resigned  his 
seat  in  the  Senate.  Probably  no  one  in  the  United 
States  contributed  so  much  towards  ejecting  John  Q. 
Adams  from  the  Presidential  chair,  and  placing  in  it 
Andrew  Jackson,  as  did  Martin  Van  Buren.  Whether 
entitled  to  the  reputation  or  not,  he  certainly  was  re- 
garded thronghout  the  United  States  as  one  of  the 
most  skillful,  sagacious  and  cunning  of  politicians. 
It  was  supposed  that  no  one  knew  so  well  as  he  how 
to  touch  the  secret  spiings  of  action;  how  to  pull  all 
the  wires  to  put  his  machinery  in  motion ;  and  how  to 
organize  a  political  army  which  would,  secretly  and 
stealthily  accomplish  the  most  gigantic  results.  By 
these  powers  it  is  said  that  he  outwitted  Mr.  Adams, 
Mr.  Clay,  Mr.  Webster,  and  secured  results  which 
few  thought  then  could  be  accomplished. 

When  Andrew  Jackson  was  elected  President  he 
appointed  Mr.  Van  Buren  Secretary  of  State.  This 
position  he  resigned  in  1831,  and  was  immediately 
appointed  Minister  to  England,  where  he  went  the 
same  autumn.  The  Senate,  however,  when  it  met, 
refu3ed   to   ratify  the  nomination,   and  he  returned 


home,  apparently  untroubled ;  was  nominated  Vice 
President  in  the  place  of  Calhoun,  at  the  re-election 
of  President  Jackson ;  and  with  smiles  for  all  and 
frowns  for  none,  he  took  his  place  at  the  head  of  that 
Senate  which  had  refused  to  confirm  his  nomination 
as  ambassador. 

His  rejection  by  the  Senate  roused  all  the  zeal  of 
President  Jackson  in  behalf  of  his  repudiated  favor- 
ite ;  and  this,  probably  more  than  any  other  cause, 
secured  his  elevation  to  the  chair  of  the  Chief  Execu 
tive.  On  the  20th  of  May,  1836,  Mr.  Van  Buren  re- 
ceived the  Democratic  nomination  to  succeed  Gen. 
Jackson  as  President  of  the  United  States.  He  was 
elected  by  a  handsome  majority,  to  the  delight  of  the 
retiring  President.  "  Leaving  New  York  out  of  the 
canvass,"  says  Mr.  Parton,  "the  election  of  Mr.  Van 
Buren  to  the  Presidency  was  as  much  the  act  of  Gen. 
Jackson  as  though  the  Constitution  had  conferred 
upon  him  the  power  to  appoint  a  successor." 

His  administration  was  filled  with  exciting  events- 
The  insurrection  in  Canada,  which  threatened  to  in  - 
volve  this  country  in  war  with  England,  the  agitation 
of  the  slavery  question,  and  finally  the  great  commer- 
cial panic  which  spread  over  the  country,  all  were 
trials  to  his  wisdom.  The  financial  distress  was  at- 
tributed to  the  management  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  brought  the  President  into  such  disfavor  that  he 
failed  of  re-election. 

With  the  exception  of  being  nominated  for  the 
Presidency  by  the  "Free  Soil"  Democrats,  in  1848, 
Mr.  Van  Buren  lived  quietly  upon  his  estate  until 
his  death. 

He  had  ever  been  a  prudent  man,  of  frugal  habits, 
and  living  within  his  income,  had  now  fortunately  a 
competence  for  his  declining  years.  His  unblemished 
character,  his  commanding  abilities,  his  unquestioned 
patriotism,  and  the  distinguished  positions  which  he 
had  occupied  in  the  government  of  our  country,  se- 
cured to  him  not  only  the  homage  of  his  party,  but 
the  respect  ot  the  whole  community.  It  was  on  the 
4th  of  March,  1841,  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  retired  from 
the  presidency.  From  his  fine  estate  at  Lindenwald? 
he  still  exerted  a  powerful  influence  upon  the  politics 
of  the  country.  From  this  time  until  his  death,  on 
the  24th  of  July,  1862,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years,  he 
resided  at  Lindenwald,  a  gentleman  of  leisure,  of 
culture  and  of  wealth;  enjoying  in  a  healthy  old 
age,  probably  far  more  happiness  than  he  had  before 
1  experienced  amid  the  stormy  scenes  of  his  active  life^ 
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ILLIAM  HENRY  HARRI- 
SON, the  ninth   President  of 
the   United  States,  was  born 
at  Berkeley,  Va.,  Feb.  9,  1773. 
His  father,   Benjamin   Harri- 
son, was  in  comparatively  op- 
ulent circumstances,  and  was 
one  of  the  most  distinguished 
men  of  his  day.      He  was  an 
intimate    friend    of     George 
Washington,  was  early  elected 
a  member  of  the  Continental 
Congress,    and  was    conspicuous 
among  the  patriots  of  Virginia  in 
resisting  the  encroachments  of  the 
British  crown.     In  the  celebrated 
Congress  of  1775,  Benjamin  Har- 
rison   and   John    Hancock   were 
both  candidates  for  the  office  of 
speaker. 

Mr  Harrison  was  subsequently 
chosen  Governor  of  Virginia,  and 
was  twice   re-elected.       His   son, 
j  William  Henry,  of  course  enjoyed 

in  childhood  all  the  advantages  which  wealth  and 
intellectual  and  cultivated  society  could  give.  Hav- 
ing received  a  thorough  common-school  education,  he 
entered  Hampden  Sidney  College,  where  he  graduated 
with  honor  soon  after  the  death  of  his  father.  He 
then  repaired  to  Philadelphia  to  study  medicine  under 
the  instructions  of  Dr.  Rush  and  the  guardianship  of 
I'obert  Morris,  both  of  whom  were,  with  his  father, 
signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 

Jpon  the  outbreak  of  the  Indian  troubles,  and  not- 
withstanding the  remonstrances  of  his  friends,  he 
abandoned  his  medical  studies  and  entered  the  army, 
saving  obtained  a  commission  of  Ensign  from  Presi- 


dent Washington.  He  was  then  but  19  years  old. 
From  that  time  he  passed  gradually  upward  in  rank 
until  he  became  aid  to  General  Wayne,  after  whose 
death  he  resigned  his  commission.  He  was  then  ap- 
pointed Secretary  of  the  North-western  Territory.  This 
Territory  was  then  entitled  to  but  one  member  in 
Congress  and  Capt.  Harrison  was  chosen  to  fill  that 
position. 

In  the  spring  of  1800  the  North-western  Territory 
was  divided  by  Congress  into  two  portions.  The 
eastern  portion,  comprising  the  region  now  embraced 
in  the  State  of  Ohio,  was  called  u  The  Territory 
north-west  of  the  Ohio."  The  western  portion,  which 
included  what  is  now  called  Indiana,  Illinois  and 
Wisconsin,  was  called  the  "Indiana  Territory."  Wil. 
liam  Henry  Harrison,  then  27  years  of  age,  was  ap- 
pointed by  John  Adams,  Governor  of  the  Indiana 
Territory,  and  immediately  after,  also  Governor  of 
Upper  Louisiana.  He  was  thus  ruler  over  almost  as 
extensive  a  realm  as  any  sovereign  upon  the  globe.  He 
was  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  was  in- 
vested with  powers  nearly  dictatorial  over  the  now 
rapidly  increasing  white  population.  The  ability  and 
fidelity  with  which  he  discharged  these  responsible 
duties  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  he  was  four 
times  appointed  to  this  office — first  by  John  Adams, 
twice  by  Thomas  Jefferson  and  afterwards  by  Presi- 
dent Madison. 

When  he  began  his  adminstration  there  were  but 
three  white  settlements  in  that  almost  boundless  region, 
now  crowded  with  cities  and  resounding  with  all  the 
tumult  of  wealth  and  traffic.  One  of  these  settlements 
was  on  the  Ohio,  nearly  opposite  Louisville ;  one  at 
Vincennes,  on  the  Wabash,  and  the  third  a  French 
settlement. 

The  vast  wilderness  over  which  Gov.  Harrisoh 
reigned  was  filled  with  many  tribes  of  Indians.  Abou« 
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the  year  1806,  two  extraordinary  men,  twin  brothers, 
of  the  Shawnese  tribe,  rose  among  them.  One  of 
these  was  called  Tecumseh,  or  "The  Crouching 
Panther;"  the  other,  Olliwacheca,  or  "  The  Prophet." 
Tecumseh  was  not  only  an  Indian  warrior,  but  a  man 
of  great  sagacity,  far-reaching  foresight  and  indomit- 
able perseverance  in  any  enterprise  in  which  he  might 
engage.  He  was  inspired  with  the  highest  enthusiasm, 
and  had  long  regarded  with  dread  and  with  hatred 
the  encroachment  of  the  whites  upon  the  hunting- 
grounds  of  his  fathers.  His  brother,  the  Prophet,  was 
anorator,  who  could  sway  the  feelings  of  the  untutored 
Indian  as  the  gale  tossed  the  tree-tops  beneath  which 
they  dwelt. 

But  the  Prophet  was  not  merely  an  orator :  he  was, 
i.i  the  superstitious  minds  of  the  Indians,  invested 
with  the  superhuman  dignity  of  a  medicine-man  or  a 
magician.  With  an  enthusiasm  unsurpassed  by  Peter 
the  Hermit  rousing  Europe  to  the  crusades,  he  went 
from  tribe  to  tribe,  assuming  that  he  was  specially  sent 
by  the  Great  Spirit. 

Gov.  Harrison  made  many  attempts  to  conciliate 
the  Indians,  but  at  last  the  war  came,  and  at  Tippe- 
canoe the  Indians  were  routed  with  great  slaughter. 
October  28,  1812,  his  army  began  its  march.  When 
near  the  Prophet's  town  three  Indians  of  rank  made 
their  appearance  and  inquired  why  Gov.  Harrison  was 
approaching  them  in  so  hostile  an  attitude.  After  a 
short  conference,  arrangements  were  made  for  a  meet- 
ing the  next  day,  to  agree  upon  terms  of  peace. 

But  Gov.  Harrison  was  too  well  acquainted  with 
the  Indian  character  to  be  deceived  by  such  protes- 
tations. Selecting  a  favorable  spot  for  his  night's  en- 
campment, he  took  every  precaution  against  surprise. 
His  troops  were  posted  in  a  hollow  square,  and  slept 
upon  their  arms. 

The  troops  threw  themselves  upon  the  ground  for 
rest;  but  every  man  had  his  accoutrements  on,  his 
loaded  musket  by  his  side,  and  his  bayonet  fixed.  The 
wakeful  Governor,  between  three  and  four  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  had  risen,  and  was  sitting  in  conversa- 
tion with  his  aids  by  the  embers  of  a  waning  fire.  It 
was  a  chill,  cloudy  morning  with  a  drizzling  rain.  In 
the  darkness,  the  Indians  had  crept  as  near  as  possi- 
ble, and  just  then,  with  a  savage  yell,  rushed,  with  all 
the  desperation  which  superstition  and  passion  most 
highly  inflamed  could  give,  upon  the  left  flank  of  the 
little  army.  The  savages  had  been  amply  provided 
with  guns  and  ammunition  by  the  English.  Their 
war-whoop  was  accompained  by  a  shower  of  bullets. 

The  camp-fires  were  instantly  extinguished,  as  the 
light  aided  the  Indians  in  their  aim.  With  hide- 
Mis  yells,  the  Indian  bands  rushed  on,  not  doubting  a, 
speedy  and  an  entire  victory.  But  Gen.  Harrison's 
troops  stood  as  immovable  as  the  rocks  around  them 
until  day  dawned :  they  then  made  a  simultaneous 
charge  with  the  bayonet,  and  swept  every  thing  be- 
fore   them,    and    completely    routing    the    foe. 


Gov.  Harrison  now  had  all  his  energies  tasked 
to  the  utmost.  The  British  descending  from  the  Can- 
adas,  were  of  themselves  a  very  formidable  force  ;  but 
with  their  savage  allies,  rushing  like  wolves  from  the 
forest,  searching  out  every  remote  farm-house,  burn- 
ing, plundering,  scalping,  torturing,  the  wide  frontier 
was  plunged  into  a  state  of  consternation  which  even 
the  most  vivid  imagination  can  but  faintly  conceive. 
The  war-whoop  was  resounding  everywhere  in  the 
forest.  The  horizon  was  illuminated  with  the  conflagra- 
tion of  the  cabins  of  the  settlers.  Gen  Hull  had  made 
the  ignominious  surrender  of  his  forces  at  Detroit. 
Under  these  despairing  circumstances,  Gov.  Harrison 
was  appointed  by  President  Madison  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  North-western  army,  with  orders  to  retake 
Detroit,  and  to  protect  the  frontiers. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  place  a  man  in  a  situation 
demanding  more  energy,  sagacity  and  courage;  but 
General  Harrison  was  found  equal  to  the  position, 
and  nobly  and  triumphantly  did  he  meet  all  the  re- 
sponsibilities. 

He  won  the  love  of  his  soldiers  by  always  sharing 
with  them  their  fatigue.  His  whole  baggage,  while 
pursuing  the  foe  up  the  Thames,  was  carried  in  a 
valise;  and  his  bedding  consisted  of  a  single  blanket 
lashed  over  his  saddle.  Thirty-five  British  officers, 
his  prisoners  of  war,  supped  with  him  after  the  battle. 
The  only  fare  he  could  give  them  was  beef  roasted 
before  the  fire,  without  bread  or  salt. 

In  1 816,  Gen.  Harrison  was  chosen  a  member  of 
the  National  House  of  Representatives,  to  represent 
the  District  of  Ohio.  In  Congress  he  proved  an 
active  member;  and  whenever  he  spoke,  it  was  with 
force  of  reason  and  powrerof  eloquence,  which  arrested 
the  attention  of  all  the  members. 

In  1 81 9,  Harrison  was  elected  to  the  Senate  of 
Ohio;  and  in  1824,  as  one  of  the  presidential  electors 
of  that  State,  he  gave  his  vote  for  Henry  Clay.  The 
same  year  he  was  chosen  to  the  United  States  Senate. 

In  1836,  the  friends  of  Gen.  Harrison  brought  him 
forward  as  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency  against 
Van  Buren,  but  he  was  defeated.  At  the  close  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren's  term,  he  was  re-nominated  by  his 
party,  and  Mr.  Harrison  was  unanimously  nominated 
by  the  Whigs,  with  John  Tyler  for  the  Vice  Presidency. 
The  contest  was  very  animated.  Gen.  Jackson  gave 
all  his  influence  to  prevent  Harrison's  election  ;  but 
his  triumph  was  signal. 

The  cabinet  which  he  formed,  with  Daniel  Webster 
at  its  head  as  Secretary  of  State,  was  one  of  the  most 
brilliant  with  which  any  President  had  ever  been 
surrounded.  Never  were  the  prospects  of  an  admin- 
istration more  flattering,  or  the  hopes  of  the  country 
more  sanguine.  In  the  midst  of  these  bright  and 
joyous  prospects,  Gen.  Harrison  was  seized  by  a 
pleurisv-fever  and  after  a  few  days  of  violent  sick- 
ness, died  on  the  4th  of  April ;  just  one  month  after 
his  inauguration  as  President  of  the  United  States. 
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OHN    TYLER,     the    tenth 
)  Presidentof  the  United  States. 
He  was  born  in  Charles-city 
Co.,  Va.,  March  29, 1790.  He 
was  the  favored  child   of  af- 
fluence and  high    social    po- 
sition.    At  the    early  age   of 
twelve,  John  entered  William 
and  Mary  College  and  grad- 
uated with  much  honor  when 
but  seventeen  years  old.  After 
graduating,  he  devoted  him- 
self with    great    assiduity  to    the 
study    of    law,    partly   with    his 
father   and    partly  with   Edmund 
Randolph,  one  of  the  most  distin- 
guished lawyers  of  Virginia. 

At  nineteen  years  of  age,  ne 
commenced  the  practice  of  law. 
His  success  was  rapid  and  aston- 
ishing. It  is  said  that  three 
months  had  not  elapsed  ere  there 
was  scarcely  a  case  on  the  dock- 
et of  the  court  in  which  he  was 
not  retained.  When  but  twenty-one  years  of  age,  he 
was  almost  unanimously  elected  to  a  seat  in  the  State 
Legislature.  He  connected  himself  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  warmly  advocated  the  measures  of 
Jefferson  and  Madison.  For  five  successive  years  he 
was  elected  to  the  Legislature,  receiving  nearly  the 
unanimous  vote  or  his  county. 

When  but  twenty-six  years  of  age,  he  was  elected 
a  member  of  Congress.  Here  lie  acted  earnestly  and 
ably  with  the  Democratic  party,  opposing  a  national 
bank,  internal  improvements  by  the  General  Govern- 


ment, a  protective  tariff,  and  advocating  a  strict  con- 
struction of  the  Constitution,  and  the  most  careful 
vigilance  over  State  rights.'  His  labors  in  Congress 
were  so  arduous  that  before  the  close  of  his  second 
term  he  found  it  necessary  to  resign  and  retire  to  his 
estate  in  Charles-city  Co.,  to  recruit  his  health.  He, 
however,  soon  after  consented  to  take  his  seat  in  the 
State  Legislature,  where  his  influence  was  powerful 
in  promoting  public  works  of  great  utility.  With  a 
reputation  thus  canstantly  increasing,  he  was  chosen 
by  a  very  large  majority  of  votes,  Governor  of  his 
native  State.  His  administration  was  signally  a  suc- 
cessful one.     His  popularity  secured  his  re-election. 

John  Randolph,  a  brilliant,  erratic,  half-crazed 
man,  then  represented  Virginia  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States.  A  portion  of  the  Democratic  party 
was  displeased  with  Mr.  Randolph's  wayward  .course, 
and  brought  forward  John  Tyler  as  his  opponent, 
considering  him  the  only  man  in  Virginia  of  sufficient 
popularity  to  succeed  against  the  renowned  orator  of 
Roanoke.     Mr.  Tyler  was  the  victor. 

In  accordance  with  his  professions,  upon  taking  his 
seat  in  the  Senate,  he  joined  the  ranks  of  the  opposi- 
tion. He  opposed  the  tariff;  he  spoke  against  and 
voted  against  the  bank  as  unconstitutional ;  he  stren- 
uously opposed  all  restrictions  upon  slavery,  resist- 
ing all  projects  of  internal  improvements  by  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  and  avowed  his  sympathy  with  Mr. 
Calhoun's  view  of  nullification  ;  he  declared  that  Gen. 
Jackson,  by  his  opposition  to  the  nullifiers,  had 
abandoned  the  piinciples  of  the  Democratic  party. 
Such  was  Mr.  Tyler's  record  in  Congress, — a  record 
in  perfect  accordance  with  the  principles  which  he 
had  always  avowed. 

Returning  to  Virginia,  he  resumed  the  practice  of 
his  profession.     There  was  a  cplit  in  the   Democratic 
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party.  His  friends  still  regarded  him  as  a  true  Jef- 
fersonian,  gave  him  a  dinner,  and  showered  compli- 
ments upon  him.  He  had  now  attained  the  age  of 
forty-six.  His  career  had  been  very  brilliant.  In  con- 
sequence of  his  devotion  to  public  business,  his  pri- 
vate affairs  had  fallen  into  some  disorder;  and  it  was 
not  without  satisfaction  that  he  resumed  the  practice 
of  law,  and  devoted  himself  to  the  culture  of  his  plan- 
tation. Soon  after  this  he  removed  to  Williamsburg, 
for  the  "better  education  of  his  children ;  and  he  again 
took  his  seat  in  the  Legislature  of  Virginia. 

By  the  Southern  Whigs,  he  was  sent  to  the  national 
convention  at  Harrisburg  to  nominate  a  President  in 
7839.  The  majority  of  votes  were  given  to  Gen.  Har- 
rison, a  genuine  Whig,  much  to  the  disappointment  of 
the  South,  who  wished  for  Henry  Clay.  To  concili- 
ate the  Southern  Whigs  and  to  secure  their  vote,  the 
convention  then  nominated  John  Tyler  for  Vice  Pres- 
ident. It  was  well  known  that  he  was  not  in  sympa- 
thy with  the  Whig  party  in  the  Noith:  but  the  Vice 
President  has  but  very  little  power  in  the  Govern- 
ment, his  main  and  almost  only  duty  being  to  pre- 
side over  the  meetings  of  the  Senate.  Thus  it  hap- 
pened that  a  Whig  President,  and,  in  reality,  a 
Democratic  Vice  President  were  chosen. 

In  1 84 1,  Mr.  Tyler  was  inaugurated  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  In  one  short  month  from 
that  time,  President  Harrison  died,  and  Mr.  Tyler 
thus  :cund  himself,  to  his  own  surprise  and  that  of 
the  whole  Nation,  an  occupant  of  the  Presidential 
chair.  This  was  a  new  test  of  the  stability  of  our 
institutions,  as  it  was  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  our 
country  that  such  an  event  had  occured.  Mr.  Tyler 
was  at  home  in  Williamsburg  when  he  received  the 
unexpected  tidings  of  the  death  of  President  Harri- 
son. He  hastened  to  Washington,  and  on  the  6th  of 
April  was  inaugurated  to  the  high  and  responsible 
office.  He  was  placed  in  a  position  of  exceeding 
delicacy  and  difficulty.  All  his  long  life  he  had  been 
opposed  to  the  main  principles  of  the  party  which  had 
brought  him  into  power.  He  had  ever  been  a  con- 
sistent, honest  man,  with  an  unblemished  record. 
Gen.  Harrison  had  selected  a  Whig  cabinet.  Should 
he  retain  them,  and  thus  surround  himself  with  coun- 
sellors whose  views  were  antagonistic  to  his  own?  or, 
on  the  other  hand,  should  he  turn  against  the  party 
which  had  elected  him  and  select  a  cabinet  in  har- 
mony with  himself,  and  which  would  oppose  all  those 
views  which  the  Whigs  deemed  essential  to  the  pub- 
lic welfare?  This  was  his  fearful  dilemma.  He  in- 
vited the  cabinet  which  President  Harrison  had 
selected  to  retain  their  seats.  He  reccommended  a 
day  of  fasting  and  prayer,  that  God  would  guide  and 
bless  us. 

The  Whigs  carried  through  Congress  a  bill  for  the 
incorporation  of  a  fiscal  bank  of  the  United  States. 
The  President,  after  ten  days;  delay,  returned  it  with 
his  veto.      He  suggested,  however,  that  he  would 


approve  of  a  bill  drawn  up  upon  such  a  plan  as  he 
proposed.  Such  a  bill  was  accordingly  prepared,  and 
privately  submitted  to  him.  He  gave  it  his  approval. 
It  was  passed  without  alteration,  and  he  sent  it  back 
with  his  veto.  Here  commenced  the  open  rupture. 
It  is  said  that  Mr.  Tyler  was  provoked  to  this  meas- 
ure by  a  published  letter  from  the  Hon.  John  M. 
Botts,  a  distinguished  Virginia  Whig,  who  severely 
touched  the  pride  of  the  President. 

The  opposition  now  exultingly  received  the  Presi- 
dent into  their  arms.  The  party  which  elected  him 
denounced  him  bitterly.  All  the  members  of  his 
cabinet,  excepting  Mr.  Webster,  resigned.  The  Whigs 
of  Congress,  both  the  Senate  and  the  House,  held  a 
meeting  and  issued  an  address  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  proclaiming  that  all  political  alliance 
between  the  Whigs  and  President  Tyler  were  at 
an  end. 

Still  the  President  attempted  to  conciliate.  He 
appointed  a  new  cabinet  of  distinguished  Whigs  and 
Conservatives,  carefully  leaving  out  all  strong  party 
men.  Mr.  Webster  soon  found  it  necessary  to  resign, 
forced  out  by  the  pressure  of  his  Whig  friends.  Thus 
the  four  years  of  Mr.  Tyler's  unfortunate  administra- 
tion passed  sadly  away.  No  one  was  satisfied.  The 
land  was  filled  with  murmurs  and  vituperation.  Whigs 
and  Democrats  alike  assailed  him.  More  and  more, 
however,  he  brought  himself  into  sympathy  with  his 
old  friends,  the  Democrats,  until  at  the  close  of  his  term, 
he  gave  his  whole  influence  to  the  support  of  Mr. 
Polk,  the  Democratic  candidate  for  his  successor. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1845,  he  retired  from  the 
harassments  of  office,  to  the  regret  of  neither  party,  and 
probably  to  his  own  unspeakable  relief.  His  first  wife, 
Miss  Letitia  Christian,  died  in  Washington,  in  1842; 
and  in  June,  1844,  President  Tyler  was  again  married, 
at  New  York,  to  Miss  Julia  Gardiner,  a  young  lady  of 
many  personal  and  intellectual  accomplishments/ 

The  remainder  of  his  days  Mr.  Tyler  passed  mainly 
in  retirement  at  his  beautiful  home, — Sherwood  For- 
est, Charles-city  Co.,  Va.  A  polished  gentleman  in 
his  manners,  richly  furnished  with  information  from 
books  and  experience  in  the  world,  and  possessing 
brilliant  powers  of  conversation,  his  family  circle  was 
the  scene  of  unusual  attractions.  With  sufficient 
means  for  the  exercise  of  a  generous  hospitality,  he 
might  have  enjoyed  a  serene  old  age  with  the  few 
friends  who  gathered  around  him,  were  it  not  for  the 
storms  of  civil  war  which  his  own  principles  and 
policy  had  helped  to  introduce. 
^  When  the  great  Rebellion  rose,  which  the  State 
rights  and  nullifying  doctrines  of  Mr.  John  C.  Cal- 
houn had  inaugurated,  President  Tyler  renounced  his 
allegiance  to  the  United  States,  and  joined  the  Confed- 
erates. He  was  chosen  a  member  of  their  Congress; 
and  while  engaged  in  active  measures  to  destroy,  b* 
force  of  arms,  the  Government  over  which  he  had 
once  presided,  he   was  taken   sick  and  soon  died. 
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AMES  K.  POLK,  the  eleventh 
^President  of  the  United  States, 
was  born  in  Mecklenburg  Co., 
N.  C.,Nov.  2,  1795.     His  par- 
ents were   Samuel   and    Jane 
(Knox)  Polk,  the  former  a  son 
of  Col.  Thomas  Polk,  who  located 
at  the  above  place,  as  one  of  the 
first  pioneers,  in  1735. 

In  the  year  1006,  with  his  wife 
and  children,  and  soon  after  fol- 
lowed by  most  of  the  members  of 
the  Polk  famly,  Samuel  Polk  emi- 
grated some  two  or  three  hundred 
miles  farther  west,  to  the  rich  valley 
of  the  Duck  River.  Here  in  the 
midst  of  the  wilderness,  in  a  region 
which  was  subsequently  called  Mau- 
ry Co.,  they  reared  their  log  huls, 
and  established  their  homes.  In  the 
hard  toil  of  a  new  farm  in  the  wil- 
derness, James  K.  Polk  spent  the 
early  years  of  his  childhood  and 
youth.  His  father,  adding  the  pur- 
suit of  a  surveyor  to  that  of  a  farmer, 
gradually  increased  in  wealth  until 
he  became  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  region.  His 
mother  was  a  superior  woman,  of  strong  common 
sense  and  earnest  piety. 

Very  early  in  life,  James  developed  a  taste  for 
reading  and  expressed  the  strongest  desire  to  obtain 
a  liberal  education.  His  mother's  training  had  made 
him  methodical  in  his  habits,  had  taught  him  punct- 
uality and  industry,  and  had  inspired  him  with  lofty 
principles  of  morality.  His  health  was  frail ;  and  his 
filler,  fearing  th^t  he  might  not  be  able  to  endure  a 


sedentary  life,  got  a   situation   for   him   behind   the 
counter,  hoping  to  fit  him  for  commercial  pursuits. 

This  was  to  James  a  bitter  disappointment.  He 
had  no  taste  for  these  duties,  and  his  daily  tasks 
were  irksome  in  the  extreme.  He  remained  in  this 
uncongenial  occupation  but  a  few  weeks,  when  at  his 
earnest  solicitation  his  father  removed  him,  and  made 
arrangements  for  him  to  prosecute  his  studies.  Soon 
after  he  sent  him  to  Murfreesboro  Academy.  With 
ardor  which  could  scarcely  be  surpassed,  he  pressed 
forward  in  his  studies,  and  in  less  than  two  and  a  half 
years,  in  the  autumn  of  1815,  entered  the  sophomore 
class  in  the  University  of  North  Carolina,  at  Chapel 
Hill.  Here  he  was  one  of  the  most  exemplary  of 
scholars,  punctual  in  every  exercise,  never  allowing 
himself  to  be  absent  from  a  recitation  or  a  religious 
service. 

He  graduated  in  18 18,  with  the  highest  honors,  be* 
ing  deemed  the  best  scholar  of  his  class,  both  in 
mathematics  and  the  classics.  He  was  then  twenty- 
three  years  of  age.  Mr.  Polk's  health  was  at  this 
time  much  impaired  by  the  assiduity  with  which  he 
had  prosecuted  his  studies.  After  a  short  season  of 
relaxation  he  went  to  Nashville,  and  entered  the 
office  of  Felix  Grundy,  to  study  law.  Here  Mr.  Polk 
renewed  his  acquaintance  with  Andrew  Jackson,  who 
resided  on  his  plantation,  the  Hermitage,  but  a  few 
miles  from  Nashville.  They  had  probably  been 
slightly  acquainted  before. 

Mr.  Polk's  father  was  a  JerTersonian  Republican, 
and  James  K.  Polk  ever  adhered  to  the  same  politi- 
cal faith.  He  was  a  popular  public  speaker,  and  was 
constantly  called  upon  to  address  the  meetings  of  his 
party  friends.  His  skill  as  a  speaker  was  such  thor 
he  was  popularly  called  the  Napoleon  of  the  stump 
ff 5  w§s  §  man  of  unblemished   morals,   genial  arcf 
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sourtcrus  in  his  bearing,  and  with  that  sympathetic 
nature  in  the  jo)  s  and  griefs  of  others  which  ever  gave 
him  troops  of  friends.  In  1823,  Mr.  Polk  was  elected 
to  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee.  Here  he  gave  his 
strong  influence  towards  the  election  of  his  friend, 
Mr.  Jackson,  to  the  Presidency  of  the  United  States. 

In  January,  1824,  Mr.  Polk  married  Miss  Sarah 
Childress,  of  Rutherford  Co.,  Tenn.  His  bride  was 
altogether  worthy  of  him, — a  lady  of  beauty  and  cul- 
ture. In  the  fall  of  1825,  Mr.  Polk  was  chosen  a 
member  of  Congress.  The  satisfaction  which  he  gave 
to  his  constituents  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact,  that 
for  fourteen  successive  years,  until  1839,  he  was  con- 
tinued in  that  office.  He  then  voluntarily  withdrew, 
only  that  he  might  accept  the  Gubernatorial  chair 
of  Tennessee.  In  Congress  he  was  a  laborious 
member,  a  frequent  and  a  popular  speaker.  He  was 
alwr»ys  in  his  seat,  always  courteous ;  and  whenever 
he  spoke  it  was  always  to  the  point,  and  without  any 
ambitious  rhetorical  display. 

During  five  sessions  of  Congress,  Mr.  Polk  was 
Speaker  of  the  House,  Strong  passions  were  roused, 
and  stormy  scenes  were  witnessed  ;  but  Mr.  Polk  per- 
formed his  arduous  duties  to  a  very  general  satisfac- 
tion, and  a  unanimous  vote  of  thanks  to  him  was 
passed  by  the  House  as  he  withdrew  on  the  4th  of 
March,  1839. 

In  accordance  with  Southern  usage,  Mr.  Polk,  as  a 
candidate  for  Governor,  canvassed  the  State.  He  was 
elected  by  a  large  majority,  and  on  the  14th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1839,  took  the  oath  of  office  at  Nashville.  In  1841, 
his  term  of  office  expired,  and  he  was  again  the  can- 
didate of  the  Democratic  party,  but  was  defeated. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1845,  Mr.  ^o\k  was  inaugur- 
ated President  of  the  United  States.  The  verdict  of 
the  country  in  favor  of  the  annexation  of  Texas,  exerted 
its  influence  upon  Congress ;  and  the  last  act  of  the 
administration  of  President  Tyler  was  to  affix  his  sig- 
nature to  a  joint  resolution  of  Congress,  passed  on  the 
'3d  of  March,  approving  of  the  annexation  of  Texas  to 
the  American  Union.  As  Mexico  still  claimed  Texas 
as  one  of  her  provinces,  the  Mexican  minister, 
Almonte,  immediately  demanded  his  passports  and 
left  the  country,  declaring  the  act  of  the  annexation 
to  be  an  act  hostile  to  Mexico. 

In  his  first  message,  President  Polk  urged  that 
Texas  should  immediately,  by  act  of  Congress,  be  re- 
ceived into  the  Union  on  the  same  footing  with  the 
other  States.  In  the  meantime,  Gen.  Taylor  was  sent 


with  an  army  into  Texas  to  hold  the  country.  He  was 
sent  first  to  Nueces,  which  the  Mexicans  said  was  the 
western  boundary  of  Texas.  Then  he  was  sent  yearly 
two  hundred  miles  further  west,  to  the  Rio  Grande, 
where  he  erected  batteries  which  commanded  the 
Mexican  city  of  Matamoras,  which  was  situated  on 
the  western  banks. 

The  anticipated  collision  soon  took  place,  and  wai 
was  declared  against  Mexico  by  President  Polk.  The 
war  was  pushed  forward  by  Mr.  Polk's  administration 
with  great  vigor.  Gen.  Taylor,  whose  army  was  first 
called  one  of  " observation,"  then  of  "occupation/ 
then  of  "  in  vasion, "  was  sent  forward  to  Monterey.  The 
feeble  Mexicans,  in  every  encounter,  were  hopelessly 
and  awfully  slaughtered.  The  day  of  judgement 
alone  can  reveal  the  misery  which  this  war  caused. 
It  was  by  the  ingenuity  of  Mr.  Polk's  administration 
that  the  war  was  brought  on. 

4 To  the  victors  belong  the  spoils."  Mexico  was 
prostrate  before  us.  Her  capital  was  in  our  hands. 
We  now  consented  to  peace  upon  the  condition  that 
Mexico  should  surrender  to  us,  in  addition  to  Texas, 
all  of  New  Mexico,  and  all  of  Upper  and  Lower  Cal- 
ifornia. This  new  demand  embraced,  exclusive  of 
Texas,  eight  hundred  thousand  square  miles.  This 
was  an  extent  of  territory  equal  to  nine  States  of  the 
size  of  New  York.  Thus  slavery  was  securing  eighteen 
majestic  States  to  be  added  to  the  Union.  There  were 
some  Americans  who  thought  it  all  right :  there  were 
others  who  thought  it  all  wrong.  In  the  prosecution 
of  this  war,  we  expended  twenty  thousand  lives  and 
more  than  a  hundred  million  of  dollars.  Of  this 
money  fifteen  millions  were  paid  to  Mexico. 

On  the  3d  of  March,  1849,  Mr.  Polk  retired  from 
office,  having  served  one  term.  The  next  day  was 
Sunday.  On  the  5th,  Gen.  Taylor  was  inaugurated 
as  his  successor.  Mr.  Polk  rode  to  the  Capitol  in  the 
same  carriage  with  Gen.  Taylor;  and  the  same  even- 
ing, with  Mrs.  Polk,  he  commenced  his  return  to 
Tennessee.  He  was  then  but  fifty-four  years  of  age. 
He  had  ever  been  strictly  temperate  in  all  his  habits, 
and  his  health  was  good,  With  an  ample  fortune, 
a  choice  library,  a  cultivated  mind,  and  domestic  ties 
of  the  dearest  nature,  it  seemed  as  though  long  years 
of  tranquility  and  happiness  were  before  him.  But  the 
cholera — that  fearful  scourge— was  then  sweeping  up 
the  Valley  of  the  Mississippi.  This  he  contracted, 
and  died  on  the  15th  of  June,  1849,  in  tne  fiftv-foiirth 
year  of  his  age,  greatly  mourned  by  his  countrymen. 
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ACHARY  TAYLOR,  twelfth 
President  of  the  United  States, 
*Vas  born  on  the  24th  of  Nov., 
1784,  in  Orange  Co.,  Va.  His 
father,  Colonel  Taylor,  was 
a  Virginian  of  note,  and  a  dis- 
tinguished patriot  and  soldier  of 
the  Revolution.  When  Zachary 
was  an  infant,  his  father  with  his 
wife  and  two  children,  emigrated 
to  Kentucky,  where  he  settled  in 
the  pathless  wilderness,  a  few 
miles  from  Louisville.  In  this  front- 
ier home,  away  from  civilization  and 
all  its  refinements,  young  Zachary 
could  enjoy  but  few  social  and  educational  advan- 
tages. When  six  years  of  age  he  attended  a  common 
school,  and  was  then  regarded  as  a  bright,  active  boy, 
rather  remarkable  for  bluntness  and  decision  of  char- 
acter He  was  strong,  fearless  and  self-reliant,  and 
manifested  a  strong  desire  to  enter  the  army  to  fight 
the  Indians  who  were  ravaging  the  frontiers.  There 
is  little  to  be  recorded  of  the  uneventful  years  of  his 
childhood  on  his  father's  large  but  lonely  plantation, 
In  1808,  his  father  succeeded  in  obtaining  for  him 
the  commission  of  lieutenant  in  the  United  States 
army ;  and  lie  joined  the  troops  which  were  stationed 
at  New  Orleans  under  Gen.  Wilkinson.  Soon  after 
this  he  married  Miss  Margaret  Smith,  a  young  lady 
from  one  of  the  first  families  of  Maryland. 

Immediately  after  the  declaration  of  war  with  Eng- 
land, in  18 1 2,  Capt.  Taylor  (for  he  had  then  been 
promoted  to  that  rank)  was  put  in  command  of  Fort 
Harrison,  on  the  Wabash,  about  fifty  miles  above 
Vincennes.  This  fort  had  been  built  in  the  wilder- 
ness by  Gen.  Harrison,on  his  march  to  Tippecanoe. 
It  was  one  of  the  first  points  of  attack  by  the  Indians, 
)cd  by  Tecumseh,     Its  garrison  consisted  of  a  broken 


company  of  infantry  numbering   fifty  men,    many  of 
whom  were  sick. 

Early  in  the  autumn  of  18 12,  the  Indians,  stealthily, 
and  in  large  numbers,  moved  upon  the  fort.  Their 
approach  was  first  indicated  by  the  murder  of  two 
soldiers  just  outside  of  the  stockade.  Capt.  Taylor 
made  every  possible  preparation  to  meet  the  antici- 
pated assault.  On  the  4th  of  September,  a  band  of 
forty  painted  and  plumed  savages  came  to  the  fort, 
waving  a  white  flag,  and  informed  Capt.  Taylor  that 
in  the  morning  their  chief  would  come  to  have  a  talk 
with  him.  It  was  evident  that  their  object  was  merely 
to  ascertain  the  state  of  things  at  the  fort,  and  Capt. 
Taylor,  well  versed  in  the  wiles  of  the  savages,  kept 
them  at  a  distance. 

The  sun  went  down;  the  savages  disappeared,  the 
garrison  slept  upon  their  arms.  One  hour  before 
midnight  the  war  whoop  burst  from  a  thousand  lips 
in  the  forest  around,  followed  by  the  discharge  of 
musketry,  and  the  rush  of  the  foe.  Every  man,  sick 
and  well,  sprang  to  his  post.  Every  man  knew  that 
defeat  was  not  merely  death,  but  in  the  case  of  cap- 
ture, death  by  the  most  agonizing  and  prolonged  tor- 
ture. No  pen  can  describe,  no  immagination  can 
conceive  the  scenes  which  ensued.  The  savages  suc- 
ceeded in  setting  fire  to  one  of  the  block-houses* 
Until  six  o'clock  in  the  morning,  this  awful  conflict 
continued.  The  savages  then,  baffled  at  every  point, 
and  gnashing  their  teeth  with  rage,  retired.  Capt. 
Taylor,  for  this  gallant  defence,  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  major  by  brevet. 

Until  the  close  of  the  war,  Major  Taylor  was  placed 
in  such  situations  that  he  saw  but  little  more  of  active 
service.  He  was  sent  far  away  into  the  depths  of  the 
wilderness,  to  Fort  Crawford,  on  Fox  River,  which 
empties  into  Green  Bay.  Here  there  was  but  little 
to  be  done  but  to  wear  away  the  tedious  hours  as  one 
best  could.     There  were  no  books,  no  society,  no  in- 
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tellectual  stimulus.  Thus  with  him  the  uneventful 
years  roiled  on  Gradually  he  rose  to  the  rank  of 
colonel.  In  the  Black  Hawk  war,  which  resulted  in 
the  capture  of  that  renowned,  chieftain,  Col  Taylor 
took  a  subordinate  but  a  brave  and  efficient  part. 
9  For  twenty-four  years  Col.  Taylor  was  engaged  in 
the  defence  of  the  frontiers,  in  scenes  so  remote,  and  in 
employments  so  obscure,  that  his  name  was  unknown 
beyond  the  limits  of  his  own  immediate  acquaintance. 
In  the  year  1836,  he  was  sent  to  Florida  to  compel 
the  Seminole  Indians  to  vacate  that  region  and  re- 
tire beyond  the  Mississippi,  as  their  chiefs  by  treaty, 
imC  promised  they  should  do.  The  services  rendered 
he.:c  secured  for  Col.  Taylor  the  high  appreciation  of 
the  Government;  and  as  a  reward,  he  was  elevated 
te  ;he  rank  of  brigadier-general  by  brevet;  and  soon 
after,  in  May,  1838,  was  appointed  to  the  chief  com- 
mand of  the  United  States  troops  in  Florida. 

After  two  years  of  such  wearisome  employment 
amidst  the  everglades  of  the  peninsula,  Gen.  Taylor 
obtained,  at  his  own  request,  a  change  of  command, 
uid  was  stationed  over  the  Department  of  the  South- 
west. This  field  embraced  Louisiana,  Mississippi, 
Alabama  and  Georgia.  Establishing  his  headquarters 
at  Fort  Jessup,  in  Louisiana,  he  removed  his  family 
to  a  plantation  which  he  purchased,  near  Baton  Rogue. 
Here  he  remained  for  five  years,  buried,  as  it  were, 
from  the  world,  but  faithfully  discharging  every  duty 
imposed  upon  him. 

In  1846,  Gen.  Taylor  was  sent  to  guard  the  land 
between  the  Nueces  and  Rio  Grande,  the  latter  river 
being  the  boundary  of  Texas,  which  was  then  claimed 
by  the  United  States.  Soon  the  war  with  Mexico 
was  brought  on,  and  at  Palo  Alto  and  Resaca  de  la 
Palma,  Gen.  Taylor  won  brilliant  victories  over  the 
Mexicans.  The  rank  of  major-general  by  brevet 
was  then  conferred  upon  Gen.  Taylor,  and  his  name 
was  received  with  enthusiasm  almost  everywhere  in 
the  Nation.  Then  came  the  battles  of  Monterey  and 
Buena  Vista  in  which  he  won  signal  victories  over 
forces  much  larger  than  he  commanded. 

His  careless  habits  of  dress  and  his  unaffected 
simplicity,  secured  for  Gen.  Taylor  among  his  troops, 
the  sobriquet  of  "Old  Rough  and  Ready.' 

The  tidings  of  the  brilliant  victory  of  Buena  Vista 
spread  the  wildest  enthusiasm  over  the  country.  The 
name  of  Gen.  Taylor  was  on  every  one's  lips.  The 
Whig  party  decided  to  take  advantage  of  this  wonder- 
ful popularity  in  bringing  forward  the  unpolished,  un- 
lettered, honest  soldier  as  their  candidate  for  the 
Presidency.  Gen.  Taylor  was  astonished  at  the  an- 
nouncement, and  for  a  time  would  not  listen  to  it;  de- 
claring that  he  was  not  at  all  qualified  for  such  an 
office.  So  little  interest  had  he  taken  in  politics  that, 
for  forty  years,  he  had  not  cast  a  vote.  It  was  not 
without  chagrin  that  several  distinguished  statesmen 
who  had  been  long  years  in  the  public  service  found 

thsir  claims  set  aside  in.  behalf  of  one  whose  name 


had  never  been  heard  of,  save  in  connection  with  Palo 
Alto,  Resaca  de  la  Palma,  Monterey  and  Buena 
Vista.  It  Is  paid  that  Daniel  Webster,  in  his  haste  re- 
marked, "It  is  a  nomination  not  fit  to  be  made." 

Gen.  Taylor  was  not  an  eloquent  speaker  nor  a  fine 
writer  His  friends  took  possession  of  him,  and  pre- 
pared such  few  communications  as  it  was  needful 
should  be  presented  to  the  public.  The  popularity  of 
the  successful  warrior  swept  the  land.  He  was  tri- 
umphantly elected  over  two  opposing  candidates, — 
Gen.  Cass  and  Ex-President  Martin  Van  Buren. 
Though  he  selected  an  excellent  cabinet,  the  good 
old  man  found  himself  in  a  very  uncongenial  position, 
and  was,  at  times,  sorely  perplexed  and  harassed. 
His  mental  sufferings  were  very  severe,  and  probably 
tended  to  hasten  his  death.  The  pro-slavery  party 
was  pushing  its  claims  with  tireless  energy,  expedi- 
tions were  fitting  out  to  capture  Cuba  ;  California  was 
pleading  for  admission  to  the  Union,  while  slavery 
stood  at  the  door  to  bar  her  out.  Gen.  Taylor  found 
the  political  conflicts  in  Washington  to  be  far  more 
trying  to  the  nerves  than  battles  with  Mexicans  or 
Indians. 

In  the  midst  of  all  these  troubles,  Gen.  Taylor, 
after  he  had  occupied  the  Presidential  chair  but  little 
over  a  year,  took  cold,  and  after  a  brief  sickness  of 
but  little  over  five  days,  died  on  the  9th  of  July,  1850. 
His  last  words  were,  "I  am  not  afraid  to  die.  I  am 
ready.  I  have  endeavored  to  do  my  duty."  He  died 
universally  respected  and  beloved.  An  honest,  un- 
pretending man,  he  had  been  steadily  growing  in  the 
affections  of  the  people;  and  the  Nation  bitterly  la- 
mented his  death. 

Gen.  Scott,  who  was  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
Gen.  Taylor,  gave  the  following  graphic  and  truthful 
description  of  his  character:— "  With  a  good  store  of 
common  sense,  Gen.  Taylors  mind  had  not  been  en- 
larged and  refreshed  by  reading,  or  much  converse 
with  the  world.  Rigidity  of  ideas  was  the  conse- 
quence. The  frontiers  and  small  military  posts  had 
been  his  home.  Hence  he  was  quite  ignorant  for  his 
rank,  and  quite  bigoted  in  his  ignorance.  His  sim- 
plicity was  child-like,  and  with  innumerable  preju- 
dices, amusing  and  incorrigible,  well  suited  to  the 
tender  age.  Thus,  if  a  man,  however  respectable, 
chanced  to  wear  a  coat  of  an  unusual  color,  or  his  hat 
a  little  on  one  side  of  his  head ;  or  an  officer  to  leave 
a  corner  of  his  handkerchief  dangling  from  an  out- 
side pocket,— in  any  such  case,  this  critic  held  the 
offender  to  be  a  coxcomb  (perhaps  something  worse), 
whom  he  would  not,  to  use  his  oft  repeated  phrase, 
*  touch  with  a  pair  of  tongs.' 

"Any  allusion  to  literature  beyond  good  old  Dil- 
worth's  spelling-book,  on  the  part  of  one  wearing  a 
sword,  was  evidence,  with  the  same  judge,  of  utter 
unfitness  for  heavy  marchings  and  combats.  In  shor* 
few  men  have  ever  had  a  more  comfortable,  laoov 
saving  contempt  for  learnirg  of  every  kind," 
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ILLARD  FILLMORE,  thir- 
teenth President  of  the  United 
States,  was  born  at  Summer 
Hill,  Cayuga  Co.,  N.  Y  .,  on 
the  7th  of  January,  1800.  His 
father  was  a  farmer,  and  ow- 
ing to  misfortune,  in  humble  cir- 
cumstances. Of  his  mother,  the 
daughter  of  Dr.  Abiathar  Millard, 
of  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  it  has  been 
said  that  she  possessed  an  intellect 
of  very  high  order,  united  with  much 
personal  loveliness,  sweetness  of  dis- 
position, graceful  manners  and  ex- 
quisite sensibilities.  She  died  in 
1 83 1 ;  having  lived  to  see  her  son  a 
young  man  of  distinguished  prom- 
ise,  though  she  was  not  permitted  to  witness  the  high 
dignity  which  he  finally  attained. 

In  consequence  of  the  secluded  home  and  limited 
means  of  his  father,  Millard  enjoyed  but  slender  ad- 
vantages for  education  in  his  early  years.  The  com- 
mon schools,  which  he  occasionally  attended  were 
very  imperfect  institutions;  and  books  were  scarce 
and  expensive.  There  was  nothing  then  in  his  char- 
acter to  indicate  the  brilliant  career  upon  which  he 
was  about  to  enter.  He  was  a  plain  farmer's  boy ; 
intelligent,  good-looking,  kind-hearted.  The  sacred 
influences  of  home  had  taught  him  to  revere  the  Bible, 
and  had  laid  the  foundations  of  an  upright  character. 
When  fourteen  years  of  age,  his  father  sent  him 
some  hundred  miles  from  home,  to  the  then  wilds  of 
Livingston  County,  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  clothier. 
Near  the  mill  there  w$s  a,  small  villiage,  where  spme 


enterprising  man  had  commenced  the  collection  of  a 
village  library.  This  proved  an  inestimable  blessing 
to  young  Fillmore.  His  evenings  were  spent  in  read- 
ing. Soon  every  leisure  moment  was  occupied  with 
books.  His  thirst  for  knowledge  became  insatiate 
and  the  selections  which  he  made  were  continually 
more  elevating  and  instructive.  He  read  history, 
biography,  oratory,  and  thus  gradually  there  was  en- 
kindled in  his  heart  a  desire  to  be  something  more 
than  a  mere  worker  with  his  hands;  and  he  was  be- 
coming, almost  unknown  to  himself,  a  well-in  form  ed/ 
educated  man. 

The  young  clothier  had  now  attained  the  age  of 
nineteen  years,  and  was  of  fine  personal  appearance 
and  of  gentlemanly  demeanor.  It  so  happened  that 
there  was  a  gentleman  in  the  neighborhood  of  ample 
pecuniary  means  and  of  benevolence, — Judge  Walter 
Wood, — who  was  struck  with  the  prepossessing  ap- 
pearance of  young  Fillmore.  He  made  his  acquaint- 
ance, and  was  so  much  impressed  with  his  ability  and 
attainments  that  he  advised  him  to  abandon  his 
trade  and  devote  himself  to  the  study  of  the  law.  The 
young  man  replied,  that  he  had  no  means  of  his  own, 
no  friends  to  help  him  and  that  his  previous  educa- 
tion had  been  very  imperfect.  But  Judge  Wood  had 
so  much  confidence  in  him  that  he  kindly  offered  to 
take  him  into  his  own  office,  and  to  loan  him  such 
money  as  he  needed.  Most  gratefully  the  generous 
offer  was  accepted. 

There  is  in  many  minds  a  strange  delusion  abou!; 
a  collegiate  education.  A  young  man  is  supposed  to 
be  liberally  educated  if  he  has  graduated  at  some  col- 
lege. But  many  a  boy  loiters  through  university  hal  • ; 
w4  then  enters  a  law  Qffice?  who  is  bv  no  me ^nj  ^ 
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well  prepared  to  prosecute  his  legal  studies  as  was 
Millard  Fillmore  when  he  graduated  at  the  clothing- 
mill  at  the  end  of  four  years  of  manual  labor,  during 
which  every  leisure  moment  had  been  devoted  to  in- 
tense mental  culture. 

In  1823,  when  twenty-three  years  of  age,  he  was 
admitted  to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas.  He  then 
went  to  the  village  of  Aurora,  and  commenced  the 
practice  of  law.  In  this  secluded,  peaceful  region, 
his  practice  of  course  was  limited,  and  there  was  no 
opportunity  for  a  sudden  rise  in  fortune  or  in  fame. 
Here, in  the  year  1826,  he  married  a  lady  of  great 
moral  worth,  and  one  capable  of  adorning  any  station 
she  might  be  called  to  fill, — Miss  Abigail  Powers. 

His  elevation  of  character,  his  untiring  industry, 
his  legal  acquirements,  and  his  skill  as  an  advocate, 
gradually  attracted  attention ;  and  he  was  invited  to 
enter  into  partnership  under  highly  advantageous 
circumstances,  with  an  elder  member  of  the  bar  in 
Buffalo.  Just  before  removing  to  Buffalo,  in  1829, 
he  took  his  seat  in  the  House  of  Assembly,  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  as  a  representative  from  Erie 
County.  Though  he  had  never  taken  a  very  active 
part  in  politics,  his  vote  and  his  sympathies  were  with 
the  Whig  party.  The  State  was  then  Democratic, 
and  he  found  himself  in  a  helpless  minority  in  the 
Legislature ,  still  the  testimony  comes  from  all  parties, 
that  his  courtesy,  ability  and  integrity,  won,  to  a  very 
unusual  degree  the  respect  of  his  associates. 

In  the  autumn  of  1832,  he  was  elected  to  a  seat  in 
the  United  States  Congress.  He  entered  that  troubled 
arena  in  some  of  the  most  tumultuous  hours  of  our 
national  history.  The  great  conflict  respecting  the 
national  bank  and  the  removal  of  the  deposits,  was 
then  raging. 

His  term  of  two  years  closed  ;  and  he  returned  to 
his  profession,  which  he  pursued  with  increasing  rep- 
utation and  success.  After  a  lapse  of  two  years 
he  again  became  a  candidate  for  Congress ;  was  re- 
elected, and  took  his  seat  in  1837.  His  past  expe- 
rience as  a  representative  gave  him  strength  and 
confidence.  The  first  term  of  service  in  Congress  to 
any  man  can  be  but  little  more  than  an  introduction. 
He  was  now  prepared  for  active  duty.  All  his  ener- 
gies were  brought  to  bear  upon  the  public  good.  Every 
measure  received  his  impress. 

Mr.  Fillmore  was  now  a  man  of  wide  repute,  and 
his  popularity  filled  the  State,  and  in  the  year    1847, 

he  tf^s.  elected  Comptroller  of  the  State. 


Mr.  Fillmore  had  attained  the  age  of  forty-seven 
years.  His  labors  at  the  bar,  in  the  Legislature,  in 
Congress  and  as  Comptroller,  had  given  him  very  con- 
siderable fame.  The  Whigs  were  casting  about  to 
find  suitable  candidates  for  President  and  Vice-Presi- 
dent at  the  approaching  election.  Far  away,  on  the 
waters  of  the  Rio  Grande,  there  was  a  rough  old 
soldier,  who  had  fought  one  or  two  successful  battles 
with  the  Mexicans,  which  had  caused  his  name  to  be 
proclaimed  in  trumpet-tones  all  over  the  land.  But 
it  was  necessary  to  associate  with  him  on  the  same 
ticket  some  man  of  reputation  as  a  statesman. 

Under  the  influence  of  these  considerations,  the 
namesof  Zachary  Taylor  and  Millard  Fillmore  became 
the  rallying-cry  of  the  Whigs,  as  their  candidates  for 
President  and  Vice-Peesident.  The  Whig  ticket  was 
signally  triumphant.  On  the  4th  of  March,  1849, 
Gen.  Taylor  was  inaugurated  President,  and  Millard 
Fillmore  Vice-President,  of  the  United  States. 

On  the  9th  of  July,  1850,  President  Taylor,  but 
about  one  year  and  four  months  after  his  inaugura- 
tion, was  suddenly  taken  sick  and  died.  By  the  Con- 
stitution, Vice-President  Fillmore  thus  became  Presi- 
dent. He  appointed  a  very  able  cabinet,  of  which 
the  illustrious  Daniel  Webster  was  Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  Fillmore  had  very  serious  difficulties  to  contend 
with,  since  the  opposition  had  a  majority  in  both 
Houses.  He  did  everything  in  his  power  to  conciliate 
the  South ;  but  the  pro-slavery  party  in  the  South  felt 
the  inadequacy  of  all  measures  of  transient  conciliation. 
The  population  of  the  free  States  was  so  rapidly  in- 
creasing over  that  of  the  slave  States  that  it  was  in- 
evitable that  the  power  of  the  Government  should 
soon  pass  into  the  hands  of  the  free  States.  The 
famous  compromise  measures  were  adopted  under  Mr. 
Fillmcre's  adminstration,  and  the  Japan  Expedition 
was  sent  out.  On  the  4th  of  March,  1853,  Mr.  Fill- 
more, having  served  one  term,  retired. 

In  1856,  Mr.  Fillmore  was  nominated  for  the  Pres- 
idency by  the  "  Know  Nothing  "  party,  but  was  beaten 
by  Mr.  Buchanan.  After  that  Mr.  Fillmore  lived  in 
retirement.  During  the  terrible  conflict  of  civil  war, 
he  was  mostly  silent.  It  was  generally  supposed  that 
his  sympathies  were  rather  with  those  who  were  en- 
deavoring to  overthrow  our  institutions.  President 
Fillmore  kept  aloof  from  the  conflict,  without  any 
cordial  words  of  cheer  to  the  one  party  or  the  other. 
He  was  thus  forgotten  by  both.  He  lived  to  a  ripe 
old  age,  and  died  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  March  8,    1874. 
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RANKLIN    PIERCE,   the 
fourteenth    President  of  the 
H*  United  States,  was  born  in 
Hillsborough,    N.    H.,    Nov. 
23,  1804.     His  father  was  a 
Revolutionary  soldier,   who, 
with   his    own     strong    arm, 
hewed   out  a    home   in    the 
wilderness.     He  was  a  man 
of    inflexible    integrity;     of 
strong,  though   uncultivated 
mind,  and  an  uncompromis- 
ing Democrat.      The    mother  of 
Franklin  Pierce  was  all  that  a  son 
could  desire, — an  intelligent,  pru- 
dent, affectionate,  Christian  wom- 
an.    Franklin  was  the  sixth  of  eight  children. 

Franklin  was  a  very  bright  and  handsome  boy,  gen- 
erous, warm-hearted  and  brave.  He  won  alike  the 
love  of  old  and  young.  The  boys  on  the  play  ground 
loved  him.  His  teachers  loved  him.  The  neighbors 
looked  upon  him  with  pride  and  affection.  He  was 
by  instinct  a  gentleman;  always  speaking  kind  words, 
doing  kind  deeds,  with  a  peculiar  unstudied  tact 
which  taught  him  what  was  agreeable.  Without  de- 
veloping any  precocity  of  genius,  or  any  unnatural 
devotion  to  books,  he  was  a  good  scholar ;  in  body, 
in  mind,  in  affections,  a  finely-developed  boy. 

When  sixteen  years  of  age,  in  the  year  1820,  he 
entered  Bowdoin  College,  at  Brunswick,  Me  He  was 
one  of  the  most  popular  young  men  in  the  college. 
The  purity  of  his  moral  character,  the  unvarying 
courtesy  of  his  demeanor,  his  rank  as  a  scholar,  and 


genial  nature,  rendered  him  a  universal  favorite. 
There  was  something  very  peculiarly  winning  in  his 
address,  and  it  was  evidently  not  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree studied :  it  was  the  simple  outgushing  of  his 
own  magnanimous  and  loving  nature. 

Upon  graduating,  in  the  year  1824,  Franklin  Pierce 
commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Judge 
Woodbury,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  lawyers  of 
the  State,  and  a  man  of  great  private  worth.  The; 
eminent  social  qualities  of  the  young  lawyer,  his 
father's  prominence  as  a  public  man,  and  the  brilliant 
political  career  into  which  Judge  Woodbury  was  en- 
tering, all  tended  to  entice  Mr.  Pierce  into  the  faci- 
nating  yet  perilous  path  of  political  life.  With  all 
the  ardor  of  his  nature  he  espoused  the  cause  of  Gen. 
Jackson  for  the  Presidency.  He  commenced  the 
practice  of  law  in  Hillsborough,  and  was  soon  elected 
to  represent  the  town  in  the  State  Legislature.  Here 
he  served  for  four  yeais.  The  last  two  years  he  was 
chosen  speaker  of  the  house  by  a  very  large  vote. 

In  1833,  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine,  he  was  elected 
a  member  of  Congress.  Without  taking  an  active 
part  in  debates,  he  was  faithful  and  laborious  in  duty 
and  ever  rising  in  the  estimation  of  those  with  whom 
he  was  associatad. 

In  1837,  being  then  but  thirty-three  years  of  age, 
he  was  elected  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States; 
taking  his  seat  just  as  Mr.  Van  Buren  commenced 
his  administration.  He  was  the  youngest  member  in 
the  Senate.  In  the  year  1834,  he  married  Miss  Jane 
Means  Appleton,  a  lady  of  rare  beauty  and  accom- 
plishments, and  one  admirably  fitted  to  adorn  every 
station  with  winch  her  husband  was  hQnoied,   Of  the 
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three  sons  who  were  born  to  them,  all  now  sleep  with 
their  parents  in  the  grave. 

In  the  year  1838,  Mr.  Pierce,  with  growing  fame 
and  increasing  business  as  a  lawyer,  took  up  his 
residence  in  Concord,  the  capital  of  New  Hampshire. 
President  Polk,  upon  his  accession  to  office,  appointed 
Mr.  Pierce  attorney-general  of  the  United  States ;  but 
the  offer  was  declined,  in  consequence  of  numerous 
professional  engagements  at  home,  and  the  precariuos 
state  of  Mrs.  Pierce  s  health.  Pie  also,  about  the 
same  time  declined  the  nomination  for  governor  by  the 
Democratic  party.  The  war  with  Mexico  called  Mr. 
Pierce  in  the  army.  Receiving  the  appointment  of 
brigadier- general,  he  embarked,  with  a  portion  of  his 
troops,  at  Newport,  R.  L,  on  the  27  th  of  May,  1847. 
He  took  an  important  part  in  this  war,  proving  him- 
self a  brave  and  true  soldier. 

When  Gen.  Pierce  reached  his  home  in  his  native 
State,  he  was  received  enthusiastically  by  the  advo- 
cates of  the  Mexican  war,  and  coldly  by  his  oppo- 
nents. He  resumed  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
very  frequently  taking  an  active  part  in  political  ques- 
>  tions,  giving  his  cordial  support  to  the  pro-slavery 
wing  of  the  Democratic  party.  The  compromise 
measures  met  cordially  with  his  approval ;  and  he 
strenuously  advocated  the  enforcement  of  the  infa- 
mous fugitive-slave  law,  which  so  shocked  the  religious 
sensibilities  of  the  North.  He  thus  became  distin- 
guished as  a  "Northern  man  with  Southern  principles.'' 
The  strong  partisans  of  slavery  in  the  South  conse- 
quently regarded  him  as  a  man  whom  they  could 
safely  trust  in  office  to  carry  out  their  plans. 

On  the  1 2th  of  June,  1852,  the  Democratic  conven- 
tion met  in  Baltimore  to  nominate  a  candidate  for  the 
Presidency.  For  four  days  they  continued  in  session, 
and  in  thirty-five  ballotings  no  one  had  obtained  a 
two-thirds  vote.  Not  a  vote  thus  far  had  been  thrown 
for  Gen.  Pierce.  Then  the  Virginia  delegation 
brought  forward  his  name.  There  were  fourteen 
more  ballotings,  during  which  Gen.  Pierce  constantly 
gained  strength,  until,  at  the  forty-ninth  ballot,  he 
^received  two  hundred  and  eighty-two  votes,  and  all 
other  candidates  eleven.  Gen.  Winfield  Scott  was 
the  Whig  candidate.  Gen.  Pierce  was  chosen  with 
great  unanimity.  Only  four  States — Vermont,  Mas- 
sachusetts, Kentucky  and  Tennessee  —  cast  their 
electoral  votes  against  him  Gen.  Franklin  Pierce 
was  therefore  inaugurated  President  of  the  United 
States  on   the  4th  of  March?   185J. 


His  administration  proved  one  of  the  most  stormy  our 
country  had  ever  experienced.  The  controversy  be 
tween  slavery  and  freedom  was  then  approaching  its 
culminating  point.  It  became  evident  that  there  was 
an  "  irrepressible  conflict  "  between  them,  and  that 
this  Nation  could  not  long  exist  "  half  slave  and  half 
free."  President  Pierce,  during  the  whole  of  his  ad- 
ministration, did  every  thing  he  could  to  conciliate 
the  South  ;  but  it  was  all  in  vain.  The  conflict  every 
year  grew  more  violent,  and  threats  of  the  dissolution 
of  the  Union  were  borne  to  the  North  on  every  South- 
ern breeze. 

Such  was  the  condition  of  affairs  when  President 
Pierce  approached  the  close  of  his  four-years'  term 
of  office.  The  North  had  become  thoroughly  alien- 
ated from  him.  The  anti-slavery  sentiment,  goaded 
by  great  outrages,  had  been  rapidly  increasing;  all 
the  intellectual  ability  and  social  worth  of  President 
Pierce  were  forgotten  in  deep  reprehension  of  his  ad- 
ministrative acts.  The  slaveholders  of  the  South,  also, 
unmindful  of  the  fidelity  with  which  he  had  advo- 
cated those  measures  of  Government  which  they  ap- 
proved, and  perhaps,  also,  feeling  that  he  had 
rendered  himself  so  unpopular  as  no  longer  to  be 
able  acceptably  to  serve  them,  ungratefully  dropped 
him,  and  nominated  James  Buchanan  to  succeed  him. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1857,  President  Pierce  re- 
tired to  his  home  in  Concord.  Of  three  children,  two 
had  died,  and  his  only  surviving  child  had  been 
killed  before  his  eyes  by  a  railroad  accident ;  and  his 
wife,  one  of  the  most  estimable  and  accomplished  of 
ladies,  was  rapidly  sinking  in  consumption.  The 
hour  of  dreadful  gloom  soon  came,  and  he  was  left 
alone  in  the  world,  without  wife  or  child. 

When  the  terrible  Rebellion  burst  forth,  which  di- 
vided our  country  into  two  parties,  and  two  only,  Mr. 
Pierce  remained  steadfast  in  the  principles  which  he 
had  always  cherished,  and  gave  his  sympathies  to 
that  pro-slavery  party  with  which  he  had  ever  been 
allied.  He  declined  to  do  anything,  either  by  voice 
or  pen,  to  strengthen  the  hand  of  the  National  Gov- 
ernment. He  continued  to  reside  in  Concord  until 
the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  October, 
1869.  He  was  one  of  the  most  genial  and  social  of 
men,  an  honored  communicant  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  and  one  of  the  kindest  of  neighbors.  Gen- 
erous to  a  fault,  he  contributed  liberally  for  the  al- 
leviation of  suffering  and  want,  and  many  of  his  towns 
people  were  Qften  gladeneol  by  his  material  bounty. 
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AMES  BUCHANAN,  the  fif- 
teenth President  of  the  United 
States,  was  born  in  a  small 
frontier  town,  at  the  foot  of  the 
eastern  ridge  of  the  Allegha- 
nies,  in  Franklin  Co.,  Penn.,  on 
the  23d  of  April,  1791.  The  place 
where  the  humble  cabin  of  his 
father  stood  was  called  Stony 
Batter.  It  was  a  wild  and  ro- 
mantic spot  in  a  gorge  of  the  moun- 
tains, with  towering  summits  rising 
grandly  all  around.  His  father 
was  a  native  of  the  north  of  Ireland ; 
a  poor  man,  who  had  emigrated  in 
1783,  with  little  property  save  his 
own  strong  arms.  Five  years  afterwards  he  married 
Elizabeth  Spear,  the  daughter  of  a  respectable  farmer, 
and,  with  his  young  bride,  plunged  into  the  wilder- 
ness, staked  his  claim,  reared  his  log-hut,  opened  a 
clearing  with  his  axe,  and  settled  down  there  to  per- 
form his  obscure  part  in  the  drama  of  life.  In  this  se- 
cluded home,  where  James  was  born,  he  remained 
for  eight  years,  enjoying  but  few  social  or  intellectual 
advantages.  When  James  was  eight  years  of  age,  his 
father  removed  to  the  village  of  Mercersburg,  where 
his  son  was  placed  at  school,  and  commenced  a 
course  of  study  in  English,  Latin  and  Greek.  His 
progress  was  rapid,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  he 
entered  Dickinson  College,  at  Carlisle.  Here  he  de- 
veloped remarkable  talent,  and  took  his  stand  among 
the  first  scholars  in  the  institution.  His  application 
to  study  was  intense,  and  yet  his  native  powers    en- 


abled him  to  master  the  most  abstruse  subjects  with 
facility. 

In  the  year  1809,  he  graduated  with  the  highest 
honors  of  his  class.  He  was  then  eighteen  years  of 
age;  tall  and  graceful,  vigorous  in  health,  fond  of 
athletic  sport,  an  unerring  shot,  and  enlivened  with. 
an  exuberant  flow  of  animal  spirits.  He  immediately 
commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the  city  of  Lancaster, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  18 12,  when  he  was 
but  twenty-one  years  of  age.  Very  rapidly  he  rose 
in  his  profession,  and  at  once  took  undisputed  stand 
with  the  ablest  lawyers  of  the  State.  When  but 
twenty-six  years  of  age,  unaided  by  counsel,  he  suc- 
cessfully defended  before  the  State  Senate  ore  of  the 
judges  of  the  State,  who  was  tried  upon  articles  of 
impeachment.  At  the  age  of  thirty  it  was  generally 
admitted  that  he  stood  at  the  head  of  the  bar;  and 
there  was  no  lawyer  in  the  State  who  had  a  more  lu- 
crative practice. 

In  1820,  he  reluctantly  consented  to  run  as  a 
candidate  for  Congress.  He  was  elected,  and  for 
ten  years  he  remained  a  member  of  the  Lower  House. 
During  the  vacations  of  Congress,  he  occasionally 
tried  some  important  case.  In  1 831,  he  retired 
altogether  from  the  toils  of  his  profession,  having  ac- 
quired an  ample  fortune. 

Gen.  Jackson,  upon  his  elevation  to  the  Presidency, 
appointed  Mr.  Buchanan  minister  to  Russia.  The 
duties  of  his  mission  he  performed  with  ability,  which 
gave  satisfaction  to  all  parties*  Upon  his  return,  in 
1833,  he  was  elected  to  a  seat  in  the  United  States 
Senate.  He  there  met,  as  his  associates,  Webster, 
Clay,  Wright  and  Calhoun.  He  advocated  the  meas- 
ures proposed  by  President  Jackson,  of  making  repri- 
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sals  against  France,  to  enforce  the  payment  of  our 
claims  against  that  country ;  and  defended  the  course 
of  the  President  in  his  unprecedented  and  wholesale 
removal  from  office  of  those  who  were  not  the  sup- 
porters of*his  administration.  Upon  this  question  he 
was  brought  into  direct  collision  with  Henry  Clay. 
He  also,  with  voice  and  vote,  advocated  expunging 
from  the  journal  of  the  Senate  the  vote  of  censure 
against  Gen.  Jackson  for  removing  the  deposits. 
Earnestly  he  opposed  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  urged  the  prohibition  of  the 
circulation  of  anti-slavery  documents  by  the  United 
States  mails. 

As  to  petitions  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  he  advo- 
cated that  they  should  be  respectfully  received;  and 
that  the  reply  should  be  returned,  that  Congress  had 
no  power  to  legislate  upon  the  subject.  "  Congress," 
said  he,  "  might  as  well  undertake  to  interfere  with 
slavery  under  a  foreign  government  as  in  any  of  the 
States  where  it  now  exists." 

Upon  Mr.  Polk's  accession  to  the  Presidency,  Mr. 
Buchanan  became  Secretary  of  State,  and  as  such, 
took  his  share  of  the  responsibility  in  the  conduct  of 
the  Mexican  War.  Mr.  Polk  assumed  that  crossing 
the  Nueces  by  the  American  troops  into  the  disputed 
territory  was  not  wrong,  but  for  the  Mexicans  to  cross 
the  Rio  Grande  into  that  territory  was  a  declaration 
of  war.  No  candid  man  can  read  with  pleasure  the 
account  of  the  course  our  Government  pursued  in  that 
movement. 

Mr.  Buchanan  identified  himself  thoroughly  with 
the  party  devoted  to  the  perpetuation  and  extension 
of  slavery,  and  brought  all  the  energies  of  his  mind 
to  bear  against  the  Wilmot  Proviso.  He  gave  his 
cordial  approval  to  the  compromise  measures  of  1S50, 
which  included  the  fugitive-slave  law,  Mr.  Pierce, 
upon  his  election  to  the  Presidency,  honored  Mr. 
Buchanan  with  the  mission  to  England. 

In  the  year  1856,  a  national  Democratic  conven- 
tion nominated  Mr.  Buchanan  for  the  Presidency.  The 
political  conflict  was  one  of  the  most  severe  in  which 
our  country  has  ever  engaged.  All  the  friends  of 
slavery  were  on  one  side ;  all  the  advocates  of  its  re- 
striction and  final  abolition,  on  the  other.  Mr.  Fre- 
mont, the  candidate  of  the  enemies  of  slavery^  re- 
ceived 114  electoral  votes.  Mr.  Buchanan  received 
174,  and  was  elected.  The  popular  vote  stood 
1,340,618,  for  Fremont,  1,224,750  for  Buchanan.  On 
March   4th,    1857,  Mr.  Buchanan  was  inaugurated. 

Mr.  Buchanan  was  far  advanced  in  life.  Only  four 
years  were  wanting  to  fill  up  his  threescore  years  and 
ten.  His  own  friends,  those  with  whom  he  had  been 
allied  in  political  principles  and  action  for  years,  were 
seeking  the  destruction  of  the  Government,  that  they 
might  rear  upon  the  ruins  of  our  free  institutions  a 
nation  whose  corner-stone  should  be  human  slavery. 
In  this  emergency,  Mr.  Buchanan  was  hopelessly  be- 
wildered     He  could  not,  with  his  long-avowed  prin- 


ciples, consistently  oppose  the  State-rights  party  in 
theii*  assumptions.  As  President  of  the  United  States, 
bound  by  his  oath  faithfully  to  administer  the  laws, 
he  could  not,  without  perjury  of  the  grossest  kind, 
unite  with  those  endeavoring  to  overthrow  the  repub- 
lic.    He  therefore  did  nothing. 

The  opponents  of  Mr.  Buchanan's  administration 
nominated  Abraham  Lincoln  as  their  standard  bearer 
in  the  next  Presidential  canvass.  The  pro-slavery 
party  declared,  that  if  he  were  elected,  and  the  con- 
trol of  the  Government  were  thus  taken  from  their 
hands,  they  would  secede  from  the  Union,  taking 
with  them,  as  they  retired,  the  National  Capitol  at 
Washington,  and  the  lion's  share  of  the  territory  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  Buchanan's  sympathy  with  the  pro-slavery 
party  was  such,  that  he  had  been  willing  to  offer  them 
far  more  than  they  had  ventured  to  claim.  All  the 
South  had  professed  to  ask  of  the  North  was  non- 
intervention upon  the  subject  of  slavery.  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan had  been  ready  to  offer  them  the  active  co- 
operation of  the  Government  to  defend  and  extend 
the  institution. 

As  the  storm  increased  in  violence,  the  slaveholders 
claiming  the  right  to  secede,  and  Mr.  Buchanan  avow- 
ing that  Congress  had  no  power  to  prevent  it,  one  of 
the  most  pitiable  exhibitions  of  governmental  im- 
becility was 'exhibited  the  world  has  ever  seen.  He 
declared  that  Congress  had  no  power  to  enforce  its 
laws  in  any  State  which  had  withdrawn,  or  which 
was  attempting  to  withdraw  from  the  Union.  This 
was  not  the  doctrine  of  Andrew  Jackson,  when,  with 
his  hand  upon  his  sword-hilt,  he  exclaimed,  "  The 
Union  must  and  shall  be  preserved!" 

South  Carolina  seceded  in  December,  i860;  nearly 
three  months  before  the  inauguration  of  President 
Lincoln.  Mr.  Buchanan  looked  on  in  listless  despair. 
The  rebel  flag  was  raised  in  Charleston:  Fort  Sumpter 
was  besieged;  our  forts,  navy-yards  and  arsenals 
were  seized;  our  depots  of  military  stores  were  plun- 
dered ;  and  our  custom-houses  and  post-offices  were 
appropriated  by  the  rebels. 

The  energy  of  the  rebels,  and  the  imbecility  of  our 
Executive,  were  alike  marvelous.  The  Nation  looked 
on  in  agony,  waiting  for  the  slow  weeks  to  glide  away, 
and  close  the  administration,  so  terrible  in  its  weak- 
ness At  length  the  long-looked-for  hour  of  deliver- 
ance came,  when  Abraham  Lincoln  was  to  receive  the 
scepter. 

The  administration  of  President  Buchanan  was 
certainly  the  most  calamitous  our  country  has  ex- 
perienced. His  best  friends  cannot  recall  it  with 
pleasure.  And  still  more  deplorable  it  is  for  his  fame, 
that  in  that  dreadful  conflict  which  rolled  its  billows 
of  flame  and  blood  over  our  whole  land,  no  word  came 
from  his  lips  to  indicate  his  wish  that  our  country's 
banner  should  triumph  over  the  flag  of  the  rebellion 
He  died  at  his  Wheatland  retreat,  June    i,    i863. 
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BRAHAM    LINCOLN,    the 

sixteenth  President  of  the 
^United  States,  was  born  in 
Hardin  Co.,  Ky.,  Feb.  12, 
1809.  About  the  year  1780,  a 
man  by  the  name  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  left  Virginia  with  his 
family  and  moved  into  the  then 
wilds  of  Kentucky.  Only  two  years 
after  this  emigration,  still  a  young 
man,  while  working  one  day  in  a 
field,  was  stealthily  approached  by 
an  Indian  and  shot  dead.  His  widow 
was  left  in  extreme  poverty  with  five 
little  children,  three  boys  and  two 
girls.  Thomas,  the  youngest  of  the 
boys,  was  four  years  of  age  at  his 
father's  death.  This  Thomas  was 
the  father  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  the 
President  of  the  United  States 
whose  name  must  henceforth  forever  be  enrolled 
with  the  most  prominent  in  the  annals  of  our  world. 
Of  course"  no  record  has  been  kept  of  the  life 
i  of  one  so  lowly  as  Thomas  Lincoln.  He  was  among 
the  poorest  of  the  poor.  His  home  was  a  wretched 
log-cabin;  his  food  the  coarsest  and  the  meanest. 
Education  he  had  none;  he  could  never  either  read 
or  write.  As  soon  as  he  was  able  to  do  anything  for 
himself,  he  was  compelled  to  leave  the  cabin  of  his 
starving  mother,  and  push  out  into  the  world,  a  friend- 
less, wandering  boy,  seeking  work.  He  hired  him- 
self out,  and  thus  spent  the  whole  of  his  youth  as  a 
N7  .borer  in  the  fields  of  others. 

When  twenty-eight  years  of  age  he  built  a  log- 
cabin  of  his  own,  and  married  Nancy  Hanks,  the 
daughter  of  another  family  of  poor  Kentucky  emi- 
grants, who  had  also  come  from  Virginia.  Their 
second  child  was  Abraham  Lincoln,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  The  mother  of  Abraham  was  a  noble 
woman,  gentle,  loving,  pensive,  created  to  adorn 
a  palace,  doomed  to  toil  and  pine,  and  die  in  a  hovel. 
"  All  that  I  am,  or  hope  to  be,"  exclaims  the  grate- 
ful son  "I  owe  to  my  angel-mother.  " 

When  he  was  eight  years  of  age,  his  father  sold  his 


cabin  and  small  farm,  and  moved  to  Indiana*  Where 
two  years  later  his  mother  died. 

Abraham  soon  became  the  scribe  of  the  uneducated 
community  around  him.  He  could  not  have  had  a 
better  school  than  this  to  teach  him  to  put  thoughts 
into  words.  He  also  became  an  eager  reader.  The 
books  he  could  obtain  were  few ;  but  these  he  read 
and  re-read  until  they  were  almost  committed  to 
memory. 

As  the  years  rolled  on,  the  lot  of  this  lowly  family 
was  the  usual  lot  of  humanity.  There  were  joys  and 
griefs,  weddings  and  funerals.  Abraham's  sister 
Sarah,  to  whom  he  was  tenderly  attached,  was  mar- 
ried when  a  child  of  but  fourteen  years  of  age,  and 
soon  died.  The  family  was  gradually  scattered.  Mr. 
Thomas  Lincoln  sold  out  his  squatter's  claim  in  1830, 
and  emigrated  to  Macon  Co.,  111. 

Abraham  Lincoln  was  then  twenty-one  years  of  age. 
With  vigorous  hands  he  aided  his  father  in  rearing 
another  log-cabin.  Abraham  worked  diligently  at  this 
until  he  saw  the  family  comfortably  settled,  and  their 
small  lot  of  enclosed  prairie  planted  with  corn,  when 
he  announced  to  his  father  his  intention  to  leave 
home,  and  to  go  out  into  the  world  and  seek  his  for- 
tune. Little  did  he  or  his  friends  imagine  how  bril- 
liant that  fortune  was  to  be.  He  saw  the  value  of 
education  and  was  intensely  earnest  to  improve  his 
mind  to  the  utmost  of  his  power.  He  saw  the  ruin 
which  ardent  spirits  were  causing,  and  became 
strictly  temperate;  refusing  to  allow  a  drop  of  intoxi- 
cating liquor  to  pass  his  lips.  And  he  had  read  in 
God's  word,  "  Thou  shalt  not  take  the  name  of  the 
Lord  thy  God  in  vain ;"  and  a  profane  expression  he 
was  never  heard  to  utter.  Religion  he  revered.  His 
morals  were  pure,  and  he  was  uncontaminated  by  a 
single  vice. 

Young  Abraham  worked  for  a  time  as  a  hired  laborer 
among  the  farmers.  Then  he  went  to  Springfield, 
where  he  was  employed  in  building  a  large  flat-boat. 
In  this  he  took  a  herd  of  swine,  floated  them  down 
the  Sangamon  to  the  Illinois,  and  thence  by  the  Mis- 
sissippi to  New  Orleans.  Whatever  Abraham  Lin- 
coln undertook,  he  performed  so  faithfully  as  to  give 
great  satisfaction  to  his  employers.      In  this  adven- 
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ture  his  employers  were  so  well  pleased,  that  upon 
his  return  they  placed  a  store  and  mill  under  his  care. 

In  1832,  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Black  Hawk  war,  he 
enlisted  and  was  chosen  captain  of  a  company.  He 
returned  to  Sangamon  County,  and  although  only  23 
years  of  age,  was  a  candidate  for  the  Legislature,  but 
was  defeated.  He  soon  after  received  from  Andrew 
Jackson  the  appointment  of  Postmaster  of  New  Salem, 
His  only  post-office  was  his  hat.  All  the  letters  he 
received  he  carried  there  ready  to  deliver  to  those 
he  chanced  to  meet.  He  studied  surveying,  and  soon 
made  this  his  business.  In  1834  he  again  became  a 
candidate  for  the  Legislature,  and  was  elected  Mr. 
Stuart,  of  Springfield,  advised  him  to  study  law.  He 
walked  from  New  Salem  to  Springfield,  borrowed  of 
Mr.  Stuart  a  load  of  books,  carried  them  back  and 
began  his  legal  studies.  When  the  Legislature  as- 
sembled he  trudged  on  foot  with  his  pack  on  his  back 
one  hundred  miles  to  Vandalia,  then  the  capital.  In 
1836  he  was  re-elected  to  the  Legislature.  Here  it 
was  he  first  met  Stephen  A.  Douglas.  In  1839  he  re- 
moved to  Springfield  and  began  the  practice  of  law. 
His  success  with  the  jury  was  so  great  that  he  was 
soon  engaged  in  almost  every  noted  case  in  the  circuit. 

In  1854  the  great  discussion  began  between  Mr. 
Lincoln  and  Mr.  Douglas,  on  the  slavery  question. 
In  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party  in  Illinois, 
in  1856,  he  took  an  active  part,  and  at  once  became 
one  of  the  leaders  in  that  party.  Mr.  Lincoln's 
speeches  in  opposition  to  Senator  Douglas  in  the  con- 
test in  1858  for  a  seat  in  the  Senate,  form  a  most 
notable  part  of  his  history.  The  issue  was  on  the 
slavery  question,  and  he  took  the  broad  ground  of 
me  Declaration  of  Independence,  that  all  men  are 
created  equal.  Mr.  Lincoln  was  defeated  in  this  con- 
test, but  won  a  far  higher  prize. 

The  great  Republican  Convention  met  at  Chicago 
on  the  1 6th  of  June,  i860.  The  delegates  and 
strangers  who  crowded  the  city  amounted  to  twenty- 
five  thousand.  An  immense  building  called  "The 
Wigwam,"  was  reared  to  accommodate  the  Conven- 
tion. There  were  eleven  candidates  for  whom  votes 
were  thrown.  William  H.  Seward,  a  man  whose  fame 
as  a  statesman  had  long  filled  the  land,  was  the  most 
orominent.  It  was  generally  supposed  he  would  be 
the  nominee.  Abraham  Lincoln,  however,  received 
the  nomination  on  the  third  ballot.  Little  did  he  then 
dream  of  the  weary  years  of  toil  and  care,  and  the 
bloody  death,  to  which  that  nomination  doomed  him : 
and  as  little  did  he  dream  that  he  was  to  render  services 
to  his  country,  which  would  fix  upon  him  the  eyes  of 
the  whole  civilized  world,  and  which  would  give  him 
a  place  in  the  affections  of  his  countrymen,  second 
cnly,  if  second,  to  that  of  Washington. 

Election  day  came  and  Mr.  Lincoln  received  180 
electoral  votes  out  of  203  cast,  and  was,  therefore, 
constitutionally  elected  President  of  the  United  States. 
The  tirade  of  abuse  that  was  poured  upon  this    good 


and  merciful  man,  especially  by  the  slaveholders,  was 
greater  than  upon  any  other  man  ever  elected  to  this 
high  position.  In  February,  1861,  Mr.  Lincoln  started 
for  Washington,  stopping  in  all  the  large  cities  on  his 
way  making  speeches.  The  whole  journey  was  frought 
with  much  danger.  Many  of  the  Southern  States  had 
already  seceded,  and  several  attempts  at  assassination 
were  afterwards  brought  to  light.  A  gang  in  Balti- 
more had  arranged,  upon  his  arrival  to  "  get  up  a  row," 
and  in  the  confusion  to  make  sure  of  his  death  with 
revolvers  and  hand-grenades.  A  detective  unravelled 
the  plot.  A  secret  and  special  train  was  provided  to 
take  him  from  Harrisburg,  through  Baltimore,  at  an 
unexpected  hour  of  the  night.  The  train  started  at 
half-past  ten ;  and  to  prevent  any  possible  communi- 
cation on  the  part  ot  the  Secessionists  with  their  Con- 
federate gang  in  Baltimore,  as  soon  as  the  train  had 
started  the  telegraph-wires  were  cut.  Mr.  Lincoln 
reached  Washington  in  safety  and  was  inaugurated, 
although  great  anxiety  was  felt  by  all  loyal  people 

In  the  selection  of  his  cabinet  Mr.  Lincoln  gave 
to  Mr.  Seward  the  Department  of  State,  and  to  other 
prominent  opponents  before  the  convention  he  gave 
important  positions. 

During  no  other  administration  have  the  duties 
devolving  upon  the  President  been  so  manifold,  and 
the  responsibilities  so  great,  as  those  which  fell  to 
the  lot  of  President  Lincoln.  Knowing  this,  and 
feeling  his  own  weakness  and  inability  to  meet,  and  in 
his  own  strength  to  cope  with,  the  difficulties,  he 
learned  early  to  seek  Divine  wisdom  and  guidance  in 
determining  his  plans,  and  Divine  comfort  in  all  his 
trials,  both  personal  and  national.  Contrary  to  his 
own  estimate  of  himself,  Mr.  Lincoln  was  one  of  the 
most  courageous  of  men.  He  went  directly  into  the 
rebel  capital  just  as  the  retreating  foe  was  leaving, 
with  no  guard  but  a  few  sailors.  From  the  time  he 
had  left  Springfield,  in  1861,  however,  plans  had  been 
made  for  his  assassination, and  he  at  last  fell  a  victim 
to  one  of  them.  April  14,  1865,  he,  with  Gen.  Grant, 
was  urgently  invited  to  attend  Fords'  Theater.  It 
was  announced  that  they  would  be  present.  Gen. 
Grant,  however,  left  the  city.  President  Lincoln,  feel- 
ing, with  his  characteristic  kindliness  of  heart,  that 
it  would  be  a  disappointment  if  he  should  fail  them, 
very  reluctantly  consented  to  go.  While  listening  to 
the  play  an  actor  by  the  name  of  John  Wilkes  Booth 
entered  the  box  where  the  President  and  family  were 
seated,  and  fired  a  bullet  into  his  brains.  He  died  the 
next  morning  at  seven  o'clock. 

Never  before,  in  the  history  of  the  world  was  a  nation 
plunged  into  such  deep  grief  by  the  death  of  its  ruler. 
Strong  men  met  in  the  streets  and  wept  in  speechless 
anguish.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  a  nation  was 
in  tears.  His  was  a  life  which  will  fitly  become  a 
model.  His  name  as  the  savior  of  his  country  will 
live  with  that  of  Washington's,  its  father;  his  country- 
men being  unable  to  decide  which  is  tke  greater. 
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NDREW  JOHNSON,  seven- 
teenth  President  of  the  United 
States.  The  early  life  of 
Andrew  Johnson  contains  but 
the  record  of  poverty,  destitu- 
tion and  friendlessness.  He 
|$  was  born  December  29,  1808, 
in  Raleigh,  N.  C.  His  parents, 
belonging  to  the  class  of  the 
"poor  whites  "  of  the  South,  vere 
in  such  circumstances,  that  they 
could  not  confer  even  the  slight- 
est advantages  of  education  upon 
their  child.  When  Andrew  was  five 
years  of  age,  his  father  accidentally 
lost  his  life  while  herorically  endeavoring  to  save  a 
friend  from  drowning.  Until  ten  years  of  age,  Andrew 
was  a  ragged  boy  about  the  streets,  supported  by  the 
labor  of  his  mother,  who  obtained  her  living  with 
her  own  hands. 

He  then,  having  never  attended  a  school  one  day, 
and  being  unable  either  to  read  or  write,  was  ap- 
prenticed to  a  tailor  in  his  native  town.  A  gentleman 
was  in  the  habit  of  going  to  the  tailor's  shop  occasion- 
ally, and  reading  to  the  boys  at  work  there.  He  often 
read  from  the  speeches  of  distinguished  British  states- 
men. Andrew,  who  was  endowed  with  a  mind  of  more 
than  ordinary  native  ability,  became  much  interested 
in  these  speeches ;  his  ambition  was  roused,  and  he 
was  inspired  with  a  strong  desire  to  learn  to  read. 

He  accordingly  applied  himself  to  the  alphabet,  and 
with  the  assistance  of  some  of  his  fellow- workmen, 
learned  his  letters.  He  then  called  upon  the  gentle- 
man to  borrow  the  book  of  speeches.     The  owner, 


pleased  with  his  zeal,  not  only  gave  him  the  book 
but  assisted  him  in  learning  to  combine  the  letters 
into  words.  Under  such  difficulties  he  pressed  or. 
ward  laboriously,  spending  usually  ten  or  twelve  hours 
at  work  in  the  shop,  and  then  robbing  himself  of  rest 
and  recreation  to  devote  such  time  as  he  could  to 
reading. 

He  went  to  Tennessee  in  1826,  and  located  at 
Greenville,  where  he  married  a  young  lady  who  pos 
sessed  some  education.  Under  her  instructions  he 
learned  to  write  and  cipher.  He  became  prominent 
in  the  village  debating  society,  and  a  favorite  with 
the  students  of  Greenville  College.  In  1828,  he  or- 
ganized a  working  man's  party,  which  elected  him 
alderman,  and  in  1830  elected  him  mayor,  which 
position  he  held  three  years. 

He  now  began  to  take  a  lively  interest  in  political 
affairs;  identifying  himself  with  the  working-classes, 
to  which  he  belonged.  In  1835,  he  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Tennes- 
see. He  was  then  just  twenty-seven  years  of  age. 
He  became  a  very  active  member  of  the  legislature, 
gave  his  adhesion  to  the  Democratic  party,  and  in 
1840  "stumped  the  State,"  advocating  Martin  Y'an 
Buren's  claims  to  the  Presidency,  in  opposition  to  thosv 
of  Gen.  Harrison.  In  this  campaign  he  acquired  much 
readiness  as  a  speaker,  and  extended  and  increased 
his  reputation. 

In  1841,  he  was  elected  State  Senator;  in  1843,  he 
was  elected  a  member  of  Congress,  and  by  successive 
elections,  held  that  important  post  for  ten  years.  In 
1853,  he  was  elected  Governor  of  Tennessee,  and 
was  re-elected  in  1855.  In  all  these  responsible  posi- 
tions, he  discharged  his  duties  with  distinguished  abiV 
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ity,  and  proved  himself  the  warm  friend  of  the  work- 
ing classes.  In  1857,  Mr.  Johnson  was  elected 
United  States  Senator. 

Years  before,  in  1S45,  he  had  warmly  advocated 
the  annexation  of  Texas,  stating  however,  as  his 
reason,  that  he  thought  this  annexation  would  prob- 
ably prove  "  to  be  the  gateway  out  of  which  the  sable 
sons  of  Africa  are  to  pass  from  bondage  to  freedom, 
and  become  merged  in  a  population  congenial  to 
themselves."  In  1850,  he  also  supported  the  com- 
promise measures,  the  two  essential  features  of  which 
were,  that  the  white  people  of  the  Territories  should 
be  permitted  to  decide  for  themselves  whether  they 
would  enslave  the  colored  people  or  not,  and  that 
the  free  States  of  the  North  should  return  to  the 
South  persons  who  attempted  to  escape  from  slavery. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  never  ashamed  of  his  lowly  origin: 
on  the  contrary,  he  often  took  pride  in  avowing  that 
he  owed  his  distinction  to  his  own  exertions.  "Sir," 
said  he  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  "  I  do  not  forget 
that  I  am  a  mechanic ;  neither  do  I  forget  that  Adam 
was  a  tailor  and  sewed  fig-leaves,  and  that  our  Sav- 
ior was  the  son  of  a  carpenter." 

In  the  Charleston- Baltimore  convention  of  i8bo,  he 
tvas  the  choice  of  the  Tennessee  Democrats  for  the 
Presidency.  In  1861,  when  the  purpose  of  the  South- 
ern Democracy  became  apparent,  he  took  a  decided 
stand  in  favor  of  the  Union,  and  held  that  "  slavery 
must  be  held  subordinate  to  the  Union  at  whatever 
cost."  He  returned  to  Tennessee,  and  repeatedly 
imperiled  his  own  life  to  protect  the  Unionists  of 
Tennesee.  Tennessee  having  seceded  from  the 
Union,  President  Lincoln,  on  March  4th,  1862,  ap- 
pointed him  Military  Governor  of  the  State,  and  he 
established  the  most  stringent  military  rule.  His 
numerous  proclamations  attracted  wide  attention.    In 

1864,  he  was  elected  Vice-President  of  the  United 
States,  and  upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  April  15, 

1865,  became  President.  In  a  speech  two  days  later 
he  said,  "  The  American  people  must  be  taught,  if 
?hey  do  not  already  feel,  that  treason  is  a  crime  and 
must  be  punished ;  that  the  Government  will  not 
always  bear  with  its  enemies ;  that  it  is  strong  not 
only  to  protect,  but  to  punish.  *  *  The  people 
must  understand  that  it  (treason)  is  the  blackest  of 
crimes,  and  will  surely  be  punished."  Yet  his  whole 
administration,  the  history  of  which  is  so  well  known, 
was  in  utter  inconsistency  with,  and  the  most  violent 


opposition  to.  the  principles  laid  down  in  that  speech. 
In  his  loose  policy  of  reconstruction  and  general 
amnesty,  he  was  opposed  by  Congress;  and  he  char 
acterized  Congress  as  a  new  rebellion,  and  lawlessly 
defied  it,  in  everything  possible,  to  the  utmost.  In 
the  beginning  of  1868,  on  account  of  "  high  crimes 
and  misdemeanors,"  the  principal  of  which  was  the 
removal  of  Secretary  Stanton,  in  violation  of  the  Ten- 
ure of  Office  Act,  articles  of  impeachment  were  pre- 
ferred against  him,  and  the  trial  began  March  23. 
It  was  very  tedious,  continuing  for  nearly  three 
months.  A  test  article  of  the  impeachment  was  at 
length  submitted  to  the  court  for  its  action.  It  was 
certain  that  as  the  court  voted  upon  that  article  so 
would  it  vote  upon  all.  Thirty-four  voices  pronounced 
the  President  guilty.  As  a  two-thirds  vote  was  neces- 
sary to  his  condemnation,  he  was  pronounced  ac- 
quitted, notwithstanding  the  great  majority  against 
him.  The  change  of  one  vote  from  the  not  guilty 
side  would  have  sustained  the  impeachment. 

The  President,  for  the  remainder  of  his  term,  was 
but  little  regarded.  He  continued,  though  im potently, 
his  conflict  with  Congress.  His  own  party  did  not 
think  it  expedient  to  renominate  him  for  the  Presi- 
dency. The  Nation  rallied,  with  enthusiasm  unpar- 
alleled since  the  days  of  Washington,  around  the  name 
of  Gen.  Grant.  Andrew  Johnson  was  forgotten. 
The  bullet  of  the  assassin  introduced  him  to  the 
Presidents  chair.  Notwithstanding  this,  never  was 
there  presented  to  a  man  a  better  opportunity  to  im- 
mortalize his  name,  and  to  win  the  gratitude  of  a 
nation.  He  failed  utterly.  He  retired  to  his  home 
in  Greenville,  Tenn.,  taking  no  very  active  part  in 
politics  until  1875.  On  Jan.  26,  after  an  exciting 
struggle,  he  was  chosen  by  the  Legislature  of  Ten- 
nessee, United  States  Senator  in  the  forty-fourth  Con- 
gress, and  took  his  seat  in  that  body,  at  the  special 
session  convened  by  President  Grant,  on  the  5th  of 
March.  On  the  27th  of  July,  1875,  the  ex-President 
made  a  visit  to  his  daughter's  home,  near  Carter 
Station,  Tenn.  When  he  started  on  his  journey,  he  was 
apparently  in  his  usual  vigorous  health,  but  on  reach- 
ing the  residence  of  his  child  the  following  day,  was 
stricken  with  paralysis,  rendering  him  unconscious. 
He  rallied  occasionally,  but  finally  passed  away  at 
2  a.m.,  July  31,  aged  sixty-seven  years.  His  fun- 
eral was  attended  at  Geenville,  on  the  3d  of  August, 
with  every  demonstration  of  respect. 
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LYSSES     S.    GRANT,    the 

eighteenth   President   of  the 

J*  United  States,  was   born   on 

the  29th   of  April,    1822,   of 

b    Christian  parents,  in  a  humble 

home,  at  Point  Pleasant,  on  the 

banks  of  the  Ohio.  Shortly  after 

his   father   moved   to    George- 

town,  Brown  Co.,  O.  In  this  re- 


mote frontier  hamlet,  Ulysses 
received  a  common-school  edu- 
cation. At  the  age  of  seven- 
teen, in  the  year  1839,  he  entered 
the  Military  Academy  at  West 
Point.  Here  he  was  regarded  as  a 
solid,  sensible  young  man  of  fair  abilities,  and  of 
sturdy,  honest  character.  He  took  respectable  rank 
as  a  scholar.  In  June,  1843,  he  graduated,  about  the 
middle  in  his  class,  and  was  sent  as  lieutenant  of  in- 
fantry to  one  of  the  distant  military  posts  in  the  Mis- 
souri Territory.  Two  years  he  past  in  these  dreary 
solitudes,  watching  the  vagabond  and  exasperating 
Indians. 

The  war  with  Mexico  came.  Lieut.  Grant  was 
sent  with  his  regiment  to  Corpus  Christi.  His  first 
battle  was  at  Palo  Alto.  There  was  no  chance  here 
for  the  exhibition  of  either  skill  or  heroism,  nor  at 
Resacade  la  Palma,  his  second  battle.  At  the  battle 
of  Monterey,  his  third  engagement,  it  is  said  that 
he  performed  a  signal  service  of  daring  and  skillful 
horsemanship.  His  brigade  had  exhausted  its  am- 
munition. A  messenger  must  be  sent  for  more,  along 
a  route  exposed  to  the  bullets  of  the  foe.  Lieut. 
Grant,  adopting  an  expedient  learned  of  the  Indians, 
grasped  the  mane  of  his  horse,  and  hanging  upon  one 
side  of  the  anir^al,  ran  the  gauntlet  in  entire  safety. 


From  Monterey  he  was  sent,  with  the  fourth  infantry, 
to  aid  Gen.  Scott,  at  the  siege  of  Vera  Cruz.  In 
preparation  for  the  march  to  the  city  of  Mexico,  he 
was  appointed  quartermaster  of  his  regiment.  At  the 
battle  of  Molino  del  Rey,  he  was  promoted  to  a 
first  lieutenancy,  and  was  brevetted  captain  at  Cha- 
pultepec. 

At  the  close  of  the  Mexican  War,  Capt.  Grant  re- 
turned with  his  regiment  to  New  York,  and  was  again 
sent  to  one  of  the  military  posts  on  the  frontier.  The 
discovery  of  gold  in  California  causing  an  immense 
tide  of  emigration  to  flow  to  the  Pacific  shores,  Capt. 
Grant  was  sent  with  a  battalion  to  Fort  Dallas,  in 
Oregon,  for  the  protection  of  the  interests  of  the  im- 
migrants. Life  was  wearisome  in  those  wilds.  Capt. 
Grant  resigned  his  commission  and  returned  to  the 
States;  and  having  married,  entered  upon  the  cultiva- 
tion of  a  small  farm  near  St.  Louis,  Mo.  He  had  but 
little  skill  as  a  farmer.  Finding  his  toil  not  re- 
munerative, he  turned  to  mercantile  life,  entering  into 
the  leather  business,  with  a  younger  brother,  at  Ga- 
lena, 111.  This  was  in  the  year  i860.  As  the  tidings 
of  the  rebels  firing  on  Fort  Sumpter  reached  the  ears 
of  Capt.  Grant  in  his  counting-room,  he  said, — 
"Uncle  Sam  has  educated  me  for  the  army;  though 
I  have  served  him  through  one  war,  I  do  not  feel  that 
I  have  yet  repaid  the  debt.  I  am  still  ready  to  discharge 
my  obligations.  I  shall  therefore  buckle  on  my  sword 
and  see  Uncle  Sam  through  this  war  too." 

He  went  into  the  streets,  raised  a  company  of  vol- 
unteers, and  led  them  as  their  captain  to  Springfield, 
the  capital  of  the  State,  where  their  services  were 
offered  to  Gov.  Yates.  The  Governor,  impressed  by 
the  zeal  and  straightforward  executive  ability  of  Capt. 
Grant,  gave  him  a  desk  in  his  office,  to  assist  in  the 
volunteer  organization  that  was  being  formed  in  the 
State  in  behalf  of  the  Government.     On  the  15th  of 
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June,  1 86 1,  Capt.  Grant  received  a  commission  as 
Colonel  of  the  Twenty-first  Regiment  of  Illinois  Vol- 
unteers. His  merits  as  a  West  Point  graduate,  who 
had  served  for  15  years  in  the  regular  army,  were  such 
that  he  was  soon  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Brigadier- 
General  and  was  placed  in  command  at  Cairo.  The 
rebels  raised  their  banner  at  Paducah,  near  the  mouth 
of  the  Tennessee  River.  Scarcely  had  its  folds  ap- 
peared in  the  breeze  ere  Gen.  Grant  was  there.  The 
rebels  fled.  Their  banner  fell,  and  the  star  and 
stripes  were  unfurled  in  its  stead. 

He  entered  the  service  with  great  determination 
and  immediately  began  active  duty.  This  was  the  be- 
ginning, and  until  the  surrender  of  Lee  at  Richmond 
he  was  ever  pushing  the  enemy  with  great  vigor  and 
effectiveness.  At  Belmont,  a  few  days  later,  he  sur- 
prised and  routed  the  rebels,  then  at  Fort  Henry 
won  another  victory.  Then  came  the  brilliant  fight 
at  Fort  Donelson.  The  nation  was  electrified  by  the 
victory,  and  the  brave  leader  of  the  boys  in  blue  was 
immediately  made  a  Major-General,  and  the  military 
iistrict  of  Tennessee  was*  assigned  to  him. 

Like  all  great  captains,  Gen.  Grant  knew  well  how 
to  secure  the   results   of  victory.       He   immediately 
pushed  on  to   the  enemies'  lines.     Then   came   the 
terrible  battles  of  Pittsburg  Landing,  Corinth,  and  the 
siege  of  Vicksburg,  where  Gen.     Pemberton  made  an 
unconditional  surrender  of  the  city  with  over  thirty 
thousand  men  and  one-hundred  and  seventy-two  can- 
non.    The   fall  of  Vicksburg  was   by  far  the  most 
severe  blow  which  the  rebels  had  thus  far  encountered, 
and  opened  up  the  Mississippi  from  Cairo  to  the  Gulf. 
Gen.  Grant  was  next   ordered  to  co-operate  with 
Gen.  Banks  in  a  movement  upon  Texas,   and  pro- 
ceeded to  New  Orleans,  where  he  was  thrown   from 
his  horse,  and  received  severe  injuries,  from  which  he 
was  laid  up  for  months.     He  then  rushed  to  the  aid 
of  Gens.  Rosecrans  and  Thomas  at  Chattanooga,  and 
by  a  wonderful  series  of  strategic  and  technical  meas- 
ures put  the  Union  Army  in  fighting  condition.  Then 
followed  the  bloody  battles  at  Chattanooga,  Lookout 
Mountain  and  Missionary  Ridge,  in  which  the  rebels 
were  routed  with  great  loss.     This  won  for  him  un- 
bounded praise  in  the  North.     On  the  4th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1864,  Congress  revived  the  grade  of  lieutenant- 
general,  and  the  rank  was  conferred  on  Gen.  Grant. 
He  repaired  to  Washington  to  receive  his  credentials 
and  enter  upon  th*  duties  of  his  new  office. 


Gen.  Grant  decided  as  soon  as  he  took  charge  of 
the  army  to  concentrate  the  widely-dispersed  National 
troops  for  an  attack  upon  Richmond,  the  nominal 
capital  of  the  Rebellion,  and  endeavor  there  to  de- 
stroy the  rebel  armies  which  would  be  promptly  as- 
sembled from  all  quarters  for  its  defence.  The  whole 
continent  seemed  to  tremble  under  the  tramp  of  these 
majestic  armies,  rushing  to  the  decisive  battle  field. 
Steamers  were  crowded  with  troops.  Railway  trains 
were  burdened  with  closely  packed  thousands.  His 
plans  were  comprehensive  and  involved  a  series  of 
campaigns,  which  were  executed  with  remarkable  en- 
ergy and  ability,  and  were  consummated  at  the  sur- 
render of  Lee,  April  9,  1865. 

The  war  was  ended.  The  Union  was  saved.  The 
almost  unanimous  voice  of  the  Nation  declared  Gen. 
Grant  to  be  the  most  prominent  instrument  in  its  sal- 
vation. The  eminent  services  he  had  thus  rendered 
the  country  brought  him  conspicuously  forward  as  the 
Republican  candidate  for  the  Presidential  chair. 

At  the  Republican  Convention  held  at  Chicago. 
May  21,  1868,  he  was  unanimously  nominated  for  the 
Presidency,  and  at  the  autumn  election  received  a 
majority  of  the  popular  vote,  and  214  out  of  294 
electoral  votes. 

The  National  Convention  of  the  Republican  party 
which  met  at  Philadelphia  on  the  5th  of  June,  1872, 
placed  Gen.  Grant  in  nomination  for  a  second  term 
by  a  unanimous  vote.  The  selection  was  emphati- 
cally indorsed  by  the  people  five  months  later,  292 
electoral  votes  being   cast   for  him. 

Soon  after  the  close  of  his  second  term,  Gen.  Grant 
started  upon  his  famous  trip  around  the  world.  He 
visited  almost  every  country  of  the  civilized  world, 
and  was  everywhere  received  with  such  ovations 
and  demonstrations  of  respect  and  honor,  private 
as  well  as  public  and  official,  as  were  never  before 
bestowed  upon  any  citizen  of  the  United  States.  • 

He  was  the  most  prominent  candidate  before  the 
Republican  National  Convention  in  1880  for  a  re- 
nomination  for  President.  He  went  to  New  York  and 
embarked  in  the  brokerage  business  under  the  firm 
nameof  Grant  &  Ward.  The  latter  proved  a  villain, 
wrecked  Grant's  fortune,  and  for  larceny  was  sent  to 
the  penitentiary.  The  General  was  attacked  with 
cancer  in  the  throat,  but  suffered  in  his  stoic-like 
manner,  never  complaining.  He  was  re-instated  as 
General  of  the  Army  and  retired  by  Congress.  The 
cancer  soon  finished  its  deadly  work,  and  July  23, 
1885, tne  nation  went  in  mourning  ov^r  the  death  of 
the  illustrious  General, 
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UTHERFORD  B.    HAYES, 

the  nineteenth  President  of 
the  United  States,  was  born  in 
Delaware,  O.,  Oct.  4,  1822,  al- 
most three  months  after  the 
death  of  his  father,  Rutherford 
Hayes.  His  ancestry  on  both 
the  paternal  and  maternal  sides, 
was  of  the  most  honorable  char- 
acter. It  can  be  traced,  it  is  said, 
as  far  back  as  1280,  when  Hayes  and 
Rutherford  were  two  Scottish  chief- 
tains, fighting  side  by  side  with 
Baliol,  William  Wallace  and  Robert 
Bruce.  Both  families  belonged  to  the 
nobility,  owned  extensive  estates, 
and  had  a  large  following.  Misfor- 
tune ovirr taking  the  family,  George  Hayes  left  Scot- 
land in  1680,  and  settled  in  Windsor,  Conn.  His  son 
George  was  born  in  Windsor,  and  remained  there 
during  his  life.  Daniel  Hayes,  son  of  the  latter,  mar- 
ried Sarah  Lee,  and  lived  from  the  time  of  his  mar- 
riage until  his  death  in  Simsbury,  Conn.  Ezekiel, 
son  of  Daniel,  was  born  in  1724,  and  was  a  manufac- 
turer of  scythes  at  Bradford,  Conn.  Rutherford  Hayes, 
son  of  Ezekiel  and  grandfather  of  President  Hayes,  was 
born  in  New  Haven,  in  August,  1756.  He  was  a  farmer, 
blacksmith  and  tavern-keeper.  He  emigrated  to 
Vermont  at  an  unknown  date,  settling  in  Brattleboro, 
where  he  established  a  hotel.  Here  his  son  Ruth- 
erford Hayes    the  father  of  President  Hayes,  was 


born.  He  was  married,  in  September,  18 13,  to  Sophia 
Birchard,  of  Wilmington,  Vt.,  whose  ancestors  emi- 
grated thither  from  Connecticut,  they  having  been 
among  the  wealthiest  and  best  famlies  of  Norwich. 
Her  ancestry  on  the  male  side  are  traced  back  to 
1635,  to  John  Birchard,  one  of  the  principal  founders 
of  Norwich.  Both  of  her  grandfathers  were  soldiers 
in  the  Revolutionary  War. 

The  father  of  President  Hayes  was  an  industrious, 
frugal  and  opened-hearted  man.  He  was  of  a  me- 
chanical  turn,  and  could  mend  a  plow,  knit  a  stock- 
ing, or  do  almost  anything  else  that  he  choose  to 
undertake.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Church,  active 
in  all  the  benevolent  enterprises  of  the  town,  and  con- 
ducted his  business  on  Christian  principles.  After 
the  close  of  the  war  of  181 2,  for  reasons  inexplicable 
to  his  neighbors,  he  resolved  to  emigrate  to   Ohio. 

The  journey  from  Vermont  to  Ohio  in  that  day. 
when  there  were  no  canals,  steamers,  nor  railways, 
was  a  very  serious  affair.  A  tour  of  inspection  was 
first  made,  occupying  four  months.  Mr.  Hayes  deter 
mined  to  move  to  Delaware,  where  the  family  arrived 
in  i8r7.  He  died  July  22,  1822,  a  victim  of  malarial 
fever,  less  than  three  months  before  the  birth  of  the 
son,  of  whom  we  now  write.  Mrs.  Hayes,  in  her  sore  be- 
reavement, found  the  support  she  so  much  needed  in 
her  brother  Sardis,  who  had  been  a  member  of  the 
household  from  the  day  of  its  departure  from  Ver- 
mont, and  in  an  orphan  girl  whom  she  had  adopted 
some  time  before  as  an  act  of  charity. 

Mrs.  Hayes  at  this  period  was  very  weak,  and  the 
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subject  of  this  sketch  was  so  feeble  at  birth  that  he 
was  not  expected  to  live  beyond  a  month  or  two  at 
most.  As  the  months  went  by  he  grew  weaker  and 
weaker,  so  that  the  neighbors  were  in  the  habit  of  in- 
quiring from  time  to  time  "  if  Mrs.  Hayes'  baby  died 
last  night."  On  one  occasion  a  neighbor,  who  was  on 
familiar  terms  with  the  family,  after  alluding  to  the 
boy's  big  head,  and  the  mother's  assiduous  care  of 
him,  said  in  a  bantering  way,  "  That's  right!  Stick  to 
him.  You  have  got  him  along  so  far,  and  I  shouldn't 
wonder  if  he  would  really  come  to  something  yet." 

"  You  need  not  laugh,"  said  Mrs.  Hayes.  u  You 
wait  and  see.  You  can't  tell  but  I  shall  make  him 
President  of  the  United  States  yet."  The  boy  lived, 
in  spite  of  the  universal  predictions  of  his  speedy 
death;  and  when,  in  1825,  his  older  brother  was 
drowned,  he  became,  if  possible,  still  dearer  to  his 
mother. 

The  boy  was  seven  years  old  before  he  w^nt  to 
school.  His  education,  however,  was  not  neglected. 
He  probably  learned  as  much  from  his  mother  and 
nster  as  he  would  have  done  at  school.  His  sports 
were  almost  wholly  within  doors,  his  playmates  being 
his  sister  and  her  associates.  These  circumstances 
tended,  no  doubt,  to  foster  that  gentleness  of  dispo- 
sition, and  that  delicate  consideration  for  the  feelings 
of  others,  which  are  marked  traits  of  his   character. 

His  uncle  Sardis  Birchard  took  the  deepest  interest 
in  his  education ;  and  as  the  boy's  health  had  im- 
proved, and  he  was  making  good  progress  in  his 
studies,  he  proposed  to  send  him  to  college.  His  pre- 
paration commenced  with  a  tutor  at  home;  but  he 
was  afterwards  sent  for  one  year  to  a  professor  in  the 
Wesleyan  University,  in  Middletown,  Conn.  He  en- 
tered Kenyon  College  in  1838,  at  the  age  of  sixteen, 
and  was  graduated  at  the  head  of  his  class  in   1842. 

Immediately  after  his  graduation  he  began  the 
study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Thomas  Sparrow,  Esq., 
in  Columbus.  Finding  his  opportunities  for  study  in 
Columbus  somewhat  limited,  he  determined  to  enter 
the  Law  School  at  Cambridge,  Mass.,  where  he  re- 
mained two  years. 

In  1845,  after  graduating  at  the  Law  School,  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  at  Marietta,  Ohio,  and  shortly 
afterward  went  into  practice  as  an  attorney-at-law 
with  Ralph  P.  Buckland,  of  Fremont.  Here  he  re- 
mained three  years,  acquiring  but  a  limited  practice, 
and  apparently  unambitious  of  distinction  in  his  pro- 
fession. 

In  1849  he  nldved  to  Cincinnati,  where  his  ambi- 
tion found  a  new  stimulus.  For  several  years,  how- 
ever, his  progress  was  slow.  Two  events,  occurring  at 
this  period,  had  a  powerful  influence  upon  his  subse- 
quent Mfe.  One  of  these  was  his  marrage  with  Miss 
Lucy  Ware  Webb,  daughter  of  Dr.  James  Webb,  of 
Chilicothe ;  the  other  was  his  introduction  to  the  Cin- 
cinnati Literary  Club,  a  body  embracing  among  its 
members  such  men  aschief  Justice  Salmon  P.  Chase, 


Gen.  John  Pope,  Gov.  Edward  F.  Noyes,  and  many 
others  hardly  less  distinguished  in  after  life.  The 
marriage  was  a  fortunate  one  in  every  respect,  as 
everybody  knows.  Not  one  of  all  the  wives  of  our 
Presidents  was  more  universally  admired,  reverenced 
and  beloved  than  was  Mrs.  Hayes,  and  no  one  did 
more  than  she  to  reflect  honor  upon  American  woman- 
hood. The  Literary  Club  brought  Mr.  Hayes  into 
constant  association  with  young  men  of  high  char- 
acter and  noble  aims,  and  lured  him  to  display  the 
qualities  so  long  hidden  by  his  bashfulness  and 
modesty. 

In  1856  he  was  nominated  to  the  office  of  Judge  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas;  but  he  declined  to  ac- 
cept the  nomination.  Two  years  later,  the  office  of 
city  solicitor  becoming  vacant,  the  City  Council 
elected  him  for  the  unexpired  term. 

In  1861,  when  the  Rebellion  broke  out,  he  was  at 
the  zenith  of  his  professional  yii„.  His  rank  at  the 
bar  was  among  the  the  first.  But  the  news  of  the 
attack  on  Fort  Sumpter  found  him  eager  to  take  uo 
arms  for  the  defense  of  his  country. 

His  military  record  was  bright  and  illustrious.  In 
October,  1861,  he  was  made  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and 
in  August,  1862,  promoted  Colonel  of  the  79th  Ohio 
regiment,  but  he  refused  to  leave  his  old  comrades 
and  go  among  strangers.  Subsequently,  however,  he 
was  made  Colonel  of  his  old  regiment.  At  the  battle 
of  South  Mountain  he  received  a  wound,  and  while 
faint  and  bleeding  displayed  courage  and  fortitude 
that  won  admiration  from  all. 

^  Col.  Hayes  was  detached  from  his  regiment,  after 
his  recovery,  to  act  as  Brigadier-General,  and  placed 
in  command  of  the  celebrated  Kanawha  division, 
and  for  gallant  and  meritorious  services  in  the  battles 
of  Winchester,  Fisher's  Hill  and  Cedar  Creek,  he  was 
promoted  Brigadier-General.  He  was  also  brevetted 
Major-General,  "for gallant  and  distinguished  services 
during  the  campaigns  of  1864,  in  West  Virginia."  In 
the  course  of  his  arduous  services,  four  horses  were 
shot  from  under  him,  and  he  was  wounded  four  times, 

In  1864,  Gen.  Hayes  was  elected  to  Congress,  from 
the  Second  Ohio  District,  which  had  long  been  Dem- 
ocratic. He  was  not  present  during  the  campaign, 
and  after  his  election  was  importuned  to  resign  %his 
commission  in  the  army ;  but  he  finally  declared,  "  I 
shall  never  come  to  Washington  until  I  can  come  by 
the  way  of  Richmond."  He  was  re-elected  in  1866. 

In  1867,  Gen  Hayes  was  elected  Governor  of  Ohio, 
over  Hon.  Allen  G.  Thurman,  a  popular  Democrat. 
In  1869  was  re-elected  over  George  H.  Pendleton. 
He  was  elected  Governor  for  the  third  term  in  1875. 

In  1876  he  was  the  standard  bearer  of  the  Repub- 
lican Party  in  the  Presidential  contest,  and  after  a 
hard  long  contest  was  chosen  President,  and  was  in 
auc;urated  Monday,  March  5,  1875.  He  served  his 
full  term,  not,  hcwever,  with  satisfaction  to  his  party, 
but  his  administration  was  an  average  or>s 
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AMES  A.  GARFIELD,  twen- 
tieth President  of  the  United 
States,    was    born    Nov.    19, 
1831,  in  the  woods  of  Orange, 
Cuyahoga  Co.,  O      His   par- 
ents were  Abram  and    Eliza 
(Ballou)    Garfield,   both   of  New 
England  ancestry  and  from  fami- 
lies well  known  in  the  early  his- 
%  tory  of  that  section  of  our  coun- 
try, but  had  moved  to  the  Western 
Reserve,  in  Ohio,  early  in  its  settle- 
ment. 

The  house  in  which  James  A.  was 
born  was  not  unlike  the  houses  of 
poor  Ohio  farmers  of  that  day.  It 
.  tic  about  20  x  30  feet,  built  of  logs,  with  the  spaces  be- 
.v/een  the  logs  filled  with  clay.  His  father  was  a 
:iard  working  farmer,  and  he  soon  had  his  fields 
cleared,  an  orchard  planted,  and  a  log  barn  built. 
The  household  comprised  the  father  and  mother  and 
:heir  four  children — Mehetabel,  Thomas,  Mary  and 
Tames.  In  May,  1823,  the  father,  from  a  cold  con- 
tacted in  helping  to  put  out  a  forest  fire,  died.  At 
this  time  James  was  about  eighteen  months  old,  and 
Thomas  about  ten  years  old.  No  one,  perhaps,  can 
fell  how  much  James  was  indebted  to  his  brother's 
ceil  and  self-sacrifice  during  the  twenty  years  suc- 
ceeding his  father's  death,  but  undoubtedly  very 
much.  He  now  lives  in  Michigan,  and  the  two  sis- 
ters live  in  Solon,  O.,  near  their  birthplace. 

The  early  educational  advantages  young  Garfield 
enjoyed  were  very  limited,  yet  he  made  the  most  of 
them.  He  labored  at  farm  work  for  others,  did  car- 
penter work,  chopped  wood,  or  did  anything  that 
would  bring  in  a  few  dollars  to  aid  his  widowed 
mother  in  he-  struggles  to  keep  the  little   family  to- 


gether. Nor  was  Gen.  Garfield  ever  ashamed  of  his 
origin,  and  he  never  forgot  the  friends  of  his  strug- 
gling childhood,  youth  and  manhood,  neither  did  they 
ever  forget  him.  When  in  the  highest  seats  of  honor. 
the  humblest  friend  of  his  boyhood  was  as  kindly 
greeted  as  ever.  The  poorest  laborer  was  sure  of  the 
sympathy  of  one  who  had  known  all  the  bitterness 
of  want  and  the  sweetness  of  bread  earned  by  the 
sweat  of  the  brow.  He  was  ever  the  simple,  plain, 
modest  gentleman. 

The  highest  ambition  of  young  Garfield  until  h^ 
was  about  sixteen  years  old  was  to  be  a  captain  of 
a  vessel  on  Lake  Erie.  He  was  anxious  to  go  aboard 
a  vessel,  which  his  mother  strongly  opposed.  She 
finally  consented  to  his  going  to  Cleveland,  with  the 
understanding,  however,  that  he  should  try  to  obtain 
some  other  kind  of  employment.  He  walked  all  the 
way  to  Cleveland.  This  was  his  first  visit  to  the  city, 
Afier  making  many  applications  for  work,  and  trying 
to  get  aboard  a  lake  vessel,  and  not  meeting  with 
success,  he  engaged  as  a  driver  for  his  cousin,  Amos 
Letcher,  on  the  Ohio  &  Pennsylvania  Canal.  He  re- 
mained at  this  work  but  a  short  time  when  he  wen': 
home,  and  attended  the  seminary  at  Chester  for 
about  three  years,  when  he  entered  Hiram  and  the 
Eclectic  Institute,  teaching  a  few  terms  of  school  in 
the  meantime,  and  doing  other  work.  This  school 
was  started  by  the  Disciples  of  Christ  in  1850,  of 
which  church  he  was  then  a  member.  He  became 
janitor  and  bell-ringer  in  order  to  help  pay  his  way 
He  then  became  both  teacher  and  pupil.  He  soon 
"  exhausted  Hiram  "  and  needed  more  ;  hence,  in  the 
fall  of  1854,  he  entered  Williams  College,  from  which 
he  graduated  in  1856,  taking  one  of  the  highest  hon- 
ors of  his  class.  He  afterwards  returned  to  Hiram 
College  as  its  President.  As  above  stated,  he  early 
united  with  the  Christian  or  Diciples  Church  at 
Hiram,  and  was  ever  after  a  devoted,  zealous  mem- 
ber, often  preaching  in  its  pulpit  and  places  where 
he  happened  to  be.  Dr.  Noah  Porter,  Presidert  of 
Yale  College,  says  of  him  in  reference  to  his  religion : 
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"  President  Garfield  was  more  than  a  man  of 
strong  moral  and  religious  convictions.  His  whole 
history,  from  boyhood  to  the  last,  shows  that  duty  to 
man  and  to  God,  and  devotion  to  Christ  and  life  and 
faith  and  spiritual  commission  were  controlling  springs 
of  his  being,  and  to  a  more  than  usual  degree.  In 
my  judgment  there  is  no  more  interesting  feature  of 
his  character  than  his  loyal  allegiance  to  the  body  of 
Christians  in  which  he  was  trained,  and  the  fervent 
sympathy  which  he  ever  showed  in  their  Christian 
communion.  Not  many  of  the  few  'wise  and  mighty 
and  noble  who  are  called '  show  a  similar  loyalty  to 
the  less  stately  and  cultured  Christian  communions 
in  which  they  have  been  reared.  Too  often  it  is  true 
that  as  they  step  upward  in  social  and  political  sig- 
nificance they  step  upward  from  one  degree  to 
another  in  some  of  the  many  types  of  fashionable 
Christianity.  President  Garfield  adhered  to  the 
church  of  his  mother,  the  church  in  which  he  was 
trained,  and  in  which  he  served  as  a  pillar  and  an 
evangelist,  and  yet  with  the  largest  and  most  unsec- 
t,arian  charity  for  all  *  who  love  our  Lord  in  sincerity.'" 
Mr.  Garfield  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Lucretia  Rudolph,  Nov.  n,  1858,  who  proved  herself 
worthy  as  the  wife  of  one  whom  all  the  world  loved  and 
mourned.  To  them  were  born  seven  children,  five  of 
whom  are  still  living,  four  boys  and  one  girl. 

Mr.  Garfield  made  his  first  political  speeches  in  1 85  6 , 
in  Hiram  and  the  neighboring   villages,   and   three 
years  later  he  began  to  speak  at  county  mass-meet- 
ings, and  became  the  favorite  speaker  wherever  he 
was.     During  this  year  he  was  elected  to  the  Ohio 
Senate.     He  also  began  to  study  law  at  Cleveland, 
and  in   1861  was  admitted  to  the  bar.     The  great 
Rebellion  broke  out  in  the  early  part  of  this  year, 
and  Mr.  Garfield  at  once  resolved  to  fight  as  he  had 
talked,  and  enlisted  to  defend  the  old  flag.     He  re- 
ceived his  commission  as  Lieut.-Colonel  of  the  Forty- 
second  Regiment  of  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  Aug. 
14,  1 861.     He  was  immediately  put  into  active  ser- 
vice, and  before  he  had  ever  seen  a  gun  fired  in  action, 
was  placed  in  command  of  four  regiments  of  infantry 
and  eight  companies  of  cavalry,  charged  with  the 
work  of  driving  out  of  his  native  State  the    officer 
'Humphrey  Marshall)  reputed  to  be  the  ablest  of 
those,  not  educated  to  war  whom  Kentucky  had  given 
to  the  Rebellion.     This  work  was  bravely  and  speed- 
ily accomplished,  although  against  great  odds.     Pres- 
ident  Lincoln,  on    his    success   commissioned   him 
Brigadier-General,  Jan.   10,   1862;  and  as  "he  had 
been  the  youngest  man  in  the  Ohio  Senate  two  years 
before,  so  now  he  was  the  youngest  General  in  the 
army."     He  was  with  Gen.  Buell's  army    at  Shiloh, 
in  its  operations  around  Corinth  and  its  march  through 
Alabama.     He  was  then  detailed  as  a  member  of  the 
General  Court-Martial  for  the  trial  of  Gen.  Fitz-John 
Porter.     He  was  then  ordered  to  report  to  Gen.  Rose- 
crans,  and  was  assigned  to  the  "Chief  of  Staff." 
The  military  history  of  Gen.  Garfield  closed  with 


his  brilliant  services  at  Chickamauga,  where  he  won 
the  stars  of  the  Major-General. 

Without  an  effort  on  his  part  Gei?  Garfield  was 
elected  to  Congress  in  the  fall  of  1862  from  the 
Nineteenth  District  of  Ohio.  This  section  of  Ohio 
had  been  represented  in  Congress  for  sixty  years 
mainly  by  two  men — Elisha  Whittlesey  and  Joshua 
R.  Giddings.  It  was  not  without  a  struggle  that  he 
resigned  his  place  in  the  army.  At  the  time  he  en- 
tered Congress  he  was  the  youngest  member  in  that 
body.  There  he  remained  by  successive  re- 
elections  until  he  was  elected  President  in  1880. 
Of  his  labors  in  Congress  Senator  Hoar  says  :  u  Since 
the  year  1864  you  cannot  think  of  a  question  which 
has  been  debated  in  Congress,  or  discussed  before  a 
tribunel  of  the  American  people,  in  regard  to  whict 
you  will  not  find,  if  you  wish  instruction,  the  argu^ 
ment  on  one  side  stated,  in  almost  every  instance 
better  than  by  anybody  else,  in  some  speech  made  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  or  on  the  hustings  by 
Mr.  Garfield." 

Upon  Jan.  14,  1880,  Gen.  Garfield  was  elected  to 
the  U.  S.  Senate,  and  on  the  eighth  of  June,  of  the 
same  year,  was  nominated  as  the  candidate  of  his 
party  for  President  at  the  great  Chicago  Convention, 
He  was  elected  in  the  following  November,  and  on 
March  4,  1881,  was  inaugurated.     Probably  no  ad- 
ministration ever  opened  its  existence  under  brighter 
auspices  than  that  of  President  Garfield,  and  every 
day  it  grew  in  favor  with  the  people,  and  by  the  first 
of  July  he  had  completed  all  the  initiatory  and  pre- 
liminary work  of  his  administration  and  was  prepar- 
ing to  leave  the  city  to  meet  his  friends  at   Williams 
College.    While  on  his  way  and  at  the  depot,  in  com- 
pany with  Secretary  Blaine,  a  man  stepped  behind 
him,  drew  a  revolver,  and  fired  directly  at  his  back. 
The  President  tottered  and  fell,  and  as  he  did  so  the 
assassin  fired  a  second  shot,  the  bullet  cutting  the 
left  coat  sleeve  of  his  victim,  but  inflicting  no  further 
injury.     It  has  been  very  truthfully  said  that  this  was 
"  the  shot  that  was  heard  round  the  world  "     Never 
before  in  the  history  of  the  Nation  had  anything  oc- 
curred which  so  nearly  froze  the  blood  of  the  people 
for  the  moment,  as  this  awful  deed.     He  was  smit« 
ten  on  the  brightest,  gladdest  day  of  all  his  life,  and 
was  at  the  summit  of  his  power  and  hope.  For  eighty 
days,  all  during  the  hot  months  of  July  and  August, 
he  lingered  and  suffered.     He,   however,   remained 
master  of  himself  till  the  last,  and  by  his  magnificent 
bearing  was  teaching  the  country  and  the  world  the 
noblest  of  human  lessons — how  to  live  grandly  in  the 
very  clutch  of  death.     Great  in  life,  he  was  surpass- 
ingly great  in  death.     He  passed  serenely  away  Sept. 
19,  1883,  at  Elberon,  N.  J.,  on  the  very  bank  "of  the 
ocean,  where  he  had  been  taken  shortly  previous.   The 
world  wept  at  his  death,  as  it  never  had  done  on  the 
death  of  any  other  man  who  had  ever  lived  upon  it 
The  murderer  was  duly  tried,  found  guilty  and  exe- 
cuted, in  one  year  after  he  committed  the  foul  deed. 
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HESTER      A.      ARTHUR, 

t  twenty  -first  Present  of  the 
United  States,  was  born  in 
Franklin  Courty,  Vermont,  on 
the  fifth  of  Odober,  1830,  andis 
the  oldest  of  a  family  of  two 
sons  and  five  daughters.  His 
father  was  the  Rev.  Dr.  William 
Arthur,  a  Bapti st dor gy man,  who 
emigrated  to  tb'.s  country  from 
the  county  Antrim,  Ireland,  in 
his  1 8th  year,  and  died  in  1875,  in 
Newtonville,  neai  Albany,  after  a 
long  and  successful  ministry- 
Young  Arthur  was  educated  at 
Union  College,  S<  henectady,  where 
he  excelled  in  all  his  studies.  Af- 
ter his  graduation  he  taught  school 
in  Vermont  for  two  years,  and  at 
the  expiration  of  that  time  came  to 
New  York,  with  $500  in  his  pocket, 
and  entered  the  ofiice  of  ex- Judge 
E.  D.  Culver  as  student.  After 
being  admitted  to  the  bar  he  formed 
a  partnership  with  his  intimate  friend  and  room-mate, 
Henry  D.  Gardiner,  with  the  intention  of  practicing 
in  the  West,  and  for  three  months  they  roamed  about 
in  the  Western  States  in  search  of  an  eligible  site, 
but  in  the  end  returned  to  New  York,  where  they 
hung  out  their  shingle,  and  entered  upon  a  success^ 
ful  career  almost  from  the  start.  General  Arthur 
soon  afterward  n^arr^d  the  daughter  of  Lieutenant 


Herndon,  of  the  United  States  Navy,  who  was  lost  at 
sea.  Congress  voted  a  gold  medal  to  his  widow  in 
recognition  of  the  bravery  he  displayed  on  that  occa- 
sion. Mrs.  Arthur  died  shortly  before  Mr.  Arthur's 
nomination  to  the  Vice  Presidency,  leaving  two 
children. 

Gen.  Arthur  obtained  considerable  legal  celebrity 
in  his  first  great  case,  the  famous  Lemmon  suit, 
brought  to  recover  possession  of  eight  slaves  who  had 
been  declared  free  by  Judge  Paine,  of  the  Superior 
Court  of  New  York  City.  It  was  in  1852  that  Jon- 
athan Lemmon,  of  Virginia,  went  to  New  York  with 
his  slaves,  intending  to  ship  them  to  Texas,  when 
they  were  discovered  and  freed.  The  Judge  decided 
that  they  could  not  be  held  by  the  owner  under  the 
Fugitive  Slave  Law.  A  howl  of  rage  went  up  from 
the  South,  and  the  Virginia  Legislature  authorized  the 
Attorney  General  of  that  State  to  assist  in  an  appeal. 
Wm.  M.  Evarts  and  Chester  A.  Arthur  were  employed 
to  represent  the  People,  and  they  won  their  case, 
which  then  went  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States.  Charles  O'Conor  here  espoused  the  cause 
of  the  slave-holders,  but  he  too  was  beaten  by  Messrs 
Evarts  and  Arthur,  and  a  long  step  was  taken  toward 
the  emancipation  of  the  black  race. 

Another  great  service  was  rendered  by  General 
Arthur  in  the  same  cause  in  1856.  Lizzie  Jennings, 
a  respectable  colored  woman,  was  put  off  a  Fourth 
Avenue  car  with  violence  after  she  had  paid  her  fare. 
General  Arthur  sued  on  her  behalf,  and  secured  a 
verdict  of  $500  damages.  The  next  day  the  compa- 
ny issued  an  order  to  admit  colored  persons  to  ride 
on  their  cars,  and  the  other  car  companies  quickly 
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followed  their  example.  Before  that  the  Sixtk  Ave- 
nue Company  ran  a  few  special  cars  for  colored  per- 
sons and  the  other  lines  refused  to  let  them  ride  at  all. 
General  Arthur  was  a  delegate  to  the  Convention 
at  Saratoga  that  founded  the  Republican  party. 
Previous  to  the  war  he  was  Judge-Advocate  of  the 
Second  Brigade  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  Gov- 
ernor Morgan,  of  that  State,  appointed  him  Engineer- 
in-Chief  of  his  staff.  In  1861,  he  was  made  Inspec- 
tor General,  and  soon  afterward  became  Quartermas- 
ter-General. In  each  of  these  offices  he  rendered 
great  service  to  the  Government  during  the  war.  At 
the  end  of  Governor  Morgan's  term  he  resumed  the 
practice  of  the  law,  forming  a  partnership  with  Mr. 
Ransom,  and  then  Mr.  Phelps,  the  District  Attorney 
of  New  York,  was  added  to  the  firm.  The  legal  prac- 
tice of  this  well-known  firm  was  very  large  and  lucra- 
tive, each  of  the  gentlemen  composing  it  were  able 
lawyers,  and  possessed  a  splendid  local  reputation,  if 
not  indeed  one  of  national  extent. 

He  always  took  a  leading  part  in  State  and  city 
politics.  He  was  appointed  Collector  of  the  Port  of 
New  York  by  President  Grant,  Nov.  21,  1872,  to  suc- 
ceed Thomas  Murphy,  and  held  the  office  until  July, 
20,  1878,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Collector  Merritt. 
Mr.  Arthur  was  nominated  on  the  Presidential 
ticket,  with  Gen.  James  A.  Garfield,  at  the  famous 
National  Republican  Convention  held  at  Chicago  in 
June,  1880.  This  was  perhaps  the  greatest  political 
convention  that  ever  assembled  on  the  continent.  It 
was  composed  of  the  fading  politicians  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  all  able  men,  and  each  stood  firm  and 
fought  vigorously  and  with  signal  tenacity  for  their 
respective  candidates  that  were  before  the  conven- 
tion for  the  nomination.  Finally  Gen.  Garfield  re- 
ceived the  nomination  for  President  and  Gen.  Arthur 
for  Vice-President.  The  campaign  which  followed 
was  one  of  the  most  animated  known  in  the  history  of 
our  country.  Gen.  Hancock,  the  standard-bearer  of 
the  Democratic  party,  was  a  popular  man,  and  his 
party  made  a  valiant  fight  for  his  election. 

Finally  the  election  came  and  the  country's  choice 
vvas  Garfield  and  Arthur.  They  were  inaugurated 
March  4,  1881,  as  President  and  Vice-President. 
A  few  months  only  had  passed  ere  the  newly  chosen 
President  was  the  victim  of  the  assassin's  bullet.  Then 
came  terrible  weeks  of  suffering, — those  moment*  of 
anxious  suspense,  when  the  hearts  of  all  civilized  na- 


tions were  throbbing  in  unison,  longing  for  the  re- 
covery of  the  noble,  the  good  President.  The  remark- 
able patience  that  he  manifested  during  those  hours 
and  weeks,  and  even  months,  of  the  most  terrible  suf- 
fering man  has  often  been  called  upon  to  endure,  was 
seemingly  more  than  human.  It  was  certainly  God- 
like. During  all  this  period  of  deepest  anxiety  Mr. 
Arthur's  every  move  was  watched,  and  be  it  said  to  his 
credit  that  his  every  action  displayed  only  an  earnest 
desire  that  the  suffering  Garfield  might  recover,  to 
serve  the  remainder  of  the  term  he  had  so  auspi- 
ciously begun.  Not  a  selfish  feeling  was  manifested 
in  deed  or  look  of  this  man,  even  though  the  most 
honored  position  in  the  world  was  at  any  moment 
likely  to  fall  to  him. 

At  last  God  in  his  mercy  relieved  President  Gar- 
field from  further  suffering,  and  the  world,  as   never 
before  in   its   history  over  the  death  of    any  other 
man,  wept  at  his  bier.     Then  it  became   the  duty  of 
the  Vice  President  to  assume  the  responsibilities  of 
the  high  office,  and  he  took  the  oath  in    New  York, 
Sept.  20,  1 88 1.     The  position  was  an    embarrassing 
one  to  him,  made  doubly  so  from  the  facts  that  all 
eyes  were  on  him,  anxious  to  know  what  he  would  do, 
what  policy  he  would  pursue,  and  who  he  would  se- 
lect as  advisers.    The  duties  of  the  office  had  been 
greatly  neglected  during  the  President's  long  illness, 
and  many  important  measures  were  to  be  immediately 
decided  by  him ;  and  still  farther  to  embarrass  him  he 
did  not  fail  to  realize  under  what  circumstances  he 
became  President,  and  knew  the  feelings  of  many  on 
this  point.  Under  these  trying  circumstances  President 
Arthur  took  the  reins  of  the  Government  in  his  own 
hands ;  and,  as  embarrassing  as  were  the  condition  of 
affairs,  he  happily  surprised  the  nation,  acting  so 
wisely   that   but   few   criticised    his  administration. 
He  served   the  nation  well  and  faithfully,  until  the 
close  of  his  administration,  March  4,  1885,  and  was 
a  popular  candidate  before  his   party  for  a  second 
term.     His  name  was  ably  presented  before  the  con- 
vention  at   Chicago,  and  was  received  with  great 
favor,  and  doubtless  but  for  the  personal  popularity 
of  one  of  the  opposing  candidatess  he  would  have 
been  selected   as  the  standard-bearer  of  his  party 
for  another  campaign.     He  retired  to  private  life  car- 
rying with  him  the  best  wishes  of  the  American  peo- 
ple, whom  he  had  served  in  a  manner  satisfactory 
to  them  and  with  credit  to  himself. 
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TEPHEN  GROVER  CLEVE- 
LAND, the  twenty- second  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  was 
born  in  1837,  in  the  obscure 
town  of  Caldwell,  Essex  Co., 
N.  J.,  and  in  a  little  two-and-a- 
half-story  white  house  which  is  still 
standing,  characteristically  to  mark 
the  humble  birth-place  of  one  of 
America's  great  men  in  striking  con- 
trast with  the  Old  World,  where  all 
men  high  in  office  must  be  high  in 
origin  and  born  in  the  cradle  of 
wealth.  When  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  three  years  of  age,  his 
father,  who  was  a  Presbyterian  min- 
ister, with  a  large  family  and  a  small  salary,  moved, 
by  way  of  the  Hudson  River  and  Erie  Canal,  to 
Fayetteville,  in  search  of  an  increased  income  and  a 
larger  field  of  work.  Fayetteville  was  then  the  most 
straggling  of  country  villages,  about  five  miles  from 
Pompey  Hill,  where  Governor  Seymour  was  born. 

At  the  last  mentioned  place  young  Grover  com- 
menced going  to  school  in  the  "  good,  old-fashioned 
way,"  and  presumably  distinguished  himself  after  the 
manner  of  all  village  boys,  in  doing  the  things  he 
ought  not  to  do.  Such  is  the  distinguishing  trait  of 
all  geniuses  and  independent  thinkers.  When  he 
■arrived  at  the  age  of  14  years,  he  had  outgrown  the 
.capacity  of  the  village  school  and  expressed  a  most  I 


emphatic  desire  to  be  sent  to  an  academy.  To  this 
his  father  decidedly  objected.  Academies  in  those 
days  cost  money;  besides,  his  father  wanted  him  to 
become  self-supporting  by  the  quickest  possible 
means,  and  this  at  that  time  in  Fayetteville  seemed 
to  be  a  position  in  a  country  store,  where  his  father 
and  the  large  family  on  his  hands  had  considerable 
influence.  Grover  was  to  be  paid  $50  for  his  services 
the  first  year,  and  if  he  proved  trustworthy  he  was  to 
receive  |roo  the  second  year.  Here  the  lad  com- 
menced his  career  as  salesman,  and  in  two  years  he 
had  earned  so  good  a  reputation  for  trustworthiness 
that  his  employers  desired  to  retain  him  for  an  in- 
definite length  of  time.  Otherwise  he  did  not  ex- 
hibit as  yet  any  particular  "  flashes  of  genius  "  or 
eccentricities  of  talent.  He  was  simply  a  good  boy. 
But  instead  of  remaining  with  this  firm  in  Fayette- 
ville, he  went  with  the  family  in  their  removal  to 
Clinton,  where  he  had  an  opportunity  of  attending  a 
high  school.  Here  he  industriously  pursued  his 
studies  until  the  family  removed  with  him  to  a  point 
on  Black  River  known  as  the  "  Holland  Patent,"  a 
village  of  500  or  600  people,  15  miles  north  of  Utica, 
N.  Y.  At  this  place  his  father  died,  after  preaching 
but  three  Sundays.  This  event  broke  up  the  family, 
and  Grover  set  out  for  New  York  City  to  accept,  at  a 
small  salary,  the  position  of  "  under-teacher  "  in  an 
asylum  for  the  blind.  He  taught  faithfully  for  two 
years,  and  although  he  obtained  a  good  reputation  in 
this  capacity,  he  concluded  that  teaching  was  not  his 
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calling  for  life,  and,  reversing  the  traditional  order, 
he  left  the  city  to  seek  his  fortune,  instead  of  going 
to  a  city.  He  first  thought  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  as 
there  was  some  charm  in  that  name  for  him;  but 
before  proceeding  to  that  place  he  went  to  Buffalo  to 
*sk  the  advice  of  his  uncle,  Lewis  F.  Allan,  a  noted 
stock-breeder  of  that  place.  The  latter  did.  not 
speak  enthusiastically.  "  What  is  it  you  want  to  do, 
my  boy?"  he  asked.  "Well,  sir,  I  want  to  study 
law,"  was  the  reply,  "Good  gracious!"  remarked 
the  old  gentleman ;  "  do  you,  indeed  ?  What  ever  put 
that  into  your  head?  How  much  money  have  you 
got?"  "Well,  sir,  to  tell  the  truth,  I  haven't  got 
anf. 

After  a  long  consultation,  his  uncle  offered  him  a 
place  temporarily  as  assistant  herd-keeper,  at  $50  a 
year,  while  he  could  "look  around."  One  day  soon 
afterward  he  boldly  walked  into  the  office  of  Rogers, 
Bowen  &  Rogers,  of  Buffalo,  and  told  Ihem  what  he 
wanted.  A  number  of  young  men  were  already  en- 
gaged in  the  office,  but  Grover's  persistency  won,  and 
ne  was  finally  permitted  to  come  as  an  office  boy  and 
Have  the  use  of  the  law  library,  for  the  nominal  sum 
of  $3  or  $4  a  week.  Out  of  this  he  had  to  pay  for 
his  board  and  washing.  The  walk  to  and  from  his 
uncle's  was  a  long  and  rugged  one;  and,  although 
the  first  winter  was  a  memorably  severe  one,  his 
shoes  were  out  of  repair  and  his  overcoat — he  had 
none — yet  he  was  nevertheless  prompt  and  regular. 
On  the  first  day  of  his  service  here,  his  senior  em- 
ployer threw  down  a  copy  of  Blackstone  before  him 
with  a  bang  that  made  the  dust  fly,  saying  "That's 
where  they  all  begin."  A  titter  ran  around  the  little 
circle  of  clerks  and  students,  as  they  thought  that 
was  enough  to  scare  young  Grover  out  of  his  plans  ; 
Out  in  due  time  he  mastered  that  cumbersome  volume. 
Then,  as  ever  afterward,  however,  Mr.  Cleveland 
exhibited  a  talent  for  executiveness  rather  than  for 
chasing  principles  through  all  their  metaphysical 
possibilities.  "  Let  us  quit  talking  and  go  and  do 
*t,"  was  practically  his  motto. 

The  first  public  office  to  which  Mr.  Cleveland  was 
elected  was  that  of  Sheriff  of  Erie  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in 
which  Buffalo  is  situated;  and  in  such  capacity  it  fell 
to  his  duty  to  inflict  capital  piriishment  upon  two 
criminals.  In  1881  he  was  elected  Mayor  of  the 
City  of  Buffalo,  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  with  es- 
pecial reference  to  the  bringing  about  certain  reforms 


in  the  administration  of  the  municipal  affairs  of  that 
city.  In  this  office,  as  well  as  that  of  Sheriff,  his 
performance  of  duty  has  generally  been  considered 
fair,  with  possibly  a  few  exceptions  which  were  fer- 
reted out  and  magnified  during  the  last  Presidential 
campaign.  As  a  specimen  of  his  plain  language  in 
a  veto  message,  we  quote  from  one  vetoing  an  iniqui- 
tous street-cleaning  contract:  "This  is  a  time  for 
plain  speech,  and  my  objection  to  your  action  shall 
be  plainly  stated.  I  regard  it  as  the  culmination  of 
a  mos  bare-faced,  impudent  and  shameless  scheme 
to  betray  the  interests  of  the  people  and  to  worse 
than  squander  the  people's  money/'  The  New  York 
Sun  afterward  very  highly  commended  Mr.  Cleve- 
land's administration  as  Mayor  of  Buffalo,  and  there- 
upon recommended  him  for  Governor  of  the  Empire 
State.  To  the  latter  office  he  was  elected  in  1882, 
and  his  administration  of  the  affairs  of  State  was 
generally  satisfactory.  The  mistakes  he  madej  if 
any,  were  made  very  public  throughput  the  nation 
after  he  was  nominated  for  President  of  the  United 
States.  For  this  high  office  he  was  nominated  July 
11,  1884,  by  the  National  Democratic  Convention  at 
Chicago,  when  other  competitors  were  Thomas  F. 
Bayard,  Roswell  P.  Flower,  Thomas  A.  Hendricks, 
Benjamin  F.  Butler,  Allen  G.  Thurman,  etc.;  and  he 
was  elected  by  the  people,  by  a  majority  of  about  a 
thousand,  over  the  brilliant  and  long-tried  Repub- 
lican statesman,  James  G.  Blaine.  President  Cleve- 
land resigned  his  office  as  Governor  of  New  York  in 
January,  1885,  in  order  to  prepare  for  his  duties  as 
the  Chief  Executive  of  the  United  States,  in  which 
capacity  his  term  commenced  at  noon  on  the  4th  of 
March,  1885.  For  his  Cabinet  officers  he  selected 
the  following  gentlemen:  For  Secretary  of  State, 
Thomas  F.  Bayard,  of  Delaware ;  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  Daniel  Manning,  of  New  York ;  Secretary 
of  War,  William  C.  Endicott,  of  Massachusetts; 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  William  C.  Whitney,  of  New 
York;  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  L.  Q.  C.  Lamar,  of 
Mississippi;  Postmaster-General,  William  F.  Vilas, 
of  Wisconsin ;  Attorney-General,  A.  H.  Garland,  of 
Arkansas. 

The  silver  question  precipitated  a  controversy  be- 
tween those  who  were  in  favor  of  the  continuance  of 
silver  coinage  and  those  who  were  opposed,  Mr. 
Cleveland  answering  for  the  latter,  even  before*  his 
inauguration. 
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;ENJAMIN   HARRISON,  the 

twenty-third  President,  is 
the  descendant  of  one  of  the 
historical  families  of  this 
country.  The  head  of  the 
family  was  a  Major  General 
Harrison,  one  of  Oliver 
Cromwell's  trusted  follow- 
ers and  fighters.  In  the  zenith  of  Crom- 
well's power  it  became  the  duty  of  this 
Harrison  to  participate  in  the  trial  of 
Charles  I,  and  afterward  to  sign  the 
death  warrant  of  the  king.  He  subse- 
quently paid  for  this  with  his  life,  being 
hung  Oct.  13,  16G0.  His  descendants 
came  to  America,  and  the  next  of  the 
family  that  appears  in  history  is  Benja- 
min Harrison,  of  Virginia,  great-grand- 
father of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and 
after  whom  he  wras  named.  Benjamin  Harrison 
was  a  member  of  the  Continental  Congress  during 
the  years  1774-5-6,  and  was  one  of  the  original 
signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  He 
was  three  times  elected  Governor  of  Virginia. 
Gen    William  Henry  Harrison,  the  son  of  the 


distinguished  patriot  of  the  Revolution,  after  a  suc- 
cessful career  as  a  soldier  during  the  War  of  1812, 
and  with -a  clean  record  as  Governor  of  the  North- 
western Territory,  was  elected  President  of  the 
United  States  in  1840.  His  career  was  cut  short 
by  death  within  one  month  after  Ills  inauguration. 
President  Harrison  was  born  at  North  Bend, 
Hamilton  Co.,  Ohio,  Aug.  "0,  1833,  His  life  up  to 
the  time  of  his  graduation  by  the  Miami  University, 
at  Oxford,  Ohio,  was  the  uneventful  one  of  a  coun- 
try lad  of  a  family  of  small  means.  His  father  was 
able  to  give  him  a  good  education,  and  nothing 
more.  He  became  engaged  while  at  college  to  tho 
daughter  of  Dr.  Scott,  Principal  of  a  female  schoo 
at  Oxford.  After  graduating  he  determined  to  en- 
ter upon  the  study  of  the  law.  He  went  to  Ci'e 
cinnati  and  then  read  law  for  two  years.  At  tht 
expiration  of  that  time  young  Harrison  received  tt:, 
only  inheritance  of  his  life;  his  aunt  dying  left  bin: 
a  lot  valued  at  $800.  He  regarded  this  legacy  as  h 
fortune,  and  decided  to  get  married  at  once,  !ak3 
this  money  and  go  to  some  Eastern  town  an  I  be- 
gin the  practice  of  law.  He  sold  his  lot,  and  with 
the  money  in  his  pocket,  he  started  out  wita  his 
young  wife  to  fight  for  a  place  in  the  world,     Ee 
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decided  to  go  to  Indianapolis,  which  was  even  at 
that  time  a  town  of  promise.  He  met  with  slight 
encouragement  at  first,  making  scarcely  anything 
the  first  year.  He  worked  diligently,  applying  him- 
self closely  to  his  calling,  built  up  an  extensive 
practice  and  took  a  leading  rank  in  the  legal  pro- 
fession.    He  is  the  father  of  two  children. 

In  1860  Mr.  Harrison  was  nominated  for  the 
position  of  Supreme  Court  Reporter,  and  then  be- 
gan his  experience  as  a  stump  speakej  He  can- 
vassed the  State  thoroughly,  and  was  elected  by  a 
handsome  majority.  In  1862  he  raised  the  17th 
Indiana  Infantry,  and  was  chosen  its  Colonel.  His 
regiment  was  composed  of  the  rawest  of  material, 
out  Col.  Harrison  employed  all  his  time  at  first 
mastering  military  tactics  and  drilling  his  men, 
when  he  therefore  came  to  move  toward  the  East 
with  Sherman  his  regiment  was  one  of  the  best 
drilled  and  organized  in  the  army.  At  Resaca  he 
especially  distinguished  himself,  and  for  his  bravery 
fit  Peachtree  Creek  he  was  made  a  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral, Gen.  Hooker  speaking  of  him  in  the  most 
complimentary  terms. 

During  the  absence  of  Gen.  Harrison  in  the  field 
he  Supreme  Court  declared  the  office  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  Reporter  vacant,  and  another  person 
was  elected  to  the  position.  From  the  time  of  leav- 
ing Indiana  with  his  regiment  until  the  fall  of  1864 
he  had  taken  no  leave  of  absence,  but  having  been 
nominated  that  year  for  the  same  office,  he  got  a 
thirty-day  leave  of  absence,  and  during  that  time 
made  a  brilliant  canvass  of  the  State,  and  was  elected 
for  another  terra.  He  then  started  to  rejoin  Sher- 
idan, but  on  the  way  was  stricken  down  with  scarlet 
^ever,  and  after  a  most  trying  siege  made  his  way 
to  the  front  in  time  to  participate  in  the  closing 
incidents  of  the  war. 

In  1868  Gen.  Harrison  declined  n,  re-election  as 
:«porter,  and  resumed  the  practice  of  lawa  In  1876 
ne  was  a  candidate  for  Governor.  Although  de- 
eated,  the  brilliant  campaign  he  made  won  for  him 
3,  National  reputation,  and  he  was  much  sought,  es- 
pecially in  the  East,  to  make  speeches.  In  1880, 
as  usual,  he  took  an  active  part  in  the  campaign, 
and  was  elected  to  the  United  States  Senate.  Here 
he  served  six  3rears,  and  vzas  known  as  one  of  the 
Idlest  ipen,  J)§§t  lawyers  and  strongest  debaters  in 


that  body.  With  the  expiration  of  his  Senatorial 
term  he  returned  to  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
becoming  the  head  of  one  of  the  strongest  firms  in 
the  State. 

The  political  campaign  of  1888  was  one  of  the 
most  memorable  in  the  history  of  our  country.  The 
convention  which  assembled  in  Chicago  in  June  and 
named  Mr.  Harrison  as  the  chief  standard  bearer 
of  the  Republican  party,  was  great  in  every  partic- 
ular, and  on  this  account,  and  the  attitude  it  as- 
sumed upon  the  vital  questions  of  the  day,  chief 
among  which  was  the  tariff,  awoke  a  deep  interest 
in  the  campaign  throughout  the  Nation.  Shortly 
after  the  nomination  delegations  began  to  visit  Mr. 
Harrison  at  Indianapolis,  his  home.  This  move- 
ment became  popular,  and  from  all  sections  of  the 
country  societies,  clubs  and  delegations  journeyed 
thither  to  pay  their  respects  to  the  distinguished 
statesman.  The  popularity  of  these  was  greatly 
increased  on  account  of  the  remarkable  speeches 
made  by  Mr.  Harrison.  He  spoke  daily  all  through 
the  summer  and  autumn  to  these  visiting  delega- 
tions, and  so  varied,  masterly  and  eloquent  were 
his  speeches  that  they  at  once  placed  him  in  the 
foremost  rank  of  American  orators  and  statesmen. 

On  account  of  his  eloquence  as  a  speaker  and  his 
power  as  a  debater,  he  was  called  upon  at  an  un- 
commonly early  age  to  take  part  in  the  discussion 
of  the  great  questions  that  then  began  to  agitate 
the  country.  He  was  an  uncompromising  anti 
slavery  man,  and  was  matched  against  some  of  tl;e 
most  eminent  Democratic  speakers  of  his  State. 
No  man  who  felt  the  touch  of  his  blade  dec i  red  to 
be  pitted  with  him  again.  With  all  his  eloquence 
as  an  orator  he  never  spoke  for  oratorical  eifect, 
but  his  words  alwaj^s  went  like  bullets  to  the  mark 
He  is  purely  American  in  his  ideas  and  is  a  spier 
did  type  of  the  American  statesman.  Gifted  witii 
quick  perception,  a  logical  mind  and  a  ready  tongue, 
he  is  one  of  the  most  distinguished  impromptu 
speakers  in  the  Nation.  Many  of  these  speeches 
sparkled  with  the  rarest  of  eloquence  and  contained 
arguments  of  greatest  weight.  Many  of  his  terse 
statements  have  already  become  aphorisms.  Origi- 
nal in  thought,  precise  in  logic,  terse  in  statement, 
yet  withal  faultless  in  eloquence,  lie  is  recognized  as 
the  sound  statesman  and  brilliant  orator  03  tac  day 
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TEPHEN  T.    MASON,    the 

k  first  Governor  of  Michigan,  was 
a  son  of  Gen.  John  T.  Mason, 
of  Kentucky,  but  was  born  in 
Virginia,  in  1812.  At  the  age 
of  19  he  was  appointed  Secre- 
tary of  Michigan  Territory,  and 
served  in  that  capacity  during  the 
administration  of  Gov.  George  B. 
Porter.  Upon  the  death  of  Gov. 
Porter,  which  occurred  on  the  6th  of 
July,  1834,  Mr.  Mason  became  Act- 
ing Governor.  In  October,  1835,  he 
was  elected  Governor  under  the  State 
organization,  and  immediately  en- 
tered upon  the  performance  of  the 
1  duties  of  the  office,  although  the 
State  was  not  yet  admitted  into  the  Union.  After 
the  State  was  admitted  into  the  Union,  Governor 
Mason  was  re-elected  to  the  position,  and  served  with 
credit  to  himself  and  to  the  advantage  of  the  State. 
He  died  Jan.  4,  1843.  The  principal  event  during 
Governor  Mason's  official  career,  was  that  arising  from 
the  disputed  southern  boundary  of  the  State. 

Michigan  claimed  for  her  southern  boundary  aline 
running  east  across  the  peninsula  from  the  extreme 
southern  point  of  Lake  Michigan,  extending  through 
Lake  Erie,  to  the  Pennsylvania  line.  This  she 
claimed  as  a  vested  right — a  right  accruing  to  her  by 
compact.  This  compact  was  the  ordinance  of  1787, 
:he  parties  to  which  were  the  original  13  States,  and 
the  territory  northwest  of  the  Ohio ;  and,  by  the  suc- 
cession of  parties  under  statutory  amendments  to  the 
ordinance  and  laws  of  Congress — the  United  States  on 
the  one  part,  and  each  Territory  northwest  of  the 
Ohio,  as  far  as  affected  by  their   provisions,   on   the 


other.  Michigan,  therefore,  claimed  it  under  the  prior 
grant,  or  assignation  of  boundary. 

Ohio,  on  the  other  hand,  claimed  that  the  ordinance 
had  been  superseded  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  Congress  had  a  right  to  regu- 
late the  boundary.  It  was  also  claimed  that  the 
Constitution  of  the  State  of  Ohio  having  described  a 
different  line,  and  Congress  having  admitted  the  State 
under  that  Constitution,  without  mentioning  the  sub- 
ject of  the  line  in  dispute,  Congress  had  thereby  given 
its  consent  to  the  line  as  laid  down  by  the  Constitu- 
tion of  Ohio.  This  claim  was  urged  by  -  Ohio  at 
some  periods  of  the  controversy,  but  at  others  she  ap- 
peared to  regard  the  question  unsettled,  by  the  fact 
that  she  insisted  upon  Congress  taking  action  in  re- 
gard to  the  boundary.  Accordingly,  we  find  that,  in 
18 1 2,  Congress  authorized  the  Surveyor-General  to 
survey  a  line,  agreeably  to  the  act,  to  enable  the  people 
of  Ohio  to  form  a  Constitution  and  State  government. 
Owing  to  Indian  hostilities,  however,  the  line  was  not 
run  till  1818.  In  1820,  the  question  in  dispute 
underwent  a  rigid  examination  by  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands.  The  claim  of  Ohio  was  strenuously 
urged  by  her  delegation,  and  as  ably  opposed  by  Mr. 
Woodbridge,  the  then  delegate  from  Michigan.  The 
result  was  that  the  committee  decided  unanimously 
in  favor  of  Michigan;  but,  in  the  hurry  of  business, 
no  action  was  taken  by  Congress,  and  the  question 
remained  open  till  Michigan  organized  her  State  gov- 
ernment. 

The  Territory  in  dispute  is  about  five  miles  in 
width  at  the  west  end,  and  about  eight  miles  in  width 
at  the  east  end,  and  extends  along  the  whole  north- 
ern line  of  Ohio,  west  of  Lake  Erie.  The  line  claimed 
by  Michigan  was  known  as  the  "  Fulton  line,"  and 
that  claimed  by  Ohio  was  known  as  the  "  Harris  line,,: 
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from  the  names  of  the  surveyors.  The  territory  was 
valuable  for  its  rich  agricultural  lands ;  but  the  chief 
value  consisted  in  the  fact  that  the  harbor  on  the 
Maumee  River,  where  now  stands  the  flourishing  city 
of  Toledo,  was  included  withinits  limits  The  town 
originally  bore  the  name  of  Swan  Creek,  afterwards 
Port  Lawrence,  then  Vestula,  and  then  Toledo. 

In  February,  1835,  the  Legislature  of  Ohio  passed 
an  act  extending  the  jurisdiction  of  the    State    over 
the   territory   in    question;     erected  townships     and 
directed  them  to  hold  elections  in  April  following.     It 
also  directed  Governor  Lucus  to  appoint  three  com- 
missioners to  survey  and  re-mark  the  Harris  line ;  and 
named  the  first  of  April  as  the  day  to  commence  the 
survey.  Acting  Governor  Mason,  however,  anticipated 
this  action  on  the  part  of  the  Ohio  Legislature,  sent 
a  special  message  to  the  Legislative  Council,  appris- 
ing it  of  Governor  Lucas'  message,  and  advised  imme- 
diate action  by  that  body  to  anticipate  and  counteract 
the  proceedings  of  Ohio.     Accordingly,  on  the    12th 
of  February,  the  council  passed  an  act  making  it   a 
criminal  offence,  punishable  by  a  heavy  fine,   or   im- 
prisonment, for  any  one  to  attempt    to    exercise    any 
official  functions,  or  accept  any  office  within  the  juris- 
diction of  Michigan,  under  or  by  virture   of  any  au- 
thority not  derived  from  the  Territory,  cr  the  United 
States.  On  the  9th  of  March,  Governor  Mason  wrote 
General  Brown,  then  in    command  of  the    Michigan 
militia,  directing  him  to  hold  himself  in  readiness  to 
meet  the  enemy  in  the  field  in  case  any  attempt  was 
made  on  the  part  of  Ohio  to  carry  out  the  provisions 
of  that  act  of  the  Legislature.  On  the  31st  of  March, 
Governor  Lucus,  with  his  commissioners,   arrived  at 
Perry sburgh,  on  their  way  to  commence  re-surveying 
the  Harris  line.     He  was   accompanied   by  General 
Bell  and  staff,  of  the  Ohio  Militia,  who  proceeded  to 
muster  a  volunteer  force  of  about  600   men.      This 
was  soon  accomplished,  and  the  force  fully  armed  and 
equipped.     The  force  then  went  into  camp  at   Fort 
Miami,  to  await  the  Governor's  orders. 

In  the  meantime,  Governor  Mason,  with  General 
Brown  and  staff,  had  raised  a  force  800  to  1200 
strong,  and  were  in  possession  of  Toledo.  General 
Brown's  Staff  consisted  of  Captain  Henry  Smith,  of 
Monroe,  Inspector;  Major  J.  J.  Ullman,  of  Con- 
stantine,  Quartermaster;  William  E.  Broadman,  of 
Detroit,  and  Alpheus  Felch,  of  Monroe,  Aids-de- 
camp. When  Governor  Lucas  observed  the  deter- 
mined bearing  of  the  Michigan  braves,  and  took  note 


of  their  number,  he  found  it  convenient  to  content 
himself  for  a  time  with  "  watching  over  the  border." 
Several  days  were  passed  in  this  exhilarating  employ- 
ment, and  just  as  Governor  Lucas  had  made  up  his 
mind  to  do  something  rash,  two  commissioners  ar- 
rived from  Washington  on  a  mission  of  peace.  They 
remonstrated  with  Gov.  Lucus,  and  reminded  him  of 
the  consequences  to  himself  and  his  State  if  he  per- 
sisted in  his  attempt  to  gain  possession  of  the  disputed 
territory  by  force.  After  several  conferences  with 
both  governors,  the  commissioners  submitted  proposi- 
tions for  their  consideration. 

Governor  Lucas  at  once  accepted  the  propositions, 
and  disbanded  his  forces.  Governor  Mason,  on  the 
other  hand,  refused  to  accede  to  the  arrangement,  and 
declined  to  compromise  the  rights  of  his  people  by  a 
surrender  of  possession  and  jurisdiction.  When  Gov- 
ernor Lucus  disbanded  his  forces,  however,  Governor 
Mason  partially  followed  suit,  but  still  held  himself 
in  reidiness  to  meet  any  emergency  that  might  arise. 
Governor  Lucus  now  supposed  that  his  way  was 
clear,  and  that  he  could  re-mark  the  Harris  line  with- 
out being  molested,  and  ordered  the  commissioners 
to  proceed  with  their  work. 

In  the  meantime,  Governor  Mason  kept  a  watch- 
ful eye  upon  the  proceedings.  General  Brown  sent 
scouts  through  the  woods  to  watch  their  movements, 
and  report  when  operations  were  commenced.  When 
the  surveying  party  got  within  the  county  of  Lena- 
wee, the  under-sheriff  of  that  county,  armed  with  a 
warrant,  and  accompanied  by  a  posse,  suddenly  made 
his  appearance,  and  succeeded  in  arresting  a  portion 
of  the  party.  The  rest,  including  the  commissioners, 
took  to  their  heels,  and  were  soon  beyond  the  dis- 
puted territory.  They  reached  Perrysburgh  the  fol- 
lowing day  in  a  highly  demoralized  condition,  and 
reported  they  had  been  attacked  by  an  overwhelm- 
ing force  of  .Michigan  malitia,  under  command  of 
General  Brown. 

This  summary  breaking  up  of  the  surveying  party 
produced  the  most  tremendous  excitement  throughout 
Ohio.  Governor  Lucas  called  an  extra  session  of  the 
Legislature.  But  little  remains  to  be  said  in  reference 
to  the  "  war."  The  question  continued  for  some  time 
to  agitate  the  minds  of  the  opposing  parties ;  and  the 
action  of  Congress  was  impatiently  awaited.  Michigan 
was  admitted  into  the  Union  on  the  condition  that 
she  give  to  Ohio  the  disputed  territory,  and  accept 
in  return  the  Northern   Peninsula,   which   she   did. 
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ILLIAM       WOODBRIDGE, 

Iksecond  Governor  of  Michigan, 
was  born  at  Norwich,  Conn., 
Aug.  20,  1780,  and  died  at 
Detroit  Oct.  20,  1861.  He 
was  of  a  family  of  three  brothers 
and  two  sisters.  His  father, 
Dudley  Woodbridge,  removed  to 
Marietta,  Ohio,  about  1790.  The 
life  of  Wm.  Woodbridge,  by  Chas. 
Lauman,  from  which  this  sketch 
is  largely  com  piled,  mentions  noth- 
ing concerning  his  early  education 
beyond  the  fact  that  it  was  such  as 
was  afforded  by  the  average  school 
of  the  time,  except  a  year  with  the 
French  colonists  at  Gallipolis, 
where  he  acquired  a  knowledge  of 
the  French  language.  It  should 
be  borne  in  mind,  however,  that 
home  education  at  that  time  was 
an  indispensable  feature  in  the 
training  of  the  young.  To  this  and 
and  to  a  few  studies  well  mastered, 
is  due  that  strong  mental  discipline  which  has  served 
as  a  basis  for  many  of  the  grand  intellects  that  have 
a  lorned  and  helped  to  make  our  National  history. 
Mr.  Woodbridge  studied  law  at  Marietta,  having 
as  a  fellow  student  an  intimate  personal  friend,  a 
ycung  man  subsequently  distinguished,  but  known 
at  that  time  simply  as  Lewis  Cass.  He  graduated  at 
the  law  school  in  Connecticut,  after  a  course  there  of 
nearly  three  years,  and  began  to  practice  at  Marietta 
in  1806.  In  June,  1806,  he  married,  at  Hartford,  Con- 
necticut, Juleanna,  daughter  of  John  Trumbell,  a 
distinguished  author   and  judge;  and  author  of  the 


peom  McFingal,  which,  during  a  dark  period  of  the 
Revolution,  wrought  such  a  magic  change  upon  the 
spirits  of  the  colonists.  He  was  happy  in  his  domes  • 
ticrelations  until  the  death  of  Mrs.  W.,  Feb.  2,19,  i860. 

Our  written  biographies  necessarily  speak  moie 
fully  of  men,  because  of  their  active  participation  in 
public  affairs,  but  human  actions  are  stamped  upon 
the  page  of  time  and  when  the  scroll  shall  be  unrolled 
the  influence  of  good  women  upon  the  history  of  the 
world  will  be  read  side  by  side  with  the  deeds  of  men. 
How  much  success  and  renown  in  life  many  men  owe 
to  their  wives  is  probably  little  known.  Mrs.  W.  en- 
joyed the  best  means  of  early  education  that  the 
country  afforded,  and  her  intellectual  genius  enabled 
her  to  improve  her  advantages.  During  her  life,  side 
by  side  with  the  highest  type  of  domestic  and  social 
graces,  she  manifested  a  keen  intellectuality  that 
formed  the  crown  of  a  faultless  chaiacter.  She  was 
a  natural  poet,  and  wrote  quite  a  large  number  of  fine 
verses,  some  of  which  are  preserved  in  a  printed 
memorial  essay  written  upon  the  occasion  of  her 
death.  In  this  essay,  it  is  said  of  her  "to  contribute 
even  in  matters  of  minor  importance,  to  elevate  the 
reputation  and  add  to  the  well  being  of  her  husband 
in  the  various  stations  he  was  called  upon  to  fill,  gave 
her  the  highest  satisfaction  "  She  was  an  invalid 
during  the  latter  portion  of  her  life,  but  was  patient 
and  cheerful  to  the  end. 

In  1807,  Mr.  W.  was  chosen  a  representative  to  the 
General  Assembly  of  Ohio,  and  in  1809  was  elected  to 
the  Senate,  continuing  a  member  by  re-election  until 
his  removal  from  the  State.  He  also  held,  by  ap- 
pointment, during  the  time  the  office  of  Prosecuting 
Attorney  for  his  county.  He  took  a  leading  part  in 
the  Legislature,  and  in  1812  drew  up  a  declaration  and 
resolutions,  which  passed  the  two  houses  unanimously 
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and  attracted  great  attention,  endorsing,  in  strongest 
and  most  emphatic  terms,  the  war  measures  of  Presi- 
dent Madison.  During  the  period  from  1804  to  18 14 
the  two  law  students,  Woodbridge  and  Cass,  had  be- 
come widely  separated.  The  latter  was  Governor  of 
the  Territory  of  Michigan  under  the  historic  "Governor 
and  Judges"  plan,  with  the  indispensable  requisite  of  a 
Secretary  of  the  Territorry.  This  latter  position  was, 
in  1814,  without  solicitation  on  his  part,  tendered  to 
Mr.  W.  He  accepted  the  position  with  some  hesita- 
tion, and  entered  upon  its  duties  as  soon  as  he  could 
make  the  necessary  arrangements  for  leaving  Ohio. 
The  office  of  Secretary  involved  also  the  duties  of 
collectorof  customs  at  the  port  of  Detroit,  and  during 
the  frequent  absences  of  the  Governor,  the  discharge  of 
of  his  duties,  also  including  those  of  Superintendent 
of  Indian  Affairs.  Mr.  W.  officiated  as  Governor  for 
about  two  years  out  of  the  eight  years  that  he  held  the 
office  of  Secretary  Under  the  administration  of  "Gov- 
ernor and  Judges,"  which  the  people  of  the  Territory 
preferred  for  economical  reasons,  to  continue  some  time 
after  their  numbers  entitled  them  to  a  more  popular 
representative  system,  they  were  allowed  no  delegate 
in  Congress.  Mr.  W.,  as  a  sort  of  informal  agent  of 
the  people,  by  correspondence  and  also  by  a  visit  to 
the  National  capital,  so  clearly  set  forth  the  demand 
for  representation  by  a  delegate,  that  an  act  was 
passed  in  Congress  in  18 19  authorizing  one  to  be  chosen. 
Under  this  act  Mr.  W.  was  elected  by  the  concurrence 
of  all  parties.  His  first  action  in  Congress  was  to  secure 
the  passage  of  a  bill  recognizing  and  confirming  the 
old  French  land  titles  in  the  Territory  according  to 
the  terms  of  the  treaty  of  peace  with  Great  Britain 
at  the  close  of  the  Revolution ;  and  another  for  the 
construction  of  a  Government  road  through  the  "black 
swamps"  from  the  Miami  River  to  Detroit,  thus  open- 
ing a  means  of  land  transit  between  Ohio  and  Mich- 
igan. He  was  influential  in  securing  the  passage  of 
bills  for  the  construction  of  Government  roads  from 
Detroit  to  Chicago,  and  Detroit  to  Fort  Gratiot,  and 
for  the  improvement  of  La  Plaisance  Bay.  The  ex- 
pedition for  the  exploration  of  the  country  around 
Lake  Superior  and  in  the  valley  of  the  Upper  Mis- 
sissippi, projected  by  Governor  Cass,  was  set  on  foot 
by  means  of  representations  made  to  the  head  of  the 
department  by  Mr.  W.  While  in  Congress  he  stren- 
uously maintained  the  right  of  Michigan  to  the  strip 
of  territory  now  forming  the  northern  boundary  of 
Ohio,  which  formed  the  subject  of  such  grave  dispute 
between  Ohio  and  Michigan  at  the  time  of  the  ad- 
mission of  the  latter  into  the  Union.  He  served 
but  one  term  as  delegate  to  Congress,  de- 
clining further  service  on  account  of  personal  and 
family  considerations.  Mr.  W.  continued  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  Secretary  of  the  Territory  up  to  the  time 
its  Government  passed  into  the  "second  grade." 

In    1824,  he   was   appointed   one  of  a  board    of 
commissioners  for  adjusting  private  land  claims  in 


the  Territory,  and  was  engaged  also  in  the  practice  of 
his  profession,  having  the  best  law  library  in  the  Ter- 
ritory. In  1828,  upon  the  recommendation  of  the 
Governor,  Judges  and  others,  he  was  appointed  by  the 
President,  J.  Q.  Adams,  to  succeed  Hon.  James  With- 
erell,  who  had  resigned  as  a  Judge  of  what  is  conven- 
tionally called  the  "Supreme  Court"  of  the  Territory. 
This  court  was  apparently  a  continuation  of  the  Terri- 
torial Court,  under  the  "first  grade"  or  "Governor  and 
Judges"  system.  Although  it  was  supreme  in  its  ju- 
dicial functions  within  the  Territory,  its  powers  and 
duties  were  of  a  very  general  character. 

In  1832,  the  term  of  his  appointment  as  Judge  ex- 
piring, President  Jackson  appointed  a  successor,  it  is 
supposed  on  political  grounds,  much  to  the  disappoint- 
ment of  the  public  and  the  bar  of  the  Territory.  The 
partisan  feeling  of  the  time  extended  into  the  Terri- 
tory, and  its  people  began  to  think  of  assuming  the 
dignity  of  a  State  government.  Party  lines  becom- 
ing very  sharply  drawn,  he  identified  himself  with 
the  Whigs  and  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Conven- 
tion of  1835,  which  formed  the  first  State  Constitution. 
In  1837  he  was  elected  a  member  of  t^e  St  ate  Senate. 

This  sketch  has  purposely  dealt  somewhat  in  detail 
with  what  may  be  called  Judge  W's.  earlier  career, 
because  it  is  closely  identified  with  the  early  his- 
tory of  the  State,  and  the  development  of  its  politi- 
cal system.  Since  the  organization  of  the  State  Gov- 
ernment the  history  of  Michigan  is  more  familiar,  and 
hence  no  review  of  Judge  W's  career  as  Governor 
and  Senator  will  be  attempted.  He  was  elected  Gov- 
ernor in  1839,  under  a  popular  impression  that  the 
affairs  of  the  State  had  not  been  prudently  adminis- 
tered by  the  Democrats.  He  served  as  Governor  but 
little  more  than  a  year,  when  he  was  elected  to  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States. 

His  term  in  the  Senate  practically  closed  his  polit- 
ical life,  although  he  was  strongly  urged  by  many 
prominent  men  for  the  Whig  nomination  for  Vice 
President  in  1848. 

Soon  after  his  appointment  as  Judge  in  1828,  Gov- 
ernor W.  took  up  his  residence  on  a  tract  of  land 
which  he  owned  in  the  township  of  Spring  Wells,  a 
short  distance  below  what  was  then  the  corporate  lim- 
its of  Detroit,  where  he  resided  during  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  Both  in  his  public  papers  and  private 
communications,  Governor  W.  shows  himself  a  mas- 
ter of  language;  he  is  fruitful  in  simile  and  illustra- 
tion, logical  in  arrangement,  happy  in  the  choice  and 
treatment  of  topics,  and  terse  and  vigorous  in  expres- 
sion. Judge  W.  was  a  Congregationalist.  His  opinions 
on  all  subjects  were  decided ;  he  was  earnest  and 
energetic,  courteous  and  dignified,  and  at  times  ex- 
hibited a  vein  of  fine  humor  that  was  the  more  at- 
tractive because  not  too  often  allowed  to  come  to  the 
surface.  His  letters  and  addresses  show  a  deep  and 
earnest  affection  not  only  for  his  ancestral  home,  but 
the  home  of  his  adoption  and  for  friends  and  family. 
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OHN    STEWARD    BARRY, 

I  Governor  of  Michigan  from 
Jan.  3,  1842,  to  Jan.  5,  1846, 
and  from  Jan.  7,  1850,  to  Jan. 
1,  1852,  was  born  at  Amherst, 
N.  H.,  Jan.  29,  1802.  His  par- 
ents, John  and  Ellen  (Steward) 
Barry,  early  removed  to  Rocking- 
ham, Vt.,  where  he  remained  until 
he  became  of  age,  working  on  his 
father's  farm,  and  pursuing  his 
studies  at  the  same  time.  He  mar- 
ried Mary  Kidder,  of  Grafton,  Vt., 
and  in  1824  went  to  Georgia,  Vt., 
where  he  had  charge  of  an  academy 
for  two  years,  meanwhile  studying 
law.  He  afterward  practiced  law  in 
that  State.  While  he  was  in  Georgia  he  was  for  some 
time  a  member  of  the  Governor's  staff,  with  the  title 
of  Governor's  Aid,  and  at  a  somewhat  earlier  period 
was  Captain  of  a  company  of  State  militia.  In  183 1 
he  removed  to  Michigan,  and  settled  at  White  Pigeon, 
where  he  engaged  in  mercantile  business  with  I.  W. 
Willard. 
Four  years  after,  1834,  Mr,  Barry  removed  to  Con- 


stantine  and  continued  his  mercantile  pursuits.  He 
became  Justice  of  the  Peace  at  White  Pigeon,  Mich.' 
in  1831,  and  held  the  office  until  the  year  1835 
Mr.  Barry's  first  public  office  was  that  of  a  member 
of  the  first  constitutional  convention,  which  assembled 
and  framed  the  constitution  upon  which  Michigan 
was  admitted  into  the  Union.  He  took  an  important 
and  prominent  part  in  the  proceedings  of  that  body, 
and  showed  himself  to  be  a  man  of  far  more  than 
ordinary  ability. 

Upon  Michigan  being  admitted  into  the  Union, 
Mr.  Barry  was  chosen  State  Senator,  and  so  favorably 
were  his  associates  impressed  with  his  abilities  at  the 
first  session  of  the  Legislature  that  they  looked  to  him 
as  a  party  leader,  and  that  he  should  head  the  State 
ticket  at  the  following  election.  Accordingly  he  re- 
ceived the  nomination  for  Governor  at  the  hands 
of  his  party  assembled  in  convention.  He  was 
elected,  and  so  popular  was  his  administration  that,  in 
1842,  he  was  again  elected.  During  these  years 
Michigan  was  embarrassed  by  great  financial  diffi- 
culties, and  it  was  through  his  wisdom  and  sound  judg- 
ment that  the  State  was  finally  placed  upon  a  solid 
financial  basis. 

During  the  first  year  of  Gov.  Barry's  first  term,  the 
University  at  Ann  Arbor  was  opened  for  the  reception 
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of  students.  The  Michigan  Central  and  Michigan 
Southern  railroads  were  being  rapidly  constructed,  and 
general  progress  was  everywhere  noticeable.  In  1842, 
the  number  of  pupils  reported  as  attending  the  public 
schools  was  nearly  fifty-eight  thousand.  In  1843,  a 
State  land  office  was  established  at  Marshall,  which 
was  invested  with  the  charge  and  disposition  of  all 
the  lands  belonging  to  the  State  In  1844,  the  tax- 
able property  of  the  State  was  found  to  be  over 
twenty-eight  millions  of  dollars,  the  tax  being  at  the 
rate  of  two  mills  on  the  dollar.  The  expenses  of  the 
State  were  only  seventy  thousand  dollars,  while  the 
income  from  the  railroads  was  nearly  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  At  this  time  the  University  of 
Michigan  had  become  so  prosperous  that  its  income 
was  ample  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  University  debt; 
and  the  amount  of  money  which  the  State  was  able 
to  loan  the  several  progressing  railroads  was  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars.  Efforts  were 
made  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  common  schools 
with  good  results  In  1845,  when  Gov.  Barry's  sec- 
ond term  expired,  the  population  of  the  State  was 
more  than  three  hundred  thousand. 

The  constitution  of  the  State  forbade  more  than  two 
consecutive  terms,  but  he  was  called  upon  to  fill  the 
position  again  in  1850 — the  only  instance  of  the  kind 
in  the  history  of  the  State.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Territorial  Legislature,  of  the  Constitutional  Conven- 
tion, and  afterward  of  the  State  House  of  Represent- 
atives. 

During  Mr.  Barry  s  third  term  as  Governor  the  Nor- 
mal School  was  established  at  Ypsilanti,  which  was 
endowed  with  lands  and  placed  in  charge  of  a  board 
of  education  consisting  of  six  persons.  A  new  con- 
stitution for  the  government  of  the  State  was  also 
adopted  and  the  ''Great  Railway  Conspiracy  Case  " 
was  tried.  This  grew  out  of  a  series  of  lawless  acts 
which  had  been  committed  upon  the  property  of  the 
Michigan  Central  Railroad  Company,  along  the  line 
of  their  road,  and  finally  the  burning  of  the  depot 
at  Detroit,  in  1850. 

At  a  setting  of  the  grand  jury  of  Wayne  County, 
April  24,  1 85 1,  37  men  of  the  50  under  arrest  for  this 
crime  were  indicted.  May  20,  following,  the  accused 
parties  appeared  at  the  Circuit  Court  of  Wayne,  of 
which  Warner  Wing  was  resident  judge.  The  Rail- 
road Company  employed  ten  eminent  lawyers,  in- 
cluding David  Stuart,  John  Van  Arman,  James  A. 
Van  Dyke,  Jacob  M.  Howard,  Alex.  D.  Fraser,  Dan- 
iel Goodwin  and  William  Gray.  The  defendants  were 
represented  by  six  members  of  the  State  bar,  led  by 
William  H.  Seward,  of  New  York.  The  trial  occupied 
four  months,  during  which  time  the  plaintiffs  exam- 
ined 246  witnesses  in  27  days,  and  the  defendants 
249  in  40  days.  Mr.  Van  Dyke  addressed  the  jury 
for  the  prosecution ;  William  H.  Seward  for  the 
defense. 

The  great  lawyer  was  convinced  of  the  innocence 


of  his  clients,  nor  did  the  verdict  of  that  jury  and  the 
sentence  of  that  judge  remove  his  firm  belief  that  his 
clients  were  the  victims  of  purchased  treachery, 
rather  than  so  many  sacrifices  to  justice. 

The  verdict  of  "  guilty  "  was  rendered  at  9  o'clock 
p.  m.,  Sept.  25,  185  1.  On  the  26th  the  prisoners  were 
put  forward  to  receive  sentence,  when  many  of  them 
protested  their  entire  innocence,  after  which  the  pre- 
siding judge  condemned  12  of  the  number  to  the  fol- 
lowing terms  of  imprisonment,  with  hard  labor,  within 
the  State's  prison,  situate  in  their  county :  Ammi 
Filley,  ten  years ;  Orlando  L.  Williams,  ten  years; 
Aaron  Mount,  eight  years ;  Andrew  J.  Freeland,  eight 
years;  Eben  Farnham,  eight  years;  William  Corvin, 
eight  years ;  Richard  Price,  eight  years ;  Evan  Price, 
eight  years;  Lyman  Champlin,  five  years;  Willard 
W.  Champlin,  five  years;  Erastus  Champlin,  five 
years;  Erastus  Smith,  five  years. 

In  1840,  Gov.  Barry  became  deeply  interested  in 
the  cultivation  of  the  sugar  beet,  and  visited  Europe 
to  obtain  information  in  reference  to  its  culture. 

He  was  twice  Presidential  Elector,  and  his  last 
public  service  was  that  of  a  delegate  to  the  National 
Democratic  Convention  held  in  Chicago  in  1864. 

He  was  a  man  who,  throughout  life,  maintained  a 
high  character  for  integrity  and  fidelity  to  the  trusts 
bestowed  upon  him,  whether  of  a  public  or  a  private 
nature,  and  he  is  acknowledged  by  all  to  have  been 
one  of  the  most  efficient  and  popular  Governors  the 
State  has  ever  had. 

Gov.  Barry  was  a  man  cf  incorruptible  integrity. 
His  opinions,  which  he  reached  by  the  most  thorough 
investigation,  he  held  tenaciously.  His  strong  con- 
victions and  outspoken  honesty  made  it  impossible  for 
him  to  take  an  undefined  position  when  a  principle 
was  involved.  His  attachments  and  prejudices  were 
strong,  yet  he  was  never  accused  of  favoritism  in  his 
administration  of  public  affairs.  As  a  speaker  he  was 
not  remarkable.  Solidity,  rather  than  brilliancy,  char- 
acterized his  oratory,  which  is  described  as  argument- 
ative and  instructive,  but  cold,  hard,  and  entirely 
wanting  in  rhetorical  ornament.  He  was  never  elo- 
quent, seldom  humorous  or  sarcastic,  and  in  manner 
rather  awkward. 

Although  Mr.  Barry's  educational  advantages  were 
so  limitea,  he  was  a  life-long  student.  He  mastered 
both  ancient  and  modern  languages,  and  acquired  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  history.  No  man  owed  less 
to  political  intrigue  as  a  means  of  gaining  posi- 
tion. He  was  a  true  statesman,  and  gained  public  es- 
teem by  his  solid  worth.  His  political  connections 
were  always  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  his  opin- 
ions were  usually  extreme. 

Mr.  Barry  retired  to  private  life  after  the  beginning 
of  the  ascendency  of  the  Republican  party,  and  car- 
ried on  his  mercantile  business  at  Constantine.  He 
died  Jan.  14,  1870,  his  wife's  death  having  occurred  a 
year  previous,  March  30,  i860.  They  left  no  children. 
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LPHEUS  FELCH,  the  third 

Governor    of    Michigan,    was 
a         ...  . 

born  in  Limerick,  Maine,  Sep- 
tember 28,  1806.  His  grand- 
father, Abijah  Felch,  was  a  sol- 
dier in  the  Revolution ;  and 
when  a  young  man,  having  with 
others  obtained  a  grant  of  land  be- 
tween the  Great  and  Little  Ossipee 
Rivers,  in  Maine,  moved  to  that  re- 
gion when  it  was  yet  a  wilderness. 
The  father  of  Mr.  Felch  embarked  in 
mercantile  life  at  Limerick.  He  was 
the  first  to  engage  in  that  business  in 
that  section,  and  continued  it  until 
his  death.  The  death  of  the  father, 
followed  within  a  year  by  the  death  of 
the  mother,  left  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  then  three 
years  old,  to  the  care  of  relatives,  and  he  found  a 
home  with  his  paternal  grandfather,  where  he  re- 
mained until  his  death.  Mr  Felch  received  his  early 
education  in  the  district  school  and  a  neighboring 
academy.  In  1821  he  became  a  student  at  Phillips 
Exter  Academy,  and,  subsequently,  entered  Bowdoin 
College,  graduated  with  the  class  of  1827.  He  at 
once  began  the  study  of  law  and  was  admitted  to 
practice  at  Bangor,  Me.,  in  1830. 

He  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Houlton, 
Me.,  where  he  remained  until  1833.  The  severity 
of  the  climate  impaired  his  health,  never  very  good, 
and  he  found  it  necessary  to  seek  a  change  of  climate. 
He  disposed  of  his  library  and  started  to  seek 
a  new  home.     His  intention  was  to  join  his  friend, 


Sargent  S.  Prentiss,  at  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  but  on  his 
arrival  at  Cincinnati,  Mr.  Felch  was  attacked  by 
cholera,  and  when  he  had  recovered  sufficiently  to 
permit  of  his  traveling,  found  that  the  danger  of  the 
disease  was  too  great  to  permit  a  journey  down  the 
river.  He  therefore  determined  to  come  to  Michi- 
gan. He  first  began  to  practice  in  this  State  at  Mon- 
roe, where  he  continued  until  1843,  when  he  removed 
to  Ann  Arbor.  He  was  elected  to  the  State  Legisla^ 
ture  in  1835,  and  continued  a  member  of  that  body 
during  the  years  1836  and  1837.  While  he  held  this 
office,  the  general  banking  law  of  the  State  was  enact, 
ed,  and  went  into  operation.  After  mature  delibera- 
tion, he  became  convinced  that  the  proposed  system 
of  banking  could  not  prove  beneficial  to  the  public 
interests ;  and  that,  instead  of  relieving  the  people 
from  the  pecuniary  difficulties  under  which  they  were 
laboring,  it  would  result  in  still  further  embarrass- 
ment. He,  therefore,  opposed  the  bill,  and  pointed 
out  to  the  House  the  disasters  which,  in  his  opinion, 
were  sure  to  follow  its  passage.  The  public  mind, 
however,  was  so  favorably  impressed  by  the  measure 
that  no  other  member,  in  either  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, raised  a  dissenting  voice,  and  but  two  voted  with 
him  in  opposition  to  the  bill.  Early  in  1838,  he  was 
appointed  one  of  the  Bank  Commissioners  of  the 
State,  and  held  that  office  for  more  than  a  year.  Dur- 
ing this  time,  the  new  banking  law  had  given  birth  to 
that  numerous  progeny  known  as  "wild-cat"  banks. 
Almost  every  village  had  its  bank.  The  country  was 
flooded  with  depressed  "wild-cat"  money.  The  ex- 
aminations of  the  Bank  Commissioners  brought  to 
light  frauds  at  every  point,  which  were  fearlessly  re- 
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ported  to  the  Legislature,  and  were  followed  by  crim- 
inal prosecutions  of  the  guilty  parties,  and  the  closing 
of  many  of  their  institutions.  The  duties  of  the  of- 
fice were  most  laborious,  and  in  1839  Mr.  Felch  re- 
signed. The  chartered  right  of  almost  every  bank 
had,  in  the  meantime,  been  declared  forfeited  and 
the  law  repealed.  It  was  subsequently  decided  to 
be  constitutional  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State. 
In  the  year  1842  Governor  Felch  was  appointed 
to  the  office  of  Auditor  General  of  the  State;  but 
after  holding  tlie  office  only  a  few  weeks,  was  com- 
missioned by  the  Governor  as  one  of  the  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  to  fill  a  vacancy  caused  by  the  resig- 
nation of  Judge  Fletcher.  In  January,  1843,  ne  was 
elected  to  the  United  States  Senate  for  an  unexpired 
term.  In  1845  he  was  elected  Governor  of  Michigan, 
and  entered  upon  his  duties  at  the  commencement  of 
ihe  next  year.  In  1847  he  was  elected  a  Senator 
in  Congress  for  six  years;  and  at  once  retired  from 
the  office  of  Governor,  by  resignation,  which  took 
effect  March  4,  1847,  when  his  Senatorial  term  com- 
menced. While  a  member  of  the  Senate  he  acted  on 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and  for  four  years 
was  its  Chairman.  He  filled  the  honorable  position 
of  Senator  with  becoming  dignity,  and  with  great 
credit  to  the  State  of  Michigan. 

During  Governor  Felch  s  administration  the  two 
railroads  belonging  to  the  State  were  sold  to  private 
corporations, — the  Central  for  $2,000,000,  and  the 
Southern  for  $500,000.  The  exports  of  the  State 
amounted  in  1846  to  $4,647,608.  The  total  capacity 
of  vessels  enrolled  in  the  collection  district  at  Detroit 
was  26,928  tons,  the  steam  vessels  having  8,400  and 
the  sailing  vessels  18,528  tons,  the  whole  giving  em- 
ployment to  18,000  seamen.  In  1847,  there  were  39 
counties  in  the  State,  containing  435  townships  ;  and 
275  of  these  townships  were  supplied  with  good  libra- 
ries, containing  an  aggregate  of  37,000  volumes. 

At  the  close  of  his  Senatorial  term,  in  March,  1853, 
Mr.  Felch  was  appointed,  by  President  Pierce,  one  of 
the  Commissioners  to  adjust  and  settle  the  Spanish 


and  Mexican  land  claims  in  California,  under  the 
treaty  of  Gaudalupe  Hidalgo,  and  an  act  of  Congress 
passed  for  that  purpose.  He  went  to  California  in 
Mav>  l853>  and  was  made  President  of  the  Commis- 
sion. The  duties  of  this  office  were  of  the  most  im- 
portant and  delicate  character.  The  interest  of  the 
new  State,  and  the  fortunes  of  many  of  its  citizens, 
both  the  native  Mexican  population  and  the  recent 
American  immigration ;  the  right  of  the  Pueblos  to 
their  common  lands,  and  of  the  Catholic  Church  to 
the  lands  of  the  Missions, — the  most  valuable  of  the 
State, — wereinvolved  in  the  adjudications  of  this  Com- 
mission. In  March,  1856,  their  labors  were  brought 
to  a  close  by  the  final  disposition  of  all  the  claims 
which  were  presented,  the  record  of  their  proceed- 
ings,— the  testimony  which  was  given  in  each  case, 
and  the  decision  of  the  Commissioners  thereon, — 
consisting  of  some  forty  large  volumes,  was  deposited 
in  the  Department  of  the  Interior  at  Washington. 

In  June  of  that  year,  Governor  Felch  returned  to 
Ann  Arbor,  where  he  has  since  been  engaged  princi- 
pally in  legal  business.  Since  his  return  he  has 
been  nominated  for  Governor  and  also  for  U.  S.  Sen- 
ator, and  twice  for  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court.  But 
the  Democratic  party,  to  which  he  has  always  been 
attached,  being  in  the  minority,  he  failed  of  an  elec- 
tion. In  1873  he  withdrew  from  the  active  practice 
of  law,  and,  with  the  exception  of  a  tour  in  Europe, 
in  1875  nas  smce  led  a  life  of  retirement  at  his  home 
in  Ann  Arbor.  In  1877  the  University  of  Michigan 
conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of  LL.  D.  For 
many  years  he  was  one  of  the  Regents  of  Michigan 
University,  and  in  the  spring  of  1879  was  appointed 
Tappan  Professor  of  Law  in  the  same.  Mr.  Felch  is 
the  oldest  surviving  member  of  the  Legislature  from 
Monroe  Co.,  the  oldest  and  only  surviving  Bank  Com- 
missioner of  the  State,  the  oldest  surviving  Auditor 
General  of  the  State,  the  oldest  surviving  Governor  of 
the  State,  the  oldest  surviving  Judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Michigan,  and  the  oldest  surviving  United 
States  Senator  from   the   State  of  Michigan. 
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ILLIAM      L.      GREENLY 

^Governor  of  Michigan  for  the 
year  1847,  was  born  at  Hamil- 
ton, Madison  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Sept. 
1 8, 1 8 1 3.   He  graduated  at  Un- 
ion    College,     Schenectady,    in 
1831,  studied  law  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in   1834.     In 
1836,  having  removed  to  Michi- 
gan, he  settled  in  Adrian,  where 
he  has    since   resided.     The   year 
following   his  arrival  in    Michigan 
he  was  elected  State  Senator  and 
served  in  that  capacity  until   1839. 
In  1845  he  was  elected  Lieut.  Gov- 
ernor and  became  acting  Governor 
by  the  resignation  of  Gov*  Felch, 
who   was   elected    to   the   United 
States  Senate. 

The  war  with  Mexico  was  brought 
to  a  successful  termination  during  Gov.  Greenly  s 
administration.  We  regret  to  say  that  there  are  only 
few  records  extant  of  the  action  of  Michigan  troops 
in  the  Mexican  war.  That  many  went  there  and 
fought  weli  are  points  conceded ;  but  their  names  and 
nativity   are   hidden  away  in  United  States  archives 


and  where  it  is  almost   impossible  to  find  them. 

The  soldiers  of  this  State  deserve  much  of  the 
credit  of  the  memorable  achievements  of  Co.  K;  3d 
Dragoons,  and  Cos.  A,  E,  and  G  of  the  U.  S.  Inf. 
The  two  former  of  these  companies,  recruited  in  this 
State,  were  reduced  to  one-third  their  original  num- 
ber. 

In  May,  1846, the  Governor  of  Michigan  was  noti- 
fied by  the  War  Department  of  the  United  States  to 
enroll  a  regiment  of  volunteers,  to  be  held  in  readi- 
ness for  service  whenever  demanded.  At  his  sum- 
mons 13  independent  volunteer  companies,  1 1  of 
infantry  and  two  of  cavalry,  at  once  fell  into  line.  Of 
the  infantry  four  companies  were  from  Detroit,  bear- 
ing the  honored  names  of  Montgomery,  Lafayette, 
Scott  and  Brady  upon  their  banners.  Of  the  re- 
mainder Monroe  tendered  two,  Lenawee  County  three, 
St.  Clair,  Berrien  and  Hillsdale  each  one,  and  Wayne 
County  an  additional  company.  Of  these  alone  the 
veteran  Bradys  were  accepted  and  ordered  into  ser- 
vice. In  addition  to  them  ten  companies,  making  the 
First  Regiment  of  Michigan  Volunteers,  springing 
from  various  parts  of  the  State,  but  embodying  to  a 
great  degree  the  material  of  which  the  first  volunteers 
was  formed,  were  not  called  for  until  October  follow- 
ing. This  regiment  was  soon  in  readiness  and  pro- 
ceeded by  orders  from  Government  to  the  seat  of  w&r, 
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EP^PI^ODITUg  PPOEQ. 


HE    HON.     EPAPHRODI- 
TUS  RANSOM,  the  Seventh 
Governor  of  Michigan,  was  a 
native  of  Massachusetts.     In 
that  State  he  received  a  col- 
legiate education,  studied   law, 
and  was  admitted    to   the    bar. 
Removing    to    Michigan    about 
the  time  of  its  admission  to  the 
Union,  he  took  up  his  residence 
at  Kalamazoo. 

Mr.  Ransom  served  with  marked 
ability  for  a  number  of  years  in  the 
State  Legislature,  and  in  1837  he  was  appointed  As- 
sociate Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court.  In  1843  ne 
was  promoted  to  Chief  Justice,  which  office  he  re- 
tained until  1845,  when  he  resigned. 

Shortly  afterwards  he  became  deeply  interested  in 
the  building  of  plank  roads  in  the  western  portion  of 
the  State,  and  in  this  business  lost  the  greater  portion 
of  the  property  which  he  had  accumulated  by  years 
of  toil  and  industry. 

Mr.  Ransom  became  Governor  of  the  State  of 
Michigan  in  the  fall  of  1847,  and  served  during  one 
term,  performing  the  duties  of  the  office  in  a  truly 
statesmanlike  manner.  He  subsequently  became 
President  of  the  Michigan  Agricultural  Society,  in 
which  position  he  displayed  the   same   ability   that 


shone  forth  so  prominently  in  his  acts  as  Governor 
He  held  the  office  of  Regent  of  the  Michigan  Univer- 
sity several  times,  and  ever  advocated  a  liberal  policy 
in  its  management. 

Subsequently  he  was  appointed  receiver  of  the 
land  office  in  one  of  the  districts  in  Kansas,  by  Pres- 
ident Buchanan,  to  which  State  he  had  removed,  and 
where  he  died  before  the  expiration  of  his  term  of 
office. 

We  sum  up  the  events  and  affairs  of  the  State  un- 
der Gov.  Ransoms  administration  as  follows:  The 
Asylum  for  the  Insane  was  establised,  as  also  the 
Asylum  for  the  Deaf,  Dumb  and  Blind.  Both  of 
these  institutes  were  liberally  endowed  with  lands, 
and  each  of  them  placed  in  charge  of  a  board  of  five 
trustees.  The  appropriation  in  1849  for  the  deaf  and 
dumb  and  blind  amounted  to  $81,500.  On  the  first 
of  March,  1848,  the  first  telegraph  line  was  com- 
pleted from  New  York  to  Detroit,  and  the  first  dis- 
patch transmitted  on  that  day.  The  following  figures 
show  the  progress  in  agriculture  :  The  land  reported 
as  under  cultivation  in  1848  was  1,437,460  acres;  of 
wheat  there  were  produced  4,749,300  bushels;  other 
grains,  8,197,767  bushels;  wool,  1,645,756  pounds; 
maple  sugar,  1,774,369  pounds;  horses,  52,305;  cat- 
tle, 210,268;  swine,  152,541;  sheep,  610,534;  while 
the  flour  mills  numbered  228,  and  the  lumber  mills 
amounted  to  730.  1847,  an  act  was  passed  removing 
the  Legislature  from  Detroit  to  Lansing,  and  tempo- 
rary buildings  for  the  use  of  the  Legislature  were  im- 
mediately erected,  at  a  cost  of  $12,450, 
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obert     McClelland, 

Governor    of  Michigan    from 
Jan.  1, 185  2,  to  March  8, 1853, 
was  born  at  Greencastle,  Frank- 
lin Co.,  Penn.,  Aug.  1,    1807. 
Among  his  ancestors  were  several 
officers  of  rank  in  the  Revolution- 
ary war,  and  some  of  his  family  con- 
nections were  distinguished  in  the 
war  of  1812,  and  that  with  Mexico. 
His  father  was  an  eminent  physician 
and  surgeon  who  studied  under  Dr. 
Benj.    Rush,     of    Philadelphia,   and 
practiced  his  profession  successfully 
^!ir    until  six  months  before   his  death,  at 
!      the  age  of    84  years.     Although  Mr. 
McClelland 's    family   had     been   in    good    circum- 
stances, when  he  was   17  years  old  he  was  thrown 
upon  his  own  resources.     After  taking  the  usual  pre- 
liminary studies,  and  teaching  school  to  obtain  the 
means,  he   entered   Dickinson   College,   at  Carlisle, 
Penn.,  from  which  he  graduated  among  the  first  in 
his  class,  in  1829.     He   then  resumed  teaching,  and 
having  completed  the  course  of  study  for  the  legal 
profession,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Chambersburg, 
Penn.,  in  1831.     Soon  afterward  he  removed  to  the 
city  of  Pittsburgh,  where  he  practiced  for  almost  a 
year. 

In  1833,  Mr.  McClelland  removed  to  Monroe,    in 


the  Territory  of  Michigan,  where,  after  a  severe  ex- 
amination, he  became  a  member  of  the  bar  of  Michi- 
gan, and  engaged  in  practice  with  bright  prospect  of 
success.  In  1835,  a  convention  was  called  to  frame 
a  constitution  for  the  proposed  State  of  Michigan,  of 
which  Mr.  McClelland  was  elected  a  member.  He 
took  a  prominent  part  in  its  deliberations  and  ranked 
among  its  ablest  debaters.  He  was  appointed  the 
first  Bank  Commissioner  of  the  State,  by  Gov.  Mason, 
and  received  an  offer  of  the  Attorney  Generalship,  but 
declined  both  of  these  offices  in  order  to  attend  to  his 
professional  duties. 

In  1838,  Mr.  McClelland  was  elected  to  the  State 
Legislature,  in  which  he  soon  became  distinguished 
as  the  head  of  several  important  committees,  Speaker 
pro  tempore,  and  as  an  active,  zealous  and  efficient 
member.  In  1840,  Gen.  Harrison,  as  a  candidate  for 
the  Presidency,  swept  the  country  with  an  overwhelm- 
ing majority,  and  at  the  same  time  the  State  of  Michi- 
gan was  carried  by  the  Whigs  under  the  popular  cry 
of  "  Woodbridge  and  reform  "  against  the  Democratic 
party.  At  this  time  Mr.  McClelland  stood  among  the 
acknowledged  leaders  of  the  latter  organization ;  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  State  House  of  Representa- 
tives, and  with  others  adopted  a  plan  to  regain  a  lost 
authority  and  prestige. 

This  party  soon  came  again  into  power  in  the  State, 
and  having  been  returned  to  the  State  Legislature  Mr. 
McClelland's  leadership  was  acknowledged  by  his 
election  as  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
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in  1843.  Down  to  this  time  Michigan  had  consti- 
tuted one  congressional  district  The  late  Hon.  Jacob 
M.  Howard  had  been  elected  against  Hon,  Alpheus 
Felch  by  a  strong  majority ;  but,  in  1843,  so  thoroughly 
had  the  Democratic  party  recovered  from  its  defeat 
of  1840  that  Mr,  McClelland,  as  a  candidate  for  Con- 
gress, carried  Detroit  district  by  a  majority  of  about 
2,500.  Mr.  McClelland  soon  took  a  prominent  posi- 
tion in  Congress  among  the  veteians  of  that  body, 
During  his  first  term  he  was  placed  on  Committee  on 
Commerce,  and  organized  and  carried  through  what 
were  known  as  the  "  Harbor  bills.55  The  continued 
confidence  of  his  constituency  was  manifested  in  his 
election  to  the  29th  Congress.  At  the  opening  of  this 
session  he  had  acquired  a  National  reputation,  and  so 
■ayorably  was  he  known  as  a  parlimentarian  that  his 
oame  was  mentioned  for  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
iesentativeSo  He  declined  the  offer  in  favor  of  J.  W. 
Davis,  of  Indiana,  who  was  elected.  During  this  term 
he  became  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Commerce,  in 
which  position  his  reports  and  advocacy  of  important 
measures  at  once  attracted  public  attention.  The 
members  of  this  committee,  as  an  evidence  of  the  es- 
teem in  which  they  held  his  services  and  of  their 
personal  regard  for  him,  presented  him  with  a  cane 
;vhich  he  retains  as  a  souvenir  of  the  donors,  and  of 
his  labors  in  Congress,, 

In  1847,  Ml  McClelland  was  re-elected  to  Con- 
gress,  and  at  the  opening  of  the  30th  Congress  be- 
came a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions. While  acting  in  this  capacity,  what  was  known 
as  the  "  French  Spoliation  Bill"  came  under  his  spe- 
cial charge,  and  his  management  of  the  same  was  such 
as  to  command  universal  approbation.  While  in 
Congress,  Mr,  McClelland  was  an  advocate  of  the 
right  of  petition  as  maintained  by  John  Q.  Adams, 
when  the  petition,  was  clothed  in  decorous  language 
and  presented  in  the  proper  manner.  This  he  re- 
garded as  the  citizens'constitutional  right  which  should 
not  be  impaired  by  any  doctrines  of  temporary  expe- 
diency. He  also  voted  for  the  adoption  of  Mr.  Gid- 
dings's  bill  for  the  abolishing  of  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  Mr,  McClelland  was  one  of  the  few 
Democrats  associated  with  David  Wilmot,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, in  bringing  forward  the  celebrated  ^VVilmot 
Proviso,'15  with  a  view  to  prevent  further  extension  of 
slavery  in  new  territory  which  might  be  acquired  by 
me  United  States.  He  and  Mr.  Wilmot  were  to- 
gether at  the  time  in  Washington,  and  on  intimate 
and  confidential  terms.  Mr,  McClelland  was  in  sev~ 
eral  National  conventions  and  in  the  Baltimore  con- 
vention, which  nominated  Gen.  Cass  for  President, 
in  1848,  doing  valiant  service  that  year  for  the  elec- 
tion of  that  distinguished  statesman.  On  leaving 
Congress,  in  1848,  Mr.  McClelland  returned  to  the 
practice  of  his  profession  at  Monroe.  In  1850  a 
convention  of  the  State  of  Michigan  was  called  to 
revise   the   State   constitution     He   was   elected    a 


member  and  was  regarded  therein  as  among  the  ablest 
and  most  experienced  leaders.  His  clear  judgment 
and  wise  moderation  were  conspicuous,  both  in  the 
committee  room  and  on  the  floor,  in  debate.  In  1850, 
he  was  President  of  the  Democratic  State  convention 
which  adopted  resolutions  in  support  of  Henry  Clay's 
famous  compromise  measures,  of  which  MrD  McClel- 
land was  a  strong  advocate*.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Democratic  National  convention  in  1852,  and  in 
that  year9  in  company  with  Gen„  Cass  and  Governor 
Felchj  he  made  a  thorough  canvass  of  the  State, 
He  continued  earnestly  to  advocate  the  Clay  com- 
promise measures,  and  took  an  active  part  in  the 
canvass  which  resulted  in  the  election  of  GenD  Pierce 
to  the  Presidency  0 

In  185  1,  the  new  Stats  constitution  took  effect  and 
it  was  necessary  that  a  Governor  should  be  elected 
for  one  year  in  order  to  prevent  an  interregnum,,  and 
to  bring  the  State  Government  into  opera tia:  under 
the  new  constitution,  Mr.  McClelland  was  elected 
Governor,  and  in  the  fall  of  1852  was  re-elected  for 
a  term  of  two  years^  from  Jan0  1,  1853.  His  admin- 
istration was  regarded  as  wise,  prudent  and  concilia- 
tory, and  was  as  popular  as  could  be  expected  at  a 
time  when  party  spirit  ran  high.  There  was  really 
no  opposition,  and  when  he  resigned,  in  March,  1853, 
the  State  Treasury  was  well  filled,  and  the  State 
otherwise  prosperous.  So  widely  and  favorably  had 
Mr.  McClelland  become  known  as  a  statesman  that  on 
the  organization  of  the  cabinet  by  President  Pierce,  in 
March^  1853,  he  was  made  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  in 
which  capacity  he  served  most  creditably  during  four 
years  of  the  Pierce  administration.  He  thoroughly 
re-organized  his  department  and  reduced  the  expend- 
itures He  adopted  a  course  with  the  Indians  which 
relieved  them  from  the  impositions  and  annoyances 
of  the  traders,  and  produced  harmony  and  civilization 
among  them.  During  his  administration  there  was 
neither  complaint  from  the  tribes  nor  corruption  among 
agents,  and  he  left  the  department  in  perfect  order 
and  system^  In  1867,  Michigan  again  called  a  con- 
vention to  revise  the  State  constitution.  Mr.  McClel- 
land was  a  member  and  here  again  his  long  experi- 
ence made  him  conspicuous  as  a  prudent  adviser,  a 
sagacious  parliamentary  leader.  As  a  lawyer  he  was 
terse  and  pointed  in  argument,  clear,  candid  and  im- 
pressive in  his  addresses  to  the  jury.  His  sincerity 
and  earnestness,  with  which  was  occasionally  mingled 
a  pleasant  humor,  made  him  an  able  and  effective 
advocate.  In  speaking  before  the  people  on  political 
subjects  he  was  especially  forcible  and  happy.  In 
1870  he  made  the  tour  of  Europe,  which,  through  his 
extensive  personal  acquaintance  with  European  dip- 
lomates,  he  was  enabled  to  enjoy  much  more  than 
most  travelers, 

Mr.  McClelland  married,  in  1837,  Miss  Sarah 
E0  Sabin,  of  Williamstown,  Mass.  They  have  had 
six  children,  two  of  whom  now  survive. 
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NDREW  PARSONS,  Gover- 
nor of  Michigan  from  March 
8>  1853  to  Jan.  3,  [855,  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Hoosick, 
County  of  Rensselaer,  and 
State  of  New  York,  on  the  2  2d 
day  of  July,  1817,  and  died  June 
6,  1855,  at  the  early  age  of  ^8 
years.  He  was  the  son  of  John 
Parsons,  born  at  Newburyport, 
(Mass.,  Oct.  2,  1782,  and  who  was  the 
son  of  Andrew  Parsons,  a  Revolutionary 
soldier,  who  was  the  son  of  Phineas 
Parsons,  the  son  of  Samuel  Parsons, 
a  descendant  of  Walter  Parsons,  born 
in  Ireland  in  1290. 
Of  this  name  and  family,  some  one  hundred  and 
thirty  years  ago,  Bishop  Gilson  remarked  in  his  edi- 
tion of  Camden's  Britannia:  "The  honorable  family 
of  Parsons  have  been  advanced  to  the  dignity  of 
Viscounts  and  more  lately  Earls  of  Ross." 

The  following  are  descendants  of  these  families  : 
Sir  John  Parsons,  born  1481,  was  Mayor  of  Hereford; 
Robert  Parsons,  born  in  1546,  lived  near  Bridge  water, 
England.  He  was  educated  at  Ballial  College,  Ox- 
ford, and  was  a  noted  writer  and  defender  of  the 
Romish  faith.  He  established  an  English  College  at 
Rome  and  another  at  Valladolia.  Frances  Parsons, 
born  in  1556,  was  Vicar  of  Rothwell,  in  Notingham; 
Bartholomew  Parsons,  born  in  1618,  was  another 
noted  member  of  the  family.  In  1 634,  Thomas  Parsons 
was  knighted  by  Charles  1.  Joseph  and  Benjamin, 
brothers,  were  born  in   Great  Torrington,  England, 


and  accompanied  their  father  and  others  to  New 
England  about  1630.  Samuel  Parsons,  born  at  Salis- 
bury, Mass.,  in  1707,  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in 
1730,  ordained  at  Rye,  N.  H.,Nov,  3,  1736,  married 
Mary  Jones,  daughter  of  Samuel  Jones,  of  Bostor, 
Oct.  9,  1739,  died  Jan.  4,  1789,  at  the  age  of  82,  in 
the  53rd  year  of  his  ministry.  The  grandfather  of  Mary 
Jones  was  Capt.  John  Adams,  of  Boston,  grandson 
of  Henry,  of  Braintree,  who  was  among  the  first  set- 
tlers of  Massachusetts,  and  from  whom  a  numerous 
race  of  the  name  are  descended,  including  two  Presi- 
dents of  the  United  States.  The  Parsons  have  be- 
come very  numerous  and  are  found,  throughout  New 
England,  and  many  of  the  descedants  are  scattered 
in  all  parts  of  the  United  States,  and  especially  in 
the  Middle  and  Western  States.  Governor  Andrew 
Parsons  came  to  Michigan  in  1835,  at  the  age  of  17 
years,  and  spent  the  first  summer  at  Lower  Ann 
Arbor,  where  for  a  few  months  he  taught  school  which 
he  was  compelled  to  abandon  from  ill  health 

He  was  one  of  the  large  number  ofmen  of  sterling 
worth,  who  came  from  the  East  to  Michigan  when  it 
was  an  infant  State,  or,  even  prior  to  its  assuming 
the  dignity  of  a  State,  and  who,  by  their  wisdom, 
enterprise  and  energy,  hfive  developed  its  wonderful 
natural  resources,  until  to-day  it  ranks  with  the  proud- 
est States  of  the  Union.  These  brave  men  came  to 
Michigan  with  nothing  to  aid  them  in  the  conquest 
of  the  wilderness  save  courageous  hearts  and  strong 
and  willing  hands.  They  gloriously  conquered,  how- 
ever, and  to  them  is  due  all  honor  for  the  labors 
so  nobly  performed,  for  the  solid  and  sure  foundation 
which   they  laid   of  a    great   Commonwealth. 
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In  the  fall  of  1835,  ne  explored  the  Grand  River 
Valley  in  a  frail  canoe,  the  whole  length  of  the  river, 
from  Jackson  to  Lake  Michigan,  and  spent  the  following 
winter  as  clerk  in  a  store  at  Prairie  Creek,  in  Ionia, 
County,  and  in  the  spring  went  to  Marshall,  where  he 
resided  with  his  brother,  the  Hon.  Luke  H.  Parsons, 
also  now  deceased,  until  fall,  when  he  went  to  Shia- 
wasse County,  then  with  Clinton  County,  and  an  almost 
unbroken  wilderness  and  constituting  one  organized 
township.  In  1837  this  territory  was  organized  into 
a  county  and,  at  the  age  of  only  19  years,  he  (An- 
drew) was  elected  County  Clerk.  In  1840,  he  was 
elected  Register  of  Deeds,  re-elected  in  1842,  and 
also  in  1844.  In  1846,  he  was  elected  to  the  State 
Senate,  was  appointed  Prosecuting  Attorney  in  1848, 
and  elected  Regent  of  the  University  in  1851,  and 
Lieutenant  Governor,  and  became  acting  Governor, 
in  1853,  elected  again  to  the  Legislature  in  1854,  and, 
overcome  by  debilitated  health,  hard  labor  and  the 
responsibilities  of  his  office  and  cares  of  his  business,4 
retired  to  his  farm,  where  he  died  soon  after. 

He  was  a  fluent  and  persuasive  speaker  and  well 
calculated  to  make  friends  of  his  acquantances.  He 
was  always  true  to  his  trust,  and  the  whole  world 
could  not  persuade  nor  drive  him  to  do  what  he  con- 
ceived to  be  wrong.  When  Governor,  a  most  power- 
ful railroad  influence  was  brought  to  bear  upon  him, 
to  induce  him  to  call  an  extra  session  of  the  Legisla- 
ture. Meetings  were  held  in  all  parts  of  the  State 
for  that  purpose.  In  some  sections  the  resolutions 
were  of  a  laudatory  nature,  intending  to  make  him  do 
their  bidding  by  resort  to  friendly  and  flattering  words. 
In  other  places  the  resolutions  were  of  a  demanding 
nature,  while  in  others  they^ere  threatening  beyond 
measure.  Fearing  that  all  these  influences  might 
/ail  to  induce  him  to  call  the  extra  session,  a  large 
sum  of  money  was  sent  him,  and  liberal  offers  ten- 
dered him  if  he  would  gratify  the  railroad  interest  of 
the  State  and  call  the  extra  session,  but,  immovable, 
he  returned  the  money  and  refused  to  receive 
any  favois,  whether  from  any  party  who  would  at- 
tempt to  corrupt  ^ni  by  laudations,  liberal  offers,  or 


by  threats,  and  in  a  short  letter  to  the  people,  after 
giving  overwhelming  reasons  that  no  sensible  man 
could  dispute,  showing  the  circumstances  were  not 
"extraordinary,"  he  refused  to  call  the  extra  session. 
This  brought  down  the  wrath  of  various  parties  upon 
his  head,  but  they  were  soon  forced  to  acknowledge 
the  wisdom  and  the  justice  of  his  course.  One  of 
his  greatest  enemies  said,  after  a  long  acquaintance : 
"though  not  always  coinciding  with  his  views  I  never 
doubted  his  honesty  of  purpose.  He  at  all  times 
sought  to  perform  his  duties  in  strict  accordance, 
with  the  dictates  of  his  conscience,  and  the  behests 
of  his  oath. "  The  following  eulogium  from  a  politcal  op- 
ponent is  just  in  its  conception  and  creditable  to  its 
author:  "  Gov.  Parsons  was  a  politician  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic school,  a  man  of  pure  moral  character,  fixed 
and  exemplary  habits,  and  entirely  blameless  in  every 
public  and  private  relation  of  life.  As  a  politician  he 
was  candid,  frank  and  free  from  bitterness,  as  an  ex- 
ecutive officer  firm,  constant  and  reliable."  The 
highest,  commendations  we  can  pay  the  deceased  is 
to  give  his  just  record, — that  of  being  an  honest  man. 
In  the  spring  of  1854,  during  the  administration  of 
Governor  Parsons,  the  Republican  party,  at  least 
as  a  State  organization,  was  first  formed  in  the  United 
States  "  under  the  oaks  "  at  Jackson,  by  anti-slavery 
men  of  both  the  old  parties.  Great  excitement  pre- 
vailed at  this  time,  occasioned  by  the  settling  of 
Kansas,  and  the  issue  thereby  brought  up,  whether 
slavery  should  exist  there.  For  the  purpose  of  permit- 
ting slavery  there,  the  "  Missouri  compromise  "  (which 
limited  slavery  to  the  south  of  360  30^  was  re- 
repealed,  under  the  leadership  of  Stephen  A,  Douglas. 
This  was  repealed  by  a  bill  admitting  Kansas  and 
Nebraska  into  the  Union,  as  Territories,  and  those  who 
were  opposed  to  this  repeal  measure  were  in  short 
called  "  anti-Nebraska "  men.  The  epithets,  "Ne- 
braska" and  "anti-Nebraska,"  were  temporally  em- 
ployed to  designate  the  slavery  and  anti-slavery 
parties,  pending  the  desolution  of  the  old  Democratic 
and  Whig  parties  and  the  organization  of  the  new 
Democratic  and   Republican  parties  of  the  present. 
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INSLEY       S.      BINGHAM, 
Governor    of    Michigan    from 
1855    to    1859,    and    United 
States    Senator,   was    born   in 
Camillus,  Onondaga    County, 
N.  Y.,    Dec.    16,    1808.     His 
father  was  a  farmer,  and  his  own 
early  life  was  consequently   de- 
voted to  agricultural  pursuits,  but 
notwithstanding    the    disadvan- 
tages  related  to  the   acquisition 
\  jM     of  knowledge  in  the  life  of  a  farmer 
'  "     lie  managed  to  secure  a  good  aca- 
demic education  in  his  native  State 
and    studied   law   in    the   office    of 
Gen.  James  R.  Lawrence,    now   of 
Syracuse,  N.  Y.      In  the  spring  of 
1833,  he  married  an  estimable  lady 
who  had  recently  arrived  from  Scot- 
land, and  obeying  the  impulse  of  a 
naturally    enterprising    disposition, 
he    emigrated    to     Michigan     and 
purchased  a  new  farm  in  company 
1        with  his  brother-in-law,  Mr.  Robert 
Worden,  in  Green  Oak,  Livingston  County.     Here,  on 
the  border  of  civilization,  buried  in  the  primeval  for- 
est, our  late  student  commenced  the  arduous  task  of 
preparing  a  future  home,  clearing  and  fencing,  put- 
ting up  buildings,  etc.,  at  such  a  rate  that  the  land 


chosen  was  soon  reduced  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 
Becoming  deservedly  prominent,  Mr.  Bingham  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  Post- 
master under  the  .Territorial  government,  and  was  the 
first  Probate  Judge  in  the  county.  In  the  year  1836, 
when  Michigan  became  a  State,  he  was  elected  to  the 
first  Legislature.  He  was  four  times  re-elected,  and 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  three  years. 
In  1846  he  was  elected  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  Rep- 
resentative to  Congress,  and  was  the  only  practical 
farmer  in  that  body.  He  was  never  forgetful  of  the 
interest  of  agriculture,  and  was  in  particular  opposed 
to  the  introduction  of  "  Wood's  Patent  Cast  Iron 
Plow  "  which  he  completely  prevented.  He  was  re- 
elected to  Congress  in  1848,  during  which  time  he 
strongly  opposed  the  extension  of  slavery  in  the 
territory  of  the  United  States  and  was  committed  to 
and  voted  for  the  Wilmot  Proviso. 

In  1854,  at  the  first  organization  of  the  Republican 
party,  in  consequence  of  his  record  in  Congress  as  a 
Free  Soil  Democrat,  Mr.  Bingham  was  nominated 
and  elected  Governor  of  the  State,  and  re-elected  in 
1856.  Still  faithful  to  the  memory  of  his  own  former 
occupation,  he  did  not  forget  the  farmers  during  his 
administration,  and  among  other  profits  of  his  zeal  in 
their  behalf,  he  became  mainly  instrumental  in  the 
establishment  of  the  Agricultural  College  at  Lansing. 
In  1859,  Governor  Bingham  was  elected  Senator  in 
Congress  and  took  an  active  part  in  the  stormy  cam- 
paign in  the  election  of  Abraham  Lincoln.     He  wit- 
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nessed  the  commencement  of  the  civil  war  while  a 
member  of  the  United  States  Senate.  After  a  com- 
paratively short  life  of  remarkable  promise  and  pub- 
lic activity  he  was  attacked  with  appoplexy  and  died 
suddenly  at  his  residence,  in  Green  Oak,  Oct.  $y  1861. 

The  most  noticable  event  in  Governor  Bingham's 
first  term  was  the  completion  of  the  ship  canal,  at  the 
Falls  of  St.  Mary.  In  1852,  Angust  26,  an  act  of 
Congress  was  approved,  granting  to  the  State  of  Mich- 
igan seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  acres  of  land 
for  the  purpose  of  constructing  a  ship  canal  between 
Lakes  Huron  and  Superior.  In  1853,  the  Legislature 
accepted  the  grant,  and  provided  for  the  appointment 
of  commissioners  to  select  the  donated  lands,  and  to 
arrange  for  building  the  canal.  A  company  of  enter- 
prising men  was  formed,  and  a  contract  was  entered 
into  by  which  it  was  arranged  that  the  canal  should 
be  finished  in  two  years,  and  the  work  was  pushed 
rapidly  forward.  Every  article  of  consumption,  ma- 
chinery, working  implements  and  materials,  timber 
for  the  gates,  stones  for  the  locks,  as  well  as  men  and 
supplies,  had  to  be  transported  to  the  site  of  the  canal 
from  Detroit,  Cleveland,  and  other  lake  ports.  The 
rapids  which  had  to  be  surmounted  have  a  fall  of 
seventeen  feet  and  are  about  one  mile  long.  The 
length  of  the  canal  is  less  than  one  mile,  its  width  one 
hundred  feet,  depth  twelve  feet  and  it  has  two  locks 
of  solid  masonary.  In  May,  1855,  the  work  was  com- 
pleted, accepted  by  the  commissioners,  and  formally 
delivered  to  the  State  authorities. 

The  disbursements  on  account  of  the  construction 
of  the  canal  and  selecting  the  lands  amounted  to  one 
million  of  dollars ;  while  the  lands  which  were  as- 
signed to  the  company,  and  selected  through  the 
agency  at  the  Sault,  as  well  as  certain  lands  in  the 
Upper  and  Lower  Peninsulas,  filled  to  an  acre  the 
Government  grant.  The  opening  of  the  canal  was 
an  important  event  in  the  history  of  the  improvement 
of  the  State.  It  was  a  valuable  link  in  the  chain  of 
lake  commerce,  and  particularly  important  to  the 
interests  of  the  Upper  Peninsula. 

There  were  several  educational,  charitable  and  re- 
formatory institutions  inaugurated  and  opened  during 
Gov.  Bingham's  administrations.  The  Michigan  Ag- 
ricultural College  owes  its  establishment  to  a  provision 
of  the  State  Constitution  of  1850.  Article  13  says, 
"  The  Legislature  shall,  as  soon  as  practicable,  pro- 
vide for  the  establishment  of  an  agricultural  school." 
For  the  purpose  of  carying  into  practice  this  provision, 
legislation  was  commenced  in  1855,  and  the  act  re- 
quired that  the  school  should  be  within  ten  miles  of 
Lansing,  and  that  not  more  than  $15  an  acre  should 
be  paid  for  the  farm  and  college  grounds.  The  col- 
lege was  opened  to  students  in  May,  1857,  the  first  of 
existing  agricultural  colleges  in  the  United  States. 
Until  the  spring  of  1 861,  it  was  under  the  control 
of  the  State  Board  of  Education;  since  that  time  it 
has  been  under  the  management  of  the  State  Board 


of  Agriculture,  which  was  created  for  that  purpose. 

In  its  essential  features,  of  combining  study  and 
labor,  and  of  uniting  general  and  professional  studies 
in  its  course,  the  college  has  remained  virtually  un- 
changed from  the  first.  It  has  a  steady  growth  in 
number  of  students,  in  means  of  illustration  and 
efficiency  of  instruction. 

The  Agricultural  College  is  three  miles  east  of 
Lansing,  comprising  several  fine  buildings ;  and  there 
are  also  very  beautiful,  substantial  residences  for  the 
professors.  There  are  also  an  extensive,  well-filled 
green-house,  a  very  large  and  well-equipped  chemical 
laboratory,  one  of  the  most  scientific  apiaries  in  the 
United  States,  a  general  museum,  a  meseum  of  me- 
chanical inventions,  another  of  vegetable  products, 
extensive  barns,  piggeries,  etc.,  etc.,  in  fine  trim  for 
the  purposes  designed.  The  farm  consists  of  676 
acres,  of  which  about  300  are  under  cultivation  in  a 
systematic  rotation  of  crops. 

Adrian  College  was  established  by  the  Wesleyan 
Methodists  in  1859,  now  under  the  control  of  the 
Methodist  Church.  The  grounds  contain  about  20 
acres.  There  are  four  buildings,  capable  of  accom- 
modating about  225  students.  Attendance  in  1875 
was  179;  total  number  of  graduates  for  previous  year, 
121  ;  ten  professors  and  teachers  are  employed.  Ex- 
clusive of  the  endowment  fund  ($80,000),  the  assets 
of  the  institution,  including  grounds,  buildings,  furni- 
ture, apparatus,  musical  instruments,  outlying  lands, 
etc.,  amount  to  more  than  $137,000. 

Hillsdale  College  was  established  in  1855  by  the 
Free  Baptists.  The  Michigan  Central  College,  at 
Spring  Arbor,  was  incorporated  in  1845  It  was  kept 
in  operation  until  it  was  merged  into  the  present 
Hillsdale  College.  The  site  comprises  25  acres, 
beautifully  situated  on  an  eminence  in  the  western 
part  of  the  city  of  Hillsdale.  The  large  and  impos- 
ing building  first  erected  was  nearly  destroyed  by  fire 
in  1874,  and  in  its  place  five  buildings  of  a  more 
modern  style  have  been  erected.  They  are  of  brick, 
three  stories  with  basement,  arranged  on  three  sides 
of  a  quadrangle.  The  size  is,  respectively,  80  by  80, 
48  by  7  2,  48  by  7  2,  80  by  60,  52  by  72,  and  they  con- 
tain one-half  more  room  than  the   original  building. 

The  State  Reform  School.  This  was  established 
at  Lansing  in  1855,  in  the  northeastern  portion  of  the 
city,  as  the  House  of  Correction  for  Juvenile  Of- 
fenders, having  about  it  many  of  the  features  of  a 
prison.  In  1859  the  name  was  changed  to  the  State 
Reform  School.  The  government  and  dicipline,  have 
undergone  many  and  radical  changes,  until  all  the 
prison  features  have  been  removed  except  those  that 
remain  in  the  walls  of  the  original  structure,  and 
which  remain  only  as  monuments  of  instructive  his- 
tory. No  bolts,  bars  or  guards  are  employed.  The 
inmates  are  necessarily  kept  under  the  surveillance  of 
officers,  but  the  attempts  at  escape  are  much  fewer m 
than  under  the  more  rigid  regime  of  former  days. 
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OSES  WISNER,  Governor  of 
|>  Michigan  from  1859  to  1861, 
x'*was  born  in  Springport,  Cayu- 
ga Co.,  N  Y.,  June  3,  1815. 
His  early  education  was  only 
what  could  be  obtained  at  a 
d common  school.  Agricultural  labor 
and  frugality  of  his  parents  gave 
him  a  physical  constitution  of  unus- 
'w  ual  strength  and  endurance,  which 
(was  ever  preserved  by  temperate  hab- 
its. In  1837  he  emigrated  to  Michi- 
&£  gan  and  purchased  a  farm  in  Lapeer 
County  It  was  new  land  and  he  at 
once  set  to  woik  to  clear  it  and  plant 
crops.  He  labored  diligently  at  his 
task  for  two  years,  when  he  gave  up 
the  idea  of  Deing  a  farmer,  and  removed  to  Pontiac, 
Oakland  Co.  Here  he  commenced  the  study  of  law 
in  the  office  of  his  brother,  George  W.  Wisner,  and 
Rufus  Hosmer.  In  1841  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
and  established  himself  in  his  new  vocation  at  the 
village  of  Lapeer.  While  there  he  was  apppointed 
by  Gov.  Wcodbridge  Prosecuting  Attorney  for  that 
county,  in  which  capacity  he  acquitted  himself  well 
and  gave  promise  of  that  eminence  he  afterward  at- 
tained in  the  profession.  He  remained  at  Lapeer  but 
a  short  time,  removing  to  Pontiac,  where  he  became 
a  member  of  a  firm  and  entered  fully  upon  the 
practice. 

In  politics  he  was  like  his  talented  brother,  a  Whig 
of  the  Henry  Clay  stamp,  but  with  a  decided  anti- 
slaver)  bias.     His    practice  becoming  extensive,    he 


took  little  part  in  politics  until  after  the  election  of 
Mr.  Pierce  to  the  Presidency  in  1852,  when  he  took  an 
active  part  against  slavery.  As  a  lawyer  he  was  a 
man  of  great  ability,  but  relied  less  upon  mere  book 
learning  than  upon  his  native  good  sense.  Liberal 
and  courteous,  was  he  yet  devoted  to  the  interest  of 
his  client,  and  no  facts  escaped  his  attention  or  his 
memory  which  bore  upon  the  case.  He  was  no  friend 
of  trickery  or  artifice  in  conducting  a  case  As  an  ad- 
vocate he  had  few  equals.  When  fully  aroused  by  the 
merits  of  his  subject  his  eloquence  was  at  once  grace- 
ful and  powerful.  His  fancies  supplied  the  most 
original,  the  most  pointed  illustrations,  and  his  logic 
became  a  battling  giant  under  whose  heavy  blows  the 
adversary  shrank  and  withered.  Nature  had  be- 
stowed upon  him  rare  qualities,  and  his  powers  as  a 
popular  orator  were  of  a  high  order. 

On  the  passage  of  the  Kansas-Nebraska  Act  of 
1854,  repealing  the  Missouri  compromise  and  opening 
the  Territories  to  slavery,  he  was  among  the  foremost 
in  Michigan  to  denounce  the  shamful  scheme.  He 
actively  participated  in  organizing  and  consolidating 
the  elements  opposed  to  it  in  that  State,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  popular  gathering  at  Jackson,  in  July, 
r854,  which  was  the  first  formal  Republican  Conven- 
tion held  in  the  United  States.  At  this  meeting  the 
name  "Republican  "  was  adopted  as  a  designation  of 
the  new  party  consisting  of  Anti-slavery,  Whigs, 
Liberty  men,  Free  Soil  Democrats  and  all  others  op- 
posed to  the  extension  of  slavery  and  favorable  to  its 
expulsion  from  the  Territories  and  the  District  of 
Columbia.  At  this  convention  Mr.  W.  was  urged  to 
accept  the  nomination  for  Attorney  General  of  the 


MOSES  W1SNER. 


State,  but  declined.  An  entire  State  ticket  was  nom- 
inated and  at  the  annual  election  in  November  was 
elected  by  an  average  majority  of  nearly  10,000. 
Mr.  W.  was  enthusiastic  in  the  cause  and  brought  to 
its  support  all  his  personal  influence  and  talents.  In 
his  views  he  was  bold  and  radical.  He  believed  from 
the  beginning  that  the  political  power  of  the  slave- 
holders would  have  to  be  overthrown  before  quiet 
could  be  secured  to  the  country.  In  the  Presidential 
canvass  of  1856  he  supported  the  Fremont,  or  Re- 
publican, ticket.  At  the  session  of  the  Legislature  of 
1857  he  was  a  candidate  for  United  States  Senator, 
and  as  such  received  a  very  handsome  support. 

In  1858,  he  was  nominated  for  Governor  of  the 
State  by  the  Republican  convention  that  met  at  De- 
troit, and  at  the  subsequent  November  election  wras 
chosen  by  a  very  large  majority.  Before  the  day  of 
the  election  he  had  addressed  the  people  of  almost 
every  county  and  his  majority  was  greater  even  than 
that  of  his  popular  predecessor,  Hon.  K.  S.  Bingham. 
He  served  as  Governor  two  years,  from  Jan.  1,  1859, 
io  Jan.  1,  1861.  His  first  message  to  the  Legislature 
was  an  able  and  statesman-like  production,  and  was 
read  with  usual  favor.  It  showed  that  he  was  awake 
to  all  the  interests  of  the  State  and  set  forth  an  en- 
lightened State  policy,  that  had  its  view  of  the  rapid 
settlement  of  our  uncultivated  lands  and  the  devel- 
opment of  our  immense  agricultural  and  mineral  re- 
sources. It  was  a  document  that  reflected  the  highest 
credit  upon  the  author. 

His  term  having  expired  Jan.  1,  1861,  he  returned 
to  his  home  in  Pontiac,  and  to  the  practice  of  his 
profession.  There  were  those  in  the  State  who 
counselled  the  sending  of  delegates  to  the  peace  con- 
ference at  Washington,  but  Mr.  W.  was  opposed  to  all 
such  temporizing  expedients.  His  counsel  was  to 
send  no  delegate,  but  to  prepare  to  fight. 

After  Congress  had  met  and  passed  the  necessary 
legislation  he  resoh  ed  to  take  part  in  the  war.  In 
the  spring  and  summer  of  1862  he  set  to  work  to 
raise  a  regiment  of  infantry,  chiefly  in  Oakland 
County,  where  he  resided.  His  regiment,  the  2 2d 
Michigan,  was  armed  and  equipped  and  ready  to 
march  in  September,  a  regiment  whose  solid  quali- 
ties were  afterwards  proven  on  many  a  bloody  field. 
Col.  W's.  commission  bore  the  date  of  Sept.  8,  1862. 
Before  parting  with  his  family  he  made  his  will.  His 
regiment  was  sent  to   Kentucky   and  quartered   at 


Camp  Wallace.  He  had  at  the  breaking  out  of  the 
war  turned  his  attention  to  military  studies  and  be- 
came proficient  in  the  ordinary  rules  and  discipline. 
His  entire  attention  was  now  devoted  to  his  duties. 
His  treatment  of  his  men  was  kind,  though  his  disci- 
pline was  rigid.  He  possessed  in  an  eminent  degree 
the  spirit  of  command,  and  had  he  lived  he  would 
no  doubt  have  distinguished  himself  as  a  good 
officer.  He  was  impatient  of  delay  and  chafed  at 
being  kept  in  Kentucky  where  there  was  so  little 
prospect  of  getting  at  the  enemy.  But  life  in  camp, 
so  different  from  the  one  he  had  been  leading,  and 
his  incessant  labors,  coupled  with  that  impatience 
which  was  so  natural  and  so  general  among  the  vol- 
unteers in  the  early  part  of  the  war,  soon  made  their 
influence  felt  upon  his  health.  He  was  seized  with 
typhoid  fever  and  removed  to  a  private  house  near 
Lexington.  Every  care  which  medical  skill  or  the 
hand  of  friendship  could  bestow  was  rendered  him. 
In  the  delirious  wanderings  of  his  mind  he  was  dis- 
ciplining his  men  and  urging  them  to  be  prepared  for 
an  encounter  with  the  enemy,  enlarging  upon  the  jus- 
tice of  their  cause  and  the  necessity  of  their  crush- 
ing the  Rebellion.  But  the  source  of  his  most  poig- 
nant grief  was  the  prospect  of  not  being  able  to  come 
to  a  hand-to-hand  encounter  with  the  "chivalry." 
He  was  proud  of  his  regiment,  and  felt  that  if  it  could 
find  the  enemy  it  would  cover  itself  with  glory, — a 
distinction  it  afterward  obtained,  but  not  until  Col  V\£. 
was  no  more.  The  malady  baffled  all  medical  treat- 
ment, and  on  the  5th  day  of  Jan.,  1863,  he  breathed 
his  last.  His  remains  were  removed  to  Michigan  and 
interred  in  the  cemetery  at  Pontiac,  where  they  rest 
by  the  side  of  the  brave  Gen.  Richardson,  who  re- 
ceived his  mortal  wound  at  the  battle  of  Antietam. 
Col.  W.  was  no  adventurer,  although  he  was  doubtless 
ambitious  of  military  renown  and  would  have  striven 
for  it  with  characteristic  energy.  He  went  to  the  war 
to  defend  and  uphold  the  principles  he  had  so  much 
at  heart.  Few  men  were  more  familiar  than  he  with 
the  causes  and  the  underlying  principles  that  led  to 
the  contest.  He  left  a  wife,  who  was  a  daughter  of 
Gen.  C.  C.  Hascall,  of  Flint,  and  four  children  to 
mourn  his  loss.  Toward  them  he  ever  showed  the 
tenderest  regard.  Next  to  his  duty  their  love  and 
welfare  engrossed  his  thoughts.  He  was  kindf  gen- 
erous and  brave,  and  like  thousands  of  others  he 
sleeps  the  sleep  of  the  martyr  for  his  country. 
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USTIN  BLAIR,  Governor 
of  Michigan  from  Jan.  2, 
1861,  to  Jan.  4,  1865,  and 
kown  as  the  War  Governor,  is 
and  illustration  of  the  benifi- 
cent  influence  of  republican  in- 
stitutions, having  inherited  neith- 
er fortune  nor  fame.  He  was  born 
in  a  log  cabin  at  Caroline,  Tomp- 
kins Co.,  N.  Y.,-Feb.  8,  1818. 
His  ancestors  came  from  Scot- 
land in  the  time  of  George  I,  and 
for  many  generations  followed  the 
pursuit  of  agriculture.  His  father, 
1  George  Blair,  settled  in  Tompkins 
County  in  1809,  and  felled  the  trees  and  erected  the 
first  cabin  in  the  county.  The  last  60  of  the  four- 
score and  four  years  of  his  life  were  spent  on  that 
spot.  He  married  Rhoda  Blackman,who  now  sleeps 
with  him  in  the  soil  of  the  old  homestead.  The  first 
17  years  of  his  life  were  spent  there,  rendering  his 
father  what  aid  he  could  upon  the  farm.  He  then 
spent  a  year  and  a  half  in  Cazenovia  Seminary  pre- 
paring for  college;  entered  Hamilton  College,  in 
Clinton,  prosecuted  his  studies  until  the  middle  of 
the  junior  year,  when,  attracted  by  the  fame  of  Dr. 
Nott,  he  changed  to  Union  College,  from  which  he 
graduated  in  the  class  of  1839.  Upon  leaving  col- 
2ege  Mr.  Blair  read  law  two  years  in  the  office  of  Sweet 
.&  Davis,  Owego,  N.  Y.,  and  was  admitted  to  practice 
io.  1641,  and  the  same  year  moved  to  Michigan,  locat- 


ing in  Jackson.  During  a  temporary  residence  in 
Eaton  Rapids,  in  1842,  he  was  elected  Clerk  of  Eaton 
County.  At  the  close  of  the  official  term  he  returned  to 
Jackson,  and  as  a  Whig,  zealously  espoused  the  cause 
of  Henry  Clay  in  the  campaign  of  1 844.  He  was  chosen 
Representative  to  the  Legislature  in  1845,  at  which 
session,  as  a  member  of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  he 
rendered  valuable  service  in  the  revision  of  the  gen- 
eral statutes ;  also  made  an  able  report  in  favor  of 
abolishing  the  color  distinction  in  relation  to  the  elec- 
tive franchise,  and  at  the  same  session  was  active  in 
securing  the  abolition  of  capital  punishment.  In  1848 
Mr.  Blair  refused  longer  to  affiliate  with  the  Whig 
party,  because  of  its  refusial  to  endorse  in  convention 
any  anti-slavery  sentiment  He  joined  the  Free-soil 
movement,  and  was  a  delegate  to  their  convention 
which  nominated  Van  Buren  for  President  that  year. 
Upon  the  birth  of  the  Republican  party  at  Jackson, 
in  1854,  by  the  coalition  of  the  Whig  and  Free-soil 
elements,  Mr.  Blair  was  in  full  sympathy  with  the 
movement,  and  acted  as  a  member  of  the  Committee 
on  Platform.  He  wTas  elected  Prosecuting  Attorney 
of  Jackson  County  in  1852  ;  was  chosen  State  Senator 
two  years  later,  taking  his  seat  with  the  incoming  Re- 
publican administration  of  1855,  and  holding  the 
position  of  parliamentary  leader  in  the  Senate.  He 
was  a  delegate  to  the  National  Convention  which 
nominated  Abraham  Lincoln  in  i860.  Mr.  Blair 
was  elected  Governor  of  Michigan  in  i860,  and  re- 
elected in  1862,  faithfully  and  honorably  discharging 
the  arduous  duties  of  the  orifice  during  that  most  mo- 
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mentous  and  stormy  period  of  the  Nation's  life.  Gov. 
Blair  possessed  a  clear  comprehension  of  the  perilous 
situation  from  the  inception  of  the  Rebellion,  and  his 
inaugural  address  foreshadowed  the  prompt  executive 
policy  and  the  administrative  ability  which  charac- 
terized   his    gubernatorial   career. 

Never  perhaps  in  the  history  of  a  nation  has  a 
brighter  example  been  laid  down,  or  a  greater  sacri- 
fice been  made,  than  that  which  distinguished  Mich- 
igan during  the  civil  war.  All,  from  the  "  War  Gov- 
ernor," down  to  the  poorest  citizen  of  the  State,  were 
animated  with  a  patriotic  ardor  at  once  magnificently 
sublime  and  wisely  directed. 

Very  early  in  1861  the  coming  struggle  cast  its 
shadow  over  the  Nation.  Governor  Blair,  in  his  mes- 
sage to  the  Legislature  in  January  of  that  year,  dwelt 
very  forcibly  upon  the  sad  prospects  of  civil  war;  and 
as  forcibly  pledged  the  State  to  support  the  principles 
of  the  Republic.  After  a  review  of  the  conditions 
of  the  State,  he  passed  on  to  a  consideration  of  the 
relations  between  the  free  and  slave  States  of  the 
Republic,  saying:  "  While  we  are  citizens  of  the  State 
of  Michigan,  and  as  such  deeply  devoted  to  her  in- 
terests and  honor,  we  have  a  still  prouder  title.  We 
are  also  citizeas  of  the  United  States  of  America.  By 
this  title  we  are  known  among  the  nations  of  the  earth. 
In  remote  quarters  of  the  globe,  where  the  names  of 
the  States  are  unknown,  the  flag  of  the  great  Republic, 
the  banner  of  the  stars  and  stripes,  honor  and  protect 
her  citizens.  In  whatever  concerns  the  honor,  the 
prosperity  and  the  perpetuity  of  this  great  Govern- 
ment, we  are  deeply  interested.  The  people  of  Mich- 
igan are  loyal  to  that  Government — faithful  to  its  con- 
stitution and  its  laws.  Under  it  they  have  had  peace 
and  prosperity ;  and  under  it  they  mean  to  abide  to 
the  end.  Feeling  a  just  pride  in  the  glorious  history 
of  the  past,  they  will  not  renounce  the  equally  glo- 
rious hopes  of  the  future.  But  they  will  rally  around 
the  standards  of  the  Nation  and  defend  its  integrity 
and  its  constitution,  with  fidelity."  The  final  para- 
graph being : 

•'  I  recommend  you  at  an  early  day  to  make  mani- 


fest to  the  gentlemen  who  represent  this  State  in  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress,  and  to  the  country,  that 
Michigan  is  loyal  to  the  Union,  the  Constitution,  and 
the  laws  and  will  defend  them  to  the  uttermost ;  and 
to  proffer  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the 
whole  military  power  of  the  State  for  that  purpose. 
Oh,  for  the  firm,  steady  hand  of  a  Washington,  or  a 
Jackson,  to  guide  the  ship  of  State  in  this  perilous 
storm !  Let  us  hope  that  we  will  find  him  on  the  4th 
of  March.  Meantime,  let  us  abide  in  the  faith  of  our 
fathers — *  Liberty  and  Union,  one  and  inseparable, 
now  and  forever.' " 

How  this  stirring  appeal  was  responded  to  by  the 
people  of  Michigan  will  be  seen  by  the  statement 
that  the  State  furnished  88,111  men  during  the  war. 
Money,  men,  clothing  and  food  were  freely  and  abun- 
dantly supplied  by  this  State  during  all  these  years  of 
darkness  and  blood  shed.  No  State  won  a  brighter 
record  for  her  devotion  to  our  country  than  the  Pen- 
insula State,  and  to  Gov.  Blair,  more  than  to  any 
other  individual  is  due  the  credit  for  its  untiring  zeal 
and  labors  in  the  Nation's  behalf,  and  for  the  heroism 
manifested  in  its  defense. 

Gov.  Blair  was  elected  Representative  to  the 
Fortieth  Congress,  and  twice  re-elected,  to  the  Forty- 
first  and  Forty-second  Congress,  from  the  Third  Dis- 
trict of  Michigan.  While  a  member  of  that  body  he 
was  a  strong  supporter  of  reconstruction  measures, 
and  sternly  opposed  every  form  of  repudiation.  His 
speech  upon  the  national  finances,  delivered  on  the 
floor  of  the  House  March  21,  1868,  was  a  clear  and 
convincing  argument.  Since  his  retirement  from  Con- 
gress, Mr.  Blair  has  been  busily  occupied  with  his  ex- 
tensive law  practice.  Mr.  Blair  married  Sarah  L. 
Ford,  of  Seneca  County  N.  Y.,  in    February,    1849. 

Their  family  consists  of  4  sons — George  H.,  a  postal 
clerk  in  the  railway  mail  service;  Charles  A.,  partner 
with  his  father;   Fred.  J.  and  Austin  T.,  at  home. 

Governor  Blair's  religion  is  of  the  broad  type,  and 
centers  in  the  "Golden  Rule."  In  1883,  Gov.  Blair 
was  nominated  for  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court 
pf  the  State  by  the  Republican  pirty?  but  was  defeated. 
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ENRY  HOWLAND  CRAPO, 

Governor  of  Michigan  from 
1865  to  1869,  was  born  May 
24,  1804,  at  Dartmouth,  Bris- 
tol Co.,  Mass.,  and  died  at 
Flint,  Mich.,  July  22,  1869. 
He  was  the  eldest  son  of  Jesse 
and  Phoebe  (Howland)  Crapo. 
His  father  was  of  French  descent 
and  was  very  poor,  sustaining  his 
)  family  by  the  cultivation  of  a  farm  in 
Dartmouth  township,  which  yielded 
\  nothing  beyond  a  mere  livelihood. 
His  early  life  was  consequently  one 
of  toil  and  devoid  of  advantages  for 
intellectual  culture,  but  his  desire  for 
an  education  seemed  to  know  no  bounds.  The  in- 
cessant toil  for  a  mere  subsistence  upon  a  compara- 
tively sterile  farm,  had  no  charm  for  him  ;  and,  longing 
for  greater  usefulness  and  better  things,  he  looked  for 
them  in  an  education.  His  struggles  to  secure  this 
end  necessitated  sacrifices  and  hardships  that  would 
have  discouraged  any  but  the  most  courageous  aud 
persevering.  He  became  an  ardent  student  and 
worker  from  his  boyhood,  though  the  means  of  carry- 
ing on  his  studies  were  exceedingly  limited.  He 
sorely  felt  the  need  of  a  dictionary;  and,  neither  having 
money  wherewith  to  purchase  it,  nor  being  able  to 
procure  one  in  his  neighborhood,  he  set  out  to  compile 
one  for  himself.  In  order  to  acquire  a  knowledge  of 
the  English  language,  he  copied  into  a  book  every 
word  whose  meaning  he  did  not  comprehend,  and 
upon  meeting  the  same  word  again  in  the  newspapers 
and  bjoks,  which    came   into   his   hands,   from    the 


context,  would  then  record  the  definition.  Whenever 
unable  otherwise  to  obtain  the  signification  of  a  word 
in  which  he  had  become  interested  he  would  walk 
from  Dartmouth  to  New  Bedford  for  that  purpose 
alone,  and  after  referring  to  the  books  at  the  library 
and  satisfying  himself  thoroughly  as  to  its  definition, 
would  walk  back,  a  distance  of  about  seven  miles, 
the  same  night.  This  was  no  unusual  circumstance, 
Under  such  difficulties  and  in  this  manner  he  com- 
piled  quite  an  extensive  dictionary  in  manuscript 
which  is  believed  to  be  still  in  existence. 

Ever  in  pursuit  of  knowledge,  he  obtained  posses- 
sion of  a  book  upon  surveying,  and  applying  himself 
diligently  to  its  study  became  familiar  with  this  art 
which  he  soon  had  an  opportunity  to  practice.  The 
services  of  a  land  surveyor  were  wanted,  and  he  was 
called  upon,  but  had  no  compass  and  no  money  with 
which  to  purchase  one.  A  compass,  however,  he 
must  and  would  have,  and  going  to  a  blacksmith  shop 
near  at  hand,  upon  the  forge,  with  such  tools  as  he 
could  find  in  the  shop,  while  the  smith  was  at  dinner, 
he  constructed  the  compass  and  commenced  life  as  a 
surveyor.  Still  continuing  his  studies,  he  fitted  him- 
self for  teaching,  and  took  charge  of  the  village  school 
at  Dartmouth.  When,  in  the  course  of  time  and  un- 
der the  pressure  of  law,  a  high  school  was  to  be 
opened,  he  passed  a  successful  examination  for  its 
principalship  and  received  the  appointment.  To  do 
this  was  no  small  task.  The  law  required  a  rigid 
examination  in  various  subjects,  which  necessitated 
days  and  nights  of  study.  One  evening,  after  con- 
cluding his  days  labor  of  teaching,  he  traveled  on  foot 
to  New  Bedford,  some  seven  or  eight  miles,*  called 
upon  the  preceptor  of  Friend's  Academy  and  passed 
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a  severe  examination.  Receiving  a  certificate  that 
he  was  qualified,  he  walked  back  to  his  home  the 
same  night,  highly  elated  in  being  possessed  of  the 
acquirements  and  requirements  of  a  master  of  the 
high  school. 

In  1832,  at  the  age  of  28  years,  he  left  his  native 
town  and  went  to  reside  at  New  Bedford,  where  he 
followed  the  occupation  of  land  surveyor,  and  oc- 
casionally acted  as  an  auctioneer.  Soon  after  becom- 
ing a  citizen  of  this  place,  he  was  elected  Town  Clerk, 
Treasurer,  and  Collector  of  taxes,  which  office  he  held 
until  the  municipal  government  was  changed, — about 
fifteen  years, — when,  upon  the  inauguration  of  the  city 
government,  he  was  elected  Treasurer  and  Collector 
of  taxes,  a  position  which  he  held  two  or  three  years. 
He  was  also  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  many  years. 
He  was  elected  Alderman  of  New  Bedford ;  was 
Chairman  of  Council  Committee  on  Education,  and 
a;  such  prepared  a  report  upon  which  was  based  the 
order  for  the  establishment  of  the  free  Public  Library 
of  New  Bedford.  On  its  organization,  Mr.  Crapo  was 
chosen  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees.  This 
was  the  first  free  public  library  in  Massachusetts,  if 
not  in  the  world.  The  Boston  Free  Library  was  es- 
tablished, however,  soon  afterwards.  While  a  resident 
i:i  New  Bedford,  he  was  much  interested  in  horticul- 
ture, and  to  obtain  the  land  necessary  for  carrying  out 
his  ideas  he  drained  and  reclaimed  several  acres  of 
rocky  and  swampy  land  adjoining  his  garden.  Here 
he  started  a  nursery,  which  he  filled  with  almost  every 
description  of  fruit  and  ornamental  trees,  shrubs, 
flowers,  etc.  In  this  he  was  very  successful  and  took 
great  pride.  He  was  a  regular  contributorto  the  New 
England  Horticultural  Journal,  a  position  he  filled 
as  long  as  he  lived  in  Massachusetts.  As  an  indica- 
tion of  the  wide  reputation  he  acquired  in  that  field 
of  labor,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  after  his  death  an 
affecting  eulogy  to  his  memory  was  pronounced  by  the 
President  of  the  National  Horticultural  Society  at  its 
meeting  in  Philadelphia,  in  1869.  During  his  resi- 
dence in  New  Bedford,  Mr.  Crapo  was  also  engaged 
in  the  whaling  business.  A  fine  barque  built  at  Dart- 
mouth, of  which  he  was  part  owner,  was  named  the 
UH.  H.  Crapo"  in  compliment  to  him. 

Mr.  C.  also  took  part  in  the  State  Militia,  and  for 
several  years  held  a  commission  as  Colonel  of  one  of 
the  regiments.  He  was  President  of  the  Bristol 
County  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Co.,  and  Secretary  of 
the  Bedford  Commercial  Insurance  Company  in  New 
Bedford;  and  while  an  officer  of  the  municipal  gov- 
ernment he  com  piled  and  published,  between  the  years 
1836  and  1845,  ^ve  numbers  of  the  New  Bedford 
Directory  the  first  work  of  the  kind  ever  published 
there. 

Mr.  C.  removed  to  Michigan  in  1856,  having  been 
induced  to  do  so  by  investments  made  principally  in 
pine  lands,  first  in  1837  and  subsequently  in  1856. 
He  took  up  his  residence  in  the  city  of  Flint ?  and  en- 


gaged largely  in  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  lumber 
at  Flint,  Fentonville,  Holly  and  Detroit,  becoming 
one  of  the  largest  and  most  successful  business  men 
of  the  State.  He  was  mainly  instrumental  in  the 
construction  of  the  Flint  &  Holly  R.  R.,  and  was 
President  of  that  corporation  until  its  consolidation 
with  the  Flint  &  Pere  Marquette  R.  R.  Company. 
He  was  elected  Mayor  of  that  city  after  he  had  been 
a  resident  of  the  place  only  five  cr  six  years.  In 
1862  he  was  elected  State  Senator.  In  the  fall  of 
1864  he  received  the  nomination  on  the  Republican 
ticket  for  Governor  of  the  State,  and  was  elected  by  a 
large  majority.  He  was  re  elected  in  1866,  holding 
the  office  two  terms,  and  retiring  in  January,  1869, 
having  given  the  greatest  satisfaction  to  all  parties. 

While  serving  his  last  term  he  was  attacked  with  a 
disease  which  terminated  his  life  within  one  year 
afterwards.  During  much  of  this  time  he  was  an  in- 
tense sufferer,  yet  often  while  in  great  pain  gave  his 
attention  to  public  matters.  A  few  weeks  previous 
to  his  death  a  successful  surgical  operation  was  per- 
formed which  seemed  rapidly  to  restore  him,  but  he 
overestimated  his  strength,  and  by  too  much  exertion 
in  business  matters  and  State  affairs  suffered  a  relapse 
from  which  there  was  no  rebound,  and  he  died  July 
33,  l869- 

In  the  early  part  of  his  life,  Gov.  Crapo  affiliated 
with  the  Whig  party  in  politics,  but  became  an  active 
member  of  the  Republican  party  after  its  organization. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Christian  (sometimes  called 
the  Disciples')  Church,  and  took  great  interest  in  its 
welfare  and  prosperity. 

Mr.  C.  married,  June  9,  1825,  Mary  A.  Slocum, 
of  Dartmouth.  His  marriage  took  place  soon  after 
he  had  attained  his  majority,  and  before  his  struggles 
with  fortune  had  been  rewarded  with  any  great  meas- 
ure of  success.  But  his  wife  was  a  woman  of  great 
strength  of  character  and  possessed  of  courage,  hope- 
fulness and  devotion,  qualities  which  sustained  and 
encouraged  her  husband  in  the  various  pursuits  of 
his  early  years.  For  several  years  after  his  marriage 
he  was  engaged  in  teaching  school,  his  wife  living 
with  her  parents  at  the  time,  at  whose  home  his  two 
older  children  were  born.  While  thus  situated  he 
was  accustomed  to  walk  home  on  Saturday  to  see 
his  family,  returning  on  Sunday  in  order  to  be  ready 
for  school  Monday  morning.  As  the  walk  for  a  good 
part  of  the  time  was  20  miles  each  way,  it  is  evident 
that  at  that  period  of  his  life  no  common  obstacles 
deterred  him  from  performing  what  he  regarded 
as  a  duty.  His  wife  was  none  the  less  consci- 
entious in  her  sphere,  and  with  added  responsibilities 
and  increasing  requirements  she  labored  faithfully 
in  the  performance  of  all  her  duties.  They  had 
ten  children,  one  son  and  nine  daughters.  His  son, 
Hon.  Wm.  W.  Crapo,  of  New  Bedford,  is  now  an 
honored  Representative  to  Congress  from  the  First 
Congressional   District  of  Massachusetts. 
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ENRY  P.  BALDWIN,  Gov- 
ernor of  Michigan  from  Jan. 
4,  1869,  to  Jan.  1,  1873,  is  a 
lineal  descendant  of  Nathan- 
iel Baldwin,  a  Puritan,  of  Buck- 
inghamshire, England,  who  set- 
tled at  Milford,  Conn.,  in  1639. 
His  father  was  John  Baldwin, 
a  graduate  of  Dartmouth  Col- 
lege. He  died  at  North  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.,  in  1826.  His 
paternal  grandfather  was  Rev. 
Moses  Baldwin,  a  graduate  of 
Princeton  College,  in  1757,  and  the 
first  who  received  collegiate  hon- 
ors at  that  ancient  and  honored  institution.  He  died 
at  Parma,  Mass.,  in  1813,  where  for  more  than  50 
years  he  had  been  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
On  his  mother's  side  Governor  B.  is  descended  from 
Robert  Williams,  also  a  Puritan,  who  settled  in  Rox- 
bury,  Mass.,  about  1638.  His  mother  was  a  daughter 
of  Rev.  Nehemiah  Williams,  a  graduate  of  Harvard 
College,  who  died  at  Brimfield,  Mass.,  in  1796,  where 
for  21  years  he  was  pastor  of  the  Congregationalist 
Church.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  at 
Coventry,  R.  I.,  Feb.  22,  1814.  He  received  a  New 
England  common-school  education  until  the  age  of 
12  years,  when,  both  his  parents  having  died,  he  be- 
came a  clerk  in  a  mercantile  establishment.  He  re- 
mained there,  employing  his  leisure  hours  in  study, 
until  20  years  of  age. 

At  this  early  period  Mr.  B.  engaged  in  business  on 
his  own  account.  He  made  a  visit  to  the  West,  in 
1837,  which  resulted  in  his  removal  to  Detroit  in  the 
spring  of  1838.  Here  he  established  a  mercantile 
house  which  has  been  successfully  conducted  until 
the  present  time.   Although  he  successfully  conducted 


a  large  business,  he  has  ever  taken  a  deep  interest  in 
all  things  affecting  the  prosperity  of  the  city  and 
State  of  his  adoption.  He  was  for  several  years  a 
Director  and  President  of  the  Detroit  Young  Men's 
Society,  an  institution  with  a  large  library  designed 
for  the  benefit  of  young  men  and  citizens  generally. 
An  Episcopalian  in  religious  belief,  he  has  been 
prominent  in  home  matters  connected  with  that  de- 
nomination. The  large  and  flourishing  parish  of  St. 
John,  Detroit,  originated  with  Governor  Baldwin,  who 
gave  the  lot  on  which  the  parish  edifice  stands,  and 
also  contributed  the  larger  share  of  the  cost  'of  their 
erection.  Governor  B.  was  one  of  the  foremost  in 
the  establishment  of  St.  Luke's  Hospital,  and  has 
always  been  a  liberal  contributor  to  moral  and  relig- 
ious enterprises  whether  connected  with  his  own 
Church  or  not.  There  have  been,  in  fact,  but  few 
public  and  social  improvements  of  Detroit  during  the 
past  40  years  with  which  Governor  B.'s  name  is  not 
in  some  way  connected.  He  was  a  director  in  the 
Michigan  State  Bank  until  the  expiration  of  its  char- 
ter, and  has  been  President  of  the  Second  National 
Bank  since  its  organization. 

In  i860,  Mr.  Baldwin  was  elected  to  the  State 
Senate,  of  Michigan  ;  during  the  years  of  iSdi-'a  he 
was  made  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee,  a 
member  of  Committee  on  Banks  and  Incorporations 
Chairman  of  the  Select  Joint  Committee  of  the  two 
Houses  for  the  investigation  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment and  the  official  acts  of  the  Treasurer,  and  of 
the  letting  of  the  contract  for  the  improvement  of 
Sault  St.  Marie  Ship  Canal.  He  was  first  elected 
Governor  in  1868  and  was  re-elected  in  1870,  serving 
from  1869  to  1872,  inclusive.  It  is  no  undeserved 
eulogy  to  say  that  Governor  B.'s  happy  faculty  of  es- 
timating the  necessary  means  to  an  end — the  knowing 
of  how  much  effort  or  attention  to  bestow  upon  the 
thing  in  hand,  has  been  the  secret   of  the   uniform 
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success  that  has  attended  his  efforts  in  all  relations 
of  life.  The  same  industry  and  accuracy  that  dis- 
tinguished him  prior  to  this  term  as  Governor  was 
manifest  in  his  career  as  the  chief  magistrate  of  the 
State,  and  while  his  influence  appears  in  all  things 
with  which  he  has  had  to  do,  it  is  more  noticeable  in 
the  most  prominent  position  to  which  he  was  called. 
With  rare  exceptions  the  important  commendations 
of  Governor  B.  received  the  sanction  of  the  Legislat- 
ure. During  his  administration  marked  improve- 
ments were  made  in  the  charitable,  penal  and  reforma- 
tory institutions  of  the  State.  The  State  Public  School 
for  dependent  children  was  founded  and  a  permanent 
commission  for  the  supervision  of  the  several  State 
institutions.  The  initiatory  steps  toward  building  the 
Eastern  Asylum  for  the  Insane,  the  State  House  of 
Correction,  and  the  establishment  of  the  State  Board 
of  Health  were  recommended  by  Governor  B.  in  his 
message  of  1873.  The  new  State  Capitol  also  owes 
its  origen  to  him.  The  appropriation  for  its  erection 
was  made  upon  his  recommendation,  and  the  contract 
for  the  entire  work  let  under  this  administration. 
Governor  B.  also  appointed  the  commissioners  under 
whose  faithful  supervision  the  building  was  erected  in 
a  manner  most  satisfactory  to  the  people  of  the  State. 
He  advised  and  earnestly  urged  at  different  times 
such  amendments  of  the  constitution  as  would  per- 
mit a  more  equitable  compensation  to  State  officers 
and  judges.  The  law  of  1869,  and  prior  also,  permitting 
municipalities  to  vote  aid  toward  the  construc- 
tion of  railroads  was,  in  1870,  declared  unconstitu- 
tional by  the  Supreme  Court.  Many  of  the  munici- 
palities having  in  the  meantime  issued  and  sold  their 
bonds  in  good  faith,  Governor  B.  felt  that  the  honor 
and  credit  of  the  State  were  in  jeopardy.  His  sense 
of  justice  impelled  him  to  call  an  extra  session  of  the 
Legislature  to  propose  the  submission  to  the  people  a 
constitutional  amendment,  authorizing  the  payment 
of  such  bonds  as  were  already  in  the  hands  of  bona- 
fide  holders.  In  his  special  message  he  says  :  "The 
credit  of  no  State  stands  higher  than  that  of  Michigan, 
and  the  people  can  not  afford,  and  I  trust  will  not 
consent,  to  have  her  good  name  tarnished  by  the  repu- 
diation of  either  legal  or  moral  obligations."  A  spe- 
cial session  was  called  in  March,  1872,  principally  for 
the  division  of  the  State  into  congressional  districts. 
A  number  of  other  important  suggestions  were  made, 
however,  and  as  an  evidence  of  the  Governor  s  la- 
borious and  thoughtful  care  for  the  financial  condition 


of  the  State,  a  series  of  tables  was  prepared  and  sub- 
mitted by  him  showing,  in  detail,  estimates  of  receipts, 
expenditures  and  appropriations  for  the  years  1872  to 
1878,  inclusive.  Memorable  of  Governor  B.'s  admin- 
istration were  the  devastating  fires  which  swept  over 
many  portions  of  the  Northwest  in  the  fall  of  1871 
A  large  part  of  the  city  of  Chicago  having  been  re- 
duced to  ashes,  Governor  B.  promptly  issued  a  proc- 
lamation calling  upon  the  people  of  Michigan  for 
liberal  aid  in  behalf  of  the  afflicted  city.  Scarcely  had 
this  been  issued  when  several  counties  in  his  State 
were  laid  waste  by  the  same  destroying  element. 
A  second  call  was  made  asking  assistance  for  the  suf- 
fering people  of  Michigan.  The  contributions  for 
these  objects  were  prompt  and  most  liberal,  more  than 
$700,000  having  been  received  in  money  and  supplies 
for  the  relief  of  Michigan  alone.  So  ample  were 
these  contributions  during  the  short  period  of  abou*; 
3  months,  that  the  Governor  issued  a  proclamation 
expressing  in  behalf  of  the  people  of  the  State  grate- 
ful acknowldgment,  and  announcing  that  further 
aid  was  unnecessary. 

Governor  B.  has  traveled  extensively  in  his  own 
country  and  has  also  made  several  visits  to  Europe 
and  other  portions  of  the  Old  World.  He  was  a  pas- 
senger on  the  Steamer  Aril],  which  was  captured  and 
bonded  in  the  Carribean  Sea,  in  December,  1862,  by 
Capt.  Semmes,  and  wrote  a  full  and  interesting  ac- 
count of  the  transaction.  The  following  estimate  of 
Governor  B.  on  his  retirement  from  office,  by  a  leading 
newspaper,  is  not  overdrawn:  "The  retiiing  message 
of  Governor  B.,  will  be  read  with  interest.  It  is 
a  characteristic  document  and  possesses  the  lucid 
statement,  strong,  and  clear  practical  sense,  which 
have  been  marked  features  of  all  preceding  documents 
from  the  same  source.  Governor  B.  retired  to  private 
life  after  four  years  of  unusually  successful  adminis- 
tration amid  plaudits  that  are  universal  throughout  the 
State.  For  many  years  eminent  and  capable  men 
have  filled  the  executive  chair  of  this  State,  but  in 
painstaking  vigilance,  in  stern  good  sense,  in  genuine 
public  spirit,  in  thorough  integrity  and  in  practical 
capacity,  Henry  P.  Baldwin  has  shown  himself  to  be 
the  peer  of  any  or  all  of  them.  The  State  has  been  un- 
usually prosperous  during  his  two  terms,  and  the  State 
administration  has  fully  kept  pace  with  the  needs  of 
the  times.  The  retiring  Governor  has  fully  earned 
the  public  gratitude  and  confidence  which  he  to-day 
possesses  to  such  remarkable  degree.*' 
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OHN  JUDSON  BAGLEY, 
Governor  of  Michigan  from 
1873  to  1877,  was  born  in 
Medina,  Orleans  Co.,  N.  Y., 
July  24, 1832.  His  father,  John 
Bagley,  was  a  native  of  New 
Hampshire,  his  mother,  Mary  M. 
Bagley,  of  Connecticut.  He  at- 
tended the  district  school  of  Lock- 
^  port,  N.  Y.,  until  he  was  eight  years 
old,  at  which  time  his  father  moved 
to  Constantine,  Mich,,  and  he  at- 
tended the  common  schools  of  that 
village.  His  early  experience  was 
like  that  of  many  country  boys  whose 
parents  removed  from  Eastern  States 
to  the  newer  portion  of  the  West. 
His  father  being  in  very  poor  circum- 
J[]  stances,  Mr.  B.  was  obliged  to  work 
as  soon  as  he  was  able  to  do  so. 
Leaving  school  when  13  years  of  age 
he  entered  a  country  store  in  Constan- 
tine as  clerk.  His  father  then  re- 
moved to  Owosso,  Mich.,  and  he  again 
engaged  as  clerk  in  a  store.  From 
early  youth  Mr.  B.  was  extravagantly  fond  of  reading 
and  devoted  every  leisure  moment  to  the  perusal  of 
such  books,  papers  and  periodicals  as  came  within 
his  reach.  In  1847,  he  removed  to  Detroit,  where  he 
secured  employment  in  a  tobacco  manufactory  and 
remained  in  this  position  for  about  five  years. 

In  1853,  he  began  business  for  himself  in  the  man- 
ufacturing of  tobacco.     His  establishment  has  become 
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one  of  the  largest  of  the  kind  in  the  West.  Mr.  B. 
has  also  been  greatly  interested  in  other  manufactur- 
ing enterprises,  as  well  as  in  mining,  banking  and  in- 
surance corporations.  He  was  President  of  the 
Detroit  Safe  Company  for  several  years.  He  was  one 
of  the  organizers  of  the  Michigan  Mutual  Life  Insur- 
ance Company  of  Detroit,  and  was  its  President  from 
1867  to  1872.  He  was  a  director  of  the  Amer- 
ican National  Bank  for  many  years,  and  a  stock- 
holder and  director  in  various  other  corporations. 
Mr.  B.  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Education  two 
years,  and  of  the  Detroit  Common  Council  the  same 
length  of  time.  In  1865  he  was  appointed  by  Gover- 
nor Crapo  one  of  the  first  commissioners  of  the 
Metropolitian  police  force  of  the  city  of  Detroit,  serv- 
ing six  years.  In  November,  1872,  he  was  elected 
Governor  of  Michigan,  and  two  years  later  was  re- 
elected to  the  same  office,  retiring  in  January,  1877. 
He  was  an  active  worker  in  the  Republican  party,  and 
for  many  years  was  Chairman  of  the  Republican 
State  Central  committee. 

Governor  Bagley  was  quite  liberal  in  his  religious 
views  and  was  an  attendant  of  the  Unitarian  Church. 
He  aimed  to  be  able  to  hear  and  consider  any  new 
thought,  from  whatever  source  it  may  come,  but  was  not 
bound  by  any  religious  creed  or  formula.  He  held 
in  respect  all  religious  opinions,  believing  that  no  one 
can  be  injured  by  a  firm  adherence  to  a  faith  or  de- 
nomination. He  was  married  at  Dubuque,  Iowa,  Jan. 
16,  1855,  to  Frances  E.  Newberry,  daughter  of  Rev. 
Samuel  Newberry,  a  pioneer  missionary  of  Michigan, 
who  took  an  active  part  in  the  early  educational  mat- 
ters of  the  State  and  in  the  establishment  of  its  ex- 
cellent   system   of   education,     It    was    principally 
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through  his  exertions  that   the  State  University  was 
founded.     Mr.  B.'s  family  consists  of  seven  children. 
As     Governor   his     administration     was    charac- 
terized by  several  important   features,   chief  among 
\  which  were  his  efforts  to  improve  and  make  popular 
:  the  educational  agencies  of  the  Slate  by  increasing 
Uhe  faculty  of  the  University  for  more  thorough  in- 
struction in  technical  studies,by  strengthening  the  hold 
<  of  the  Agricultural  College  upon  the  public  good  will 
■ "  and  making  the  general  change  which  has  manifested 
>    itself  in  many  scattered  primary   districts.     Among 
others  were   an  almost  complete  revolution  in   the 
management  of  the  penal  and  charitable  institutions 
of  the  State;  the  passage  of  the  liquor-tax  lawmaking 
the  place  of  the  dead  letter  of  prohibition;  the  estab- 
lishing of  the  system  of  dealing  with  juvenile  offend- 
ers through  county  agents,  which  has  proved  of  great 
■•     good  in  turning  the  young  back  from  crime  and  plac- 
}    ing  the  State  in  the  attitude  of  a  moral  agent ;  in  se- 
curing for  the  militia  the  first  time  in  the  history  of 
Michigan  a  systematized  organization  upon  a  service- 
able footing.     It  was  upon  the  suggestion  of  Gov.  B. 
in  the  earlier  part  of  his  administration  that  the  law 
creating  the  State  Board  of  Health,  and  also  the  law 
creating  a  fish  commission  in  the  inland  waters  of  the 
State,  were  passed,  both  of  which  have  proved  of  great 
benefit  to  the  State.     The  successful   representation 
of  Michigan  at  the  Centennial  Exhibition  is  also  an 
honorable  part  of  the   record  of  Gov.  B.'s  adminis- 
tration. 

As  Governor,  he  felt  that  he  represented  the  State 
— not  in  a  narrow,  egotistical  way,  but  in  the  same 
sense  that  a  faithful,  trusted,  confidential  agent  rep- 
resents his  employer,  and  as  the  Executive  of  the 
State  he  was  her  "  attorney  in  fact."  And  his  intelli- 
gent, thoughtful  care  will  long  continue  the  pride  of 
the  people  he  so  much  loved.  He  was  ambitious — 
ambitious  for  place  and  power,  as  every  noble  mind 
is  ambitious,  because  these  give  opportunity.  How- 
ever strong  the  mind  and  powerful  the  will,  if  there 
be  no  ambition,  life  is  a  failure.  He  was  not  blind  to 
the  fact  that  the  more  we  have  the  more  is  required 
of  us.  He  accepted  it  in  its  fullest  meaning.  He 
had  great  hopes  for  his  State  and  his  country.  He  had 
his  ideas  of  what  they  should  be.  With  a  heart  as 
broad  as  humanity  itself;  with  an  intelligent,  able  and 
cultured  .brain,  the  will  and  the  power  to  do,  he 
asked  his  fellow  citizen  to  give  him  the  opportunity  to 
labor  for  them,     Self  entered  not  into  the  calculation, 


His  whole  life  was  a  battle  for  others ;  and  he  entered 
the  conflict  eagerly  and  hopefully. 

His  State  papers  were  models  of  compact,  busi- 
ness-like statements,  bold,  original,  and  brimful  of 
practical  suggestions, and  his  administrations  will  long 
be  considered  as  among  the  ablest  in  this  or  any 
other  State. 

His  noble,  generous  nature  made  his  innumerable 
benefactions  a  source  of  continuous  pleasure.  Liter- 
ally, to  him  it  was  "  more  blessed  to  give  than  to 
receive." 

His  greatest  enjoyment  was  in  witnessing  the  com- 
fort and  happiness  of  others.  Not  a  tithe  of  his  char- 
ities were  known  to  his  most  intimate  friends,  or  even 
to  his  family.  Many  a  needy  one  has  been  the  recipi- 
ent of  aid  at  an  opportune  moment,  who  never  knew 
the  hand  that  gave. 

At  one  time  a  friend  had  witnessed  his  ready  re- 
sponse to  some  charitable  request,  and  said  to  him: 
"Governor,  you  give  away  a  large  sum  of  money  ;  about 
how  much  does  your  charities  amount  to  in  a  year?' 
He  turned  at  once  and  said:  "I  do  not  know,  sir;  I 
do  not  allow  myself  to  know.  I  hope  I  gave  more 
this  year  than  I  did  last,  and  hope  I  shall  give  more 
next  year  than  I  have  this."  This  expressed  his  idea 
qf  charity,  that  the  giving  should  at  all  times  be  free 
and  spontaneous. 

During  his  leasure  hours  from  early  life,  and  espe- 
cially during  the  last  few  years,  he  devoted  much  time 
to  becoming  acquainted  with  the  best  authors.  Biog- 
raphy was  his  delight;  the  last  he  read  was  the  "Life 
and  Woik  of  John  Adams,"  in  ten  volumes. 

In  all  questions  of  business  or  public  affairs  he 
seemed  to  have  the  power  of  getting  at  the  kernel  of 
the  nut  in  the  least  possible  time.  In  reading  he 
would  spend  scarcely  more  time  with  a  volume  than 
most  persons  would  devote  to  a  chapter.  After  what 
seemed  a  cursory  glance,  he  would  have  all  of  value 
the  book  contained.  Rarely  do  we  see  a  business 
man  so  familiar  with  the  best  English  authors.  He 
was  a  generous  and  intelligent  patron  of  the  arts,  and 
his  elegant  home  was  a  study  and  a  pleasure 
to  his  many  friends,  who  always  found  there  a 
hearty  welcome.  At  Christmas  time  he  would  spend 
days  doing  the  work  of  Santa  Claus.  Every  Christmas 
eve  he  gathered  his  children  about  him  and,  taking 
the  youngest  on  his  lap,  told  some  Christmas  story, 
closing,  the.  entertainment  with  "The  Night  Before 
Christmas,"  or  Dickens's  "  Christmas  Carol." 
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HARLES  M.  CROSWELL, 

^Governor  of  Michigan  from 
*Jan.  3,  1877  to  Jan.  1,  1881, 
was  born  at  Newburg,  Orange 
County,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  31,  1825. 
He  is  the  only  son  of  John  and 
Sallie  (Hicks)  Croswell.  His 
father,  who  was  of  Scotch-Irish 
extraction,  was  a  paper-maker, 
and  carried  on  business  in  New 
York  City.  His  ancestors  on 
his  mother's  side  were  of  Knicker- 
bocker descent.  The  Croswell 
family  may  be  found  connected 
with  prominent  events,  in  New  York 
and  Connecticut,  in  the  early  exis- 
tence of  the  Republic.  Harry  Cros- 
well, during  the  administration  of 
President  Jefferson,  published  a  pa- 
per called  the  Balance,  and  was 
prosecuted  for  libeling  the  President 
under  the  obnoxious  Sedition  Law. 
He  was  defended  by  the  celebrated 
Alexander  Hamilton,  and  the  decis- 
iof,  )i  the  case  establised  the  important  ruling  that 
the  truth  might  be  shown  in  cases  of  libel.  Another 
member  of  the  family  was  Edwin  Croswell,  the  fam- 
ous editor  of  the  Albany  Argus  j  also,  Rev.  William 
Croswell,  noted  as  a  divine  and  poet. 

When  Charles  M.  Croswell  was  seven  years  of  age, 
his  father  was  accidentally  drowned  in  the  Hudson 
River*  at  Newburg  ;  and,  within  three  months  preced- 
ing that  event,  his  mother  and  only  sister  had  died,— 
thus  leaving  him  the  sole  surviving  member  of  the 
family,  without  fortune  or  means.     Upon  the  death 


of  his  father  he  went  to  live  with  an  uncle,  who,  in 
1837,  emigrated  with  him  to  Adrain,  Michigan.  At 
sixteen  years  of  age,  he  commenced  to  learn  the  car- 
penter's trade,  and  worked  at  it  very  diligently  for 
four  years,  maintaining  himself,  and  devoting  his  spare 
time  to  reading  and  the  acquirement  of  knowledge. 
In  1846,  he  began  the  study  of  law,  and  was  ap- 
pointed Deputy  Clerk  of  Lenawee  County.  The  du- 
ties  of  this  office  he  performed  four  years,  when  he 
was  elected  Register  of  Deeds,  and  was  re-elected 
in  1852.  In  1854,  he  took  part  in  the  first  movements 
for  the  formation  of  the  Republican  party,  and  was  a 
member  and  Secretary  of  the  convetion  held  at  Jack- 
son in  that  year,  which  put  in  the  field  the  first  Re- 
publican State  ticket  in  Michigan.  In  1855,  he 
formed  a  law  partnership  with  the  present  Chief- Jus- 
tice  Cooley,  which  continued  until  the  removal  of 
Judge  Cooley  to  Ann  Arbor. 

In  1862,  Mr.  Croswell  was  appointed  City  Attorney 
of  Adrian.  He  was  also  elected  Mayor  of  the  city 
in  the  spring  of  the  same  year;  and  in  the  fall  was 
chosen  to  represent  Lenawee  County  in  the  State 
Seriate.  He  was  re-elected  to  the  Senate  in  1864, 
and  again  in  1866,  during  each  term  filling  the  posi- 
tions above  mentioned.  Among  various  reports  made 
by  him,  one  adverse  to  the  re-establishment  of  the 
death  penalty,  and  another  against  a  proposition  to 
pay  the  salaries  of  State  officers  and  judges  in  coin, 
which  then  commanded  a  very  large  premium,  may 
be  mentioned.  He  also  drafted  the  act  ratifying  the 
Thirteenth  Amendment  to  the  Federal  Constitution, 
for  the  abolishment  of  slavery,  it  being  the  first 
amendment  to  the  instrument  ratified  by  Michigan. 
In  1863,  from  his  seat  in  the  State  Senate,  he  de- 
livered an  elaborate  speech  in  favor  of  the  Proclama- 
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tion  of  Emancipation  issued  by  President  Lincoln, 
and  of  his  general  policy  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
war.  This,  at  the  request  of  his  Republican  associ- 
ates, was  afterwards  published.  In  1867,  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  Constitutional  Convention, 
and  chosen  its  presiding  officer.  This  convention 
was  composed  of  an  able  body  of  men ;  and  though, 
in  the  general  distrust  of  constitutional  changes 
which  for  some  years  had  been  taking  possession  of 
the  people,  their  labors  were  not  accepted  by  the  pop- 
ular vote,  it  was  always  conceded  that  the  constitu- 
tion they  proposed  had  been  prepared  with  great  care 
and  skill. 

In  1868,  Mr.  Croswell  was  chosen  an  Elector  on 
the  Republican  Presidential  ticket;  in  1872,  was 
elected  a  Representative  to  the  State  Legislature 
from  Lenawee  County,  and  was  chosen  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Representatives.  At  the  close  of  the 
session  of  that  body  his  abilities  as  a  parliamentarian, 
and  the  fairness  of  his  rulings  were  freely  and  form- 
ally acknowledged  by  his  associates  ;  and  he  was  pre- 
sented with  a  superb  collection  of  their  portraits 
handsomely  framed.  He  was,  also,  for  several  years, 
Secretary  of  the  State  Board  for  the  general  supervis- 
ion of  the  charitable  and  penal  institutions  of  Michi  • 
gan ;  in  which  position,  his  propositions  for  the  amel- 
ioration of  the  condition  of  the  unfortunate,  and  the 
reformation  of  the  criminal  classes,  signalize  the  be- 
nevolence of  his  nature,  and  the  practical  character 
of  his  mind. 

In  1876,  the  general  voice  of  the  Republicans  of 
the  State  indicted  Mr.  Croswell  as  their  choice  for 
Governor;  and,  at  the  State  Convention  of  the  party 
in  August  of  the  same  year,  he  was  put  in  nomination 
by  acclamation,  without  the  formality  of  a  ballot.  At 
the  election  in  November  following,  he  was  chosen  to 
the  high  position  for  which  he  had  been  nominated, 
by  a  very  large  majority  over  all  opposing  candidates. 
His  inaugural  message  was  received  with  general 
favor ;  and  his  career  as  Governor  was  marked  with 
the  same  qualities  of  head  and  heart  that  have  ever 
distinguished  him, both  as  a  citizen  and  statesman. 


Governor  Groswell  has  always  prepared  his  ad- 
dresses with  care;  raid,  as  his  diction  is  terse,  clear, 
and  strong,  without  excess  of  ornament,  and  his  de- 
livery impressive,  he  is  a  popular  speaker;  and  many 
of  his  speeches  have  attracted  favorable  comment  in 
the  public  prints,  and  have  a  permanent  value.  He 
has  always  manifested  a  deep  interest  in  educational 
matters,  and  was  for  years  a  member  and  Secretary  of 
the  Board  of  Education  of  Adrain.  At  the  formal 
opening  of  the  Central  School  building  in  that  city, 
on  the  24th  day  of  April,  1869,  he  gave,  in  a  public 
address,  an  "  Historical  Sketch  of  the  Adrian  Public 
Schools." 

In  his  private  life,  Governor  Croswell  has  been  as 
exemplary  as  in  his  public  career  he  has  been  suc- 
cessful and  useful.  In  February,  1852,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  a  daughter  of  Morton  Eddy,  Lucy  M.  Eddy, 
a  lady  of  many  amiable  and  sunny  qualities,  She 
suddenly  died,  March  19,  1868,  leaving  two  daugh- 
ters and  a  son.  Governor  Croswell  is  not  a  member 
of  any  religious  body,  but  generally  attends  the  Pres- 
byterian Church.  He  pursues  the  profession  of  law, 
but  of  late  has  been  occupied  mainly  in  the  care  of  his 
own  interests,  and  the  quiet  duties  of  advice  in 
business  difficulties,  for  which  his  unfailing  pru- 
dence and  sound  judgment  eminently  fit  him.  Gov- 
ernor Croswell  is  truly  popular,  not  only  with  those  of 
like  political  faith  with  himself,  but  with  those  who 
differ  frcm  him  in  this  regard. 

During  Gov.  Croswells  administration  the  public 
debt  was  greatly  reduced ;  a  policy  adopted  requiring 
the  State  institutions  to  keep  within  the  limit  of  ap- 
propriations ;  laws  enacted  to  provide  more  effectually 
for  the  punishment  of  corruption  and  bribrery  in  elec- 
tions; the  State  House  of  Correction  at  Ionia  and  the 
Eastern  Asylum  for  the  Insane  at  Pontiac  were  opened 
and  the  new  capital  at  Lansing  was  completed  and 
occupied.  The  first  act  of  his  second  term  was  to  pre- 
side at  the  dedication  of  this  building.  The  great  riot 
at  Jackson  occured  during  his  administration,  and  it 
was  only  bv  his  promptness  that  great  distruction  of 
both  life  and  property  was    prevented   at   that  time. 
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DAVID  H.  JEROME,  Gover- 
Sknor  of  from  Jan.  i,  1881,  to 
Jan.  1,  1883,  was  born  at  De- 
troit, Mich.,  Nov.  17,  1829. 
His  parents  emigrated  to 
Michigan  from  Trumansburg, 
Tompkins  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  1828, 
locating  at  Detroit.  His  father 
died  March  30,  1831,  leaving 
nine  children.  He  had  been 
twice  married,  and  four  of  the 
children  living  at  the  time  of  his 
death  were  grown  up  sons,  the  off- 
spring of  his  first  union.  Of  the 
five  children  by  his  second  marriage,  David  H.  was 
the  youngest.  Shortly  after  Mr.  Jerome's  death,  his 
widow  moved  back  to  New  York  and  settled  in 
Onondaga  County  near  Syracuse,  where  they  remained 
until  the  fall  of  1834,  the  four  sons  by  the  first  wife 
continuing  their  residence  in  Michigan.  In  the  fall 
of  1834,  Mrs.  Jerome  came  once  more  to  Michigan, 
locating  on  a  farm  in  St.  Clair  County.  Here  the 
Governor  formed  those  habits  of  industry  and  ster- 
ling integrity  that  have  been  so  characteristic  of  the 
man  in  the  active  duties  of  life.  He  was  sent  to  the 
district  school,  and  in  the  acquisition  of  the  funda- 
mental branches  of  learning  he  displayed  a  precocity 
and  an  application  which  won  for  him  the  admiration 
of  his  teachers,  and  always  placed  him  at  the  head 
of  his  classes.  In  the  meantime  he  did  chores  on 
the  farm,  and  was  always  ready  with  a  cheerful  heart 
and  willing  hand  to  assist  his  widowed  mother.  The 
heavy  labor  of  the  farm  was  carried  on  by  his  two 


older  brothers,  Timothy  and  George,  and  when  13 
years  of  age  David  received  his  mother's  permission  to 
attend  school  at  the  St.  Clair  Academy.  While  attend- 
ing there  he  lived  with  Marcus  H.  Miles,  now  de- 
ceased, doing  chores  for  his  board,  and  the  following 
winter  performed  the  same  service  for  James  Ogden, 
also  deceased.  The  next  summer  Mrs.  Jerome 
moved  into  the  village  of  St.  Clair,  for  the  purpose  of 
continuing  her  son  in  school.  While  attending  said 
academy  one  of  his  associate  students  was  Sena- 
tor Thomas  W.  Palmer,  of  Detroit,  a  rival  candidate 
before  the  gubernatorial  convention  in  1880.  He 
completed  his  education  in  the  fall  of  his  16th  year, 
and  the  following  winter  assisted  his  brother  Timothy 
in  hauling  logs  in  the  pine  woods.  The  next  summer 
he  rafted  logs  down  the  St.  Clair  River  to  Algonac. 

In  1847,  M.  H.  Miles  being  Clerk  in  St.  Clair  Coun- 
ty, and  Volney  A.  Ripley  Register  of  Deeds,  David 
H.  Jerome  was  appointed  Deputy  to  each,  remaining 
as  such  during  1848-49,  and  receiving  much  praise 
from  his  employers  and  the  people  in  general  for  the 
ability  displayed  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties.  He 
spent  his  summer  vacation  at  clerical  work  on  board 
the  lake  vessels. 

In  1849-50,  he  abandoned  office  work,  and  for  the 
proper  development  of  his  physical  system  spent 
several  months  hauling  logs.  In  the  spring  of  1850, 
his  brother  "  Tiff  "  and  himself  chartered  the  steamer 
"Chautauqua,"  and  "Young  Dave"  became  her  mas- 
ter. A  portion  of  the  season  the  boat  was  engaged 
in  the  passenger  and  freight  traffic  between  Port 
Huron  and  Detroit,  but  during  the  latter  part  was 
used  as  a  tow  boat.  At  that  time  there  was  a  serious 
obstruction  to  navigation,  known  as  the  "St.  Clair 
Flats,"  between  Lakes  Huron  and  Erie,  over  which 
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vessels  could  carry  only  about  10,000  bushels  of  grain. 
Mr.  Jerome  conceived  the  idea  of  towing  vessels 
from  one  lake  to  the  other,  and  put  his  plan  into 
operation.  Through  the  influence  of  practical  men, — 
among  them  the  subject  of  this  sketch, — Congress 
removed  the  obstruction  above  referred  to,  and  now 
vessels  can  pass  them  laden  with  60,000  or  80,000 
bushels  of  grain. 

During  the  season,  the  two  brothers  succeeded 
in  making  a  neat  little  sum  of  money  by  the  sum- 
mer's work,  but  subsequently  lost  it  all  on  a  contract 
to  raise  the  "Gen.  Scott,"  a  vessel  that  had  sunk  in 
Lake  St.  Clair.  David  H.  came  out  free  from  debt, 
but  possessed  of  hardly  a  dollar  of  capital.  In  the 
spring  of  185 1,  he  was  clerk  and  acting  master  of  the 
steamers  "Franklin  Moore"  and  "Ruby,"  plying  be- 
tween Detroit  and  Port  Huron  and  Goderich.  The 
following  year  he  was  clerk  of  the  propeller  "Prince- 
ton," running  between  Detroit  and  Buffalo. 

In  January,  1853,  Mr.  Jerome  went  to  California, 
oy  way  of  the  Isthmus,  and  enjoyed  extraordinary 
success  in  selling  goods  in  a  new  place  of  his  selec- 
tion, among  the  mountains  near  Marysville  He  re- 
mained there  during  the  summer,  and  located  the 
Live  Yankee  Tunnel  Mine,  which  has  since  yielded 
millions  to  its  owners,  and  is  still  a  paying  investment. 
He  planned  and  put  a  tunnel  600  feet  into  the  mine, 
but  when  the  water  supply  began  to  fail  with  the  dry 
season,  sold  out  his  interest.  He  left  in  the  fall  of 
1853,  and  in  December  sailed  from  San  Francisco  for 
New  York,  arriving  at  his  home  in  St.  Clair  County, 
about  a  year  after  his  departure.  During  his  absence 
his  brother  "Tiff"  had  located  at  Saginaw,  ana  in 
1854  Mr.  Jerome  joined  him  in  his  lumber  operations 
in  the  valley.  In  1855  the  brothers  bought  Black  - 
mer  &  Eaton's  hardware  and  general  supply  stores, 
at  Saginaw,  and  David  H.  assumed  the  management 
of  the  business.  From  1855  to  1873  he  was  also  ex- 
tensively engaged  in  lumbering  operations. 

Soon  after  locating  at  Saginaw  he  was  nominated 
for  Alderman  against  Stewart  B.  Williams,  a  rising 
young  man,  of  strong  Democratic  principles.  The 
ward  was  largely  Democratic,  but  Mr.  Jerome  was 
elected  by  a  handsome  majority.  When  the  Repub- 
lican party  was  born  at  Jackson,  Mich.,  David  H. 
Jerome  was,  though  not  a  delegate  to  the  convention, 
one  of  its  "charter  members.'1  In  1862,  he  was  com- 
missioned by  Gov.  Austin  Blair  to  raise  one  of  the 


six  regiments  apportioned  to  the  State  of  Michigan. 
Mr.  Jerome  immediately  went  to  work  and  held 
meetings  at  various  points.  The  zeal  and  enthusiasm 
displayed  by  this  advocate  of  the  Union  awakened  a 
feeling  of  patriotic  interest  in  the  breasts  of  many 
brave  men,  and  in  a  short  space  of  time  the  23d 
Regiment  of  Michigan  Volunteer  Infantry  was  placed 
in  the  field,  and  subsequently  gained  for  itself  a  bril- 
liant record. 

In  the  fall  of  1862,  Mr.  Jerome  was  nominated  by  . 
the  Republican  party  for  State  Senator  from  the  26th 
district,  Appleton  Stevens,  of  Bay  City,  being  his  op- 
ponent. The  contest  was  very  exciting,  and  resulted 
in  the  triumphant  election  of  Mr.  Jerome.  He  was 
twice  renominated  and  elected  both  times  by  in- 
creased majorities,  defeating  George  Lord,  of  Bay 
City,  and  Dr.  Cheseman,  of  Gratiot  County.  On  tak- 
ing his  seat  in  the  Senate,  he  was  appointed  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  State  Affairs,  and  was  ac- 
tive in  raising  means  and  troops  to  carry  on  the  war. 
He  held  the  same  position  during  his  three  terms  of 
service,  and  introduced  the  bill  creating  the  Soldiers' 
Home  at  Harper  Hospital,  Detroit. 

He  was  selected  by  Gov.  Crapo  as  a  military  aid, 
and  in  1865  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  State 
Military  Board,  and  served  as  its  President  for  eight 
consecutive  years.  In  1873,  he  was  appointed  by 
Gov.  Bagley  a  member  of  the  convention  to  prepare 
a  new  State  Constitution,  and  was  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance.    . 

In  1875,  Mr.  Jerome  was  appointed  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners.  In  I876  he  was 
Chairman  of  a  commission  to  visit  Chief  Joseph,  the 
Nez  Perce  Indian,  to  arrange  an  amicable  settlement 
of  all  existing  difficulties.  The  commission  went  to 
Portland,  Oregon,  thence  to  the  Blue  Hills,  in  Idaho, 
a  distance  of  600  miles  up  the  Columbia  River. 

At  the  Republican  State  Convention,  convened  at 
Jackson  in  August,  1880,  Mr.  Jerome  was  placed  in 
the  field  for  nomination,  and  on  the  5  th  day  of  the 
month  received  the  highest  honor  the  convention 
could  confer  on  any  one.  His  opponent  was  Freder* 
ick  M.  Holloway,  of  Hillsdale  County,  who  was  sup- 
ported by  the  Democratic  and  Greenback  parties. 
The  State  was  thoroughly  canvassed  by  both  parties, 
and  when  the  polls  were  closed  on  the  evening  of 
election  day,  it  was  found  that  David  H.  Jerome  had 
been  selected  by  the  voters  of  the  Wolverine  State  tc 
occupy   the   highest   position  within   their   gift. 
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OSIAH    W.    BEGOLE,    the 

present  (1883),  Governor  of 
Michigan  was  born  in  Living- 
ston, County,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  20, 
18 15.  His  ancestors  were  of 
French  descent,  ami  settled  at 
an  early  period  in  the  State  of 
Maryland.  His  grandfather,  Capt. 
Bolles,  of  that  State,  was  an  offi- 
cer in  the  American  army  during 
the  war  of  the  Revolution.  About 
I  y  the  beginning  of  the  present  cent- 
ury both  his  grandparents,  having 
become  dissatisfied  with  the  insti- 
tution of  slavery,  although  slave- 
holders themselves,  emigrated  to 
Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  then 
a  new  country,  taking  with  them  a 
number  of  their  former  slaves,  who 
volunteered  to  accompany  them. 
His  father  was  an  officer  in  the 
American  army,  and  served  during 
the  war  of  181 2. 
Mr.  B.  received  his  early  education  in  a  log  school- 
house,  and  subsequently  attended  the  Temple  Hill 
Academy,  at  Geneseo,  N.  Y.  Being  the  eldest  of  a 
family  of  ten  children,  whose  parents  were  in  moder- 
ate though  comfortable  circumstances,  he  was  early 
taught  habits  of  industry,  and  when  21  years  of  age, 
being  ambitious  to  better  his  condition  in 'life,  he  re- 
solved to  seek  his  fortune  in  the  far  West,  as  it  was 


then  called.  In  August,  1836,  he  left  the  parental 
roof  to  seek  a  home  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan 
then  an  almost  unbroken  wilderness.  He  settled  in 
Genesee  County,  and  aided  with  his  own  hands  in 
building  some  of  the  early  residences  in  what  is  now 
known  as  the  city  of  Flint.  There  were  but  four  or 
five  houses  where  this  flourishing  city  now  stands 
when  he  selected  it  as  his  home. 

In  the  spring  of  1839  he  married  Miss  Harriet  A. 
Miles.  The  marriage  proved  a  most  fortunate  one, 
and  to  the  faithful  wife  of  his  youth,  who  lives  to  en- 
joy with  him  the  comforts  of  an  honestly  earned  com- 
petence, Mr.  Begole  ascribes  largely  his  success  in 
life.  Immediately  after  his  marriage  he  commenced 
work  on  an  unimproved  farm,  where,  by  his  perse- 
verance and  energy,  he  soon  established  a  good  home, 
and  at  the  end  of  eighteen  years  was  the  owner  of  a 
well  improved  farm  of  five  hundred  acres. 

Mr.  Begole  being  an  anti-slavery  man,  became  a 
member  of  the  Republican  party  at  its  organization. 
He  served  his  townsmen  in  various  offices,  and  was 
in  1856,  elected  County  Treasurer,  which  office  he 
held  for  eight  years. 

At  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion  he  did  not 
carry  a  musket  to  the  front,  but  his  many  friends  will 
bear  witness  that  he  took  an  active  part  in  recruiting 
and  furnishing  supplies  for  the  army,  and  in  looking 
after  the  interests  of  soldiers'  families  at  home.  The 
death  of  his  eldest  son  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  by  a  Confed- 
rate  bullet,  in  1864,  was  the  greatest  sorrow  of  his  life. 
When  a  few  years  later  he  was  a  member  in  Congress 
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Gov.  Begole  voted  and  worked  for  the  soldiers' 
bounty  equalization  bill,  an  act  doing  justice  to  the 
soldier  who  bore  the  burden  and  heat  of  the  day,  and 
who  should  fare  equally  with  him  who  came  in  at  the 
eleventh  hour.  That  bill  was  defeated  in  the  House 
on  account  of  the  large  appropriation  that  would  be 
required  to  pay  the  same. 

In  1870,  Gov.  Begole  was  nominated  by  acclama- 
tion for  the  office  of  State  Senator,  and  elected  by  a 
large  majority.     In  that  body  he  served  on  the  Com- 
mittees of  Finance  and  Railroads,  and  was  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Institute  for  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb  and  Blind.     He   took   a   liberal    and   public- 
spirited   view  of  the   importance   of  a   new   capitol 
building  worthy  of  the  State,  and  was  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  that  drafted   the   bill   for  the 
same      He  was  a  delegate  to  the  National  Republi- 
can Convention  held  at  Philadelphia  in    1872,   and 
was  the  chosen  member  of  that  delegation  to  go   to 
Washington   and   inform   Gen.   Grant    and   Senator 
Wilson  of  their  nominations.     It  was  while  at  that 
convention  that,  by  the  express  wish   of  his  many 
friends,   he  was   induced  to   offer   himself    a   can- 
didate for  the  nomination  of  member  to  the  43d  Con- 
gress, in  which  he  was  successful,  after  competing  for 
the  nomination  with  several  of  the  most  worthy,  able 
and  experienced  men  in  the  Sixth  Congressional  Dis- 
trict, and  was  elected  by  a  very  large  majority.      In 
Congress,  he  was  a  member  of  the   Committee   on 
Agricultural  and  Public  Expenditures.     Being  one  of 
the  17  farmers  in  that  Congress,  he  took  an  active 
part  in  the  Committee  of  Agriculture,  and  was  ap- 
pointed by  that  committee  to  draft  the  most  impor- 
tant report  made  by  that  committee,  and  upon  the 
only  subject  recommended  by  the  President  in  his 
message,  which  he  did  and  the  report  was  printed  in 
records  of  Congress ;  he  took  an  efficient  though  an 
unobtrusive  part  in  all  its  proceedings. 

He  voted  for  the  currency  bill,  remonetization  of 
silver,  and  other  financial  measures,  many  of  which, 
though  defeated  then,  have  since  become  the  settled 
policy  of  the  country.  Owing  to  the  position  which 
Mr.  Begole  occupied  on  these  questions,  he  became  a 
"Greenbacker." 

In  the  Gubernatorial  election  of  1882,  Mf.  Begole 
was  the  candidate  of  both  the  Greenback  and  Dem- 
ocratic parties,  and  was  elected  by  a  vote  of  154,269, 
the  Republican  candidate,  Hon.  David  H.  Jerome,  | 


receiving  149,697  votes.  Mr.  Begole,  in  entering 
upon  his  duties  as  Governor,  has  manifested  a  spirit 
that  has  already  won  him  many  friends,  and  bids  fair 
to  make  his  administration  both  successful  and  pop- 
ular. 

The  very  best  indications  of  what  a  man  is,  is  what 
his  own  townsmen  think  of  him.  We  give  the  fol- 
lowing extract  from  the  Flint  Globe,  the  leading  Re- 
publican paper  in  Gov.  Begole's  own  county,  and  it, 
too,  written  during  the  heat  of  a  political  campaign, 
which  certainly  is  a  flattering  testimonial  of  his  ster- 
ling worth : 

"  So  far,  however,  as  Mr.  Begole,  the  head  of  the 
ticket,  is  concerned,  there  is  nothing  detrimental  to 
his  character  that  can  be  alleged  against  him.  He 
has  sometimes  changed  his  mind  in  politics,  but  for 
sincerity  of  his  beliefs  and  the  earnestness  of  his  pur- 
pose nobody  who  knows  hi  in  entertains  a  doubt.  He 
is  incapable  of  bearing  malice,  even  against  his  bit- 
terest political  enemies.  He  has  a  warm,  generous 
nature,  and  a  larger,  kinder  heart  does  not  beat  in 
the  bosom  of  any  man  in  Michigan.  He  is  not  much 
given  to  making  speeches,  but  deeds  are  more  signif- 
icant of  a  man's  character  than  words.  There  are 
many  scores  of  men  in  all  parts  of  the  State  where 
Mr.  Begole  is  acquainted,  who  have  had  practical 
demonstrations  of  these  facts,  and  who  are  liable  to 
step  outside  of  party  lines  to  show  that  they  do  not 
forget  his  kindness,  and  who,  no  doubt,  wish  that  he 
was  a  leader  in  what  would  not  necessarily  prove  a 
forlorn  hope.  But  the  Republican  party  in  Michigan 
is  too  strong  to  be  beaten  by  a  combination  of  Demo- 
crats and  Greenbackers,  even  if  it  is  marshaled  by  so 
good  a  man  as  Mr.  Begole." 

This  sketch  would  be  imperfect  without  referring 
to  the  action-  of  Mr.  B.  at  the  time  of  the  great  calamity 
that  in  1881  overtook  the  people  of  Northeastern 
Michigan,  in  a  few  hours  desolating  whole  counties 
by  fire  and  destroying  the  results  and  accumulations 
of  such  hard  work  as  only  falls  to  the  lot  of  pioneers. 
While  the  Port  Huron  and  Detroit  committees  were 
quarreling  over  the  distribution  of  funds,  Mr.  Begole 
wrote  to  an  agent  in  the  "burnt  district "  a  letter,  from 
which  we  make  an  extract  of  but  a  single  sentence: 
"Until  the  differences  between  the  two  committees 
are  adjusted  and  you  receive  your  regular  supplies 
from  them,  draw  on  me.  Let  no  man  suffer  while  I 
have  money."      This   displays  his    true    character. 
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"USSELL  A.ALGER,Governor 
of  Michigan  for  the  term  com- 
mencing Jan.  1,  1885,  was 
born  in  Lafayette  Township, 
Medina  Co.,  Ohio,  Feb.  27, 
'  1836.  Having  lived  a  tem- 
perate life,  he  is  a  comparative 
young  man  in  appearance,  and  pos- 
sesses those  mental  faculties  that  are 
the  distinguishing  characteristics  of 
robust,  mature  and  educated  man- 
hood. When  11  years  of  age  both 
his  parents  died,  leaving  him  with  a 
younger  brother  and  sister  to  sup- 
port and  without  any  of  the  substan- 
tial means  of  existence.  Lacking  the  opportunity  of 
better  employment,  he  worked  on  a  farm  in  Richfield, 
Ohio,  for  the  greater  part  of  each  of  the  succeeding 
seven  years,  saving  money  enough  to  defray  his  ex- 
penses at  Richfield  Academy  during  the  winter 
terms.  He  obtained  a  very  good  English  education, 
and  was  enabled  to  teach  school  for  several  subse- 
quent winters.  In  1857  he  commenced  the  study  of 
law  in  the  offices  of  Wolcott  &  Upson  at  Akron,  re- 
maining until  March,  1859,  when  he  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  by  the  Ohio  Supreme  Court.  He  then 
removed  to  Cleveland,  and  entered  the  law  office  of 
Otis  &  Coffinbury,  where  he  remained  several 
months.  Here  he  continued  his  studies  with  in- 
creased zeal,  and  did  much  general  reading.  Hard 
study  and  close  confinement  to  office  work,  however, 
began  to  tell  on  his  constitution,  and  failing  health 
warned  him  that  he  must  seek  other  occupation. 


He  therefore  reluctantly  abandoned  the  law  and  re- 
moved to  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  to  engage  in  the 
lumber  business. 

When  Michigan  was  called  upon  to  furnish  troops 
for  the  war,  Mr.  Alger  enlisted  in  the  Second  Mich. 
Cav.  and  was  mustered  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States  as  Captain  of  Co.  C.  His  record  as 
a  cavalry  officer  was  brilliant  and  honorable  to 
himself  and  his  company.  He  participated  in  some 
of  the  fiercest  contests  of  the  rebellion  and  wae 
twice  wounded.  His  first  injury  was  received  ir. 
the  battle  of  Booneville,  Miss.,  July  2,  1862. 
His  conduct  in  this  engagement  was  so  distin- 
guished that  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  ol 
Major.  On  the  same  occasion  his  Colonel,  the 
gallant  Phil.  Sheridan,  was  advanced  to  the  rank 
of  Brigadier  General.  A  few  months  later,  on  the 
16th  of  October,  Major  Alger  became  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  of  the  Sixth  Mich.  Cav.,  and  was  ordered 
Avith  his  regiment  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
After  marked  service  in  the  early  campaign  of  1863, 
he  was  again  advanced,  and  on  June  2  received  his 
commission  as  Colonel  of  the  Fifth  Mich.  Cav.  His 
regiment  at  this  time  was  in  Custer's  famous  Michi- 
gan  cavalry  brigade.  On  the  6th  of  July  occurred 
the  battle  of  Boonesboro,  Md.  In  this  conflict  he 
was  again  wounded.  His  health  received  a  more 
than  temporary  impairment,  and  in  October,  1864, 
he  was  obliged  to  retire  from  the  service.  His 
career  as  a  soldier  included  many  of  the  most  cele- 
brated contests  of  the  war.  He  was  an  active  charac- 
ter in  all  the  battles  fought  by  the  Army  of  the 
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Potomac,  from  the  time  of  the  invasion  of  Mary- 
land by  Gen.  Lee  in  18G3,  up  to  the  date  of  his 
retirement,  with  the  exception  of  those  engagements 
which  occurred  while  he  was  absent  from  duty  on 
account  of  wounds.  In  all  he  took  part  in  66  bat- 
tles and  skirmishes.  At  the  close  he  was  breveted 
Brigadier  General  and  Major  General  for  "gallant 
and  meritorious  services  in  the  field." 

Aside  from  regular  duty,  Gen.  Alger  was  on 
private  service  during  the  winter  of  1863-4,  receiv- 
ing orders  personally  from  President  Lincoln  and 
visiting  nearly  all  the  armies  in  the  field. 

Gen.  Alger  came  to  Detroit  in  1865,  and  since 
that  time  has  been  extensively  engaged  in  the  pine 
timber  business  and  in  dealing  in  pine  lands.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  well-known  firm  of  Moore  & 
Alger  until  its  dissolution,  when  he  became  head  of 
the  firm  of  R.  A.  Alger  &  Co.,  the  most  extensive 
pine  timber  operators  in  the  West.  Gen.  Alger  is 
now  president  of  the  corporation  of  Alger,  Smith  & 
Co.,  which  succeeded  R.  A.  Alger  &  Co.  He  is  also 
president  of  the  Manistique  Lumbering  Company 
and  president  of  the  Detroit,  Bay  City  &  Alpena 
Railroad  Company,  besides  being  a  stockholder  and 
director  of  the  Detroit  National  Bank,  the  Peninsu- 
lar Car  Company  and  several  other  large  corpor- 
ations. 

While  always  an  active  and  influential  Republi- 
can, Gen.  Alger  has  never  sought  nor  held  a  sal- 
aried office.  He  was  a  delegate  from  the  First  Dis- 
trict to  the  last  Republican  National  Convention, 
but  aside  from  this  his  connection  with  politics  has 
not  extended  beyond  the  duties  of  every  good  cit- 
izen to  his  party  and  his  country. 

Gen.  Alger  is  now  forty-nine  years  of  age,  an 
active,  handsome  gentleman  six  feet  tall,  living 
the  life  of  a  busy  man  of  affairs.  His  military 
bearing  at  once  indicates  his  army  life,  and  although 
slenderly  built,  his  square  shoulders  and  erect 
carriage  give  the  casual  observer  the  impression 
that  his  weight  is  fully  180  pounds.  He  is  a  firm, 
yet  a  most  decidedly  pleasant-appearing  man,  with 
a  fine  forehead,  rather  a  prominent  nose,  an  iron- 
gray  moustache  and  chin  whiskers  and  a  full  head 
of  black  hair  sprinkled  with  gray.  He  is  usually 
attired  in  the  prevailing  style  of  business  suits.  His 
favorite  dress  has  been  a  high  buttoned  cutaway  | 


frock  coat,  with  the  predominating  cut  of  vest  and 
trousers,  made  of  firm  gray  suiting.  A  high  collar, 
small  cravat,  easy  shoes  and  white  plug  hat  com- 
plete his  personal  apparel.  He  is  very  particular 
as  to  his  appearance,  and  always  wears  neat  clothes 
of  the  best  goods,  but  shuns  any  display  of  jewelry 
or  extravagant  embellishment.  He  is  one  of  the 
most  approachable  men  imaginable.  No  matter 
how  busy  he  may  be,  he  always  leaves  his  desk  to 
extend  a  cordial  welcome  to  every  visitor,  be  he  of 
high  or  low  situation.  His  affable  manners  delight 
his  guests,  while  his  pleasing  face  and  bright,  dark 
eyes  always  animate  his  hearers. 

Gen.  Alger  is  a  hard  worker.  He  is  always  at  his 
office  promptly  in  the  morning  and  stays  as  long  as 
anything  remains  that  demands  his  attention.  In 
business  matters  he  is  always  decided,  and  is  never 
shaken  or  disturbed  by  any  reverses.  He  has  the 
confidence  of  his  associates  to  a  high  degree,  and  aL 
his  business  relations  are  tempered  with  those  little 
kindnesses  that  relieve  the  tedium  of  routine  office 
life.  Although  deeply  engrossed  in  various  busi- 
ness pursuits,  Gen.  Alger  has  yet  found  time  for 
general  culture.  He  owns  a  large  library  and  his 
stock  of  general  information  is  as  complete  as  it  is 
reliable.  His  collection  of  paintings  has  been  se- 
lected with  rare  good  taste,  and  contains  some  of 
the  finest  productions  of  modern  artists.  His  team 
of  bays  are  perhaps  the  handsomest  that  grace  the 
roads  of  Detroit,  and  usually  lead  the  other  outfits 
when  their  owner  holds  the  reins. 

Gen.  Alger  has  an  interesting  family.  His  wife 
was  Annette  H.  Henry,  the  daughter  of  W.  G, 
Henry,  of  Grand  Rapids,  to  whom  he  was  married 
April  2,  1861.  She  is  a  slender  woman  of  fair  com- 
plexion, bright  and  attractive,  and  a  charming  host- 
ess. She  is  gifted  with  many  accomplishments  and 
appears  quite  young.  There  are  six  children.  Fay. 
a  lively  brunette,  and  Caroline  A.,  who  is  rather  tall 
and  resembles  her  mother,  have  completed  a  course 
at  an  Eastern  seminary,  and  during  the  past  yeai 
traveled  in  Europe.  The  remaining  members  of 
the  family  are  Frances,  aged  13;  Russell  A.,  Jr., 
aged  11 ;  Fred,  aged  9,  and  Allan,  aged  3.  All  are 
bright  and  promising  children.  Gen.  Alger  makes 
his  home  at  his  handsome  and  large  new  residence  on 
Fort  street,  at  the  corner  of  First  street,  Detroit. 


GOVERNORS  OF  MICHIGAN. 


177 


-^t-«-»M<«  ■>!*„ ,  ,'* 


YRUS  GRAY  LUCE,  the 
present  Governor  of  Michi- 
gan, combines  in  his  charac- 
ter the  substantial  traits  of 
,  the  New  England  ancestry 
of  his  father,  and  the  chival- 
rous and  hospitable  elements 
^^  Peculiar  to  the  Southerners,  which 
came  to  him  from  his  mother's  side  of 
the  house.  The  New  Englanders,  act- 
ive in  the  cause  of  American  liberty, 
after  this  desired  result  was  accom- 
plished, turned  their  attention  to  the 
?-  growth  and  development  of  the 
country  which  their  noble  daring  had 
constituted  independent  of  foreign  rule.  The  pri- 
vations they  endured  and  the  struggles  from  which 
they  had  achieved  victory  built  up  in  them  those 
qualities  which  in  the  very  nature  of  events  could 
not  be  otherwise  than  transmitted  to  their  posterity, 
and  this  posterity  comprises  a  large  number  of  the 
men  who  to-day,  like  the  subject  of  this  history, 
are  making  a  record  of  which  their  descendants  will 
be  equally  proud. 

Gov.  Luce  was  born  in  Windsor,  Ashtabula  Co., 
Ohio,  July  2,  1824.  His  father  was  a  native  of 
Tolland,  Conn.,  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of 
1812,  and  soon  after  its  close  emigrated  from  New 
England  and  settled  on  the  Western  Reserve  in 
Northern  Ohio.  His  mother,  who  in  her  girlhood 
was  Miss  Mary  Gray,  was  born  in  Winchester,  Va. 
Her  father,  tinctured  with  Abolitionism,  found  his 
home  in  the  Old  Dominion  becoming  uncomforta- 
ble as  an  abiding-place  at  that  time,  and  accord- 
ingly, with  his  wife  and  family  of  young  children, 


he  also  migrated,  in  1815,  to  the  wilds  of  Northern 
Ohio,  There  the  parents  of  our  subject,  in  1819, 
were  united  in  marriage,  and  continued  residents  of 
Ashtabula  County  until  1836.  There  also  were 
born  to  them  six  sons,  Cyrus  G.  of  this  sketch  being 
the  second. 

The  incidents  in  the  early  life  of  Gov.  Luce  were 
not  materially  different  from  those  of  other  boys 
living  on  the  farms  in  that  new  country.  He  was 
taught  to  work  at  anything  necessary  for  him  to  do 
and  to  make  himself  useful  around  the  pioneer 
homestead.  When  twelve  years  of  age  his  parents 
removed  further  West,  this  time  locating  in  Steu- 
ben County,  Ind.  This  section  of  country  was  still 
newer  and  more  thinly  settled,  and  without  recount- 
ing the  particular  hardships  and  privations  which  the 
family  experienced,  it  is  sufficient  to  say  that  but  few 
enjoyed  or  suffered  a  greater  variety.  ^Markets  were 
distant  and  difficult  of  access,  the  comforts  of  life 
scarce,  and  sickness  universal.  Young  Luce,  in  com- 
mon with  other  boys,  attended  school  winters  in  the 
stereotyped  log  school-house,  and  in  summer  as- 
sisted in  clearing  away  the  forests,  fencing  the 
fields  and  raising  crops  after  the  land  was  improved. 
He  attended  three  terms  an  academy  located  at  On- 
tario, Ind.,  and  his  habit  of  reading  and  observation 
added  essentially  to  his  limited  school  privileges. 

When  seventeen  years  of  age  the  father  of  our 
subject  erected  a  cloth-dressing  and  wool-carding 
establishment,  where  Cyrus  G.  acquired  a  full 
knowledge  of  this  business  and  subsequently  had 
charge  of  the  factory  for  a  period  of  seven  years. 
In  the  meantime  he  had  become  interested  in  local 
politics,  in  which  he  displayed  rare  judgment  and 
sound  common  sense,  and  on  account  of  which,  in 
1848,  he  was  nominated  by  the  Whigs  in  a  district 
composed  of  the  counties  of  DeKalb  and  Steuben 
for  Representative  in  the  State  Legislature.  He 
made  a  vigorous  canvass  but  was  defeated  by  eleven 
majority.  This  incident  was  but  a  transient  bub- 
ble on  the  stream  of  his  life,  and  that  same  year 
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Mr.  Luce  purchased  eighty  acres  of  wild  land  near 
Gilead,  Branch  Co.,  Mich.,  the  improvement  of 
which  he  at  once  entered  upon,  clearing  away  the 
trees  and  otherwise  making  arrangements  for  the 
establishment  of  a  homestead.  In  August,  1849,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Julia  A.  Dickinson, 
of  Gilead,  and  the  young  people  immediately  com- 
menced housekeeping  in  a  modest  dwelling  on  the 
new  farm.  Here  they  resided  until  the  death  of  the 
wife,  which  took  place  in  August,  1882.  Mrs. 
Luce  was  the  daughter  of  Obed  and  Experience 
Dickinson,  well-to-do  and  highly  respected  residents 
of  Gilead.  Of  her  union  with  our  subject  there 
were  born  five  children,  one  now  deceased. 

In  November,  1883,  Gov.  Luce  contracted  a  sec- 
ond marriage,  with  Mrs.  Mary  Thompson,  of  Bron- 
son,  this  State.     He  continued  on  the  same  farm, 
which,  however,  by  subsequent  purchase  had  been 
considerably  extended,,  until  after  his  election  to  the 
office  of  which  he  is  now  the  incumbent.     In  the 
meantime  he  has  had  a  wide  and  varied  experience 
in  public  life.  In  1 852  he  was  elected  to  represent  his 
township  in  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors,  and 
two  years  later,  in  1854,  was  elected  Representative  to 
the  first  Republican  Legislature  convened  in  the  State 
of  Michigan.     He  served  his  township  altogether 
eleven  years  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors. 
In  1858  he  was  elected  County  Treasurer  of  Branch 
County  and  re-elected  in  1860.     In   1864  he  was 
given  a  seat  in  the  State  Senate  and  re-elected  in 
1 866.  In  the  spring  of  1 867  he  was  made  a  member  of 
the  Constitutional  Convention  to  revise  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  State  of  Michigan,  and  in  all  of  the 
positions  to  which  he  has  been  called  has  evidenced 
a  realization  of  the  sober  responsibilities  committed 
to  his  care.     To  the  duties  of  each  he  gave  the  most 
conscientious  care,  and  has  great  reason  to  feel  pride 
and  satisfaction  in  the  fact  that  during  his  service 
in  both  Houses  of  the  Legislature  his  name  appears 
upon  every  roll-call,  he  never  having  been  absent 
from  his  post  a  day. 

In  July,  1879,  Mr.  Luce  was  appointed  State  Oil 
Inspector  by  Gov.  Croswell,  and  re-appointed  by 
Gov.  Jerome  in  1881,  serving  in  this  capacity  three 
and  one-half  years.  In  the  management  of  the 
duties  of  this  office  he  is  entitled  to  great  credit. 
The  office  wa§  not  sought  by  him?buHbe  Governor 


urged  him  to  accept  it,  claiming  that  the  office  was 
the  most  difficult  he  had  to  fill,  and  was  one  which 
required  first-class  executive  ability.  He  organized 
the  State  into  districts,  appointed  an  adequate  force 
of  deputies  and  no  more,  secured  a  reduction  of  the 
fees  by  nearly  one-half,  and  in  every  way  managed 
the  affairs  of  the  office  so  efficiently  and  satisfac- 
torily that  above  all  expenses  he  was  enabled  to 
pay  into  the  State  Treasury  during  his  management 
$32,000.49. 

In  August  of  the  year  1886  Mr.  Luce  was  nom- 
inated by  the  Republicans  in  convention  assembled 
at  Grand   Rapids,  for  the   office  of  Governor  of 
Michigan  by  acclamation,  and  on  the  2d  of  Novem- 
ber following  was  elected  by  a  majority  of  7,432 
over  his  chief  competitor,  George  L.   Yaple.     In 
1874   he   became  an  active  member  of  the  farm- 
ers' organization  known  as  the  Grange.     Believing 
as  he  does  that  agriculture  furnishes  the  basis  of 
National  prosperity,  he  was  anxious  to  contribute  to 
the  education  and  elevation  of  the  farming  com- 
munity, and  thus  availed  himself  of  the  opportuni- 
ties offered  by  this  organization  to  aid  in  accom- 
plishing this  result.     For  a  period  of  seven  years  he 
was  Master  of  the  State  Grange  but  resigned  the 
position  last  November.     Fidelity  to  convictions, 
close  application  to  business,  whether  agricultural  or 
affairs  of  State,  coupled  with  untiring  industry,  are 
his   chief  characteristics.     As  a  farmer,  legislator, 
executive  officer,  and  manager  of  county  as  well  as 
State  affairs,  as  a  private  as  well  as  a  public  citizen, 
his  career  has  all  along  been  marked  with  success, 
No  one  can  point  to  a  spot  reflecting  discredit   ir. 
his  public  career  or  private  life.     He  is  a  man  of 
the  people,  and  self-made  in  the  strictest  sense.  His 
whole  life  has  been  among  the  people,  in  full  sym- 
pathy with  them,  and  in  their  special  confidence  and 
esteem. 

Personally,  Gov.  Cyrus  G.  Luce  is  high-minded, 
intellectual  and  affable,  the  object  of  man}' 
and  warm  friendships,  and  a  man  in  all  respects 
above  reproach.  To  the  duties  of  his  high  position 
he  has  brought  a  fitting  dignity,  and  in  all  the  re- 
lations of  life  that  conscientious  regard  to  duty  of 
which  we  often  read  but  which  is  too  seldom  seen, 
especially  among  those  having  within  their  hands 
the  interests  of  State  and  Nation. 


(at 


't>tw>x^O 


&M, 


l^hOsnsP^ 


GOVERNORS  OF  MICHIGAN. 


i8r 


^<^i^i^t^i^<^^^f^^>^^><^^>wm^^mxtmx^^mi^^mi*mimfmtmf^fm 


— t~Q~t- 


L  EDWIN  B.  WINANS, 
who  began  his  duties  as 
Governor  of  Michigan, 
January  1,  1891,  is  a  son 
of  the  Empire  State,  of 
which  his  parents  also  were 
natives.  From  German  ancestry  on 
the  father's  side,  he  derives  the  in- 
stincts of  frugality  and  careful  con- 
sideration of  ways  and  means,  and 
these  are  strengthened  by  the  sub- 
stantial traits  of  the  Puritan  fore- 
fathers of  his  mother.  Both  lines 
have  transmitted  to  him  the  love 
of  country  and  home  that  has  led 
thousands  into  untrodden  wilds  where  they  might 
secure  that  which  would  be  for  the  future  good  of 
themselves  and  posterity. 

John  and  Eliza  (Way)  Winans  removed  from 
New  York  to  this  State  in  1834,  and  settled  on  a 
farm  in  Livingston  County,  where  the  boyhood  of 
Gov.  Winans  was  passed.  He  was  about  eight 
years  old  at  the  time  of  the  removal,  having  been 
born  at  Avon,  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  May  16, 
1826.  Up  to  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  attended 
the  district  school,  and  he  then  entered  Albion 
College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1850. 
The  excitement  attendant  upon  the  discovery  of 


gold  in  California  had  not  died  out,  and  young 
Winans  felt  a  strong  desire  to  visit  the  coast  and 
try  his  fortune  in  the  mines.  He  decided  in  favor 
of  the  overland  route,  crossed  the  plains  in  safety, 
and  spent  the  ensuing  eight  years  in  seeking  the 
precious  metal — a  quest  that  was  fairly  successful. 

Returning  to  Livingston  County,  this  State,  Mr. 
Winans  bought  land  and  engaged  in  general  farm- 
ing. He  has  retained  the  farm  as  his  home  through 
all  the  changes  various  official  positions  have 
brought  him,  and  joyfully  returned  to  it  whenever 
his  faithful  discharge  of  public  duty  would  allow. 
His  estate  now  includes  four  hundred  acres  of  land 
under  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  improved 
with  buildings  of  the  best  construction  and  modern 
design.  In  connection  with  general  farming  Gov. 
Winans  has  given  considerable  attention  to  raising 
stock  of  high  grades,  and  his  understanding  of 
agriculture  in  its  various  departments  is  broad  and 
deep.  He  believes  that  his  success  in  political  life 
is  largely  due  to  his  thorough  identification  with 
the  agricultural  interests  of  the  State  and  no  doubt 
he  is  right. 

The  public  career  of  Gov.  Winans  began  in  1860, 
when  he  was  elected  to  represent  his  county  in  the 
State  Legislature.  He  served  two  consecutive 
terms,  covering  the  period  from  1860  to  1865.  In 
1867  he  was  a  member  of  the  Constitutional  Con- 
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vention  of  the  State,  and  in  1876  he  was  elected 
Probate  Judge  of  Livingston  County  for  a  term 
of  four  years.  The  next  important  position  occu- 
pied by  Gov.  Winans  was  that  of  Congressman  dur- 
ing the  Forty-eighth  and  Forty-ninth  Congresses, 
representing  the  Sixth  District.  It  was  always  his 
lot  to  be  nominated  for  office  when  the  Democratic 
party  was  decidedly  in  the  minority,  but  such  were 
his  personal  characteristics  and  his  reputation  as 
one  interested  in  the  welfare  of  that  great  class, 
the  farmers,  that  in  every  case  he  made  a  successful 
race.  When  he  was  put  up  for  Congress  the  oppo- 
sition had  a  majority  in  the  district  of  three  thou- 
sand votes,  but  he  was  elected  by  a  plurality  of 
thirty.  While  in  Congress  he  took  an  active  part 
in  all  measures  tending  to  the  public  good  and 
served  on  the  Committees  on  Agriculture  and  Pen- 
sions. In  the  fall  of  1891  his  name  headed  the 
Democratic  ticket  and  he  was  elected  Governor  of 
the  State. 

In  his  private  life  Gov.  Winans  has  been  as  ex- 
emplary as  in  his  public  career  he  has  been  useful 
and  influential.  He  is  a  consistent  member  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  and  in  his  religious  faith  and 
practice  has  the  close  sympathy  of  his  wife,  who 
belongs  to  the  same  society.  His  marriage  was 
solemnized  in  Hamburg,  Livingston  County,  in 
1855,  his  bride  being  Miss  Elizabeth  Galloway,  who 


was  born  and  reared  on  the  farm  she  still  calls  home, 
as  it  was  bought  of  her  father  by  Gov.  Winans. 
She  is  a  daughter  of  George  and  Susan  (Haight) 
Galloway,  who  are  numbered  among  the  early 
settlers  of  Livingston  County,  whither  they  came 
from  New  York.  She  is  an  educated,  refined  woman, 
whose  mental  attainments  and  social  qualities  fit 
her  for  the  position  which  she  occupies  as  hostess 
of  the  Gubernatorial  mansion.  Governor  and  Mrs. 
Winans  have  two  sons,  George  G  ,  who  is  now  act- 
ing as  his  father's  private  secretary,  and  Edwin  B., 
Jr.,  a  graduate  of  West  Point. 

Gov.  Winans  has  in  former  years  shown  himself 
capable  of  close  application  to  the  duties  which  lay 
before  him,  and  his  judicious  decisions  and  wise 
course  when  attempting  to  bring  about  a  worthy 
object,  are  well  known  to  those  who  are  acquainted 
with  the  history  of  the  State.  Although  it  is  often 
said  that  it  is  scarcely  safe  to  judge  of  a  man  until 
his  career  is  closed,  yet  Gov.  Winans  has  acted  his 
part  so  well  thus  far  in  life  that  he  is  confidently 
expected  to  add  to  the  credit  that  already  belongs 
to  the  great  commonwealth  of  Michigan,  and  which 
to  a  certain  extent  lies  in  the  hands  of  those  who 
have  been  and  are  its  chief  executives.  Among  his 
personal  characteristics  are  those  of  a  love  of  truth, 
justice  and  progress,  and  a  cordial,  kindly  spirit 
which  makes  warm  friends  and  stanch  adherents. 
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INTRODUCTORY. 


HE  time  has  arrived  when  it 
becomes  the    duty    of   the 
people  of  this  county  to  per- 
petuate the  names  of  their 
pioneers,  to  furnish  a  record 
of   their    early    settlement, 
and  relate  the  story  of  their 
progress.     The  civilization  of  our 
day,  the  enlightenment  of  the  age 
and  the  duty  that  men  of  the  pres- 
ent time  owe  to  their  ancestors,  to 
themselves  and  to  their  posterity, 
demand  that  a  record  of  their  lives 
and  deeds  should  be  made.  In  bio- 
graphical history  is  found  a  power 
"nstruct  man  by  precedent,  to 
enliven   the  mental  faculties,  and 
to  waft  down  the  river  of  time  a 
safe  vessel  in  which  the  names  and   actions  of  the 
people  who  contributed  to  raise  this  country  from  its 
primitive  state  may  be  preserved.  Surely  and  rapidly 
the  great  and  aged  men,  who  in  their  prime  entered 
the  wilderness  and  claimed  the  virgin    soil  as  their 
heritage,  are  passing  to  the:r  graves.  The  number  re- 
maining who  can  relate  the  incidents  of  the  first  days 
}f  settlement  is  becoming  small  indeed,  so  that  an 
actual  necessity  exists  for  the  collection  and  preser- 
vation of  events   without  delay,  before  all   the   early 
settlers  are  cut  down  by  the  scythe  of  Time. 

To  be  forgotten  has  been  the  great  dread  of  mankind 
from  remotest  ages.  All  will  be  forgotten  soon  enough, 
in  spite  of  their  best  works  and  the  most  earnest 
efforts  of  their  friends  to  perserve  the  memory  of 
their  lives.  The  means  employed  to  prevent  oblivion 
and  to  perpetuate  their  memory  has  been  in  propor- 
tion to  the  amount  of  intelligence  they  possessed. 
Th-  pyramids  of  Egypt  were  built  to  perpetuate  the 
names  and  deeds  of  their  great  rulers.  The  exhu- 
mations made  by  the  archeologists  of  Egypt  from 
buried  Memphis  indicate  a  desire  of  those  people 


to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  their  achievements. 
The  erection  of  the  great  obelisks  were  for  the  same 
purpose.  Coming  down  to  a  later  period,  we  find  the 
Greeks  and  Romans  erecting  mausoleums  and  monu- 
ments, and  carving  out  statues  to  chronicle  their 
great  achievements  and  carry  them  down  the  ages. 
It  is  also  evident  that  the  Mound-buUders,  in  piling 
up  their  great  mounds  of  earth,  had  but  this  idea— 
to  leave  something  to  show  that  they  had  lived.  All 
these  works,  though  many  of  them  costly  in  the  ex- 
treme, give  but  a  faint  idea  of  the  lives  and  charac- 
ters of  those  whose  memory  they  were  intended  to 
perpetuate,  and  scarcely  anything  of  the  masses  of 
the  people  that  then  lived.  The  great  pyramids  and 
some  of  the  obelisks  remain  objects  only  of  curiosity; 
the  mausoleums,  monuments  and  statues  are  crum- 
bling into  dust. 

It  was  left  to  modern  ages  to  establish  an  intelli- 
gent, undecaying,  immutable  method  of  perpetuating 
a  full  history— immutable  in  that  it  is  almost  un- 
limited in  extent  and  perpetual  in  its  action;  and 
this  is  through  the  art  of  printing. 

To  the  present  generation,  however,  we  are  in- 
debted for  the  introduction  of  the  admirable  system 
of  local  biography.  By  this  system  every  man,  though 
he  has  not  achieved  what  the  world  calls  greatness, 
his  the  means  to  perpetuate  his  life,  his  history' 
through  the  coming  ages. 

The  scythe  of  Time  cuts  down  all ;  nothing  of  the 
physical  man  is  left.  The  monument  which  his  chil- 
dren or  friends  may  erect  to  his  memory  in  the  ceme- 
tery will  crumble  into  dust  and  pass  away;  but  his 
life,  his  achievements,  the  work  he  has  accomplished, 
which  otherwise  would  be  forgotten,  is  perpetuated 
by  a  record  of  this  kind. 

To  preserve  the  lineaments  of  our  companions  we 
engrave  their  portraits,  for  the  same  reason  we  col- 
lect the  attainable  facts  of  their  history.  Nor  do  we 
think  it  necessary,  as  we  speak  only  truth  of  them,  to 
wait  until  they  are  dead,  or  until  those  who  know 
them  are  gone:  to  do  this  we  are  ashamed  only  to 
publish  to  the  world  the  history  of  those  whose  lives 
are  unworthy  of  public  record. 
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ARL  T.  CHURCH,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Merchants'  Na- 
tional Bank,  of  Charlotte, 
has  been  prominent  in  the 
history  and  affairs  of  Eaton 
County  for  a  period  of  nearly 
forty  years.  In  every  good 
a  public  nature  during  that 
time,  in  both  city  and  county,  his  name 
is  inseparably  connected,  and  in  numer- 
ous cases  his  personality  is  stamped 
upon  it.  His  natural  talent  as  a  finan- 
cier and  adviser,  together  with  his  broad 
and  progressive  public  spirit,  have  been 
potent  in  the  development  of  this 
locality,  and  are  still  largely  directing 
the  forces  which  enhance  its  welfare.  Mr.  Church 
comes  from  one  of  the  pioneer  families  of  Ohio. 
He  was  born  in  Seneca  County,  of  that  State,  Jan- 
uary 26,  1835.  His  parents  were  Earl  and  Calena 
(Titus)  Church.  His  mother  was  a  daughter  of 
Curtis  Titus,  and  was  born  in  February,  1808,  in 
Connecticut.  She  was  a  type  of  the  noble  self- 
sacrificing  women  who  having  capacity  and  endur- 
ance were  such  important  factors  in  settling  up  the 
great  Northwestern  Territory  in  the  first  part  of  this 
century.  To  her  constant  care  and  activity  in 
their  behalf  her  family  owed  much  in  the  way  of 
comfort  and  happiness  in  their  pioneer  home.  She 
was  an  expert  in  the  ijse  of  the  spinning  wheel,  and 


while  the  meals  were  being  cooked  before  the  fire 
in  a  huge  open  fire-place  her  hands  were  spinning 
the  yarn  to  clothe  the  family. 

The  father  was  born  January  28,  1798,  in  Sara- 
toga County,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  and  mar- 
ried June  14,  1827.  He  resided  in  Castile,  Genesee 
County,  until  1833,  when  he  removed  with  his  wife 
and  three  children,  to  the  primeval  wilds  of  Ohio. 
After  a  short  residence  in  Huron  County  he  located 
among  the  pioneers  of  Seneca  County,  buying  a 
tract  of  Government  land  in  Adams  Township. 
His  first  work  was  to  erect  a  log  cabin  for  the  shel- 
ter of  his  family,  which  was  the  regulation  pioneer 
abode  of  the  times,  with  a  chimney  of  earth  and 
sticks,  the  fireplace  occupying  the  greater  part  of 
one  end  of  the  house,  and  logs  six  feet  long  being 
burned  in  it.  It  was  in  such  an  humble  abode,  and 
surrounded  by  the  earliest  pioneer  environments, 
that  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born.  The 
surrounding  country  was  a  mere  wilderness,  with 
but  few  evidences  of  civilization,  there  being  no 
railroads  in  that  section  for  many  years  after,  the 
lake  ports  being  the  nearest  markets.  The  father 
was  a  man  of  superior  mental  calibre,  who  had 
been  well  educated,  and  his  services  were  sought 
as  a  pioneer  teacher  in  Seneca  County.  In  the 
month  of  August,  1849,  death  rounded  out  his  life, 
and  the  community  was  deprived  of  an  honored 
citizen  who  left  behind  him  a  record  unblemished, 
and  the  memory  of  an  upright  man  who  ha4  been 


192 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


true  in  all  the  relations  that  he  had  sustained  tow- 
ard others.  He  and  his  worthy  wife  were  the  par- 
ents of  eight  children,  viz.:  Danid  W.,  Lucinda, 
John  C,  Earl  T.,  Eleanor,  Harvej  W.,  Anna  and 
Charles  C,  our  subject  being  the  fourth. 

During  his  youth  Earl  T.  worked  on  the  farm  in 
the  summer  and  attended  school  in  the  winter,  his 
first  instruction  being  received  in  a  school  taught 
by  his  father.  After  his  father's  death  he  made  his 
home  with  his  uncle,  by  whom  he  was  employed  as 
a  farm  laborer  until  he  was  seventeen  years  old. 
At  that  time  he  entered  the  mercantile  world  as  a 
clerk  in  a  store  at  Fremont,  in  his  native  State.  A 
year  following  he  gave  up  that  position  and  de- 
cided to  try  his  fortune  in  the  Goirlen  State,  but 
while  on  his  way  was  taken  sick  at  St.  Joseph,  Mo., 
and  was  compelled  to  abandon  the  trip  further. 
Returning  to  Ohio,  he  remained  a  short  time  and 
iu  the  fall  of  1854  cast  in  his  lot  with  Michigan,  and 
has  ever  since  been  a  resident  of  Charlotte.  Upon 
arriving  here  his  time  was  employed  in  various 
kinds  of  work,  clerical  and  otherwise,  besides  a 
course  of  study  in  the  academy  and  serving  as  clerk 
in  the  office  of  County  Register  of  Deeds  for  three 
years. 

In  1858  Mr.  Church  embarked  for  himself  in 
business,  and  a  continuous  chain  of  active  business 
life  follows  that  venture  to  the  present  hour.  He 
opened  a  small  grocery  store  which  he  stocked  with 
goods  amounting  in  value  to  $300,  selling  a  part 
of  his  home  lot  in  part  payment,  while  owing  at 
the  same  time  $400  in  a  mortgage  upon  his  home. 
His  capacity  and  integrity  as  developed  drew  to 
him  the  best  people  of  village  and  country,  and 
from  that  time  until  1881  he  gave  his  principal 
attention  to  the  details  of  his  business,  and  became 
locally  celebrated  for  the  purity  of  the  goods  he 
sold  and  his  careful  attention  to  the  wholesome 
wants  of  his  customers.  Upon  this  question  of 
absolute  integrity  in  the  details  of  his  business 
relations,  he  was  always  noted.  Never  would 
he  permit  even  the  smallest  value  to  be  paid  for 
poor  goods  in  his  store  when  he  knew  it,  preferring 
rather,  when  necessary,  to  destroy  them  and  suffer 
the  loss  himself.  He  was  a  natural  enemy  to  adul- 
terations in  goods  as  well  as  in  character,  and 
people  soon  learned  that  it  was  not  necessary  to 


question  the  purity  of  goods  or  accuracy  of  ac- 
counts when  dealing  in  his  store.  Since  1881  he  has 
remained  with  the  business  only  as  a  silent  partner, 
but  it  is  yet  one  of  the  largest  and  finest  establish- 
ments of  the  kind  in  Eaton  County. 

In  December,  1884,  Mr.  Church  was  requested 
by  a  few  of  the  stockholders  of  the  Merchants' 
National  Bank  to  interest  himself  with  them,  as  his 
ability  and  experience  were  needed  in  the  counsels 
of  that  corporation.  His  consent  was  obtained, 
and  in  May,  1886,  he  assumed  the  active  manage- 
ment of  this  prosperous  institution,  and  has  con- 
tinued as  President  and  manager  since  that  time. 
His  executive  ability,  careful  and  conservative 
movements,  with  good  judgment  added,  have  no- 
where been  better  evinced  than  in  his  connection 
with  this  bank  in  the  responsible  position  he  occu- 
pies as  its  presiding  officer,  as  under  his  careful  and 
skillful  guidance  it  has  become  one  of  the  foremost 
monetary  institutions  in  this  part  of  the  State,  its 
prosperity  resting  on  a  sound  and  healthy  basis, 
and  enjoying  the  full  confidence  of  its  depositors 
and  all  who  have  dealings  with  it. 

But  President  Church  does  not  lose  the  spirit  of 
his  first  love,  as  he  finds  time  for  recreation  in  look- 
ing after  farm  work,  in  the  midst  of  his  other 
duties,  and  every  summer  devotes  considerable 
attention  to  his  farms  and  agricultural  interests. 
He  is  further  identified  with  the  financial  interests 
of  the  people,  as  he  loans*money  for  non-residents 
and  others,  and  is  prominently  connected  with 
various  enterprises  which  have  been  started  from 
time  to  time  for  the  furtherance  of  the  interests  of 
city  and  county. 

He  assisted  in  organizing  the  Charlotte  Manufac- 
turing Company,  and  was  elected  its  President  in 
1873,  which  position  he  has  held  ever  since.  When 
the  Eaton  County  Agricultural  Society  was  organ- 
ized he  took  an  active  interest  in  it,  and  the  society 
is  greatly  indebted  to  him  for  his  untiring  zeal  in 
its  welfare.  He  has  served  repeatedly  in  past 
years  as  Secretary  and  President  of  this  association, 
and  the  beautiful  grounds  are  largely  due  to  the 
energy  of  Mr.  Church,  who  led  squads  of  volun- 
teer laborers  day  after  day,  from  year  to  year,  in 
fitting  and  beautifying  the  same  for  its  present  era 
of  usefulness  and  profit  to  the  people  of  the  county. 
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Mr.  E.  8.  Lacey,  (present  Comptroller  of  the  Cur- 
rency) speaking  in  one  of  his  reports  of  the  exten- 
sive improvements  that  had  been  made  in  the 
grove,  said  that  unineteen-twentieths  of  the  credit 
was  due  to  the  unfaltering  zeal,  the  indomitable 
energy,  the  systematic  effort,  and  faultless  taste  of 
Mr.  Church.,, 

During  the  war  he  was  Enrolling  Commissioner 
and  Recruiting  Agent  for  his  town,  and  his  usual 
zeal  was  present  in  keeping  up  the  required  quota 
of  men,  and  in  many  other  ways  his  devotion  to 
the  Government  was  made  manifest.  The  Eaton 
County  Jail,  one  of  the  best  in  the  State,  was 
erected  under  his  and  Mr.  Lacey's  supervision,  Mr. 
Church  being  Chairman  of  the  Building  Committee, 
and  a  remarkable  fact  is  recorded  that  it  was  built 
for  a  less  sum  than  was  appropriated  for  that  pur- 
pose. His  city  is  greatly  indebted  to  him  for  its 
fine  public  library,  as  he  was  very  active  in  secur- 
ing its  establishment,  was  for  many  years  its  Presi- 
dent, and  still  takes  a  deep  interest  in  it.  He  is 
also  a  moving  spirit  in  the  Charlotte  Cemetery 
Association,  and  has  been  its  President  since  1873. 
In  politics  Mr.  Church  is  a  Democrat,  but  in- 
clined to  the  broad  and  advanced  ideas  of  a  frater- 
nal Nationalism.  He  is  thus  not  wedded  to  party 
issues  regardless  of  where  they  lead.  He  is  too 
broad  and  honest  for  a  first-class  modern  politician. 
When  only  twenty- one  years  of  age  he  was  elected 
Town  Clerk  and  held  that  position  many  years,  and 
in  1868  was  advanced  to  Supervisor,  and  re-elected 
each  year  thereafter  until  Charlotte  was  incorporated 
as  a  city.  He  was  elected  the  first  Treasurer  of 
Charlotte  and  handled  the  public  funds  until  1871, 
when  he  was  elected  President  of  the  village,  which 
'  was  incorporated  as  a  city  that  year.  He  was  Chair- 
man of  the  committee  that  drew  up  the  city  charter 
and  procured  its  adoption.  Under  this  charter  he 
was  elected  its  first  Supervisor,  and  the  following- 
year  was  advanced  to  the  Mayoralty.  In  1872  he 
was  the  candidate  of  his  party  for  the  Legislature, 
and  although  defeated  ran  beautifully  ahead  of  his 
ticket. 

Mr.  Church  is  a  prominent  Mason,  and  has  filled 
the  position  of  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  of 
the  fifth  Masonic  district,  embracing  Jackson,  Cal- 
houn, Barry  and  Eaton  Counties.     He  has  filled 


the  chair  of  Master  in  Charlotte  Lodge  several 
years,  and  was  elected  the  first  High  Priest  in  the 
Chapter.  He  is  now  Treasurer  of  his  Commandery 
of  Knights  Templar,  and  presiding  officer  of  the 
Council. 

To  the  lady  who  presides  over  his  home  and 
unites  with  him  in  extending  its  hospitalities,  Mr. 
Church  was  married  in  August,  1856.  Mrs. 
Church's  maiden  name  was  Emma  J.  Bouton,  her 
parents  being  pioneers  of  Eaton  County.  This 
union  brought  them  one  son,  Charles  E.,  who  now 
resides  in  Kansas  City.  With  all  of  the  public 
work  and  duties  to  which  Mr.  Church  has  been 
called  he  has  always  preserved  the  quiet,  unassum- 
ing and  modest  deportment  natural  to  him.  He 
worked  for  results  rather  than  personal  aggrandize- 
ment or  glory.  He  is  not  ambitious  as  the  world 
knows  ambition,  yet  is  untiring  in  his  devotion  to 
all  matters  pertaining  absolutely  to  the  public 
good.  He  belongs  to  that  great  minority  who 
seek  to  do  right  in  all  things  because  it  is  right, 
without  making  inquiries  about  rewards  or  punish- 
ments, therefore  he  could  not  be  other  than  liberal 
in  his  religious  convictions.  His  personal  sorrows 
and  griefs  are  always  borne  silently  and  alone,  and 
we  might  say  his  joys  also,  as  he  does  not  seek  to 
be  seen  and  known  of  men  except  so  far  as  good 
can  be  produced  from  it.  While  he  has  not 
amassed  a  large  fortune,  or  attained  great  distinc- 
tion, as  the  world  usually  measures  men,  he  has 
done  what  is  more  in  keeping  with  his  character; 
been  a  cheerful  giver,  an  earnest  worker  for  his 
fellows,  ever  modestly  working  out  his  destiny  with 
truth  upon  his  banner,  and  he  already  enjoys  the 
reward  of  his  good  works  by  securing  the  unbounded 
confidence  of  his  fellow-citizens. 


W.  HICKS,  of  Hastings,  Barry  County,  is 
a  son  of  Melancthon  W.  and  Sarah  (Fox) 
Hicks,  natives  of  New  York.  The  father 
was  a  custom-house  officer  at  Whitehall, 
and  came  to  Michigan  in  1844,  settling  in  Oakland 
County,  and  carried  on  a  store  and  flouring-mili. 
He  was  elected  a  Representative  of  his  county  one 
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term  by  the  Democrats.  At  the  breaking  out  of 
the  gold  fever  he  went  to  California  by  water,  and 
was  on  the  route  four  months.  He  was  gone  one 
year  and  was  quite  successful  in  accumulating  the 
dust.  After  his  return  he  purchased  a  farm  in  the 
township  of  Southfield  Center,  Oakland  County, 
this  State.  This  farm  he  cleared  and  improved, 
and  in  1868  sold  it  and  removed  to  Wenona,  now 
called  West  Bay  City,  where  he  purchased  real- 
estate  and  opened  a  flour  and  feed  store.  He  died 
in  1869  in  the  faith  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  Socially  he  was  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
order  at  Bedford,  Wayne  County.  The  wife  of 
this  honorable  gentleman  passed  away  at  an  ad- 
vanced age  in  1890,  at  West  Bay  City.  To  this 
couple  were  born  five  children,  four  of  whom  still 
survive:  George  D.,  now  deceased;  Charles  II.,  of 
Hastings,  is  engaged  in  farming;  William  F.  is  en- 
gaged in  the  ice  business  and  farming  at  Hastings; 
Emma  M.,  now  Mrs.  George  A.  Allen,  of  West  Bay 
City;  and  our  subject.  On  the  father's  side  of 
the  house  Mr.  Hicks  is  of  French  descent,  and  on 
the  mother's  side  of  English  descent. 

Mr.  Hicks  received  his  education  at  Ypsilanti  at 
the  Union  School,  and  afterward  returned  home  and 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  On  leaving  home 
he  went  to  Wenona,  now  West  Bay  City,  and  there 
clerked  for  Allan  &  Hicks.  After  the  death  of  his 
father,  he  with  his  brother  Charles  II.,  purchased 
the  business  and  ran  the  same  six  years  in  connec- 
tion with  a  grocer  store.  In  1871  they  started  a 
branch  store  at  Hastings.  There  Mr.  Hicks  pur- 
chased produce  and  shipped  to  West  Bay  City  un- 
til 1876.  He  then  sold  out  and  purchased  a  farm 
in  Hastings,  and  farmed  four  years.  He  subse- 
quently clerked  two  years,  and  then  traded  his  farm 
for  a  stock  of  goods.  During  the  years  prior  to 
1 889  there  had  been  a  number  of  changes  in  part- 
nership, the  firm  at  present  being  Hicks  &  Spence. 
They  do  an  extensive  business. 

Mr.  Hicks  was  married  November  3,  1876,  to 
Miss  Mary  Van  Annan,  a  daughter  of  George  and 
Betsey  Van  Arman.  To  this  couple  was  born  one 
son,  Ford  M.  Our  subject  is  a  stanch  supporter  of 
the  Democracy.  He  is  a  man  of  sagacity  and  clear- 
sightedness, and  always  favors  everything  that  will 
in  any  way  enhance  the  prosperity  of  his  township 


and  county.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  furniture 
factory  of  this  place,  and  has  helped  in  various  ways 
to  build  up  the  city.  His  pleasant  home  is  situated 
on  the  corner  of  Park  and  Walnut  Streets. 


UMPHREY  J.  CORWIN,  one  of  the  promi- 
nent farmers  of  Windsor  Township,  came 
to  Eaton  County  when  eighteen  years  old, 
H^)  and  for  about  thirty-six  years  has  aided  in 
its  development  and  progress.  He  has  seen  many 
changes  in  the  country,  the  once  wild  territory 
being  now  dotted  with  villages,  crossed  by  rail- 
roads and  made  into  fair  and  fruitful  farms.  His 
present  estate  consists  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  land  that  he  has  brought  from  a  primitive 
condition  to  one  of  improvement  such  that  the  in- 
come derived  therefrom  is  very  satisfactory.  Mr. 
Corwin  makes  a  specialty  of  sheep  and  feeds  as 
high  as  four  hundred  head  per  annum.  He  has 
shipped  more  stock  than  any  other  man  in  the 
township. 

The  birthplace  of  Mr. Corwin  was  Cayuga  County, 
N.  Y.,  his  natal  day  January  30,  1836,  and  his 
parents  Jeremiah  and  Ann  (Wing)  Corwin.  His 
father  was  born  in  New  York  and  is  now  living  in 
Montcalm  County,  this  State;  his  mother,  who 
died  in  1879,  was  born  in  Connecticut.  They  re- 
moved to  Huron  County,  Ohio,  in  1842,  and  in 
1854  came  to  this  State,  setting  up  their  home  in 
Eaton  County.  Beside  our  subject,  their  family 
included  Ann,  wife  of  Oliver  Hale,  living  in  Mont- 
calm County;  William,  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  War, 
now  a  resident  of  Detroit;  John,  an  old  soldier, 
now  living  in  Montcalm  County;  and  Rebecca, 
formerly  the  wife  of  G.  W.  Squiers,  who  died  in 
1870. 

The  present  wife  of  Mr.  Corwin  was  known  in 
her  maidenhood  as  Miss  Lois  Hanchett.  She  was 
born  in  Medina  County,  Ohio,  November  8,  1842, 
and  is  a  daughter  of  Amos  and  Sarah  (French) 
Hanchett,  who  were  early  settlers  in  the  Buckeye 
State.  Mr.  Corwin  bought  forty  acres  of  wild  land 
when  he  came  to  Eaton  County,  and  increased  his 
estate  by  good  management  and  frugal  living,  until 
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lie  was  able  to  carry  on  quite  extensive  agricultural 
operations.  He  is  in  the  main  self-educated,  bis 
entire  school  life  not  exceeding  a  year,  but  he  is 
well  informed  and  understands  what  is  transpiring 
in  the  business  and  political  world.  He  has  held 
several  offices,  such  as  Constable,  Drainage  Commis- 
sioner, and  Highway  Commissioner,  each  unsolicited 
and  unsought. 

In  looking  over  his  past  life  Mr.  Corwin  feels  a 
consciousness  that  his  labors  have  been  of  value 
in  securing  to  posterity  the  benefits  of  civilization, 
and  opening  up  an  agricultural  region  unsurpassed 
in  the  United  States,  and  with  his  personal  gain  he 
his  no  reason  to  be  displeased,  as  his  property  pro- 
vides him  with  every  comfort.  Politically,  Mr. 
Corwin  was  a  Republican  from  his  earliest  years 
until  the  Greenback  party  was  organized,  and  he 
then  joined  the  new  body.  He  has  good  standing 
among  his  fellow-rnen  and  is  a  quiet,  reliable 
citizen. 


ffi  ACOB  HARTOM,  in  whose  removal  from 
the  scenes  of  earth  Barry  County  lost  an 
estimable  citizen,  passed  away  May  4,  1886. 
For  nearly  forty  years  he  had  been  engaged 
in  farming  in  Assyria  Township  and  during  that 
period  he  had  changed  a  large  tract  of  land  from  a 
forest  to  a  line  farm,  where  a  large  handsome  resi- 
dence, ample  barns,  granaries,  etc.,  and  a  good 
windmill  testify  to  the  success  that  rewarded  his 
efforts  and  belief  of  the  family  in  home  comfort 
and  convenience. 

Mr.  Hartom  was  born  in  Otsego  County,  N.  Y., 
January  29,  1819,  and  was  the  second  in  a  family 
of  thirteen  children.  His  grandfather,  Jacob  Har- 
tom, was  born  in  Germany  and  came  to  America 
when  seventeen  years  old,  being  the  only  member 
of  the  family  who  emigrated.  He  located  in  New 
York  and  in  Allegany  County  his  son  Robert, 
father  of  our  subject,  was  born.  That  gentleman 
came  to  Washtenaw  County,  Mich.,  in  the  fall  of 
1834  and  six  years  later  removed  to  Assyria  Town- 
ship, Barry  County,  making  his  first  home  here  on 
section  25.  In  the  spring  of  1847  he  located  on 
section  15,  buying  an  eighty-acre  tract  which  he 


improved  and  tilled  until  his  death  in  1869.  His 
wife  was  Elizabeth  Russell,  who  was  born  in  New 
York,  and  whose  father,  William  Russell,  was  one 
of  the  earliest  settlers  in  Washtenaw  County,  this 
State,  and  died  there.  Mrs.  Hartom  died  at  the 
home  of  her  son,  our  subject,  in  December,  1884. 
Both  she  and  her  husband  belonged  to  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church. 

In  his  native  State  Jacob  Hartom  grew  to  the 
age  of  fifteen  years  and  then  accompanied  his  par- 
ents to  the  West.  In  Washtenaw  County  he  worked 
at  farming  and  blacksmithing,  spending  a  part  of 
his  time  there  even  after  his  father  removed  to 
Barry  County.  In  1847  he  and  his  brother  William 
bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  mak- 
ing payments  thereon  from  time  to  time,  and  when 
the  last  had  been  made,  dissolving  partnership. 
Our  subject  located  on  the  land  and  in  later  years 
added  to  it  until  the  estate  amounted  to  some  two 
hundred  and  seventy-eight  acres.  He  gave  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  to  two  sons,  leaving  one 
hundred  and  eighteen  acres  on  section  15,  and  forty 
on  section  23,  which  is  now  operated  by  his  widow 
and  youngest  son.  He  held  various  township 
offices  and  was  a  prominent  and  respected  citizen. 
Politically  he  was  a  Democrat.  He  was  a  Class- 
Leader  and  influential  member  of  the  Protestant 
Methodist  Church  at  Assyria. 

Mr.  Hartom  was  married  September  9,  1844,  in 
Washtenaw  County,  to  Miss  Miranda  Robinson, 
who  was  born  in  the  Empire  State.  Of  this  union 
there  were  born  two  sons — Wallace,  now  a  conduc- 
tor on  the  street  railway  at  Saginaw,  and  George,  a 
traveling  salesman,  who  makes  his  home  in  Battle 
Creek.  In  the  city  of  Marshall,  August  22,  1860, 
the  second  matrimonial  alliance  of  Mr.  Hartom  was 
contracted.  His  bride  on  this  occasion  was  Miss 
Elizabeth  Paddock,  a  lady  of  much  intelligence 
and  refined  tastes,  who  bore  him  two  children — 
Martha  and  Milton.  The  daughter  is  now  the  wife 
of  Melvin  Tuckerman,  the  proprietor  of  a  meat- 
market  in  Battle  Creek,  and  the  son  is  on  the  home 
farm. 

In  the  paternal  line  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Hartom  is  of 
German  lineage.  Her  grandfather,  Nicholas  Pad- 
dock, removed  from  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.,  to 
this  Stale  many  years  ago  an^   died   i$  Calhoun, 
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County.  His  occupation  was  farming  and  be  was 
a  volunteer  in  the  War  of  1812.  John  L.  Pad- 
dock, father  of  Mrs.  Ilartom,  was  born  in  New  York, 
April  21,  1804,  and  followed  his  father's  example 
in  chosing  a  vocation.  In  the  spring  of  1834  he 
came  to  this  State,  traveling  with  a  team  from 
Detroit  to  Calhotm  County  and  buying  property 
in  the  northern  part  of  Pennfield  Township.  He 
built  a  log  house  on  the  eighty  acres  of  wild  land, 
and  moved  into  the  building  when  it  had  neither 
doors  nor  windows  and  a  blanket  was  hung  in  the 
doorway  to  break  the  wind  and  scare  away  wolves. 
Having  no  means  Mr.  Paddock  cut  and  split  rails 
to  pay  for  the  land,  on  which  he  finally  placed 
many  conveniences.  He  was  a  radical  Republican 
in  his  political  beliefs  and  held  township  offices, 
such  as  Treasurer,  Highway  Commissioner  and  Jus 
tice  of  the  Peace;  he  died  August  11,  1881. 

The  mother  of  Mrs.  Hartom  was  born  in  Jeffer- 
son County,  N.  Y.,  May  12,  1810,  and  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Mary  M.  Benedict.  Her  father, 
Stephen  Benedict,  who  was  a  farmer,  spent  his  last 
days  in  Wisconsin,  and  died  at  the  home  of  a  grand- 
daughter in  Kenosha  in  1864.  They  were  of  En- 
glish descent.  Mrs.  Paddock  died  in  1843,  strong 
in  the  faith  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Her 
daughter  Elizabeth  was  thus  left  motherless  at  an 
early  age,  she  having  been  born  November  2,  1835, 
in  Emmet  Township,  Calhoun  County.  She  was 
reared  in  Pennfield  Township,  where  she  attended 
school  in  the  rude  log  house  which  was  the  best  the 
country  afforded  at  that  time.  She  made  good  use 
of  such  opportunities  as  she  had,  and  when  eight- 
een years  old  taught  a  term,  saving  her  wages  to 
pay  tuition  at  Olivet  Institute  the  ensuing  fall  and 
winter.  She  made  her  home  in  a  family  where  she 
worked  for  her  board,  and  thus  increased  her  store 
of  learning  and  at  the  same  time  cultivated  self- 
reliance.  After  concluding  her  studies  she  taught 
seven  terms,  six  of  them  in  the  township  that  is 
now  her  home,  but  continued  to  make  her  abode 
with  her  father  until  her  marriage. 

Mrs.  Hartom,  as  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  in  her 
vicinity,  has  a  large  circle  of  acquaintances,  among 
whom  her  reputation  is  firmly  established  as  that  of 
one  who  has  done  well  in  the  various  walks  of  life. 
She  is  a   member   of   tbe   Protestant    Methodist 


Church  in  Assyria,  and  belongs  to  the  Independent 
Order  of  Good  Templars,  for  which  she  has  been 
Lodge  Deputy.  She  is  in  sympathy  with  the  Pro- 
hibition party  and  does  what  she  can  to  hasten  the 
wheels  of  progress  in  the  temperance  cause  and 
and  other  good  wTorks. 


*"^- 


eLARISSA  KNAPEN.  This  work  would 
fail  in  its  idea  of  placing  before  its  readers 
and  patrons  in  Barry  County  the  life  his- 
tory of  its  noted  men  and  women,  were  we  to  omit 
the  name  of  Mrs.  Clarissa  Knapen,  who  is  so  well 
and  favorably  known  in  the  county.  Her  history 
will  be  of  more  than  ordinary  interest  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Barry  County,  where  she  was  reared,  from 
the  reason  that  she  came  to  this  county  many  years 
ago  and  has  both  watched  and  aided  in  its  growth 
and  development  to  its  present  condition  of  wealth 
and  beauty. 

Mrs.  Knapen  is  the  wife  of  Heman  I.  Knapen, 
a  native  of  the  Green  Mountain  State  who  opened 
his  eyes  to  the  light  December  24,  1817.  He  in 
his  early  days  was  engaged  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness, but  thinking  the  West  afforded  better  oppor- 
tunities for  his  work  he  moved  with  his  parents  and 
settled  in  Kalamazoo  County,  Mich.,  and  was  en- 
gaged in  farming.  He  shortly  afterward  removed 
to  this  county  and  kept  an  hotel  at  Hastings.  He 
was  united  in  marriage  with  our  subject  July  24, 
1843.  Becoming  dissatisfied  with  hotel  keeping  he 
engaged  for  a  short  time  in  the  mercantile  business 
which  he  afterward  sold.  He  filled  the  position  of 
Postmaster  of  Hastings  for  some  time.  In  politics 
he  adhered  to  the  Democracy.  He  was  a  man  of 
wealth,  owning  land  in  the  county  and  a  home  in 
the  city,  besides  other  property.  He  died  Septem- 
ber 11,  1854,  leaving  behind  him  the  record  of  a 
successful  and  honorable  career  and  a  memory  and 
name  worthy  the  respect  and  reverence  of  his  pos- 
terity. 

Our  subject  is  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Abigail 
(Bunnell)  Hotchkiss,  natives  of  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut. In  this  family  there  were  eleven  chil- 
dren, of  whom  our  subject  is  the  youngest  in  order 
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of  birth  save  one.  Mrs.  Knapen  is  the  only  one 
of  that  large  family  left,  her  sister  next  in  order  of 
birth,  Mrs.  Abraham  Kirk,  of  Oneida  County, 
N.  Y.,  having  died  March  29,  1891.  The  father 
of  Mrs.  Knapen  came  West  and  settled  in  Marshall, 
Calhoun  County,  this  State,  where  he  purchased 
land  and  remained  until  his  death.  The  mother 
died  in  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.  Mrs.  Knapen 
by  a  former  marriage  to  Alvin  Bailey  became  the 
mother  of  one  son,  Henry  H.,  who  resides  at 
Hastings.  He  owns  a  farm  of  forty  acres  within 
the  city  limits.  He  is  by  trade  a  printer,  employed 
in  the  Banner  office  at  Hastings. 

Mrs.  Knapen  is  one  of  the  Puritan  mothers  of 
Hastings,  working  in  all  prominent  movements  that 
will  further  its  advancement.  She  is  an  active 
worker  in  the  missionary  cause  and  an  ardent  ad- 
vocate of  temperance,  being  a  member  of  the 
Woman's  Christian  Temperance  Union  and  the 
Lodge  of  Good  Templars.  She  is  also  enrolled 
with  the  Daughters  of  Rebecca.  She  is  a  consistent 
and  faithful  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
with  which  she  has  been  connected  for  fifty  years. 
During  the  busy  days  of  her  eventful  life  she  has 
never  stepped  aside  from  duty  no  matter  how  hard 
the  task.  Benevolent  and  charitable,  she  gives  to 
the  poor  and  needy,  and  by  her  kindness  has  won 
a  large  circle  of  friends.  She  is  one  of  whom  it 
may  be  said,  "to  love  is  a  liberal  education." 


JiypELLY  BOS  WORTH  is  a  well-known  and 
(§|S\  prominent  farmer  and  stock-raiser  of  Eaton 
Vu^  County,  of  which  he  is  an  old  settler,  and 
\gj)  during  his  residence  here  of  forty  five 
years  or  more  he  has  actively  aided  in  making  it  a 
rich  agricultural  center,  and  has  cleared  and  im- 
proved a  tract  of  land,  finely  located  in  Chester 
Township,  which  when  it  came  into  his  possession 
was  heavily  timbered,  but  is  now  one  of  the  best 
equipped  and  most  productive  farms  in  this  local- 
ity. 

The  birthplace  of  our  subject  was  near  Albion, 
N.  Y.  ,and  he  was  born  January  1,  1824.  Luther 
Bosworth  was  the  name  of  his  father,  and    he  was 


also  a  native  of  New  York.  He  became  a  pioneer 
farmer  of  Ohio,  removing  to  the  northeastern  part 
of  that  State  in  1824.  In  1846  he  crossed  the 
border  and  became  a  resident  of  this  common- 
wealth, casting  in  his  lot  with  the  early  settlers  of 
Eaton  County.  He  made  his  home  here  the  rest  of 
his  life,  dying  in  1888  at  the  venerable  age  of 
eighty-four  years.  He  was  a  man  of  sincere  Chris- 
tian principles  and  for  many  years  was  a  devoted 
member  of  the  Disciple  Church.  The  paternal 
grandfather  of  our  subject  was  also  a  native  of 
New  York,  and  he  was  of  English  descent.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Lomyra  Kelly,  and  she  was  a  native  of  the  State 
of  New  York.  She  died  while  yet  in  the  prime  of 
womanhood  in  1821,  soon  after  the  family  settled 
in  Ohio.  Of  her  three  children,  one  is  now  liv- 
ing. 

As  Mr.  Bosworth,  the  subject  of  our  sketch,  was 
brought  up  on  a  farm,  he  early  gained  a  knowledge 
of  agriculture.  His  education  was  conducted  in 
the  rude  log  schoolhouses  of  early  pioneer  times, 
furnished  with  slab  seats,  provided  with  puncheon 
floors,  and  having  greased  paper  for  windows.  He 
remained  an  inmate  of  his  father's  household  until 
he  attained  his  majority,  and  then  in  the  vigor  of 
a  strong,  self-reliant  manhood  he  went  out  into  the 
world  to  make  his  own  way  in  it.  Possessed  of  a 
sound,  healthy  nature,  work  had  no  terrors  for  him, 
but  on  the  contrary  he  took  pleasure  in  it,  and 
especially  did  he  delight  in  felling  the  trees  of  the 
primeval  forests;  many  a  cord  of  wood  has  he 
chopped,  and  many  an  acre  of  land  cleared  and 
preprred  for  cultivation.  In  1845  he  left  his  early 
home  in  Ohio  where  he  had  lived  from  infancy, 
and  coming  to  Michigan,  he  has  ever  since  been  a 
citizen  of  Eaton  County.  He  bought  a  piece  of 
heavily-timbered  land  in  the  woods  by  the  old 
State  road,  lying  on  section  6,  Chester  Township. 
His  first  work  was  to  erect  a  log  house  and  prepare 
to  live  in  pioneer  style. 

After  he  had  established  his  dwelling  and  cleared 
a  patch  of  land  for  farming  purposes  Mr.  Bosworth 
returned  to  Ohio,  and  by  his  marriage  in  that  State 
in  August,  1850,  to  Miss  Almira  Bark  he  secured  a 
companion  and  a  capable  helpmate  to  assist  him  in 
the  upbuilding  of  a  home  in  the  wilderness,     Mrs, 
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Bos  worth  was  born  February  25,  1830,  in  one  of 
the  pioneer  homes  of  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  Francis 
and  Lucina  (Granger)  Bark,  who  were  natives  re- 
spectively of  Canada  and  New  York.  They  re- 
moved to  the  Buckeye  State  when  they  were  quite 
young,  and  there  Mr.  Bark  was  actively  engaged 
in  farming  for  many  years.  He  died  in  his  eighty- 
first  year,  leaving  behind  him  the  record  of  a  life 
well-spent.  He  was  a  firm  Christian  until  the  day 
of  his  death  and  a  member  of  the  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church.  Mrs.  Bark  who  attained  the  vener- 
able age  of  eighty-seven  years,  was  likewise  a 
member  of  the  same  church.  She  died  April  7, 
1891.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bos  worth  have  had  six  chil- 
dren, of  whom  the  following  is  recorded:  Granger 
F.,  is  married  and  is  well  settled  in  life  as  a  farmer 
in  Sunfield  Township;  Francis  F.  is  also  married 
and  prosperously  engaged  in  farming  in  Sunfield 
Township;  Lucina  L.,  is  the  wife  of  Lewis  Lem- 
mon,  a  farmer  of  Sunfield  Township;  Myron  K.,  is 
teaching  school ;  Charles  is  deceased;  and  Edwin 
L.  is  at  home  with  his  parents. 

Our  subject  is  a  typical  self-made  man,  as  all  that 
he  has  and  all  that  he  is,  he  owes  to  his  indomitable 
perseverance  in  overcoming  the  difficulties  in  the 
pathway  to  success,  and  his  strict  attention  to  his 
calling,  as  he  is  a  firm  believer  in  one  business  for 
one  man.  When  he  came  to  Michigan  his  only 
earthly  possessions  consisted  of  an  ax  and  a  shovel. 
He  wielded  these  with  good  effect  and  hewed  his 
way  to  a  substantial  fortune.  During  his  early 
life  here  he  experienced  many  of  the  hardships  and 
privations  incidental  to  pioneer  surroundings  in  a 
newly-settled  country.  His  sturdy  constitution 
enabled  him  to  endure  these  trials  with  fortitude, 
and  by  the  exercise  of  prudence,  thrift  and  indus- 
try, seconded  by  forethought  and  sound  judg- 
ment, he  acquired  a  goodly  amount  of  property, 
and  is  one  of  the  well-to-do  members  of  the  farm- 
ing community  of  Chester  Township.  He  found 
this  part  of  the  country  in  a  wild,  sparsely-settled 
condition,  with  plenty  of  deer  and  other  wild  game 
roaming  in  the  forests,  where  the  Indians  still  lin- 
gered. Our  subject  had  but  very  few  neighbors  in 
those  days,  as  there  were  only  three  houses  between 
his  dwelling  and  Charlotte,  a  distance  of  ten  miles. 
{Je,  has  Jived  to  se§  a  dig erent  order  of  things,  and 


in  this  now  well-developed  country  his  farm  is  one 
of  the  best  of  the  many  fine  homesteads  for  which 
this  region  is  justly  celebrated.  It  comprises  three 
hundred  acres  of  choice  land,  and  all  the  valuable 
improvements  upon  it  have  been  placed  there  by 
our  subject.  He  has  erected  large  and  convenient- 
ly-arranged buildings,  and  his  residence  is  commo- 
dious and  well  fitted  up. 

Mr.  Bos  worth  possesses  a  strong,  well-balanced 
mind,  and  those  traits  of  character  which  command 
respect  in  the  business  world  and  give  him  the  es- 
teem of  his  feiJow-citizens.  He  has  always  been 
actively  interested  in  politics,  is  a  firm  supporter 
of  the  Republican  party,  is  never  absent  from  any 
of  the  local  caucuses,  and  is  perhaps  as  well-in- 
formed on  all  of  the  political  issues  of  the  day  as 
any  man  in  the  township.  Socially  he  is  connected 
with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and 
the  Grange. 


j^pfLLEN    W.    BETTS    is    a  highly-respected 
^/  v     niemDer  of  tne  agricultural  community  of 
I    A    Eaton    County,    and    is    conducting    his 
H^  farming  and  stock-raising  operations  on  a 

well-ordered  farrr,  which  is  pleasantly  located  in 
Chester  Township.  He  is  a  native  of  Columbiana 
County,  Ohio,  born  May  20,  1847.  John  Betts, 
his  father,  was  born  in  Westmoreland  County,  Pa., 
in  1803.  lie  came  of  sterling  Revolutionary  stock, 
being  the  grandson  of  a  soldier  in  the  War  for  In- 
dependence. The  great-great-grandfather  of  our 
subject  was  a  German  by  birth,  and  came  from  the 
Fatherland  in  Colonial  times,and  settled  in  German- 
town,  Pa.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject  whose 
name  wns  Christian  Betts,  was  born  and  reared  in 
Pennsylvania.  He  removed  to  Ohio  in  the  early 
days  of  its  settlement  and  passed  his  remaining 
years  in  that  State.  John  Betts  was  a  small  boy 
when  his  parents  settled  in  the  primeval  wilds  of 
the  Buckeye  State.  He  grew  to  maturity  there 
and  in  due  time  was  married  to  Miss  Nancy  Alli- 
son, who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1802.  She 
wa§  a,  consistent  Christian,  a  member  of  the  fres^ 
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byterian  Church,  and  remained  true  to  the  faith 
until  her  death  in  1877.  Her  ancestors  came  from 
Ireland  to  this  country  many  years  ago. 

In  1852  the  Betts  family  came  to  Eaton  County 
and  established  a  home  in  Chester  Township.  The 
father  bought  a  tract  of  wild  land  which,  with  the 
aid  of  his  children,  he  developed  into  a  good  farm 
in  the  years  of  toil  that  followed  his  settlement 
here.  He  died  in  1870,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven 
years,  leaving  behind  him  an  honorable  record  of 
a  well-spent  life.  He  was  a  valuable  citizen,  one 
who  could  be  implicitly  trusted,  and  he  was  called 
upon  to  help  administer  the  local  government.  He 
was  Township  Treasurer,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
and  held  other  public  offices  of  trust.  * 

Allen  W.  Betts  is  one  of  eight  children,  seven  of 
whom  are  living.  He  early  gained  a  knowledge  of 
farming  under  his  father's  instruction,  and  as  he 
grew  older  became  a  valuable  assistant  to  him  in 
operating  the  old  homestead,  of  which  he  took 
charge  after  his  father's  death.  When  the  family 
came  here  the  surrounding  country  still  retained 
much  of  its  primeval  wildness,  and  deer,  wolves 
and  other  wild  animals  that  are  not  now  seen  in 
these  parts,  then  haunted  the  forests  and  prairies. 
Our  subject  received  good  educational  advan- 
tages, laying  the  foundation  of  his  education  in 
the  rude  log  schoolhouses  of  pioneer  times,  and 
completing  it  by  a  thorough  course  of  study  at  a 
good  select  school  at  Grand  Ledge,  Mich.  He 
became  a  proficient  scholar,  as  he  was  a  devoted 
student,  and  he  especially  excelled  in  mathematics. 
He  might  then  have  prepared  himself  for  one  of 
the  professions,  but  life  held  for  him  a  sacred  duty 
in  the  care  of  his  parents,  who  had  so  tenderly 
reared  him,  and  as  he  could  nowhere  do  it  so  well 
as  in  their  old  home,  he  resolutely  put  aside  all 
thoughts  of  honors  that  he  might  gain  elsewhere 
and  devoted  himself  to  farming  on  the  old  home- 
stead, continuing  its  management  after  his  father's 
death.  He  has  deservedly  prospered  in  his  call- 
ing as  a  general  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  and 
has  a  fine  farm  of  one  hundred  acres  of  highly  pro- 
ductive land.  He  raises  a  good  grade  of  horses, 
and  has  his  farm  well  stocked  with  other  stock. 

Our  subject  has  been  blessed  by  a  good  wife,  to 
whom  he   was  married   in   1883.     They    are  both 


well-esteemed  by  the  entire  community  for  their 
many  good  qualities  of  head  and  heart.  Mr.  Betts 
is  a  Democrat  in  politics  and  is  in  every  way  a  thor- 
oughly good  citizen.  Mrs.  Betts  is  a  sincere  mem- 
ber of  the  Catholic  Church.  She  is  a  native  of 
Massachusetts,  and  her  maiden  name  was  Lucy 
McDonald.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Patrick  and 
Mary  McDonald,  natives  of  Ireland,  who  came  to 
this  country  when  the  great  famine  prevailed  in 
the  land  of  their  birth.  Mrs.  McDonald  was  left 
an  orphan  at  the  age  of  eleven  years,  and  then  lived 
in  an  aristocratic  family,  with  whom  she  remained 
until  her  marriage.  She  is  still  living,  and  three  of 
her  children  have  been  spared  to  bless  her  old  age. 
The  McDonalds  were  reared  in  the  faith  of  the 
Catholic  Church,  and  have  always  remained  faith- 
ful members.  They  first  settled  in  Massachu- 
setts, whence  they  came  in  the  '50s  to  Michigan. 
After  living  awhile  in  Marshall,  they  took  up 
their  residence  in  Charlotte  when  it  was  only  a 
log  town.  Mr.  McDonald,  who  was  a  black- 
smith by  trade,  having  served  his  apprenticeship 
in  boyhood  when  he  was  so  small  that  he  had  to 
stand  on  a  box  to  work  the  bellows,  opened  a  shop 
which  is  still  standing,  an  old  landmark,  and  did  a 
flourishing  business,  people  patronizing  him  from 
far  and  near.  He  was  thus  identified  with  the 
growth  and  settlement  of  Charlotte,  and  a  much 
respected  citizen  was  removed  from  the  scene  of 
his  usefulness  at  his  death  in  March,  1871. 


ON.  HOMER  G.  BARBER.  This  gentle- 
Jj  man  has  been  in  the  mercantile  business  in 
n#  Eaton  County  longer  than  any  other  man 
(III  now  living,  and  is  today,  as  he  always  has 
been,  a  most  active  business  man.  He  is  located 
at  Vermontville,  where  the  firm  of  Barber,  Ambrose 
&  Rockwell,  carries  the  largest  stock  of  goods  in 
the  county,  including  all  kinds  of  general  mer- 
chandise. The  senior  partner  engaged  in  mer- 
chandising here  in  1853  and  the  business  has  been 
carried  on  continually  since,  although  for  some 
time  Mr.  Barber  resided  elsewhere.  The  ill  health 
of  some  members  of  his  family  made  residence  in 
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the  South  desirable,  and  he  built  a  fine  home  in 
Atlanta,  Ga.,  and  made  that  his  place  of  abode  for 
two  years.  He  did  not  however  dispose  of  his  in- 
terests in  Vermontville,  and  about  1886  he  returned 
hither  and  again  gave  his  personal  attention  to  his 
affairs  here.  Besides  his  mercantile  establishment 
he  has  been  carrying  on  a  bank,  having  first  begun 
this  financial  operation  about  twenty  years  ago. 
Beginning  life  as  a  poor  boy,  he  has  displayed 
such  peculiar  ability  that  he  seems  to  have  the  real 
Midas  touch  that  turns  everything  in  his  hands  to 
gold. 

The  birthplace  of  Hon.  Mr.  Barber  was  Benson, 
Rutland  County,  Vt.,  and  his  natal  day  November 
25,  1830.  He  is  the  second  of  four  children  born 
to  Edward  II.  and  Rebecca  (Griswold)  Barber, 
with  whom  he  came  to  Yermontviile  in  the  summer 
of  1839.  His  grandfather,  David  Barber,  was  the 
first  settler  of  Benson,  Vt.,  locating  in  1792,  and 
putting  up  the  first  grist  and  saw  mill  and  also  the 
first  dwelling  in  that  place.  There  the  father  of 
our  subject  was  born  in  1794  and  there  he  grew  to 
man's  estate  and  married.  The  journey  to  this 
State  was  made  laboriously,  eight  days  being  con- 
sumed in  traversing  the  country  from  Detroit  to 
Vermontville  with  an  ox-team,  a  distance  that  can 
now  be  crossed  in  less  than  four  hours.  The  father 
took  up  a  tract  of  heavy  timber  land,  a  large  por- 
tion of  which  he  cut  awav  with  his  own  hands.  He 
put  up  the  first  saw  mill  in  the  place,  and  carried 
on  farming  until  he  rested  from  his  earthly  labors 
in  1866.  He  was  prominent  in  local  politics,  was 
largely  instrumental  in  establishing  the  first  school 
at  Vermontville  and  in  the  organization  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church.  A  liberal  and  public-spirited 
man,  his  interest  in  the  place  has  been  transmitted 
to  his  son,  our  subject. 

Homer  G.  Barber  was  mainly  educated  in  the 
old  Vermontville  Academy  under  the  tutorship  of 
the  Rev.  William  Benedict.  His  early  life  up  to 
seventeen  years  of  age  was  spent  on  the  farm,  and 
he  then  went  to  Kalamazoo,  where  for  two  years  he 
had  charge  of  the  post-office  under  Postmaster 
Ransom.  The  news  of  the  discovery  of  gold  in 
California  led  Mr.  Barber  to  the  coast,  whither  he 
went  via  Cape  Horn  in  1849.  He  remained  two 
years  engaged  in  mining,  and  met  with  good  suc- 


cess, being  able  to  bring  back  with  him  a  fair 
amount  of  %<dust."  Upon  his  return  to  his  old 
home  he  followed  farming  about  two  years,  then 
embarked  as  a  merchant.  Not  long  after  opening 
his  private  bank  he  left  his  business  in  good  hands 
and  removed  to  Jackson,  where  he  was  interested 
in  a  furniture  factory,  being  Manager  and  Treas- 
urer four  years.  He  then  sold  out  his  interest 
there  and  went  South  as  before  mentioned.  Since 
his  return  to  the  North  he  has  become  interested  in 
other  enterprises  as  a  silent  partner  and  he  also 
owns  several  farms  and  valuable  town  property. 
For  years  he  has  been  a  leader,  not  only  in  the 
commercial  but  the  civil  life  of  Vermontville,  and 
his  excellent  judgment,  true  public  spirit  and 
great  liberality  entitle  him  to  the  front  rank  among 
her  citizens. 

Mr.  Barber  has  held  numerous  village  and  town- 
ship offices,  and  for  many  years  was  not  allowed  to 
retire  from  public  service  but  was  retained  in  some 
capacity  or  other  by  his  fellow- men.  In  1869  he 
was  elected  to  the  State  Senate,  representing  Eaton 
and  Barry  Counties  in  the  session  of  1869-70  and 
the  special  session  of  1871.  He  was  elected  on  the 
Republican  ticket,  having  been  a  member  of  that 
party  from  its  organization.  As  he  believes  in 
tariff  for  revenue  only,  he  now  casts  his  vote  with 
the  Democrats.  While  in  the  Senate  he  introduced 
a  bill  to  compel  all  railroads  in  Michigan  to  carry 
in  each  passenger  car  a  bucket,  ax,  saw,  pick  and 
hammer  for  use  in  case  of  accidents,  and  this  bill 
became  a  law.  At  the  expiration  of  his  term  Mr. 
Barber  was  solicited  to  accept  a  second,  but  declined 
the  nomination.  In  1888  he  was  nominated  on  the 
Democratic  ticket,  much  against  his  wish,  but  as 
the  district  is  strongly  Republican  he  was  defeated 
by  a  small  majority. 

Although  not  a  member  of  any  religious  denom- 
ination, Mr.  Barber  is  a  Trustee  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  at  Vermontville  and  aids  it  and  other 
societies  in  various  lines  of  work.  Socially  he  is  a 
Mason,  being  one  of  the  charter  members  of  Ver- 
montville Lodge,  No.  232,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and 
identified  with  the  Chapter  and  Commandery  at 
Charlotte.  He  was  the  first  Master  of  the  Blue 
Lodge  and  now  occupies  that  Chair.  He  is  a  well- 
informed  man,  able   to  present  his  views  clearly, 
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has  agreeable  manners  ancTthe  dignity  and  cour- 
tesy of  the  old  school  gentleman. 

The  beautiful  residence  occupied  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Barber  is  the  finest  in  the  town  and  is  pleas- 
antly located  in  the  western  part,  amid  surround- 
ings in  keeping  with  the  abundant  means  and  good 
taste  of  the  owner.  It  is  presided  over  by  the  lady 
who  became  Mrs.  Barber  in  1853  and  who  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Lucy  C.  Dwight.  She  was 
born  in  Niagara  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1834,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Perry  D.  and  Lucy  H.  (Hamilton) 
Dwight,  natives  of  Massachusetts.  Her  father  died 
in  the  Empire  State,  and  her  mother  brought  her 
family  to  the  West  in  the  early  days  of  Eaton 
Count3r,  and  located  in  Yermontville.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Barber  are  the  parents  of  three  children  but 
have  only  one  son  living.  This  is  Edward  D.,  a 
hardware  merchant  in  Vermontville,  who  married 
Miss  Frankie  Dancer  and  has  two  sons — Vance  and 
Keith.  The  first-born  of  our  subject  and  his  wife, 
Ida  L.,  was  the  wife  of  Fred  A.  Hull,  who  now 
lives  in  Asheville,  N.  C.  Jennie  G.  died  when  four 
years  old.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barber  had  an  adopted 
daughter,  Louise  L,  but  she  too  is  now  deceased. 
She  was  the  wife  of  Will  C.  Alsover,  formerly  of 
Atlanta,  Ga.,  but  now  cashier  of  Mr.  Barber'?  bank 
in  Vermontville.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alsover  had  one 
child — Ned — now  a  lad  of  four  years. 


*E 


ARREN  J.  WILLIAMS.  Too  much  praise 
can  scarcely  be  given  to  those  who  after 
WW  years  of  toil  at  last  rest  in  the  full  fruition 
of  their  hopes  of  fortune  and  secure  from  want 
remain  in  their  pleasant  homes,  blessed  by  the  love 
and  devotion  of  their  children.  Such  may  fee  said 
of  the  gentleman  above  named,  who  by  his  industry 
and  perseverance  has  been  rewarded  as  the  career 
of  such  honorable  and  successful  men  deserve. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  sketch  was  born 
in  the  town  of  Batavia,  Genesee  County,  N.  Y., 
February  18,  1823.  He  was  the  son  of  Jacob  and 
Christiana  (Barrett)  Williams,  natives  of  England 
and  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  respectively.  He  lived 
on  the  homestead  in  Genesee  County  until  twenty- 


one  years  old.  He  then  worked  out  at  odd  jobs 
for  a  time  before  coming  West.  His  father  said  to 
him  the  day  he  was  twenty- one  years  old:  uNow 
you  are  of  age  and  must  look  out  for  yourself  and 
earn  your  own  living.  If  you  get  in  any  scrape 
you  will  bear  the  shame  yourself.  You  have  never 
done  anything  wrong  and  I  hope  you  never  will." 
Our  subject  was  very  much  affected  by  his  father's 
stern  advice  and  felt  as  if  he  had  not  a  friend  in 
the  world. 

Thinking  the  West  afforded  a  better  opening  for 
the  energies  of  a  young  man  he  came  to  Barry 
County  in  1854,  settling  in  Prairieville  Township, 
purchasing  eighty  acres  of  fertile  and  productive 
land  partially  improved,  there  being  a  log  house 
upon  the  place.  He  cleared  the  farm  and  lived 
there  until  1887  when  he  removed  to  Hastings  and 
purchased  a  fine  home  on  the  corner  of  Grand  and 
Broadway  Streets  where  he  now  lives.  While  liv- 
ing on  the  farm  he  purchased  one  hundred  acres 
more  of  land  and  on  this  place  he  built  a  house 
costing  $4,000,  fine  and  substantial  barns  and  car- 
ried on  general  farming,  setting  out  fruit  trees,  etc. 
He  also  purchased  a  place  at  Petoskey,  in  Emmet 
County,  where  he  built  a  summer  resort  at  which 
he  spends  about  four  months  each  year. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  led  to  the  hymeneal 
altar  Miss  Ann  Backus,  of  Genesee  County,  N.  Y., 
a  daughter  of  J.  M.  and  Sarah  (Sutton)  Backus,  in 
1847.  The  father  and  mother  of  Mrs.  Williams 
were  natives  of  New  York.  The  father  was  a 
farmer  and  came  West  in  1875,  settling  at  Prairie- 
ville, Barry  County,  where  he  lived  a  retired  life 
until  his  death  in  1878.  The  mother  survived  her 
husband  but  one  week  when  she,  too,  passed  to  the 
land  beyond.  This  couple  reared  nine  children, 
five  of  whom  are  now  living — Columbus,  Harvey, 
Mrs.  Ann  Williams,  Nettie  and  Harriet  (Mrs.  Dur- 
key). 

Jacob  Williams  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812, 
enlisting  as  a  drummer  boy.  He  was  a  consistent 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  his  wife  being 
a  member  of  the  same  church.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  six  children — Warren  J.,  George  W.,  Sam- 
uel, John  B.,  Lewis,  Mary  (Mrs.  Barrett),  all  of 
whom  reside  in  this  county.  The  father  was  a 
Republican  in  politics.     Our  subject  and  his  wife 


202 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


were  blessed  by  the  birth  of  one  child,  Harvey  W. 
who  married  Frances  Mareau.  They  became  the 
parents  of  three  children,  one  son  and  two  daugh- 
ters: Belle  died  in  infancy;  Hart  died  aged  seven- 
teen  years;  he  was  a  promising  youth  in  whom  the 
parents  and  grandparents  took  great  pride.  The 
only  living  child,  Hattie,  is  residing  with  her  par- 
ents in  Prairieville.  Mr.  Williams'  adherence  is 
given  to  the  Republican  party;  he  is  looked  upon 
with  respect  by  his  fellow-men  as  an  honorable 
citizen  and  kindly  man,  while  the  lovable  disposi- 
tion and  pleasing  manners  of  his  wife  win  many 
friends. 


IRAM  GRIDLEY.  Scant  justice  would  be 
done  to  those  who  have  made  Eaton  County 
what  it  is  to-day  were  we  to  omit  from 
this  volume  an  epitome  of  the  lifeof  Hiram 
Gridley.  He  is  now  numbered  among  the  inde- 
pendent farmers  of  Kalamo  Township,  although  he 
is  as  well  known  by  his  connection  with  saw  and 
grist  milling  as  he  is  as  an  agriculturist.  The 
handsome  property  upon  which  he  resides  consists 
of  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  section  21, 
through  which  Herring  Creek  flows.  A  water  ram 
carries  the  water  to  the  barns,  five  in  number, 
and  all  the  latest  improved  machinery  and  modern 
conveniences  are  to  be  found  about  the  estate.  A 
large  sugar  grove  and  fruitful  orchard  add  much 
to  the  beauty  of  the  property  and  greatly  increase 
its  value. 

Curtis  Gridley,  grandfather  of  Hiram,  was  a  na- 
tive of  Connecticut  and  an  early  settler  in  Cort- 
land County,  N.  Y.,  where  his  son  Reuben  was 
born.  The  latter  followed  his  sire's  example  in 
taking  up  farm  work  and  he  also  ran  saw  and  grist 
mills  and  a  distillery.  In  1834  he  came  to  Calhoun 
County,  this  State,  and  entered  land  near  Homer 
where  he  spent  the  remnant  of  his  days.  His  father 
also  died  there.  Reuben  Gridley  married  Olive 
Herring,  a  native  of  Cortland  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
she  too  died  at  Homer.  Her  father  came  to  this 
State  many  years  ago  and  died  in  Barry  County. 
It  will  thus  be  seen  that  Hiram  Gridley  is  closely 


connected  with  several  pioneer  workers  in  this  part 
our  great  commonwealth,  and  we  find  upon  in- 
quiry that  he  began  his  own  work  here  some  time 
before  he  had  reached  his  majority. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  is  the  first- 
born of  eleven  children  and  opened  his  eyes  to  the 
light  in  Cortland  County,  N.  Y.,  February  5, 1816. 
During  his  boyhood  and  early  youth  he  enjoyed 
the  school  privileges  that  were  then  known  in  the 
section  and,  like  other  lads,  learned  how  to  bear 
a  hand  in  the  work  that  was  being  done  by  his 
father.  He  sawed  lumber  when  but  sixteen  years 
old  and  also  gained  much  practical  knowledge 
of  farming.  When  eighteen  he  came  hither  with 
his  parents  and  remained  with  them  on  the  farm 
near  Homer,  Calhoun  County,  until  1845.  He 
then  came  to  Eaton  County  with  a  capital  of 
$1,000  and  bought  the  land  upon  which  he  is 
living.  It  was  a  heavily  timbered  tract  upon 
which  not  a  stick  had  been  cut,  and  there  were 
but  four  houses  then  standing  between  Bellevue 
and  Vermontville.  ♦  He  began  with  eighty  acres  of 
land,  to  which  he  has  added  as  fast  as  possible, 
and  which  showed  marked  improvement  from  time 
to  time.  So  much  timber  stood  in  this  country  and 
so  little  value  was  placed  upon  it  that  he  sold  walnut 
for  $8  per  M.  He  brought  fifty  swarms  of  bees  with 
him  and  was  a  successful  apiarist.  He  carries  on 
stock-raising  as  well  as  ordinary  farming,  and  has 
high  grades  of  domestic  animals,  his  flock  of  sheep 
being  over  five  hundred. 

In  1852  Mr.  Gridley  put  up  a  steam  sawmill 
which  he  ran  about  ten  years.  He  then  sold  it 
and  it  was  moved  to  Vermontville  where  it  still 
stands.  Two  years  after  engaging  in  this  enterprise 
with  his  brother  Reuben  they  built  the  first  steam 
gristmill  in  this  vicinity  and  did  a  large  custom 
business,  running  four  stones.  They  made  money 
in  this  way,  but  sold  the  mill  during  the  war,  and 
it  too  was  moved  to  Vermontville  and  is  now  run- 
ning there.  After  disposing  of  that  business  Mr. 
Gridley  gave  his  exclusive  attention  to  farming 
for  a  few  years,  but  finally  put  up  his  present  saw- 
mill, which  is  run  by  steam,  having  an  engine  of 
forty -horse  power,  and  cuts  one  thousand  feet  per 
hour.  It  must  not  be  supposed  that  Mr.  Grid- 
ley's  success  has  come  from  good  luck.     On  the 
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contrary  it  has  been  gained  at  the  expense  of  deep 
thought,  earnest  consideration  of  ways  and  means 
and  unflagging  industry. 

In    Potter   County,    Pa.,  August  25,  1840,    the 
solemn  ceremony  that  united  the  lives  and  fortunes 
of  Hiram  Gridley  and   Betsey  Warrick  took  place. 
The   bride  was    the  sixth   child  born  to   Thomas 
and  Phebe  (Lyon)  Warrick,  both  of  whom   were 
born  in  Connecticut.     In  that  State   both  Grand- 
father Warrick  and  Grandfather  Lyon   lived  and 
died.     Thence  Mrs.  Gridley's   father  removed   to 
Madison  County,  N.  Y.,  where   he  was  engaged  in 
milling,  and   where    he    died  when  but  forty-nine 
years   old.     His    widow   subsequently  came  West 
and  died  in  Eaton  County  when   eighty-six  years 
old.     She  was   a   conscientious    Christian  and  be- 
longed to  the  Baptist  Church.     Mrs.  Gridley  was 
born    in    Madison  County,   N.    Y.,  September    3, 
1819,  and  reared  on  a  farm  there.     She   received 
an  excellent  education    and    when  nineteen  years 
old  began  teaching    in  the   vicinity  of  her   home. 
After  a  short  time  she  went  to  Potter  County,  Pa., 
where  she  was  similarly  engaged  until  her  marriage. 
The  family  of  our  subject  and   his  amiable  wife 
numbered  eight  children,  but  two  of    whom    are 
now  with   their  parents.     Mary  was  formerly  the 
wife  of  H.  Davis,  but  is  now  deceased;  Ella  mar- 
ried George    Hyden  and    lives    in    the    village  of 
Kalamo;  Estella  is  the  wife  of  John   Webber   and 
their  home  is  in  Otoe  County,  Neb.;  Isadore  died 
in  California;  Eoline  is  still  a  member  of  her  par- 
ents'   household;    Elbert   is    associated    with    his 
father  in    carrying  on   the    home  farm    and    saw- 
mill; Jane  died  in   1880;  Walter  lived  but  a   few 
3'ears. 

Mr.  Gridley  long  since  decided  that  the  Demo- 
cratic platform  incorporated  the  best  principles  of 
governmental  polity,  and  he  therefore  conscien- 
tiously supports  it  and  has  aided  the  party  by 
serving  as  a  delegate  to  county  conventions.  He 
served  as  Township  Treasurer  four  years  and  for  a 
long  period  was  Commissioner  of  Highways.  No 
man  in  the  township  has  taken  a  deeper  interest  in 
the  well-being  of  the  people  than  Hiram  Gridley, 
and  none  are  more  highly  spoken  of  or  better  de- 
serving of  commendation.  One  of  the  chief  ways 
in  which  he  has  elevated   the  standard  of  society 


is  in  his  temperance  work,  which  has  been  earnest 
and  unremitting.  He  is  now  a  d emitted  member 
of  the  Independent  Order  of  Good  Templars. 
He  organized  lodges  of  that  order  here  and  did 
much  good  thereby,  saving  many  from  further 
progress  on  the  downward  career  that  would  other- 
wise have  ended  in  a  drunkard's  grave. 


)EV.  HORATIO  QUINCY  BUTTERFIELD, 
%(  D.  D.,  is  of  Puritan  and  Revolutionary 
i  stock.  His  first  ancestor  in  this  country 
was  Benjamin  Butterfield,  who  came  to 
Charleston,  Mass.,  in  1638.  His  paternal  great- 
grandfather, Ebenezer  Butterfield,  of  Dunstable, 
Mass.,  with  his  six  sons  enlisted  in  the  strug- 
gle which  made  our  country  a  nation.  His  grand- 
father, Jesse  Butterfield,  a  Minute  Man,  and 
according  to  local  annals,  "the  most  patriotic  of 
this  patriotic  family,"  reached  Lexington  on  the 
morning  of  the  battle,  before  the  bodies  of  the  slain 
patriots  had  been  taken  from  the  field;  was  later  at 
Bunker  Hill,  and  served  through  the  war.  Then, 
making  his  way  on  horseback  into  the  wilderness  of 
Maine,  he  cleared  and  dwelt  upon  one  of  the  finest 
farms  upon  the  banks  of  the  Sandy  River,  in  what 
is  now  the  beautiful  town  of  Farmington.  There 
he  reared  a  family  of  four  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters. 

The  second  son,  Asa,  succeeding  to  the  home- 
stead, in  his  turn  brought  up  a  vigorous  family  of 
nine  children,  the  seven  boys  of  which,  supplement- 
ing farm  work  with  teaching  school  during  the 
winter  seasons,  found  their  way — three  of  them 
through  college,  and  all  of  them  through  careers 
of  usefulness  and  honor  in  different  parts  of  the 
great  West.  The  youngest,  Charles  Henry,  inter- 
rupting his  law  studies  to  enlist  as  a  private  in  the 
War  of  the  Rebellion,  held  the  rank  of  Colonel  at 
its  close,  and  is  now  a  leading  lawyer  at  Evansviile, 
Ind. 

Horatio  Quincy,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  Pres- 
ident of  Olivet  College,  at  Olivet,  Eaton  County, 
was  born  August  5,  1822,  was  fitted  for  college  at 
the   Farmington  Academy  under  the  tuition  of  the 
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distinguished  preceptor,  Alexander  H.  Abbott,  and 
was  graduated  at  Harvard  in  1848,  fourth  in  his 
class,  the  last  to  receive  their  diplomas  from  Ed- 
ward Everett.  Having  taught  a  private  school  for 
boys  two  years  at  Roxbury,  now  Boston  Highlands, 
he  entered  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Bangor, 
Me.,  in  1850,  and  was  graduated  in  1853.  Imme- 
diately he  began  to  serve  the  Congregational 
Church  at  St.  Stephen,  N.  B.,  and  was  there  or- 
dained to  the  ministry  October  5,  1854.  In  1857 
he  accepted  a  call  to  the  pastorate  of  the  Old  South 
Church  at  Hallowell,  Me.  In  1861  he  became  pastor 
of  the  First  Congregational  Church  at  Great  Falls, 
N.  H.  where  his  services  ended  in  1864.  These 
three  pastorates  developed  enduring  friendships 
and  there  are  many  who  still  remember  the  pastor's 
sinew v  sermons,  all  compact  of  thought,  clothed  in 
diction  scholarly  and  picturesque. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Butter  field  next  spent  a  year  at 
Andover  Theological  Seminary  in  attendance  upon 
lectures  and  especially  in  prosecuting  more  thor- 
oughly the  study  of  Hebrew.  He  then  preached 
to  the  First  Congregational  Church  at  Rockville, 
Conn,  until  his  acceptance  of  the  chair  of  ancient 
languages  in  Washburn  College,  Kan.  When  enter- 
ing upon  his  duties  there  in  1866  he  heard  the  first 
recitation  ever  made  in  the  college  proper.  After 
three  years  of  laborious  work  in  teaching  and 
raising  money  for  the  college  in  New  England  and 
New  York,  he  was  made  President  of  the  institu- 
tion. In  December,  1870,  at  the  solicitation  of 
the  directors  of  the  Society  for  the  Promotion  of 
Collegiate  Educational  Work  at  the  West,  and  espec- 
ially of  its  President,  Gov.  Willinm  A.  Bucking- 
ham Dr.  Butterfieid  went  to  the  Bible  House, 
N.  Y.,  to  be  the  Corresponding  Secretary  of  that 
society.  Six  years  were  spent  there,  and  the 
yearly  increase  of  the  financial  receipts  of  the  so- 
ciety bore  witness  to  his  efficiency. 

In  1875  Dr.  Butterfieid  was  again  made  a  college 
president — this  time  of  Olivet.  Accepting  the 
position,  which  he  still  holds,  he  entered  upon  its 
duties  in  1876.  The  college  was  not  in  a  thriving 
condition;  its  students  were  decreasing  in  number 
and  its  friends  were  anxious.  The  number  of 
students  continued  to  decrease  for  two  years,  reach- 
ing a  minimum  of  one  hundred   and    ninety,  since 


when  it  has  doubled,  the  last  catalogue  showing  a 
total  of  three  hundred  and  seventy-eight.  In  es- 
tablishing professorships,  rearing  buildings,  and 
securing  the  educational  facilities  which,  in  later 
years,  have  been  so  greatly  multiplied  at  Olivet, 
President  Butterfieid  has  had  able  co-workers, 
but  he  has  done  his  full  share.  In  all  that  concerns 
scholarship  and  moral  discipline  Olivet  is  surpassed 
by  no  college  in  the  West,  and  in  facilities  for  pur- 
suing scientific  studies  has  few  equals.  The  citi- 
zens of  Eaton  County  are  glad  of  its  location 
among  them,  while  its  hosts  of  friends  in  Michi- 
gan regard  it  an  honor  to  the  State,  and  predict 
for  it  a  great  and  beneficent  future. 

Dr.  Butterfieid  is  of  robust  and  noble  physique ; 
emphatic  of  speech; of  manners  gracious  and  pater- 
nal; so  manifestly  sincere  and  sympathetic  as*  to 
make  friends  at  sight;  so  true  as  generally  to  keep 
them  for  life;  a  great  kindler  of  enthusiasm;  inde- 
fatigable, fearless;  viewed  in  whatever  light — 
morally,  intellectually,  socially,  as  pastor,  preacher, 
educator,  friend — a  thoroughly  admirable  man.  A 
lithographic  portrait  of  Dr.  Butterfieid  appears  on 
another  page  of  this  volume. 


OHN  M.  SAYRE.  For  many  years  this 
gentleman  has  been  one  of  the  factors  in  the 
progress  of  Eaton  County,  having  grown  to 
manhood  here  and  received  his  education  in 
the  schools  that  afforded  very  good  opportunities 
for  all  who  were  studiously  inclined.  When  ready 
to  adopt  a  vocation  he  chose  to  follow  farming 
and  among  the  agriculturalists  of  Hamlin  Town- 
ship he  has  been  earnestly  pursuing  his  work  as 
one  among  the  best.  His  farm  is  a  goodly  tract  of 
land  which  by  means  of  intelligent  cultivation  pro- 
duces excellent  crops,  and  his  home  is  supplied  with 
every  comfort  and  the  many  conveniences  which 
belong  to  modern  farm  life. 

Mr.  Sayre  was  born  in  Warren  County,  Pa.,  De- 
cember 22,  1836,  and  is  a  son  of  Nathan  and  Eliza 
E.  (Kikendall)  Sayre.  That  couple  were  born  in 
the  Empire  State  and  after  living  there  and  in 
Pennsylvania  some  years  removed    to   Michigan 
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early  in  the  '40s.  Here  their  son  John  pursued 
his  studies  and  took  his  part  in  home  duties  until 
he  had  reached  man's  estate.  In  1861  his  loyalty 
led  him  to  enlist  in  the  Twelfth  United  States  In- 
fantry and  being  mustered  in  at  Fort  Hamilton  he 
was  sent  from  Washington  to  Fairfax  Court  House, 
thence  to  Alexandria,  and  afterward  to  Fortress 
Monroe.  Subsequently  he  was  at  York  Landing, 
White  House  Landing  and  finally  in  front  of  Rich- 
mond, where  he  was  wounded  and  taken  prisoner. 
His  injury  resulted  in  the  loss  of  an  eye,  and  his 
captivity  of  about  a  month  was  spent  at  Belie  Isle. 
After  being  parol  led  he  was  sent  to  City  Point, 
where  he  was  exchanged  and  sent  back  to  Fortress 
Monroe  to  a  receiving  ship.  From  that  point  he 
went  to  Philadelphia,  where  the  hospital  was  found 
to  be  overcrowded,  and  he  was  therefore  sent  to 
Chester,  where  he  remained  until  discharged,  Jan- 
uary 16,  1863. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Say  re  and  Miss  Eliza  Jane 
Bates  was  solemnized  May  4,  1863,  at  the  bride's 
home  in  Eaton  County.  She  was  born  No\  ember 
17,  1846,  received  a  good  common-school  educa- 
tion and  the  housewifely  training  which  was  com- 
mon during  her  girlhood.  The  record  of  the  chil- 
dren born  of  this  union  is  as  follows:  Clarissa  S., 
now  the  wife  of  Charles  Armstrong,  of  Eaton 
County,  was  born  May  17,  1864;  John  N.,  August 
14,  1868;  Eliza  E.,  wife  of  John  A.  Kikendall,  of 
Eaton  County,  November  4,  1871;  William  II.  A., 
March  19,  1873;  George  N.,  October  4,  1877. 


OLIVER  N.  BOLTWOOD.  This  name  will 
be  at  once  recognized  as  that  of  one  who 
was  a  leading  and  influential  citizen  of  Barry 
County.  During  his  residence  in  Hastings  he  filled 
various  positions,  and  in  each,  by  his  ready  tact 
and  sound  common  sense,  showed  his  capability 
a iid  fitness  for  the  trust  reposed  in  him.  His  par- 
ents were  of  English  descent,  his  birthplace  Am- 
herst, Mass.,  and  his  natal  day  June  1,  1807.  He 
received  his  education  in  Amherst,  taking  a  pre- 
paratory course  for  college,  and  at  the  age  of  six- 
teen years  abandoned  his  studies  to  learn  the  join- 


er's trade.  He  then  went  to  Carroll,  Chautauqua 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  followed  his  trade  a  few 
years.  At  this  time  he  was  appointed  Postmaster 
at  Panama,  that  county,  by  President  Taylor,  and 
held  the  office  until  1850,  when  he  removed  to 
Michigan. 

During  a  portion  of  these  years  of  struggle  and 
changes,  Mr.  Boltwood  was  cheered  and  aided  by 
the  efficient  help  of  his  wife,  to  whom  he  was  united 
November  13,  1833.  After  coming  West  he  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  of  land  south  of  the  limits  of 
Hastings,  had  thirty  acres  cleared,  and  built  thereon 
a  frame  house,  16x24  feet,  and  one  and  a  half 
stories  high.  He  and  his  wife  established  them- 
selves therein,  but  remained  only  seven  weeks, 
when  they  removed  to  Hastings,  Mr.  Boltwood 
having  purchased  an  interest  in  the  flouring-mill 
owned  by  Dibble  &  Hays,  and  rented  the  other  half. 
He  was  the  first  man  in  the  county  to  buy  wheat, 
convert  it  into  flour  and  send  it  to  Battle  Creek  for 
sale  on  the  Michigan  Central  Railroad.  He  em- 
ployed as  a  miller  Mr.  Keeier,  who  after  some  j^ears 
bought  Mr.  Hays'  interest,  the  firm  thus  becoming 
Boltwood  <fe  Keeier. 

About  1856  the  mill  was  destroyed  by  fire,  but 
the  proprietors  at  once  began  rebuilding.  Before 
the  structure  was  completed,  Mr.  Keeier  sold  his 
interest  to  Mr.  Grant,  and  Boltwood  &  Grant  was 
the  style  for  seven  years.  Our  subject  then  sold 
to  Barlow  &  Goodyear,  and  going  to  Ionia  bought 
another  mill.  At  the  time  of  Mr.  Grant's  admis- 
sion as  a  partner,  he  was  carrying  on  a  store,  and 
Mr.  Boltwood  bought  a  half -interest  therein,  which 
he  disposed  of  to  Mr.  Grant  when  he  sold  out  his 
milling  interest  with  that  gentleman.  Mr.  Bolt- 
wood  had  owned  his  Ionia  mill  less  than  a  year 
when  it  was  burnt  down  causing  a  total  loss,  as 
there  was  some  flaw  in  the  insurance  papers  that 
debarred  him  from  judgment  against  the  company. 

After  this  catastrophe  Mr.  Boltwood  purchased 
a  half-interest  in  the  steam  flouring-mill  of  John 
Dexter  in  Ionia,  and  the  two  gentlemen  did  a  large 
business,  buying  and  selling  grain  until  the  health 
of  Mr.  Boltwood  failed  and  he  sold  out  after  two 
years'  connection  with  the  business.  He  spent 
about  that  length  of  time  in  regaining  his  health 
and  resting  from  the  cares  which  had  so  thoroughly 
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filled  his  mind.  He  then  bought  a  hardware  store, 
but  in  four  months  was  burnt  out,  fortunately, 
however,  being  insured  so  that  his  loss  was  small. 
He  then  took  up  the  grocery  business,  building  a 
fine  brick  store  where  he  carried  on  an  extensive 
trade  about  three  years.  Being  taken  sick,  he  sold 
out  and  returned  to  Hastings,  where  he  purchased 
a  furniture  business  shortly  afterward  and  con- 
ducted it  until  stricken  by  apoplexy,  June  5,  1871. 

The  sudden  death  of  Mr.  Boltwood  was  felt  as  a 
blow  to  the  business  life  of  the  city,  and  caused  a 
loss  to  the  community  that  was  felt  for  years.  He 
had  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  one  term,  and 
had  done  efficient  work  as  a  member  of  the  School 
Board.  He  was  an  Elder  and  Trustee  in  the  Pres- 
byterian Church,  of  which  he  bad  been  a  member 
from  the  year  1836.  In  a  quiet,  unpretending  way 
he  did  much  to  aid  in  the  good  works  that  were  be- 
ing prosecuted  in  the  city,  and  his  influence  was 
ever  on  the  side  of  right  and  justice,  and  the  cul- 
ture that  includes  the  heart  as  well  as  the  mind. 

Mrs.  Boltwood  was  known  in  her  maidenhood  as 
Miss  Nancy  Smith,  and  is  a  native  of  Bridgewater, 
Grafton  County,  N.  H.,  where  she  was  born  Octo- 
ber 31,  1814.  Her  parents,  Nathaniel  S.  and  Nancy 
(Fellows)  Smith,  were  natives  of  Andover,  and  her 
father  was  a  boot  and  shoe  dealer.  In  1817  he  re- 
moved to  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y.,  and  subse- 
quently went  to  Hamilton,  Ohio,  where  he  died. 
Mrs.  Smith  had  breathed  her  last  in  Jamestown,  N. 
Y.  Mrs.  Boltwood  is  of  illustrious  connection,  her 
maternal  grandfather,  John  Fellows,  having  been 
an  own  cousin  to  Daniel  Webster,  and  her  mother 
having  been  a  niece  of  Gen.  Dearborn.  In  her  own 
personality  there  are  shown  strength  of  character, 
love  of  mankind  and  nobility  of  purpose  such  as 
stamp  her  as  a  superior  woman.  She  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  since  1836, 
and  has  for  many  years  taken  an  active  part  in 
Sunday-school  work,  and  that  of  the  various  socie- 
ties connected  with  the  church.  She  was  formerly 
Secretary  of  the  Women's  Sewing  Society,  and  is 
President  of  the  Missionary  Society.  She  has  been 
connected  with  the  Woman's  Christian  Temperance 
Union,  and  has  done  all  that  she  could  to  stay  the 
tide  of  intemperance  that  sweeps  over  our  land. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boltwood  had  two  children,  a  son  and 


daughter.  Emily  M.  married  James  A.  Sweezey, 
well  known  in  Hastings,  and  had  one  son,  Solomon; 
she  died  July  2,  1874.  Solomon  Boltwood  died 
January  4,  1853,  his  career  cut  short  when  he  was 
but  eighteen  years  old. 


ORRIS  H.  BRADLEY.  The  foremost  place 
among  the  mercantile  establishments  of 
Kalamo,  Eaton  County,  is  by  general  con- 
sent accorded  to  that  owned  and  controlled 
by  the  gentleman  above  named.  Although  he  has 
been  engaged  in  trade  but  a  short  time  he  is  doing 
a  fine  business,  and  evincing  shrewdness  and  tact 
as  a  financier,  and  good  judgment  as  a  subserver  of 
the  needs  and  tastes  of  the  community.  His  loca- 
tion is  favorable  and  his  store  building  pleasant 
and  convenient  and  well  filled  with  reliable  goods. 
The  Bradley  family  is  of  the  old  Green  Moun- 
tain stock,  and  in  Vermont,  Demmon  and  Betsey 
(Diamond)  Bradley,  grandparents  of  our  subject, 
lived  until  about  1824.  They  then  went  to  Orleans 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  some  years  later  came  to  Cal- 
houn County,  Mich,  with  their  children,  and  finally 
entered  into  rest  here.  Their  son  Harmon,  father 
of  Morris  H.,  was  born  in  Fairfield,  Franklin 
County,  Vt„  in  1817,  but  reared  in  the  Empire 
State  from  his  boyhood.  He  pursued  his  studies  in 
a  log  schoolhouse,  assisted  his  father  in  farming 
and  also  gained  some  knowledge  of  carpentry,  to 
which  he  gave  considerable  attention  after  becom- 
ing a  resident  of  this  State.  He  left  his  Eastern 
home  in  1835  and,  leaving  the  boat  at  Detroit,  went 
on  foot  to  Marshall,  Calhoun  County,  where  he 
worked  until  spring.  He  then  returned  to  New 
York  and  after  a  short  visit  brought  a  sister  back 
with  him,  determined  to  make  his  permanent  home 
in  this  State.  He  entered  forty  acres  of  land  about 
seven  miles  south  of  Ypsilanti,  Washtenaw  County, 
but  sold  it  without  having  made  any  improvements 
and  bought  in  Charlestown  Township,  Kalamazoo 
County. 

The  farm  purchased  by  Harmon  Bradley  was 
improved  and  consisted  of  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
six  acres,  which  he  operated  seventeen  years.     He 
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then  sold  it  and  bought  three  hundred  acres  on  the 
Kalamazoo  River  near  Bedford  and  Battle  Creek. 
This  he  placed  under  high  cultivation  and  supplied 
with  first-class  farm  buildings.  In  1885  he  sold 
out  to  his  sons  and  removed  to  Battle  Creek,  which 
is  still  his  place  of  abode.  He  has  been  a  useful 
member  of  society,  acting  well  his  part  as  a  private 
citizen  and  doing  efficient  service  in  official  capac- 
ities. He  served  as  Township  Supervisor  and  High- 
way Commissioner,  and  in  1878  was  elected  Repre- 
sentative on  the  Republican  ticket  and  thus  sat 
with  other  law-makers  during  the  first  session  held 
in  the  new  capitol.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church  and  governs  his  life  by  Christian  princi- 
ples. In  1866-67  he  enjoyed  a  pleasure  trip  to 
the  Pacific  Coast. 

The  Hon.  Harmon  Bradley  was  married  in  Mar 
engo,  Calhoun  County,  November  29,  1839,  to 
Mary  Palmer,  a  native  of  Medina,  N.  Y.  That 
estimable  lady  was  a  daughter  of  Peleg  Palmer, 
who  was  born  in  Rhode  Island,  was  for  a  number 
of  years  a  farmer  in  Orleans  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
spent  the  last  years  of  his  life  in  this  State.  For 
thirty  years  she  aided  her  husband  to  make  a 
happy  home  and  trained  their  offspring  so  as  to  fit 
them  for  usefulness  and  honor.  She  then  closed 
her  eyes  in  death,  the  date  of  her  demise  being 
February  8,  1870.  To  the  home  left  desolate  Mr. 
Bradley  brought  a  second  wife  March  1,  1871.  His 
marriage  was  solemnized  in  Middleville,  Barry 
County,  and  his  bride  was  Miss  Frances  Kenyon, 
daughter  of  Oliver  S.  and  Mary  Kenyon,  natives 
of  Rhode  Island.  That  good  couple  went  to  New 
York  in  1825,  and  in  Monroe  County  their  daughter 
Frances  was  born.  The  family  came  to  Southern 
Michigan  in  1854. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  these  par- 
agraphs is  the  fourth  of  the  eight  children  born  to 
his  parents,  of  which  family  the  only  other  sur- 
vivors are  Charles  E.,  a  farmer  in  Calhoun  Couuty, 
and  Albert,  who  is  a  Congregational  minister  in 
Jefferson  County,  Kan.  Two  members  of  the 
family  were  old  enough  to  fight  for  the  Union  dur- 
ing the  late  war  and  one  died  in  the  service.  Our 
subject  was  born  in  Charleston,  this  State,  February 
15,  1846,  and  was  fifteen  years  old  when  his  father 
removed  to  the  vicinity  of  Battle  Creek.     He  at- 


tended the  district  schools,  early  in  life  became 
familiar  with  farm  work  and  in  his  young  manhood 
took  the  control  of  the  home  place. 

Mr.  Bradley  then  became  the  possessor  of  one 
hundred  acres  of  land  which  he  improved,  but 
which  he  sold  in  1880  to  purchase  in  Kalamo  Town- 
ship, Eaton  County.  On  section  20  he  had  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  where  he  carried  on  agri- 
culture successfully  and  gave  much  attention  to 
raising  fine  horses.  He  added  to  the  improvements 
that  had  been  made  upon  the  property  and  his 
estate  came  to  be  pointed  out  as  one  of  the  best 
regulated  in  the  neighborhood.  In  January,  1890, 
he  gave  up  farm  life  and  bought  a  stock  of  goods 
from  C.  M.  Woodard,  whom  he  succeeded  as  a 
general  merchant.  He  traded  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  land  in  Seward  County,  Kan.,  for 
village  property  and  stock,  and  disposed  of  all  his 
farm  land  in  this  section  except  fifty  acres. 

The  residence  of  Mr.  Bradley  is  furnished  with 
many  comforts  and  within  its  walls  is  gathered  a 
happy  home  circle.  At  the  head  of  the  household 
affairs  is  Mrs.  Bradley,  formerly  Miss  Minnie  Van 
Nocker.  This  lady  was  born  in  Con  vis  Township, 
Calhoun  County,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Alvin  and 
Caroline  (Dedrick)  Van  Nocker,  natives  of  Penn- 
sylvania, who  are  now  living  in  Nashville,  Barry 
County.  The  marriage  of  Mr.  Bradley  and  Miss 
Van  Nocker  was  solemnized  in  Believue,  September 
24,  1887,  and  has  been  blest  to  them  by  the  birth 
of  a  daughter,  Cecil.  Mr.  Bradley  had  previously 
been  married,  his  first  wife  having  been  Miss  Janet 
Angel,  daughter  of  George  Angel,  one  of  the  first 
settlers  in  Calhoun  County.  She  was  born  near 
Battle  Creek  and  there  gave  her  hand  and  heart  to 
our  subject.  She  died  in  Kalamo  Township  leav- 
ing these  children— Fred,  Frank,  Earl,  May  and 
Beulah.  Earl  breathed  his  last  in  January,  1891,  but 
the  others  still  gladden  their  father  and  brighten 
the  home  with  their  presence. 

The  Kalamo  Percheron  Horse  Company  was 
organized  by  Mr.  Bradley  and  he  was  its  Vice-Pres- 
ident several  years.  He  was  Commissioner  of 
Highways  two  years  but  has  held  no  other  public 
office.  He  is  a  stanch  Republican  and  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Central  Committee  for  three  years, 
and  is  Master  of  the  Grange  at  Kalamo.     His  reli<*- 
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ious  faith  is  expressed  in  that  of  the  Baptist  Church 
and  he  belongs  to  a  society  of  that  denomination 
at  Belle vue.  His  manly  character,  gentlemanly 
bearing  and  enterprising  nature  commend  him  to 
the  people,  and  he  is  a  very  popular  citizen  and 
one    whose   influence  is  felt  throughout  the  com- 


munity. 


-^^^^^>^^^ 


\TF^)MERSON  G.  EDGER.  The  farming  and 
stock-raising  interests  of  Barry  County  are 
well  represented  by  this  gentleman  who  is 
located  on  section  21,  Rutland  Township.  He  has 
a  large  landed  estate,  consisting  of  four  hundred 
acres,  the  greater  part  of  which  he  has  cleared  and 
otherwise  improved.  More  than  ordinary  success 
has  rewarded  his  efforts  to  secure  a  competence, 
and  all  has  been  attained  by  persevering  industry 
and  wise  management,  as  he  began  his  life  work 
without  capital.  To-day  he  is  classed  among  the 
wealthy  agriculturists  of  the  county,  and  is  able 
to  gratify  every  reasonable  wish,  either  referring 
to  his  own  comfort  and  pleasure  or  that  of  those 
in  whom  he  takes  an  affectionate  interest. 

Mr.  Edger  is  of  English  birth  and  parentage,  his 
immediate  progenitors  having  been  William  and 
Hannah  (McMillen)  Edger,  and  his  birthplace  the 
Parish  of  Alindale,  Northumberlandshire.  He 
was  born  February  26,  1822,  and  was  yet  a  child 
when  his  parents  emigrated  to  the  United  States 
and  set  up  their  home  in  Geneva,  Ontario  County, 
N.  Y.,  in  1828.  They  departed  this  life  in  Corn- 
ing, after  having  reared  nine  children,  namely: 
Emerson  G.,  Robert,  William,  Thomas  J.,  Benja- 
min, Joseph,  Jacob,  Mary  A.  and  Sarah  J.,  all  of 
whom  married. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  reared  to  manhood 
in  Geneva,  N.  Y.,  and  had  the  advantages  of  the 
common  schools.  When  of  age  he  began  the  battle 
of  life  for  himself  by  farming  and  boating  on 
the  canal  and  Great  Lakes,  and  in  this  wise  occu- 
pied himself  ten  to  fifteen  years.  He  had  seventy- 
six  acres  of  land  and  operated  it  to  good  advantage. 
In  the  spring  of  1865  he  came  to  Michigan  and 
loceted  where  he  still  lives,  securing  eighty  acres 
which  he  proceeded  to  develop.     To  this  he  added 


as  he  was  prospered,  and  so  increased  his  oppor- 
tunities by  sowing  larger  fields  and  reaping  more 
abundant  harvests.  The  increase  in  acreage  gave 
him  an  increase  in  care  and  responsibility,  but  he 
was  not  wanting  in  ability  to  discharge  his  added 
duties. 

For  well-nigh  half  a  century  Mr.  Edger  had  the 
companionship,  encouragement  and  aid  of  a  true- 
hearted  wife,  formerly  Miss  Emily  Ann  King.  She 
was  a  daughter  of  Philip  and  Sabra  (Travcrs)  King 
and  was  born  in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.  Her  mar- 
riage to  Mr.  Edger  took  place  in  December,  1842, 
and  together  they  endured  the  toils  and  enjoyed 
the  pleasures  of  life  until  February  24,  1889,  when 
the  wife  closed  her  eyes  in  death.  A  fine  monu- 
ment marks  her  resting  place,  but  the  most  lasting 
memorial  to  her  worth  is  engraved  on  the  memo- 
ries of  those  who  loved  her.  The  union  was  blessed 
by  the  birth  of  one  son — George  G.  Our  subject 
has  six  grandchildren  and  three  great-grandchil- 
dren. 

Mr.  Edger  is  a  man  of  intelligence,  keeping  him- 
self informed  regarding  matters  that  pertain  to  the 
welfare  of  mankind,  the  growth  of  the  nation  and 
the  interests  of  the  community  of  which  he  forms  a 
part.  He  is  lespected  as  a  good  citizen  and  neigh- 
bor, an  honorable  man  and  first-class  farmer.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Democrat. 


**M-*-»^ 


*•»  fru**> 


^UDGE  CLEMENT  M.  SMITH,  of  the  firm 
of  Smith  &  Colgrove,  attorneys-at-law  in 
Hastings,  is  one  of  Barry  County's  most 
(jjgl^  honorable  residents.  He  has  been  successful 
in  serving  others,  in  advancing  the  best  interests 
of  the  county  and  in  winning  the  respect  and 
esteem  of  a  large  circle  of  acquaintances.  His  life 
presents  an  example  of  strong  individuality,  self- 
reliance  and  studiousness,  and  the  influence  he 
unconsciously  exerts  has  a  future  as  well  as  a 
present  bearing  upon  the  well-being  of  the  com- 
munity. 

David  W.  Smith,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  the  Empire  State,  in  the  western  part  of  which 
he  received  his  education.    He  removed  to  Indiana 
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when  young  and  there  taught  school  very  success- 
fully. In  1842  be  came  to  Barry  County,  Mich., 
turned  his  attention  to  farming  and  carried  on  ex- 
tensive operations  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil.  He  mar- 
ried Lenora  McDonald,  who  is  likewise  a  native  of 
New  York.  A  son  was  born  to  them  in  Allen 
County,  Ind.,  December  4,  1844,  upon  whom  the 
name  of  Clement  M.  was  bestowed  and  who  grew 
to  maturity  on  the  farm  in  Barry  County.  The 
lad  received  a  good  education  and  at  quite  an  early 
period  in  his  youth  turned  his  attention  to  school- 
teaching,  to  which  he  devoted  his  time  until  he  was 
of  age. 

Mr.  Smith  then  entered  the  law  school  at  Ann 
Arbor  and  pursued  his  legal  studies  there  a  year, 
and  he  also  studied  with  Frank  Allen  and  with  Ed- 
ward A.  Foote,  of  Charlotte,  Eaton  County.  In 
1868  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  the  latter  place 
and  at  once  opened  an  office  at  Nashville,  Barry 
County.  His  legal  erudition  and  discrimination 
regarding  points  at  issue  were  recognized  by  the 
people,  to  whom  his  personal  qualities  had  recom- 
mended him,  and  in  the  fall  of  1876  he  was  elected 
Judge  of  the  Probate  Court.  The  term  of  office 
was  four  years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  he 
was  re-elected.  In  1890  he  was  appointed  Prose- 
cuting Attorney,  to  fill  a  vacancy.  When  not  occu- 
pied with  the  cares  of  office  he  has  given  close 
attention  to  his  private  practice,  either  alone  or  in 
partnership.  He  first  formed  a  connection  with 
Mr.  Colgrove  in  1880,  and  their  last  partnership 
dates  from  July  1,  1886.  They  are  attorneys  for 
the  Chicago,  Kalamazoo  &  Saginaw  Railroad  Com- 
pany and  also  for  the  banks  of  Hastings. 

Judge  Smith  is  President  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion in  which  capacity  he  looks  carefully  after  the 
interests  of  the  schools,  using  his  best  endeavors  to 
secure  first-class  teachers  and  give  them  proper 
encouragement  and  support  in  their  work.  He  is  a 
stockholder  in  the  State  Bank  of  Nashville,  and  has 
been  Secretary  of  the  Eaton  Farmers'  Mutual  In- 
surance Company  of  Barry  County.  He  belongs 
to  the  social  orders  of  Masonry  and  Knights  of 
Pythias.  He  attends  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  is  teacher  of  the  Bible  Class  in  the 
Sunday-school. 

The  pleasant   home  in  which  Judge  Smith  find§ 


rest  from  the  onerous  duties  of  his  public  and  busi- 
ness career,  is  presided  over  by  the  lady  to  whom 
he  was  married  May  17,  1871.  She  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Frances  M.  Wheeler,  is  a  daughter 
of  Milo  T.  Wheeler,  and  formerly  resided  in  Wood- 
land, Barry  County.  At  the  time  of  her  marriage 
her  home  was  in  Hastings  and  she  had  already  made 
friends  here.  Intelligent,  courteous  and  well-dis- 
posed toward  those  about  her,  she  not  only  makes 
her  home  the  dearest  spot  on  earth  to  her  husband 
and  children,  but  attracts  to  it  agreeable  acquaint- 
ances and  firm  friends.  The  family  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Smith  consists  of  four  children,  the  first-born 
of  whom,  Gladys  L.,  has  been  removed  from  the 
earthly  home  to  the  heavenly.  The  living  children 
bear  the  names  respectively  of  Shirley  W.,  Gertrude 
J.  and  Donald  D. 

In  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  good  of  the 
county,  her  upbuilding  in  material  prosperity,  her 
moral  and  educational  advancement,  and  the  social 
life  of  her  citizens  Judge  Smith  takes  an  active  in- 
terest. As  a  lawyer  he  is  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent in  the  county,  and  as  a  private  citizen  his  life 
is  irreproachable. 


-o&o- 


eHARLES  W.  LEAR,  whose  home  is  in  Yan- 
kee  Springs  Township,  Barry  County,  is  a 
progressive  and  intelligent  farmer  and  a 
man  of  unbounded  energy  and  zeal  in  whatever 
project  he  undertakes.  He  was  born  in  Hanover, 
Luzerne  County,  Pa.,  June  25,  1854,  and  has  passed 
the  most  of  his  life  on  a  farm.  He  obtained  his 
fundamental  instruction  in  the  common  schools  and 
supplemented  the  knowledge  there  acquired  by  two 
years'  study  in  Wyoming  Seminary,  in  Luzerne 
County,  Pa.  He  taught  thirty-eight  months  in  the 
Keystone  State  and  three  months  in  Michigan.  He 
began  his  efforts  for  personal  advancement  after 
reaching  his  majority,  but  has  continued  to  make 
his  home  with  his  parents,  and  has  aided  his  father 
in  managing  an  estate. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  William  and 
Julia  Ann  (Keithline)  Lear,  natives  of  Bucks  and 
Luzerne  Counties,  Pa.,  respectively.  The  father 
followed  the  occupation  of  a  mechanical  engineer 
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twenty  years.  In  1861  he  removed  from  the  Key- 
stone State  to  Atchison  County,  Kan.,  but  remained 
there  only  three  months.  He  returned  with  his 
family  to  Pennsylvania,  whence,  in  the  fall  of  1877, 
he  came  to  this  State,  since  which  time  he  has  resided 
in- Barry  County.  He  located  on  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  on  section  2,  Yankee  Springs  Township, 
pnd  lias  since  increased  his  possessions  to  two  hun- 
dred and  eighty  acres.  His  wife  belongs  to  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Besides  our  subject 
their  family  includes  three  daughters — -Mary  C, 
wife  of  R.  W.  Oplinger,  now  of  Guthrie,  Oklahoma 
Ter. ;  Sarah  J.,  wife  of  Philip  Keiser;  and  Augusta, 
wife  of  Frank  Armstrong.  The  mother  of  our 
subject  is  a  daughter  of  John  Keithline,  a  Pennsyl- 
vania farmer  who  married  Miss  Neihardt. 

rl  he  mental  ability  and  physical  energy  of 
Charles  W.  Lear  are  not  expended  entirely  in  farm 
work,  but  are  shared  by  politics  and  social  matters. 
Following  the  example  and  teaching  of  his  father, 
he  votes  the  Republican  ticket,  and  without  being 
an  office-seeker  he  takes  an  active  part  in  party 
work.  He  is  also  a  worker  in  the  ranks  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias. 


>-^G<-i 
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UCIEN  POLLEY,  for  forty-five  years  a 
ent  of  Barry  County  and  now  living 
ietly  in  Hickory  Corners,  was  born  in 
Cortland  County,  N.  Y.,  December  7,  1812.  His 
father,  Pliny  Polley,  a  native  of  the  Old  Bay  State 
and  a  farmer  by  occupation,  went  to  New  York  in 
an  early  day  and  died  there  in  the  '50s  at  the 
ripe  old  age  of  seventy-six  years.  He  was  a 
member  for  many  years  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Elvira 
L}*on,  was  born  in  Massachusetts  and  survived  her 
husband,  dving  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years. 
The  parental  household  consisted  of  ten  children, 
our  subject  being  the  only  one  left  of  that  large 
family.  The  eldest  of  the  family,  a  sister,  died  in 
July,  1890,  at  the  venerable  age  of  four-score  and 
ten  years. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  grew  to  his  twentieth 


3'ear  on  the  home  farm  amid  the  usual  surround- 
ings of  rural  life  at  that  period,  and  pursued  his 
studies  in  the  district  school.  He  became  practi- 
cally well  informed  and  able  to  take  a  position  as 
teacher,  doing  professional  work  in  the  winter 
months  at  $12  per  month.  He  spent  the  summers 
in  farm  work  and  after  a  time  began  agriculture 
for  himself.  In  1846  he  came  to  Michigan,  set- 
tling in  Barry  County,  where  he  purchased  a  par- 
tially improved  farm.  The  country  was  sparsely 
settled  and  many  inconveniences  were  suffered  by 
the  inhabitants,  but  all  their  trials  were  endured  in 
a  hopeful  spirit.  Mr.  Polley  lived  in  a  house 
which  had  been  built  on  the  farm  twelve  years 
before  and  used  ox-teams  for  his  farm  work. 

Although  game  was  comparatively  abundant  Mr. 
Polley  paid  little  attention  to  hunting,  but  gave  his 
time  and  strength  to  the  complete  development 
of  his  estate  and  to  the  accumulation  of  the  com- 
forts which  he  desired.  He  finally  had  a  thor- 
oughly developed  and  equipped  property  of  one 
hundred  and  thirty-two  acres,  which  is  now  owned 
by  his  son.  In  1879  he  retired  from  active  labor, 
built  a  handsome  residence  in  Hickory  Corners  and 
took  possession  thereof.  The  success  which  he  has 
met  with  in  the  prosecution  of  his  calling  and  in 
the  accumulation  of  property  is  commendable,  as 
he  is  one  of  those  who  began  at  the  very  foundation 
of  worldly  affairs.  As  a  teacher  he  was  successful 
in  imparting  instruction  and  in  instilling  a  desire 
for  knowledge  into  the  minds  of  those  who  were 
under  his  care.  Politically  he  was  a  stanch  Whig 
from  the  time  he  cast  his  first  Presidential  ballot 
to  1856,  when  he  joined  the  Republican  party.  His 
first  vote  was  for  Gen.  William  Henry  Harrison. 
He  has  frequently  been  a  delegate  to  political  con- 
ventions and  in  all  that  has  helped  to  advance  the 
true  welfare  of  this  section  he  has  been  a  conspicu- 
ous figure.  He  has  served  as  Supervisor  of  Barry 
Township  ten  years. 

For  more  than  half  a  century  the  cares  and  pleas- 
ures of  life  have  been  shared  by  Mr.  Polley  and 
the  good  woman  who  became  his  wife  December 
18,  1836.  She  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Sarah  A. 
Allen,  was  born  in  the  Empire  State  June  15, 
1818,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Timothy  and  Sally 
Allen.     Her  parents  were  born  and   died  in  New 
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York.  Their  family  consisted  of  ten  children, 
three  of  whom  survive.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Polley 
two  sons  and  two  daughters  have  been  born,  the 
former  being  Charles  A.  and  Randolph  A.,  farmers 
in  Barry  Township.  The  daughters  are  Sophronia 
V.,  wife  of  John  M.  Webster,  a  farmer  in  Dutchess 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  Alice  J.,  wife  of  Charles  S. 
Cornell,  whose  home  is  a  farm  near  Goshen,  Ind. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Polley  are  intelligent,  genial  and 
kindly,  and  have  many  friends  in  the  county  with 
whose  interests  they  have  so  long  been    identified. 

|OHN  T.  WILSON,  Vice-President  of  the 
Merchants'  National  Bank  of  Charlotte,  is 
further  associated  with  the  financial  interests 
t^gjj)  of  Eaton  County  as  an  enterprising  mer- 
chant of  the  city  mentioned,  where  he  is  engaged 
in  the  sale  of  agricultural  implements  in  partner- 
ship with  Frank  Spaulding,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Wilson  &  Spaulding.  December  2,  1837,  is  the 
date  of  the  birth  of  Mr.  Wilson  amid  the  pleasant 
scenes  of  Montgomery  County,  N.  Y.  His  father, 
George  Wilson,  who  was  a  native  of  England,  was 
born  March  27,  1811,  and  was  a  son  of  William 
Wilson,  wTho  was  also  of  English  birth. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  reared  and 
married  in  the  land  of  his  nativity,  and  lived  there 
until  1840,  when  he  came  to  America,  and  spent 
his  last  years  in  the  home  of  his  son  in  this  county. 
Four  of  his  children  came  to  the  United  States,  his 
daughters  Mary  and  Betsey,  and  his  only  sons, 
George  and  Thomas.  George  Wilson  was  eighteen 
years  old  when  he  crossed  the  ocean  to  found  a 
new  home  on  American  soil.  The  first  few  years 
of  his  life  in  this  country  were  passed  in  New  York, 
and  there  he  learned  the  trade  of  a  carpenter,  which 
he  followed  until  1837.  In  that  year  he  came 
to  Michigan,  becoming  a  pioneer  of  this  county, 
and  entering  a  tract  of  heavily  timbered  land  from 
the  Government  in  Kalamo  Township. 

Mr.  Wilson  did  not  at  that  time  settle  here  per- 
manently, however,  as  at  the  end  of  a  fe.w  months 
he  returned  to  New  York,  and  did  not  come  back 
to  take  possession  of  his  property  until  1841.     He 


was  then  accompanied  by  his  family,  the  journey 
hither  being  made  over  the  watery  highway  con- 
necting Buffalo  and  Detroit,  over  which  so  many 
pioneers  came  in  the  early  days  of  the  settlement  of 
this  State.  From  the  latter  city  Mr.  Wilson  and 
his  family  traveled  to  Jackson  on  the  primitive 
railway  that  then  joined  the  two  cities,  the  rails  of 
which  were  made  of  heavy  timbers  with  strips  of 
iron  on  the  top  of  them.  From  Jackson  the  little 
party  made  its  way  with  a  teamto  the  pioneer  home 
in  the  forests,  and  moved  into  a  vacant  log  cabin 
that  was  used  as  a  schoolhouse,  living  in  that  hum- 
ble abode  until  the  father  could  build  a  log  house 
on  his  land. 

Afterward  Mr.  Wilson  entered  upon  the  pioneer 
task  of  felling  the  forest  trees  and  clearing  a  farm 
from  the  wilderness,  and  also  worked  at  his  trade  a 
part  of  the  time  each  year,  as   carpenters  were  in 
demand  in  that  newly  settled  country  where  people 
were  coming  in  to  build  new  homes.     He   resided 
on   his   farm   some  years,  and  then,  removing  to 
Charlotte,    lived   retired    from  business    until  his 
death  in  February,  1890.     His  life  record  as  a  pio- 
neer who  contributed  his  quota  in  the   upbuilding 
of  this  section,  was  an  enviable  one,  as  was  also  his 
reputation  as  a  man  and  a  citizen.     His  good  wife 
who  zealously  aided  him  in  the  accumulation  of  his 
property,  survives  him   at  the   venerable   age    of 
eighty  years.     Her  name  was  Laney   Fox  in  her 
maiden  days,  and  she  was  born    in  Montgomery 
County,  N.  Y.,  November  2,   1810.     Her  father, 
George  Fox,    who  was  a  native  of  New  York  also, 
was  a  farmer,  and  lived  in  Canajoharie,  Montgom- 
ery County,  N.  Y.,  until  death  called  him  hence. 
The  parents  of  our  subject  reared  nine  children, 
named  as  follows:  George  W.,  Lyman  J.,  John  T., 
Maria  F.,  Mary  A.,  Absalom,  Frank  H.,  Kate  M. 
and  Oscar. 

He  of  whom  this  biographical  review  is  written, 
was  but  four  years  old  when  his  parents  brought 
him  to  Michigan,  and  was  reared  amid  the  pioneer 
scenes  of  the  early  settlement  of  this  county.  He 
still  has  clear  recollections  of  the  primitive  modes 
of  living  that  obtained  here  at  that  time,  and  of 
the  appearance  of  the  wild,  sparsely  settled  coun- 
try before  it  had  been  developed  into  its  present 
condition.     Deer,  bears,   and   other   wild  animals 
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were  plentiful,  and  as  the  family  was  in  need  of 
meat,  the  father  cut  some  trees  near  the  house 
shortly  after  arriving  here,  thinking  that  perhaps 
the  deer  would  come  to  browse  on  the  foliage.  The 
mother  kept  watch  for  the  animals,  and  hearing 
them  in  the  night,  arose  and  shot  through  the  win- 
dow a  fine  deer,  which  furnished  forth  the  larder 
with  rich  venison. 

Our  subject  attended  the  pioneer  schools  of  the 
township  where  he  lived,  the  first  that  he  went  to 
being  taught  in  a  rude  log  house,  heated  by  a  fire 
in  an  open  fireplace,  and  furnished  with  slabs  that 
were  supported  by  wooden  pins,  the  seats  having 
no  desks  in  front  of  them.  As  soon  as  large  enough, 
his  services  were  required  on  the  farm,  and  he  con- 
tinued an  inmate  of  'the  parental  home  until  he  was 
twenty-three  years  old,  when  he  entered  the  business 
world  as  a  clerk  in  the  genera!  store.  He  was  en- 
gaged in  that  capacity  at  Kalamo  two  years,  and 
at  the  expiration  of  that  time  went  into  business  on 
his  own  account,  dealing  quite  extensively  in  horses 
and  other  live-stock,  and  buying  furs,  wool,  etc.  In 
1877  he  established  his  present  business  as  a  dealer 
in  agricultural  implements,  and  is  now  in  partner- 
ship with  Frank  Spaulding,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Wilson  &  Spaulding.  They  have  a  profitable  trade 
among  the  farmers  throughout  the  county  and  even 
beyond,  and  carry  a  large  and  well  selected  stock 
of  the  best  in  their  line. 

Mr.  Wilson  and  Miss  Elizabeth  Anson  were 
united  in  marriage  March  6,  1866,  and  in  his  wife 
our  subject  has  found  a  true  home-maker,  who  un- 
derstands well  how  to  contribute  to  the  comforts 
and  happiness  of  others.  The  sorrow  of  an  other- 
wise pleasant  wedded  life  has  been  in  the  death  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilson's  two  children  in  infancy. 
Mrs.  Wilson  is  a  native  of  Ontario  County,  N.  Y., 
and  is  a  daughter  of  Silas  Anson. 

The  high  name  which  our  subject  bears  in  finan- 
cial circles,  and  the  confidence  with  which  he  is 
regarded  by  business  men,  is  shown  in  the  impor- 
tant position  which  he  occupies  in  the  directory  of 
the  Merchants'  National  Bank  of  Charlotte,  as  one 
of  its  Directors  and  as  its  Vice-President,  he  hav- 
ing held  the  latter  office  since  since  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  institution  in  October,  1883.  He  and 
kig  w}fe  are  prominent  in  spejal  and  religious  cir- 


cles. He  is  a  Trustee  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  of  which  Mrs.  Wilson  is  a  devoted  mem- 
ber, and  he  contributes  liberally  to  its  support,  as 
to  all  things  that  will  in  any  way  better  the  stand- 
ing of  the  city  or  advance  its  material  prosperity. 
Politically  he  is  a  stanch  Democrat. 

A  lithographic  portrait  of  Mr.  Wilson  appears  in 
connection  with  this  biographical  notice. 
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RICHARD  JO  UNCOCK  is  engaged  in 
farming  on  section  13,  Orange ville  Town- 
ship, Barry  County.  His  landed  possessions 
aggregate  one  hundred  and  thirty  acres, 
eighty  of  which  are  comprised  within  his  home 
farm.  He  is  a  native  of  England,  his  birth  having 
occurred  in  Kentshire  in  1823.  His  parents  were 
also  born  in  that  county,  and  further  mention  of 
them  may  be  found  in  the  sketch  of  William  John- 
cock,  his  brother,  who  is  represented  on  another 
page  of  this  work.  The  family  left  their  native 
land  in  1852,  and  crossed  the  waters  to  America. 
Our  subject  was  one  of  the  party,  and  on  reaching 
the  United  States  he  made  his  way  to  Genesee 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  his  brother  who  had  emi- 
grated in  1850,  was  then  living.  Richard  spent 
about  fourteen  years  in  the  Empire  State,  during 
which  time  he  bought  property  and  carried  on 
farming  for  himself.  It  was  about  1866  that  he 
came  to  Michigan  and  in  Barry  County  took  up  his 
residence,  having  resided  here  continuously  since. 
The  land  which  he  purchased  was  all  covered  with 
timber,  not  a  furrow  having  been  turned  or  an  im- 
provement made,  but  with  characteristic  energy  he 
began  clearing  it  and  his  sturdy  blows  soon  let  in 
the  sunlight  upon  acre  after  acre,  while  as  the  har- 
vest season  rolled  around,  abundant  crops  were 
garnered  as  the  result  of  his  labors.  As  his  financial 
resources  increased  he  made  an  additional  purchase 
and  in  connection  with  his  home  farm  of  eighty 
acres  he  owned  a  fifty-acre  tract. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  was  prior  to  her  mar- 
riage, Miss  Mary  Ann  Johncock,  the  fifth  child  of 
John  Johncock,  a  native  of  Kentshire,  England. 
Her  parents  are  both  now  deceased,     She  had  four 
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brothers  and  two  sisters,  but  with  the  exception  of 
herself  only  one  brother  ever  came  to  America. 
Of  the  family  two  sons  and  two  daughters  are  yet 
living.  Of  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johncock 
the  following  children  have  been  born,  the  eldest 
of  whom,  William,  married  Mary  Morton;  Alfred 
is  now  deceased;  Laura  is  the  wife  of  Tom  Powers; 
Mrs.  Mary  Ann  Gillespie,  Mrs.  Harriet  Fox,  Ida 
and  Eugene  complete  the  family.  The  two  last 
named  are  unmarried  and  reside  at  home. 

Mr.  Johncock  is  numbered  among  the  early  set- 
tlers of  this  community.  When  he  came  to  Michi- 
gan there  was  no  railroad  here,  and  after  proceed- 
ing by  cars  to  Detroit  Junction  he  completed  his 
journey  by  means  of  a  private  conveyance.  He  has 
a  well-improved  farm  as  the  result  of  an  industri- 
ous and  useful  life,  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the 
leading  agriculturists  of  the  township.  He  has  held 
the  office  of  Pathmaster,  and  both  he  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church. 
Charitable  and  benevolent  he  is  ever  ready  to  ex- 
tend a  helping  hand  to  those  in  need  of  assistance, 
and  has  thus  won  many  friends  who  esteem  him 
highly  for  his  sterling  worth. 


/OSEPHUS  LANE.  Among  those  who  are 
gaining  a  good  maintenance  by  tilling  the 
soil  in  Eaton  County,  is  Mr.  Lane,  whose 
location  is  on  section  22,  Bellevue  Township. 
He  has  there  a  farm  of  forty  acres,  upon  which  he 
settled  in  1861.  He  cleared  about  half  of  the  tract, 
set  out  an  orchard,  built  barns  and  other  structures, 
and  in  fact  has  made  the  property  what  it  is  to-day, 
a  comfortable  home  and  the  source  of  a  good  in- 
come. Mr.  Lane  is  engaged  in  general  farming  and 
has  a  small  flock  of  sheep  of  a  good  grade.  In  car- 
rying on  his  work  he  displays  good  judgment, 
being  sufficiently  progressive  to  experiment  some- 
what in  modern  theories  and  to  abandon  the  old 
rut  when  the  new  ideas  are  shown  to  be  advisable, 
but  not  allowing  his  desire  for  advancement  to 
carry  him  away. 

Mr.  Lane  is  of  Irish  lineage,  and  from  the  Emer- 
ald Isle  his  grandfather,  Daniel  Lane,  emigrated  to 


Virginia.  There  he  carried  on  a  farm  and  there  his 
son  Joshua  was  born  and  learned  the  trade  of  a 
tailor.  He  followed  the  same  in  Hampton,  then 
removed  to  Portage  County,  Ohio,  and  continued 
his  work  there  until  called  hence.  He  married  Sarah 
Garrison,  a  native  of  New  Jersey  and  the  daughter 
of  a  Revolutionarj'  soldier,  who  removed  to  Vir- 
ginia and  thence  to  Ohio.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lane 
eight  children  were  bom,  namely:  James,  a  resi- 
dent of  Bellevue  Township;  Annie  and  Smith,  de- 
ceased ;  Elmore,  who  lives  in  Bellvue  Township; 
Sarah,  whose  home  is  in  Ritchie  County,  W.  Va.; 
Harvey  and  Josephus,  residing  in  Bellevue  Town- 
ship, and  Margaret,  deceased.  The  widowed 
mother  came  to  Michigan  with  her  son  Josephus 
and  family,  and  died  here  after  she  had  passed  her 
eighty-eighth  birthday.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church. 

The  subject  of  this  brief  biographical  notice  was 
born  near  Romney,  Hampshire  County,  W.  Va., 
January  3,  1828.  He  was  a  lad  about  six  years  old 
when  taken  to  Ohio,  the  journey  being  made  in  a 
wagon,  and  there  he  grew  up  on  a  farm.  When  he 
first  went  to  school  the  sessions  were  short  and  the 
instruction  meager,  but  as  he  grew  older  his  educa- 
tional advantages  improved.  His  father  died  when 
he  was  about  fifteen  years  old,  and  for  a  few  years 
thereafter  the  mother  and  children  remained  on  the 
farm.  Josephus  then  began  to  work  out  by  the 
month. 

In  1855  Mr.  Lane  came  to  this  State,  driving 
through  with  a  team  which  he  sold  after  reaching 
here,  buying  eighty  acres  of  land,  all  of  which  wa"s 
covered  with  timber.  He  returned  to  Ohio,  spent 
the  winter,  and  the  following  fall  drove  to  Mich- 
igan  again.  He  carried  on  a  rented  farm  here  a 
year,  then  took  possession  of  his  own  property 
where  he  has  continued  to  reside.  For  some  time 
he  carried  on  the  estate  of  his  father-in-law,  Col. 
L.  Ives,  who  is  mentioned  at  some  length  in  the 
sketch  of  William  Follett. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Lane  and  Miss  Rachael  Ives 
was  solemnized  at  the  bride's  home  in  Bellevue 
Township,  December  23,  1857.  Missives  was  born 
here  February  20,  1839,  received  a  good  education 
and  when  sixteen.years  old  taught  a  term  of  school. 
Being  a  native  of  the  county,  3he  has  a  thorough 
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understanding  of  its  history,  particularly  as  her 
family  has  been  connected  with  the  development  of 
its  resources  from  an  early  period.  She  is  one  of 
those  who  believe  that  a  wife  and  mother  should 
keep  up  her  interest  in  those  things  in  which  her 
family  is  interested,  and  not  allow  the  cares  of  her 
housekeeping  to  take  her  entire  thought.  She  there- 
fore possesses  a  considerable  fund  of  information, 
sympathizes  in  what  is  going  on  around  her  and 
has  her  own  opinions  regarding  public  affairs 
and  events  that  are  transpiring.  She  is  an  earnest 
advocate  of  Republican  principles,  although  her 
husband  is  a  stanch  Democrat.  Their  children  are 
three  in  number,  one  dead  and  two  living.  The 
first-born,  Arloie,  formerly  the  wife  of  Charles 
Olmstead,  died  in  North  Dakota;  Eveline  is  the 
wife  of  Chester  Owen  and  lives  in  Bellevue  Town- 
ship; and  Horace  remains  under  the  parental  roof. 
Both  daughters  taught  school.  Mr.  Lane  has 
been  a  member  of  the  School  Board  and  is  counted 
upon  to  take  an  interest  in  all  affairs  which  promise 
to  promote  the  good  of  the  people. 

~ — ^ip-q^ — 


\ORMAN  E.  CLARK  occupies  one  of  the 
veil-improved  farms  which  dot  the  expanse 
L=ZJU==J  of  Assyria  Township,  Barry  County.  It 
consists  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  on  sec- 
tions 6  and  7,  and  forty  acres  on  section  1,  John- 
stown Township,  also  belong  to  the  estate.  Mr. 
Clarfc  has  lived  here  several  decades  and  has  done 
much  to  aid  in  the  development  of  this  part  of 
country,  and  as  a  patriot  soldier  he  deserves 
credit  for  the  work  he  did  in  securing  the  stability 
of  the  Union.  His  grandfather,  William  Clark, 
was  born  in  Massachusetts  and  was  one  of  the  pio- 
neers of  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.  There  he 
reared  a  family  one  of  whom,  Adlai,  was  born  in 
1800. 

Adlai  Clark  used  to  team  between  Buffalo  and 
Rochester,  and  also  to  farm  in  his  native  county.  He 
removed  from  there  to  Niagara  County  where  he 
remained  until  1850,  when  he  came  to  Michigan 
and  located  at  Climax.  There  he  died  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1852,     lie  was  an  old-liqe  Whig.    His  wife. 


formerly  Susannah  Webster,  was  born  at  Tyring- 
ham,  Mass.,  November  22,  1802,  and  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  a  native  of  New  Hampshire  and  claimed  to 
be  a  relative  of  Daniel  Webster.  She  died  at 
Climax,  this  State,  December  3,  1886,  at  the  home 
of  a  daughter.  She  was  a  devout  Christian  and  a 
regular  attendant  at  religious  services.  The  pa- 
rental family  included  Jerusha,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  fifteen  years;  Adlai  W.,  a  farmer  in  Johnstown 
Township;  Tamzy,  who  died  when  sixteen  years 
old;  Mrs.  Susan  Gray,  now  of  Charleston,  this 
State;  William  H.,  whose  home  is  in  Johnstown; 
Mrs.  Catherine  Pierce,  who  died  in  Charleston  in 
1886:  Norman  E.;  Daniel  B„  who  died  in  the 
service;  Francis  A.,  a  member  of  the  Michigan 
Sharp  Shooters,  who  was  killed  by  poisoned  food 
bought  of  rebels  at  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  Sherman  Z., 
who  also  died  in  the  service.  The  last  named  en- 
listed in  1862  in  the  Seventeenth  Michigan  Infan- 
try and  died  of  typhoid  fever  in  Virginia  in 
1864.  Daniel  was  a  private  under  Capt.  Burrows, 
of  Kalamazoo,  and  died  of  smallpox  on  board  a 
boat  on  the  Tennessee  River. 

The  birthplace  of  Norman  E.  Clark  was  Living- 
ston County,  N.  Y.,  and  the  date  of  the  event 
May  24,  1832.  He  was  two  years  old  when  his 
parents  removed  to  Niagara  County  and  he  lived 
within  seven  miles  of  Niagara  Falls,  whose  spray 
could  be  seen  from  his  home,  and  whose  mighty 
roar  formed  an  undertone  to  the  sounds  in  and 
about  the  dwelling.  He  pursued  his  studies  in  the 
common  school  and  when  a  mere  boy  learned  the 
rudiments  of  farming.  He  came  to  this  State 
when  eighteen  years  old,  and  being  absent  from 
home  when  his  father  was  taken  sick,  he  was  sent 
for  to  return  and  take  charge  of  the  family.  In 
1853  he  brought  them  to  Barry  County  and 
bought  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Johnston  Town- 
ship, deeding  half  of  it  to  his  mother.  He  built  a 
log  house  and  began  in  true  pioneer  style,  adding 
to  his  income  by  breaking  and  clearing  land  for 
other  settlers.  During  the  first  eight  years  in  the 
State  he  broke  over  eight  hundred  acres  and  cleared 
about  two  hundred,  using  from  six  to  seven  yoke 
of  oxen  on  the  plow.  He  was  also  engaged  in 
digging  deep  wells,  at  which  he  made  $3  a  day. 
In  1863,  after  the  death  of  his  three  brothers  in 
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their  country's  cause,  Mr.  Clark  volunteered,  en 
listing  December  29  in  the  Sixth  Michigan  Cav- 
alry. He  was  mustered  in  at  G/and  Rapids  two 
days  later,  and  as  a  member  of  Company  K  joined 
the  regiment  at  Stevensburg,  Va.,  and  became  a 
part  of  Gen.  Custer's  brigade.  He  rode  through 
the  Shenandoah  Valley  twice  and  took  part  in  the 
Battles  of  the  Wilderness  and  other  contests  in 
the  vicinity,  including  the  siege  of  Petersburg. 
When  peace  was  declared  he  was  sent  out  on  the 
plains  to  aid  in  subduing  the  Indians.  He  was 
mustered  out  at  Ft.  Leavenworth,  Kan.,  December 
22,  1865,  and  bore  to  his  home  an  honorable  and 
valorous  record. 

Prior  to  entering  the  army  Mr.  Clark  owned 
eighty  acres  of  land  which  he  sold  after  his  return, 
buying  instead  a  tract  of  equal  size  in  Maple 
Grove  Township.  This  he  improved  and  oper- 
ated until  1872  when,  on  account  of  ill-health,  he 
made  his  home  in  Climax  and  engaged  in  buying 
and  selling  horses.  He  soon  found  that  the  busi- 
ness was  not  sufficient  to  afford  a  good  mainten- 
ance, and  in  1875  bought  where  he  is  now  living. 
He  has  improved  the  property  with  every  building 
necessary  for  the  carrying  on  of  farm  work,  and 
has  done  so  well  that  he  has  money  to  loan  to 
those  who  are  less  fortunate.  He  has  deeded  the 
estate  to  his  wife  and  it  is  carried  on  by  his  son, 
as  he  is  suffering  from  the  effects  of  exposure  dur- 
ing the  war  and  is  also  nearly  blind. 

In  Johnstown,  Barry  County,  December  21, 
1857,  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Clark  and  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Bullis  was  solemnized.  The  bride  was  born 
in  Battle  Creek  and  lived  but  a  few  years  after  her 
marriage,  dying  before  the  Civil  War.  She  was 
the  mother  of  three  children — Edwin,  who  is  pur- 
suing farm  work;  Estelle,  who  was  educated  at 
Olivet  and  taught,  until  her  marriage  to  Emmett 
Gray,  of  Charleston;  and  one  who  died  in  infancy. 

The  present  wife  of  Mr.  Clark  was  united  to 
him  in  Maple  Grove  August  29,  1863,  prior  to 
which  time  she  was  known  as  Miss  Elizabeth  H. 
Hill.  Her  father,  John  Hill,  was  born  within 
twenty  miles  of  London,  England,  and  became 
foreman  of  a  large  farm  known  as  "Cole  Harbor." 
In  1852  he  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  and 
after  spending  a  year  near  Cleveland,  Ohio,  came 


to  Barry  County  where  he  has  become  prominent 
and  influential.  By  hard  work  and  economy  he 
cleared  and  improved  a  farm  in  Maple  Grove 
Township  and  he  is  now  enjoying  all  the  com- 
forts of  life.  He  is  seventy -seven  years  of  age 
and  his  wife,  formerly  Elizabeth  Bailey,  an  Eng- 
lish lady,  is  two  years  younger.  He  belongs  to  the 
Republican  party  and  his  religious  belief  is  that 
of  the  Church  of  God. 

Mrs.  Clark  is  the  second  of  seven  children  and 
was  born  near  London  January  16,  1846.  She 
was  seven  years  old  when  she  crossed  the  Atlantic 
with  her  parents  and  she  distinctly  remembers  the 
city  of  Liverpool,  at  which  place  she  saw  Queen 
Victoria.  She  also  recollects  the  six  weeks'  voy- 
age on  the  sailing-vessel  "Victoria,"  from  which 
the  family  landed  at  New  York.  She  has  worked 
her  own  way  from  the  age  of  eleven  years  and  is 
self-educated  and  self-made.  Few  women  have  done 
more  hard  work  or  passed  through  more  discour- 
aging experiences  than  she,  but  she  has  found  that 
energy  and  perseverance  will  accomplish  much, 
and  her  true  and  noble  heart  has  grown  warmer 
with  each  passing  year.  She  was  left  with  two 
small  children  and  the  care  of  the  home  when  her 
husband  entered  the  army  and  even  nowr  their  busi- 
ness affairs  devolve  largely  on  her  on  account  of 
her  husband's  state  of  health.  Her  motherly  ways 
and  the  genial  spirit  and  the  entertaining  converse 
of  her  husband  make  their  home  a  happy  one  and 
their  society  desirable. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clark  are  blest  with  a  bright  fam- 
ily,five  children  still  remaining  with  them.  They  are: 
Albert  M.,  who  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Rodgers, 
of  Lacey,  in  1889,  and  who  carries  on  the  farm; 
Maggie,  who  was  educated  at  Battle  Creek  High 
School;  Walter  C,  Ward  and  Ludencia.  Their 
oldest  living  child,  Olive,  was  graduated  at  Battle 
Creek  and  was  engaged  in  teaching  five  years, 
after  which  she  became  the  wife  of  Charles  Kolb, 
and  their  home  is  in  Battle  Creek.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Clark  lost  their  infant  children,  but  their  great  sor- 
row was  occasioned  by  the  accidental  drowning  of 
a  little  son,  two  and  one- half  years  old,  who  fell 
into  a  tank.  The  little  one  was  named  Ream,  after 
one  of  Mr.  Clark's  comrades,  who  was  a  noted 
scout,   and  by    reason  of  his   brightness   and  his 
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being  the  youngest  of  the  family  he  was  the 
pride  of  his  parents  and  the  delight  of  the  house- 
hold. His  mother's  heart  has  a  wound  that  is  yet 
unhealed,  although  she  endeavors  to  keep  the 
shadow  of  her  grief  from  darkening  other  lives 
that  are  already  clouded  by  the  same  blow. 

Vf/OHN  FURNISS,  Postmaster  at  Nashville, 
was  born  in  North  Royalton,  Cuyahoga 
County,  Ohio,  July  23,  1840.  He  comes  of 
an  old  and  honored  English  family,  his 
father,  William  Furniss,  having  been  born  near 
Leeds,  England.  He  came  to  America  at  the  age 
of  twenty-one  years  and  located  near  Attica,  N.  Y., 
where  he  followed  the  occupation  of  an  agricultur- 
alist. He  was  a  tallow-chandler  in  England,  but 
upon  his  emigration  to  Cuyahoga  County,  he  pur- 
chased a  farm  of  seventy  acres,  locating  upon  it 
about  1830.  The  land  was  in  its  primitive  condi- 
tion when  bought  by  Mr.  Furniss,  but  by  diligent 
work  he  soon  cleared  and  improved  it  and  contin- 
ued to  live  upon  it  until  his  death.  He  was  a  Re- 
publican in  politics  and  took  quite  an  active  inter- 
est in  the  success  of  his  party.  In  religion  he  was 
a  member  of  the  Christian  Church. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Alzina  Russell  and  was  a  native  of  New  York. 
To  her  and  her  husband  seven  children  were  born, 
six  of  whom  grew  to  maturity.  She  passed  away 
when  about  seventy-two  years  of  age,  her  husband 
dying  when  eighty-four  years  old.  Mrs.  Furniss 
was  also  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church.  The 
gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was  reared  on  a  farm 
and  was  the  recipient  of  but  a  limited  education, 
the  schools  of  those  days  being  run  on  the  rate  bill 
system  and  each  scholar  was  expected  to  furnish 
a  certain  quantity  of  wood  for  heating  the  room. 
The  furnishings  were  of  the  most  primitive  char- 
acter, slab  benches  serving  as  seats  and  the  writing 
desk  extending  around  the  walls  of  the  room. 

When  sixteen  years  old  our  subject  started  out 
to  do  for  himself,  choosing  the  trades  of  carpenter 
and  millwright.  These  he  followed  continuously 
for  some  four  years  and  has  worked  more  or  less 


at  them  ever  since.  He  was  also  employed  for 
some  time  in  a  sawmill.  In  the  spring  of  1868  he 
came  to  Barry  County,  where  he  purchased  eigjity 
acres  of  land  in  Assyria  Township.  He  improved 
forty  acres  of  this  tract  and  then  sold  it  and  rented 
the  Willis  sawmill,  operating  the  same  for  two 
years.  Then,  in  the  fall  of  1878,  he  came  to  Nash- 
ville and  operated  a  sawmill  for  the  two  succeeding 
years.  We  next  find  him  interested  as  a  stock 
buyer  and  shipping  animals  to  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  an 
occupation  which  he  has  followed  more  or  less  for 
the  last  ten  years.  A  great  many  cattle  have  been 
purchased  by  him  covering  a  radius  of  fifteen  miles, 
and  many  of  these  he  shipped  to  Grand  Rapids, 

Mr.  Furniss  won  for  his  helpmate  Miss  Franceiia 
Bratton,  the  marriage  rites  being  solemnized  July 
14,  1865.  She  was  born  in  Newfane,  Windham 
County,  Vt.,  March  30,  1844,  and  became  the 
mother  of  three  children — Delecta  E.,  Minnie,  and 
John  Clare.  She  passed  from  earth  April  30,  1884. 
In  politics  Mr.  Furniss  is  still  found  supporting 
Republican  principles.  He  has  served  the  interests 
of  his  fellow-townsmen  as  Supervisor  of  Castleton 
Township  two  terms — 1888-1889 — being  the  only 
Republican  Supervisor  who  has  been  elected  during 
the  past  twelve  or  thirteen  years.  He  was  installed 
Postmaster,  June  4,  1889.  Mr.  Furniss  has  never 
been  a  politician  but  no  member  of  the  community 
stands  higher  in  the  opinion  of  his  fellow- men 
than  he.  He  owns  the  west  half  of  the  northwest 
quarter  of  section  26,  Castleton  Township,  the  oper- 
ations of  which  he  superintends  and  which  is 
stocked  with  some  fine  animals.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity  at  Nashville,  being  a 
member  of  Lodge  No.  255,  and  Ivy  Lodge  No. 
37,  Knights  of  Pythias. 
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f/  OHN  H.  DENNIS.  The  biographical  writer 
is  always  pleased  to  note  evidences  of  pros- 
perit}7  and  to  record  the  successes  that  are 
(KIM/  won  by  an  honest  and  industrious  life,  and 
especially  is  this  true  when,  as  in  the  case  of  Mr. 
Dennis,  a  man  has  risen  by  his  own  efforts  to  a 
position  of  trust  and  responsibility.     The  family  of 
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which  our  subject  forms  one,  consisted  of  seven 
children— Mrs.  K.  J.  Lee,  John  II.,  Jacob  R.,  Mrs. 
A.  M.  Fuller,  Mrs.  Tillie  Jamison  and  George  S. 

The  natal  day  of  John  H.  Dennis  was  August  13, 
1839,  and  his  birthplace  Dauphin  County,  Pa.  His 
parents,  David  and  Mary  (Trego)  Dennis,  were 
natives  of  the  same  State.  He  received  a  fair 
common-school  education,  remaining  with  his  par- 
ents on  the  farm,  assisting  his  father  in  its  manage- 
ment. David  Dennis  came  to  Michigan  and  set- 
tled in  Irving  Township,  Barry  County,  where  he 
purchased  of  the  Government  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  wild  land.  In  addition  to  this  he 
also  purchased  land  in  the  county,  where  he  con- 
tinned  to  make  his  home  until  1861,  at  which  time 
his  death  occurred.  His  good  wife  did  not  follow 
him  to  the  better  land  until  some  twenty  years 
afterward. 

Our  subject  added  to  his  education,  which  began 
in  the  East,  in  Irving  Township,  remaining  on  the 
home  farm  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion, 
when    he  offered   himself  as  a  soldier  but  was   re- 
jected on  account  of  imperfect  eyesight.  Filled  with 
the  patriotism  that  animated  the  breasts  of  all  true 
Americans,  he  resolved  to  enter  the  army  in  spite 
of  the   defect.     Finally  his  efforts  were   rewarded 
and  he  procured  the  position  of  bugler  in  the  Sixth 
Michigan   Cavalry,  continuing  in  the  service  for 
three  years  and  two  months.     During  that  time  he 
was  taken  prisoner,   first  at  Fairfax  Court  House, 
but  was  released  at  the  expiration  of   three  hours; 
second,  at  the  battle  of  Hazel   River,  when  he  was 
retained  two  days;  the  third  time  at  Stephen  burg, 
Va.,  at  which  time  he  did  not   fare  so  well  as  for- 
merly, being  kept  at  Libby  Prison  for   four  weeks 
and  at  Belle  Isle  three  months   and   eighteen  days. 
Upon  his  exchange  he  returned  to  his  regiment  and 
was  appointed  to  the  position  of  Hospital  Steward, 
retaining  the  same  until  his  discharge  in  the  spring 
of  1865. 

At  the  close  of  the  Rebellion  he  went  West  with 
his  brigade,  engaging  in  the  Indian  warfares  on  the 
same  Bad  Lands  in  Dakota  where  they  are  having 
the  present  Indian  troubles  (1891).  During  that 
period  they  were  engaged  in  three  fights  and  dur- 
ing the  campaign  marched  over  much  of  the  Bad 
Lands.     At  the  close  of  the  campaign  he  returned 


to  Irving  Township,  where  he  taught  several  terms 
of  district  school.  In  1870  he  removed  to  Hast- 
ings and  purchased  a  part  interest  in  the  paper 
then  called  the  Home  Journal,  which  has  since  been 
changed  to  its  present  title,  the  Hastings  Journal, 
which  is  an  independent  Democratic  sheet.  Dur- 
ing President  Cleveland's  administration  in  1887, 
he  was  appointed  Postmaster  at  Hastings.  He  has 
been  a  candidate  on  the  county  ticket  for  Repre- 
sentative and  on  the  State  ticket  for  Commissioner 
for  State  Land  office,  and  owing  to  his  great  popu- 
larity in  the  county  among  his  many  friends  he 
always  runs  ahead  of  his  ticket. 

The  noble  woman  who  won  the  heart  and  hand 
of  Mr.  Dennis  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Mary 
Barber  Their  marriage  rites  were  celebrated  in 
Hastings  in  1871.  Mr.  Dennis  owns  a  pleasant 
home  on  Green  Street,  where  he  and  his  wife  by 
their  many  social  qualities  have  made  this  home  a 
local  center  of  interest  to  their  large  circle  of 
acquaintances.  Mr.  Dennis  is  a  member  of  the  order 
of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  Knights  of  Labor, 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  Patrons  of  Hus- 
bandry. 


ANIEL  DICKINSON  is  a  farmer  and  suc- 
cessful   fruit-grower    of    Eaton    Township, 
where  he  has  a  well-equipped   farm,  and  he 
is  said  to  have  had  a  longer  experience  in   raising 
strawberries  than  any  other  man  in  Eaton  County. 
He  is  a  native  of  Orleans  County,  N.  Y.,  born  De- 
cember 1,  1828.     He  is  a  son  of  Hosea  and  Soph- 
ronia  (Stockwell)    Dickinson,    who    were  also  na- 
tives of   the   Empire  State.     When  he  was  eight 
years  old  his  parents  removed  to  Niagara  County, 
and  there  he  grew  to  a  stalwart  manhood.     He  ac- 
quired his  education  mostly  in  the  district  schools, 
which  he  attended  in  the  winter  months   until  he 
was  sixteen  years  old,  when  his  schooling  ceased. 
Practically,  however,  his  education    did  not  stop 
there,  as  he  has  always  availed  himself  of  every  op- 
portunity to  gain  knowledge,  and   is  to-day  a  man 
of  marked  intelligence,  possessing  a  good  fund  of 
information  on  all  subjects  of  common   interest. 
From  early  boyhood  days  our  subject  has  en- 


222 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


gaged  in  farming,  and  in  later  years  has  devoted 
considerable  time  to  cultivating  small  fruits  as  well 
as  standard  fruits.  He  has  acquired  a  high  reputa- 
tion in  this  line,  and  his  products  command  a  ready 
market,  as  he  has  made  a  careful  study  of  the  best 
methods  of  fruit  culture,  and  the  soil  of  his  land  is 
well  adapted  to  that  purpose.  After  his  marriage 
Mr.  Dickinson  continued  to  live  in  Niagara  County 
for  a  short  time,  but  he  finally  went  from  his  na- 
tive State  to  Illinois,  and  for  some  three  years  re- 
sided in  Bureau  County.  At  the  expiration  of 
that  time  he  returned  to  his  old  home  in  Niagara 
County,  where  he  staid  but  a  short  time,  before 
he  decided  to  come  Eaton  County,  Mich.  After 
coming  here  he  settled  a  short  distance  north  of 
Charlotte,  in  the  spring  of  1860.  He  located  on 
his  present  farm  on  section  21,  Eaton  Township,  in 
the  fall  of  1864.  It  comprises  seventy-three  acres 
of  land  of  exceptional  fertility,  sixty  acres  of  which 
is  included  in  his  homestead,  and  is  under  careful 
cultivation.  When  it  came  into  his  possession  the 
land  was  mostly  in  a  wild  condition,  and  some  hard 
pioneer  work  was  required  before  it  attained  its 
present  fine  state. 

Mr.  Dickinson  was  married  in  his  native  State 
April  3,  1853,  to  Miss  Hannah  E.  Leavens,  in  whom 
he  has  a  wise  counselor  and  an  able  assistant.  Mrs. 
Dickinson  is  also  a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  born 
in  Monroe  County,  April  17,  1830.  Her  parents 
were  Joseph  and  Hannah  (Moon)  Leavens,  who 
were  natives  respectively  of  Albany  and  Warren 
County,  N.  Y.  They  had  eight  children,  of  whom 
these  seven  are  living:  John,  a  resident  of  Lapeer 
County;  Julia  N.,  wife  of  Sanford  Bentley,  of  Or- 
leans County,  N.  Y.;  Samuel,  a  resident  of  Ashta- 
bula County,  Ohio;  Mrs.  Dickinson;  Sarah,  Mrs. 
Stocking,  of  Charlotte ;  Mary  E.,  widow  of  Mr.  Pit- 
man, and  a  resident  of  Ashtabula  County;  and 
Aphia  O.  The  parents  of  our  subject  had  seven 
children,  of  whom  five  are  living:  Daniel;  Joseph, 
a  resident  of  California;  Sophronia  E.,  widow  of 
Dr.  Nathan  P.  Johnson,  of  Orleans  County,  N.  Y.; 
James  A.,  a  resident  of  Niagara  County,  N.  Y.; 
and  Jane  A.,  wife  of  S.  Wilson,  of  Niagara  County, 
N.  Y.  Emma  and  George  are  the  names  of  the 
children  that  died.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dickinson 
have  been  born  four  children:  Marvin;  Luren  D.,  a 


successful  teacher;  Emma  D.,  wife  of  Frank  Mike- 
sell;  and  a  child  that  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Dickinson  has  a  sensible,  well-balanced  mind. 
He  has  opinions  of  his  own  on  all  subjects,  which 
he  expresses  frankly  and  freely  on  all  proper  occa- 
sions. Especially  is  this  true  concerning  his  politi- 
cal beliefs,  and  he  is  always  found  on  the  side  of 
the  Republicans.  He  served  four  years  as  Justice 
of  the  Peace,  has  served  as  School  Director  in 
his  district  for  years,  and  in  1880  was  Census 
Enumerator  for  Eaton  Township.  He  and  his  wife 
are  among  the  foremost  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  are  active  in  doing  good 
wherever  they  can. 


ARSHALL.  L  COOK.  The  firm  of  Cook 
Bros.,  editors  and  proprietors  of  the  Hast- 
ings Banner,  is  made  up  of  the  above- 
named  gentleman  and  his  brother,  William 
R.,  both  of  whom  are  well-known  to  the  people  of 
this  vicinity  as  brilliant  and  energetic  young  men. 
He  whose  life  will  be  outlined  in  the  following 
paragraphs,  became  connected  with  the  sheet  of 
which  he  is  now  one  of  the  proprietors  in  1880, 
purchasing  the  plant  in  company  with  George  E. 
Bovvers.  The  interest  of  the  latter  gentleman  was 
after  two  years  bought  out  by  the  former  who  car- 
ried on  the  establishment  alone  five  years,  after 
which  a  half  interest  was  assumed  by  A.  D.  Nis- 
kern.  After  this  connection  had  lasted  about  two 
years  the  brother  of  our  subject  bought  out  Mr. 
Niskern  in  November,  1889.  Since  that  date  the 
journal  has  been  conducted  by  the  present  proprie- 
tors, who  divide  the  work,  our  subject  having  the 
editorial  department. 

The  Banner  is  the  oldest  paper  in  Barry  County 
and  was  established  in  1856.  It  now  has  a  sub- 
scription list  of  twenty-three  hundred  names  and 
its  circulation  is  increasing,  as  well  it  may,  every 
department  being  carefully  supervised  and  the  me- 
chanical work  being  well  done.  It  is  the  official 
organ  of  the  Republican  party  in  the  county  and 
its  utterances  on  all  questions  of  public  policy  are 
forceful  and  judicious.     While  upholding  the  prin- 
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eiples  of  the  party,  its  editor  is  keen  to  discern  the 
personal  unfitness  of  candidates  for  positions  of 
trust,  and  gives  no  uncertain  voice  to  his  con- 
demnation of  fraud  or  corruption  in  high  places. 
He  wields  the  pen  of  a  ready  writer,  shows  good 
judgment  in  clippings  from  other  journals,  and 
while  catering  to  a  certain  extent  to  the  tastes  of 
the  people,  is  molding  them  largely,  as  all  capable 
editors  perforce  do. 

Mr.  Cook  is  a  Barry  County  boy,  having  been 
born  in  Prairieville  Township,  August  12,  1858.  He 
was  graduated  in  Hastings  and  was  the  first  graduate 
from  the  city  school,  the  date  of  that  event  being 
1877.  He  subsequently  attended  Albion  College 
and  perfected  himself  in  higher  branches  and  further 
developed  his  literary  tastes  and  ability.  From 
college  he  returned  to  Hastings  and  purchased  an 
interest  in  the  Banner.  He  is  a  son  of  David  R. 
and  Martha  M.  Cook,  two  well-known  citizens,  the 
former  of  whom  is  numbered  among  the  early  set- 
tlers of  the  county,  he  having  come  hither  from 
his  native  State,  New  York,  about  1850. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write,  won  for  his 
companion  on  life's  journey  Mrs.  Belle  Youngs,  of 
Hastings,  who  became  his  wife  in  1884.  She  is  an 
educated,  amiable  lady,  whose  prudence  in  house- 
hold affairs  and  devotion  to  her  family  makes  her 
home  a  very  happy  one.  In  society  she  has  an 
honored  place,  and  as  occasion  offers  she  is  found 
taking  part  in  the  elevating  and  ennobling  enter- 
prises of  the  community.  The  union  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Cook  has  been  blest  to  them  by  the  birth  of 
two  sons — Robert  and  Hubert. 

In  various  financial  and  commercial  interests  of 
the  city  Mr.  Cook  has  a  share.  He  is  a  stock-holder 
in  the  City  Bank,  Director  and  Treasurer  of  the 
Hastings  Furniture  Company,  Secretary  of  the 
Chair  and  Table  Company  and  stock-holder  in  the 
Michigan  Whip  Company;  he  is  also  a  stock-holder 
and  Director  in  the  Building  &  Loan  Association 
of  Hastings  and  is  connected  with  the  Universal 
Credit  Agency  of  Grand  Rapids  and  Hastings.  Mr. 
Cook  is  a  Mason  and  a  Knight  of  Pythias,  and 
among  the  Knights  especially  holds  high  rank,  both 
in  degree  and  reputation.  On  the  return  of  Hast- 
ings Division,  No.  19,  from  the  conclave  in  Mil- 
waukee he  was  one  of  the  prominent  speakers  at 


the  banquet  tendered  that  lodge  by  the  citizens. 
In  his  own  happy  manner  he  gave  the  assembly 
some  of  his  ideas  of  the  Cream  City.  As  the  Di- 
vision to  which  he  belongs  during  that  conclave 
secured  for  the  second  time  the  World's  Champion- 
ship in  the  competitive  drill,  he  has  good  reason  to 
be  proud  of  his  connection  therewith,  and  is  en- 
titled to  a  share  of  j the; praise  lavished  upon  it  for 
its  perfect  evolutions.  Mr.  Cook  is  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  Superintendent 
of  the  Sunday-school,  to  the  interests  of  which  he 
gives  much  thought. 

— -  *  £^N<»  <•■«« — 


DWIN  N.  ELY.     The  chief  use  of  biogra- 
phy consists  in  the  noble  models  of  charac- 
ter in  which  it  abounds.     Our  great  ances- 
tors still  live  among  us  in  the  record  of  their  deeds, 
and  in  the  same  manner  when  the  present  genera- 
tion shall  have  passed  from  earth  they  will  still  live 
in  the  hearts  of  their  descendants,  furnishing  ex- 
amples of  industry  and  patience   for  their  posterity 
to  imitate  and  admire.     The  record  of  the  life  of 
Mr.  Ely  is   calculated   to   increase  a  man's  self-re- 
liance, fortify  his  hopes  and  elevate  his  aims.     He 
is  perhaps  the  wealthiest  man  in  Olivet,  yet  withal 
is  generous,   public-spirited  and    very  kind   to  the 
unfortunate.       The     various    interests    of    Eaton 
County  are  admirably  represented   and   sustained 
by  him;  he  is  a  stockholder  and  director  in  the 
Merchants'  National  Bank,  of  Charlotte,  Mich,  and 
has  been  particularly  interested  in  Olivet  Collet, 
aiding  it  liberally  with  his  money,  besides  serving 
as    Trustee   and    as   a    member  of   the  Executive 
Committee. 

Our  subject  comes  of  substantial  New  England 
stock,  and  is  the  son  of  Israel  and  Emily  (Beek- 
with)  Ely,  natives  respectively  of  Connecticut  and 
Barrington,  Mass.  The  father  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation  and  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil  in  Erie 
County,  N.  Y.  The  parental  family  included  five 
children,  of  whom  three  lived  to  maturity,  viz.  : 
George  B.,  Eunice  M.,  and  Edwin  N.,  of  this 
sketch.  The  latter  was  born  April  28,  1830,  in 
Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  reared  to  manhood  on 
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the  home  farm.  He  received  the  advantages  of  a 
fair  education,  first  attending  the  public  schools  of 
his  district  and  later  entering  an  academy  at  Gouv- 
erneur,  St.  Lawrence  County,  N.  Y.,  of  which  he 
was  a  student  for  a  year. 

In  1848  Mr.  Ely  came  to  Olivet  for  the  purpose 
of  visiting  his  sister,  Mrs.  A.  L.  Green.  He  de- 
sired to  spend  the  winter  as  a  student  in  what  was 
then  called  Olivet  Institute,  but  was  taken  ill,  and 
being  thus  prevented  from  prosecuting  his  studies 
returned  home  and  taught  school  during  one 
winter.  The  ensuing  season  he  returned  to  Olivet 
and  became  an  employe  of  the  firm  of  A.  L.  Green 
&  Co.,  where  he  remained  two  years.  Later  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  Mr.  Green  under  the 
firm  name  of  Green  &  Ely,  and  operated  the  Olivet 
flouring  mills,  sawmills  and  planing  mills.  In  con- 
nection with  other  business  the  firm  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  furniture,  hand  and  horse  rakes, 
and  hand  cradles.  The  partnership  continued 
nearly  twenty-five  years,  until  the  death  of  Mr. 
Green,  after  which  the  business  was  carried  on  for 
several  years  by  Mr.  Ely,  as  survivor  of  the  firm. 

Green  &  Ely  were  greatly  interested  in  trying  to 
secure  a  railroad  for  Olivet  and  were  the  main 
projectors  of  the  Marshall  &  Coldwater  Railroad, 
of  which  Mr.  Green  was  President.  They  had  a 
contract  for  building  seventy-five  miles  of  that 
road,  which  they  largely  sub-let  to  other  con- 
tractors. However,  they  did  a  great  deal  of  the 
bridge  work,  and  had  seventy  miles  of  the  road 
nearly  completed  that  is,  ready  for  the  iron,  when 
Mr.  Green  died  in  1875,  having  been  accidentally 
killed  by  the  falling  of  a  timber  while  building  a 
bridge.  Mr.  Ely  is  still  the  owner  of  the  sawmill. 
He  has  been  abundantly  blessed  with  this  world's 
goods,  owning  eight  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Wal- 
ton Township,  besides  a  great  deal  of  valuable 
village  property  in  Olivet,  among  which  is  a  brick 
block  and  a  beautiful  residence  on  Main  Street. 
He  inherited  $10,000  from  bis  father,  and  to  this 
he  has  added  by  successful  financial  ventures  and 
intelligent  operations  in  business. 

On  September  27,  1853,  Mr.  Ely  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Sophia  Barlow,  the  daughter 
of  Hiram  P.  and  Martha  (Jennisou)  Barlow,  natives 
respectively  of  Vermont  and  New  Hampshire.  Mrs. 


Ely  was  born  in  Ohio.  Her  father  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation  and  a  Baptist  minister.  As  hostess 
Mrs.  Ely  presides  over  her  beautiful  home  with 
graceful  refinement  and  cordial  hospitality.  To 
her  and  her  husband  three  children  have  been  born, 
one  of  whom,  Mary  E.,  died  in  infancy,  while  the 
survivors  are  George  M.  and  Emily  M.  George 
was  graduated  from  Olivet  College  and  is  engaged 
in  business  in  Ft.  Worth,  Tex.  He  married  Clara 
Leiter  and  they  have  three  children — Edith,  Bessie 
and  Georgie.  Emily  is  at  home.  Politically  Mr. 
Ely  is  a  stanch  Republican  and  has  served  his 
party  in  various  official  capacities.  He  is  an  active 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  by  his 
generous  aid  is  ever  ready  to  forward  any  philan- 
thropic and  benevolent  enterprise. 

The  attention  of  the  reader  is  directed  to  the 
lithographic  portrait  of  Mr.  Ely,  presented  on 
another  page  of  this  volume. 


■■Solffr 


OHN  TEXTER  owns  and  occupies  a  farm  of 
goodly  size  in  Irving  Township,  Barry 
County,  where  the  work  of  his  hands  is 
plainly  indicated  by  its  present  condition. 
The  property  consists  of  two  hundred  acres,  bears 
the  usual  improvements  made  by  a  man  of  enter- 
prising spirit  and  good  judgment,  and  presents  an 
appearance  of  home  comfort  attractive  to  the  pass- 
er-by. A  large  part  of  this  acreage  was  cleared  by 
Mr.  Texter  himself  and  he  has  lived  here  a  sufficient 
length  of  time  to  know  much  of  the  history  of  this 
part  of  the  State.  He  deserves  credit  for  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  has  fought  the  battle  of  life,  as  he 
began  his  personal  career  with  an  extremely  limited 
capital  and  little  book  knowledge.  By  dint  of 
good  habits  and  firm  principles  he  has  won  his  way 
to  a  position  of  worldly  prosperity  and  gained  the 
esteem  of  his  associates  while  so  doing. 

Mr.  Texter  is  of  German  ancestry,  his  grandpar- 
ents on  both  sides  having  emigrated  from  the 
Fatherland.  Grandfather  Texter  was  a  stone- 
mason and  farmer.  His  son  Martin,  who  was  born 
in  Bucks  County,  Pa.,  learned  the  trade  of  carpen- 
try, but  like  many  other  mechanics  of  the  time, 
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lived  upon  a  farm.  He  was  twice  married,  first  to 
Catherine  Westhaver,  who  bore  him  three  children, 
named  respectively,  Philip,  Susan  and  Hannah. 
His  second  wife  was  Sarah  Barkman,  who  was  also 
born  in  Bucks  County,  Pa.,  and  who,  like  her  hus- 
band, belonged  to  the  Lutheran  Church.  The 
second  union  of  Martin  Texter  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  thirteen  children,  two  of  whom  died  in 
infancy.  Those  who  lived  to  mature  3- ears  are 
Daniel,  Benjamin,  Sarah,  George,  Henry,  Peter, 
John,  Jacob,  Catherine,  Maria  and  Leah.  All  of 
these  except  Maria  married. 

The   birth  of  John  Texter  occurred  December 
16,  1816,  in  Bucks  County,  Pa.,  and  his  early  years 
were  spent  upon  a  farm   there.     In  the  spring  of 
1837  he  left  home  on  foot  and  walked  four  hundred 
and  twenty  miles,  stopping  at  a   point   two    miles 
west  of  Lexington,  Richland  County,  Ohio.     When 
he  reached  that  place  he  had  $5  on  which  to  depend 
should  accident  befall  him  or  he  find  it  impossible 
to  obtain  work  at  once.     He  was  a  vigorous  young 
man,  anxious  and  willing  to  labor  and  he  was  soon 
employed.     He  worked  at  any  honest  labor  to  which 
he  could  turn  his  hand,  but  spent  most  of  his  time 
doing  farm  work  on  shares.     In  1846   he  came  to 
this  State  with  a  wagon,  and  in  company  with  his 
father-in-law,  John  Wagner,  bought  one   hundred 
and    sixty    acres    of  land.     Mr.   Texter  took  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  this  tract  and  subse- 
quently   bought    the    other    forty.     Fie    has  more 
recently  added  to  it  and  now  has  an  estate  of  suffi- 
cient size  to  give  him  all  the  occupation  he  desires 
in  looking   after   its   cultivation,   and   an  income 
amply  sufficient  for  his  needs   is  derived   from  its 
products. 

Mr.  Texter  was  first  married  to  Miss  Sarah  Wag- 
ner, daughter  of  John  and  Catherine  Wagner,  who 
died  in  1847.  His  present  wife  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Sarah  Jordan,  being  a  daughter  of  David 
and  Elizabeth  Wida  (Lynn)  Jordan,  natives  of 
Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  where  she  also  was  born. 
Tn  1831  the  Jordan  family  removed  to  Richland 
County,  Ohio,  and  in  1850  came  to  Michigan.  Mr. 
Jordan  entered  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Irving 
Township,  Barry  County.  He  died  March  5,  1879, 
being  then  eighty-one  and  his  wife  died  August  20, 
1854,  when  fifty-two  years  old.     He  had  been  twice 


married  and  his  first  wife  had  left  seven  children, 
named  respectively,  Susan,  Mary,  Sarah,  Christian, 
Isaac,  Lucinda  and  David.  Lucinda  died  when 
nine  years  old,  but  the  others  lived  to  establish 
homes  of  their  own.  Mr.  Jordan  was  a  son  of 
Martin  and  Catherine  (Bender)  Jordan,  natives  and 
lifelong  residents  of  the  Keystone  State,  but  the 
family  was  originally  from  Germany. 

The  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Texter  consists  of 
John  W.,  Emma  E.  and  Mary  E.  living,  and  Will- 
iam W.,  Emiline  A.,  Martin  W.  and  Eddie  F.  de- 
ceased. The  children  who  have  been  taken  from 
them  by  death  died  in  childhood  and  early  youth 
except  Martin,  who  was  twenty-one  years  old. 
Upon  the  living  good  advantages  have  been  be- 
stowed, it  being  the  aim  of  their  parents  to  give 
them  as  perfect  equipment  for  the  battle  of  life 
as  possible.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Texter  belong  to  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  have  good  standing 
in  that  religious  body  and  many  friends  through- 
out the  community. 


>HEODORE  C.  DOWNING.  There  is  in  the 
f/ggv\  development  of  every  successful  life  a  les- 
s^/  son  to  every  one;  for  if  a  man  is  industri- 
ous, ambitious  and  honorable  in  his  ambition,  he 
will  undoubtedly  rise  to  a  position  of  prominence, 
whether  having  the  prestige  of  family  and  wealth, 
or  the  obscurity  of  poverty.  We  are  led  to  these 
reflections  in  reviewing  the  life  of  Mr.  Downing, 
who  is  a  member  of  the  banking  firm  of  Barry  & 
Downing,  at  Nashville,  Barry  County. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  occurred  in  Albion, 
Calhoun  County,  this  State,  January  9,  1843,  and 
his  father,  Cyrus  A.  Downing,  a  retired  faimer  and 
old  resident  of  this  count}-,  now  living  in  Nash- 
ville, was  born  in  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  May  14, 
1812.  His  father,  Asel  Downing,  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  a  native  of  Connecticut  and  born 
in  1756.  His  father,  great-grandfather  of  Mr. 
Downing,  was  born  in  Ireland  and  came  to  .Amer- 
ica during  Colonial  times,  settling  in  Connecticut, 
where  he  farmed  quite  extensively  and  also  ran  a 
sawmill.     He  reared  a  family  of  eight  sons  and  one 
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daughter ;  four  of  his  sons  fought  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary War.  He  passed  away  after  having  at- 
tained to  a  ripe  old  age. 

Asa  Downing  also  followed  the  life  of  a  farmer 
and  when  a  young  man  removed  to  Cayuga  County, 
N.  Y.  He  owned  and  farmed  fifty  acres  there  and 
in  1836  settled  in  Albion,  Calhoun  County,  this 
State,  where  he  bought  and  partially  improved  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land.  He  spent  his  last 
days  there,  dying  in  1 839  when  seventy-three  years 
old.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Regular  Baptist 
Church,  and  in  politics  was  a  stanch  Democrat. 
Hannah  Smith,  the  paternal  grandmother  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Connecticut  in  1766.  She 
became  the  mother  of  jdfcahffci'fchildren,  namely: 
Lucy,  Deborah,  Jonathan ^grnith^Alsa  Mina,  Per- 
melia,  Cyrus,  Araminta,  Hannah^^NIarT^  Lydia  and 
Salina.  The  grandmother  was  a  good  old  Baptist 
and  died  when  sixty-two  years  of  age.  She  was  of 
English  descent,  her  father  having  been  born  in 
England ;  he  was  a  sea  captain  for  forty  years  and 
and  died  when  four-score  years  of  age. 

Our  subject's  father  is  now  a  retired  farmer,  liv- 
ing at  Nashville.  He  made  his  advent  into  the 
Territory  of  Michigan  the  year  before  its  admis- 
sion into  the  Union  as  a  State,  journeying  overland 
by  team  and  wagon.  He  made  his  first  location  at 
Albion  when  there  was  but  one  store,  one  frame 
and  two  log  houses  in  that  place.  He  made  a  pur- 
chase of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  one- 
half  mile  from  that  now  thriving  city,  which  he 
improved  and  cultivated.  In  the  fall  of  1851,  he 
came  to  Barry  County,  and  bought  eighty  acres  on 
section  24,  Castleton  Township,  which  he  devel- 
oped and  resided  upon  until  1884,  the  date  of  his 
removal  to  Nashville.  Mr.  Downing  experienced 
many  of  the  hardships  of  pioneer  life,  the  country 
to  which  they  had  come  being  full  of  Indians  and 
they  were  called  upon  to  endure  many  trials,  not 
however,  from  the  savages,  as  they  were  friendly 
and  civilized. 

The  maiden  name  of  our  subject's  mother  was 
Cynthia  Luce,  and  she  became  Mrs.  Cyrus  Down- 
ing September  5,  1838.  Orleans  County,  N.  Y., 
was  the  place  of  her  nativity,  and  the  date  of  her 
birth  April  18,  1820.  Her  union  with  our  subject's 
father  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  eight  children, 


all  of  whom  are  living  and  bear  the  names  respect- 
ively of  Eleanor  C,  Theodore  C,  Anna  L.  (Mrs. 
Barny),  Josephine  A„  Melinda,  (Mrs.  Raymond), 
Manley  E.,  Homer  E.,  and  Buchanan  B.  Mrs.  Down- 
ing is  still  living.  Her  father,  Henry  Luce,  mater- 
nal grandfather  of  our  subject,  hailed  from  New 
Jersey  and  was  born  in  1791.  He  settled  in  Orleans 
County,  N.  Y.,  when  a  young  man  and  later  resided 
in  Niagara  County,  the  same  State.  He  came  to 
Michigan  in  the  year  of  1837,  making  settlement 
near  Albion,  Calhoun  County,  where  he  purchased, 
cleared  and  improved  a  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acre  tract  of  land.  He  there  passed  his  last  days, 
dying  in  January,  1864.  Rosanna  Sheldon,  a  na- 
tive of  Connecticut,  became  his  wife  and  bore  him 
thirteen  children.  The  maternal  great-grandfather 
of  our  subject,  Drake  Luce,  was  a  native  of  New 
Jersey.  He  later  became  a  large  landowner  and 
wealthy  farmer  of  Orleans  County,  N.  Y.  In  early 
life  he  bought  and  drove  cattle  to  New  York 
and  Philadelphia.  His  death  occurred  in  Orleans 
County  when  about  sixty  years  old. 

The  son,  of  whom  this  sketch  is  written,  came  to 
Barry  County  with  his  parents  in  the  fall  of  1851. 
He  was  carefully  trained  by  them  in  all  that  goes 
to  make  an  honest  man  and  a  good  citizen,  and  in 
the  district  schools  received  his  education.  At  the 
time  of  his  parents'  location  on  section  24,  Castle- 
ton Township,  there  were  more  Indians  in  the 
neighborhood  than  whites.  In  1857  he  supple- 
mented his  primary  education  in  attendance  at  the 
college  in  Albion,  after  which  he  taught  several 
terms  of  school  in  Barry  and  Eaton  Counties.  He 
then  engaged  as  salesman  in  the  general  store  of 
Barlow,  Goodyear  &  Grant,  at  Hastings,  remaining 
with  them  one  year.  At  the  expiration  of  this 
time  he  came  to  Nashville,  and  opened  a  store  of 
his  own.  He  helped  to  log  up  and  burn  the  brush 
from  the  main  street  of  Nashville,  which  was  at 
that  time  a  little  more  than  a  hamlet.  He  with 
partners,  started  the  first  general  store  in  1865, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Wheeler,  Downing  &  Co. 
After  the  first  year  of  business  the  stjde  was 
changed  to  Wheeler  <fe  Downing  and  they  contin- 
ued thus  to  operate  for  six  years.  In  those  early 
times  their  goods  had  to  be  hauled  from  Battle 
Creek,  twenty- two  miles  away.     In  1871  the  stock 
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was  divided  and   each  ran  a  store  separately.     Six 
months  later  our  subject  purchased  the  interest  of 
Mr.  Wheeler  and  consolidated  the  two  businesses. 
He  continued   in  this  line  of  mercantile    life  until 
1875  at  which  time  he  sold  out  and  became  one  of 
the  partners  and  organizers  of  the  banking  firm   of 
Barry,  Everts  &  Co.     In   1881  Mr.  Everts  retired 
and  since  that  time  the  bank  has  operated  under  the 
title  of  Barry  &  Downing.     Our  subject  holds  the 
position  of  Cashier.     He  also  has  an  interest  in  the 
lumber  yard  of   Marshall  &  Downing,  and  is  part 
owner  of  a  farm  of   one  hundred  and    thirty-five 
acres  in  Woodland  Township,  and  one  in  Castleton 
Townshipembracing  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres. 
The  marriage  of   Mr.  Downing  was   celebrated 
March    29,  1868,  at   which    time   Miss   Nellie   E. 
Holmes  became    his  wife.     She  was  born  in   Hills- 
dale County,  this   State,  in  1850,  and    has  become 
the  mother  of  two  children,  Clair  and  Vera.    Polit 
ically  Mr.  Downing  is  and  always  has  been  an  earn- 
est and  stanch  Democrat.     Socially  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity  holding  membership  with 
Nashville  Lodge,  No.  255,  at   Nashville.     He  has 
been  honored  by  his  fellow-citizens  with  the  offices 
of  Township  Clerk  and   Treasurer,  and   with  the 
exception  of  three  years  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Village  Council  since  its  incorporation  in    1869. 
His  pleasant  home  in  the  midst  of  agreeable  sur- 
roundings,  is  one  of  the   notable  centers  of    the 
social  life  of  the  cultured  society  of  Nashville. 

S|  OHN  P.  FERGUSON,  M.  D.  It  is  undoubt- 
[  edly  true  that  Dr.  Ferguson,  of  Middleviile, 
is  one  of  the  most  successful  surgeons  in 
Barry  County  and  skillful  in  the  treatment  of 
diseases  of  various  natures.  He  was  thoroughly 
schooled  in  professional  knowledge,  and  since  his 
graduation  has  had  an  experience  extending  over  a 
number  of  years  and  in  fields  where  he  was  con- 
stantly occupied.  He  has  not  been  content  with 
the  knowledge  of  therapeutics  gained  in  his  early 
years,  but  has  been  a  close  student  of  books  and  an 
equally  acute  observer  of  the  effect  of  remedial 
agencies,  and  has  endeavored  to  keep  pace  with  the 


M, 


discoveries  that  are  being  made  in  the  science  of 
medicine.  In  connection  with  his  large  practice  he 
carries  on  the  drug  business. 

Dr.  Ferguson,  as  the  patronymic  indicates,  is  of 
Scotch  lineage.  His  grandparents  in  both  lines 
emigrated  from  the  land  of  Bruce  to  Canada,  and 
there  his  parents,  Robert  and  Jane  (Pickering)  Fer- 
guson, spent  their  lives.  Robert  Ferguson  served 
as  a  soldier  in  the  rebellion  of  1837.  He  was  a 
farmer  and  was  an  active  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  His  family  comprised  twelve 
children,  eight  of  whom  grew  to  maturity,  three 
being  sons,  viz:  George,  now  living  in  Canada; 
Robert,  in  Illinois;  and  John  P.,  in  Michigan. 

The  birthplace  of  Dr.  Ferguson  was  the  County 
of  Halton,  Province  of  Ontario,  Canada,  and  his 
natal  day  July  31,  1839.  During  the  summer 
months,  after  he  was  large  enough  to  do  so,  he 
took  part  in  farm  work,  and  devoted  the  winters  to 
study,  receiving  a  thorough  training  in  the  gram- 
mar schools  of  his  native  country.  He  was  twenty- 
four  years  of  age  when  he  began  his  professional 
studies  with  Titus  C.  Crooker,  M.  D.,  and  M.  R.  C. 
S.  He  devoted  four  years  to  study  in  the  office 
and  in  the  university  and  was  graduated  from  Vic- 
toria College,  of  Coburg,  in  Canada.  In  1867  he 
located  in  Lapeer  County,  Mich.,  where  he  prac- 
ticed about  a  twelvemonth,  after  which  he  removed 
to  Chicago,  111.  There  he  built  up  a  large  and 
lucrative  practice  in  a  short  time  and  during  his 
residence  performed  some  of  the  most  difficult  sur- 
gical operations.  The  great  fire  swept  away  his 
possessions,  and  feeling  that  the  prospect  for  mak- 
ing a  living  in  the  ruined  city  was  but  poor,  he 
determined  to  seek  another  field. 

Dr.  Ferguson  returned  to  Canada,  where  he 
remained  between  two  and  three  years,  and  he  then 
came  again  to  Michigan,  this  time  locating  in 
Ottawa  County.  In  the  fall  of  1875  he  came  to 
Middleviile,  where  he  has  continued  to  reside  and 
has  had  excellent  success  in  his  chosen  work.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  State  Medical  Society  and  is  a 
frequent  contributor  to  medical'  journals,  giving 
accurate  expression  to  his  opinions,  making  wise 
queries,  and  placing  clearly  before  other  readers 
any  experiment  or  incident  that  has  a  bearing  upon 
their  work,     lie  i§   a  man  of   social  nature   and 
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benevolent  spirit,  as  indicated  by  his  membership 
in  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the 
Knights  of  Pythias. 

The  Doctor  has  a  happy  home,  in  charge  of 
which  is  an  educated  and  refined  lady  with  whom 
he  was  united  in  marriage  June  2,  1870.  Prior  to 
that  time  she  was  known  as  Miss  Emma  A.  Rich- 
ardson. Three  children  have  been  born  of  the 
union,  but  two  only  are  living — Raymond  M.  and 
Rob  B.  The  elder  of  these  is  now  a  student  at 
Ann  Arbor. 


=3|= 


m  LBERT  H.  KEITH,  a  native  of  Somerset 
mllji    County,  Me.,  born  August  3,  1840,  is  a  son 
~lfi    of    Howard  C.    and    Elizabeth    (Warren) 
^,  Keith,  natives  of  Massachusetts.     He  was 

engaged  in  the  lumber  and  mercantile  business  and 
also  hotel  keeping,  running  an  hotel  at  Canaan, 
Somerset  County,  and  one  at  North  Vassalboro, 
Kennebec  County.  He  came  to  Michigan  in  1848, 
and  settled  in  Hastings  Township,  Barry  County, 
on  a  farm.  He  had  the  largest  sugar  works  in 
Michigan,  having  two  thousand  trees,  and  boiled 
seventy-five  barrels  of  sap  at  a  time.  He  also 
made  black  salts  and  pearlash  and  also  carried  on 
the  first  brickyard  in  the  county,  employing  from 
ten  to  twenty  men.  He  cleared  off  several  farms 
and  engaged  in  the  hardwood  lumber  business. 
He  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  men  of  the 
county  and  a  brother-in-law  of  Judge  Robinson,  of 
Hastings. 

The  mother  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  Eliz- 
abeth, was  the  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Sarah 
Warren,  natives  of  England,  who  came  to  Amer- 
ica and  settled  in  Sidney,  Me.  Six  children  were 
born  to  the  parents  of  our  subject,  five  of  whom 
are  now  living:  Sarah,  Willard,  Mary,  Clara  and 
our  subject.  The  latter  attended  school  in  Barry 
County  until  eleven  years  of  age,  when  he  attended 
school  at  Ypsilanti  one  year.  From  there  he 
removed  to  Illinois  and  engaged  in  farming  and 
other  matters.  The  father  of  our  subject  remained 
here  eight  years  then  moved  to  Livingston  County, 
where  he  purchased  a  farm  and  lived  upon  it  till 


his  death  in  1872.  His  wife  still  resides  in  Liv- 
ingston County.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject 
was  Hamden  Keith,  a  native  of  Scotland,  and  his 
father  was  the  Rev.  Sidney,  a  Scotch  divine  who 
came  to  Bridgewater,  N.  Y.,  where  he  preached, 
and  died. 

Albert  Keith  enlisted  in  the  Union  army  in 
1861  and  was  commissioned  Corporal  in  Com- 
pany C,  Forty-fourth  Regiment.  He  was  slightly 
wounded  at  Springfield,  Mo.,  and  was  taken  prisoner 
at  Raleigh,  N.  C,  but  was  immediately  exchanged. 
Owing  to  a  stroke  of  paralysis  he  was  honorably  dis- 
charged and  returned  to  Illinois  where  he  clerked  in 
a  dry-goods,  hardware  and  clothing  house.  He  also 
purchased  land  in  Livingston  County,  and  filled  the 
position  of  conductor  on  the  Toledo,  Peoria  & 
Warsaw  and  Chicago  &  Paducah  Railways  for  about 
four  years.  He  then  purchased  lots  and  built  a 
livery  and  harness  shop  at  Longpoint,  Livingston 
County,  engaging  five  men  in  the  harness  shop. 
He  then  sold  out  and  came  to  Hastings  and  com- 
menced in  the  livery  business  and  introducing 
blooded  stock — the  Hambletonian  and  Champion. 
Politically  he  is  a  strong  advocate  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party  and  socially  a  member  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic. 


\Tp\\  OBERT  McELWAIN.  Barry  County  has 
vd?  no  more  highly  respected  resident  than  the 
Li  w  gentleman  above  named,  the  seat  of  whose 
^||  agricultural  work  is  on  section  29,  Barry 
Township.  His  home  farm  consists  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  of  choice  land  and  he  has 
quite  a  goodly  acreage  in  other  parts  of  the  county. 
He  divides  his  attention  between  general  farming 
and  stock-raising,  and  thrives  in  proportion  to  his 
zeal  and  perseverance.  A  tasty  farm  house,  sub- 
stantial barns  and  other  buildings,  and  the  usual 
garden  and  orchard  plats,  meet  the  eye  of  a  visitor 
and  the  orderly  arrangement  and  neatness  every- 
where noted  are  significant  of  the  character  of  the 
occupants  of  the  farm. 

As  the   patronymic   indicates,   be  of   whom  we 
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write  is  of  Scotch  lineage.  His  grandfather,  Bur- 
goyne  McElwain,  emigrated  to  America  prior  to 
the  Revolution  and  took  part  in  that  struggle  for 
American  liberty.  He  died  in  New  York,  and  in 
Delaware  County  his  son  Samuel  was  born  in  1800. 
That  gentleman  adopted  farming  as  his  life  work 
and  continued  it  in  this  State  from  1846  until  old 
age.  Upon  removing  hither  he  bought  new  land 
in  Barry  Township  and  County  and  built  a  log 
house  in  which  his  family  lived  some  years.  So 
undeveloped  was  the  section  that  only  an  Indian 
trail  led  to  Hastings  and  there  was  a  settlement  of 
the  red  men  near  his  location. 

Samuel  McElwain  and  his  wife,  Eliza  Harkness, 
lived  to  see  great  changes  in  the  appearance  of  the 
country,  and  he  did  much  to  bring  them  about.  He 
was  Supervisor  of  the  Township  and  an  honored 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  living  his  reli- 
gion week-days  as  well  Sundays.  He  died  in  1881, 
having  survived  his  companion  many  years.  Mrs. 
McElwain,  who  was  born  in  New  York  in  1809, 
breathed  her  last  April  14,  1865.  The  family  con- 
sisted of  five  children,  our  subject  and  three  oth- 
ers surviving. 

Robert  McElwain  was  born  in  Delaware  County, 
N.  Y.,  April  22,  1830,  and  was  reared  amid  the 
surroundings  of  farm  life.  He  helped  his  father 
clear,  improve  and  pay  for  the  farm  in  this  State, 
and  in  the  meantime  continued  his  pursuit  of 
knowledge  in  the  common  school,  having  begun 
his  education  in  his  native  State.  About  the  time 
he  became  of  age  he  clerked  in  a  store  in  York- 
ville  a  year,  after  which  he  took  charge  of  the 
homestead  and  the  care  of  his  parents. 

In  the  year  1862  Mr.  McElwain  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Susan  Kelley,  who  was  born  in 
Ohio  in  1 840  and  is  a  daughter  of  John  and  Hannah 
Kelley.  Mr.  Kelley  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  and 
Mrs.  Kelley  in  Ohio,  and  in  the  latter  State  they 
were  married.  They  removed  thence  to  Barry 
County,  Mich.,  and  Mr.  Kelley  died  here  in  1886; 
his  widow  died  March  7,  1891.  Mrs.  McElwain 
is  an  excellent  housewife,  a  judicious  manager  and 
a  sympathizing  companion  and  mother.  She  has 
borne  her  husband  two  children — Alma  B.  now 
deceased,  and  Elwyn  R.,  a  promising  lad  of  four- 
teen suinmers.     On  this  son  the  fopd  parents  cen- 


ter many  hopes,  looking  forward  to  seeing  him 
occupy  an  honorable  position  among  men. 

Mr.  McElwain  is  well  posted  regarding  general 
topics  and  possesses  considerable  influence  in  his 
community.  He  votes  the  Democratic  ticket  and 
often  acts  as  delegate  to  conventions  but  never 
seeks  office  himself.  For  twenty-one  years  he  has 
been  a  Mason  and  he  is  fully  in  sympathy  with 
the  benevolent  and  moral  ideas  of  the  order.  As 
man  and  citizen  he  has  a  good  record,  and  receives 
respect  and  friendship  from  his  fellow-men. 


-«= 
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\f  OHN  P.  H.  KENYON.  This  highly  respect- 
ed gentleman  and  prominent  citizen  of  Hast- 
ings is  now  Ailing  the  office  of  Treasurer  of 

_  Barry  County.  During  his  residence  here 
he  has  filled  other  positions  of  trust,  holding  the 
office  of  Township  Clerk  two  terms  and  Township 
Supervisor  two  terms.  He  is  a  native  of  Orleans 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  opened  his  eyes  to  the 
light  September  30,  1852.  His  parents,  Robert  F. 
and  Sophia  (Thomas)  Kenyon,  were  natives  of 
Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  and  Pennsylvania  re- 
spectively. His  father  was  a  tiller  of"  the  soil  in 
New  York,  but  came  West  in  1879  to  this  county, 
and  settled  in  the  northern  part  of  Hastings  Town- 
ship, where  he  lived  with  our  subject  until  his 
death  which  occurred  in  1888.  The  mother  is  now 
living  with  her  son  our  subject. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  the  gentlemen  of 
whom  this  sketch  is  a  life  record  were  Barber  and 
Lydia  J.  Kenyon,  and  were  natives  of  the  same 
State  as  their  grandson,  where  the  grandfather 
engaged  in  milling,  farming  and  the  mercantile 
business.  He  removed  to  Barry  County,  and  was 
one  of  the  pioneers  of  Carlton  Township  where  he 
resided  until  1879,  when  he  moved  to  Hastings 
Township  where  his  life  career  ended.  The  mater- 
nal grandparents  of  Mr.  Kenyon  were  Samuel  and 
Jane  (White)  Thomas,  natives  of  the  Keystone 
State.  Mr.  Thomas  was  a  boot  and  shoe  maker  by 
trade  and  moyed  from  Pennsylvania  to  New  York 
where  he  resided  with  his  wife  until  his  death. 

There  were  i?orn  to  Robert  Kenyon  and  his  esti- 
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mable  wife  five  children  of  whom  our  subject  is  the 
youngest.  Mrs.  Lydia  J.  Thomas  of  Hastings;  Mrs. 
Sarah  M.  Clark  resides  at  What  Cheer,  Iowa;  Lucius 
B.;  the  Rev.  William  R.,  a  minister  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church,  residing  in  Pennsylvania; 
and  our  subject.  Mr.  Kenyon  received  his  educa- 
tion in  Albion  Academy,  Orleans  County,  N.  Y., 
and  Yates  Academy  of  the  same  county.  During 
his  school  clays  he  remained  on  the  farm  and  after 
leaving  school  he  taught  in  the  same  county  for 
three  terms.  He  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Carrie  King  in  1877.  Mrs.  Kenyon's  father  and 
mother,  George  and  Melissa  (Culp)  King,  were  na- 
tives of  New  York.  To  our  subject  and  his  worthy 
wife  were  given  six  children:  BernieL.,  Samuel  R., 
Mabel  and  Millie  (twins),  Ralph  and  Maud.  On 
the  20th  of  March,  1879,  Mr.  Kenyon  came  to  Mich- 
igan, locating  in  the  northern  part  of  Hastings 
Township.  He  purchased  a  farm  and  built  a  house 
and  barn  and  lived  on  the  same  eleven  years.  After 
his  election  to  his  present  responsible  office  he 
removed  to  the  city  of  Hastings,  and  now  lives  on 
Green  Street  where  he  and  his  wife  endeavor  to 
make  a  pleasant  home  for  their  family  and  numer- 
ous acquaintances.  They  are  well-known  and  highly 
respected  in  the  society  circles  of  the  city  and  arc 
deservedly  loved  by  all  with  whom  they  come  in 
contact.  Socially  he  is  a  leading  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias;  politically  he  is  a  stanch  sup- 
porter of  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party, 
always  believing  that  party  to  be  the  one  honor- 
able citizen  should  uphold.  A  life  of  industrious 
efforts  marked  by  honesty  and  uprightness  has 
made  Mr.  Kenyon  an  honored  citizen  and  won  him 
the  love  and  confidence  of  the  community. 


^DWARD  DeGROOT.  This  county  is  in- 
IIU)  debted  to  the  lands  across  the  sea  for  many 
/JL^  0f  Der  niost  prosperous  and  enterprising 
citizens.  Not  the  least  among  these  is  the  above- 
named  gentleman.  By  his  industry  and  persever- 
ance he  has  risen  to  rank  among  the  brightest 
business  men  of  Barry  County  and  now  holds  the 
responsible  position  of  Superintendent  of  the  Hast- 


ings Furniture  Company.  He  is  also  draughtsman 
for  the  same  and  one  of  the  directors  of  the  com- 
pany, owning  shares  of  stock.  He,  with  Mr.  Dicker- 
man,  organized  the  company  in  Juty,  1889. 

Mr.  DeGroot  is  a  native  of  Holland,  born  Feb- 
ruary 19,  1861.  His  parents,  John  and  Aggia 
(Talsma)  DeGroot,  natives  of  the  same  country, 
came  to  America  in  1869,  and  settled  at  Grand 
Rapids,  Mich.  His  father  before  coming  to  America 
engaged  in  the  millwright  business,  but  since  set- 
tling here  has  followed  that  of  a  cabinet-maker. 
His  paternal  grandfather,  Sjirk  DeGroot,  was  a 
sea  captain  and  followed  seafaring  during  his  life- 
time. He  was  a  man  of  fine  physique  and  great 
energy,  qualities  which  have  descended  to  his  pos- 
terity. The  grandfather  was  the  parent  of  five 
children,  four  still  living,  namely:  Reinder,  Klass, 
John,  Tryntje,  all  living  in  Europe  except  John, 
the  father  of  our  subject.  The  latter  is  the 
second  in  birth  of  a  family  of  three  children; 
Sjirk  is  foreman  of  the  machine  department  of 
the  Furniture  Company  at  Hastings;  Edward; 
Cornelia,  a  resident  of  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 

Our  subject  having  only  gone  to  school  for  a 
short  time  in  his  native  land,  attended  school  at 
Grand  Rapids  for  some  years.  After  finishing 
his  education  he  was  engaged  as  a  chair  painter  with 
the  Grand  Rapids  Chair  Company  for  one  year.  He 
then  during  two  years  clerked  in  a  dry-goods, 
boot  and  shoe  store.  He  then  worked  for  a  short 
time  in  the  sash  and  door  factory  at  Grand 
Rapids,  after  which  he  began  learning  the  cabi- 
net trade  and  served  about  five  years  with  differ- 
ent companies  in  that  city.  He  subsequently 
engaged  in  the  flour  and  feed  business,  following 
the  same  about  six  months,  when  he  sold  out  and 
was  employed  in  contracting  and  building,  for 
the  next  three  years,  employing  from  fifteen  to 
twenty-five  men  on  the  work.  He  then  removed 
to  Battle  Creek,  taking  the  position  of  foreman 
for  the  Union  School  Furniture  Company.  From 
there  he  went  to  Gobleville,  Mich.,  filling  the  posi- 
tion of  Superintendent  in  a  furniture  company  for 
one  year,  when  the  company  was  burned  out  and 
he  came  to  Hastings. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  married  to  Miss 
Anna  Wonnink,  of  Grand   Rapids,  in   1882.     Mrs. 
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DeGroot  is  the  daughter  of  John  and  Gertrude 
Wonnink,  of  Grand  Rapids.  To  this  union  have 
been  born  three  children,  one  of  whom  is  deceased 
— Cora  Hazel.  Aggie  and  Gertrude  are  still  liv- 
ing. Mr.  DeGroot  and  his  estimable  wife  are  con- 
sistent, earnest  workers  in  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
Mr.  DeGroot  being  a  prominent  and  successful 
teacher  in  the  Sunday-school.  Politically  he  is  a 
Prohibitionist,  advocating  all  measures  of  reform. 
Socially  he  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias 
and  Knights  of  the  Maccabees  at  Hastings,  Mich. 
Mr.  DeGroot  possesses  that  energy  and  tact  which 
invariably  bring  success  to  the  owner,  and  he  is 
adding  to  his  popularity  and  also  to  his  financial 
standing  each  year  and  ranks  high  in  the  esteem 
of  his  communit}^. 


-€H**- 


Ur\R.  MARY  E.  GREEN.  In  reviewing  the 
)))  progress  made  by  the  arts  and  sciences  dur- 
ing  the  past  few  years  one  becomes  most  in- 
terested in  the  biographies  of  the  persons  who  have 
accomplished  most  in  these  directions.  We  too 
often  forget  those  who  helped  clear  the  path  so 
easily  traversed,  the  pioneers  who  have  been  willing 
to  do  little  in  a  new  direction,  rather  than  much  in 
an  old,  for  the  sake  of  those  who  follow.  In  some 
respects  Dr.  Mary  E.  Green  might  be  called  a  pio- 
neer. Among  the  first  to  enter  the  profession  of 
medicine  in  this  country,  she  helped  bear  the  in- 
sults that  were  heaped  upon  those  who  stood  with 
her  and  helped  clear  away  the  obstacles  placed  in 
their  path.  This  was  not  accomplished  by  mere 
book-knowledge.  There  were  in  her  qualities  su- 
perior to  anj^  that  can  be  acquired,  splendid  confi- 
dence in  herself  and  in  womanhood  and  a  sense  of 
individual  responsibility. 

Her  parents,  Allen  Green  and  Emily  (Wicks) 
Green  were  born  in  the  fertile  Mohawk  Valley  of 
New  York  and  farther  back  her  ancestors  came 
from  New  England.  Her  mother  was  a  busy,  en- 
ergetic woman,  spinning  flax  and  wool,  making  the 
household  linen  and  woolen  goods.  Her  husband's 
and  children's  clothes  were  made  from  cloth  spun, 
woven  and  dyed  by  herself  and  as  a  house  and 
homekeeper  she  was  widely  famous.     Mr.  and  Mrs, 


Green  lived  upon  a  farm  one  mile  from  Machias, 
N.  Y.,  and  there  Mary  was  born  in  1844.  Her 
childhood  was  singularly  happy.  She  was  familiar 
with  every  flower,  tree  or  bird  about  her  home, 
gathering  the  roots  from  which  her  mother  brewed 
her  homemade  beer,  as  well  as  the  golden- rod,  but- 
ternut and  beech-bark  with  which  she  dyed  her 
cloth  and  yarn.  Mary  began  school  when  three 
years  old  and  these  early  days  seemed  to  such  a 
child  like  life  in  Acadia.  But  it  was  not  for  long. 
There  was  an  anxiety  among  the  neighbors  to  ugo 
west,"  so  early  in  the  '50s  Mr.  Green's  farm  was 
sold  and  his  own  family,  with  six  others,  began  the 
overland  journey  westward.  In  the  autumn  they 
arrived  at  Battle  Creek.  The  father  was  soon 
prostrated  with  pneumonia,  the  mother  with  typhoid 
fever  and  that  winter  is  remembered  as  a  ceaseless 
round  of  doctors'  visits  and  a  ceaseless  outgo  of 
money.  The  family  located  in  various  places  after 
the  next  spring,  and  at  last  with  means  exhausted, 
they  settled  on  a  section  of  school  land  in  Barry 
County.  Their  land  was  covered  with  a  dense 
forest  in  which  lived  numbers  of  Indians  who  often 
visited  the  settlers'  homes  with  game  or  wild  fruits. 
Soon  a  space  was  cleared,  a  small  house  built  and 
father,  mother  and  three  daughters  began  life  over 
again.  There  were  no  brothers  in  the  family 
and  little  Mary  with  characteristic  determination 
worked  out  of  doors  with  her  father,  helping  clear 
the  land  about  their  home.  She  used  the  ax  better 
than  most  boys  of  her  age,  burned  brush  heaps, 
and  later  when  the  ground  was  tilled  helped  gather 
the  crops.  Instead  of  questioning  whether  or  not 
it  was  proper  to  do  boy's  work,  she  just  did  it. 
Everything,  from  milking  the  cows  to  ploughing 
out  the  corn  became  her  work  and  she  felt  that  she 
was  really  of  account  upon  receiving  the  praise 
from  her  father  that  she  could  ''stack  oats  as  well 
as  any  man  and  better  than  most."  Thus  she  be- 
came one  of  the  pioneers  of  Barry  County. 

When  the  home  became  more  comfortable  and 
the  mother  was  once  more  able  to  spin  and  weave, 
Mary,  who  had  been  some  three  years  absent  from 
school,  determined  that  to  school  she  would  go. 
But  how?  School  was  a  long  distance  away  and 
could  not  be  thought  of  if  she  remained  at  home. 
So  she  found  a  place  in  which   she  worked  for  her 
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board  and  by  doing  extra  work  had  her  schooling 
paid  for.  During  vacation  Mary  did  housework 
at  $1  a  week  and  never  in  her  life  has  felt  richer 
than  at  this  prospect  of  sometime  realizing  the 
dream  of  her  life,  an  education.  She  has  often 
said  that  her  best  studying  has  been  done  while  she 
was  engaged  in  housework,  and  her  ability  in  that 
department  now  proves  that  while  everything  was 
made  subservient  to  her  books,  no  detail  of  her 
work  was  neglected  for  them.  In  winter  she  wore 
the  one  homespun  dress  made  by  her  mother,  in 
summer  a  calico,  for  her  need  of  books  stifled  all 
other  desires.  When  fourteen,  Mary  passed  a 
''teacher's  examination, "  and  began  teaching  school. 
Then  she  was  rich  indeed,  getting  $2  a  week  and 
"boarding  round."  Soon  she  was  able  to  enter  the 
Hastings  Public  School  and  later  the  Battle  Creek 
High  School.  Those  who  knew  her  then  remember 
her  as  a  very  bright,  energetic  girl,  straightforward 
and  frank  in  action  and  always  a  friend  to  the  un- 
fortunate. At  Olivet,  while  attending  college  for 
a  short  time,  she  did  housework  to  pay  for  her 
board,  as  formerly,  going  thence  to  Oberlin  Col- 
lege. Here  she  did  not  remain  long  as  her  desire 
to  have  a  settled  vocation  was  very  strong  and  she 
was  not  satisfied  with  teaching  as  a  profession. 

Upon  deciding  to  study  medicine  Miss  Green  en- 
tered the  family  of  Dr.  E.  R.  Fish,  Otisco,  Mich., 
and  began  her  chosen  work.  In  the  autumn  of 
1865  she  entered  the  New  York  Medical  College 
for  Women.  Her  ability  was  soon  recognized  and 
she  was  chosen  as  Assistant  in  the  Chemical  Labora- 
tory and  every  evening  prepared  the  Professor's 
dissections  for  the  anatomy  lecture  of  the  following 
day.  For  clinical  work  she  entered  Belle vue  Hos- 
pital and  was  also  admitted  to  the  various  dispen- 
sary clinics.  What  it  meant  to  a  woman  to  attend 
clinics  twenty-five  years  ago,  no  student  of  to-da}r 
can  guess.  Miss  Green  at  first  met  jeers,  insults 
and  hisses,  but  her  quiet  zeal,  her  intensity  of  pur- 
pose and  the  fact  of  her  simply  taking  her  rights, 
instead  of  arguing  them,  won  her  hosts  of  friends. 
At  first  she  was  tolerated  only  because  of  real 
ability  and  such  experience  soon  taught  her  that 
while  mediocrity  might  be  overlooked  in  men,  for 
women  it  would  not  suffice. 

^.fter  one  year  in  JJew  York  Miss  Green  was 


married  to  her  cousin,  Alonzo  Green,  who  was  a 
practicing  attorney  in  that  city.  She  was  deter- 
mined upon  finishing  her  studies  and  as  superior 
facilities  were  offered  by  the  Woman's  Medical 
College,  of  Philadelphia,  this  she  entered,  becom- 
ing an  Interne  in  the  hospital.  One  thing  worth 
noticing  is  the  tact  with  which  she  managed  her 
time,  accomplishing  more  than  most  students,  be- 
cause no  time  was  wasted  and  because  she  had  a 
remarkable  power  of  concentration  by  which  she 
mastered  her  lessons  quickly.  Besides  this  she  did 
a  varying  amount  of  charitable  work  among  the 
sick  poor. 

In  1868,  having  graduated  with  marked  honor 
as  Doctor  of  Medicine,  she  returned  to  New  York, 
opened  an  office  and  engaged  upon  a  successful 
practice.  Dr.  Green  was  largely  occupied  with 
charitable  medical  work.  She  was  Visiting  Physi- 
cian to  the  Midnight  Mission,  the  Five  Points 
Mission,  the  Prison  Home  for  Women,  and  Dr. 
Black  well's  Infirmary,  each  receiving  attention 
from  her.  As  an  organizer  she  had  no  small  amount 
of  ability.  In  a  neglected  part  of  the  city  where 
tenement  houses  were  numerous  and  sunlight  scarce, 
she  organized  a  Free  Dispensary  for  women  and 
children.  This  institution  was  so  ably  conducted 
that  at  the  end  of  the  first  year  it  was  voted  worthy 
to  receive  city  and  State  aid.  In  the  Third  Annual 
Report  the  statement  is  made  that  nearly  three 
thousand  worthy  poor  had  received  medical  aid, 
and  according  to  the  Trustees'  Report,  4kthe  services 
of  Dr.  Maiy  E.  Green  have  been  constant  and  at- 
tended with  great  success."  The  New  York  Post 
referred  to  her  as  u  a  lady  of  high  character  and 
attainments,  her  consulting  physicians  and  surgeons 
being  among  the  ablest  in  the  city,"  and  the  Times 
stated  c'  she  is  a  thoroughly  competent  physician." 
Dr.  Green  had  fought  the  hardest  of  her  battle  and 
won  when  she  resolved  to  enter  the  medical  socie- 
ties. She  was  advised  by  Drs.  Emily  and  Elizabeth 
Black  well  that  attempt  would  mean  defeat  and 
would  only  retard  the  progress  of  women.  But 
Dr.  Green  had  never  known  defeat,  probably  be- 
cause she  never  stopped  to  argue  matters  but  simply 
applied  the  test.  So  her  name  was  proposed  for 
membership  in  the  New  York  Medical  Society. 
This  caqsed  a  heated   discussion  as  to  whether  a, 
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woman  could  properly  be  admitted  but,  owing  to 
the  sense  of  justice  possessed  by  a  few  who  knew 
her  ability  and  were  willing  to  admit  it,  she  was 
finally  elected  a  member.  It  was  noticed  in  Ameri- 
can papers  as  well  as  in  the  British  Medical  Journal 
that  she  was  the  first  woman  in  America  to  be  ad- 
mitted as  a  member  to  any  medical  association. 
Shortly  after  she  became  a  member  of  the  Medico- 
Legal  Society.  Later,  Dr.  Green  made  application 
for  admission  to  Columbia  College  to  pursue  the 
study  of  chemistry  but  this  was  refused  on  the 
ground  that  she  was  a  woman.  However,  she  en- 
tered the  evening  course  of  lectures  at  the  College 
of  Pharmacy,  attending  two  full  courses.  When 
she  was  prepared  to  take  a  degree  she  was  told  that 
that  would  be  impossible  as  "women  and  negroes" 
were  debarred  from  graduating  according  to  the 
charter.  This  was  of  sfnall  account  as  she  had 
gained  the  coveted  knowledge  from  the  able  Pro- 
fessor Chandler. 

Not  an  hour  of  her  time  was  unoccupied.  She 
was  acquainted  with  the  philanthropic  work  of  the 
city  and  was  a  frequent  visitor  to  the  prisons  al- 
ways in  behalf  of  women  prisoners.  She  was  the 
first  to  advocate  separate  prison  wagons  for  men 
and  women  prisoners. 

During  a  period  of  great  physical  and  mental 
activity  in  New  York  two  children  were  born  to 
her,  fourteen  months  apart.  With  her  adaptation 
to  circumstances,  the  method  with  which  she 
worked  and  a  perfect  physical  constitution,  mater- 
nity did  not  mean  permanent  discontinuance  of  her 
professional  work.  To  give  greater  freedom  to 
her  children,  in  1873  she  came  to  Charlotte,  Mich., 
having  since  been  twice  elected  Health  Officer  of  the 
city.  She  is  a  member  of  the  State  Medical  Society 
from  which  she  has  twice  been  elected  delegate 
to  the  American  Medical  Association. 

From  the  Charlotte  Tribune,  published  where  Dr. 
Green  has  lived  many  years,  we  quote  the  following: 
"Mrs.  Green  has  four  interesting  children  in  whom 
all  her  pride  and  ambition  centers.  She  is  a  very 
sensible  mother  and  instead  of  fostering  pride, 
idleness  or  extravagance  in  her  children,  they  are 
taught  industry  and  eeonom}T  and  also  that  those 
inner  adornments  of  the  mind  are  the  best  adorn- 
ments worth  striving  for,     Besides  being  an  artist 


of  no  mean  merit  in  oil  colors  and  in  wood-carving 
as  her  many  beautiful  home  decorations  testify, 
Mrs.  Green  has  written  a  good  deal  in  prose  and 
verse;  but  with  all  her  other  accomplishments  Dr. 
Mary  E.  Green  takes  more  pleasure  and  pride  in 
home  and  home  affection  than  in  all  other  attain- 
ments. " 

Dr.  Green  has  proven  how  much  a  woman  can 
do  when  she  knows  not  the  meaning  of  failure  and 
one  reason  is  that  she  has  scorned  to  ask  for  recog- 
nition in  any  field  in  which  she  was  not  the  peer  of 
the  men  who  ranked  with  her.  She  is  a  strong, 
active  woman,  physically  perfect,  which  she  be- 
lieves is  due  to  her  early  country  life  and  her 
method  of  school  work  which  had  none  of  the 
forcing,  enervating  process  of  the  present  system. 
Firm  in  her  own  purposes,  she  is  unyielding  when 
enlisted  for  a  good  cause.  While  she.  has  done 
more  than  most  women  and  won  more  of  what  the 
world  counts  success,  she  finds  her  greatest  happi- 
ness with  her  children  and  in  her  home.  Dr.  Green 
has  lived  her  children's  lives  with  them,  holding 
no  effort  too  hard  and  no  sacrifice  too  great,  and 
by  all  she  has  been  in  the  realm  of  wife  and  mother 
the  theory  that  woman  is  unsexed  by  a  study  of 
the  liberal  sciences  is  refuted.  She  is  not  one  of 
those  inefficient  women  who  accept  as  4'the  will  of 
the  Lord"  a  train  of  evils  which  by  the  exercise  of 
a  little  care  and  knowledge  on  their  part  might 
have  been  avoided,  nor  is  she  one  of  that  ilk  who, 
to  use  the  words  of  Frances  Power  Cobbe,  ''con- 
sider a  moral  problem  soluble  by  a  text."  When 
a  problem  presents  itself  to  her  she  throws  the  re- 
sponsibility of  it  upon  herself  and  upon  no  one 
else  and  in  that  characteristic  lies  her  chief  strength. 
Her  dealings  with  the  unfortunate  of  all  classes 
have  aimed  to  be  fruitful  rather  than  helpful.  Her 
work  has  been  for  humanity  rather  than  for  any 
sect  or  society,  and  she  has  ever  been  a  benefactor 
of  the  unfortunate  of  her  own  sex,  often  in  spite 
of  harshest  obloquy.  Dr.  Green  has  a  wide  appre- 
ciation of  art,  having  attended  a  course  of  art  lec- 
tures given  at  the  Cooper  Institute  in  New  York, 
by  the  celebrated  Dr.  Rimmer.  In  literature  she 
has  done  much,  never  writing,  unlike  so  many,  un- 
less she  has  something  worth  the  telling.  Many  of 
her  papers  on  medical  subjects  hayebeen  published, 
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and  while  in  New  York  she  was  connected  with 
several  of  the  first  physicians,  giving  part  of  a 
course  of  popular  lectures  on  scientific  subjects. 
She  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  the  medical  profes- 
sion and  has  been  an  inspiration  to  many  a  woman 
to  make  her  life  fruitful  of  good. 

In  literature,  however,  is  her  interest  deepest 
and  it  is  safe  to  predict  that  had  her  early  educa- 
tion been  all  it  should,  and  had  the  necessity  of 
choosing  a  profession  not  forced  itself  upon  her 
so  early,  literature  would  have  been  her  life-work. 
Dr.  Green  believes  that  physiological  if  not  medical 
knowledge  should  be  required  of  every  woman,  for 
her  development  is  not  of  the  highest  without  a 
perfect  understanding  of  the  noblest  work  of  crea- 
tion, a  human  being. 


ARLOW  WILCOX.  For  some  years  the 
late  Harlow  Wilcox  was  connected  with 
the  agricultural  progress  of  Barry  County, 
owning  and  operating  a  large  farm  on  sec- 
tion 5,  Rutland  Township.  He  purchased  the 
property  some  time  before  he  settled  upon  it,  which 
was  in  1853,  having  previously  been  a  resident  of 
Calhoun  County.  He  was  born  in  New  York  in 
1820,  and  was  a  son  of  John  and  Eunice  (Babcock) 
Wilcox,  who  were  natives  of  Vermont.  During 
the  early  settlement  of  Western  New  York  they 
located  in  Monroe  County,  whence  they  finally 
came  to  Calhoun  County,  Mich.,  in  1836.  They 
established  themselves  in  Marengo  Township,  where 
Mr.  Wilcox  improved  a  farm,  upon  which  he  re- 
mained until  after  the  demise  of  his  wife,  about 
1864.  He  then  made  his  home  with  his  children 
and  when  called  hence,  in  1880,  at  the  age  of  eighty 
years,  he  was  living  with  the  widow  of  his  son 
Harlow. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  these 
paragraphs  was  one  of  a  household  of  nine  sons, 
all  of  whom  lived  to  establish  homes  of  their  own 
and  three  yet  survive.  Reared  upon  a  farm,  he 
learned  the  lesson  of  self-reliance  and  became  well 
acquainted  with  all  that  pertains  to  an  agricultural 
Jife.     He    acquired    a    good    English    education, 


sufficient  to  qualify  him  for  teaching,  and  in 
maturer  life  kept  himself  well  informed  regarding 
matters  of  general  interest.  After  he  had  reached 
his  majority  he  began  working  in  a  sawmill  and  for 
ten  or  twelve  years  he  followed  the  business.  From 
the  time  he  removed  to  Barry  County  he  devoted 
himself  to  the  development  of  the  two  hundred  and 
forty  acres  which  he  had  purchased,  and  to  raising 
thereon  fine  crops.  He  began  the  improvement  of 
the  farm  at  the  foundation,  cleared  it  and  placed  it 
in  good  condition.  Forty  acres  had  been  cleared 
when  he  bought  it. 

The  life  of  Mr.  Wilcox  was  cut  short  June 
22,  1866,  when  he  was  in  the  prime  of  his  man- 
hood. He  left  a  widow  and  three  children.  Fol- 
lowing the  example  and  teaching  of  his  honored 
father,  who  had  been  a  Whig  and  then  a  Republican, 
he  worked  with  and  for  Che  latter  party.  He  did 
good  work  as  Road  Commissioner  and  served  as 
Justice  of  the  Peace  in  a  very  acceptable  manner. 
His  record  as  a  citizen  and  neighbor  is  a  good  one 
and  those  who  remember  him  recall  his  life  among 
them  with  kindly  thoughts. 

Mr.  Wilcox  was  married  in  March,  1839,  to  Mrs. 
Rhoda  Hewitt,  widow  of  Philo  Hewitt  This  lady 
was  born  in  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  and  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Elias  and  Huldah  (Austin)  Firman,  who 
went  thither  from  Vermont  in  an  early  day.  In 
1836  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Firman  came  to  this  State,  being 
thirty-two  days  making  the  journey  through 
Canada  with  a  yoke  of  oxen.  In  the  same  party 
was  the  Wilcox  family,  near  which  the  Firmans 
settled  in  Calhoun  County.  There  Mr.  Firman 
died  in  1850,  three  years  after  his  wife's  decease. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church  and  she  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal.  Mr.  Firman  was  a  soldier 
in  the  War  of  1812.  He  was  a  son  of  Jedediah 
Firman,  and  his  wife,  who  was  born  at  White  Hall, 
N.  Y.,  was  a  daughter  of  Job  Austin. 

By  her  first  husband  Mrs.  Wilcox  had  six  chil- 
dren, but  three  only  lived  beyond  infancy.  These 
were  Phebe  A.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  nine  years; 
Horace,  enlisted  in  the  Sixth  Michigan  Infantry, 
was  wounded  in  the  thigh  at  Baton  Rouge  and  died 
in  an  New  Orleans  hospital;  and  Ella,  wife  of  Lee 
Johnson,  is  likewise  deceased.  To  Mr.  Wilcox 
three  children  were  born — Charles,  Alma  and  Eddie, 
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Alma  died  in  early  womanhood  at  the  age  of  eight- 
een years,  and  Eddie  lived  to  be  but  five  years 
old.  Charles  is  a  successful  farmer,  managing  his 
mother's  estate,  they  having  together  two  hundred 
and  forty  acres.  He  married  Miss  Eliza  Hall, 
daughter  of  Salatiel  Hall,  and  they  have  one  child, 
a  son,  Earl. 

After  the  death  of  Mr.  Wilcox  his  widow  man- 
aged the  estate  and  carried  on  the  farm  until  her 
son  was  old  enough  to  take  charge.  She  has 
demonstrated  her  ability  in  business  affairs,  and  has 
not  only  made  a  good  maintenance  but  has  in- 
creased the  value  of  the  property  by  further  im- 
provements. She  has  built  a  fine  farm  house  and 
commodious  barn  and  kept  the  older  edifices  in 
good  repair.  She  is  honored  and  respected  through- 
out the  community  and  in  her  own  unassuming 
way  bears  a  part  in  the  good  works  that  are  pro- 
jected in  the  vicinity. 


AMILTON  CARVETH,  Postmaster  at  Mid- 
^  dleville,  Barry  County,  is  worthy  of  honor 
as  a  veteran  of  the  late  war,  and  has  a  good 
reputation  among  the  agriculturists  with 
whom  he  was  classed  for  many  years.  He  laid  aside 
the  implements  of  farm  life  in  1889,  when  appointed 
to  his  present  position,  and  took  up  his  residence 
in  the  town  near  which  he  had  previously  been  lo- 
cated. He  was  born  near  Saranac,  Ionia  County, 
March  29,  1843,  and  is  a  son  of  Edward  and  Eme- 
line  (Brant)  Carveth.  His  educational  privileges 
were  limited  to  the  common  schools,  and  at  the 
early  age  of  fourteen  years  he  began  to  earn  his 
own  living,  working  by  the  month. 

Young  Carveth  was  in  his  nineteenth  year  when 
he  entered  the  army,  enlisting  August  29,  1862,  in 
Company  D,  One  Hundred  and  Fortieth  New  York 
Infantry.  During  his  campaign  life  he  took  part 
in  a  number  of  the  most  famous  battles  of  the  war, 
and  others  less  well  known  but  equally  hazardous 
to  those  who  participated.  The  list  includes  Fred- 
ericksburg, Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  Mine  Run, 
the  Wilderness,  Laurel  Hill,  Spottsylvania,  Cold 
Harbor,  North  Anna,  Bethesda  Church,  two  battles 


at  Petersburg,  Weldon  Railroad  and  Hatehie's  Run. 
The  list  was  swollen  by  other  contests,  making  up 
twenty-three  battles  and  twenty-one  skirmishes  all 
told.  At  Hatehie's  Run  Mr.  Carveth  was  accident- 
ally injured  in  the  right  foot  by  an  ax,  and  not 
being  able  to  march  with  the  boys  he  spent  two 
months  in  the  hospital  at  Washington,  D.  C,  and 
there  received  his  discharge  papers  May  30,  1865. 
The  company  of  which  he  was  a  member,  mustered 
fifty-five  able-bodied  men  on  May  5,  1864,  and  on 
June  2d  of  the  following  year  there  were  but  three 
left  in  that  condition. 

When  he  could  no  longer  serve  his  country  on 
fields  of  battle,  Mr.  Carveth  returned  to  his  home 
in  New  l^ork,  whence  he  came  to  Lowell,  Mich.,  in 
the  fall,  and  from  that  place  to  Ionia  County.  In 
1872  he  became  a  resident  of  Middleville,  and  two 
years  later  went  to  Sumner  County,  Kan.,  where  he 
entered  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  and 
resided  four  years.  Returning  to  this  State,  he 
bought  forty  acres  near  Middleville,  where  he  in- 
dustriously followed  the  vocation  of  farming  until 
he  received  the  appointment  of  Postmaster.  He 
has  been  energetic  and  industrious,  and  has  sur- 
rounded his  family  with  many  comforts. 

Edward  Carveth,  father  of  him  of  whom  we 
write,  was  born  in  England  and  when  a  youth  of 
nineteen  years  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  make  a  home 
in  the  New  World.  He  settled  in  Grand  Rapids, 
this  State,  and  industriously  labored  at  his  trade, 
carpentry,  until  about  1835,  when  he  removed  to 
Saranac.  Near  that  place  he  bought  two  farms  of 
eighty  acres  each,  to  the  improvement  of  which  he 
gave  his  attention.  In  1853  he  changed  his  resi- 
dence to  Monroe  County,  where  he  remained  until 
called  hence  in  the  spring  of  1858.  After  his  death 
his  widow  took  her  family  to  Monroe  County,  N. 
Y.,  where  she  remained  until  1862,  at  which  time 
she  returned  to  Michigan.  For  three  years  she 
made  her  borne  near  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  and 
from  that  time  until  her  decease  lived  with  our  sub- 
ject. She  died  in  Middleville  in  1885.  She  was  a 
native  of  the  Empire  State,  a  daughter  of  Joshua 
Brant,  and  came  to  Ionia  County,  Mich.,  with  her 
brothers  in  1826.  They  were  among  the  first  set- 
tlers on  the  Grand  River,  where  she  was  living 
wlien  she  made  the  acquaintance  of  Edward   Car- 
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velh  and  became  his  wife.  She  and  her  husband 
were  active  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  Tl^  reared  four  children— William, 
John,  Hamilton  and  Maggie. 

Hamilton  Carveth  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Jennie  Rose,  a  native  of  Monroe,  Mich.,  January 
11,  1866.  The  union  has  been  blest  by  the  birth 
of  seven  children,  five  of  whom  are  living,  namely: 
Rose,  Otis,  Willie,  Frona  and  Glenn.  Rose  is  now 
the  wife  of  David  Mitchell.  The  parents  of  Mrs. 
Carveth  were  Elijah  and  Permelia  (Newcomb) 
Rose,  and  her  father  was  a  patriot  soldier  in  the 
War  of  1812. 

Mr.  Carveth  belongs  to  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic,  and  represented  his  Post  as  a  delegate  to 
the  Encampment  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  in  1888.  He 
belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  Mrs.  Carveth 
is  a  consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  both  husband  and  wife  have  many 
warm  friends  among  their  large  circle  of  acquaint- 
ances. 


JONATHAN   N.  HAWKINS.     This   gentle- 
man may  truly  be  called  a  self-made  man  as 
will  be  seen  by  the  perusal  of  his  history.  He 
occupies  a  fmaly  improved  farm  on  section 
15,  Vermontville  Township,  and  ranks  among  the 
highly  respected  citizens  of  Eaton  County, by  reason 
of  his  intelligence,  sterling  character  and   reliable 
citizenship.  He  is  an  enterprising  farmer,  prudently 
changing  his  crops  in  order  to  keep  up  the  fertility 
of  the  soil.     His  estate  is  well  supplied  with  or- 
chard and  groves;  neat  fences  enclose  and  subdivide 
his    possesssion,  while  a  fine  residence  and   other 
necessary  buildings  are   favorably  located  upon  it. 
Mr.  Hawkins  was   born  in  Lake    County,  Ohio, 
September  16,  1839,  and  is  the  son  of  Moses  L.  and 
Elizabeth   (Owen)  Hawkins,  natives    of   Vermont 
and  Lake  County,  Ohio,  respectively.     The  father 
was  born  in   Rutland    County  in  1812.     He  came 
West  in  an  early  day  and  made  settlement  in  Lake 
County,  Ohio,  residing  there  until  1848  when  with 
his  family  he  came  to  Michigan.     He   chose  Ver- 
montville Township,  Eaton  County,  as  his  place  of 
residence,  and  there  both  parents  still  reside,     fie 


has  always  followed  the  life  of  an  agriculturist. 
Politically,  he  was  a  Whig,  but  since  1856  has  been 
in  sympathy  with  the  Republican  party.  Mrs. 
Hawkins  was  born  in  1817.  They  reared  a  family 
of  eleven  children,  our  subject  being  the  second  in 
order  of  birth. 

He  whose  name  heads  this  sketch  lived  in  Ohio 
until  the  age  of  nine  years,  but  since  that  time  has 
made  Vermontville  Township  his  home.  His  real 
estate  now  comprises  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
on  sections  1, 14  and  15,  in  the  above-named  town- 
ship, while  his  residence  is  located  on  section. 15. 
He  has  been  an  important  factor  in  promoting  the 
agricultural  interests  of  the  county  and  in  advanc- 
ing its  upbuilding.  A  skillful  farmer,  he  has  al- 
ready accumulated  a  comfortable  competence.  He 
received  his  education  in  the  district  schools,  sup- 
plementing it  by  attendance  at  Olivet  College. 
Previous  to  this  time  he  had  attended  one  term  in 
his  native  town  in  Ohio,  but  being  in  poor  health 
he  did  not  go  to  school  regularly  until  after  he 
came  to  Michigan. 

The  present  beautiful  residence  of  our  subject 
was  erected  in  1883-84  and  is  one  of  the  finest 
houses  in  the  township,  being  a  large  two-story 
brick,  which  he  occupied  in  June,  1885.  He  is 
very  much  interested  in  the  raising  of  stock 
and  breeds  fine  blooded  Durham  cattle,  Lincoln- 
shire sheep  and  Poland-China  swine.  In  poli- 
tics he  supports  the  principles  laid  down  by  the 
Republican  party.  As  one  of  our  best  citizens  he 
is  deservedly  popular  with  all  who  know  him.  His 
fellow  citizens,  appreciating  the  fa^t  that  a  man  of 
his  understanding  would  make  a  good  civic  official 
elected  him  to  serve  on  the  County  Board  of  Su- 
pervisors and  he  occupied  that  position  two  years. 
He  has  also  held  the  positions  of  Highway  Com- 
missioner, Justice  of  the  Peace,  School  Director 
and  School  Assessor,  and  has  done  good  service  for 
his  township  in  the  minor  offices.  Both  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hawkins  are  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church  at  Vermontville. 

Mr.  Hawkins  entered  the  ranks  of  the  Union 
army,  August  5,  1861,  as  a  private  in  Company  H, 
Sixth  Michigan  Infantry.  He  served  in  that  capac- 
ity until  after  the  siege  of  Port  Hudson  and  then 
for  meritorious  conduct  the  regiment*was  made  the 
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FirstfMichigan  Heavy  Artillery  and  our  subject  was 
successively  promoted  to  be  Corporal,  Sergeant 
and  Sergeant-Major,  and  received  an  honorable 
discharge  August  20,  1865,  at  Jackson,  Mich. 
While  in  the  service  he  participated  in  the  battle 
of  Port  Hudson,  Baton  Rouge,  and  all  the  battles 
in  which  his  regiment  was  engaged,  including  the 
Ponchatoula  and  Gun-Boat  Cotton  ^Expeditions. 
His  first  enlistment  was  for  three  years,  but  after 
two  and  one-half  years  re-enlisted  for  three  years 
more,  or  until  the  close  of  the  war.  While  in  the 
service  he  endured  many  hardships  and  had  many 
narrow  escapes.  He  is  identified  with  the  Edward 
D.  Wright  Post,  No.  160,  G.  A.  R,  at  Vermontville. 
Hannah  P.  Sprague  became  the  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject, April  25,1864.  She  was  born  in  Vermont- 
ville and  is  a  daughter  of  Philetus  and  Terressa 
(Whitmore)  Sprague.  They  made  their  advent 
into  Calhoun  County  in  1836,  and  to  Eaton  County 
in  the  spring  of  1842,  in  which  place  the  father  died 
March  21,  1888,  aged  eighty-five  years.  His  wife 
is  still  living  and  is  eighty-nine  years  of  age.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hawkins  have  become  the  parents  of  five 
children — Ruth  A.,  Edward,  Victor  D.,  Edna  G. 
and  Pearl  M.;  Edward  is  deceased.  As  a  success- 
ful agriculturist  Mr.  Hawkins  has  won  an  enviable 
reputation  in  commercial  circles  and  is  accorded  the 
highest  esteem  and  confidence.  His  life  furnishes 
an  example  that  "busy  l)read-winners',  would  do 
well  to  imitate. 


ffiOHN  W.  SAUNDERS.  Among  the  most 
conspicuous  figures  in  the  towns  of  the  State 
are  those  of  the  editors  of  the  various 
ySj&lf)  papers  from  which  the  citizens  derive  infor- 
mation regarding  events  that  are  transpiring,  busi- 
ness prospects  and  the  character  of  prominent 
people.  Mr.  Saunders  is  the  proprietor  and  editor 
of  the  Middle ville  Sun,  a  paper  which  was  formerly 
known  as  the  Barry  County  Republican.  He  is  a 
practical  printer,  has  had  considerable  experience 
in  journalism,  and  is  generally  regarded  as  the 
possessor  of  more  than  ordinary  ability  and  much 
energy.     The  work  in  which  he  is  engaged  is  one 


which  taxes  the  energies  of  man  as  scarcely  any 
other  line  of  work  does,  and  to  say  that  a  man  is  a 
successful  editor  is  to  give  him  high  credit. 

The  parents  of  him  of  whom  we  write  are  Joseph 
and  Lydia  (Dwinell)  Saunders,  who  are  now  living 
in  Battle  Creek,  Calhoun  County.  The  father  was 
born  in  England  in  1828,  came  to  America  with  his 
parents  in  1831,  returned  to  England  in  1833  with 
his  mother  (his  father  having  drowned  in  Silver 
Creek,  near  Buffalo),  and  when  a  lad  of  thirteen 
came  again  to  the  United  States,  reaching  Marshall, 
Mich.,  in  1841.  In  1843  he  began  the  trade  of  a 
printer.  He  lived  on  a  farm  for  a  few  years  and 
in  1860  removed  to  Charlotte  and  bought  the 
Charlotte  Republican,  which  he  published  until 
1877.  He  then  sold  the  plant  and  going  to  Detroit 
established  the  Michigan  Ready  Print,  the  first 
house  of  its  kind  in  the  State.  The  establishment 
was  sold  in  1884  and  Mr.  Saunders  removed  to 
Battle  Creek  where  for  two  years  he  published  the 
Battle  Creek  daily  and  weekly  Republican.  He 
then  retired  from  active  life.  While  in  Charlotte 
he  was  appointed  Postmaster  and  held  the  office 
during  the  war  and  for  some  years  thereafter.  In 
religion  he  is  a  Swedenborgian.  He  has  five  living 
children— Benjamin  F.,  Alice,  John  W.,  Belle  and 
Henry. 

Joseph  Saunders  has  made  three  trips  to  England 
bringing  others  back  with  him  each  trip.  His 
younger  brother  William,  who  came  from  England 
with  him  in  1841,  is  now  a  printer  in  Oakland, 
Cal.  After  the  death  of  his  father,  his  mother 
married  a  Mr.  Taylor  who  also  died  in  England. 
The  widowed  mother  subsequently  came  with  her 
younger  children  to  the  United  States  and  settled 
in  Charlotte,  but  is  now  living  in  Lansing. 

John  W.  Saunders  is  a  native  of  Calhoun  Country, 
this  State,  having  been  born  on  a  farm  in  Newton, 
eleven  miles  west  of  Marshall,  May  5,  1857.  His 
education  was  obtained  at  Charlotte  and  in  the 
Agricultural  College  at  Lansing  and  he  learned  the 
printer's  trade  with  his  father.  In  1885  he  estab- 
lished the  Caledonian  News,  which  he  published 
until  January  17,  1891.  On  August  1,  1890,  he 
bought  the  Barry  County  Republican  which  was 
established  in  February,  1870.  As  before  men- 
tioned, the  name  of  this  sheet  has  been   changed, 
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and  the  Sun  is  rising  in  the  journalistic  sky  even 
beyond  the  station  occupied  under  the  old  name. 
"Ye  editor"  possesses  the  traits  of  character  which 
win  hearty  respect  and  is  an  honored  member  of 
the  Masonic  order. 

The  pleasant  home  of  Mr,  Saunders  is  made  cozy 
and  attractive  by  the  efforts  of  his  wife,  formerly 
Miss  Mina  L.  Childs.  Their  marriage  rites  were 
solemnized  in  February,  1879,  and  their  hearts  are 
gladdened  by  the  presence  in  their  home  of  two 
children — Harry  A.  and  Bessie.  Mrs.  Saunders  is 
a  daughter  of  William  W.  and  Emma  (Parke) 
Childs,  and  is  an  educated,  refined  lady. 

RS.  MARY  ANN  HENNEY,  who  resides 
on  a  fine  farm  on  section  17,  Carlton  Town- 
ship, Barry  County,  was  born  in  Little 
York,  Pa.,  July  17,  1831  and  is  a  daughter 
of  Martin  Henry,  a  farmer  of  that  village.  In  his 
family  were  twelve  children,  of  whom  our  subject 
was  fourth  in  order  of  birth.  Her  girlhood  days 
were  spent  under  the  parental  roof,  where  she 
learned  to  become  a  neat  and  careful  housekeeper 
and  she  remained  at  home  until  she  gave  her  hand 
in  marriage  to  Jacob  H.  Henney,  the  wedding  cer- 
emony being  performed  by  Rev.  George  Niekie,  a 
minister  of  the  United  Brethren  Church,  on  April 
25,  1852. 

The  husband  was  also  a  native  of  Little  York, 
born  March  21,  1830,  and  was  a  son  of  Michael 
Henney  who  served  in  the  War  of  1812.  He  was 
one  of  the  boys  in  blue  of  the  late  war,  enlisting 
August  11,  1862,  for  three  years  service  as  a  mem- 
ber of  Company  B,  Ninety-sixth  Ohio  Infantry 
under  Capt  William  Chandler.  That  term  having 
expired,  he  re-enlisted  in  Mobile,  Ala.,  July  7, 
1865,  and  remained  in  service  until  the  close  of  the 
war.  He  was  wounded  and  from  the  effects  never 
fully  recovered,  the  injury  then  sustained,  with 
other  diseases,  being  the  cause  of  his  death.  On 
being  mustered  out  he  returned  to  his  home  and 
family  in  Ohio,  but  the  same  year  came  to  Michi- 
gan and  located  on  a  farm  where  his  widow  now  re- 
sides. The  land  was  still  in  its  primitive  condition 
but  he  at  once  began  clearing  it  and  in  the  course 


^  of  time  abundant  harvests  rewarded  his  labors.  He 
was   a  carpenter    by  trade  and   in  1878  erected  a 
commodious  and  substantial  frame  residence  which 
he  himself  designed  and  built  with  but  little  assist- 
ance.    The  house  stands  to-day  as  a  model  of    his 
handiwork,  and  is  one  of  the  finest  country   resi- 
dences in  the  township.     Just  before  his  home  was 
completed  he  also  built  a  large  basement  barn,  the 
.dimensions  of  which  are  42x60  feet.     In    all  his 
labors  he  was  ably  assisted   and  seconded    by    his 
estimable  wife,  an  industrious   lady    who  by   her 
careful    management,  industry  and  economy    did 
not  a  little  toward  acquiring  a  home  in   which  she 
expects  to  spend  her  remaining  days.     While   her 
husband  was  called  to  defend  her  country,  she  cared 
for  a  housefull  of    little    children,  providing  for 
their  wants,  doing  all  the  work  and  even  chopping 
her  own  wood  which  she  carried  through  the  storms 
of  winter  or  the  heat  of  summer  to  her  home. 
'     Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henney  were  born  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Melinda  Jane,  Martha  Ellen  and 
Orange  Augusta  are  now  deceased.     Franklin  Syl- 
vester married  Miss  Sarah  Ruckles  and  is  a  resident 
farmer  of  Carlton  Township  ;Ettie  J.  is  the  wife  of 
Truman  Daniels  and  lives  on    the  old   homestead. 
Jason  J.,  who  completes  the  family,  married   Miss 
Lucy  V.  Bull  and  since  his  father's  death   has   had 
charge  of  the  home  farm,  displaying  much  ability 
in  the  management  of  the  business  interests   con- 
nected therewith.     After  attaining  his  majority  he 
remained  at  home  assisting  his  father  until  his  death, 
since  which  time  he  has  looked  after  his   mother's 
interests.     He  is  a  member  of  the  Patrons   of  In- 
dustry.    His  marriage  was  celebrated  January  27, 
1889,   the   ceremony    being   performed    by    Rev. 
Winey  of  Ionia  County,  a  minister  of  the  Dunkard 
Church. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Henney  occurred  March  9, 
1889,  and  was  mourned  by  many  friends  who  re- 
garded him  as  a  man  of  sterling  worth  and  a 
valuable  citizen.  The  funeral  was  conducted  by 
Rev.  Mr.  Winey.  His  widow  still  resides  upon  the 
old  home  farm  where  she  is  surrounded  by  much  of 
this  world's  goods.  Kindhearted  and  true,  she  is 
beloved  and  respected  by  all  who  know  her  and  it 
is  with  pleasure  that  we  present  this  brief  sketch  of 
her  life  to  our  readers. 


CAPT.  JOSHUA    5LAYT0N 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


245 


^H  APT.  JOSHUA  SLAYTON.  This  name  is 
(|(  n  well  known  in  Southern  Michigan  as  he  who 
^^y  bears  it  is  numbered  among  the  early  set- 
tlers of  Eaton  County  and  at  a  still  earlier  period 
had  a  part  in  the  development  of  Jackson  County 
and  was  for  several  years  one  of  the  members  of 
the  bar  in  the  city  of  the  same  name.  Among  the 
old  soldiers  he  has  high  standing,  as  well  he  may 
have,  being  descended  from  men  who  fought  and 
bled  for  human  liberty  on  many  a  field.  In  the 
paternal  line  he  is  of  English  lineage  and  the  pat- 
ronymic was  originally  Clayton.  The  founder  of 
the  family  in  America  was  one  Capt.  Clayton,  of 
the  British  army,  who  was  a  refugee  from  his  na- 
tive land  during  Cromwell's  Protectorate. 

The  next  in  the  direct  line  of  descent  was  Joshua 
Slayton  and  the  same  given  name  has  been  borne 
in  three  following  generations.  The  grandfather 
of  our  subject  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier  and 
died  from  wounds  received  in  the  service  of  the 
Colonies.  His  home  was  in  Vermont,  and  at  Rut- 
land the  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  1784. 
During  the  war  of  1812  he  was  called  out  and  was 
present  at  the  battle  of  Lundy's  Lane  and  at  the 
burning  of  Buffalo.  One  of  his  brothers,  who  was 
assisting  women  away  from  the  town,  was  attacked 
by  an  Indian  and  severely  wounded. 

He  of  whom  we  write  is  one  of  a  family  of 
twelve  children,  his  father  having  been  married 
three  times.  The  first  wife  was  Polly  Darling 
whose  children  were  James,  Joseph,  Desiah  and 
Patty.  The  second  was  Laodicea  Cotton,  daughter 
of  Samuel  Cotton,  and  a  native  of  the  Green 
Mountain  State.  Her  children  were  Desiah,  Joshua, 
Thomas,  Louisa.  Laodicea,  Pluma  and  Huldah.  The 
third  wife  wras  Frances  Brewer,  who  had  one  daugh- 
ter, Frances.  Mr.  Slayton  was  an  industrious,  en- 
ergetic man  of  strict  integrity  and  honorable  in 
all  his  transactions.  Politically  he  was  a  Jackson 
Democrat,  and  religiously  a  believer  in  universal 
salvation.     He  breathed  his  last  in  April,  1852. 

Capt.  Joshua  Slayton  was  born  at  Lockport, 
Niagara  County,  N.  Y.,  October  16,  1816.  After 
pursuing  the  course  of  study  in  the  common 
schools  he  took  up  a  partial  course  at  Royalston, 
(N.  Y.)  Academy.  In  September,  1836,  he  left 
his  native  place  and  journeyed  to  Jackson  County, 


this  State,  with  teams.  At  Leoni  his  brother  had 
taken  up  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  wild 
land  for  him  and  there  he  labored  until  1840,  when 
he  returned  to  his  native  State  and  sojourned  some 
five  years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  period  he 
again  came  West,  and  located  in  Jackson  City,  pur- 
sued his  legal  studies,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  1846. 

Mr.  Slayton  practiced  his  profession  until  1851, 
when   he   crossed    the    plains    to    California.      He 
stopped  at  Salt  Lake  City,  applied  for  admission  to 
the   bar  and  was  the  first  attorney  admitted  in  the 
Territory.     He   was  appointed  Statutes'  Commis- 
sioner to  draft  laws  for  the  sanction  of  the  Legis- 
lature, and   remained  in  the  capital  seven  months, 
after  which  he  continued  his  journey  to  the  coast. 
He  was  twice  robbed   by  the  Indians  and  at  one 
time  an  arrow  was  shot   through    Mrs.   Slay  ton's 
bonnet.     Their   eldest   son,    then  a  lad  of  twelve 
years,  had  a  revolver  which  the  savages   tried  to 
get  away   from    him.     He    fought    with    youthful 
fury,  saved  the  weapon  and  presumably  did  much 
to  keep  the  party  from  further  molestation.  After 
remaining  in  California   two  and  a  half  years  the 
Slaytons  returned  to  Michigan  via  the  water  route. 
During  the  voyage  their  vessel  caught  fire  but  they 
succeeded  in  gaining  a  port  before   any  lives  were 
lost.     They  landed  in  New  York  City  in  Novem- 
ber, 1853,  and  came  direct  to  Eaton  County  and 
located  in  Hamlin  Township. 

At  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion  Mr.  Slayton 
assisted  in  recruiting  soldiers,  and  being  an  inti- 
mate friend  of  Gov.  Blair  he  was  given  a  Captain's 
commission  and  told  to  raise  a  company.  He  did 
so,  but  a  little  trouble  arising,  he  threw  up  his 
commission  and  left  tbe  command,  accepting  a 
First  Lieutenant's  place  in  Company  F,  Thirteenth 
Infantry,  January  17,  1862.  The  regiment  was 
sent  South  and  the  first  heavy  engagement  in  which 
it  took  part  was  the  battle  of  Shiloh.  The  boys 
also  fought  at  Stephenson,  Ala.,  after  which  on  ac- 
count of  ill  health,  Lieut.  Slayton  was  compelled  to 
resign  and  returned  home.  His  labors  in  aid  of  the 
Union  cause  did  not  cease,  but  he  continued  his 
efforts  to  raise  men  and  procure  needed  comforts 
for  those  in  the  field.  He  sent  two  sons  into  the  army 
and  a  son-in-law  also  has  an  honorable  war  record. 
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On  Independence  day,  1836,  Mr.  Slayton  was 
married  to  Miss  Hannah  Russell,  a  descendant  of 
the  famous  Adams  family  of  Massachusetts.  Of 
the  union  there  were  born  four  children:  James, 
Ellen  M.,  Adelaide  and  William  A.  The  second 
daughter  died  in  infancy.  The  elder  son  studied 
in  the  schools  of  Eaton  County,  but  is  principally 
self-educated.  He  is  now  practicing  law  in  Buffalo, 
N.  Y.  He  enlisted  as  a  private  in  the  Ninth  Michi- 
gan Infantry,  was  afterward  transferred  to  the 
Thirteenth,  and  for  bravery  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  a  Captain.  He  was  subsequently  brevetted 
Brigadier-General  and  is  commonly  known  as  Gen. 
Slayton.  Ellen  is  the  wife  of  Thomas  J.  Bueh,  who 
was  a  member  of  the  Thirteenth  Michigan  Infantry 
and  after  being  a  participant  in  several  engage- 
ments was  discharged  on  account  of  having  been 
crushed  by  a  stick  of  timber.  For  some  time  after 
his  injury  he  was  in  the  convalescent  camp  in  the 
Invalid  Corps,  and  when  discharged  there  remained 
but  twenty-two  days  of  his  term  of  service.  After 
remaining  at  home  a  few  months  he  entered  Han- 
cock's Veteran  Corps  and  did  general  duty  in 
Washington;  D.  C,  until  the  war  closed.  The 
younger  son  of  Capt.  Slayton  is  living  at  Chatta- 
nooga, Tenn.,  and  has  been  in  the  employ  of  the 
Government  most  of  the  time  for  years.  He  en- 
listed in  the  Thirteenth  Michigan  Infantry  but  was 
transferred  to  the  Engineers'  and  Mechanics'  Corps. 
The  mother  of  these  children  died  April  30,  1848, 
and  Mr.  Slayton  was  subsequently  married  to  Miss 
Susan  L.  Noyes,  of  Massachusetts. 

Capt.  Slayton  began  his  political  career  as  an  old- 
line  Democrat  and  he  has  always  been  one  of  the 
stanch  supporters  of  the  party  principles.  As 
before  mentioned  he  has  a  wide  circle  of  acquain- 
tances who  will  be  pleased  to  notice  his  portrait  on 
another  page.  The  aid  he  has  given  in  developing 
the  physical  resources  of  the  country  and  in  ele- 
vating the  standard  of  citizenship  is  universally 
recognized  and  appreciated. 


*>->- 


«\  folLLIAM  F.  HOLMES.  A  goodly  number 
\  if  of  tae  agriculturists  of  Eaton  County  have 
^jf  ceased  from  the  toils  of  life,  and  are  enjoy- 
ing the  fruits  of  their  former  industry  in  comfort- 
able homes   where  they   are  surrounded   by   lux- 


ury. Among  those  who  have  thus  established 
themselves  in  Eaton  Rapids,  is  Mr.  Holmes,  who 
gave  up  his  chosen  calling  in  1890,  and  took 
possession  of  a  cozy  town  house.  He  was  led  to 
this  step  by  ill  health.  He  is  a  man  of  sterling 
qualities,  upright  and  just  in  all  the  relations  of 
life,  and  enjoys  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  with 
whom  he  comes  in  contact.  Positive  in  his  con- 
victions, yet  charitable  toward  those  of  differing 
views,  he  is  strict  in  his  observance  of  political  and 
religious  tenets,  but  lenient  in  his  judgments. 

It  may  be  well  to  mention  some  facts  regarding 
John  W.  and  Mary  (Cook)  Holmes,  parents  of  our 
subject,  the  former  born  October  16,  1802,  and 
the  latter  February  12,  1806,  before  proceeding 
with  his  own  life  history.  They  were  born  in 
Schenectady  and  Washington  Counties,  N.  Y., 
respectively,  and  were  married  in  the  latter,  Jan- 
uary 1st,  1828,  soon  afterward  taking  up  their  resi- 
dence in  Niagara  County.  There  they  opened  up 
a  new  farm  from  the  wilderness,  the  young  husband 
having  built  a  log  house  in  which  he  and  his  wife 
made  their  first  meal  from  corn  bread  and  molasses. 
Mrs.  Holmes  had  been  reared  in  the  midst  of 
abundance  and  her  husband  was  sadly  grieved  at 
the  thought  of  giving  his  bride  no  better  fare  than 
this.  The  next  day  he  started  for  Kendallville, 
thirty  miles  away,  for  a  supply  of  provisions,  and 
as  time  passed  his  circumstances  improved  and 
every  comfort  was  gathered  about  him.  His  land 
was  cleared  and  carefully  tilled,  a  substantial  house 
erected  and  many  arrangements  made  for  the 
pleasure  and  convenience  of  the  occupants. 

About  1854  the  parents  of  our  subject  came  to 
Michigan,  buying  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
what  was  known  as  the  Timothy  Whitcomb  place 
in  Eaton  County.  Here  they  lived  until  1860, 
when  they  removed  to  Leoni,  Jackson  County,  and 
subsequently  to  Lansing.  Mrs.  Holmes  departed 
this  life  September  13,  1874,  and  Mr.  Holmes, 
October  16,  1885.  They  were  members  of  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  and  the  husband  was  a 
Class-Leader.  He  was  upright  in  all  business 
transactions  and  his  word  was  as  good  as  his  bond. 
He  and  his  wife  had  ten  children,  five  of  whom 
lived  to  adult  years,  the  fourth  of  these  being  the 
subject  of  this  biographical  notice.     The  others  are 
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Adelia,  wife  of  Phineas  Kingsley,  and  Charlotte, 
wife  of  A.  O.  Taylor,  both  living  in  Lansing — Mr. 
Taylor  served  with  honor  in  the  Thirteenth  Mich- 
igan Infantry,  and  was  discharged  as  Orderly 
Sergeant;  John  Jay,  now  farming  in  Eaton  County, 
who  served  nearly  three  years  in  the  Thirteenth 
Michigan  Infantry;  Daniel  died  from  exposure 
when  nineteen  years  old,  he  having  entered  the 
service  as  a  member  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Michigan 
Infantry. 

The   birthplace  of  the  gentleman    whose  name 
introduces  these  paragraphs  was  Niagara  County, 
N.  Y.,  and   his  natal   day   January  7,   1838.     He 
accompanied   his  parents   to  this  State,   and  after 
their  settlement  in  Eaton   County  attended  a  pri- 
vate  school    in   Charlotte  kept  by  Prof.  Loring. 
Prior  to  the  removal  he  had  studied  in  the  district 
schools   of   his    native   county.      He  remained  at 
home  until  his  marriage  in  the  fall  of  1858,  when 
he  set  up  his  own  home.     Not  long  after  the  war 
began  he  was  impressed  with  the  feeling  that  it  was 
his  duty  to  take  up  arms  in  defense  of  his  country, 
and  in  the  fall  of  1862  he  enlisted  in  Company  F, 
Thirteenth  Michigan  Infantry.     He  was  mustered 
in  at  Detroit  and  immediately  sent  to  his  regiment 
which  he  reached  at   Perryville   while  the   noted 
battle  there  was  in  progress.     With  his   comrades 
he  followed  Bragg  up  to  Nashville,  skirmishing  all 
the  way,  and  soon  after  reaching  that  point  he  was 
taken  sick  with  typhoid  fever.     He  was  sent  to  the 
hospital   and  as  his  strength    was  not   thoroughly 
restored    he  was    kept  there   a   year    and    a    half, 
attaining  to  the  rank  of  chief  nurse.     He  tried  hard 
to   get  back  to  the    regiment,   but    the   surgeons 
would  not  give  their  consent.    He  was  subsequently 
transferred    to   the    Veteran    Reserve    Corps   and 
having   become    well-posted    in   medicine    he   was 
appointed   Hospital   Steward.     As   such  he  acted 
until  the  close  of   the  war,  when  he  was  mustered 
out  at  Nashville,  Tenn. 

The  wife  of  Mr.  Holmes  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Minerva  Williams  and  their  wedding  day  was 
October  28,  1858.  Mrs.  Holmes  is  a  daughter  of 
Dr.  Josiah  and  Margaret  (Jones)  Williams,  whose 
biography  appears  in  this  volume.  She  was  born 
in  Hillsdale  County,  this  State,  July  8,  1840,  and 
came  to  Eaton  County  with    her  parents  when  a 


child  of  two  years.     Her  union  with  our  subject 
has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  three  children,  the 
youngest  of   whom,  Daisy,  is  yet  at  home.     The 
oldest,  Will  L.,  was  graduated  from  Albion  College 
in  the  spring  of  1890,  and  is  now  in  Boston  attend- 
ing a  theological  school  and  fitting  himself  for  the 
ministry.     He  married  Miss  Mina  Mudge,  who  was 
graduated  in  the  same  class  as  himself.     The  second 
child,  Nora  M.,  died  June  30,  1890,  when  twenty, 
three  years  old.     She  was  an  educated  and  refined 
young  lady  and  highly  respected  by  her  associates 
and  friends.     Her  death  was  a  sad  affliction  to  the 
family  but  her    parents    are    comforted    by    their 
Christian  hope.     They   have  for   many  years  been 
consistent    members   of    the   Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.     Mr.  Holmes  was  a  Republican   in  early 
life,  but  in  recent  years  has  been  identified  with 
the  Prohibition  party. 


1LENRY  KNAPP,  the  leading  merchant  at 
fjjr  Sunfield,  where  he  and  his  son  are  conduct- 
/4W^  ing  a  general  mercantile  business  under  the 
(|p  firm  name  of  Knapp  &  Son,  is  prominent 
and  well  known  in  business  circles  throughout 
Eaton  County.  He  is  a  native  of  the  town  of 
Lima,  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  born  May  19, 
1835.  His  parents  were  Henry  L.  and  Esther 
(Moses)  Knapp,  who  were  also  born  in  Livingston 
County.  They  moved  to  Michigan  in  18  ii  and  set- 
tled among  the  pioneers  of  Livonia,  Wayne  County. 
A  year  later  the  father  returned  to  New  York 
on  a  visit  and  died  while  there,  thus  rounding  out  a 
worthy  life.  He  was  a  carpenter  and  millwright 
and  worked  at  those  trades  the  most  of  his  life. 
After  the  father's  death  the  family  removed  to  De 
Kalb  County,  Ind.,  where  the  mother  died  at  a  ripe 
age.  Seven  children  were  born  of  her  marriage, 
viz.:  Daniel,  Charles,  Susan,  Thursey,  Jasper,  Les- 
lie and  Henry. 

Much  of  the  boyhood  of  our  subject  was  passed 
in  De  Kalb  County,  Ind.,  and  he  was  given  excel- 
lent educational  advantages  in  the  common  and 
high  schools.  When  he  was  fifteen  years  old  he 
entered   the  mercantile  world  as  a  clerk  in  a  store 
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at  Auburn,  Ind.,  remaining  there  about  one  year. 
He  next  engaged  in  the  same  capacity  at  Fairfield 
Center,  Ind.,  for  a  year.  After  that  he  worked  at 
the  carpenter's  trade  three  years.  By  the  time  that 
he  had  attained  his  twenty-first  year  so  well  had  he 
done  financially  he  was  enabled  to  take  unto  him- 
self a  wife,  and  December  16,  1856,  he  and  Miss 
Rhoda  Hyde,  of  Kendallville,  Noble  County,  Ind., 
united  their  lives  and  fortunes  in  a  marriage  that 
has  proved  to  be  a  union  of  mutual  benefit  and 
happiness.  It  has  brought  them  ten  children,  of 
whom  these  seven  are  living:  Daniel,  Frank,  Eu- 
gene, Lamont,  Cora,  Homer  and  Burton.  Those 
deceased  are  Esther,  Charlie  and  John.  Mrs.  Knapp 
was  born  in  Ohio  May  28,  1837,  and  is  a  daughter 
of  Daniel  and  Hannah  (Furman)  Hyde,  also  natives 
of  Ohio.  Her  father  is  now  living  at  Oxford, 
Kan.,  and  her  mother  died  in  that  State. 

The  first  year  of  his  marriage  Mr.  Knapp  kept 
books  and  clerked  for  a  mercantile  firm  at  Corunna, 
Ind.     He  then  went  to  Kendallville  and   the  ensu- 
ing three  years  was  bookkeeper  for  I.  J.  M.  Loomis. 
After  that  he  opened  a  set  of  books  for  a  hardware 
firm    at   Kendallville.     Six   months  later  he  kept 
books  for  D.  S.  Welch,  with  whom   he  remained 
three  years.     He  then  left  Kendallville  and  trav- 
eled for  six  months   for  a  glassware  and  oil   house 
of  Cleveland,  Ohio.     At  the  expiration  of  that  time 
he  came  to  Michigan,  in   1866,  and  bought  a  farm 
in  Sunfield  Township,  Eaton  County,  and  locating 
on  it,  followed  farming  for  several  years,  putting 
his  land  under  a  fine  state  of  cultivation  and  erect- 
ing a  good  set  of  buildings.     He  sold  his  land  in 
1890   at  a  good   price,  and   has  since  devoted  his 
time  exclusively  to  his  mercantile  business  that  he 
established  at  Sunfield  six  years  ago.     He  and  his 
son  have  command  of  an  extensive  trade  not  only  in 
the  village  but  far  beyond.     They  have  a  neatly 
fitted  up  establishment,  which   is  well  stocked  with 
all  articles  to  be  found  in  a  general  store,  and  they 
carry  a  fine  assortment  to  suit  the  wants  of  their 
customers.     Our  subject's  large  experience  in  the 
mercantile  trade  has  been  of  inestimable  value  to 
him    since  he  established    himself   independent^. 
He  conducts  hisjbusiness  systematically,  promptly 
and  after  the  best  methods,  and  his  name  stands 
high  in  financial  circles  wherever  he  is  known,  for 


his  strictly  honest  and  honorable  dealings  and  for 
his  reputation  as  a  farsighted,  energetic  and  enter- 
prising man  of  business. 

Mr.  Knapp  is  a  fine  specimen  of  our  self-made 
men,  as  he  started  in  life  as  poor  as  poor  could  be, 
and  only  by  energy,  persistence  and  intelligent 
management  has  become  one  of  the  substantial  men 
of  Eaton  County.  As  a  good  citizen  should,  he 
takes  a  deep  interest  in  politics  and  is  a  strong 
Republican  in  word  and  deed.  He  has  served  as 
Justice  of  the  Peace  four  years  and  Notary  for 
sixteen  years.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  among  the 
foremost  members  of  the  United  Brethren  Church, 
and  we  find  their  names  associated  with  many  acts 
of  benevolence  and  charity  and  many  kind  deeds 
are  attributed  to  them. 


«E 


E|s^ 


\f]  OSEPH  PERKEY,  a  representative  farmer 
and  stock-raiser  of  Eaton  County,  is  located 
on  section  25,  Eaton  Township.  He  owns 
there  a  tract  of  eighty  acres  of  fertile  land, 
which  has  been  well  improved  witli  every  needful 
outbuilding,  a  good  dwelling,  and  the  orchards  and 
minor  arrangements  that  are  included  in  a  first- 
class  farm.  He  has  lived  upon  this  tract  more  than 
thirty  years,  having  taken  possession  of  it  soon  after 
his  marriage.  His  anxieties  and  cares  have  been 
shared  by  an  estimable  wife  and  together  the  good 
couple  have  enjoyed  their  increasing  prosperity 
and  taken  an  active  part  in  social  affairs. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Henry  and 
Mary  (Long)  Perkey,  natives  of  Maryland  and 
Pennsylvania,  respectively.  The  former  was  born 
April  17,  1805,  and  when  about  fourteen  years  old 
accomanpied  the  other  members  of  his  father's  fam-  * 
ily  to  Perry  County,  Ohio.  There  they  resided 
until  1821,  then  removed  to  Fairfield  County  where 
in  1826  he  took  to  himself  a  wife.  Three  years 
later  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Perkey  settled  in  Seneca  County 
on  eighty  acres  of  land  bought  from  the  Govern- 
ment. This  was  improved  and  was  their  home  until 
the  fall  of  1850,  when  they  came  to  Eaton  County 
with  their  family  and  established  themselves  in 
Eaton  Township.     Here  they  continued  to  reside 
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until  1876  when  they  moved  into  Charlotte.  There 
Mr.  Perkey  died  March  18,  1889,  and  his  widow 
still  lives,  she  being  now  more  than  four-score  and 
ten  years  old. 

Henry  Perkey  was  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  Ohio 
for  nearly  fifteen  years  and  served  in  a  similar 
capacity  in  this  State.  Here  he  was  also  Township 
Treasurer  and  Supervisor.  His  political  sympathy 
was  with  the  Democracy  and  his  religious  faith 
that  of  the  Baptist  Church.  He  is  gratefully  re- 
membered as  one  of  the  early  pioneers  of  the  town- 
ship and  one  who  was  in  favor  of  public  improve- 
ments. To  him  and  his  wife  eight  children  came, 
of  whom  seven  survive,  namely:  Joseph,  Mrs.  Mary 
A.  Bretz,  Henry,  Mrs.  Sophia  Turner,  Samuel, 
Alfred  and  Mrs.  Maria  Perkins.  Samuel  is  a  prac- 
ticing physician  in  Chicago;  Henry  lives  in  Eaton 
Township,  and  the  others,  except  our  subject,  in 
Charlotte. 

The  natal  day  of  Joseph  Perkey  was  November 
1,  1827,  and  his  birthplace  Seneca  County,  Ohio. 
He  was  reared  amid  scenes  of  rural  life  and  has 
given  his  attention  principally  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits from  boyhood.  His  education  was  mainly 
obtained  in  the  subscription  schools  of  the  Buckeye 
State  and  since  growing  to  manhood  he  has  paid 
considerable  attention  to  reading  in  order  to  add  to 
his  stock  of  general  information.  He  accompanied 
his  parents  to  this  State  and  has  continued  to  live 
and  labor  in  Eaton  County. 

Mr.  Perkey  was  married  to  Hannah  Pixley, 
March  16,  1854.  The  bride  was  born  in  Niagara 
County,  N.  Y.,  July  10,  1830,  being  a  daughter  of 
James  and  Eunice  Pixley,  who  were  natives  of  the 
same  State  as  their  child.  The  only  other  member 
of  their  family  is  James  F.  who  now  lives  in  Eaton 
County.  In  1836  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pixley  came  West 
and  setttled  in  Eaton  Township,  on  land  bought 
from  the  Government.  They  were  among  the  first 
to  locate  here  and  were  obliged  to  develop  their 
home  from  the  forest.  Here  Mr.  Pixley  died  Sep- 
tember 5,  1856,  after  having  endured  the  usual 
hardships  and  privations  of  pioneer  life.  Mrs. 
Pixley  died  February  5,  1891,  aged  eighty -one 
years,  her  death  occurring  at  the  residence  of  her 
daughter. 

Mr.  and   Mrs.  Perkey  have  no  children  of  their 


ical 


own  but  have  an  adopted  daughter — Ada  L.,  who 
was  formerly  a  school  teacher.  Mr.  Perkey  has  been 
Justice  of  the  Peace  eleven  years  and  was  Township 
Treasurer  two  years;  he  has  also  acted  as  Notary 
Public.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Democratic  party 
and  is  almost  certain  to  be  found  at  the  polls  on 
election  day.  He  is  a  Mason,  holding  membership 
in  the  lodge  at  Eaton  Rapids  and  has  attained  the 
third  degree.  Like  the  generality  of  his  class  he 
desires  to  see  society  built  up  and  the  condition  of 
the  people  improved,  and  to  this  end  he  works  in 
company  with  his  neighbors. 

ON.  ALBERTUS  GREEN.  Inseparably 
connected  with  the  history  and  progress  of 
Olivet,  Eaton  County,  is  the  gentleman 
whose  name  introduces  this  brief  biograph- 
notice,  and  whose  long  and  distinguished 
career  in  the  business  and  political  world  is  re- 
viewed with  pride  by  his  fellow-citizens.  Possess- 
ing eminent  abilities  he  was  enabled  by  the  exercise 
of  a  firm  determination  to  attain  a  flattering  suc- 
cess. His  standard  of  zeal,  duty  and  personal 
effort  was  of  the  highest,  and  every  one  who  came 
within  reach  of  his  influence  seemed  to  be  inspired 
by  his  own  spirit.  It  has  been  said  that  though 
"the  workman  dies,  the  work  goes  on,"  and  the 
various  enterprises  originated  in  the  fertile  brain 
of  Mr.  Green  are  being  executed  by  those  who 
have  followed  him. 

Mr.  Green  was  born  in  1824,  in  Herkimer 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  fortunate  in  receiving 
excellent  educational  advantages  in  his  youth.  He 
was  one  of  that  band  who  came  here  from  Oberlin 
in  1844,  and  was  one  of  the  first  students  in  the 
Olivet  Institute,  where  he  became  assistant  later 
on.  He  was  instrumental  in  building  up  the  col- 
lege, in  which  he  always  maintained  a  peculiar  inter- 
est. After  a  brief  sojourn  in  Olivet  he  returned 
to  Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  there  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Eunice  M.  Ely,  a  young  lady 
of  refinement  and  culture.  The  young  coupJe  at 
once  came  to  this  village,  where  Mr.  Green  em- 
barked  in  the  milling  business,  enlarging  the  old 
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gristmill  and  fitting  it  up  for  his  own  purposes. 
He  also  operated  a  sawmill  in  partnership  with 
E.  N.  Ely,  and  in  connection  with  other  business 
engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits. 

Not  only  was  Mr.  Green  interested  in  educa- 
tional matters  but  he  was  in  every  respect  a  public- 
spirited  man,  and  was  very  active  in  politics.  An 
earnest  Whig  and  Abolitionist  he  was  largely 
instrumental  in  enlisting  men  in  the  Union  service, 
and  was  an  intimate  friend  of  Gov.  Blair,  the  War 
Governor  of  Michigan.  During  an  early  period  in 
his  political  life  the  people  recognized  the  peculiar 
qualifications  of  Mr.  Green  for  discharging  the 
responsible  duties  of  public  office,  and  elected  him 
to  the  State  Legislature  of  1860-61.  There  he 
proved  himself  an  ardent  loyalist,  a  wise  legislator, 
serving  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  and  giving  such  general  satisfaction  to 
his  constituents  that  he  was  again  elected  to  the 
Legislature  in  1864-65. 

In  1867  the  Hon.  Mr.  Green  was  elected  to  the 
Senate,  where  he  was  associated  with  ex-Govs. 
Luce,  Jerome  and  Croswell,  and  where  he  assisted 
in  building  up  the  character  of  the  country  and 
establishing  its  prosperity  on  solid  foundations.  In 
his  political  life  he  set  before  his  contemporaries  an 
example  of  industry  and  upright  honesty  of  pur- 
pose, that  had  not  only  a  present  but  a  future 
influence  upon  the  well-being  of  our  land.  His  life, 
taken  in  its  entirety,  illustrates  the  power  of  self- 
help,  of  patient  purpose  and  steadfast  integrity  in 
forming  a  truly  noble  and  manly  character,  and 
tells,  in  language  not  to  be  misunderstood,  what  it 
is  possible  for  each  to  accomplish,  for  himself.  Mr. 
Green  served  in  other  official  capacities,  was  a 
member  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  and  also 
Supervisor  and  Justice  of  the  Peace  many  years. 

A  few  years  before  his  death  our  subject  became 
an  active  agent  in  proposing  the  Coldwater,  Mar- 
shall &  Mackinaw  Railroad,  was  the  organizer  of 
the  company  and  its  President  when  he  died.  At 
that  time  the  road  was  under  construction  and 
over  seventy  miles  had  been  graded,  but  after  his 
decease  the  work  was  dropped.  He  found  time, 
amid  all  his  public  cares,  to  aid  in  the  work  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  of  which  he  was  a  con- 
sistent  member   and   a   Trustee;  besides    this   all 


charitable  and  philanthropic  objects  received  his 
generous  aid.  In  the  midst  of  a  useful  career,  in 
the  prime  of  a  vigorous  manhood,  he  passed  from 
earth  October  21,  1875,  at  the  age  of  fifty- one  years. 
His  wife  had  preceded  him  in  death,  passing  away 
in  1872. 

Of  the  five  children  born  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Green 
and  his  estimable  wife  four  grew  to  maturity,  as 
follows:  Henry  E.,  Edbert  B.,  Frank  N.  and  Al- 
bertus  P.  Henry  E.  is  a  merchant  in  Olivet;  Ed- 
bert B.  is  in  the  lumber  business  at  Alma,  and  is 
also  a  manufacturer  of  hoops  and  staves,  and  a 
dealer  in  hardwood  and  pine  lumber;  Frank  N.  is 
editor  of  the  Olivet  Optic,  an  eight-page  weekly, 
published  in  the  interests  of  the  town,  and  also 
containing  information  of  a  social  and  business 
nature.  It  has  a  large  circulation,  not  only  in  the 
thriving  city  of  Olivet  but  throughout  the  county. 
The  youngest  son,  Albertus  P.,  resides  in  Olivet, 
where  he  is  engaged  in  farming. 


4gs^  AMUEL  McBRIDE.  Eaton  County  has 
^^L  been  the  home  of  this  gentleman  for  thirty - 
\vj7  )l)  six  years,  and  his  labors  were  undertaken 
in  the  forests  that  were  the  haunts  of  wild 
animals,  where  he  built  a  small  log  house  for  his 
first  home.  He  was  far  too  busy  clearing  and  de- 
veloping his  land,  to  give  any  time  to  hunting  ex- 
cept in  the  way  of  adding  an  occasional  item  to  the 
bill  of  fare.  Marshall  was  the  nearest  railroad  sta- 
tion and  several  of  the  thriving  towns  of  to-day 
had  not  even  been  founded,  while  neighbors  were 
far  more  remote  than  at  present. 

Mr.  McBride  is  a  grandson  of  James  McBride,  a 
a  native  of  the  Emerald  Isle,  who  emigrated  to 
Pennsylvania  in  Colonial  times.  In  his  family  was 
a  son  Francis,  who  spent  his  entire  life  in  the  Key- 
stone State,  dying  in  1841,  at  the  age  of  about 
sixty  years.  He  was  a  member  of  that  branch  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  which  is  familiarly  known 
as  Seceders.  His  wife,  formerly  Mary  Carlyle, 
was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  died  in  that 
State  in  1847.  Twelve  children  were  born  to  them, 
two  only  being  now  alive,  the  subject  of  this  notice, 
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and  Jane,  wife  of  Robert  Crawford,  living  in  Alle- 
gany County,  Pa.  In  that  county  Samuel  Mc- 
Bride  was  born  July  11,  1828.  The  roof  that 
sheltered  him  was  of  the  kind  usually  seen  on  the 
farms  in  that  section  during  the  early  part  of  the 
century,  and  the  schoolhouse  in  which  he  conned 
his  lessons  was  of  equally  primitive  construction, 
with  puncheon  floor,  slab  seats  and  log  walls. 

In  1851  Mr.  McBride  entered  upon  a  personal 
career,  although  in  1847  he  had  left  the  old  home 
and  gone  to  Ashland  County.  Here  he  was  en- 
gaged in  carpenter  work  a  year  or  two,  after  which 
he  turned  his  attention  to  farming.  In  the  fall  of 
1854  he  came  West  and  from  that  time  to  the  pres- 
ent has  been  connected  with  the  agricultural  life 
of  Eaton  County.  He  bought  a  tract  of  land  on 
section  34,  Carmel  Township,  paying  $4.50  per 
acre  therefor,  and  as  before  stated,  began  in  a  hum- 
ble way  the  work  that  has  brought  him  prosperity 
and  good  repute.  He  now  has  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  land  that  is  naturally  good,  and  has 
been  well  developed,  and  upon  it  he  raises  good 
crops  and  all  kinds  of  stock.  A  neat  and  substan- 
tial frame  house  was  built  here  in  1870,  and  other 
buildings  such  as  are  found  to  be  necessary  and 
convenient  are  grouped  about  it.  A  well-kept 
orchard  supplies  the  family  with  an  abundance  of 
fruit,  and  adds  to  the  marketable  commodities  of 
the  proprietor. 

Mr.  McBride  took  to  himself  a  wife  in  the  per- 
son of  Miss  Mary  McLaughlin,  their  marriage  be- 
ing solemnized  May  1,  1851.  Mrs.  McBride  was 
born  in  Ohio  in  1828,  and  is  a  daughter  of  James 
and  Rebecca  (Reberson)  McLaughlin,  natives  of 
Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  respectively.  Her  parents 
came  to  Eaton  County  in  1864,  and  spent  the  rem- 
nant of  their  days  here,  the  father  dying  February 
17,  1888,  ten  years  after  his  wife  had  breathed  her 
last,  the  date  of  her  death  being  May  1,  1878. 
They  were  worthy  people,  members  in  good  stand- 
ing of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
McBride  have  two  daughters:  Tacy,  who  married 
William  Dunlap,  and  lives  in  Ohio;  and  Delia, 
wife  of  Nathan  Spencer,  who  lives  on  the  home 
place. 

The  fact  that  Mr.  McBride  has  become  the  owner 
of  so  good  a  home  when  he  began  life  with  but  lit- 


tle means,  is  evidence  of  his  industry  and  good 
management.  His  citizenship  is  equally  creditable 
and  he  has  the  goodwill  of  those  with  whom  he 
has  dealings.  In  his  political  views  he  is  a  Demo- 
crat. The  only  social  order  with  which  he  is  iden- 
tified is  the  Patrons  of  Industry. 


-    '>  '>£%#<'   *    ~ 

E.  TIECIIE.  From  lands  across  the  sea 
many  young  men  have  come  to  swell  the 
population  of  America,  and  bear  a  part  in 
developing  the  resources  of  this  country,  which  was 
to  them  the  Mecca  of  all  their  hopes.  One  of  this 
number  is  E.  E.  Tieche  who  is  one  of  the  prominent 
farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  Kaiamo  Township,  Ea- 
ton County.  Our  subject  was  in  his  ninth  year  when 
he  bade  adieu  to  his  native  land  and  sailed  with  his 
parents  for  America.  His  father,  Alphonse,  was 
born  in  the  Canton  of  Berne,  Switzerland,  and  was  of 
French  descent.  He  engaged  in  the  occupation  of 
farming  in  his  native  land  and  for  a  short  while 
served  in  the  army.  In  1848  he  came  to  this  coun- 
try, with  his  wife  and  five  children,  making  the  voy- 
age in  the  sail  vessel  uIowa,"  which  was  forty  days 
in  making  the  passage,  and  settling  in  Wayne 
County,  Ohio,  engaged  in  farming  and  at  the  same 
time  carried  on  different  occupations.  He  also 
resided  in  Williams  County  for  a  while.  In  1856 
he  removed  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Sheridan 
Township,  Calhoun  County,  and  remained  there 
for  two  years  subsequently  removing  to  Indiana. 
After  a  residence  of  a  few  years  in  that  State  he 
returned  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Buchanan 
Township,  Berrien  County.  He  purchased  a  farm 
containing  one  hundred  and  ten  acres  upon  which 
he  resided  until  his  death  which  occurred  in  1883, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years.  In  politics  he  was 
a  Democrat  and  was  a  member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church.  The  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Emily  Lardon.  She  was  the 
mother  of  nine  children  our  subject  being  the  old- 
est of  the  family.  She  died  in  1878,  aged  sixty 
years. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Recomvillie  in  the  Can- 
ton of  Berne,  Switzerland,  January  14,  1839.     lh 
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attended  a  school  in  which  the  French  language 
was  taught,  until  nine  years  of  age,  at  which  time 
he  came  to  America  with  his  parents.  After  his 
parents  settled  in  Sheridan  Township,  he  attended 
the  district  school.  At  the  age  of  twenty  years 
he  began  working  out  in  Calhoun  County  at  Ma- 
rengo, at  which  he  continued  until  the  breaking  out 
of  the  Rebellion.  He  enlisted  on  the  14th  of  August, 
1861,  in  Company  F,  Ninth  Michigan  Infantry. 
He  was  mustered  in  at  Detroit  in  Capt.  Newcomb's 
Company.  The  regiment  was  sent  South  in  1862 
and  detailed  at  head-quarters  for  reserve.  He 
served  with  his  regiment  until  the  close  of  the  war 
and  was  in  the  Georgia  campaign,  under  Thomas. 
Before  re-enlistment  as  a  veteran  he  returned  home 
on  a  furlough.  After  his  re-enlistment  he  served 
as  a  Corporal,  and  was  mustered  out  September  15, 
1865,  having  served  four  years,  one  month  and  one 
.day.  After  he  was  mustered  out  of  the  service  he 
returned  home  and  worked  on  the  farm  of  Mr. 
Marble  for  a  time.  Subsequently  he  purchased 
forty  acres  in  Marengo  Township,  on  section  16, 
where  he  resided  for  two  years  and  then  sold  this 
land  and  removed  to  Berrien  County,  and  settled 
in  Buchanan  Township.  After  a  residence  of 
nearly  a  year  he  returned  to  Marengo  Township, 
Eaton  County,  and  purchased  sixty  acres  situated 
on  section  18.  This  property  was  heavily  tim- 
bered but  Mr.  Tieche,  by  industry,  soon  had  it 
cleared  and  improved.  In  1886  he  built  a  large 
house  with  modern  improvements,  and  heated  by 
a  furnace.  His  barns  are  substantial  and  of  mod- 
ern make.  His  farm  is  well  improved  and  the  soil 
suited  to  the  raising  of  all  kinds  of  grain,  and  he 
has  a  variety  of  stock  upon  his  place. 

Our  subject  was  married  at  Maple  Grove,  Barry 
County,  this  State,  March  14,  1867,  to  Miss  Theoda 
Swift,  the  daughter  of  Reuben  Swift.  Mrs.  Tieche 
was  born  in  Eaton  County,  Mich.  Her  grand- 
father, Jesse  Swift,  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  was 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Steuben  County,  N.  Y., 
and  died  there.  He  served  during  the  War  of  1 81 2. 
Her  father  was  a  machinist  and  carpenter  of  high 
order.  In  1839  he  came  to  Michigan  and  located 
in  Washtenaw  County,  afterwards  trading  his  prop- 
erty and  removing  to  Kalamazoo,  and  later  in  the 
same  year  he  entered  land  in  Bellevue  Township, 


on  section  1,  taking  up  eighty  acres  which  he 
cleared.  In  1852  he  purchased  property  on  section 
26,  in  Kalamo  Township,  on  which  farm  he  died 
when  seventy-four  years  old.  He  cast  his  vote 
with  the  Republican  party.  The  mother  of  Mrs. 
Tieche  was  Chloe  P.  Brooks,  born  in  Cato,  N.  Y., 
the  daughter  of  Silas  Brooks.  Her  father  and 
mother  died  in  that  State,  the  mother  in  1849. 
They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  seven  of 
whom  grew  to  mature  years.  Our  subject's  wife 
was  the  sixth  child  in  order  of  birth  in  the  family 
and  was  born  November  25,  1840,  in  Bellevue 
Township,  Eaton  County,  and  lived  there  until  ten 
years  of  age  afterward  residing  at  various  places 
until  she  came  to  Kalamo  Township. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tieche  are  the  parents  of  five  chil- 
dren, three  of  whom  are  now  living — Hayes  A., 
Ola  C,  and  Custer  C.  The  names  of  the  deceased 
are:  Mary  A.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years; 
and  Villa  C,  at  the  age  of  three  years.  Mr.  Tieche 
is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  is  prominently  iden- 
tified with  Jefferd  Post,  No.  82,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Nash- 
ville. He  and  his  excellent  wife  are  well  and  favor- 
ably known  and  have  a  large  circle  of  acquaintances 
throughout  the  township.  Mrs.  Tieche  is  a  leading 
member  of  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps  at  Nashville. 


f 


ACOB  MOORE  is  one  of  the  most  intelligent, 
practical  members  of  the  farming  commun- 
ity that  is  building  up  and  carrying  on  the 
extensive  agricultural  interests  of  Vermont- 
ville  Township,  Eaton  County.  His  farm  consists  of 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  section  26.  He  is  a 
son  of  Peter  and  Margaret  (Stuver)  Moore,  natives 
of  New  York  State,  whence  they  removed  to  Wayne 
County  in  1847  and  where  the  father  died.  Mr. 
Moore  followed  the  life  of  a  farmer  and  won  from 
the  soil  a  good  competence.  He  received  a  good 
education  in  German,  and  religiously  was  a  member 
of  the  Lutheran  Church.  Mrs.  Moore  was  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  faith. 

Our  subject  was  born  May  13,  1818,  in  Colum- 
bia County,  N.  Y.,  and  after  the  death  of  his  father 
came  with  his  mother  and  brother  to  Michigan  in 
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the  year  1855,  settling  on  a  farm  which  he  now 
makes  his  home.  It  was  all  raw  land  at  the  time 
of  purchase  but  he  has  greatly  improved  the  land 
and  erected  comfortable  buildings.  The  Moore 
family  is  of  German  descent.  Peter  Moore  was 
twice  married,  his  first  wife  being  a  native  of  Col- 
umbia County,  N.  Y.,  and  by  whom  he  had  ten 
children.  His  last  marriage  was  productive  of  four 
children.  Our  subject  and  a  half-brother,  Philip, 
who  still  lives  in  Columbia  County,  N.  Y.,  and  is 
upward  of  ninety  years  of  age,  are  the  only  sur- 
vivors of  that  once  large  family. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  recipient  of  a 
common-school  education  in  his  native  town  and 
was  early  initiated  into  the  duties  of  a  farmer  lad. 
Following  in  the  footsteps  of  his  father  he  has 
always  devoted  his  attention  to  farming,  and  upon 
coming  to  this  State  in  1855  purchased  the  farm  on 
which  he  has  resided  for  thirty-six  years.  He  is 
the  possessor  of  a  hundred  and  sixty-acre  tract, 
eighty  acres  of  which  has  been  cleared  and  is  under 
a  high  state  of  cultivation.  Upon  purchasing  the 
home  estate  his  brother  George  had  an  interest  in 
the  same  and  with  them  their  parents  made  their 
home  until  they  were  called  hence.  His  farm  ranks 
among  the  finest  in  the  township,  bears  the  usual 
improvements  and  is  so  managed  as  to  bring  forth 
abundant  crops  of  good  qualilty.  His  estate  is  fur- 
ther improved  by  a  tine  residence,  and  he  also  owns 
a  beautiful  two-story  frame  house  on  the  same 
farm.  He  takes  an  active  interest  in  political  issues 
and  votes  the  Republican  ticket.  He  is  now  living 
in  retirement  on  his  beautiful  farm  and  enjoying 
the  fruits  of  his  early  industry. 

In  1852  Mr.  Moore  took  to  wife  Miss  Ann  Haner 
a  native  of  Wa}rne  County,  N.  Y.  She  was  born  in 
1826  and  is  the  daughter  of  Christopher  and  Sarah 
H.  (Robbins)  Haner.  Mrs.  Moore  passed  from 
earth  in  October,  1853.  Our  subject  was  a  second 
time  married,  August  15,  1858,  to  Miss  Samantha 
Duffy,  a  resident  of  Barry  County,  this  State.  She 
was  a  native  of  Canada  and  died  four  years  after 
her  marriage  to  our  subject.  She  had  become 
the  mother  of  two  sons,  Charles  W.,  a  farmer  in 
Washington;  he  married  Ida  Scott,  of  Chester, 
Eaton  County,  this  State,  and  they  have  four  chil- 
dren, namely:    Edith    A.,   Nellie   C,  Jay  M.  and 


Zilpha.  Edwin  E.  Moore  is  now  brakeman  on  the 
Michigan  Central  Railroad;  he  married  Miss  Cora 
J.  Kirby,  of  Vermontville,  and  to  them  have  been 
born  two  children — Warren  E.  and  Agnes  B. 

George  Moore,  who  came  to  Michigan  with  our 
subject,  lived  with  him  until  his  death,  January  10, 
1866.  He  was  born  October  1, 1815.  He  also  de- 
voted his  whole  life  to  agricultural  pursuits  and 
March  28,  1846,  was  married  to  Sarah  M.  Haner, 
who  was  born  in  Ghent,  Columbia  County,  N.  Y., 
May  14,  1821  ;  they  had  no  children.  Mr.  Moore 
has  been  of  much  benefit  to  the  community  in 
which  he  resides,  being  at  all  times  interested  in 
public  matters  and  a  willing  contributor  to  worthy 
causes.  The  widow  of  George  Moore  has  an  inter- 
est in  the  farm  and  makes  her  home  on  the  same 
with  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 


-**-$- 


RS.  MALVINA    (RICE)  Mc  CAMMAN, 

whose  portrait  appears  on  the  opposite  page 
and  who  occupies  one  of  the  many  attract- 
ive homes  of  Charlotte,  is  well  known  in 
this  city.  Her  father,  Hannibal  Goddard  Rice, 
was  one  of  the  foremost  pioneers  of  Eaton  County, 
and  a  potent  factor  in  its  upbuilding.  A  native  of 
New  Hampshire,  he  was  only  six  years  old  when  his 
father  died  and  the  unfortunate  little  lad  was  bound 
out  to  a  preacher  in  his  native  State.  He  did  not 
like  his  surroundings  and  at  the  age  of  nine  years 
he  ran  away;  ever  after  that  he  cared  for  himself, 
which  he  was  quite  able  to  do,  as  he  was  manly  and 
self-reliant  far  beyond  his  years,  full  of  resource 
and  energy. 

Having  inherited  habits  of  thrift  and  industry 
by  laboring  hard  and  carefully  hoarding  his  earn- 
ings", at  the  age  of  sixteen  Mr.  Rice  had  saved 
money  enough  to  buy  a  farm  which  was  located  in 
Onondaigua  County,  N.  Y.  The  title  of  the  land 
proved  not  to  be  good,  so  he  lost  it.  He  then  went 
to  Castile,  Genesee  County,  the  same  State,  and 
bought  a  tract  partly  cleared,  on  which  he  built  a 
house  and  there  he  resided  a  short  time.  Selling 
that  place,  his  next  move  was  to  Perry  Village 
where  he  bought  a  home  and  engaged  in  making 
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shoes.  Although  he  had  never  learned  the  trade 
his  usual  success  followed  his  enterprise,  and  he  car- 
ried on  the  business  profitably  for  some  time,  con- 
tinuing to  live  in  that  village  until  1836. 

In  1833  Mr.  Rice  visited  the  Territory  of  Mich- 
igan and  entered  large  tracts  of  Government  land 
in  Calhoun,  Eaton,  Cass  and  Ionia  Counties.  During 
one  of  his  trips  to  this  part  of  the  country  he 
assisted  in  raising  the  first  building  ever  erected 
in  Marshall.  In  that  early  day  this  part  of  Mich- 
igan was  a  howling  wilderness,  and  there  being  no 
roads,  the  father  of  our  subject  had  to  follow  the 
Indian  trails  in  his  travels,  and  the  Indians  used  to 
convey  him  across  the  streams  in  their  bark  canoes. 
In  the  fall  of  1836  he  removed  with  his  family  to 
Goguac  Prairie,  Calhoun  County.  The  removal 
was  made  by  the  way  of  the  Erie  Canal  to  Black 
Rock,  N.  Y.,  and  from  there  with  ox-teams  through 
Canada  to  Detroit,  which  was  then  but  a  village 
and  the  intervening  country  from  there  to  Calhoun 
County  was  a  forest  with  here  and  there  a  settler, 
while  Jackson  was  only  an  insignificant  hamlet  of 
a  few  houses.  Mr.  Rice  brought  the  first  stock  of 
goods  from  the  East  to  Jackson  and  in  partnership 
with  Mr.  Chidester  sold  them  out  at  retail  Mr. 
Buddington,  their  salesman,  afterward  became  well 
known  as  one  of  the  early  wardens  of  the  Peniten- 
tiary at  Jackson. 

After  his  arrival  at  his  destination  Mr.  Rice 
rented  a  double  log  house  near  his  land,  in  which  he 
resided  with  his  wife  and  children  until  the  follow- 
ing spring  and  during  that  time  he  built  a  hewed 
log  house  on  his  own  premises.  He  was  very  active 
in  securing  educational  advantages  for  the  children 
of  the  pioneers.  He  built  a  log  building  for  a  school- 
house,  the  first  ever  erected  in  the  neighborhood, 
and  sent  East  for  a  teacher.  In  the  spring  of  1838 
the  Rice  family  came  to  Eaton  County,  the  father 
having  sold  their  home  in  Calhoun  County.  *  He 
had  previously  entered  four  eighty-acre  tracts  of 
land,  which  are  now  included  within  the  corparote 
limits  of  Charlotte.  There  was  at  the  time  the  body 
of  two  log  houses  here,  and  Mr.  Rice  brought  lum- 
ber from  Battle  Creek  to  make  a  floor  for  one  of 
these  cabins,  split  shakes  to  cover  the  roof,  and  in 
that  humble  abode  the  family  found  a  welcome 
shelter.  Soon  after  they  settled  here  it  was  decided 


that  Charlotte  should  be  the  county  seat  and  Mr. 
Rice  bore  a  prominent  part  in  building  the  court- 
house. It  occupied  the  place  where  the  Phoenix 
House  now  stands.  It  was  built  of  logs  which  Mr. 
Rice  drew  to  the  spot  with  a  team,  and  the  glass 
for  the  windows,  nails,  and  other  materials  used  in 
its  construction,  he  procured  in  Detroit. 

Mr.  Rice  devoted  much  of  his  time  to  the  im- 
provement of  his  farm,  and  stocked  it  with  horses, 
cattle  and  hogs  that  he  brought  from  Battle  Creek. 
The  same  }7ear  that  he  settled  here  he  erected  a 
house  close  to  where  the  fountain  now  is  on  Law- 
rence Avenue,  and  soon  after  fitted  up  a  school- 
house,  in  which  Miss  Jane  Gallery,  then  of  Eaton 
Rapids,  taught  the  first  school  ever  held  in  this 
city.  Mr.  Rice  superintended  the  clearing  of  his 
land  and  resided  here  until  1843,  when  lie  bought 
a  farm  near  Detroit,  and  removed  his  family  there. 
They  were  soon  stricken  with  the  ague  in  their  new 
home,  and  in  1844  Mr.  Rice  sold  his  possessions  in 
that  part  of  the  State,  and  early  in  1845  again  took 
up  his  residence  at  Charlotte.  A  year  later  he  re- 
moved to  Battle  Creek,  then  a  small  village.  He 
had  long  before  that  bought  property  there,  and 
afterward  he  devoted  his  time  to  its  improvement, 
and  was  engaged  in  various  enterprises.  At  an 
early  day  he  bought  property  in  Chicago,  whither 
he  went  frequently,  making  the  journey  on  horse- 
back; he  operated  boats  on  the  Illinois  and  Michi- 
gan Canal,  and  also  bought  large  tracts  of  land  in 
Kane  and  Kendall  Counties,  111. 

While  yet  in  the  prime  of  life  and  in  the  midst 
of  an  active  and  brilliant  career  as  a  business  man, 
Mr.  Rice  was  removed  from  the  scenes  of  his  use- 
fulness by  the  hand  of  death  at  his  home  in  Battle 
Creek,  November  11,  1855.  He  was  a  man  of  more 
than  ordinary  enterprise  and  business  capacity,  and 
though  he  died  ere  he  had  reached  the  meridian  of 
life  he  had  already  amassed  a  fortune.  His  wealth 
was  put  to  good  uses,  as  he  was  liberal  in  the  ex- 
penditure of  his  money  for  public  and  charitable 
purposes,  and  he  was  always  at  the  front  in  advanc- 
ing any  scheme  that  would  in  any  way  enhance  the 
interests  of  city  or  county  educationally,  socially, 
or  materially.  In  all  his  work  he  received  the  ac- 
tive co-operation  of  his  wife,  who  was  a  woman  of 
remarkable  ability,  and  had  a  good  knowledge  of 
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business.  Her  maiden  name  was  Hannah  Fuller, 
and  she  was  born  in  Saratoga  County,  N.  Y.,  to 
James  and  Mary  Fuller.  She  died  in  Battle  Creek 
in  April,  1887,  in  her  eighty-third  year.  Notwith- 
standing her  advanced  age,  she  retained  her  physi- 
cal and  mental  faculties  in  a  wonderful  degree  up 
to  the  time  of  her  death. 

Mrs.  Malvina  McCamman,  of  whom  this  bio- 
graphy is  the  life-record,  was  born  at  Castile,  Gene- 
see County,  N.  Y.,  December  12,  1830.  She  was 
but  six  years  old  when  she  came  to  Michigan  in 
territorial  days  with  her  parents,  and  she  remem- 
bers well  the  incidents  of  pioneer  life  here  under 
whose  influences  she  was  reared  to  womanhood. 
She  attended  a  primitive  pioneer  school  taught  in 
a  log  house,  furnished  with  hewed  puncheon  seats 
that  had  wooden  pins  for  legs.  At  the  age  of  six- 
teen she  was  so  far  advanced  in  her  studies,  being 
a  good  scholar  and  a  diligent  student,  that  she  com- 
menced teaching,  and  her  first  experience  in  the 
profession  was  in  a  log  schoolhouse  near  the  present 
fair  grounds  of  the  city.  After  teaching  one  term, 
she  attended  school  one  year  at  Syracuse.  Return- 
ing to  her  home,  she  lived  with  her  parents  until 
her  marriage  February  15,  1853,  to  James  Dunlap 
McCamman. 

Mr.  McCamman  was  born  in  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  and 
when  a  boy  accompanied  his  parents  to  Ohio.  The 
family  settled  near  Ashland,  where  young  McCam- 
man learned  the  trade  of  a  tailor.  In  1843  he  came 
to  Charlotte  and  opened  at  that  time  one  of  the 
first  tailor's  establishments  in  the  city.  He  con- 
tinued in  the  business  here  a  few  years,  and  then 
returned  to  Ohio  in  1849.  In  the  spring  of  1850 
he  made  a  pedestrian  tour  to  California,  and  so- 
journed in  the  Golden  State  until  1853,  when  he 
came  back  to  this  part  of  the  country  by  wav  of 
the  Isthmus.  He  located  at  Battle  Creek,  and  af- 
ter a  residence  there  of  three  years,  went  to  Sturcns, 
where  he  bought  a  flouring-mill.  It  proved  an  un- 
fortunate investment,  as  the  mill  was  destroyed  by 
fire  a  few  months  later.  Returning  to  Battle  Creek, 
he  opened  a  merchant  tailor-shop,  and  carried  on 
business  in  that  city  for  a  time. 

In  1859  Mr.  McCamman  sold  his  property  in 
Battle  Creek,  and  again  started  for  the  gold  re- 
gions, Pike's  Peak  being  his  objective  point.     He 


went  but  a  short  distance,  however,  and  then  re- 
turned, and  coining  to  Charlotte,  built  a  home  and 
gave  his  attention  to  farming.  In  1863  he  once 
more  set  his  face  westward  in  search  of  gold,  mak- 
ing his  way  over  the  plains  and  mountains  to  Idaho. 
He  engaged  in  mining  in  that  State  and  in  Mon- 
tana, and  has  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  time 
there  since,  his  present  place  of  residence  being  in 
Bozeman,  Gallatin  County,  Mont. 

Mrs.  McCamman  owns  and  occupies  a  part  of  the 
land  in  Charlotte  which  formerly  belonged  to  her 
father,  and  also  has  valuable  property  in  Battle 
Creek  and  Chicago.  She  inherits  in  a  full  degree 
the  talents  and  ability  that  characterized  her  par- 
ents, and  is  capable  of  managing  her  affairs  to  the 
best  advantage.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McCamman  have 
three  children,  namely:  James  Rice,  who  resides 
in  Chicago  and  is  single;  Amanda  M.,  and  Mary 
Alice.  Amanda  married  Charles  A.  Martin,  and 
they  have  one  child,  Dorr  Rice;  Mary  married 
John  E.  Lindsay,  and  they  have  three  children  liv- 
ing, as  follows:  Zella  Theo,  Rhea  Cleora  and  Shir- 
ley. 


^  ON.  WELLS  R.  MARTIN,  is  better  known 
as  Deacon  Martin.  It  is  Impossible  in  a  brief 
~  biographical  sketch  to  render  full  justice  to 
(H  the  old  pioneers,  and  yet,  they  are  so  inti- 
mately and  clearly  identified  with  the  county's  wel- 
fare and  their  names  are  so  familiar  to  ail  that  it  is 
only  justice  to  dwell  upon  what  they  have  done 
and  the  influence  of  their  career  upon  others,  not 
as  empty  words  of  praise,  but  the  plain  statement 
of  a  plain  truth.  To  this  class  belongs  Wells  R. 
Martin,  who  was  born  in  Hoosac  Falls,  Rensselaer 
County,  N.  Y.,  March  18,  1811.  He  is  a  son  of 
James  and  Lydia  (Roe)  Martin,  natives  respect- 
ively of  Rhode  Island  and  Berkshire  County, 
Mass. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  married  at  Will- 
iamstown,  Mass.,  and  immediately  took  up  their 
residence  at  Hoosac  Falls,  N.  Y.,  where  they  lived 
for  a  few  years  and  then  removed  to  Bennington, 
Vt.,  where  they  passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives. 
The  father  farmed  in  a  small  way  but  was  very  sue- 
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cessful.  He  was  a  man  of  good  principles  and  with 
his  wife  was  a  consistent  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  He  was  twice  married,  his  second  wife 
being  Miss  Eunice  Bingham,  a  native  of  Benning- 
ton, Vt.,  where  she  died.  Her  marriage  with 
our  subject  resulted  in  the  birth  of  three  daughters, 
Lydia  B.,  Eliza  and  Laura.  The  first  marriage  of 
Mr.  Martin  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  four  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  Hamilton,  Miranda,  Franklin  and 
Wells  R.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject 
was  Jacob  Martin,  a  New  Englander  by  birth  but 
of  Scotch-Irish  parentage.  He  was  in  the  War  of 
the  Revolution  and  was  a  pensioner.  He  passed 
his  last  days  at  Bennington,  Vt.  His  maternal 
grandfather  was  Elisha  Roe,  also  a  native  of  New 
England  and  of  English  descent. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  the  youngest  child  of 
his  father  by  his  first  marriage.  He  passed  his 
early  life  in  Bennington,  indeed  remaining  there 
until  attaining  his  twenty-eighth  year,  being  in  the 
meantime  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  that 
place.  He  was  reared  a  farmer's  boy,  which  occu^ 
pation  he  followed  in  Vermont.  In  1837  he  came 
to  what  is  now  Vermontville,  this  State,  with  the 
Vermont  Colony,  and  entered  nine  sections  of  land 
under  the  Government  land  laws  of  the  State.  The 
village  of  Vermontville  is  now  located  in  about 
the  center  of  that  purchase.  This  property  was 
divided  among  the  members  of  the  colony,  Mr. 
Martin's  portion  being  eighty-five  acres  which 
is  located  in  the  southeastern  portion  of  the  vil- 
lage. Previous  to  this  time  he  had  entered  a  tract 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  the  northeastern 
part  of  the  town,  which  he  improved  but  after- 
wards sold.  He  has  been  a  resident  of  Vermont- 
ville since  May,  1837,  and  has  contributed  much 
to  the  general  welfare  of  the  community,  which 
holds  him  in  high  esteem.  Upon  coming  to  this 
State  he  made  the  trip  via  the  Erie  canal  and  lakes 
to  Detroit,  at  which  latter  place  he  purchased  an 
ox-team  and  drove  overland  to  Vermontville, 
making  the  entire  trip  in  three  weeks.  In  the  fall 
of  1837  he  returned  East  to  Vermont,  and  spent 
the  winter  in  closing  up  his  business  affairs  there, 
and  the  following  spring  removed  with  his  family 
to  his  new  Michigan  home.  He  was  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits  until  1854,  when  he  launched 


out  in  the  mercantile  business  continuing  the  same 
until  1859,  when  his  son  took  charge  of  the  busi- 
ness. In  1840  he  engaged  as  an  hotel  keeper  at 
Vermontville  and  continued  to  run  this  until  1859. 
At  the  expiration  of  this  time  he  began  dealing  in 
live  stock  and  lumber,  in  which  he  continued 
until  1880  since  which  time  he  has  led  a  retired 
life. 

Mr.  Martin  started  out  in  life  poor  in  this  world's 
goods  but  is  now  very  nicely  situated,  and  he  and 
his  family  have  a  host  of  warm  personal  friends. 
Being  numbered  among  the  early  pioneers  of  Eaton 
County,  he  retains  a  vivid  recollection  of  the  land 
when  it  was  scarcely  more  than  the  primeval  for- 
est. In  1848  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  State 
Legislature  from  Eaton  County  on  the  Democratic 
ticket.  This  was  during  the  first  session  of  the  Leg- 
islature held  at  Lansing.  He  has  held  all  the  town- 
ship offices,  being  kept  in  one  official  position  or 
another  a  large  portion  of  the  time  since  being  a 
resident  of  Vermontville.  He  has  all  his  life  been 
a  firm  adherent  of  Democratic  principles  and  cast 
his  first  vote  for  Andrew  Jackson  in  1832.  He  is 
a  devout  and  faithful  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  having  united  with  that  body  in  1831. 
His  wife  was  also  a  member  of  the  same  denomi- 
nation. 

August  20,  1835,  Mr.  Martin  took  for  his  wife 
Miss  Emily  Robinson,  a  native  of  Bennington,  Vt., 
where  she  was  born  March  31,  1806.  She  died  in 
Vermontville,  December  17,  1885.  Her  parents 
were  Samuel  and  Sarah  (Howard)  Robinson,  na- 
tives of  Vermont.  They  were  among  the  first 
settlers  of  Bennington  County,  and  were  of  Eng- 
lish descent.  Mrs.  Martin's  great-grandfather,  Sam- 
uel Robinson,  was  a  patentee  of  the  southwestern 
part  of  Vermont  from  Gov.  Behning.  Samuel 
Robinson  had  four  sons  in  the  Revolutionary  War 
who  participated  in  the  battle  of  Bennington,  Vt. 
The  younger  son,  David,  was  the  first  United  States 
Marshal  of  Vermont.  Moses,  another  son,  was 
Governor  of  the  State.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  our 
subject  comes  of  honorable  ancestry. 

Unto  Mr.  Martin  of  this  sketch  and  his  wife 
have  been  born  three  children:  Henry,  the  eldest, 
was  born  in  Vermont,  and  is  a  retired  merchant  at 
Vermontville;  he  was  married  to  Martha  Jones,  of 
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Phoenixville,  Pa.,  and  is  the  father  of  five  chil- 
dren—Jennie; Alice  (deceased) ;  John  J.,  Clarence 
and  Edith.  Amanda  R.,  the  eldest  daughter  of  our 
subject  is  the  wife  of  Horace  Curtis,  a  farmer  of  Ver- 
montville— they  have  one  child,  a  daughter,  Harriet. 
The  youngest,  Harriet,  is  Mrs.  Almon  Thompson, 
whose  husband  is  a  practicing  physician  at  Flint, 
Mich.,  and  they  have  no  children.  Mr.  Thompson 
served  in  the  late  war  as  Surgeon  and  was  eleven 
years  United  States  Consul  to  Canada.  Our  sub- 
ject's wife  is  deceased;  she  was  one  of  the  thor- 
oughly good  women  of  the  neighborhood  and 
active  in  all  church  work.  Mr.  Martin,  as  already 
stated,  is  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  in  the  county, 
and  has  ever  taken  a  warm  interest  in  its  develop- 
ment and  welfare.  He  is  known  and  respected  for 
the  honesty  and  sincerity  of  his  character  and  has 
the  friendship  of  the  best  men  in  the  community. 


RS.  PHILENA  ROBERTS.  Among  all 
the  residents  of  Eaton  County  none  show 
greater  aptitude  for  business  transactions 
or  better  judgment  in  the  conduct  of  affairs 
than  Mrs.  Roberts  whose  home  is  in  Belle vue 
Township.  Her  farm  comprises  eighty  acres  on  sec- 
tions 28  and  29,  where  she  has  made  the  improve- 
ments which  make  it  one  of  the  attractive  and 
well-regulated  estates  in  the  neighborhood.  The 
property  adjoins  the  corporation  limits  of  Belle- 
vue  and  borders  on  Battle  Creek.  The  crops  that 
are  suited  to  the  soil  and  climate  are  raised,  and 
also  stock  of  good  grades.  Mrs.  Roberts  has  had 
an  experience  of  years  in  the  management  of  agri- 
cultural and  business  affairs,  and  has  passed  through 
trials  that  fall  to  the  lot  of  but  few,  but  neither 
sorrow,  care  nor  hardships  has  detracted  from  her 
spirit  of  loving  kindness  or  made  her  morose  or 
unsocial. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Roberts  was  Tushan  Sherbo- 
now  who  was  born  in  Canada  and  was  of  French 
descent.  He  removed  from  his  native  country  to 
Addison  County,  Vt.,  where  he  married  and  reared 
his  family.  From  that  county  he  volunteered  in 
the  War  of  1812.     His  wife  was  Amelia  Newells 


who  was  born  in  France  and  whose  parents  were 
people  of  wealth.  She  came  to  America  with  them 
and  died  in  Way  bridge,  Vt.;  she  was  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  with  her  hus- 
band endeavored  to  instill  the  best  of  principles, 
as  well  as  practical  knowledge,  into  the  minds  of 
their  twelve  children. 

The  seventh  child  in  the  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Sherbonow   was  Philena,  who  was  born  at  Ferrys- 
burg,    Addison    County,    Vt.,   August   29,    1830. 
From  her  girlhood  she  was  obliged  to  work  out,  as 
the    family  was    large    and   her    father  was  but  in 
ordinary  circumstances.     She  was  married  in  Way- 
bridge,  November  14,  1848,  to  G.  W.  Sturdivant, 
who  was  born  in  that  place  and  whose  father  Sam- 
uel Sturdivant,  was  a  farmer.     The  young  couple 
established   their  home  on  a  farm   in   the  vicinity, 
the  husband  having  eighty  acres  of  land  which  he 
cnltivated  until   1852;  he  then  removed  to  Craw- 
ford County,  Pa.,  bought  eighty  acres  on  the  banks 
of  French  Creek  and  again  went  into  general  farm- 
ing.    Mr.  Sturdivant  did   some  teaming  to  Erie, 
and  his  wife  managed  the   farm,  looking  after  all 
their  business,  as  he  was  -drifting  toward  insanity. 
In   1858   Mr.  and   Mrs.     Sturdivant    sold    their 
Pennsylvania  property  and  came  to  Michigan,  mak- 
ing the  journey  with  a  double  carriage  to  Cleve- 
land, Ohio,  thence  to  Detroit  by  boat  and  to  Eaton 
County  with  the  carriage.    They  located  on  a  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  five  acres,  which  was   partly 
cleared  and  were  scarcely  settled  when  the  husband 
became  insane  and  had  to  be  taken  to  Kalamazoo. 
He  was  in  the  institution  there  three  years,  durino- 
which  time  the  wife  improved  the  farm,  the  greater 
part  of  which  she  still  owns.     During  her  visits  to 
him  she  saw  that  he  was  mistreated,  so  brought  him 
home  and  took  care  of  him  until  he  died  December 
18,  1886. 

A  second  marriage  was  made  by  our  subject 
May  10,  1888,  she  on  that  day  becoming  the  wife 
of  Thomas  Roberts,  a  native  of  Cornwall,  England, 
where  he  was  born  in  1840.  He  was  a  son  of 
Thomas  and  Jennie  (Mayer)  Roberts,  and  his  father 
was  Superintendent  of  a  railroad.  Both  parents 
died  in  the  mother  country,  the  father  in  Novem- 
ber, 1890,  when  more  than  ninety  years  old.  Mr. 
Roberts  was  in   the  employ  of  the  railroad   com- 
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pany  until  1862,  when  he  came  to  this  State,  mak- 
ing the  voyage  on  the  same  boat  with  Charles  Dyer, 
whose  sketch  is  found  in  this  volume.  After  spend- 
ing some  time  in  New  Jersey  they  came  to  Bellevue, 
and  Mr.  Roberts  found  'employment  at  the  lime 
works  of  Mr.  Holden.  He  worked  there  several 
years.  The  lady  whom  he  afterward  married  had 
built  a  small  kiln  and  was  successfully  quarrying 
and  burning  stone,  and  in  1875  Messrs.  Roberts 
and  Dyer  rented  it.  They  added  to  the  facilities 
for  burning,  building  another  kiln  on  one  hundred 
acres  of  land  owned  by  Mr.  Roberts,  who  finally 
rented  to  Dyer  and  retired  from  the  business. 

A  few  months  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Roberts 
was  run  over  by  a  water  tank  drawn  by  a  traction 
engine  and  so  seriously  injured  that  he  died  after 
ten  weeks  of  intense  suffering.  During  that  time 
he  was  tenderly  cared  for  by  his  wife  who  never 
left  him  except  to  take  the  necessary  refreshment 
or  to  snatch  a  few  moments  of  sleep  when  he  was 
the  easiest.     His  death  occurred  December  5,  1888. 

By  her  first  husband  Mrs.  Roberts  had  five  chil- 
dren— George  Theo,  Louisa,  Silas  R.,  Addie  and 
Addie  V.  The  first-born  died  when  four  months 
old,  Silas  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years  and  Addie 
when  two  years  old;  Louisa  was  educated  in  Belle- 
vue, married  George  Wooley  and  has  three  chil- 
dren living — Onie,  wife  of  Robert  Bishop;  George 
H.  who  is  with  his  grandmother,  and  Lizzie  at  home. 
A  daughter,  Lottie,  is  deceased.  Mr.  Wooley  was 
born  in  New  Jersey  and  before  then  was  living  in 
Sparta,  111.  In  April,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  the 
Twenty-second  Illinois  Infantry,  Company  H,  and 
served  a  year  and  a  half,  during  which  he  took  part 
in  several  battles,  among  them  Belmont,  Mo.  He 
was  transferred  to  Company  F,  First  Battalion, 
Nineteenth  United  States  Infantry  as  private,  later 
"became  Corporal  and  served  until  June,  1864,  when 
he  was  mustered  out  and  honorably  discharged. 
He  came  to  Bellevue  after  the  war  and  belongs  to 
a  Grand  Army  Post  here  and  an  Odd  Fellows 
Lodge.  He  votes  the  Republican  ticket.  The  young- 
est child  of  Mrs.  Roberts,  Addie  V.,  lives  in  Belle- 
vue Township,  she  having  married  B.  Gage. 

Mrs.  Roberts  has  become  independent,  financially 
speaking,  by  her  good  management  and  she  dispen- 
ses her  means  with  a  liberal  hand,  bestowing  upon 


charitable  institutions  and  all  worthy  public  enter- 
prises. She  belongs  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  is  an  humble,  earnest  Christian.  She  is 
a  believer  in  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party 
which  was  supported  by  her  husband. 


y^v  HARLES  P.  RICE  is  numbered  among  the 
(l(  pioneers  of  Eaton  County,  having  taken  up 

^^^  his  residence  here  in  1836.  The  county  was 
at  that  time  wild  and  unsettled  and  the  brightest 
dreams  of  the  pioneers  failed  to  reach  the  realiza- 
tions of  to-day.  Mr.  Rice  made  Hamlin  Township 
his  choice,  and  in  1839  located  a  tract  of  land  which 
he  opened  up  and  reclaimed  from  its  primitive  con- 
dition, making  it  valuable  and  attractive.  He  came 
to  the  county  a  poor  man,  but  by  close  attention  to 
the  affairs  he  had  in  hand  and  unflagging  zeal  he 
secured  a  competence  and  became  classed  among 
the  well-to-do  farmers  of  the  township.  He  was  a 
native  of  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  having  been  born 
there  May  31,  1814,  to  Freeman  and  Sally  (Hobart) 
Rice.  When  quite  young  he  took  up  his  residence 
in  Ohio,  whence  he  came  to  this  State  at  the  time 
before  mentioned. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Rice  and  Miss  Rebecca  Roy- 
ston  was  solemnized  at  the  bride's  home  in  Eaton 
County,  in  1848.  Mrs.  Rice  was  born  in  New  York, 
and  is  one  of  a  family  of  eleven  children  born  to 
Eli  and  Betsey  (Pratt)  Royston,  who  settled  here 
in  1846.  Two  members  of  the  family  died  in 
infancy,  and  the  others  who  grew  to  mature  years 
are,  John,  a  veteran  of  the  late  war,  now  living  in 
the  northern  part  of  the  State;  George,  who  lives 
in  Eaton  township;  Amanda,  widow  of  Jackson 
Milburn;  Amelia,  wife  of  William  Madison,  a  resi- 
dent of  Nebraska;  Thomas  who  died  in  Eaton 
County;  Marion,  who  married  William  Boody  and 
4ied  in  Eaton  County  in  the  spring  of  1890; 
Alzina,  wife  of  Benoni  Booth,  who  passed  away  the 
same  spring;  and  Cornelius,  who  lives  in  Eaton 
County. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Rice  was  born  in  England 
and  emigrated  to  the  United  States  when  a  young 
man.     He  located  in  Vermont,  where  for  some  time 
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he  worked  by  the  day  or  month  at  any  honest  em- 
ployment he  could  find.  In  1846  he  brought  his 
family  to  this  State,  took  up  eighty  acres  of  land  in 
Eaton  Township  and  county  and  made  a  home  of 
comfort  and  good  cheer.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  his  honesty  and 
integrity  were  unquestioned.  He  died  many  years 
ago  and  his  good  wife  passed  away  in  1881.  Their 
daughter,  Mrs.  Rice  still  lives  on  the  homestead 
left  her  by  her  husband,  where  she  has  the  com- 
panionship of  her  youngest  child,  a  daughter, 
Annie.  Her  first-born,  a  son,  Almeron,  lives  within 
the  limits  of  the  county,  and  a  daughter,  Stella,  is 
the  wife  of  John  Randall,  of  Hamlin  Township. 
Her  second  child,  Frank,  died  at  the  age  of  twenty 
seven  years. 

Mr.  Rice  gave  his  first  political  adherence  to  the 
principles  of  the  Whig  party  and  after  that  organ- 
ization fell  to  pieces  he  became  a  Republican.  He 
was  never  a  politician,  contenting  himself  with  a 
private  understanding  of  party  principles  and  a 
quiet  use  of  the  elective  franchise.  He  was  a  con- 
sistent Christian,  holding  membership  in  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  and  was  held  in  high  esteem 
by  his  fellow-citizens  who  duly  appreciated  the 
services  he  had  rendered  the  section  by  his  careful 
and  conscientious  life.  He  passed  from  earth  July 
28,  1887. 


eHARLES  M.  PUTNAM.  Attention,  method 
and  industry  are  the  foundation  stones  of 
success  in  business.  To  those  who  labor 
faithfully  success  almost  invariably  comes.  The 
career  of  Mr.  Putnam  viewed  from  a  business  and 
socinl  standpoint  is  worthy  of  record  in  a  volume 
containing  biographical  reviews  of  prominent  citi- 
zens of  Barry  County.  Integrity  of  word  and  deed 
has  been  the  corner-stone  of  all  his  business  trans- 
actions, and  during  his  residence  in  Nashville,  he 
has  made  many  warm  friends  throughout  the  county 
and  State. 

A  native  of  Bridgewater,  Williams  County,  Ohio, 
Mr.  Putnam  was  born  December  25,  1846.  His 
father,  Miles  Putnam,  was  a  native  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  born  in  October  1797.  His  father,  grand- 


father of  our  subject,  was  a  descendant  of  Israel 
Putnam,  of  Revolutionaty  fame.     Miles  Putnam 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  removed  to  Wor- 
cester, Mass.,  when  a  young  man.    He  drove  a  stage 
there  for  several  years  and  afterward  engaged  for 
some  time  in  the  grocery  business  near  the  locks, 
in  Lockport,  N.  Y.,  whence  he  removed  to  Williams 
County,  Ohio,  in  1835.     He   was  one  of  the  first 
settlers  in  that  county,  there  being  only  four  fami- 
lies  located  there   upon  his  entry.     Indians  were 
numerous  and  our  subject  used  to  trade  with  them. 
He  has  in  those   early  days  driven   an  ox-team  to 
Adrian,  Mich.,  sixty  miles  distant,  to  mill,  the  road 
lying   almost  entirely   through  the  woods.     Upon 
arriving  in  that  county  he  entered  eighty  acres  of 
land  from  the  Government,    which   he    improved 
and    continued   to  live   upon    until   his    death,  in 
September,  1862.     Politically  he  affiliated  with  the 
Democratic  part}r. 

Miles  Putnam,  the  father  of  our  subject,  married 
Mary  A.  Eddy,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  and  so  far 
as  is  known,  was  born  in  1799.  Her  death  occurred 
September  13,  1863.  The  parental  family  num- 
bered eight  children:  Caroline  C,  Mrs.  Osborne; 
Jennie  E.,  Mrs.  Corbet;  Emily  M.,  Mrs.  Palmer; 
Lyman  S. ;  Sarah,  deceased;  Mary  I.;  Adelaide  C., 
Mrs.  Stocking;  and  Charles  M. 

The   gentleman    of    whom    we    write    was    the 
recipient   of    but    limited    schooling,    as  he  lived 
in  the  country,  had  to  walk  to  school,  and  had  many 
home    duties  to   perform  even   in   early    boyhood 
when   the   usual   chores  of  a  farmer's  home  fell  to 
his  lot.    The  schoolhouse  of  his  boyhood  was  a  log 
one,  having  slab  benches  with  pin  legs  and  all  the 
primitive  surroundings  of  that  day.     Charles  Put- 
nam remained  on  the  farm  until  nineteen  years  old, 
when  he  came  to  Nashville  in  October,  1865.    This 
now  flourishing  place  was  then  a  hamlet  containing 
but  one  store — a  dry-goods  and   grocery.     Upon 
his   arrival   here  our  subject   teamed   the  first  six 
months  and  then  worked  at  whatever  he  could  find 
to  do  for  the  same  length  of  time.     At  the  expira- 
tion of  this  time  he  entered  into  partnership  with 
George  W.  Francis  in  the  dry-goods  and  grocery 
business,  the  firm   name  being  Francis  &  Putnam. 
The  connection  continued  for  one  year  when  our 
subject  sold  his  interest  in  the  store  and   erected 
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the  present  two-story  frame  store  building,  aiding 
considerably  in  the  work  of  its  construction  him- 
self. After  this  for  a  year  and  a  half  he  did  odd 
jobs  and  then  engaged  to  work  on  a  section  on 
the  Grand  River  Railroad  for  six  months.  Feeling 
assured  that  he  would  make  a  success  in  the  mer- 
cantile world,  he  went  to  Detroit  and  purchased  a 
stock  of  hardware,  in  which  business  he  is  still  en- 
gaged. He  is  also  financially  interested  in  the 
manufacture  of  the  Barker  Automatic  Scale  and 
Register  Company  and  does  a  considerable  busi- 
ness at  money-loaning. 

The  estimable  woman  who  has  shared  Mr.  Put- 
nam's cares  and  successes,  his  joy3  and  sorrows, 
became  his  wife  November  1,  1869,  prior  to  which 
time  she  was  known  as  Miss  Agnes  Smith.  She 
was  born  in  Vermont,  January  5,  1841.  They 
became  the  parents  of  two  children — twins — both 
of  whom  died  in  infancy.  The  present  fine  brick 
residence  of  our  subject  was  erected  in  the  winter 
of  1884-85,  at  a  cost  of  between  $5,000  and  $6,000. 

Mr.  Putnam  believes  in  the  principles  of  Democ- 
racy and  never  fails  to  support  them  with  his  vote 
when  the  ballot-box  is  open  and  with  his  intelli- 
gent exposition  of  them  at  all  times.  He  has  served 
his  fellow-townsmen  on  the  School  Board  for  sev- 
eral terms.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
order,  at  Nashville,  and  has  been  Master  of  Lodge 
No.  255,  for  the  past  three  years.  Unremitting 
labor,  genial  manners,  and  courteous  dealings  with 
all  soon  brought  popularity  to  this  enterprising 
merchant  who  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  promi- 
nent business  men  of  Nashville. 

ffi*  ORACE  D.  HULL,  M.  D.,  is  generally  con- 
lf)j)  ceded  to  be  the  leading  medical  practitioner 
ub%7  of  Bellevue,  Eaton  County.  His  calls  ex- 
(j|g)  tend  over  a  radius  of  twelve  miles,  includ- 
ing portions  of  Barry,  Calhoun  and  Eaton  Counties 
and  the  success  he  meets  with  is  constantly  adding  to 
his  reputation.  Busy  as  he  is  he  finds  time  to  over- 
see the  operations  on  a  forty-acre  farm  adjoining 
the  corporation,  where  he  raises  some  fine  horses, 
fifteen  to  twenty  being  generally  found  there.     He 


comes  of  the  old  New  England  stock,  as  would 
readily  be  decided  by  one  who  notes  his  thrifty 
.ways,  cautious  and  studious  manner  of  dealing  with 
professional  cases,  and  attachment  to  his  family. 

Philo  Hull,  grandfather  of  the  Doctor,  was  a 
Connecticut  farmer  and  went  from  that  State  to 
New  York  and  subsequently  removed  to  Canada, 
where  he  died.  His  son,  David,  was  born  in  Con- 
necticut, but  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life  in 
New  York,  his  death  taking  place  at  Newark,  Wayne 
County.  He  had  been  in  the  mercantile  business 
and  had  built  and  operated  mills  in  that  county,  as 
well  as  in  Caj^uga  and  Ontario.  He  was  a  Sergeant 
in  the  War  of  1812.  His  wife,  Elizabeth  Bennett, 
was  born  in  Columbia  County,  N.  Y.,  and  during 
her  last  years  lived  with  our  subject,  at  her  death 
having  reached  the  venerable  age  of  ninety-two 
years.  She  was  long  a  member  of  the  Christian 
Church  and  true  piety  characterized  her  life.  Her 
father,  Joshua  Bennett,  was  a  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier. 

The  }^oungest  child  of  David  and  Elizabeth  Hull 
is  Horace,  who  was  born  in  Scipio,  Cayuga  County, 
N.  Y.,  January  22,  1840.  He  had  but  limited 
school  advantages  as  his  father  was  stricken  by 
paralysis  when  he  was  about  fourteen,  and  Horace 
was  obliged  to  take  his  place  as  the  head  of  the  family. 
He  studied  whenever  he  could  find  time  to  do  so, 
working  at  various  occupations  and  finally  taking 
up  medicine  under  Dr.  W.  F.  Eddington  of  Geneva. 
When  twenty  years  old  he  entered  the  Hobart  Med- 
ical College,  where  he  remained  two  years.  He 
then  began  to  practice  in  this  vicinity,  but  not 
liking  the  practice  of  medicine  he  took  up  den- 
tal surgery  at  which  he  worked  some  ten  years,  but 
continued  the  study  of  medicine  in  the  homce- 
pathic  school. 

In  1870  Dr.  Hull  located  in  Bellevue,  whence  he 
went  to  Chicago  in  1877,  to  enter  Hahnemann  Med- 
ical College.  There  he  studied  earnestly  until  his 
graduation  in  1880  with  the  honors  of  his  class, 
when  he  immediately  returned  to  Bellevue  and  re- 
sumed the  practice  of  his  chosen  profession.  He 
is  very  careful  in  diagnosing  diseases,  studiously 
notes  the  changes  in  symptoms  and  considers  well 
what  remedial  agencies  to  employ.  Upon  this 
depends  his  success  and  none  will  say  that  his  rep- 
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utation  is  undeserved.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  belonging  to  Blue  Lodge  Chap- 
ter and  Commandeiy,  the  last  named  in  Marshall, 
also  the  Knights  of  Pythias.^  He  is  Medical  Ex- 
aminer for  insurance  companies  and  belongs  to  the 
Chicago  Medical  Society.  Politically  he  is  inde- 
pendent, reserving  to  himself  the  right  to  vote  for 
whatever  principle  he  thinks  the  important  one,  and 
whatever  man  he  believes  best  fitted  to  carry  out 
the  will  of  the  people.  His  nature  is  a  jovial  one, 
and  his  studiousness  and  deep  interest  in  his  pro- 
fession do  not  prevent  him  from  enjoying  life  and 
taking  pleasure  in  social  affairs. 

ffi  OHN  W.  MEAD,  one  of  the  large  landown- 
ers of  Barry  County,  has  long  held  a  promi- 
nent place  among  the  farmers  and  stock- 
raisers  of  Rutland  Township.  His  home 
consists  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  on  sec- 
tion 18,  which  he  reclaimed  from  the  primitive 
condition  of  forest  wildness  and  made  habitable 
and  attractive.  He  also  owns  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  on  section  8,  that  he  has  partially 
cleared,  and  forty  acres  on  section  21.  In  begin- 
ning his  career  he  had  no  financial  backing  but  was 
obliged  to  depend  entirely  upon  his  natural  abili- 
ities  and  strength  of  will  and  body.  Right  weli 
has  he  succeeded  in  his  worldly  affairs  and  his 
standing  among  his  fellow-men  is  that  of  a  man  of 
substance  and  genuine  worth. 

The  natal  day  of  Mr.  Mead  was  August  4,  1833, 
and  his  birth  place  Fishkill,  Dutchess  County, 
N.  Y.,  where  his  parents  lived  many  years.  His 
father,  Jacob  Mead,  was  born  in  Connecticut,  on 
the  New  York  boundary,  October  10,  1800,  and 
was  about  six  years  old  when  taken  to  the  Empire 
State.  Thence  he  came  to  Michigan  in  1849.  and 
laying  aside  his  trade  of  wagon-making  he  bought 
eighty  acres  of  land  and  began  its  development. 
At  the  time  of  his  death  he  owned  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  in  Rutland  Township,  all  of  which 
he  had  improved  by  personal  efforts.  His  demise 
occurred  September  30,  1880,  and  his  wife  died 
October   19,  of  the  ensuing  year.     Mr.  Mead  was 


an  active  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  from  his  thirtieth  year.  He  was  the  incum- 
bent of  various  township  offices  and  was  faithful 
to  every  trust  reposed  in  him. 

Grandfather  Mead,  wrhose  given  name  was  David, 
was  of  Trish  lineage  and  born  in  Connecticut.  He 
served  as  Drum  Major  during  the  Revolution.  His 
trade  was  carpentry.  In  political  faith  and  prac- 
tice he  was  a  Democrat  and  in  religion  a  Baptist. 
He  was  twice  married  and  reared  a  large  family. 
The  maternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were 
Elijah  and  Catherine  (Taylor)  Mosier,  and  the 
grandfather  was  a  farmer,  born  in  the  Empire 
State  and  of  English  ancestry.  He  reared  two  sons 
and  six  daughters,  she  who  became  Mrs.  Mead  being 
Rachel,  who  was  born  in  Putnam  County,  N.  Y., 
December  4,  1802.  She  bore  her  husband  eleven 
children,  namely:  Charles  (deceased)  Anna  E., 
Melinda,  Emeline,  John  Wesley,  James  F.,  Daniel 
S.,  Caroline,  Mary  F.,  Sarah  E.,  and  Phebe,  all  of 
whom  are  living  but  the  first-born.  James  and 
Daniel  served  in  the  Union  army,  the  one  in  the 
Eighth  Michigan  Infantry  and  the  other  in  the 
Engineers'  Corps. 

The  early  education  of  Mr.  Mead,  of  whom  this 
biographical  notice  is  written,  was  received  in  the 
common  schools  and  sufficed  only  to  acquaint  him 
with  the  more  practical  branches.  In  his  busy  life 
he  has  had  little  use  for  the  ornamental  and  all  that 
has  been  necessary  to  add  to  his  fundamental  learn- 
ing has  been  secured  by  personal  effort.  He  grew 
to  a  vigorous  manhood  and  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
two  years  began  the  labors  of  life  for  himself  on  a 
farm.  In  1859  he  bought  eighty  acres  of  his  pres- 
ent estate  and  subsequently  increased  his  holding 
there  as  he  wras  prospered  in  his  undertakings.  His 
first  ballot  was  cast  for  James  Buchanan,  but  in 
1864  he  voted  for  Abraham  Lincoln  and  has  since 
remained  a  strong  adherent  of  the  Republican 
party. 

Mr.  Mead  wTas  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Jennie  Williams  December  8,  1871,  and  their  con- 
genial union  has  been  blessed  to  them  by  the  birth 
of  the  following  children:  Charles  W.,  P>a,  Harry, 
Nellie  M.,  James  F.  and  Floyd  S.  Upon  this  bright 
group  not  love  alone,  but  watchful  care  and  close 
sympathy  is  bestowed  and  all  that  the  parents  can 
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do  to  fit  them  for  useful  and  honorable  careers  is 
being  done.  In  the  social  circles  of  the  vicinity  of 
their  home  the  parents  have  an  honored  place,  and 
the  young  people  of  the  family  enjoy  a  equally 
enviable  position  in  society. 

Mrs. -Mead  is  a  daughter  of  Francis  L.  and  Mary 
(Brown)  Williams,  natives  of  Oneida  County,  N.  Y. 
and  the  father  a  tanner  by  trade.  In  1884  the  good 
couple  came  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Hastings. 
Mr.  Williams  is  a  Republican  and  his  religious 
belief  is  that  held  by  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  while  his  wife  is  a  Quakeress.  The  ances- 
tors of  Mr.  Williams  were  Dutch  and  the  patro- 
nymic is  supposed  to  have  been  Van  Devar;  his 
father  bore  the  cognomen  of  John  Williams,  but  the 
name  was  not  that  which  was  his  by  inheritance. 

The  reader  will  be  pleased  to  notice  elsewhere  in 
this  volume  lithographic  portraits  of  Mr.  Mead 
and  his  estimable  wife,  and  also  a  view  of  their 
pleasant  home. 


eHANCEY  S.  MALTBY.  A  well-cultivated 
farm  of  eighty  acres  in  Oneida  Township 
is  the  home  of  the  gentleman  above  named, 
who  has  resided  here  since  February,  1865.  He 
has  been  an  active  factor  in  developing  the  agri- 
cultural sources  of  Eaton  County  and  as  a  loyal, 
industrious  and  law-abiding  citizen  has  good  stand- 
ing among  his  fellow-men.  He  is  a  native  of  the 
Empire  State,  having  been  born  in  Oswego  County 
October  10,  1834,  to  Timothy  and  Beulah  (Har- 
mon) Maltby.  His  father  was  a  farmer  and  to  the 
same  occupation  the  son  was  reared,  and  to  it  he 
has  devoted  himself  during  the  greater  part  of 
his  life.  The  senior  Mr.  Maltby  was  a  soldier  in 
the  War  of  1812,  and  in  his  later  years  received  a 
pension  on  account  of  his  services. 

In  his  native  State  Mr.  Maltby  remained  until 
1857  when,  with  his  family,  he  came  to  Eaton 
County.  Here  he  labored  and  enjoyed  the  fruits 
of  his  honest  toil  until  the  cries  of  the  nation 
caused  him  to  lay  aside  his  farm  implements  and 
take  up  arms  in  her  defense.  In  October,  1861, 
he  bade  his  wife  and  child  good-bye  and  left  for 


the  front  as  a  private  in  Company  B,  Second 
Michigan  Sharp  shooters  (Berdan's).  A  few  months 
were  spent  in  Washington  under  instruction  from 
the  officers  of  the  regular  army  and  in  the  dis- 
charge of  such  duties  as  raw  recruits  were  con- 
sidered fitted  for.  In  the  summer  of  1862  the 
regiment  saw  service  at  various  places,  among 
them  Bull  Run,  where  they  took  part  in  the  sec- 
ond battle.  There  Mr.  Maltby  was  detailed  to 
carry  off  the  wounded,  which  is  one  of  the  most 
unpleasant  duties  of  a  soldier,  and  which  position 
he  filled  but  one  evening,  after  which  he  resumed 
his  place  in  the  ranks.  At  Fredericksburg  he  was 
again  detailed,  having  charge  of  a  squad  and  two 
stretchers. 

Mr.  Maltby  describes  the  artillery  fighting  at 
Fredericksburg  as  the  grandest  sight  he  ever  wit- 
nessed. It  began  at  twilight,  and  from  his  posi- 
tion made  so  deep  an  impression  that  he  remained 
gazing  until  his  companions  had  left  him,  and  he 
only  awoke  to  a  realization  of  his  danger  when  the 
enemy  opened  fire  from  a  battery  but  a  short  dis- 
tance away.  He  had  a  narrow  escape  at  that 
time,  but  was  amply  repaid  for  the  danger  by  the 
grandeur  of  the  picture  impressed  upon  his  mem- 
ory. He  had  but  little  to  do  with  heavy  fight- 
ing, being  occupied  as  a  skirmisher  and  in  caring 
for  the  wounded  principally  until  1863,  when  he 
was  detailed  at  Finley  Hospital,  Washington,  and 
placed  in  the  cooking  department.  He  was  finally 
given  charge  and  retained  there,  as  his  value  to 
the  cause  was  as  great  in  the  hospital  as  on  the 
field,  although  he  earnestly  desired  to  go  to  the 
front.  In  October,  1864,  he  was  discharged  on  the 
expiration  of  his  term  of  service  and  resumed  the 
duties  of  civil  life. 

June  14,  1854,  was  the  date  of  the  marriage  of 
Mr.  Maltby  and  Miss  Mary  J.  Crouch,  a  daughter 
of  Elijah  and  Eliza  (Frizell)  Crouch,  of  Jefferson 
County,  N.  Y.  The  children  born  of  this  union 
are  six  in  number,  all  living  but  May,  who  died 
in  childhood.  Lizzie  received  a  good  education 
and  when  fifteen  years  old  began  teaching,  a 
a  profession  in  which  she  has  been  engaged  at 
intervals  up  to  the  present  time,  and  in  which  she 
has  been  very  successful,  giving  universal  satis- 
faction wherever  employed  and  commanding  the 
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best  of  wages.  Ada  M.,  the  third  child,  is  now 
the  wife  of  E.  W.  Lamerson;  Frank  E.  was  gradu- 
ated at  Grand  Ledge  in  the  class  of  '90,  and  is 
now  attending  Parson's  Business  College  at  Kala- 
mazoo; Ray  and  Tressie  are  attending  the  district 
school. 

Notwithstanding  some  financial  misfortunes  and 
ill-health,  Mr.  Maltby  has  succeeded  in  giving  his 
children  good  opportunities  to  advance  themselves 
in  literature  and  music,  he  had  been  living  at  his 
present  location  but  two  years  when  his  residence, 
with  nearly  all  its  contents,  was  destroyed  by  fire. 
He  had  no  insurance,  but  his  neighbors  proved 
friends  indeed,  and  their  kindness  will  never  be 
forgotten  and  can  never  be  repaid  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Maltby.  Our  subject  is  a  member  of  Earl  Halbert 
Post,  No.  108,  G.  A.  R,,  at  Grand  Ledge. 


p^RANK  T.  HILBERT,  banker  of  Woodland, 
il^gj)  Bany  County,  and  one  of  the  leading  busi- 
/§\>  ness  men  of  that  place,  was  born  in  Jack- 
sun,  Mich.,  April  30,  1856,  and  is  the  only  child  of 
Lawrence  and  Rosanna  (Hofer)  Hilbert.  The  fam- 
ily is  of  German  origin.  The  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  Herman  Hilbert,  was  born  in  Germany,  and 
served  as  a  soldier  in  the  Russian  War  until  thirty 
years  of  age,  after  which  he  devoted  his  time  and 
attention  to  farming.  His  death  occurred  in  his 
native  land  in  his  eighty-eighth  year.  He  married 
Catherine  Neshold,  who  was  born  in  Germany  and 
they  became  parents  of  nine  children,  four  of  whom 
came  to  America,  namely:  Joseph  A.,  Wendline, 
Sebastian  and  Lawrence.  The  mother  who  was  a 
member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy- five  years. 

Lawrence  Hilbert  was  born  in  Dittware,  Ger- 
many, August  10,  1831,  and  in  his  youth  learned 
the  trade  of  a  cigarmaker.  He  resolved  to  try  his 
fortune  in  America  and  in  1853,  when  twenty-two 
years  of  age,  crossed  the  Atlantic.  After  several 
years  spent  in  New  York  City^  as  an  employe  in 
cigar  manufactory,  he  came  to  Michigan,  working 
for  two  and  one-half  years  in  Jackson,  and  then 
two  years  in  Battle  Creek.     He  has  been  a  resident 


of  Woodland  since  1860,  at  which  time  he  opened  a 
general  merchandise  establishment,  it  being  the 
second.store  in  the  place.  That  business  he  car- 
ried on  more  or  less  continuously  for  over  twenty 
years.  No  man  has  done  more  for  the  upbuilding 
and  prosperity  of  the  village  than  Mr.  Hilbert  and 
he  is  now  enjoying  a  well-earned  rest,  living  a  re- 
tired life,  the  fruits  of  his  former  labor  being  suffi- 
cient to  supply  him  with  all  necessities  and  many 
luxuries.  His  wife,  who  was  born  in  Wittenburg, 
Germany,  June  28,  1833,  is  also  living.  She  came 
to  America  in  1852,  and  their  marriage  was  cele- 
brated December  5,  1854. 

Their  only  child,  our  subject,   has   spent  almost 
his  entire  life  in  Woodland.     He   was  educated  m 
the  village  school  and  received  his  business   train- 
ing in  his  father's  store   which   he    entered   at  the 
age  of  fifteen  years.     Being  employed  as  clerk  until 
he  had  attained  his  majority,  he  then   purchased  a 
half  interest  in  the  business  wrhich  was  carried  on 
under  the  firm  name  of  Hilbert  &  Son,  until  1882, 
when  he  bought  out  his  father,   continuing  alone 
until  1885,  in  which  year  B.  S.  Holly  was  admitted 
to  partnership,    becoming    half   owner.     The  firm 
name  was  then  changed  to  Hilbert  &  Holly  and  the 
connection  continued  until  September  1,  1888,  when 
Mr.  Hilbert  sold  his  interest.      In  1886  he    estab- 
lished the  bank  and  has  succeeded  in  building  up  a 
good  business  in  that  line.  Other  industries  and  in- 
terests have  received  his  support  and  few  men  have 
been  more    intimately  connected  with  the  business 
prosperity  of  Woodland  than  he.  In  1888  he  aided 
in  the  organization  and    became  a  stockholder  in 
the  Woodland  Roller  Mill  Company.    He  also  owns 
several  good  farms  and  the  greater  part  of  the  bus- 
iness blocks  in  this  place  were  erected    by  himself 
and  father. 

A  marriage  ceremony  performed  September  25, 
1885,  united  the  destinies  of  Frank  T.  Hilbert  aud 
Louisa  C.  Baitinger,  a  native  of  this  county,  who 
was  born  November  24,  1856.  They  are  now  par- 
ents of  three  children,  two  sons  and  a  daughter — 
Lawrence  M.,  Bertha  M.  and  Joseph  V.,  and  the 
family  circle  yet  remains  unbroken.  They  have  a 
pleasant  home  in  Woodland  which  is  the  abode  of 
hospitality  and  in  the  social  world  they  rank  high. 
Mr.  Hilbert  is  a  Democrat  in  politics  and  his  wife 
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is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  He  has  held 
a  number  of  offices,  including  that  of  Clerk  and 
Treasurer  of  the  township  and  belongs  to  Wood- 
land Lodge,  No.  304,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  Sagacious 
and  far-sighted,  he  possesses  the  necessary  qualifi- 
cations for  a  successful  business  man  and  has  been 
greatly  prospered  in  his  dealings. 


€ 


IRAM  R.  DICKINSON  whose  sketch  now 
invites  attention,  is  proprietor  of  the  grist 
and  saw  mills  at  Nashville,  Barry  County, 
has  witnessed  many  changes  and  an  im- 
mense amount  of  progress  in  the  county,  and  has 
accumulated  a  considerable  fortune.  Mr.  Dickinson's 
birth  occurred  in  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  December 
13,  1844,  he  being  the  son  of  Henry  W.  Dickinson, 
a  native  of  Westchester  County,  N.  Y.,  who  was 
born  on  the  16th  of  October,  1812.  The  paternal 
grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a  native  of  New  York 
so  far  as  is  known,  and  his  birth  occurred  February 
12,  1778.  He  married  Miss  Eleanor  Whitlow,  Oc- 
tober 7,  1800.  This  lady  was  a  native  of  Cheshire, 
England,  having  been  born  there  July  18,  1784. 
Her  advent  into  this  country  was  made  when  she 
was  fifteen  years  old.  She  bore  her  husband  nine 
children.  The  grandfather  was  a  brickmaker, 
which  occupation  he  followed  on  the  banks  of  the 
Hudson  River.  He  also  bought,  packed  and  shipped 
hay  to  New  York.  He  died  in  1824,  his  wife  sur- 
viving him  until  February  3,  1868. 

Henry  W.  Dickinson,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
followed  the  trade  of  a  ship  carpenter  at  Athens, 
on  the  banks  of  the  Hudson  River,  pursuing  this 
occupation  during  his  early  manhood.  He  later 
settled  on  a  farm  in  Oneida  County,  cultivating 
one  hundred  acres.  Upon  this  he  resided  until 
1877,  at  which  date  he  came  to  Michigan,  living 
with  our  subject  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
November  6,  1889.  In  politics  he  supported 
Democratic  principles.  The  maiden  name  of  our 
subject's  mother  was  Martha  Powell,  and  her  mar- 
riage to  Mr.  Dickinson  was  solemnized  February 
10, 1841.  Her  native  State  was  New  York,  and  the 


date  of  her  birth  March  1,  1818.  The  parental, 
family  included  four  children  three  of  whom  grew 
to  maturity,  viz:  Ellen,  Mrs.  Harris;  Martha,  who 
is  deceased;  Hiram  R.;  and  Ada,  Mrs.  Lee.  The 
mother  passed  away  December  12,  1876,  strong  in 
the  faith  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  The  father  of 
Mrs.  Dickinson,  Samuel  T.  Powell,  was  born 
December  23,  1775,  in  Westchester  County,  N.  Y. 
He  was  an  enterprising  and  intelligent  farmer,*suc- 
cessfully  managing  two  hundred  acres  of  land. 
When  a  young  man  he  tried  his  fortunes  for  awhile 
in  Nova  Scotia,  but  soon  came  back  and  located  in 
Greene  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  passed  his  last 
days,  dying  September  14,  1851.  He  belonged  to 
the  religious  sect  known  as  the  Friends.  The  ma- 
ternal grandmother  of  our  subject,  Martha  (Lisk) 
Powell,  was  born  in  Peekskill,  N.  Y.,  September, 
1776,  and  became  the  mother  of  four  children;  she 
was  also  a  Quaker  in  religion  and  died  March  1, 
1833. 

Hiram  R.  Dickinson  of  this  biographical  sketch, 
was  reared  on  a  farm  and  gained  a  sound  practical 
knowledge  of  agricultural  pursuits.  His  common- 
school  education  was  supplemented  by  attendance 
one  winter  at  Whitesborough  Seminary  at  Whites- 
town,  N.  Y.  He  began  doing  for  himself  when 
twenty-two  years  of  age  and  ambitious  to  better 
his  financial  condition  he  determined  to  see  what 
he  could  accomplish  in  the  prosperous  State  of 
Michigan,  coming  hither  in  1866.  Upon  his  loca- 
tion in  Genesee  County,  he  engaged  as  foreman  of 
a  lumber  company  for  some  five  years,  having 
charge  of  the  mills.  He  next  removed  to  Nash- 
ville, and  for  the  succeeding  eighteen  months,  car- 
ried on  a  general  mercantile  business.  He  then 
purchased  an  interest  in  a  sawmill,  and  in  addition 
to  this  carried  on  a  store  in  the  village.  This  latter 
venture  was  with  a  partner,  they  continuing  to- 
gether for  two  years  when  Mr.  Dickinson  disposed 
of  his  interest  and  devoted  his  entire  attention  to 
the  mill.  In  1881  our  subject  together  with  his 
father,  built  the  present  large  gristmill,  this  being 
in  addition  to  the  sawmill  already  mentioned.  In 
1886  the  capacity  of  the  gristmill  was  increased  by 
putting  in  the  new  roller  process.  He  is  a  stock- 
holder in  the  Bell  Novelty  Company  at  Nashville, 
and  has  considerable  realty  here. 
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The  lady  who  became  Mrs.  Hiram  Dickinson 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Ida  Hammond  and  the 
marriage  ceremony  was  celebrated  October  6,  1875. 
Mrs.  Dickinson  was  born  February  3,  1854,  at 
Lapeer,  this  State.  They  have  become  the  parents 
of  three  children,  only  two  of  whom  are  living — 
Harry  and  Hiram.  Nellie  is  deceased.  The  wife 
passed  away  April  28,  1883,  and  our  subject  was  a 
second  time  married,  September  9,  1884,  to  Mrs. 
Alice  (Ailesworth)  Willette,  who  was  born  at  Clar- 
ence, N.  Y.,  October  17,  1852.  She  is  the  mother 
of  one  child  by  her  former  marriage — Kate,  born 
October  14,  1873.  Mrs.  Dickinson  is  a  member  of 
the  Baptist  Church  and  retains  the  stanch  and  de- 
cided principles  of  that  faith.  Our  subject  is 
naturally  inclined  to  politics  but  has  restrained 
himself  from  entering  into  the  political  arena,  with 
the  exception  of  having  held  the  office  of  Trustee 
for  eight  years  on  the  Village  Board,  and  four 
years  on  the  School  Board.  At  the  present  time 
he  is  serving  as  President  of  the  village  of  Nash- 
ville. Socially  Mr.  Dickinson  is  a  member  of  Ivy 
Lodge  No.  37,  K.  of  P.,  at  Nashville.  His  large 
two  story  residence  is  finely  finished  and  furnished 
throughout.  Mr.  Dickinson  is  in  all  respects  a 
sincere,  straightforward  man  of  excellent  habits  and 
a  kind  disposition  and  he  and  his  amiable  wife  stand 
well  in  the  community. 

^j/  ARED  F.  SYKES,  the  veteran  school  teacher 
of  Eaton  County,  has  exerted  an  influence 
that  cannot  be  measured,  as  his  labors  in 
pedagogy  have  extended  over  a  period  of 
thirty-five  years  and  scores  of  young  people  have 
been  led  by  him  into  the  paths  of  wisdom  and 
morality.  A  number  of  those  now  teaching  in  the 
county  received  their  primary  instruction  from  him 
and  he  is  the  source  of  inspiration  for  much  of 
their  work.  Certainly  no  resident  of  the  county 
is  better  deserving  of  representation  in  a  bio- 
graphical album  than  such  an  one,  and  his  many 
friends  will  be  pleased  to  see  here  even  a  brief 
record  of  his  life. 

The  Sykes  family  came  originally  from  Wales, 


and  Rutland  County,  Vt.,  was  the  home  of  the 
grandfather  and  father  of  our  subject,  although 
the  former  was  born  in  Massachusetts.  He  and 
four  brothers  were  in  the  Colonial  army  during 
the  Revolution,  and  he  was  present  at  the  battle  of 
Bennington.  He  performed  the  office  of  cook  for 
Gen.  Washington  several  years.  His  son  Julius, 
father  of  J.  F.,  was  a  farmer  and  stockman,  arid 
after  locating  on  the  Holland  Purchase  in  New 
York,  engaged  in  dairying.  He  bought  and  cleared 
a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres,  in 
what  is  now  Wyoming  County,  and  died  there 
when  eighty-six  years  old.  Inheriting  the  patri- 
otic spirit  of  his  ancestors,  he  engaged  in  the  War 
of  1812.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  His  wife  was  Parthenia  Warner,  a  na- 
tive of  the  same  county  as  himself,  and  a  daughter 
of  Omroy  Warner,  a  Vermont  farmer,  who  was  a 
private  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  army.  Mr. 
Warner  died  in  Wyoming  County,  N.  Y.,  and  so, 
too,  did  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Sykes.  Our  subject  is 
an  own  cousin  of  Gen.  Warner,  of  Ohio,  now  a 
member  of  Congress.  The  paternal  family  con- 
sisted of  six  children,  five  of  whom  are  still  living, 
our  subject  being  the  youngest  and  the  oldest 
being  eighty-two  years  old. 

Jared  F.  Sykes  was  born  in  Genesee,  now  Wyo- 
ming County,  N.  Y.,  January  14,  1817,  and  passed 
his  boyhood  and  youth  on  the  farm,  conning  his 
lessons  in  the  old-fashioned  log  schoolhouse,  and 
in  the  intervals  of  study,  driving  and  riding  oxen 
in  his  work  to  aid  his  father.  He  remained  at 
home  until  nearly  twenty  years  old,  and  then 
bought  his  time  for  $60  and  started  in  life  for  him- 
self. A  sister  was  living  in  Calhoun  County,  this 
State,  and  to  her  home  he  came  in  November, 
1836,  traveling  on  foot  from  Detroit  to  Marshall. 
For  a  few  years  he  worked  on  a  farm  in  that  neigh- 
borhood and  spent  some  time  attending  a  select 
school  in  the  town.  In  1840  he  began  his  profes- 
sional work,  and  from  that  time  until  1875  the 
winters  were  devoted  to  teaching  and  the  summers 
generally  spent  in  farm  work. 

The  winter  of  1841-42  was  spent  by  Mr.  Sykes  in 
New  York  in  his  professional  work,  and  in  the  fall  of 
1842  he  located  in  Bellevue,  where  for  three  years  he 
taught  in  the  village  school.     Besides  the  work  he 
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has  done  in  the  winter  season,  he  has  given  three 
summers  to  teaching.  As  early  as  1845  he  began 
surveying,  and  followed  the  work  whenever  he 
was  called  upon.  In  1858  he  was  elected  County 
Surveyor  and  re-elected  two  years  later,  and  was 
serving  in  that  capacity  when  he  entered  the  Union 
army.  He  feit  himself  called  upon  to  defend  his 
country,  and  although  in  his  forty -fifth  year  he 
enlisted  September  10,  1861,  in  Capt.  Howland's 
Battle  Creek  Engineers.  They  were  mustered  in 
at*St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  attached  to  the  Signal  Ser- 
vice under  Gen.  Fremont,  using  Moore's  system 
and  the  Drummond  light.  The  company  was  mus- 
tered out  and  honorably  discharged  January  8, 
1862,  because  Gen.  Fremont's  successor  wanted 
none  but  West  Point  graduates  in  the  Signal  Ser- 
vice department. 

About  1861  Mr.  Sykes  bought  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  on  section  21,  Bellevue  Township, 
and  building  a  log  house  set  up  his  home  there. 
He  spent  his  summers  improving  the  farm  until 
he  entered  the  service,  and  a  few  months  after  his 
return  from  the  South  located  where  he  is  now  liv- 
ing, on  the  same  section.  Here  he  has  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  acres,  one  hundred  and  thirty  of 
which  is  tillable  land,  the  tract  being  situated  on 
the  banks  of  Battle  Creek  and  also  watered  by 
Peppermint  Brook.  All  the  improvements  the 
place  bears  have  resulted  from  the  labor  of  Mr. 
Sykes,  and  the  buildings  include  everything  that 
is  necessary  for  carrying  on  the  farm  work,  and  a 
comfortable  farm  house,  one-half  mile  from  the 
corporate  limits  of  Bellevue.  An  orchard  and 
groves  were  set  out  long  since  and  now  afford 
luscious  fruit  and  cooling  shade. 

The  cherished  companion  of  Mr.  Sykes  became 
his  wife  in  1844,  the  wedding  ceremony  taking 
place  in  Bellevue.  She  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Elitha  E.  Hughes,  was  born  in  Camillus,  N.  Y., 
December  21,  1826,  and  was  educated  at  Auburn 
Female  Seminary.  For  several  years  she  was 
engaged  in  teaching,  and  even  after  her  marriage 
she  assisted  her  husband  in  his  school  at  Bellevue. 
With  a  mind  well  schooled,  it  has  been  her  con- 
stant aim  to  keep  up  with  the  progress  of  the  age 
in  her  mental  attainments,  and  to  hold  herself  in 
touch  with  all  that  is  best  in  the  present  civiliza- 


tion. Without  neglecting  her  home  or  family, 
for  there  is  her  first  duty  and  joy,  she  has  done 
much  in  aid  of  humanity,  particularly  in  the  line 
of  temperance  work.  She  is  a  charter  member  of 
the  Woman's  Christian  Temperance  Union  at 
Bellevue,  and  one  of  the  most  active  of  its  workers. 
She  is  earnest  in  her  advocacy  of  woman's  suffrage 
and  is  County  and  District  Superintendent  of 
Franchise. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sykes  have  not  escaped  the  sor- 
rows of  mankind,  although  they  have  had  much 
to  rejoice  in.  They  have  buried  two  daughters 
in  the  opening  years  of  a  promising  womanhood, 
Henrietta  having  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
and  Vera  at  seventeen  years.  Their  youngest  child, 
Parthenia,  still  brightens  their  home  with  her  pres- 
ence, and  their  only  son  and  third-born,  J.  Hughes, 
is  agent  and  telegraph  operator  for  the  Atchison, 
Topeka  &  Santa  Fe  Railroad  at  Atherton,  Mo., 
and  was  also  admitted  to  the  bar  some  three  years 
ago;  three  children  died  in  early  childhood. 

Henry  Hughes,  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Sykes,  was 
of  Welsh  descent  and  a  native  of  East  Haven, 
Mass.,  born  July  7,  1751.  He  was  a  coast  trader 
and  was  killed  by  the  capsizing  of  a  boat.  His  son 
Henry,  father  of  Mrs.  Sykes,  was  born  in  1777, 
and  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  near  Syracuse, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  engaged  in  farming.  He  went  out 
as  a  volunteer  in  the  War  of  1812,  just  before  the 
contest  closed,  and  was  Captain  of  a  company.  In 
1840  he  came  to  Michigan,  because  several  of  his 
children  located  here,  and  died  here  December  14, 
1848.  He  was  active  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  His  wife  was  formerly  Hannah  Bowen 
and  was  born  in  Cheshire,  Mass.,  April  2,  1780. 
Her  father,  Elijah  Bowen,  was  also  born  in 
Cheshire,  Mass.,  in  1756,  and  his  father,  Valen- 
tine, was  of  Welsh  descent.  The  maternal  grand- 
mother of  Mrs.  Sykes  was  born  near  Boston  and 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Patty  Cody.  Mrs.  Hughes 
died  in  Bellevue  August  8,  1841.  She  was  the 
mother  of  ten  children — five  bore  the  name  of  Earll 
by  a  former  marriage,  Mrs.  Sykes  being  the  third- 
born.  The  others  yet  living  are :  Rossel  B.  whose 
home  is  at  Big  Rapids;  and  Mrs.  Carrie  C.  Spencer 
of  Eaton  County.  The  deceased  are:  D.  Darwin 
an  early  settler  here,  and  a  prominent  lawyer  of 
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the  State,  who  was  the  attorney  for  the  Michigan 
Central  Railroad,  then  for  the  Grand  Rapids  & 
Indiana,  and  died  at  Grand  Rapids;  and  Amanda, 
wife  of  Dr.  Gage,  who  breathed  her  last  at  Bellevue. 
Mr.  Sykes  had  a  very  strong  feeling  against 
slavery  and  was  one  of  the  four  in  Bellevue 
Township  that  voted  the  first  Abolition  ticket 
placed  before  the  people.  He  was  one  of  the  dele- 
gates that  met  under  the  old  oak  at  Jackson  and 
organized  the  Republican  party,  and  for  years  he 
worked  with  that  political  body,  even  in  the  early 
days  going  on  foot  to  Charlotte  to  attend  county 
conventions.  Having  ardent  sympathy  with  the 
prohibition  movement  and  believing  that  the  liquor 
question  is  the  one  of  the  most  important  in  these 
latter  days,  he  has  been  identified  with  the  Pro- 
hibition party  since  its  organization,  and  has  been 
a  delegate  to  county  and  State  conventions  nearly 
every  year.  He  was  Justice  of  the  Peace  one 
term,  School  Inspector  several  terms  and  School 
Director  for  years.  He  was  Assessor  of  the  School 
Board  when  the  present  High  School  building 
was  put  up  at  Bellevue.  Although  he  has  given  up 
his  work  in  the  schoolroom  he  has  by  no  means 
lost  his  interest  in  the  cause  of  education,  but  is 
ready  at  all  times  with  counsel  and  advice  to 
pupils  or  teachers  who  reach  a  hard  point  in  their 
studies  or  in  the  conduct  of  their  affairs. 
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^}EORGE  A.  PERRY,  of  the  firm  of  Perry 


G 


J  <fo  McGrath,  proprietors   of   the    Charlotte 

^A}<  Tribune,  of  which  he  is  chief  editor,  is 
prominent  in  the  literary,  social  and  political  life 
of  Eaton  County,  and  is  very  active  in  forwarding 
its  interests.  He  is  a  native  of  Michigan,  born  in 
the  town  of  Parma,  Jackson  County,  July  8,  1851. 
He  is  a  son  of  Horace  B.  and  Lodema  M.  (Hicks) 
Perry,  of  whom  a  biography  appears  on  another 
page  of  this  volume. 

Our  subject  was  in  his  ninth  year  when  his  par- 
ents brought  him  to  Eaton  County.  He  received 
his  early  education  from  his  mother,  and  later 
attended  the  district  schools.  He  subsequently 
attended  Albion  and  Olivet  Colleges,  where  be  pur- 


sued excellent  courses  of  study  and  laid  a  solid 
foundation  for  any  profession  he  might  care  to 
enter.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  commenced 
teaching,  provided  with  a  third  grade  certificate. 
He  taught  and  attended  college  alternately,  and 
was  given  a  first  grade  certificate.  He  had  charge 
of  the  school  in  his  home  district  several  terms, 
teaching  the  last  term  in  the  winter  of  1881-82. 

In  the  fall  of  the  latter  year  Mr.  Perry  was 
elected  County  Clerk,  and  removed  to  Charlotte  to 
assume  the  duties  of  his  office.  He  served  in  that 
capacity  four  years,  and  during  that  time  he  was 
appointed  Pension  Attorney,  and  after  the  expira- 
tion of  his  term  as  County  Clerk  he  devoted  his 
time  exclusively  to  the  pension  business  one  year. 
In  December,  1887,  he  entered  upon  his  successful 
career  as  a  journalist,  as  he  then  purchased  the 
Charlotte  Tribune,  and  has  since  rapidly  risen  to 
the  front  ranks  of  his  profession.  The  Tribune,  a 
weekly  paper,  had  been  established  in  the  August 
previous  to  his  purchase,  and  under  his  fine  man- 
agement, with  the  able  assistance  of  his  partner, 
Harry  T.  McGrath,  who  bought  an  interest  in  it 
in  September,  1889,  it  has  become  one  of  the  lead- 
ing papers  in  this  section  of  Michigan,  and  has  the 
largest  circulation  of  any  paper  in  Eaton  County. 
Mr.  Perry  devotes  his  best  energies  to  its  publica- 
tion, and  has  spared  no  pains  to  make  it  a  bright 
and  entertaining  journal,  always  keeping  pace  with 
th,e  times,  and  through  its  columns  he  has  always 
supported  all  plans  that  have  been  devised  for  the 
advancement  of  city  or  county  in  any  direction 
since  he  has^oceupied  the  editor's  chair. 

Mr.  Perry  was  married  September  19,  1876,  to 
Miss  Belle  McArthur,  and  they  have  an  exceed- 
ingly pleasant  home,  where  the  many  friends  that 
our  subject  has  gathered  around  him  in  his  pro- 
fessional life  are  often  the  recipients  of  a  charming 
hospitality  at  the  hands  of  the  gracious,  kindly 
hostess  and  genial,  courteous  host.  Two  children 
complete  their  household  circle,  Georgia  Belle  and 
Grace  A.  Mrs.  Perry  is  a  native  of  Brookfield, 
this  county,  and  a  daughter  of  George  and  Eliza 
McArthur,  natives  of  the  State  of  New  York. 

Our  subject  is  a  man  of  public,  social  and  politi- 
cal prominence.  He  is  well-known  as  a  true  Re- 
publican, who   exerts   a   strong  influence  for  his 
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party.  He  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Gen. 
Grant  in  1872.  His  popularity  among  his  fellow- 
citizens  is  attested  by  the  fact  that  when  he  was 
elected  a  second  time  to  the  office  of  County  Clerk 
he  ran  about  five  hundred  ahead  of  his  ticket.  He 
has  always  been  an  honest  advocate  of  temperance, 
though  not  a  third-party  man.  Mr.  Perry  repre- 
sented Brookfield  Township  five  years  as  a  member 
of  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors.  He  is  Sec- 
retary of  the  Eaton  County  Agricultural  Society, 
and  also  of  the  Eaton  County  Pioneer  Society.  He 
is  likewise  a  member  of  Charlotte  Lodge  No.  120, 
F.  &  A.  M.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Universalist  society,  and  are  influential  in  its  every 
good  work  to  elevate  the  moral  and  religious  status 
of  the  community  and  to  relieve  suffering  and  want 
wherever  found. 


ft]OHN  R.  SHANK,  M.  D.,  the  leading  phy- 
sician in  Kalamo,  has  a  large  practice  which 
extends  over  the  western  part  of  Eaton  and 
the  eastern  part  of  Barry  Counties.  Al- 
though he  has  been  located  here  but  a  short  time 
he  has  become  favorably  known  and  is  rapidly 
making  friends  among  the  people.  He  succeeded 
to  the  practice  of  Dr.  F.  L.  Snell  who  had  long 
been  located  in  Kalamo,  and  he  thus  entere4  upon 
his  work  here  under  favorable  auspices.  Had  not 
his  own  knowledge  of  medical  science  been  found 
to  be  extended  and  his  practical  skill  soon  demon- 
strated, he  would  have  lost  patients,  but  as  it  is  he 
is  gaining  a  stronger  following  month  by  month. 
John  Shank,  grandfather  of  the  Doctor,  was  born 
in  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  and  now  lives  at  The  Ridge, 
Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  and  is  eighty -six  years 
of  age.  His  son  Franklin  was  born  in  that  neigh- 
borhood and  became  an  expert  mechanic,  taking  up 
the  occupation  of  a  contractor  and  builder.  He 
visited  this  State  many  years  ago  and  in  1862  lo- 
cated in  Flint.  The  spring  after  his  arrival  he 
entered  the  Engineers  and  Mechanics  Corps  and 
served  the  Government  two  years  in  Southern 
campaigns.     On  his   return    to  his    home    he  re- 


moved to  Bay  City,  but  after  living  there  two  years 
returned  to  Flint,  which  has  since  been  his  perma- 
nent residence.  He  is  still  actively  engaged  as  a 
contractor  and  is  one  of  those  into  whose  hands  was 
given  the  building  of  the  Institute  for  the  Deaf 
and  Dumb.  He  votes  with  the  Republican  party, 
and  in  matters  of  faith  is  with  the  Universalists, 
while  his  wife  is  identified  with  the  First  Congrega- 
tional Church  in  Flint.  Her  maiden  name  was 
Adelaide  Johnston  and  her  birthplace  Livingston 
County,  N.  Y.,  her  parents  being  Abraham  and 
Mariah  Johnston.  The  family  circle  consists  of 
J.  R.,  of  whom  further  mention  is  made  below; 
Laban  H.,  a  physician  in  Empire,  this  State,  who 
received  his  diploma  at  Ann  Arbor  in  1890;  Guy 
E.,  a  plumber  in  Flint. 

In  Mt.  Morris,  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  Sep- 
tember 20,  1860,  John  R.  Shank  was  born.  He 
was  a  child  of  two  years  when  brought  to  this  State 
and  his  early  days  were  spent  in  Flint,  where  he 
attended  school  and  was  graduated  at  the  age  of 
seventeen.  For  a  short  time  he  was  engaged  in 
clerking,  then  took  up  school  teaching,  regarding 
these  occupations  as  temporary  expedients,  it  being 
his  purpose  to  become  a  doctor.  He  began  read- 
ing medicine  as  soon  as  his  High  School  studies  were 
completed  and  continued  the  course  until  the  fall 
of  1882,  guided  in  his  work  by  Dr.  C.  M.  Putnam, 
the  leading  practitioner  in  Flint.  He  then  entered 
the  medical  department  of  the  University  of  Michi- 
gan, giving  his  attention  to  homoeopathic  methods 
and  principles.  So  well  had  he  been  prepared  for 
the  schools  that  within  three  weeks  he  passed  an 
examination  for  the  second  year's  course,  and  in 
the  spring  of  1884  was  graduated  with  the  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  He  practiced  in  Bay  City 
a  year,  then  opened  fin  office  in  Imiay  City,  Lapeer 
County,  where  he  remained  until  June  22,  1889, 
when  he  made  the  change  to  Kalamo. 

At  the  bride's  home  in  Imlay  City  September  24, 
1890,  the  rites  of  wedlock  were  solemnized  between 
Dr.  Shank  and  Miss  Sadie  C.  Campbell.  This  lady 
was  born  in  Broome  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1870,  and 
is  a  daughter  of  Anson  P.  and  Mary  E.  Campbell, 
who  are  also  natives  of  the  Empire  State.  Thence 
they  came  to  Imlay  in  1871  and  there  Mr.  Camp- 
bell is  established  as  a  dealer  in  general  merchan- 
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dise.  Mrs.  Shank  pursued  her  studies  there  and  at 
Flint,  and  developed  her  intellectual  powers  while 
gaining  grace  of  manner  and  worth  of  character. 
She  is  a  consistent  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church  and  is  a  earnest  and  unassuming  Christian. 
Dr.  Shank  pays  some  attention  to  the  raising  of 
standard-bred  horses,  being  a  great  lover  of  fine 
stock.  He  keeps  his  own  drugs  and  sees  that  his 
remedies  are  first-class  and  properly  compounded. 
He  is  now  Health  Officer  of  Eaton  County  and  was 
formerly  physician  of  the  Union  Life  Insurance 
Compan}'  and  other  similar  societies.  He  was 
elected  Justice  of  the  Peace  but  did  not  qualify  for 
the  office.  He  belongs  to  the  Knight  of  the  Macca- 
bees and  is  a  working  member  of  the  State 
Homoeopathic  Medical  Association.  He  has  given 
considerable  thought  to  political  problems  and  is 
thoroughly  convinced  that  the  Republican  platform 
embodies  the  truest  principles  of  governmental 
polity. 


eHARLES  N.  SNYDER,  M.  D.,  of  Shay- 
town,  one  of  the  leading  physicians  of  Eaton 
County,  located  here  in  1875  and  has  since 
been  constantly  engaged  in  practice.  He  was  born 
in  Chemung,  Chemung  County,  N.  Y.,  May  12, 
1851,  and  is  a  son  of  John  A.  and  Fannie  M.  (Pal- 
mitier)  Snj^der,  the  former  a  native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  the  latter  of  the  Empire  State.  The 
Snyder  family  is  of  German  and  Irish  origin  and 
was  founded  in  America  at  an  early  day.  Henry 
and  Katie  (Cooper)  Snyder,  the  grandparents  of 
our  subject,  were  both  natives  of  Canada  but  re- 
moved to  Chemung  County,  N.  Y.,  where  they 
spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  He  was  a  soldier 
in  the  War  of  1812. 

John  A.  Snyder  has  made  farming  his  life  occu- 
pation. He  married  Miss  Palmitier,  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Martha  (Davenport)  Palmitier,  natives 
of  New  York  and  of  French  and  German  descent. 
They  emigrated  to  Michigan  and  died  in  Johns- 
town, Barry  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Snyder  began 
their  domestic  life  in  Chemung  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
there  they  resided  until  1862,  when  they  also 
traveling  westward  made  a  home  in  Barry  County, 


Mich.  Afterwards,  however,  they  removed  from 
Johnstown  to  Hastings,  Mich.,  where  Mr.  Snyder 
is  still  living  at  the  age  of  seventy -three.  His  wife 
died  in  1865  at  the  age  of  forty  six  years.  She 
was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church  as  is  her 
husband.  In  politics  he  is  a  supporter  of  Repub- 
lican principles. 

The  parehtal  family  numbers  seven  children: 
Henry,  who  is  now  a  practicing  physician  of  Hast- 
ings, Mich.;  Thomas,  deceased;  George  W.,  who  is 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  the  medical  profession 
in  Sebewa,  Ionia  County,  Mich.;  Francis  M.,  a  resi- 
dent farmer  of  Hastings;  Charles  N.;  John  L.,  a 
farmer  and  minister  of  the  United  Brethren  Church, 
living  in  Hastings;  and  James  A.,  an  agricultur- 
alist of  the  town  of  Roxana,  Eaton  County. 

The  first  twelve  years  of  his  life  our  subject 
spent  under  his  father's  roof  in  New  York  and 
then  accompanied  his  parents  to  Michigan  where 
he  completed  his  education  in  the  district 
schools.  He  remained  at  home  until  he  had 
attained  his  majority,  when  he  began  work  for  him- 
self. Not  desiring  to  follow  the  pursuit  to  which 
he  had  been  reared  he  resolved  to  enter  upon  a 
professional  career,  and  to  this  end  began  reading 
medicine  with  his  brother,  Dr.  Henry  Snyder,  of 
Howard  City.  Subsequently  he  was  graduated 
from  the  Eclectic  Medical  College  in  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  and  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  chosen 
profession  in  Shay  town  in  1875.  To  say  that  he 
was  then  in  limited  circumstances  would  be  put- 
ting it  mildly  for  he  had  no  moneyed  capital  what- 
ever. However,  he  was  well  supplied  with  skill 
and  ability  for  his  work  and  from  the  beginning  he 
has  had  a  large  and  lucrative  practice  which  is 
constantly  increasing.  Few,  if  any,  other  phy- 
sicians in  the  county  are  doing  a  better  business, 
which  fact  indicates  that  he  stands  in  the  front 
rank  of  the  medical  practitioners  in  this  commu- 
nity. He  devotes  his  entire  attention  to  the  busi- 
ness, is  a  constant  student  and  has  one  of  the  largest 
medical  libraries  in  the  county,  containing  some 
one  hundred  volumes. 

On  February  26,  1875,  the  Doctor  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Helen  H.  Youngs,  of  Barry 
County,  Mich.  The  bride  was  born  in  Orangeville 
October  7,  1852,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Samuel 
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and  Catherine  (Wheaton)  Youngs,  who  were 
natives  of  New  York.  She  died  after  a  short  mar- 
ried life  of  eight  years  on  November  9,  1883, 
leaving  a  daughter,  Mabel,  who  is  now  ten  years 
of  age.  On  August  16,'  1887,  Dr.  Snyder  and 
Miss  Maggie  Colley  were  married  in  Vermontville, 
where  for  five  years  she  had  been  engaged  in  teach- 
ing. Mrs.  Snyder  is  a  lady  of  culture  and  intelli- 
gence and  since  coming  to  her  new  home  has  made 
many  friends.  She  was  born  in  Woodstock,  Can- 
ada, March  5,  1860,  and  is  a  daughter  of  John  and 
Ann  (Fleming)  Colley,  natives  of  Scotland.  One 
child  graces  their  union,  Charles  N.,  Jr.,  aged  two 
years. 

The  Doctor  is  a  Knight  Templar  Mason,  belong- 
ing to  the  Charlotte  Commandery,  No.  37,  K.  T., 
and  also  holds  membership  with  the  Odd  Fellows 
society  in  Shaytown.  In  politics  he  is  a  most  stal- 
wart Republican,  warmly  advocating  the  party 
principles  and  taking  great  interest  in  political 
affairs  and  the  success  of  Republicanism.  Few 
men  are  better  known  in  Eaton  County  than  Dr. 
Snyder  and  none  are  held  in  higher  regard.  Those 
whom  he  is  called  upon  to  visit  professionally  he 
leaves  his  warm  friends  and  the  esteem  which  is 
accorded  him  is  justly  merited.  In  connection 
with  this  brief  biographical  review  we  present  to 
our  readers  a  lithographic  portrait  of  the  Doctor. 


BENJAMIN  F.  WELLS  is  a  practical  and 
enterprising  farmer  residing  on  section  2 
ffJQ))!1  in  Kalamo  Township,  Eaton  County,  and 
is  the  eldest  in  a  family  of  seven  children. 
His  father,  Ozias,  and  mother,  Mary  (Kennedy) 
Wells  were  natives  of  the  State  of  New  York.  The 
grandfather,  Green  Wells,  died  in  Orleans  County, 
N.  Y.,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-eight  years. 
The  father  was  a  farmer  in  Madison  County,  N.  Y., 
where  he  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  for  some 
years  and  then  removed  to  Princeton,  N.  J.,  where 
he  worked  for  an  uncle  as  overseer  in  the  digging 
of  the  canal.  The  mother  was  born  at  Half  Moon, 
yarato^a  County,  N,  T-  Her  ffttber,  Johp  Kennedy, 


also  engaged  in  farming  in  Madison  County.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  resided  in  New  York  State 
until  1837,  when  she  came  to  Michigan  and  spent 
the  rest  of  her  days  among  her  children  and  died  at 
the  home  of  our  subject,  March  20,  1885,  being  at 
that  time  over  eighty-six  years  old.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
was  the  mother  of  seven  children,  namely:  B.  F.; 
Thurston,  living  at  Yates  Center,  Kan.;  William, 
a  resident  of  Albion  Township,  Calhoun  County, 
Mich.;  Mrs.  Ann  Perry,  a  resident  of  Madison 
County,  N.  Y.  ;Mrs.  Jane  Hummeston,  who  died  at 
Vermontville,  this  county;  Mrs.  Lucinda  Hail, 
residing  at  Chittenango,  Madison  County,  N.  Y., 
and  Mrs.  Nancy  Doolittle,  residing  in  Clarendon, 
Calhoun  County. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Chittenango,  Madison 
County,  N.  Y.,  March  27,  1819,  and  was  reared  on 
a  farm.  He  attended  the  district  school  through 
the  winter  season  and  worked  on  the  home  farm 
during  the  summer.  He  remained  at  home  after 
his  father's  death  and  in  company  with  his  brother 
ran  the  farm.  Two  of  the  brothers  made  their 
home  with  uncles  in  Orleans  County.  The  mother 
finally  sold  her  share  and  came  to  Michigan  in 
1837.  She  purchased  about  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  land,  it  being  just  as  the  Indians 
had  left  it.  Our  subject  was  induced  to  come  to 
Michigan  to  make  a  home  and  came  by  canal  to 
Buffalo,  and  thence  to  Toledo  by  the  steamer,  "New 
England,"  and  by  rail  to  Adrian,  accomplishing  the 
rest  of  the  journey  by  stage.  He  then  engaged  in 
work  for  an  uncle.  The  first  summer  and  fall  he 
built  a  log  house  and  moved  in  to  it  December  8, 
1827.  The  land  surrounding  this  cabin  abounded 
in  deer,  wild  turkeys  and  game  of  all  kinds.  He 
then  began  breaking  ground,  having  brought  a 
plow  from  New  York.  He  used  an  ox-team  that , 
he  purchased  in  Adrian  to  drawr  the  plow.  After 
working  and  clearing  up  this  land  until  1 840,  he 
returned  to  New  York,  and  remained  in  Madison 
County  for  two  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he 
returned  to  Clarendon  Township  and  purchased 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  In  1860  he  traded 
this  tract  of  land  for  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
on  section  2.  This  property  was  but  partly  im- 
proved.    He  moved  his  family  there  by  team  and 
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has  since  steadily  continued  in  the  work  of  improv- 
ing the  estate. 

On  this  farm  the  land  is  all  tillable  with  no  waste 
such  as  swamps  would  occasion.  Over  five  acres 
is  spread  a  fruitful  orchard,  and  each  year  good 
crops  of  grain,  wheat,  etc.  are  raised.  Mr.  Wells 
raises  a  good  grade  of  cattle  and  stock  and  has 
a  fine  flock  of  Merino  sheep.  His  farm  is  situ- 
ated three  miles  from  Vermontville.  In  1874  Mr. 
Wells  erected  a  handsome  brick  house  and  has  since 
built  two  barns,  one  40x70  and  the  other  40x36 
feet  in  dimensions.  Besides  many  natural  springs 
on  this  farm  there  is  a  windmill  and  tank  that 
furnishes  water  for  the  cattle. 

Mr.  Wells  has  been  twice  married,  the  first  time 
to  Miss  Ann  M.  Benham,  in  1838.  Mrs.  Wells 
was  born  in  Hopewell,  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.  Her 
father,  Lewis  Benham,  was  one  of  the  early  settlers 
in  Clarendon  Township,  this  State,  where  he  re- 
sided until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  Albion, 
Mich.,  May  25,  1886.  By  this  marriage  Mr.  Wells 
has  four  children:  Alice,  wife  of  M.  G.  Parker, 
residing  in  Jackson,  this  State;  George  F.,  a  farmer 
in  Roxana  Township,  living  on  a  farm  containing 
forty  acres;  Clark  E.,  married,  residing  at  Vermont- 
ville, and  the  owner  of  a  .farm  of  one  hundred 
acres;  and  Perry  B.,  married  to  Tina  Boyd,  and 
residing  in  Vermontville  on  a  large  and  fertile  farm 
containing  one  hundred  acres.  Our  subject  was  a 
second  time  married  atPeterboro,  Madison  County, 
N.  Y.,  March  26,  1857,  to  Miss  Melissa  R.  Hamil- 
ton. Mrs.  Wells  was  born  in  Nelson,  Madison 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  is  the  daughter  of  John  Ham- 
ilton, a  farmer  of  that  county.  She  is  the  mother 
of  two  children — Clinton  K.  and  Clayton  H.,  twins, 
the  first  residing  at  home  and  the  second  in  Chau- 
tauqua County,  Kan.,  where  he  is  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits. 

Mr.  Wells,  the  gentleman  of  whom  we  write,  has 
filled  many  prominent  positions  in  the  county, 
holding  the  office  of  Commissioner  of  Highways 
for  fifteen  years,  Justice  of  the  Peace  twelve  years, 
Supervisor  five  years,  and  School  Director  and 
Path  master  for  several  years.  He  has  also  served 
on  different  committees  in  county  work.  Socially, 
he  is  connected  with  some  of  the  prominent  orders, 
holding  high  positions  in  each.     He  is  member  of 


the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  at  Vermontville,  the 
Royal  Arch  Masons  at  Charlotte,  and  the  Knights 
Templar  at  the  same  place.  In  politics  Mr.  Weils 
votes  the  Republican  ticket  and  in  1854  served  as 
a  delegate  to  one  of  the  conventions.  Three  of  his 
sons  are  members  of  the  two  Masonic  orders  to 
which  the  father  belongs.  Mrs.  Wells  is  one  of 
the  consistent  working  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Wells  is  unusually  well 
informed,  and  his  public  spirit  and  enterprise  cor- 
respond with  his  intelligence.  He  has  always  labored 
earnestly  to  promote  the  cause  of  education  and  to 
advance  the  agricultural  interests  of  his  township. 
His  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  is  one  of 
the  finest  in  the  township,  and  his  home  is  supplied 
with  all  the  comforts  of  life  and  made  cheerful  and 
attractive  by  the  good  taste  of  himself  and  his  esti- 
mable wife.  His  social  qualities  are  such  as  to 
render  him  extremely  popular,  especially  among 
his  brother  Masons  and  he  is  looked  upon  as  a  man 
whose  future  promises  to  be  very  useful. 


•mi 


~E3&" 


~^£ 


W  EROY  F.  WEAVER,  M.  D.  Among  the 
II  riS)  numerous  and  varied  professions  in"  which 
tf=«}  rcen  may  rise  to  eminence,  there  is  not  one 
known  to  the  civilized  world  that  claims  a  higher 
place  in  the  esteem  of  all,  than  does  the  "art  of 
healing.,,  Since  the  time  of  Esculapius  down  to 
the  present  date  there  has  never  been  a  class  of 
men  that  demanded  or  received  more  faith  or  re- 
spectful treatment  than  the  physician.  It  is  his 
presence  that  seems  to  brighten  the  sick  one:  he  is 
generally  conceded  to  be  the  family  friend,  and  it  U 
to  him  that  troubles  of  every  nature  may  be  safely 
confided.  It  is  predicted  that  no  one  will  more 
fully  prove  the  truth  of  the  above  assertion  than 
Dr.  Weaver,  who  is  establishing  a  good  practice. 

Our  subject's  birth  occurred  in  Benton  Town- 
ship, Eaton  County,  Mich.,  August  24,  1862,  and 
he  is  the  son  of  Fred  Weaver,  a  native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, born  there  in  the  year  1827.  His  father, 
Abram  Weaver,  was  also  a  native  of  the  Keystone 
State.  His  great-grandfather  was  born  in  Holland, 
and  came  to  America  prior  to  the  War  of  the  Rev- 
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olution.  He  was  a  tanner  by  trade  and  died  in 
Pennsylvania.  Abram  Weaver  was  an  extensive 
farmer  in  his  day,  and  in  1850  came  to  Michigan 
settling  in  Eaton  County,  where  he  purchased  two 
hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  which  he  oper- 
ated, leading  a  retired  life,  however,  ten  years  be- 
fore his  death,  which  occurred  in  Charlotte  in  1878, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years.  In  politics  he 
adhered  strictly  to  Democratic  principles. 

The  father  of  Dr.  Weaver  is  now  carrying  on 
mixed  husbandry  on  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
of  land  in  Eaton  County.  The  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject was  known  in  her  girlhood  as  Miss  Margaret 
Betts.  She  was  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  is  still  liv- 
ing; she  is  a  woman  of  many  virtues,  and  a  mem- 
ber in  good  standing  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  a  farm  until  fourteen 
3'ears  of  age,  in  the  meantime  attending  the  dis- 
trict schools.  At  the  age  above  mentioned  he 
began  his  studies  in  the  Charlotte  High  School, 
continuing  the  same  for  a  twelvemonth,  and  then 
entered  the  Olivet  College  at  Olivet,  Mich.,  for  two 
years  following.  He  subsequently  began  his  medi- 
cal studies  in  the  Michigan  College  of  Medicine  at 
Detroit,  where  he  spent  three  and  one-half  years. 
About  this  time  the  two  colleges  were  united  and 
Dr.  Weaver  attended  the  new  institution  for  six 
months,  receiving  his  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medi- 
cine March  3,  1884. 

After  his  graduation  Dr.  Weaver  located  at  Sick- 
els,  Gratiot  County,  continuing  to  practice  there 
for  four  years.  While  residing  there  he  won  for 
his  wife  Miss  Hettie  E.  Sickels,  and  they  were  mar- 
ried October  20,  1885.  Mrs.  Weaver  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Judge  Sickels,  from  whom  the  town  takes  its 
name.  After  twenty  months  of  happy  wedded  life 
Mrs.  Weaver  was  called  hence,  dying  February  24, 
1887.  After  this  sad  event  our  subject,  although 
having  established  a  very  large  practice  in  the  place 
sold  out  his  property  at  a  sacrifice  and  came  to 
Nashville,  where  he  opened  an  office  and  is  enjoy- 
ing a  good  patronage. 

Dr.  Weaver  is  a  devout  and  faithful  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Socially  he  is  a 
Mason,  belonging  to  Lodge  No.  255;  also  Ivy 
Lodge,  No.  37,  K.  of  P.;  and  Nashville  Lodge,  I. 
0.  0.  Ft,  No.  36.     Our  subject  owns  a   beautiful 


residence  costing  over  $2,000,  which  is  located 
on  State  Street.  He  is  honorably  discharging  his 
obligations  as  a  citizen  of  the  great  commonwealth, 
a  member  of  a  learned  profession,  and  a  private 
individual.  The  Doctor  is  a  member  of  the  Michi- 
gan State  Medical  Association,  and  Eaton  and  Barry 
Medical  Association. 


<J|)  ACOB  BAHNEY  owns  and  occupies  one  of 
the  well-regulated  estates,  so  many  of  which 
are  to  be  seen  in  Eaton  County.  It  consists 
of  ninety  acres  in  Hamlin  Township,  and 
has  been  the  home  of  Mr.  Bahney  since  the  spring 
of  1867.  The  owner  has  a  personal  knowledge  of 
changes  that  h&ve  taken  place  in  the  Northwest,  not 
only  in  the  State  of  Michigan  but  in  countries 
farther  toward  the  setting  sun  and  his  recital  of  his 
own  experiences  and  description  of  scenes  he  has 
witnessed,  adds  to  his  interest  as  a  companion.  He 
has  made  two  trips  to  California,  on  the  first  occa- 
sion being  one  hundred  and  ten  days  in  crossing 
the  plains  and  on  the  second  being  en  route  but 
nine  days — a  difference  that  could  scarcely  have 
been  dreamed  of  forty  years  ago. 

Jacob  Bahney,  paternal  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  a  Pennsylvanian  and  from  his  native  State 
went  to  Ohio  during  the  early  settlement  of  the 
latter  and  there  his  son  John  was  born  and  reared. 
That  gentleman  married  Sarah  Neff.  and  reared 
the  following  children,  named  respectively:  John, 
Jacob,  Henry,  William,  George,  Sarah,  Anna,  Polly, 
and  Maria.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bahney  were  members 
of  the  Lutheran  Church  and  carefully  trained  their 
sons  and  daughters  in  the  principles  of  right  living. 
Mr.  Bahney  died  in  California  in  1856. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  notice  was  born 
October  20,  1817,  in  Stark  County,  Ohio,  and  dur- 
ing his  early  years  conned  his  lessons  in  a  log 
schoolhouse  with  a  shake  roof  and  puncheon  floor. 
In  1850  he  made  his  first  journey  to  California 
where  he  followed  mining  two  years,  then  the 
blacksmith's  trade  three  years.  He  returned  to  his 
former  home  via  the  Isthmus  and  a  few  j^ears  later 
came  to  Michigan.     In  1886  he  made  his  second 
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journey  to  California  and  noted  with  strange  feel- 
ings the  changes  that  had  taken  place  along  that 
part  of  the  route  with  which  he  was  familiar  and 
in  the  great  State  which  was  his  destination. 

During  several  decades  the  joys  and  sorrows  of 
Mr.  Bahney  were  shared  by  a  faithful  wife,  for 
merly  Miss  Susannah  Sheckler,  with  whom  he  was 
united  September  9,  1844.  This  lady  was  born 
January  1,  1822,  and  died  June  2,  1890.  She  was 
capable  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  she  owed  her 
own  family,  was  extremely  charitable  and  by  her 
visits  to  the  sick  and  friendless  shed  sunshine  over 
many  a  path.  She  was  highly  respected  and  her 
death  was  felt  as  a  personal  loss  far  beyond  her 
immediate  family  circle.  She  was  a  sincere  Chris- 
tian and  for  many  years  was  identified  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The  record  of  the 
children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bahney  is  as  fol- 
lows: John  H.,  born  March  15,  1847,  died  in  in- 
fancy and  so  too  did  John  Lewis;  Jacob  Henry, 
born  September  25,  1850,  lived  only  to  youth; 
Gaylord  Alonzo,  born  March  30,  1854,  passed 
away  March  27,  1869;  George  L.  S.,  whose  natal 
day  was  January  17,  1858,  died  in  infancy;  Laura 
Aseneth  was  born  October  25,  1860;  Mary  Cather- 
ine, born  January  28,  1863,  died  September  15, 
1867. 

In  his  early  life  Mr.  Babney  voted  the  Whig 
ticket  and  during  the  '60s  cast  bis  ballot  for  Abra- 
ham Lincoln.  After  having  supported  Republican 
principles  for  some  years  he  decided  that  the  liquor 
question  was  the  all  important  one  and  he  is  now 
a  stanch  Prohibitionist.  He  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for  more  than 
forty  years  and  has  done  his  share  in  supporting  it, 
contributed  liberally  toward  the  upbuilding  of  the 
church  and  earnestly  endeavored  to  live  at  all 
times  in  accordance  with  his  profession. 

■JLLIAM  T.  HURLBURT.  The  life  of  a 
farmer  may  be,  in  a  certain  way,  unevent- 
ful, but  it  is  not  therefore  of  necessity 
devoid  of  opportunity  for  well  doing  in  a  financial, 
moral,  intellectual  or  civil  sense.     On  the  contrary 


it  is  as  replete  with  chances  for  advancement  as  any 
calling  that  can  be  chosen,  and  is  superior  to  many 
in  this  respect.  This  has  been  proved  in  the  life 
of  Mr.  Hurlburt,  who  has  made  a  good  home  for 
himself,  has  reared  his  family  to  honor  and  useful- 
ness, and  gained  a  good  reputation  as  a  man.  lie 
is  one  of  the  farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  Eaton 
County,  pleasantly  located  on  section  22,  Windsor 
Township,  owning  eighty-five  acres  of  land  with 
good  buildings. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Charles  and 
Elizabeth  (Morton)  Hurlburt,  natives  of  Vermont, 
whose  wedded  life  began  in  that  State,  whence  they 
went  to  New  York  in  1844.  Their  first  home  there 
was  in  Allegany  County,  but  they  died  in  Niagara 
County,  where  some  years  had  been  spent.  The 
father  passed  away  in  1854  and  the  mother  in  1874; 
both  belonged  to  the  Christian  Church.  While  in 
his  native  State,  Mr.  Hurlburt  was  commissioned 
Captain  in  the  Light  Horse  Guards.  He  served  in 
the  War  of  1812.  In  politics  he  was  a  Democrat. 
To  him  and  his  wife  there  came  twelve  children, 
all  living  to  be  adults  and  the  following  still  sur- 
viving: Salome,  wife  of  Benjamin  Renolds  of 
Sutton,  Province  of  Quebec;  William  T.,  further 
noticed  below;  Royal  S.,  for  three  years  a  Union 
soldier  and  now  living  in  Niagara  County,  N.  Y. ; 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  Philander  Fair  of  Macomb 
County,  this  State;  Nancy,  wife  of  Alexander 
Thompson,  living  in  Milan,  N.  Y.  A  son,  Orson, 
died  from  disease  contracted  in  the  service  of  his 
country  during  the  Civil  War. 

William  Hurlburt  was  born  in  Allegany 
County,  N.  Y.,  January  8,  1831.  He  pursued  his 
studies  in  the  common  schools  and  then  spent  some 
time  in  Wilson  Collegiate  Institute,  in  Niagara 
County.  He  remained  at  home  until  he  was  of 
age,  then  began  the  battle  of  life  for  himself  and 
in  a  few  }^ears  secured  a  companion  and  helpmate. 
His  marriage  to  Miss  Sarah  A.  Haj^es  was  solem- 
nized in  1852  and  has  brought  comfort  and  happi- 
ness in  its  train.  The  bride  was  born  in  Galway, 
Saratoga  County,  N.  Y.,  May  5,  1835,  and  was  a 
daughter  of  Charles  and  Sarah  (Pettett)  Haj7es, 
natives  of  Connecticut  and  New  York  respectively. 
Besides  Mrs.  Hurlburt,  the  survivors  in  their  fam- 
ily are:     Mrs.  Harriet  Shaw  in  Lockport,  N.  Y.  j 
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Solander,  an  old  soldier  now  living  in  this  State; 
Mrs.  Eliza  Osmer  in  Towanda,  N.  Y.;  Mrs.  Emma 
Crouch,  living  in  N.  Y. 

A  few  years  after  his  marriage,  in  1858,  Mr. 
Hurlburt  decided  to  try  his  fortune  in  this  State 
and  hither  he  came  with  his  family.  He  selected 
Eaton  County  as  the  scene  of  his  labors  and  bought 
land  which  he  has  well  developed.  During  his 
first  years  here  the  country  around  him  was  quite 
wild,  but  each  year  saw  some  change  for  the  better 
and  increased  the  facilities  for  intercourse  with 
other  parts  of  the  world,  and  he  has  witnessed 
many  improvements  in  the  condition  of  affairs.  In 
his  political  ideas  Mr.  Hurlburt  is  a  Democrat  of 
the  Douglas  stamp.  During  the  Civil  War  he 
offered  his  services  to  the  Government  but  was  not 
able  to  pass  the  required  physical  examination,  and 
so  was  rejected.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hurlburt 
belong  to  the  Protestant  Methodist  Church  and  it 
is  ever  their  aim  to  govern  their  lives  by  the  pre- 
cepts of  the  Gospel. 

The  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hurlburt  consists 
of  a  living  son  and  two  deceased.  The  dead  are 
William,  who  died  in  the  flower  of  his  manhood,  at 
the  age  of  twent}r-two  years,  and  Charles,  who 
lived  but  two  short  years.  Fred  S.,  the  surviving 
son,  is  a  minister  of  the  Free  Methodist  Church, 
located  in  Macomb  County,  this  State.  He  gained 
his  diploma  for  higher  studies  from  the  Chautauqua 
Home  College,  and  is  well  grounded  in  scientific 
and  classical  lore.  He  has  been  engaged  in  the 
ministry  fourteen  years,  and  was  at  Elgin,  111.,  one 
year.  He  first  married  Flora  Horton,  who  died 
leaving  a  daughter — Rozella  E. — and  he  subse- 
quently became  the  husband  of  Emma  Wilcox. 


Hf-Mfr~ 


<jf/  ACOB  INZELMAN.  This  gentleman  occu- 
pies a  prominent  station  among  the  farmers 
of  Eaton  County,  with  whose  interests  he  has 
(|(§M/  been  identified  for  more  than  forty  years- 
His  parents,  Casper  and  Angeline  (Wood)  Inzel- 
man,  were  natives  of  Germany  and  were  the  par- 
ents of  five  children,  four  of  whom  left  their  native 
land  and  came  to  America.     Two  of  the  family 


are  now  living,  one  residing  at  Marshall,  and  our 
subject,  a  resident  of  Bellevue  Township.  His 
estate  is  located  on  sections  15  and  22,  and  contains 
one  hundred  and  forty- two  and  one-half  acres. 

Jacob  Inzelman  was  born  April  21,  1819,  in 
Rade,  Hanover,  Germany,  and  was  reared  on  his 
father's  farm  until  twenty  years  of  age.  At  that 
time  he  concluded  to  try  his  fortunes  in  the  new 
country  and  sailed  from  Bremen  in  the  vessel 
'"Isabella"  in  August,  1839.  After  an  uneventful 
voyage  of  fifty- one  days  he  landed  in  New  York 
City,  where  he  remained  for  three  weeks,  and  then 
came  to  Bellevue,  making  the  journey  on  foot  from 
Detroit.  After  a  residence  of%a  year  in  the  county, 
during  which  time  he  hired  out  on  different  farms, 
he  purchased  forty  acres  of  land  on  section  12. 

In  1845  Mr.  Inzelman  removed  to  his  present 
farm,  which  was  but  partly  improved.  On  this 
land  he  built  a  log  house  and  began  clearing  away 
the  timber.  To  aid  in  paying  for  his  farm  he  saved 
the  ashes  from  the  log  and  brush  heaps  and  sold 
them,  and  in  every  honest  way  succeeded  in  accu- 
mulating enough  to  pay  for  his  farm.  He  now 
owns  a  highly  fertile  estate,  on  which  is  a  fine  sugar 
grove  and  orchard  of  thrifty  fruit  trees.  Mr.  In- 
zelman is  also  an  extensive  stock-raiser  and  has 
eight  head  of  Red-Polled  cattle,  nine  head  of 
horses,  draft  and  roadsters,  one  hundred  and  fifty 
head  of  sheep  and  the  full-blooded  Poland-China 
hogs. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  1851  to  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Boyer,  a  native  of  St.  Lawrence  County,  N.  Y., 
and  the  daughter  of  Leonard  H.  Boyer.  The  wife 
of  Mr.  Boyer,  Margaret  Lepper,  a  native  of  New 
York  State,  died  in  1885.  The  wife  of  our  subject 
was  called  hence  to  the  silent  land  June  15,  1885, 
leaving  her  family  and  many  friends  to  mourn  her 
loss.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Inzelman  became  the  parents 
of  four  children :  Jacob  A.,  a  farmer  near  Forrest 
City,  Minn.;  Truman  A.,  a  blacksmith  in  Windsor 
Township,  Eaton  County;  John  P.  and  K.  Carson 
are  still  at  home.  John  P.  was  born  July  1,  1857, 
and  farmed  in  this  township  until  1878,  when  he 
went  to  Boulder  City,  Colo.,  where  he  engaged  in 
farming  and  mining.  At  the  end  of  the  year  he 
returned  to  his  former  home  and  entered  into  a 
partnership  with  his  father,  the  firm  being  known 
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as  Jacob  &  J.  P.  Inzelman.  He  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Beulah  Ashley,  a  native  of  Huron 
County,  Ohio,  and  they  are  the  happy  parents  of 
three  children — Jay,  Glen  and  Wayne.  J.  P.  In- 
zelman is  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Review  and 
is  now  School  Assessor.  He  is  a  prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and 
is  at  present  Past  Grand  of  the  lodge. 

Jacob  Inzelman,  our  subject,  is  one  among  the 
very  oldest  settlers  of  Bellevue.  He  has  been  suc- 
cessful in  all  the  ventures  in  which  he  has  engaged. 
He  helped  build  some  of  the  first  schoolhouses  in 
the  township,  and  has  always  taken  great  interest 
in  educational  work.  In  religious  matters  he  in- 
clines to  the  Lutheran  belief,  but  Mrs.  Inzelman  is 
a  member  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Church.  He 
casts  his  vote  with  the  Republican  party.  Mr. 
Inzelman,  like  all  natives  of  Germany,  is  a  man  of 
sterling  integrity  and  good  habits  and  makes  a 
good  citizen  of  his  adopted  country.  He  has  a 
sound  practical  knowledge  of  farming  and  stands 
high  among  the  members  of  his  class  in  this  town- 
ship. In  disposition  he  is  good  natured  and  genial, 
and  these  qualities  have  gained  him  many  warm 
friends. 


ooo 


ACOB  HECKATHORN.  Three  decades  ago 
this  gentleman  came  to  Barry  County  and 
established  a  home  on  section  25,  Castleton 
Township.  He  bought  eighty  acres  which 
with  the  exception  of  a  garden  spot,  was  covered 
with  trees,  while  all  around  it  lay  a  forest  in  which 
bears  and  wolves  prowled  and  deer  and  turkeys  were 
numerous.  Nashville  was  undreamed  of,  its  site 
being  covered  with  timber  and  the  Indians  had  a 
camp  on  the  eastern  part  of  his  farm.  Mr.  Hecka- 
thorn  built  a  log  house,  20x22  feet,  in  which  he 
lived  until  1877,  during  which  year  a  large  frame 
house  was  put  up,  on  which  he  did  most  of  the 
work.  In  1878  a  large  barn  was  destroyed  by  (ire 
and  the  present  structure  rose  in  1879. 

Mr.  Heckathorn  is  of  Swiss  lineage,  his  father, 
for  whom  he  is  named,  having  been  born  in  Switzer- 
land, whence  he  came  to  America  alone  when  six- 
teen years  old.     In  his  boyhood  he  had  learned  the 


blacksmith's  trade  of  his  father,  and  after  crossing 
the  Atlantic  he  worked  at  the  same  in  New  York 
City  five  years.  During  that  time  he  married 
Anna  Abby,  a  native  of  his  own  land,  who  shared 
his  fortunes  until  1844,  when  she  passed  away  at 
the  age  of  forty-four  years.  To  them  were  born 
four  children,  but  two  only  grew  to  manhood — 
John  and  Jacob.  In  1833  the  parents  located  in 
Stark  County,  Ohio,  making  their  journey  princi- 
pally on  the  Erie  Canal.  The  father  bought  ten 
acres  of  land  four  miles  from  Massillonand  opened 
a  blacksmith  shop  which,  being  on  the  State  road, 
was  well  patronized  by  the  traveling  public  as  well 
as  by  the  neighboring  settlers.  After  living  there 
about  twenty-six  years  Mr.  Heckathorn  crossed 
the  plains  to  California,  via  the  old  Government 
route.  He  made  the  journey  by  wagon,  going 
with  the  Government  troops  under  Col.  Calhoun 
as  far  as  Santa  Fe.  He  worked  in  the  mines  three 
years,  making  some  money,  and  then  returned 
East  via  the  Isthmus,  and  died  at  the  home  of  a 
sister  in  Pittsburg  while  on  the  return  journey;  he 
was  then  fifty- five  years  old. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  sketch  was  born 
on  Broadway,  New  York  City,  January  10,  1829. 
His  schooling  was  obtained  in  Ohio  in  the  old- 
fashioned  building  which  was  in  use  at  the  time 
and  whose  picture  is  familiar  to  our  imaginations. 
He  did  not  attend  school  a  great  deal,  but  gave 
considerable  time  to  working  by  the  month,  receiv- 
ing from  $10  to  $12  wages.  He  was  twenty  years 
old  when  he  crossed  the  plains  with  his  father,  and 
he  too  worked  in  the  gold  mines  three  years.  On 
his  return  he  rented  a  farm  in  Stark  County,  Ohio, 
and  cultivated  it  seven  or  eight  years.  In  the 
meantime  he  made  a  trip  to  Iowa  and  bought  one 
hundred  and  eighty  acres  in  Jasper  County,  worked 
in  the  neighborhood  six  months,  and  then  sold  the 
land  and  returned  to  his  former  home.  That  fall 
he  went  to  Philadelphia  with  a  drove  of  cattle. 

In  April,  1861,  Mr.  Heckathorn  made  the  jour- 
ney to  Barrj'  County  with  a  wagon,  and  bought  his 
present  farm.  By  degrees  it  assumed  an  appear- 
ance very  different  from  that  which  first  met  his 
eyes,  as  the  cleared  space  increased  and  waving 
grain  took  the  place  of  the  forest  trees.  Grain  and 
stock  of  all  kinds  are  being  raised  upon    it,  and   a 
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satisfactory  income  is  derived  from  its  cultivation 
and  management.  Mr.  Heckathorn  has  been  a  hard- 
working man  and  the  good  shape  in  which  his  farm 
stands  is  evidence  both  of  his  industry  and   thrift. 

The  presiding  genius  in  the  home  of  Mr.  Hecka- 
thorn is  the  lady  who  became  his  wife  November 
21,  1858.  This  was  Miss  Sarah  M.  Gaddis,  who 
was  born  in  Stark  County,  Ohio,  March  22,  1846, 
and  is  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Lydia  Ann  (Bails) 
Gaddis.  Her  parents  were  born  in  the  Buckeye 
State  and  her  grandparents  in  both  lines  were  early 
settlers  there.  Mr.  Gaddis  taught  school  and  was 
also  a  merchant  and  tavernkeeper.  While  driving 
across  a  railroad  track,  when  sixty-six  years  old, 
he  was  killed  by  the  cars.  His  widow  died  at  a 
good  old  age.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Heckathorn  have 
seven  children,  named  respectively,  Edward  A., 
Leonard  W.,  Jacob  H.,  Clara  J.,  Charles  F.,  Arthur 
E.  and  Burtie  V. 

The  political  allegiance  of  Mr.  Heckathorn  is 
given  to  Democratic  principles  and  policies.  He  is 
well  informed,  kind  hearted  and  good  natured,  and 
is  liked  by  everyone  who  becomes  acquainted  with 
him.  His  residence  is  within  the  corporate  limits 
of  Nashville  and  he  and  his  wife  and  children  are 
frequently  the  center  of  a  happy  circle  gathered 
there,  the  hospitable  doors  ever  standing  open  to 
friends. 


ft)  ACOB  F.  EDDY  is  one  of  the  oldest  resi- 
dents of  Charlotte,  Eaton  County,  in  point 
of  settlement  now  living  within  its  limits. 
He  was  for  many  years  engaged  as  a  wagon 
manufacturer  and  was  a  pioneer  in  that  industry  in 
this  city.  The  homestead  on  which  he  is  pleasantly 
passing  his  declining  years  was  formerly  a  part  of 
the  forest  that  surrounded  the  little  village  which  the 
Eddy  family  found  when  they  first  came  here.  In 
the  course  of  time  the  hamlet  has  grown  to  a  flour- 
ishing municipality,  and  the  tract  of  wild  land 
which  the  father  purchased  from  the  Government  a 
half  century  ago  is  now  a  well-developed  farm 
which,  with  the  extension  of  the  city  in  its  pros- 
perous growth,  is  now  included  in  the  corporation. 


Mr.  Eddy  was  born  in  Wales,  Erie  County,  N.  Y., 
June  24,  1824.  His  father,  Amos  Eddy,  came  of 
an  old  New  England  family,  and  was  born  in  Charl- 
ton, Mass.,  his  parents  being  life-long  residents  of 
the  old  Bay  State.  They  had  three  sons  and  one 
daughter.  Their  son  Benjamin  spent  his  entire  life 
in  Massachusetts;  Jason  settled  at  Philadelphia,  and 
died  there;  the  daughter  Abigail,  married  a  Mr. 
Pike,  and  died  in  Massachusetts;  their  son  Amos 
was  the  father  of  our  subject.  He  was  twenty-one 
years  of  age  when  he  left  his  native  Massachusetts 
and  started  out  in  the  world  to  try  life  in  what  was 
then  considered  to  be  the  "Far  West."  He  made 
the  journey  on  foot  to  Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  bought  a  tract  of  timber  land  of  the  Holland 
Purchase  Company,  twenty-one  miles  from  Buffalo, 
which  was  then  the  nearest  market  for  the  few 
settlers  who  lived  in  that  part  of  the  country.  The 
people  were  home-livers,  gaining  their  sustenance 
entirely  from  the  soil,  and  were  clothed  in  home- 
spun. 

In  1841  Mr.  Eddy  sold  that  place,  and  came  to 
Michigan  with  teams,  accompanied  by  his  family. 
They  were  eighteen  days  on  the  road,  coming  to 
Eaton  County  by  the  way  of  Jackson.  At  that 
place  Mr.  Eddy  was  told  that  he  would  need  an 
ax  to  hew  his  way  through  the  intervening  wilder- 
ness, and  he  found  that  he  had  use  for  the  one  that 
he  bought  as  he  made  his  way  to  his  new  home. 
Arriving  at  Charlotte,  he  found  that  to  be  a  village 
of  three  families,  who  were  living  in  log  houses. 
The  site  of  the  town  was  an  open  prairie  compris- 
ing about  a  section  of  land,  and  the  primeval  for- 
ests extended  in  every  direction  for  miles  around. 
Deer,  bears,  wolves  and  wildcats  were  numerous 
and  Indians  still  lingered  around  their  old  homes. 

The  land  which  the  father  of  our  subject  pur- 
chased at  the  time  of  his  settlement  here  was  heav- 
ily timbered,  but  by  hard  pioneer  work  he  made  it 
into  a  good  farm,  that  is  now  included  within  the 
city  limits  of  Charlotte.  His  first  work  was  to 
build  a  log  house,  having  a  chimney  Vith  a  stone 
foundation  and  the  main  part  of  it  of  sticks  and 
mud.  There  were  no  railways  in  Eaton  County 
for  a  number  of  years  after  he  located  here,  and 
Jackson  was  the  nearest  market  for  the  sale  of  prod- 
uce and  for    procuring   supplies.     His   death  oc- 
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curred  January  20,  1874.  He  had  lived  to  see  a 
great  change  come  over  the  face  of  the  country, 
and  his  hand  had  aided  in  bringing  it  about.  His 
wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Elizabeth 
Francis,  was  born  in  Vermont,  and  died  on  the 
home  farm  in  this  county  December  12,  1873.  She 
was  the  mother  of  lour  children,  who  are  named  as 
follows:  Catherine,  who  married  Lorenzo  Force, 
and  died  in  Walton  Township;  Jacob  F. ;  Dennis,  a 
resident  of  Eaton  Township;  and  Cornelia,  wife  of 
Alonzo  H.  Kesler,  of  Charlotte. 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  in  Erie 
County,  N.  Y.,  he  having  been  born  in  the  humble 
log  cabin  that  his  father  built  when  he  first  moved 
there.  He  was  a  stalwart,  active  youth,  when  he 
came  to  Michigan  with  his  parents,  and  as  he  was 
possessed  of  a  natural  mechanical  genius,  the  fol- 
lowing 3rear  after  the  family  located  here  he 
opened  a  wagon  shop  at  Charlotte,  and  in  1844 
built  the  first  wagon  ever  made  in  this  county.  He 
was  prosperously  engaged  in  his  business  until 
1870,  and  then  took  charge  of  his  father's  old 
homestead, and  has  ever  since  resided  here. 

Mr.  Eddy  was  married  in  1864  to  Miss  Sarah 
Roberts,  and  she  has  contributed  materially  to  his 
comfort  and  happiness.  Two  daughters  have  blessed 
their  marriage,  Nellie  and  Julia.  Nellie  is  the  wife 
of  Frank  Goodrich,  a  resident  of  Montana.  Julia 
married  Lewis  Granger  and  resides  at  home  with 
her  parents.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  among 
our  most  worthy  people,  and  are  well  liked  in  this 
community.  Mr.  Eddy  .is  strictly  upright  in  all  his 
dealings,  and  his  credit  is  good  wherever  he  is 
known. 

—*> — — ^IHi^ s— 


,*A«  P.  DRAKE,  M.  D.  It  is  forty  years  since 
WKM  Dr.  Drake  established  himself  in  Hastings, 
Barry  County;  he  is  the  oldest  physician 
now  living  of  those  who  were  here  at 
that  time  and  is  exceeded  in  age  as  practitioner 
by  but  one  in  the  county,  Dr.  Parkhurst  of  Middle- 
ville.  He  still  holds  a  place  among  the  most  prom- 
inent physicians  in  the  county,  and  his  increasing 
years  have  not  made  him  careless,  but  have  added 


to  his  interest  in  his  chosen  profession  and  broad- 
ened his  knowledge  of  the  human  system,  and  the 
remedial  agencies  by  which  it  can  be  restored  to 
health  when  impaired  by  a  violation  of  nature's 
laws. 

The  parents  of  Dr.  Drake  were  Daniel  T.  and 
Sarah  (Woodruff)  Drake,  natives  of  Vermont  and 
New  York  respectively.  They  removed  from  the 
latter  State  to  Michigan  in  1839  and  located  on  a 
farm  in  Washtenaw  County,  where  the  father 
tilled  the  soil  some  ten  years.  He  then  followed 
his  trade,  that  of  a  cooper,  and  in  1856  came  to 
Barry  County  where  he  opened  a  shop.  This  was 
the  first  cooper  shop  within  the  county  that  was 
continuously  occupied,  and  it  was  under  the  man- 
agement of  Mr.  Drake  about  a  decade.  He  then 
sold  out  and  returned  to  Washtenaw  County  where 
he  spent  the  remnant  of  his  days,  entering  into  rest 
in  1882.  His  wife  had  died  there  in  1851.  Their 
family  consisted  of  four  children,  of  whom  our 
subject  is  the  only  survivor.  The  first-born  and 
second  died  in  infancy,  and  Alfred  gave  his  life  to 
his  country,  dying  at  Camp  Nelson,  Ky.,  when  but 
eighteen  years  old. 

The  birth  of  Dr.  Drake  occurred  in  Macedon, 
Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  July  31,  1828.  He  began 
his  education  in  his  native  place  and  continued  it 
in  the  common  schools  in  Washtenaw  County, 
completing  his  studies  in  the  Union  district  in 
Saline  Township.  During  the  summer  season  he 
worked  on  the  farm  until  he  was  seventeen  years 
old.  He  then  took  up  the  study  of  medicine  at 
Saline  with  Dr.  A.  G.  Crittenden,  and  after  the 
usual  preliminary  reading  entered  the  Cleveland 
Medical  College  in  Cleveland,  Ohio.  From  that 
institution  he  received  a  diploma  in  1850,  and  at 
once  located  in  Dane  County,  Wis.  He  did  not 
stay  there  long,  but  in  July,  1851,  came  to  Hast- 
ings. Here  he  has  remained,  with  the  exception 
of  the  time  spent  in  the  United  States  service  and 
Government  Surveys,  from  1855  to  1858. 

Dr.  Drake  was  commissioned  in  the  Third  Mich- 
igan Infantry  as  Assistant  Surgeon  and  spent  eight 
months  in  the  field,  coming  back  quite  broken  down 
in  health.  After  a  period  of  rest  and  proper  care 
he  was  restored  to  Jiis  former  physical  rigor  and 
enabled  to  take  up  his  professional  work  ^ith  his 
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old-time  energy  and  zeal.  He  is  now  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Medical  Examiners  for  pensions  and 
is  connected  with  the  Barry  and  Eaton  Association, 
Michigan  State  Medical  Association,  and  the  Na- 
tional Association.  He  has  been  a  Mason  since 
i852  and  enjoys  the  honor  of  being  the  oldest 
Mason  living  who  was  initiated  in  this  county. 
His  political  allegiance  is  given  to  Republican 
principles  and  he  never  fails  to  cast  his  vote  for  the 
candidates  who  are  pledged  to  support  them. 

An  attractive  residence  was  built  by  Dr.  Drake 
in  1861,  on  the  corner  of  Jefferson  and  Grant 
Streets,  and  here  he  has  enjoyed  many  pleasures 
and  met  with  some  great  griefs.  He  was  married 
in  1859  to  Miss  Marion  C.  Palmer,  a  native  of 
New  York,  with  whom  he  lived  happily  until  1876, 
when  she  was  called  from  time  to  eternity.  After 
a  season  of  mourning  Dr.  Drake  was  again  married, 
having  won  for  his  companion  Mrs.  Mary  Bugbee, 
at  that  time  a  resident  of  Republic,  Ohio,  but  a 
native  of  this  State.  Her  intelligence  arid  kindness 
of  heart  make  her  a  fitting  companion  for  a  promi- 
nent physician  and  draw  around  her  a  pleasant 
circle  of  friends.  The  many  friends  of  Dr.  Drake 
will  be  pleased  to  notice  his  portrait  on  another 
page  of  the  Album. 


EV.  HENRY  A.  GIBBS  is  one  of  the  lead. 
l>*r  ing  ministers  and  a  representative  citizen 
1EM  of  Eaton  Township  and  county,  where 
%8)  he  resides  on  section  26.  He  is  a  native  of 
Wyoming  County,  N.  Y.,  was  born  October  6, 1842, 
and  is  the  son  of  Asa  and  Lucy  (Clapp)  Gibbs.  His 
parents  were  natives  of  the  Empire  State.  The 
mother  is  still  residing  in  Eaton  County,  the  father 
having  died  some  years  previous. 

In  the  fall  of  1853  Asa  Gibbs,  the  father  of  our 
subject  brought  his  family  to  Michigan  and  settled 
in  Washtenaw  County,  and  subsequently  removed 
to  Eaton  County,  where  he  resided  until  his 
death.  He  was  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  in  Eaton 
Township  and  with  the  rest  of  the  pioneers 
suffered  all  the  hardships  and  privations  they  were 
called  upon  to  bear  in  developing  the   wild    land. 


He  settled  on  section  26,  which  farm  is  now  owned 
by  his  son,  Chester  Gibbs.  In  politics  he  voted 
with  the  Democratic  party.  In  his  death  the  county 
lost  one  of  her  old  and  prominent  pioneers.  His 
widow  still  survives  him  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-five  years. 

Our  subject  is  one  in  a  family  of  seven  children, 
three  now  living:  Wallace,  residing  at  Eaton 
Rapids;  Chester  who  is  a  farmer  in  Eaton  Town- 
ship; and  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  The  Rev. 
Henry  A.  Gibbs  was  reared  to  manhood  in  Eaton 
County  amid  the  pioneer  scenes  of  a  wilderness 
country  abounding  in  deer  and  wild  game  of  every 
kind,  where  might  often  be  heard  the  doleful  howl- 
ing of  wolves.  He  assisted  his  father  in  chopping 
and  clearing  up  his  land,  doing  all  the  pioneer  work 
of  his  day.  He  received  a  greater  part  of  his  early 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  the  county.  His 
mind  naturally  studious,  inclined  him  to  the  study 
of  the  ministry. 

When  twenty-three  years  old,  he  entered  Ober- 
lin  College  in  Ohio,  and  began  his  course  of 
study.  But  after  a  short  time,  owing  to  failing 
health,  he  was  obliged  to  leave  the  school  before 
completing  his  course.  He  returned  to  Eaton 
County  and  during  a  period  of  five  years,  preached 
in  a  local  capacity  in  the  United  Brethren  Church, 
and  subsequently  for  several  years  engaged  in 
itinerant  preaching.  He  has  always  been  a  strong 
advocate  of  Sunday-school  and  church  work  in  his 
district. 

He  was  married  July  9,  1854,  to  Melissa  A.  Mc- 
Clintock,  a  native  of  Ohio.  Mrs.  Gibbs  is  the 
daughter  of  Thomas  McClintock.  She  came  with 
her  parents  from  Wood  County,  Ohio,  to  Eaton 
County,  Mich.,  when  about  nineteen  years  of  age. 
She  and  her  husband  have  resided  in  this  county 
most  of  the  time  since  their  marriage,  with  the 
exception  of  the  times  when  her  husband  was 
filling  the  position  of  an  itinerant  minister.  To 
this  couple  four  children  were  born,  three  of  whom 
are  still  living:  Ella,  the  wife  of  William  Pierce, 
of  Eaton  Township;  Ida,  who  married  James  Van 
Dusen,  Jr.,  residing  in  Eaton  Township  and  Mar- 
tin in  Eaton  County.  The  name  of  the  one  deceased 
is  Mina. 

Our  subject  settled  on  his  present  farm  when  but 
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twenty  years  old  and  he  has  cleared  and  developed 
it  and  made  it  one  of  the  finest  in  this  section.  He 
owns  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres,  a  greater 
part  of  which  is  under  cultivation.  He  is  a  public- 
spirited  man  and  in  favor  of  everything  that  will  im- 
prove and  elevate  society.  He  lends  his  influence  in 
political  matters  to  the  work  of  the  Republican 
party.  He  and  his  wife  take  an  active  interest  in 
the  United  Brethren  Church  and  also  in  the  social 
circles  of  the  community.  He  is  a  man  of  deep 
and  sincere  piety  and  the  many  years  he  has  so 
sincerely  and  faithfully  labored  in  the  upbuilding 
of  Christ's  kingdom  on  earth,  have  been  crowned 
with  success  and  victory.  Politically  he  is  a  Re- 
publican. 


R.  CHARLES  H.  MEAD.  For  more  than 
twenty  years  Dr.  Mead  has  been  associated 
with  the  progress  of  Olivet,  Eaton  County, 
and  in  the  meantime  he  has  established  an 
enviable  reputation  as  a  physician  and  surgeon.  In 
connection  with  his  extensive  practice  he  has  for 
the  past  fifteen  years  managed  a  large  drug  busi- 
ness, and  in  1881  built  a  brick  store,  where  he  may 
usually  be  found.  He  also  has  an  excellent  medi- 
cal library  and  is  well  posted  in  current  professional 
topics  through  the  various  medical  magazines  and 
journals.  Among  other  appliances,  he  has  in  his 
office  an  electrical  cabinet,  worth  $400,  for  the 
cure  of  rheumatism.  As  a  successful  physician  and 
surgeon,  an  enterprising  citizen  and  capable  busi- 
ness man,  he  stands  high  in  the  regard  of  his  fellow- 
citizens  and  is  universally  conceded  to  be  one  of 
Olivet's  most  popular  and  stirring  men. 

Dr.  Mead  is  a  native  of  Olivet,  and  was  born  in 
1848  to  Stephen  G.  and  Emeline  (Hooker)  Mead, 
natives  of  Middlebury,  Vt.,  and  the  former  a 
farmer  by  occupation.  The  mother  was  a  descen- 
dant of  Thomas  Hooker.  After  their  marriage, 
which  was  solemnized  in  Vermont,  the  parents  of 
our  subject  removed  in  1844,  to  Monroe  County, 
Mich.,  and  after  a  short  sojourn  there  came  to 
Olivet.  The  father  purchased  a  farm  in  Walton 
Township,  and  there  passed  the  remainder  of  his 
life,  engaged  in  clearing  the   soil  and    developing 


the  land.  He  died  in  1850,  but  the  mother  still 
survives  in  vigorous  health,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of 
eighty  years;  she  makes  her  home  in  Olivet.  The 
famil}7  has  been  noted  for  its  longevity,  the  paternal 
grandmother  attaining  the  advanced  age  of  ninety- 
nine  years,  while  the  maternal  grandfather  passed 
from  earth  when  within  three  years  of  rounding 
out  a  century. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  married  a  second 
time,  becoming  the  wife  of  Abel  Nettleton,  to 
whom  she  bore  one  child — May  C,  now  Mrs.  Ed- 
son  Burroughs  of  Walton  Township.  By  her  first 
marriage,  the  mother  had  four  children  who  at- 
tained years  of  maturity,  viz.:  Louisa  H.,  George 
W.,  Charles  H.,  and  Junie  V.  Louisa  H.  is  the 
wife  of  Dr.  A.  K.  Warren,  Treasurer  of  Eaton 
County;  George  W.  died  in  1890,  at  the  uge 
of  fifty-three  years;  he  was  twice  elected  Sheriff  of 
Eaton  County  and  a  practicing  attorney  at  Char- 
lotte. Junie  V.  died  in  1867,  when  within  a  year  of 
graduation  from  Olivet  College. 

The  early  days  of  Dr.  Mead  were  passed  in 
Olivet.  He  took  a  preparatory  course  at  Olivet 
College,  and  was  graduated  from  Eastman  Business 
College,  of  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.  Later  he  worked 
in  a  dry-goods  store  at  Charlotte  for  two  years,  at 
the  same  time  studying  medicine  with  Dr.  Samuel 
Perkey,  then  a  practicing  physician  of  Charlotte, 
but  now  of  Chicago.  After  studying  under  Dr. 
Perkey  several  months,  Dr.  Mead  entered  the 
University  of  Michigan  and  attended  one  course 
of  lectures  in  the  Medical  Department.  Thence  he 
returned  to  Eaton  County,  and  for  one  year  so- 
journed in  Olivet,  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his 
profession.  We  next  find  him  a  student  in  the 
Bennett  Medical  College  of  Chicago,  and  from  that 
institution  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1 873 
since  which  time  he  has  practiced  in  Olivet.  He  is 
regarded  as  one  of  the  most  successful  practitioners 
of  the  county,  and  enjoys  a  lucrative  and  extensive 
practice  throughout  the  community. 

Politically,  Dr.  Mead  is  an  uncompromising 
Democrat.  He  was  appointed  Postmaster  in  1884 
under  Cleveland  and  held  that  office  four  \ears 
with  great  credit  to  himself.  He  has  been  Chair- 
man of  the  Democratic  Township  Committee  for 
many  years,  a  Count}'  Commissioner,  and  at  differ- 
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ent   times   a  delegate  to  State  Conventions;  he  is 
always  to  be  found  working  in  the  interests  of  the 
party  of  his  choice.     Socially,  he  is  a   member  of 
the  Olivet  Lodge,  No.  267,  A.  F.  &  A.  M„  and  also 
of  the  Chapter  at  Bellevue  Lodge,  and  is   quite 
prominent  in  the  fraternity.     He  was  one   of   the 
charter  members  of  the  Eaton  County  Association, 
and  is  a  member  of  the   Eaton  and   Barry  County 
Association  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons ;  these  two 
organizations  have  recently  been  united.  The  Doc- 
tor finds  a  congenial  companion  in  his  wife  who, 
with  himself,  enjoys  the  high  esteem  of  the  com- 
munity.    She  was  known  in  maidenhood  as    Ella 
Cole,  and   is    the   daughter   of    Isaac    and    Sarah 
(Campbell)  Cole,  who  are  now  residing  in  Walton 
Township.     Of  the  union  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Mead, 
which  was  solemnized  January  24,  1875,  one  child 
has  been  born,  a  daughter — Gertrude,  a  charming 
young  lady,  who  has  been  the  recipient  of  excellent 
educational  advantages.     The  family   residence   is 
located  on     Washington    Avenue,   and    under  its 
hospitable  roof  the  many  friends  of  Dr.  Mead  and 
his  amiable  wife  and  daughter  are  wont  to   gather 
and  pass  pleasant  hours  in  their  congenial  society. 


\|7RVIN  CROZIER,  who  is  a  fine  representative  of 
I  the  citizens  of  Eaton  County,  is  one  of  the 
jl\  most  industrious  and  useful  farmers  and  stock- 
raisers  of  Eaton  Township,  where  he  has  a  well- 
improved  and  a  well-stocked  farm,  pleasantly 
located  on  section  32.  He  was  born  in  the  north- 
ern part  of  Ireland  July  6,  1 824.  His  parents  were 
James  and  Ann  (Davis)  Crozier,  who  were  also  of 
Irish  birth,  the  father  of  English  and  mother  of 
Scotch  descent. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  man's  estate  in  his 
native  land  and  from  early  boyhood  has  been  used 
to  farm  work.  He  received  a  fair  education  in  the 
local  schools,  and  by  extensive  reading  has  kept 
himself  well  informed  on  general  topics.  In  the 
spring  of  1852  he  resolved  to  try  life  on  American 
soil,  and  he  took  passage  at  Liverpool  on  the  sail 
vessel  "Crown  of  England/'  Leaving  Liverpool 
on  May  1,  on  the  ninth  day  of  the  same  month  the 


gpod  ship  suffered  wreck  and  was  obliged  to  put 
back  to  Waterford,  Ireland,  for  repairs.  The  ves- 
sel lay  in  the  dock  a  month  before  it  was  fit  to  sail 
again,  and  then  it  once  more  started  on  its  voyage 
for  the  New  World.  It  proceeded  in  safety  to  its 
destination,  and  our  subject  was  landed  at  New 
York  July  16.  From  that  city  he  went  directly  to 
Ontario  County,  in  the  same  State,  and  for  a  short 
time  worked  there  as  a  farm  hand.  After  that  he 
did  carpenter  work  for  a  few  months,  but  farming 
had  greater  attractions  for  him,  and  with  that  ex- 
ception he  has  devoted  his  life  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits. 

Mr.  Crozier  located  on  a  farm  about  a  half  mile 
west  of  his  present  place  in  the  spring  of  1869,  and 
three  years  later  on  his  present  homestead,  coming 
here  at  that  time  with  his  family  from  New  York 
State.  At  that  time  only  about  ten  acres  had  been 
cleared,  and  it  was  merely  a  tract  of  forest  covered 
land,  with  no  signs  of  improvements,  so  that  it  has 
been  a  pioneer  task  to  bring  it  to  its  present  excel- 
lent condition  as  one  of  the  best  cultivated  and 
most  desirable  farms  in  the  neighborhood,  well 
supplied  with  buildings  and  machinery,  and  every- 
thing for  carrying  on  agriculture  to  the  best  ad- 
vantage. Besides  tilling  the  soil  quite  profitably 
Mr.  Crozier  has  another  source  of  income  in  the 
fine  graded  cattle  and  sheep  that  he  raises. 

Shortly  after  his  arrival  in  this  country  Mr. 
Crozier  had  the  good  fortune  to  secure  the  hand 
and  heart  of  Miss  Pamelia  Taylor,  to  whom  he  was 
wedded  February  23,  1853.  She  was  a  native  of 
the  State  of  New  York  and  a  daughter  of  Ephraim 
Taylor.  She  walked  by  his  side  many  years  and 
encouraged  and  aided  him  in  his  labors  by  her 
sagacious  counsel  and  cheerful  help.  At  last  our 
subject  was  called  upon  to  give  up  his  loved  and 
loving  wife,  as  death  came  to  her  February  25, 
1880,  two  days  after  the  anniversary  of  the  wed- 
ding day  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  before. 
At  the  time  of  her  decease  her  age  was  forty-five 
years,  six  months  and  twenty-one  days.  She  was 
ever  an  earnest  Christian  and  in  her  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  found  one  of  its  most  conscien- 
tious members.  The  marriage  of  our  subject  and 
his  wife  was  blessed  to  them  by  the  birth  of  six 
children,  of  whom   four  survive,  namely:  Charles 
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married  Dora  J.  Miller  and  is  a  farmer  near  the  old 
homestead;  Ida,  wife  of  Grant  Kiplinger;  William 
and  Howard.  James  and  Mary  are  the  names  of 
those  that  died. 

Mr.  Crozier  is  a  man  of  religious  character  and 
is  identified  with  the  Episcopal  Church  and  with 
all  things  that  will  in  any  way  advance  the  wel 
fare  of  his  community.  Politically  he  is  a  stalwart 
Republican  and  gives  steadfast  adherence  to  his 
party.  He  has  been  Moderator  of  the  School 
Board  in  his  district  and  has  been  frequently  soli- 
cited by  his  fellow-citizens  to  hold  other  offices,  as 
they  recognize  his  capability  and  the  genuine 
worth  of  his  character,  but  he  has  refused  to  accept 
other  public  positions,  as  he  prefers  the  comfort 
and  quiet  of  his  fireside  to  the  turmoil  of  civic 
life. 


/gp&xHAUNCEY    FREEMAN.       Although    Mr. 
(ll  Freeman  has  been  very  successful   in   busi- 

^^^  ness,  the  legacy  which  he  will  leave  to  his 
descendants  in  his  character,  exceeds  in  value  that 
which  he  will  bequeath  in  money  and  lands.  His 
career  has  been  attended  with  unusual  success; 
when  he  came  to  Michigan  his  earthly  possessions 
consisted  of  $1.50;  now  a  fine  farm  of  ninety 
acres  in  Eaton  Township  and  county,  pays  an 
annual  tribute  of  golden  grain  as  the  reward  of 
his  care  and  cultivation.  From  childhood  he  has 
been  distinguished  from  others,  more  by  his  un- 
flinching uprightness  and  unflagging  industry,  than 
by  any  other  qualities,  and  his  honorable  life  has 
won  for  him  the  confidence  of  all  who  know  him. 
In  every  position  and  in  every  place  his  genial, 
hearty  manners  and  pleasant  bearing  are  magnetic, 
and  win  for  him  hosts  of  friends.  His  portrait  to- 
gether with  that  of  his  estimable  wife  is  presented 
in  connection  with  this  sketch. 

Before  entering  into  a  more  minute  record  of  the 
life  of  Mr.  Freeman,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  state 
briefly  his  ancestry.  His  parents,  Jacob  and  Bet- 
sey (Tripp)  Freeman,  were  natives  of  New  Eng- 
land, and  were  highly  esteemed  in  the  community 
where  almost  their  entire  lives  were  passed.  At  an 
early  day   they  stopped  in  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y  , 


where  he  of  whom  we  write  was  born  August  13, 
181 1.  When  only  six  weeks  old  he  was  taken  by 
his  parents  to  Orleans  County,  N.  Y.,  and  there 
reared  to  manhood.  The  school  privileges  he  en- 
joyed were  very  limited,  being  confined  to  a  brief 
attendance  at  a  district  school  three  miles  from  his 
home.  The  greater  portion  of  his  time  was  devoted 
to  farm  work,  and  he  became  quite  proficient  in 
agriculture  and  the  best  methods  of  developing, 
improving  and  fertilizing  the  soil  so  that  when  the 
time  came  to  choose  a  vocation,  he  naturally  en- 
tered upon  farming  for  his  life  work. 

On  September  17,  1839,  Mr.  Freeman  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Ruth  A.  Babcock,  who  was  born 
in  Niagara  County,  N.  Y.,  April  27,  1818.  Her 
parents,  Adonijah  and  Ruth  (Ford)  Babcock,  were 
natives  of  New  England  and  early  settlers  of  Niag- 
ara County,  N.  Y.,  and  in  the  latter  place  Mrs. 
Freeman  was  reared  to  womanhood,  gaining  those 
attributes  of  character  which  make  her  a  cherished 
ornament  in  social  and  religious  circles.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Freeman  have  been  born  three  children, 
the  eldest  of  whom  died  in  infancy:  Alvin  F.  and 
Marvin  A.  died  at  the  ages  respectively  of  six  years, 
seven  months,  and  two  years  and  three  months. 
This  bereavement  was  the  sorrow  in  an  otherwise 
happy  and  unclouded  wedded  life,  but  the  parents 
mourn  not  as  those  without  hope. 

Mr!  Freeman  first   came  to   Michigan  in  1836, 
also   wintered    here   in    1837-38,    and   for  a  time 
worked  by  the  month,  chopping  down  timber,  etc. 
However,  he  did  not  settle  here  permanently   until 
November  3,  1842  when,  accompanied  by  his  wifej" 
he  came  to  Eaton  County  and  located   in  Eaton 
Township.     Their  journey  was  made  via  the  lakes 
to  Detroit,   and    from  there  by  wagon  to   Eaton 
County.     A   few    months    after   his   arrival,    Mr. 
Freeman  located  upon  his  present  place  on  section 
10,  and  by  untiring  efforts  in  a  few  years  placed 
the  entire  homestead   under  cultivation.     At  the 
time  of  his  settlement,  the  land  was  covered  with 
brush  and   heavy  timber,  while  wolves  and   deer 
were  plentiful,  and  often  made   the  night  hideous 
with   their   howling.     He   endured  the    hardships 
which  fall  to  the  lot  of  every  pioneer,  and  was  ac- 
tively aided  by  the  co-operation  of  his  noble  wife. 
Politically,  Mr.  Freeman  is  a  Republican,  and  has 
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been  frequently  solicited  to  enter  politics  actively, 
but  prefers  the  quietude  of  domestic  life.  Under 
his  own  vine  and  fig  tree  he  is  pleasantly  passing 
his  declining  years,  with  the  companionship  of  her 
who  for  more  than  fifty  years  has  been  his  devoted 
wife  and  counselor.  Side  by  side,  this  aged  couple 
are  approaching  the  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death; 
the  voices  of  their  loved  ones  call  to  them  from  over 
the  river,  and  death,  when  it  comes,  will  leave  their 
memory  graven  deep  in  affectionate  hearts.  Al- 
though finding  pleasure  in  social  circles,  their  great- 
est happiness  is  within  their  home  while  their  love 
of  the  simple,  earnest  paths  of  life,  and  their  total 
disregard  of  the  hollow  mockery  of  the  world, 
makes  them  cling  closer  to  domestic  ties  and  con- 
nections. 


ffifAMES  W.  CUTLER,  a  prominent  farmer 
residing  on  section  24,  Hastings  Township, 
has  been  a  resident  of  Barry  County  the 
greater  part  of  the  time  since  1844,  and  is 
one  of  its  pioneers.  With  the  development  and 
growth  of  the  county  he  has  been  identified,  and 
of  its  progress  and  upbuilding  he  has  been  an  eye 
witness.  Having  borne  no  inconsiderable  part  in 
its  advancement  he  certainly  deserves  a  representa- 
tion in  this  volume  written  to  perpetuate  the  lives 
of  the  founders  of  Barry  County. 

Little  is  known  concerning  the  early  history  of 
the  Cutler  family.  The  father  of  our  subject, 
Peter  Cutler,  was  born  in  Rhode  Island  and  died 
when  James  was  a  small  lad.  His  birth  occurred 
in  Barry  Township,  Orleans  County,  N.  Y.,  Octo- 
ber 19,  1829,  and  he  is  the  youngest  in  a  family  of 
eight  children,  but  only  three  are  now  living.  His 
brother  Thomas,  is  an  attorney  of  Newton,  Kan., 
and  has  also  been  Judge  of  the  county.  He  first 
began  the  practice  of  law  in  Ann  Arbor,  Mich., 
after  which  he  removed  to  Kalamazoo  and  there 
prosecuted  his  profession  until  emigrating  to  Kan- 
sas. The  sister,  Mrs.  Charles  Benham,  resides  in 
Hastings. 

Mr.  Cutler  first  visited  Barry  County  in  Octo- 
ber, 1844.  Not  a  road  had  been  cut  in  the  county 
and  Hastings  was  but  a  small  Indian  trading  post. 


He  followed  a  trail  made  by  blazing  trees  and 
sought  out  the  home  of  Ambrose  Hubble,  his  only 
acquaintance  in  this  part  of  the  State.  He  had 
known  Mr.  Hubble  in  New  York  and  for  two  years 
was  employed  by  that  gentleman  as  a  farm  hand. 
He  remained  in  the  county  until  1852,  when  he 
went  to  Livingston  County  on  a  visit  to  his  broth- 
ers. It  was  while  there  that  he  became  acquainted 
with  Miss  Julia  Sweegles  and  their  friendship 
ripening  into  love  they  were  married.  They  began 
their  domestic  life  in  Ypsilanti  in  the  spring  of 
1854,  Mr.  Cutler  being  employed  at  that  time  on 
the  Michigan  Central  Railroad,  but  shortly  after- 
wards he  returned  to  this  county  and  has  since 
been  a  resident  of  Hastings  Township.  His  wife 
was  born  in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  and  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Coe  Sweegles,  a  native  of  Germany  and  one 
of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Seneca  County.  Her 
mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Polly  Tooker,  is 
still  a  resident  of  Livingston  County,  Mich.,  and 
is  now  seventy-five  years  of  age.  Unto  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Cutler  have  been  born  seven  children,  two 
sons  and  four  daughters  now  living,  namely: 
Clara  A.,  wife  of  Isaac  Sponable,  a  resident  of 
Hastings  Township;  Calista,  wife  of  G.  W.  Baird, 
of  Hastings  City;  Carroll  A.,  who  married  Anna  J. 
Cutler,  a  native  of  Barry  Count}',  and  a  daughter 
of  W.  E.  Cutler,  who  at  the  age  of  nine  j^ears  came 
to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Irving  Township,  Barry 
County;  Cora  A.,  wife  of  Henry  Althouse,  of  Rut- 
land Township;  Charles  A.,  a  Methodist  minister 
connected  with  the  Ashland  Circuit  in  Newaga 
County,  Mich.;  and  Jennie  E.,  who  is  still  under 
the  parental  roof. 

When  the  late  war  broke  out  it  was  the  desire  of 
Mr.  Cutler  to  enter  the  service  and  as  soon  as  he 
had  provided  for  the  comfort  of  his  family  during 
his  absence  he  enlisted  in  1863  as  a  member  of 
Company  C,  First  Michigan  Engineers,  under 
Capt.  James  D.  Robinson,  of  Grand  Rapids.  They 
joined  the  force  under  Gen.  William  P.  Ennis  and 
were  sent  to  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  where  they  re- 
mained during  the  winter.  The  following  April 
they  went  to  Lookout  Mountain  to  avoid  the  small- 
pox and  in  the  spring  of  1864,  when  Sherman 
marched  from  Atlanta  to  the  sea,  Company  C  was 
detailed  to  follow  the  army  and  build  stockades, 
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bridges,  etc.  While  engaged  in  the  construction 
of  a  bridge  at  Graysville,  eighteen  miles  south  of 
Chattanooga,  Mr.  Cutler  was  injured  and  sent  to 
the  hospital  but  as  soon  as  possible  he  rejoined  his 
comrades  and  they  were  ordered  to  Nashville, 
Tenn.  On  September  22,  1865,  he  received  his 
discharge,  and  on  October  3  arrived  at  his  home 
in  Hastings.  He  held  the  position  as  "Right  Lev- 
eler,"  the  highest  honor  that  could  be  bestowed 
upon  a  private.  Ever  faithful  to  his  duty  he  was 
always  found  at  his  post  and  shirked  no  task 
allotted  to  him.  It  is  to  the  loyalty  of  the  private 
soldiers  that  the  country  owes  its  salvation.  The 
society  formed  to  perpetuate  the  fraternal  feeling 
existing  between  the  boys  in  blue  has  found  a  warm 
advocate  in  Mr.  Cutler  and  he  is  now  an  honored 
and  influential  member  of  the  Grand  Army  Post, 
of  Hastings.  The  cause  is  well  worthy  his  support 
and  that  of  every  other  soldier  who  fought  under 
the  stars  and  stripes.  In  1890  he  was  honored  by 
being  selected  as  a  delegate  to  attend  the  National 
Encampment  held  in  Boston,  Mass.,  as  a  repre- 
sentative of  Barry  County  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic,  and  was  also  the  delegate  to  the  Eleventh 
Annual  American  Encampment  of  the  Department 
of  Michigan,  held  in  Bay  City  March  13,  14  and 
15,  1889.  The  following  year  he  was  also  the 
representative  to  the  Annual  Encampment  which 
convened  in  Adrian,  Mich.,  April  1,  2  and  3,  1890. 
He  was  the  first  Chaplain  of  the  Post  in  Hastings 
and  is  now  holding  the  position  of  Aid  de  Camp 
on  the  staff  of  the  Commander  in  Chief,  of  Hast- 
ings. 


vffUDSON  A.  BOS  WORTH  is  the  owner  of  a 
I  good  farm  of  eighty  acres  situated  on  sec- 
I  tion  10,  town  of  Vermontville,  Eaton  County, 
(|||j  /  and  in  connection  with  its  cultivation  he 
carries  on  stock-raising.  A  native  of  Ohio,  he 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Strongsville,  Cuyahoga 
County,  November  14,  1846,  and  is  a  son  of  Sam- 
uel and  Salinda  (Goodwin)  Bosworth,  natives  of 
New  York  and  Connecticut  respectively.  Little  is 
known  concerning  the  early  history  of  the  Bos- 
worths  or  Goodwins  except  that  they   were  early 


New  England  families,  founded  in  America  prior 
to  the  Revolution.  During  childhood  both  Samuel 
Bosworth  and  Salinda  Goodwin  went  to  Cuyahoga 
County,  Ohio,  where  they  were  married  and  where 
the  death  of  the  husband  occurred  in  1862,  at  the 
ripe  old  age  of  seventy-five  years.  He  worked  as 
a  lumberman  on  the  St.  Lawrence  River  in  Canada 
both  before  and  after  the  War  of  1812,  in  which  he 
gave  five  years  service  to  the  Government,  but  the 
greater  part  of  his  life  was  spent  in  agricultural 
pursuits.  In  politics  he  first  affiliated  with  the 
Democratic  party,  but  afterward  gave  his  support 
to  the  Republican  party.  He  and  his  wife  were 
active  workers  and  consistent  members  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church,  in  which  for  many  years  Mr.  Bosworth 
served  as  Deacon.  After  the  death  of  her  husband, 
Mrs.  Bosworth  went  to  Van  Buren  County,  Mich., 
in  1877,  and  subsequently  came  to  Eaton  County, 
spending  her  last  days  with  her  son  Goodwin  in 
the  town  of  Benton.  She  passed  away  at  the  age 
of  seventy-nine  years.  By  his  first  wife  Mr.  Bos- 
worth had  one  child,  a  daughter  Vashti,  who  is  now 
deceased.  Five  sons  were  born  of  his  marriage 
with  Miss  Good  win — Samuel,  John  S.,  Emery,  War- 
ren and  Judson  A.,  all  of  whom  are  living  with  the 
exception  of  John. 

In  his  native  county  our  subject  was  reared  to 
manhood  and  received  a  common-school  education. 
He  was  only  fifteen  years  of  age  when  his  father  died. 
He  remained  at  home  assisting  his  mother  in  the 
cultivation  of  the  farm  until  he  reached  his  twenty- 
sixth  year,  when  he  removed  to  Lorain  County, 
Ohio,  where  he  rented  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
seventy -five  acres,  operating  it  for  some  three  years, 
when  he  returned  to  Cuyahoga  County.  In  the 
meantime  he  was  married,  the  lady  of  his  choice 
being  Miss  Hattie  E.  Pardee,  whom  he  wedded  Feb- 
ruary 25,  1870.  She  was  born  in  Lorain  County, 
Ohio,  September  11,  1845,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Henry  and  Mary  (Culver)  Pardee,  natives  of  the 
same  county.  Her  parents  removed  to  Marion 
County,  Iowa,  in  1864,  and  after  a  year  and  a  half 
returned  to  Cuyahoga  County,  Ohio,  where  the 
mother  died  in  1872  at  the  age  of  fifty- two  years. 
The  father  is  still  living  in  his  native  State.  Our 
subject  and  his  wife  have  an  adopted  son,  George  W. 
On  returning  to  his  native  county  Mr.  £o§  worth 
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rented  a  farm  of  bis  father-in-law  for  a  year,  and 
at  the  expiration  of  that  time,  in  1875,  eame  to 
Eaton  County,  Mich.  Purchasing  the  farm  of 
eighty  acres  on  which  he  yet  makes  his  home,  he  at 
once  began  its  development  and  cultivation  and 
now  has  forty-five  acres  of  highly-improved  land. 
A  large  frame  residence  is  surrounded  by  good  out- 
buildings, including  three  large  barns  and  these  in 
turn  are  situated  in  the  midst  of  rich  and  fertile 
fields,  well  cultivated.  Mr.  Bosworth  also  raises  a 
good  grade  of  stock  and  is  regarded  as  a  success- 
ful and  progressive  farmer.  In  politics  he  votes 
with  the  Republican  party  and  is  the  present  effi- 
cient Justice  of  the  Peace  of  the  town  of  Ver- 
montville. 

Vf|  OHN  A.  BACHELLER,  who  is  engaged  in 
farming  and  stock-raising  on  section  36, 
Hastings  Township,  Barry  County,  was  born 
in  Brattleboro,  Vt.,  May  11,  1836,  and  is  a 
son  of  Thomas  S.  and  Louisa  S.  (Newman)  Bach- 
eller, the  former  a  native  of  Massachusetts  born 
April  1,  1819,  and  the  latter  born  in  Ohio  January 
21,  1813.  The  father  removed  to  New  York  when 
quite  young  and  in  early  manhood  learned  the 
trade  of  a  tanner  and  currier.  He  married  Miss 
Newman,  who  had  been  employed  as  a  bookbinder 
in  the  establishment  of  Peck  &  Wood,  publishers, 
of  Brattleboro,  Vt.,  and  a  Bible  which  was  bound 
by  her,  bearing  date  1833,  is  now  in  the  possession 
of  our  subject.  They  became  parents  of  our  sub- 
ject. They  became  parents  of  four  children — 
George,  who  resides  in  Eaton  County, Mich.;  Lucy 
L.,  wife  of  Charles  Ryman,  proprietor  of  a  hotel  in 
Flint,  Mich.;  Louisa,  wife  of  David  Gould,  a  resi- 
dent farmer  of  Adrian  Township,  Lenawee  County, 
Mich.;  and  John  A.  of  this  sketch.  The  mother 
died  in  1842.  Mr.  Bacheller  came  to  Michigan  in 
the  spring  of  1853  and  settled  in  Castleton  Town- 
ship, Barry  County,  a  half  mile  north  of  Nashville, 
where  he  purchased  land  and  engaged  in  farming 
and  stock-raising.  He  was  permitted  to  enjoy  his 
new  home  only  about  two  years,  his  death  occur- 
ring on  the  9th  of  September,  1855. 


The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  only  six  years  of 
age  when  his  mother  was  called  to  her  final  rest 
and  had  not  yet  attained  his  majority  when  his 
father  departed  this  life.  He  came  with  the  family 
to  Barry  County  and  since  that  time  has  continu- 
ously resided  in  this  community.  He  chose  as  a 
helpmate  on  life's  journey  Miss  Hannah  Perkey, 
who  was  born  in  Ohio  October  4,  1839,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Betts)jPerkey.  Her 
father  came  with  his  family  to  Michigan  in  1854  and 
settled  near  Chester,  Eaton  County,  where  he  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  days.  He  married  Miss  Betts, 
who  was  one  of  six  children,  three  sons  and 
three  daughters.  She  is  also  now  deceased.  The 
union  of  our  subject  and  his  wife  has  been  blessed 
with  three  children,  two  of  whom  are  yet  living — 
Clara  L.,  their  first  child,  was  born  February  15, 
1864,  died  November  21, 1881,  at  the  age  of  seven- 
teen years;  Charles  L.,  born  January  16,  1871, and 
Blanche,  born  August  19,  1872,  are  still  with  their 
parents. 

Mr.  Bacheller  has  devoted  himself  assiduously 
to  his  business  interests,  neglecting  not  a  single 
detail,  yet  has  also  found  time  to  devote  to 
public  interests  and  enterprises,  and  has  accept- 
ably served  his  fellow-townsmen  in  a  number  of 
official  positions.  He  held  the  office  of  Highway 
Commissioner  for  a  3rear,  was  Township  Treasurer 
for  two  years,  and  is  the  present  Supervisor  of 
Hastings  Township.  The  duties  of  the  positions  he 
has  discharged  with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the 
satisfaction  of  his  constituents.  He  takes  consid- 
erable interest  in  civic  societies,  is  a  Master  Mason, 
a  member  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen, 
of  the  Patrons  of  Industry  and  also  belongs  to  the 
lodge  of  Foresters  at  Hastings.  For  a  number 
of  years  he  has  resided  in  the  county  and  has 
been  an  eyewitness  of  its  growth  and  upbuilding, 
has  seen  its  wild  prairies  transformed  into  beauti- 
ful farms  and  its  log  cabins  replaced  by  substantial 
and  palatial  residences.  Towns  and  villages  have 
sprung  up,  churches  and  schools  have  been  built, 
and  the  work  of  civilization  has  been  carried  for- 
ward so  rapidly  that  the  traveler  of  to-day  can 
hardly  realize  what  was  the  unsettled  condition  of 
the  country  a  third  of  a  century  ago.  Mr.  Bach- 
eller has  borne  his  share  in  this  work  and  well  de- 
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serves  to  have  his  name  enrolled   among  the  hon- 
ored early  settlers  of  Barry  Count}'. 

Since  the  above  was  written  Mr.  Baeheller  has 
departed  this  life,  his  death  taking  place  April  15, 
1891. 


ILO  L.  WILLIAMS.  Among  those  who 
have  labored  arduously  in  building  up 
Barry  County  is  the  gentleman  whose  por- 
trait is  presented  on  the  opposite  page, 
and  whose  life  career  is  briefly  outlined  below.  Al- 
though receiving  only  a  common-school  education, 
yet  his  natural  mental  ability  caused  him  to  ad- 
vance in  whatever  field  of  labor  he  entered.  Since 
he  settled  at  Hastings,  where  he  now  lives  on 
West  Green  Street,  he  has  held  the  office  of 
Chairman  of  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors, ' 
and  has  been  in  various  ways  closely  identified 
with  the  progress  of  the  city. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  came  west  in  1851, 
by  rail  and  water  to  Kalamazoo,  and  from  there 
by  wagon  to  Prairie ville,  Barry  County.  Five 
years  prior  to  coming  here  he  purchased  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  in  Baltimore  Township  from 
the  Government,  paying  $1.25  per  acre.  He  stopped 
during  the  winter  at  Prairieville,  and  in  the  spring 
purchased  an  ox-team  and  cow  and  traveled 
through  the  woods  to  Baltimore.  He  there  pro- 
cured lumber  and  built  a  small  board  house  12x20 
feet,  where  his  children  were  born.  This  land  was 
oak  openings.  He  helped  to  build  all  the  school- 
houses  in  that  school  district. 

When  starting  from  Prairieville  to  go  to  Balti- 
more Mr.  Williams  drove  about  twelve  miles  when 
one  of  his  oxen  was  taken  sick.  This  was  in  the 
woods,  and  Mr.  Williams  looked  around  and  found 
a  log  shanty,  of  which  he  took  possession.  They 
built  a  fire  in  the  old-fashioned  fireplace,  melted 
snow  and  prepared  something  to  eat.  Owing  to 
the  strangeness  of  this  style  of  living  and  the 
lonely  surroundings,  Mrs.  Williams  did  not  sleep 
any  that  night.  The  country  was  then  very  sparsely 
settled  and  there  were  only  eighteen  families  in 
the  township.  Their  home  was  five  miles  from 
the  post-office  and  mill. 


Mr.  Williams  raised  wheat  and  corn,  which  was 
taken  to  Battle  Creek  twenty-one  miles  distant, 
He  lived  on  the  farm  eighteen  years,  and  during 
this  time  was  in  the  real-estate  business  for  Henry 
S.  Sanford,  selling  land  in  the  following  places: 
Barry,  Eaton,  Ionia,  Allegan,  Kalamazoo,  Calhoun, 
Berrien  and  Van  Buren  Counties,  and  LaGrange 
County,  Ind.  He  has  followed  this  business  for 
the  past  twenty-five  years.  In  the  winter  of  1877 
he  was  sent  by  H.  S.  Sanford,  his  employer,  to 
Louisiana  where  he  owned  a  large  sugar  planta- 
tion. This  he  took  charge  of  and  operated  until 
1883.  His  family  was  with  him  a  part  of  the  time. 
When  living  in  Baltimore  he  held  the  office  of 
Supervisor  five  years,  Treasurer  five  years,  Town- 
ship Clerk  two  years,  Justice  of  the  JJeace  four 
years,  and  filled  the  office  of  School  Director. 
After  returning  from  Louisiana  he  purchased  prop- 
erty at  Hastings  and  is  now  pleasantly  located  on 
West  Green  Street. 

He  of  whom  this  sketch  is  a  life  record  was 
born  in  Rome,  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  December 
7,  1820.  His  father  and  mother,  John  W.  and 
Martha  (Knapp)  Williams,  were  natives  of  the 
same  place  as  their  son.  The  father  was  a  manu- 
facturer of  woolen  goods  at  Norfolk,  St.  Lawrence 
County,  and  afterward  became  a  Baptist  clergy- 
man. He  came  west  in  1846,  settled  at  Prairie- 
ville, Barry  County,  and  followed  the  same  high 
calling  during  the  remainder  of  his  life,  preaching 
at  several  places.  He  died  August  13,  1847,  while 
the  mother  passed  away  April  22,  1872.  The 
grandparents  of  our  subject  were  John  and  Sarah 
(Starks)  AVilliams,  natives  of  Groton,  Conn.,  and 
Massachusetts  respectively.  The  former  was  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits  and  at  an  early  day 
removed  to  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  settling  on  the 
Mohawk  River  three  miles  from  Rome  where  he 
lived  until  his  death.  He  served  as  body  guard  of 
Gen.  Washington  and  was  present  at  the  surrender 
of  Cornwallis. 

The  paternal  grandfather  and  great-grandfather 
of  our  subject  were  David  and  David,  Jr.,  of 
Welsh  descent.  His  maternal  grandparents  were 
Asa  and  Mary  (Wright)  Knapp,  while  his  maternal 
great-grandfather  was  Peter  Knapp,  of  English  an- 
cestry.    Asa  Knapp  in  an  early  day  built  mills  at 
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Potsdam,  N.  Y.,  and  was  the  owner  of  a  large 
amount  of  land.  Each  branch  of  the  house  reared 
large  families.  The  father  of  our  subject  removed 
to  Potsdam  when  Mr.  Williams  was  a  small  child. 
He  worked  on  the  farm  until  he  was  twenty  years 
old,  when  he  married  Miss  Julia  F.  Ashenhurst 
in  Elyria,  Ohio. 

The  father  and  mother  of  Mrs.  Williams  were 
John  T.  and  Elizabeth  (Sharrats)  Ashenhurst,  na- 
tives of  England  and  Pennsylvania  respectively. 
Her  father  was  a  farmer  in  Ohio  where  he  lived  until 
his  death  in  1844.  The  mother  died  at  her  daugh- 
ter's home  in  Hastings  January  19,  1873,  aged 
sixty-nine  years.  Mrs.  Williams  is  the  only  one 
now  living  of  a  family  of  four  children.  Her 
grandparents  were  natives  of  Germany  and  reared 
a  large  family. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  and  his  wife  has 
been  blest  by  the  birth  of  seven  children,  named 
as  follows:  Emma  J.  (Mrs.  Van  Arman),  Ella  B. 
(Mrs.  Holt),  Martha  (Mrs.  Hams);  Albert  N.,  who 
married  Laura  Hendershott;  Kate  (Mrs.  Thiers) ; 
Frank  and  Gertrude  (Mrs.  Heath).  Mr.  Williams 
is  one  of  the  prominent  men  of  the  county  and  is 
held  in  universal  esteem.  He  is  independent  in 
politics,  and  socially  belongs  to  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 


ELI  W.  PARKER,  deceased.  In  presenting 
to  the  readers  of  this  volume  the  biography 
of  Mr.  Parker  we  are  perpetuating  the  life 
work  of  one  of  Eaton  County's  most  honored  citi- 
zens. Although  passed  to  that  bourne  whence  no 
traveler  returns,  he  lives  in  the  hearts  of  his  many 
friends,  to  whom  his  manly  attributes  had  endeared 
him.  His  death,  which  was  caused  by  a  fractious 
animal,  occurred  July  23,  1887,  when  he  was  in  the 
prime  of  a  vigorous  manhood. 

uWe  mourn  for  him  whose  life  has  flown 
Out  from  its  fragile  shell  of  clay 

Into  the  nightless,  perfect  day, 

To  reap  the  fruit  that  here  was  sown." 

A  native  of  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  Mr.  Parker 
was  bom  January  16,  1833,  to  Albert  and  Anna 


M.  (Whelock)  Parker,  the  former  a  native  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  the  latter  of  the  State  of  New  York. 
The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Jere- 
miah Parker,  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812, 
and  loyal  to  the  interests  of  his  country.  Our 
subject  was  the  eldest  son  in  the  family  and  at  an 
early  age  there  fell  to  his  lot  the  responsibilities 
which  are  almost  invariably  thrust  upon  the  eldest 
son  in  a  pioneer  family.  His  father  was  likewise  the 
eldest  son  of  his  father's  family.  His  educational 
advantages  were  limited,  for  the  schools  were  scat- 
tered and  offered  none  of  the  opportunities  which 
are  taken  as  a  matter  of  course  by  the  youth  of 
to-day.  But  observation  and  extensive  reading 
to  a  large  extent  compensated  for  the  lack  of 
early  advantages,  and  by  making  the  best  use  of 
his  few  opportunities  our  subject  attained  that 
culture  and  refinement  which  made  him  an  inter- 
esting and  instructive  companion. 

When  about  twenty  years  old  Mr.  Parker  accom- 
panied his  father  and  the  other  members  of  the 
family  to  Eaton  County,  Mich.,  where  he  pur- 
chased a  tract  of  land  near  Charlotte,  in  Eaton 
Township.  It  is  said  that  Mr.  Parker  cut  and 
delivered  in  town  the  first  load  of  stove  wood  in 
Charlotte.  It  was  sold  to  Dr.  G.  T.  Rand  for  the 
use  of  the  county  offices.  The  land  was  in  a 
primitive  condition,  about  as  the  Indians  had  left 
it;  the  forests  had  not  been  cleared  and  in  the 
prairies  scarcely  a  furrow  had  been  turned.  Be- 
ginning to  work  with  the  determined  spirit  that 
marked  all  his  actions,  our  subject  soon  had  the 
timber  cut  down,  the  brush  removed,  roads  opened 
in  convenient  places  and  the  ground  ploughed 
ready  for  planting.  As  the  years  went  by,  more 
improvements  were  added,  a  substantial  residence 
was  erected,  and  the  needed  machinery  for  the 
cultivation  of  the  land  was  introduced.  Later  he 
operated  as  a  stockman  in  connection  with  his 
farming  pursuits,  and  in  this  department  of  agri- 
culture met  with  flattering  success. 

On  May  5,  1867,  Mr.  Parker  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Augusta  Childs  who  was  born  in 
Ingham  County,  Mich.,  November  11,  1844.  Mrs. 
Parker  is  the  daughter  of  Cyrus  W.  and  Charlotte 
(Butler)  Childs,  the  former  born  in  Massachusetts 
and  the  latter  in  the  State  of  New  York,     About 
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1840  Mr.  Childs  removed  from  Obio  to  Michigan, 
becoming  a  pioneer  of  Ingham  County  and  settling 
on  a  farm  where  the  woodman's  ax  had  never 
penetrated.  When  Mrs.  Parker  was  only  fifteen 
years  old  her  father  died,  but  her  mother  sur- 
vived until  March  4,  1886.  Mrs.  Parker  is  the 
only  surviving  member  of  the  family,  with  the 
exception  of  a  brother,  Cyrus  B.,  a  resident  of 
Eaton  County,  Mich.  Of  her  union  with  our  sub- 
ject four  children  have  been  born,  viz:  Fred  A., 
who  carries  on  the  home  farm;  William  W.,  a 
student  of  the  Michigan  Agricultural  College  at 
Lansing;  Arthur  E.  and  Lottie  A. 

Politically  Mr.  Parker  was  a  strong  Republican, 
but  although  frequently  solicited  for  office,  never 
consented  to  enter  active  political  life,  preferring 
quiet,  domestic  happiness  undisturbed  by  public 
cares.  In  1878  he  united  with  the  Congregational 
Church,  in  which  he  lived  a  consistent  Christian 
life.  He  was  of  a  jovial,  genial  disposition,  kind- 
hearted  and  benevolent,  a  loving  husband  and 
father,  and  was  highly  esteemed  throughout  the 
community  where  so  much  of  his  active  life  was 
passed.  At  one  time  in  his  life  he  was  identified 
with  the  Masonic  fraternity.  As  the  result  of  his 
ceaseless  labors  he  left  a  fine  farm  of  one  hund red- 
an d  seventy  acres,  well-improved  and  quite  valu- 
able. Here  his  widow  and  children  live  surrounded 
by  the  comforts  of  life  and  enjoying  the  high  re- 
gard of  a  large  circle  of  friends.  She,  too,  is  a 
faithful  member  of  the  Congregational  Church  in 
Charlotte,  and  in  religious  and  social  circles  is  a 
cherished  ornament. 


m 


ffi  OHN  F.  SACKETT.  The  largest  blacksmith 
shop  in  Bellevue,  Eaton  County,  is  owned 
and  managed  by  the  gentleman  above 
named,  who  has  gathered  under  its  roof 
many  conveniences  and  employs  only  good  work- 
men, he  himself  being  a  practical  blacksmith, 
thoroughly  understanding  every  department  of  the 
work.  He  does  wagon  work  as  well  and  sells  the 
Osborn  Binder,  and  altogether  is  pursuing  a  pros- 
perous career,     He  was  born  in  Pittsford,  N.  Yf, 


August  12,  1854,  being  next  to  the  youngest  in  a 
family  of  seven  children.  When  he  was  a  child 
two  years  old  his  parents  removed  to  Wisconsin, 
where  he  grew  to  the  age  of  ten  years.  He  then 
came  to  Barry  County,  this  State,  and  on  the 
parental  farm  spent  the  ensuing  ten  years,  after 
which  he  went  West. 

Young  Sackett  traveled  through  Kansas,  Ne- 
braska and  Missouri  eight  months  selling  shrubs 
for  hedges,  and  then  returning  to  Michigan  he 
became  an  apprentice  in  the  blacksmith  shop  of 
Edward  Warren  in  Marshall.  There  he  remained 
four  years,  and  in  1879  opened  a  shop  and  has 
since  been  busied  with  general  blacksmithing.  In 
1887  he  bought  his  present  place  of  business,  which 
is  in  as  favorable  a  location  as  Bellevue  affords, 
and  here  he  turns  out  most  satisfactory  work. 

Mr.  Sackett  comes  of  old  New  England  stock, 
his  grandfather,  Daniel  Sackett,  having  been  a 
native  of  Connecticut.  He  went  thence  to  New 
York  and  was  engaged  in  farming  in  Monroe 
County  for  some  years,  but  during  the  early  settle- 
ment of  Calhoun  County,  Mich.,  came  hither.  He 
continued  his  agricultural  work  until  his  last  illness. 
He  was  a  volunteer  in  the  War  of  1812.  His  son, 
who  bore  the  same  name,  was  born  in  New  York 
and  tilled  the  soil  there  until  about  1855.  He  then 
came  to  Jackson  County,  this  State,  and  some  years 
later  located  in  Assyria  Township,  Barry  County. 
He  finally  retired  to  Bellevue  to  make  his  home 
with  our  subject,  and  died  here  in  1886  at  the  age 
of  seventy-two  years.  He  voted  with  the  Repub- 
licans and  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  a  Class-Leader  and  otherwise  active. 
His  wife  and  the  nlother  of  our  subject,  was  Susan  A. 
Osgoby,  a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  who  is  still 
living  with  her  son  Frank.  Her  parents  came  from 
England  to  America  and  established  their  home  in 
Monroe  County,  N.  Y. 

The  pleasant  home  of  Mr.  Sackett  is  presided 
over  by  a  lady  who  was  formerly  known  as  Miss  Net- 
tie  Ryan.  She  is  a  daughter  of  William  Ryan,  who 
is  now  engaged  in  the  cooper's  business  in  Marshall, 
and  there  she  was  born  and  grew  to  womanhood. 
Her  marriage  was  solemnized  there  in  1874,  and 
the  union  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  two 
children,  named  respectively,  Lora  L.  and  Theata 
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L.  Mrs.  Saekett  is  intelligent,  well  versed  in 
domestic  arts,  and  is  a  member  in  good  standing 
of  the  Baptist  Church.  Mr.  Saekett  belongs  to  a 
Masonic  lodge  in  Bellevue,  and  never  fails  to  vote 
the  Republican  ticket.  His  manners  are  cordial 
and  pleasing,  and  he  thereby  wins  many  friends 
whose  esteem  is  made  secure  by  his  sterling  quali- 
ties of  character. 

ijEV.  JACOB  BISHOP.  This  name  is  not 
#  unknown  to  the  people  of  Eaton  County, 
of  which  he  who  bears  it  has  been  a.  resident 
for  more~than  thirty  years,  nor  is  his  repu- 
tation confined  to  Windsor  Township,  in  which  he 
now  resides.  Mr.  Bishop  has  been  engaged  in  Gos- 
pel work  for  many  years  and  his  example  and  pre- 
cept have  been  potent  in  elevating  the  standard  of 
spirituality  in  this  part  of  the  State.  No  one  who 
meets  him  can  fail  to  recognize  the  earnestness  of 
his  nature  and  the  strength  of  his  religious  convic- 
tions, and  those  who  are  the  most  diametrically 
opposed  to  him  in  denominational  tenets  give  him 
the  credit  of  laboring  zealously  and  efficiently  for 
the  future  weal  of  mankind. 

John  Bishop,  father  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bishop,  was 
born  in  Virginia  in  1794,  and  during  his  early  years 
went  to  Ashland  County,  Ohio,  or  as  it  was  then 
called,  Richland  County.  To  the  same  neighbor- 
hood went  Miss  Catherine  Heffner,  who  was  born 
in  the  Old  Dominion  in  1801.  The  two  became 
husband  and  wife  in  March,  1819,  and  reared  a 
large  family,  of  whom  we  make  th%e  following  men- 
tion: Jacob,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  the  first- 
born, his  natal  day  being  December  7,  1819;  Cor- 
nelius is  living  in  Ashland  County,  Ohio;  Elizabeth, 
wife  of  Samuel  Hazel,  resides  in  Vermilion  County, 
111. ;  Hannah  is  the  widow  of  a  Mr.  Rickie;  John 
lives  in  Bourbon  County,  Kan.;  Isaac  is  a  practic- 
ing physician  in  De  Witt  County,  111.;  Joseph  re- 
sides in  Missouri;  Henry  makes  his  home  in  Eaton 
County,  this  State;  the  other  members  of  the  fam- 
ily are  deceased. 

In  1814  John  Bishop  went  to  Ohio,  his  wardrobe 
at  the  time  consisting  of  what  he  wore  and  an  extra 


shirt  tied  up  in  a  pocket  handkerchief.  Industrious 
and  determined,  he  was  willing  to  work  at  any  hon- 
est employment  and  he  was  not  long  idle.  The 
first  millrace  built  in  Ashland  County  was  among 
the  scenes  of  his  labors  and  he  gradually  worked 
himself  from  poverty  to  competence.  He  bought 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  and  cleared  it, 
but  afterward  gave  up  eighty  acres,  only  to  buy  it 
back  again  at  a  later  period.  Hard-working  and 
of  strict  integrity,  he  was  respected  as  a  valuable 
member  of  society.  When  called  from  earth  in 
1881,  he  left  to  his  children  property  valued  at 
$15,000.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  which  his  wife,  who  had  formerly 
been  a  Lutheran,  united  with  after  their  marriage. 
Mrs.  Bishop  died  in  May,  1877;  like  her  husband 
she  was  industrious  and  frugal  and  by  her  good 
management  she  aided  him  in  gaining  home  and 
fortune. 

The  Rev.  Jacob  Bishop  received  the  foundation 
of  his  education  in  his  mother's  loom-shop  and  was 
taught  by  a  man  named  Crosby.  He  continued 
his  studies  in  the  district  school  and  by  private 
reading.  When  twenty  years  old  he  joined  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  but  a  few  years  later, 
in  1842,  he  identified  himself  with  the  United 
Brethren  denomination.  In  1850  he  was  ordained 
to  the  ministry  and  called  to  Wood  County,  Ohio, 
where  he  spent  several  years.  In  April,  1854,  he 
came  to  Eaton  County,  this  State,  made  his  home 
near  Charlotte  and  officiated  over  such  charges  as 
the  Conference  appointed.  His  settlement  on  a 
farm  in  Windsor  Township  occurred  in  1877,  and 
he  has  since  made  his  home  here,  going  thence  to 
various  localities  to  carry  on  his  work. 

Mrs.  Bishop  was  known  in  her  maidenhood  as 
Miss  Rachel  Culburtson.  She  was  born  in  Colum- 
biana County,  Ohio,  December  25,  1819,  and  be- 
came the  wife  of  our  subject  in  1842.  Her  parents, 
James  and  Catherine  (Earhart)  Culburtson,  were 
married  in  her  native  county  and  settled  near  New 
Lisbon.  The  father  was  of  Irish  descent  and  the 
mother  belonged  to  the  Pennsylvania-Dutch.  They 
wrere  upright,  honest  and  industrious,  were  in  good 
circumstances  and  held  membership  in  the  United 
Brethren  Church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bishop  are  the 
parents  of  seven  children,  of  whom   we  note  the 
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following:  Eli  C,  who  married  Maria  Barnaby, 
died  April  7,  1891;  Mary  died  at  the  age  of  five 
years;  Catherine,  when  fifteen  years  and  six  months 
old;  Keziah,  commonly  known  as  Lida,  is  the  wife 
of  J.  E.Tirrill  of  Charlotte;  Jason  H.died  in  infancy; 
Jennie  is  the  wife  of  Lafayette  Tubb  and  lives  near 
Charlotte;  Isaiah  W.  died  in  infancy. 

In  his  early  manhood  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bishop  was  a 
Jeffersonian  Democrat,  following  the  example  and 
teachings  of  his  father.  Being  opposed  to  the 
extension  of  slavery  into  the  Territories,  he  was 
finally  obliged  to  sever  his  connection  with  the 
Democratic  party.  For  more  than  forty  years  he 
has  been  a  stanch  Prohibitionist,  being  opposed  to 
liquor  traffic  in  all  its  forms.  He  is  a  sincere  friend 
to  education  and  has  used  his  influence  to  advance 
the  standard  of  knowledge  and  encourage  the  peo- 
ple to  renewed  efforts  for  increasing  the  efficiency  of 
the  schools.  The  influence  that  he  has  exerted  on 
the  side  of  right  and  justice  and  the  good  he  has 
done  in  winning  souls  to  Christ  cannot  be  measured 
until  time  shall  cease,  but  enough  is  known  to  en- 
title him  to  genuine  and  hearty  respect. 


YRAM  A.  HANCE.  A  stranger  is  inva- 
riably impressed  with  the  appearance  of 
a  college  town,  the  air  of  thrift  and  refine- 
ment, the  absence  of  the  confusion  found 
in  a  city,  and  the  indications  of  culture  that  are 
met  on  every  side.  Nor  does  Olivet  present  an 
exception  to  the  general  rule,  for  the  beautiful 
streets  are  lined  with  elegant  residences  and  well- 
kept  lawns.  Among  the  pleasant  homes  is  that 
of  Mr.  Hance,  the  village  President;  this  commo- 
dious brick  residence  was  erected  in  1884  and 
occupies  a  fine  site  on  Yale  Street.  Mr.  Ilance  has 
been  a  citizen  of  Olivet  for  the  past  five  years,  and 
has  been  engaged  as  a  dealer  in  lumber,  also  boots 
and  shoes.  He  came  thither  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  for  his  children  collegiate  educations. 
With  everything  calculated  to  advance  the  inter- 
ests of  Olivet  he  is  identified.  Seeing  that  the 
village  is  sadly  in  need  of  a  railroad  he  organized 
the  Olivet  Railroad  Company,  becoming  its  Presi- 


dent and  raising  $15,000  bonus  for  a  road.  He 
and  others  interested  in  the  project  worked  hard 
with  the  Grand  Trunk  officials,  but  in  vain. 

Mr.  Hance  represents  the  eighth  generation  of 
the  family  in  America  and  traces  his  ancestry  to 
England.  His  paternal  grandfather  was  High  Sher- 
iff of  Calvert  County,  Md.,  under  King  George 
III.  Representatives  of  the  family  removed  from 
Maryland  to  New  York  in  the  early  part  of  the 
nineteenth  century  and  settled  in  Ontario  County, 
where  the  father  of  our  subject,  Samuel  Hance,  was 
born.  Upon  attaining  years  of  maturity  Samuel 
Hance  was  married  to  Sarah  Nash,  who  was  born 
in  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  and  whose  father,  Silas 
Nash,  served  in  the  War  of  1812.  The  ancestors 
of  the  family  for  many  generations  have  been 
farmers  and  Quakers  and  usually  attained  old  age. 
Thomas  Hance,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
reached  the  great  age  of  one  hundred  and  five 
years  and  according*  to  the  New  York  World  was 
the  oldest  voter  in  the  State. 

To  Samuel  Hance  and  his  good  wife  were  born 
three  children,  as  follows:  Ellen,  Myram  A.  our 
subject,  and  Maria.  The  two  oldest  were  born  in 
the  State  of  New  York  and  accompanied  their 
parents  to  Michigan  in  1843.  Upon  arriving  in 
this  State  Samuel  Hance  settled  at  Troy,  Oakland 
County,  where  he  engaged  in  farming.  He  was 
prospered  in  his  undertakings  and  acquired  a  com- 
petence by  the  exercise  of  unremitting  energy  and 
well-directed  toil.  After  a  brief  but  useful  career 
the  father  died  in  1866  at  the  age  of  forty-nine 
years.  The  mother  preceded  him  in  death,  pass- 
ing from  earth  in  1861,  at  the  age  of  forty-seven 
years. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  born  September  18, 
1841,  in  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  seven  miles  east 
of  Rochester.  His  early  life  was  passed  on  the 
home  farm  and  in  attendance  at  the  common 
schools.  He  also  attended  the  High  School  at  Flint, 
and  later  taught  three  years  in  Lapeer  and  Oakland 
Counties.  Although  quite  young  when  the  late 
war  broke  out  he  was  fired  with  enthusiasm  in  his 
country's  behalf  and  in  July,  1862,  enlisted  in 
Company  K,  Fourth  Michigan  Cavalry.  From 
Lapeer,  where  he  enlisted,  he  proceeded  with  his 
company    to   Detroit    wThere,  after  drilling  for  a 
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time,  they  left  for  Southern  battlefields  in  Septem- 
ber, 1862.  After  joining  in  the  Morgan  raid,  Mr. 
Hance  was  in  the  advance  at  Stone  River,  then  in 
the  spring  of  1863  they  engaged  in  skirmishing 
and  picket  duty  before  Murfreesboro.  On  June 
20  they  advanced  to  Winchester,  Tullahoma  and 
Shelby  ville,  where  a  horse  was  shot  from  under 
Mr.  Hance. 

Mr.  Hance  belonged  to  the  Fourth  Michigan 
Cavalry,  a  marvellously  skillful  and  active  regi- 
ment, which  has  the  honor  of  being  remembered 
in  history  as  the  regiment  that  captured  Jefferson 
Davis.  After  the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  in  which 
Mr.  Hance  participated  as  Sergeant,  he  served  on 
detached  duty,  taking  drafted  men  and  recruits  to 
the  front  and  having  his  headquarters  at  Detroit. 
In  1864  he  was  promoted  to  First  Sergeant,  and  as 
such  served  until  the  expiration  of  his  term  of 
enlistment.  When  peace  was  declared  our  subject 
returned  to  civic  pursuits,  and  feeling  the  need  of 
a  more  thorough  business  education  entered  Albion 
College,  where  he  took  a  business  course.  After  a 
brief  sojourn  in  Dansville,  Mich.,  as  clerk  in  the 
dry-goods  store  of  D.  L.  Grossman,  who  has  for 
many  years  been  Clerk  of  the  Legislature,  he  was 
asked  by  Mr.  Mayhew,  the  President  of  the  Busi- 
ness College  at  Albion,  to  accept  a  position  as 
teacher  in  the  college.  He  was  thus  occupied  one 
and  one-half  years  and  then  embarked  in  the  gen- 
eral merchandise  business  at  West  Bay  City,  Mich. 
The  following  year  he  removed  his  stock  of  goods 
to  Vermontville,  Mich.,  and  continued  there  eight 
years,  carrying  on  a  successful  business  and  be- 
coming well-to-do. 

We  next  find  Mr.  Hance  at  Belle vue,  Eaton 
County,  where  he  built  an  elevator  and  engaged  in 
buying  and  shipping  grain,  in  connection  with  his 
mercantile  business.  He  dates  his  arrival  in  Olivet 
from  1884,  when  he  established  himself  here  as  a 
dealer  in  lumber,  as  well  as  in  boots  and  shoes, 
and  erected  a  pleasant  family  residence  where  his 
wife  and  children  are  comfortably  domiciled.  The 
maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Myra  Buswell  and 
her  native  place  Grafton,  Vt.  She  was  teaching  in 
the  public  school  of  Albion  while  our  subject  was 
Professor  in  the  Business  College  at  that  town,  and 
the   friendship   there   formed    soon   ripened    into 


affection.  Mrs.  Hance  is  the  daughter  of  E.  B.  and 
Nancy  (Taylor)  Buswell,  and  is  a  lady  of  refine- 
ment and  culture  and  a  graduate  of  Brockport, 
(N.  Y.)  Seminary. 

The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hance,  which  was 
solemnized  September  1,  1868,  has  been  blessed  by 
the  birth  of  four  children,  as  follows:  Grace, 
Fanny,  George  and  Kate.  The  three  eldest  are 
attending  Olivet  College,  while  Kate  is  in  the  High 
School.  Socially  Mr.  Hance  is  a  member  of  the 
Lewis  Clark  Post,  No.  275,  G.  A.  R.,  and  in  politi- 
cal matters  is  now  independent,  but  formerly 
voted  the  Republican  ticket.  He  and  his  family 
are  members  of  the  Congregational  Church,  in 
which  he  is  Trustee.  Through  a  long  business 
career  Mr.  Hance  has  gained  the  esteem  of  a  large 
circle  of  acquaintances  and  his  strong  character 
and  upright  dealings  with  all  have  won  for  him 
a  host  of  friends,  not  only  among  the  G.  A.  R. 
fraternity,  but  throughout  the  social  and  business 
circles  of  the  county  and  State. 


WMLLIAM  BOATMAN.  Eaton  County  is 
the  home  of  a  large  number  of  enterpris- 
ing and  progressive  farmers,  whose  estates 
add  attractiveness  to  the  landscape,  being  marked 
by  first-class  improvements  and  the  air  of  order 
and  thrift  which  gives  one  unacquainted  with  farm 
life  a  good  idea  of  the  value  of  rural  property. 
Hamlin  Township  has  her  share  of  these  well-regu- 
lated farms  and  one  of  them  is  to  be  seen  on  sec- 
tion 16,  where  William  Boatman  has  for  some  time 
made  his  home.  This  gentleman  has  good  stand- 
ing among  those  of  his  own  calling  and  in  all  bus- 
iness circles  is  held  in  good  repute. 

The  natal  day  of  Mr.  Boatman  was  February  12, 
1834,  and  his  birthplace  Portage  County,  Ohio. 
There  he  studied  in  the  common  schools  and  under 
the  parental  roof  learned  useful  lessons  of  life  and 
its  duties  and  privileges.  In  his  twenty-first  year 
he  came  to  Eaton  County  and  here  he  has  continued 
to  reside,  industriously  pursuing  his  chosen  voca- 
tion and  quietly  discharging  the  duties  of  citizen- 
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ship.  His  political  allegiance  is  given  to  the 
Democratic  party  and  although  he  can  scarcely  be 
called  a  politician,  he  renders  his  associates  good 
service. 

In  1858  Mr.  Boatman  was  married  to  Miss  Mary 
Ann  Arnold,  youngest  child  of  Daniel  and  Eliza- 
beth (Friday)  Arnold.  The  other  members  of  the 
Arnold  family  are  Polly,  wife  of  Eli  Waters,  of 
Hamlin  Township;  John  a  resident  of  Michigan; 
Henry,  whose  home  is  in  Ohio;  Jacob,  of  Michigan  ; 
and  Elizabeth  now  living  in  Springport  and  the 
wife  of  Noah  Mathias,  her  first  husband  having 
been  Alfred  K.  Stone.  Mr.  Arnold  died  in  Summit 
County,  Ohio,  in  1847,  and  his  widow  came  to 
Eaton  County  in  1852.  She  subsequently  returned 
to  the  Buckeye  State  and  died  there  in  1854. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boatman  reared  four  children,  all 
of  whom  reside  in  Eaton  County.  Franklin  H., 
married  Emma  Smith ;  Jacob  L.  married  Miss 
Lovilla  J.  Bellman;  Susie  A.  is  the  wife  of  Warren 
A.  Raber;  and  Carrie  B.,  wife  of  Frank  J.  Rank. 
Jacob  and  Carrie  reside  in  Eaton  Rapids  and  Susie's 
home  is  in  Hamlin  Township. 


VILLIAM  A.  W^ELLS,  who  resides  on  sec- 
tion 33,  town  of  Sunfield,  #is  one  of  the 
wealthiest  farmers  in  Eaton  County.  With 
the  history  of  this  community  he  has  been  promi- 
nently identified  and  has  done  not  a  little  for  its 
advancement  and  progress.  The  position  which  he 
occupies  in  business  circles  well  entitles  him  to  a 
representation  in  this  volume.  He  was  born  in 
Marcellus,  Onondago  County,  N.  Y.,  January  1, 
1813,  and  is  the  only  survivor  of  a  family  of  six 
children  whose  parents  were  Augustus  and  Deborah 
(Converse)  Wells,  natives  of  Connecticut.  It  thus 
devolves  upon  our  subject  to  perpetuate  the  fam- 
ily history.  His  brothers  and  sisters  were  Orrin 
M.,  Priscilla,  Maria,  Russell  B.  and  James  R. 

William  A.  Wells  was  reared  under  the  pater- 
nal roof  in  Onondaga  County  N.  Y.,  and  received 
only  a  limited  education.  He  was  thrown  upon 
his  own  resources  at  an  early  date  in  his  existence 
and   by  working  by  the  month  and  year  provided 


for  his  support.  He  subsequently  learned  the  black- 
smith trade  which  he  followed  for  a  time.  Acting 
on  the  advice  of  Horace  Greelejr  he  came  West 
in  1840,  making  the  journey  from  New  York  to 
Detroit  by  water,  and  from  there  across  the  coun- 
try with  an  ox-team.  In  this  county  he  made  a 
claim  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land, 
settling  thereon  in  the  spring  of  1841.  There 
was  no  clearing  within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  his 
place  and  no  road  near  it,  but  all  was  in  a  primi- 
tive condition,  untouched  by  the  hand  of  man.  His 
first  house  was  a  shanty,  12x15  feet,  built  of  logs, 
and  the  only  board  in  the  whole  structure  was 
that  forming  the  door.  With  a  capital  of  $30  he 
began  life  on  the  Western  frontier  and  his  lot 
was  not  exempt  from  the  hardships  and  trials 
which  beset  the  path  of  the  pioneer.  After  seven 
years  his  cabin  home  was  replaced  by  a  substan- 
tial log  house.  As  time  passed,  acre  after  acre  of 
land  was  placed  under  the  plow  until  as  the  result 
of  his  own  labors  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
richly  cultivated  land  pay  tribute  to  the  care  and 
cultivation  he  bestows  upon  them,  while  an  addi- 
tional thirty-five  acres  is  also  comprised  within  the 
boundaries  of  his  farm.  His  progressive  and  enter- 
prising spirit  has  manifested  itself  throughout  all 
his  work.  He  and  his  brother,  Orrin  M.,  pur- 
chased the  first  threshing-machine  brought  to  the 
town  and  also  brought  the  first  mower  and  reaper, 
and  the  first  fanning- mill  and  windmill. 

On  the  20th  of  December,  1841,  Mr.  Wells 
wedded  Miss  Mary  Chptfield,  of  this  county,  who 
was  born  in  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  October  26, 
1822.  Her  parents,  Abram  and  Sarah  (Bixby) 
Chatfield,  came  to  Eaton  County  in  the  autumn  of 
1837,  and  located  in  Sunfield  where  the}7  died, 
both  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years.  Mrs.  Wells 
wras  one  of  the  first  white  women  who  came  to 
Sunfield  Township  and  her  home  has  been  in  the 
county  since  January  1,  1839.  She  is  in  every 
way  worthy  of  the  high  esteem  in  which  she  is 
held.  Her  hospitable  home  shows  marks  of  her 
care  and  culture  and  the  welcome  she  extends 
to  the  many  friends  of  the  family  has  made  the 
Wells'  house  a  favorite  resort  to  the  people  of  the 
community.  Six  children  have  been  born  to  our 
subject  and  his  wife — John,  the  eldest,  who  is  a 


304 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


farmer  of  Sunfield  Township,  married  Esther  Cole- 
man, by  whom  he  has  two  children — Mary  and 
Priseilla.  Ellen  M.  is  the  wife  of  Hollis  Y.  Pat- 
terson, of  Vermontville,  and  unto  them  have  been 
born  seven  children :  Cora,  Mary,  Henry,  Homer, 
Ruby,  Bernice  and  Jesse.  Palmer  H.  is  now  de- 
ceased. Eva  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  A.  Dale,  of 
Vermontville,  by  whom  she  had  six  children — 
Charles  W.,  Roy  H.,  Grace  E.,  Bertha,  Joseph  A. 
and  Leslie.  Frederick  L,  who  married  Miss  Idell 
Kenedy,  by  whom  he  has  one  child,  Perry,  is  a 
farmer  of  Vermontville.  William  R.,  who  wedded 
Cassie  Rawson,  of  Vermontville  Township,  is  now 
engaged  in  merchandising  in  Shaytown,  Mich. 

To  say  that  Mr.  Wells  has  succeeded  in  busi- 
ness hardly  expresses  the  excellent  prosperity  which 
has  crowned  his  efforts,  and  to  his  own  labors 
may  be  accredited  all  that  he  has  made.  Since 
coming  to  the  county  he  has  never  purchased  a 
bushel  of  grain  or  potatoes  except  for  seed ;  has 
never  paid  a  dollar's  interest  on  borrowed  money, 
does  not  owe  a  dollar;  nor  is  he  under  obligations 
to  any  man.  A  wealthy  citizen,  his  property  has 
been  acquired  through  the  legitimate  channels  of 
business  and  in  no  way  has  he  forfeited  the  con- 
fidence of  his  fellow-townsmen  in  his  business  in- 
tegrity. In  politics  he  was  first  a  Whig  and  now 
supports  the  Republican  party.  He  has  never  been 
connected  with  any  religious  denomination  or 
secret  organization. 


UILLIAM  O.  ROBERTS.  It  is  doubtful  if 
there  is  a  man  living  who  has  witnessed 
W^fJ  more  of  the  developing  process  in  Michi- 
gan than  Mr.  Roberts,  and  certainly  there  can  be 
but  few.  He  came  here  in  his  boyhood,  with  his 
parents  who  were  the  second  family  to  make  actual 
settlement  in  Jackson  County.  While  he  remained 
under  their  roof  he  participated  in  their  experi- 
ences and  when,  after  growing  to  manhood,  he 
came  to  Eaton  County  he  was  numbered  among  its 
pioneers,  the  date  of  his  settlement  in  Windsor 
Township  being  1856.     His  first  knowledge  of  this 


region  was  of  an  almost  untrodden  wilderness,  ex- 
cept as  the  forests  and  prairies  were  roamed  over 
by  Indians  and  wild  beasts.  The  night  was  made 
hideous  by  the  howling  of  wolves;  the  life  of  stock 
and  even  of  man  was  endangered  by  their  ferocity 
and  that  of  the  bears,  and  the  days  were,  at  the 
best,  spent  in  toilsome  endeavor  to  reclaim  the 
land  and  develop  its  resources. 

Samuel  and  Huldah  (Dewey)  Roberts,  natives  of 
Rutland  County,  Vt.,  made  their  home  in  Seneca 
County,  N.  Y.,  early  in  the  nineteenth  century. 
Thence  they  went  to  Niagara  County  and  finally, 
in  1829,  came  to  Michigan.  Mr.  Roberts  bought 
land  in  Sandstone  Township,  Jackson  County,  and 
established  his  family  theres  remaining  about  three 
years.  The  only  other  settler  in  the  county  was  a 
Mr.  Bennett,  who  was  located  where  the  city  of 
Jackson  now  stands.  Mr.  Roberts  removed  to 
Spring  Arbor  Township,  which  became  his  perma- 
nent home.  The  entire  State,  when  he  came  hither, 
did  not  contain  as  many  white  inhabitants  as  can 
now  be  found  in  Eaton  County  alone.  Mr.  Rob- 
erts was  a  sincere  Christian,  holding  to  the  Metho- 
dist faith,  and  he  assisted  in  organizing  the  first 
congregation,  which  for  several  years  held  its  meet- 
ings at  his  house.  He  was  a  local  preacher  or  ex- 
horted and  when  there  was  no  passing  missionary 
to  relieve  him,  he  dispensed  the  Gospel  to  the  as- 
sembled people.  He  preached  the  first  funeral  ser- 
mon in  Jackson  County.  He  and  his  wife  had  ten 
children,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy  and  five  in 
later  years.  The  survivors  are  Cornelius,  Samuel 
and  William  O. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Royalton,  Niagara 
County,  N.  Y.,  March  9,  1819,  and  was  in  his  elev- 
enth year  when  he  came  West.  His  early  education 
was  sadly  neglected,  as  there  were  no  schoolhouses 
in  Jackson  County,  where  he  grew  to  manhood. 
His  playmates  were  the  young  Indians,  with  whom 
he  soon  learned  to  converse  in  their  own  language. 
Like  his  respected  parents,  Mr.  Roberts  has  pur- 
sued a  straightforward  and  industrious  course  in 
life,  and  has  been  a  potent  factor  in  the  progress  of 
Eaton  County  towards  its  present  high  agricultural 
standing.  In  July,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  the  Twen- 
tieth Michigan  Infantry,  and  was  mustered  into 
Company  G,  at  Jackson.     He  served  with  honor 
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until  May  22,  1865,  when  he  was   mustered  out  at 
Washington,  D.  C. 

At  Spring  Arbor,  Jackson  County,  July  1,  1848, 
Mr.  Roberts  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Eliza 
Welch.  This  estimable  lady  is  a  daughter  of  Nel- 
son and  Sarah  (Olds)  Welch,  who  settled  in  Jack- 
son County  in  1833.  Mr.  Welch  was  born  June 
13,  1805,/and  Mrs.  ^Weieh  July  3,  1809.  The 
record  of  the  children  born  to  them  is  as  follows: 
Parthenia,  on  the  5th  of  July,  1829;  Eliza,  April 
20,  1830;  Amanda,  July  4,  1831;  Abigail,  Decem- 
ber 30,  1832;  Elinor,  March  3,  1834;  Caroline, 
January  20,  1836;  David,  June  5,  1837;  Sally, 
April  5,  1840.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roberts  have  seven 
living  children,  viz:  Frances  S.,  William  N.,  Charles 
0.,  Eliza  J.,  Lavonia,  Jennie  E.  and  Melvin  IT. 
The  oldest  is  the  wife  of  William  N.  Miller;  Eliza 
married  William  C.  Roberts;  Lavonia  married  John 
Sweet;  Jennie  E.  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Ferris. 

Until  recently  Mr.  Roberts  affiliated  with  the 
Republican  party,  but  he  now  classes  himself  as  a 
Liberal  or  Farmers'  Alliance  man.  In  canying  on 
his  life's  work  he  has  been  earnest  and  industrious, 
and  his  wife  has  been  a  valuable  assistant  in  the 
upbuilding  of  their  home. 

,  f %3^ y 

EY.  L.  E.  SPAFFORD.  After  more  than  | 
forty  years  of  earnest  and  active  work  in 
the  ministry  of  the  Baptist  Church  this 
^)  gentleman  has  been  obliged  to  cease  from 
his  labors  on  account  of  failing  health.  He  makes 
his  home  in  Bellevue,  Eaton  County,  where  he  has 
lived  long  enough  to  become  well  known,  and  where 
he  owns  a  good  property  consisting  of  fourteen  and 
a  quarter  acres  of  land  adjoining  the  corporation  in 
addition  to  his  fine  residence  in  the  village  of  Belle- 
vue. He  has  made  good  investments  and  prudently 
managed  his  financial  affairs,  so  that  now  he  is  abun- 
dantly able  to  surround  himself  with  all  the  com- 
forts and  even  luxuries  of  life,  and  to  contribute  to 
the  support  of  the  church  and  benevolent  enterprises 
as  he  desires.  Although  he  has  resigned  his  pastor- 
ate, he  is  more  frequently  called  upon  to  officiate  at 
weddings  and  funerals  than  any  other  minister  in 


the  country,  and  whether  advising  those  who  are 
entering  upon  a  new  phase  of  life,  or  comforting 
those  who  mourn,  his  words  are  well  chosen  and 
reach  the  heart. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were 
Jehiel  and  Phebe  (Jennings)  Spafford,  natives  of 
Connecticut,  and  the  latter  was  remarkable  for  her 
majestic  figure,  being  unusually  tail  and   well  pro- 
portioned. The  grandfather  was  a  mechanic  and  for 
some  years    manufactured    machines    of  different 
kinds.      He  was  an  early  settler  near  Lake  George, 
N.  Y.,  and  while  living  there  visited  Otsego  County, 
entering  wild  land  one  hundred  miles  from  his  home. 
The  next  spring  he  sent  his  son  Elijah,  the  father  of 
our  subject,  then  sixteen  years  old,  to  the  place  wilh 
an  ax  and  pack  and  $1  in  his  pocket,  the  journey 
being  made  on  foot.    When  within  nine  miles  of  his 
destination,   a   village  now   called   Cherry  Valley, 
N.    Y.,  he  sat   down    to  rest,    found    he   had   five 
shillings  left,    and  a  pack  peddler  coming  along 
Elijah  bought  a  pocket-book  for  two  shillings  and 
sixpence  and  put  the  balance  of  his  money  therein. 
He  went  on   to  a    house  within  a  mile    from    his 
father's  land  where  he  engaged  board,  the  baro-ain 
being  that  he   was  to  work  two  days  per  week  for 
it.     He  cut  the  first  tree  and  continued  the  clearing 
marking    his    path    by    blazing   trees,    and  during 
the  summer  put  up  a  log  house  and  got  in  a  piece  of 
grain.  He  had  everything  ready  for  the  family  in  the 
fall  and  continued  to  work  as  a  woodman,  becoming 
an  expert  in  chopping  and  following  that  occupation 
for  three  }fears. 

When  he  was  thirty  years  old  Elijah  Spafford 
became  the  owner  of  land  and  eventually  had  two 
farms.  The  morning  after  he  was  converted  he 
began  to  preach,  and  having  previous^  been  known 
as  the  ^-chopping  Spafford,"  on  account  of  his  un- 
beaten record  as  a  woodman,  he  now  earned  the 
title  of  the,uchopping  preacher."  He  remained  at 
the  place  where  he  began  to  speak  for  Christ  for 
twenty  years,  and  until  he  had  collected  together 
a  membership  of  one  hundred,  and  a  fine  house  of 
worship  had  been  built,  after  which  he  resigned. 
He  was  in  the  ministry  fifty-six  years  in  that  and 
adjoining  counties,  and  when  called  to  "come  up 
higher"  he  was  pastor  of  a  Baptist  Church  in  the 
township  of  Unadiila,  N.  Y.     He  was  ill   but  six 
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weeks  and  was  eighty-one  years  and  three  months 
old  when  he  breathed  his  last.  He  had  been  Mod- 
erator and  Chairman  of  more  religious  bodies  than 
any  other  man  in  the  county.  He  was  Major  in  a 
body  of  militia  that  was  called  out  during  the  War 
of  1812,  but  was  never  in  active  service. 

The  first  wife  of  the  Rev.  Elijah  Spafford  was 
Sophia  Drake,  by  whom  he  had  four  children.  The 
second  wife  was  Hannah  Drake,  a  sister  of  Sophia. 
By  this  union  three  children  were  born,  our  sub- 
ject being  the  only  son.  The  two  daughters  are 
deceased.  Hannah  Drake  was  born  in  Westford, 
Otsego  County,  N.  Y.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
Pierce  Drake,  a  native  of  Connecticut  and  an  early 
settler  in  New  York.  The  family  was  related  to  Sir 
Francis  Drake,  the  circumnavigator  of  the  globe. 
The  Spaffords  trace  their  line  back  to  John  Spafford, 
of  Yorkshire,  England,  who  came  to  Massachusetts 
two  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago.  L.  E.  Spafford 
was  born  June  28,  1828,  in  Otsego  County,  N.  Y., 
where  he  lived  on  a  farm  until  sixteen  years 
old.  He  had  the  advantages  of  the  common  schools, 
which  were  quite  good,  but  his  health  failing  he 
was  obliged  to  abandon  farming.  He  then  took  a 
course  of  studies  in  the  higher  schools  for  four  or 
five  years. 

At  the  age  of  twenty  years  Mr.  Spafford  began 
teaching  and  carried  on  the  work  two  years,  after 
which  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  ministry.  His 
first  charge  was  in  Westford,  N.  Y.,  where  he  re- 
sided a  year,  after  which  he  spent  six  years  in 
Worcester.  Following  this  he  was  four  years  at 
Louisville,  three  at  Green  and  six  at  Oxford,  N.  Y. 
At  the  latter  place  he  received  one  hundred  and 
twenty-three  new  members  into  the  church,  having 
one  hundred  converts  during  one  revival — the 
grandest  work  ever  done  in  the  county.  From  that 
point  the  Rev.  Mr.  Spafford  went  to  Castile,  where 
he  labored  two  years,  at  the  expiration  of  which 
time  he  accepted  a  call  from  the  theological  semi- 
nary connected  with  Madison  University,  N.  Y., 
becoming  one  of  the  secretaries,  and  traveling 
through  the  southern  part  of  the  State  for  a  year 
and  a  half  representing  the  institution. 

The  mother  of  Mr.  Spafford  becoming  deranged 
he  resigned  to  take  charge  of  her  and  cared  for  her 
six    months,  until   death    released  her.     He  then 


became  pastor  of  a  church  in  Belleville,  Jefferson 
County,  and  after  three  years  there  came  to  Michi- 
gan,with  the  intention  of  returning  to  the  East  after 
having  located  his  son.  He  however,  received  a  call 
from  Mason  City,  Ingham  County,  and  remained 
in  the  State  laboring  at  that  point  nearly  five  years. 
His  health  was  impaired  and  he  resigned,  taking 
instead  the  church  at  Bellevue,  where  his  labors 
would  not  be  so  onerous.  He  did  pastoral  work 
here  three  and  a  half  years,  then  retired,  although 
he  has  supplied  other  pulpits  on  numerous  occa- 
sions. 

The  marriage  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Spafford  and 
Miss  Jane  J.  Manning,  was  solemnized  in  Otsego 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  1851.  The  young  couple  were 
born  in  the  same  neighborhood  and  from  childhood 
had  been  acquainted.  The  bride  was  a  daughter 
of  Judson  and  Abi  (Northrup)  Manning,  and  was 
educated  in  a  ladies'  seminary  at  Albany,  after 
which  she  was  engaged  in  teaching.  The  union 
has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  two  children : 
Lysander  E.,  Jr.,  who  is  now  engaged  in  farming  in 
Bellevue  Township,  and  Jennie  Etta,  a  student  of 
Kalamazoo  College,  who  is  her  parents'  companion 
still.  Mr.  Spafford  votes  a  straight  Republican 
ticket,  has  been  a  delegate  to  conventions  and  ex- 
erts his  influence  for  the  principles  in  which  he 
believes.  He  and  his  wife  being  educated  and 
possessed  of  Christian  virtues,  exert  a  wide  power 
for  good  in  every  community  in  which  they  are 
known.  Their  friends  who  are  legion  will  be 
pleased  to  notice  their  lithographic  portraits  on 
another  page  of  this  volume. 


ELI  COOK  is  a  public-spirited  and  enterpris- 
ing member  of  the  farming  community  of 
Eaton  County,  who  has  devoted  his  life  to 
agricultural  pursuits  in  which  he  has  been  very  for- 
tunate and  is  the  proprietor  of  as  good  a  farm  as 
can  be  found  within  the  limits  of  Eaton  Township, 
his  homestead  being  located  on  section  34.  Mr. 
Cook,  on  both  sides  of  the  house,  is  of  German 
descent.  He  is  a  native  of  Richland  County,  Ohio, 
and  was  born  August  24,  1842.     He  is  the  son  of 
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Erastus  and  Eve  (Hilsinger)  Cook.  His  parents 
were  natives  of  the  Empire  State.  His  grandfather, 
Eli  Cook,  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812  and  his 
great-grandfather  fought  during  the  Revolutionary 
War. 

In  about  1854  Erastus  Cook  and  family  came 
from  Ohio  to  Eaton  County,  Mich.,  traveling  the 
entire  distance  by  ox-team  and  during  the  jour- 
ney of  about  two  weeks  duration  they  stopped  at 
farm  houses  and  hotels  when  night  overtook  them. 
When  he  arrived  in  Eaton  County  he  purchased 
land  in  Brookfield  Township,  on  section  3,  just 
across  from  where  our  subject  now  lives.  He  set- 
tled in  the  midst  of  the  wood,  first  clearing  a  small 
tract  where  he  built  a  log  cabin  of  about  24x26 
feet  in  dimensions,  and  proceeded  to  clear  his  land. 
He  and  his  wife,  like  all  settlers  in  a  wild  country, 
suffered  the  usual  hardships  of  such  a  life. 

P>astus  Cook  died  June  9,  1887,  his  wife  having 
preceded  him  to  the  silent  land  five  years  previous. 
They  were  the  parents  of  a  large  family  of  children, 
six  of  whom  now  reside  in  this  State:  Mary,  the 
widow  of  James  Woods,  residing  in  Charlotte; 
Henrietta,  who  married  E.  P.  Britten,  of  Eaton 
Rapids;  Martha,  the  wife  of  James  Umbarger,  a 
resident  of  Brookfield  Township;  Cordelia,  the 
wife  of  Joseph  Brazette,  is  residing  at  St.  Johns; 
Ann,  a  resident  of  the  same  place;  and  Viola  A., 
the  wife  of  Ezra  Huber,  who  lives  in  Eaton  Town- 
ship. Two  sisters,  Mrs.  Jane  Dunbar  and  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Holmes,  reside  at  Shelton,  Wash, ;  Ralph 
R.  lives  in  West  Branch;  Roxanna  is  the  young- 
est child  and  resides  at  St.  Johns,  Mich.  Only 
three  of  this  large  family  are  deceased,  two  having 
died  in  infancy,  and  Jay,  who  fell  while  serving  his 
country  in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion.  Erastus 
Cook  held  various  township  offices  of  trust  and 
responsibility  and  was  successful  financially,  leav- 
ing a  valuable  estate  at  his  death.  In  politics  he 
was  a  stanch  Republican  and  did  valuable  work  for 
his  party.  In  his  death  the  county  lost  one  of  its 
best  citizens. 

Eli  Cook,  of  whom  this  biography  is  written,  was 
reared  in  Eaton  County,  spending  his  early  days 
on  his  father's  farm,  helping  in  the  work  of  clear- 
ing until  he  grew  to  manhood.  He  received  his 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Richland  County, 


Ohio,  and  Eaton   County,   Mich.     Mr.  Cook  is  a 
well-informed  man,  which   information   he  has  ac- 
quired by  extensive  reading.     He  enlisted  January 
1,  1862,  in  Company  I,  Berdan's  First  United  States 
Sharp-Shooters.     This  company  became  a  part  of 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac  and  operated  with  Mc- 
Clellan,  Pope,  Hooker,  Burnside  and  Meade.     He 
participated    in    the   battles  of  Yorktown,    Gaines 
Mills,  Fair  Oaks,  Charles  City,  Cross  Roads,  Mal- 
vern Hill  and  Antietam.     He    followed    Burnside 
in  his  campaign  to  Fredericksburg,  Chanceliorville, 
Gettysburg,  Wapping  Heights,  on  the  Blue  Ridge 
Mountain,  Keller's  Ford,  Locust  Grove  and  Mine 
Run.     He  was  also  with  Grant  in   the   Wilderness, 
Spottsylvania,  North  Ann,  Cold    Harbor    and   the 
siege    of    Petersburg.     He    fought  also   in    many 
minor  engagements.      He  enliste  1  as  a  private  but 
was  promoted  to  the  rank   of  First   Orderly    Ser- 
geant.    On  account  of  having  contracted  a  disease 
which  incapacitates  him  for  hard  work  he    receives 
a  pension  of  $30  per  month.     During  a  part  of  the 
service  he  was  in  Company  K,  Fifth  Michigan,  but 
remained  with  the  regiment  only  a  short  time  serv- 
ing as  Orderly  Sergeant.     He    was   honorably   dis- 
charged January  5,  1865. 

The  company  in  which  Mr.  Cook  served  was 
made  up  of  one  hundred  selected  men.  There  were 
over  five  thousand  men  from  different  States  who 
applied,  but  could  not  pass  the  test  in  marksmanship. 
A  certain  score  had  to  be  made  from  ten  shots  fired, 
and  our  subject  was  one  of  the  one  hundred 
selected  men,  which  speaks  well  for  the  quality  of  his 
marksmanship.  He  was  one  of  the  men  who  were 
sent  out  to  discover  Longstreet's  position  at  Gettys- 
burg and  one-fifth  of  their  number,  one  hundred 
in  all,  was  lost  in  this  dangerous  undertaking. 

After  he  was  mustered  out  of  the  service  Mr. 
Cook  returned  to  Eaton  County  and  two  years 
afterward  was  united  in  marriage  with  Elizabeth 
French.  The  marriage  occurred  July  3.  1867. 
Mrs.  Cook  was  born  June  5,  1847,  in  Lincolnshire, 
England.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Mary  A. 
(Rich)  French,  both  natives  of  England.  Mrs. 
Cook  was  but  two  years  old  when  her  parents 
emigrated  to  America  and  settled  in  the  northern 
part  of  Ohio.  She  removed  from  Ohio  to  New 
Jersey,  and  resided  there  for  some  time.     Subse- 
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quently  she  removed  to  Eaton  County,  this  State, 
and  has  since  made  this  her  ^home.  The  children 
born  to  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cook  have 
been  three  in  number,  namely:  Martha  E.,  Charles 
J.  and  Mary  A. 

Mr.  Cook  owns  a  fine  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  on  which  are  found  excellent  substan- 
tial buildings,  and  with  all  other  things  to  match, 
making  it  one  of  the  best  farms  within  [the  limits 
of  Eaton  County.  Besides  farming"  he  raises  stock 
and  also  buys  and  sells  but  does  not  ship  any.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Republican  and  has  frequently  been 
selected  for  important  offices  but  would  not  accept. 
He  commemorates  his  long  and  glorious  army  rec- 
ord with  Post  No.  Ill,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Eaton  Rapids. 
Mr.  Cook  belongs  to  the  order  of  the  Comrades  of 
the  Battlefield.  The  qualification  in  order  to  be- 
come a  member  in  that  order  is  that  he  shall  have 
been  under  fire  of  rebel  shot  and  shell  for  at  least 
ninety  days,  and  Mr.  Cook  fills  that  requirement. 
Mrs.  Cook  is  a  charter  member  of  the  Relief  Corps, 
No.  38,  Eaton  Rapids. 

Mrs.  Cook  owns  a  farm  of  forty  acres  which  is 
situated  on  the  best  land  in  Eaton  Township.  Mr. 
Cook  is  a  typical  representative  of  the  progressive 
agriculturist  and  by  his  integrity  and  unimpeach- 
able character  enjoys  the  full  confidence  of  the 
community.  He  and  his  wife  are  both  prominent 
members  in  the  social  circles  of  the  place  in  which 
they  live.  Mr.  Cook's  military  and  civil  record  is 
highly  honorable,  and  we  are  pleased  to  give  this 
brief  pen  picture  of  it  in  this  work. 


ANIEL  HUBER.  Many  of  the  farmers 
of  Eaton  County  are  men  who  began  the 
labors  of  life  with  no  means,  and  who 
have  won  success  by  the  earnestness  with 
which  they  have  pursued  their  calling  and  the  pru- 
dence with  which  they  have  managed  their  outlays. 
One  of  this  number  is  Daniel  Huber,  whose  home  is 
in  Carmel  Township,  his  property  there  consisting  of 
sixty  acres  of  well-developed  land,  with  a  sub- 
stantial farm  house,  barns,  granaries,  etc.  The  place 


is  well  supplied  with  farm  machinery  and  stocked 
with  domestic  animals  of  good  breeds  and  grades. 
In  addition  to  this  farm  Mr.  Huber  owns  six  acres 
within  the  corporation  limits  of  Charlotte. 

Anthony  Huber,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Germany  October  19,  1797,  and  emigrated  when 
a  young  man,  establishing  his  home  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. He  subsequently  removed  to  Ohio  and  died 
in  Seneca  County  June  17,  1853.  He  was  a  mill- 
wright by  trade  but  carried  on  farming  also.  His 
wife,  Elizabeth  Gulmire,  was  born  in  Germany 
January  3,  1809,  and  died  in  Ohio  September  5, 
1859.  Their  family  included  nine  children,  seven 
of  whom  survive.  The  son  of  whom  we  write 
was  born  in  Seneca  County,  Ohio,  May  3,  1844, 
and  from  his  earl}-  years  was  accustomed  to  farm 
life,  in  the  labors  of  which  he  was  obliged  to  take 
a  part  from  his  ninth  year,  when  he  lost  his  father. 
He  received  a  common  school  education  in  the  dis- 
trict school,  but  much  of  his  knowledge  of  the 
world's  events  and  of  practical  science  has  been 
gained  by  personal  study  and  experience. 

When  but  eighteen  years  old  Mr.  Huber  entered 
the  Union  army  as  a  private  in  Company  I,  One 
Hundred  and  First  Ohio  Infantry,  the  date 
of  his  enlistment  being  August  15,  1862.  The 
first  great  battle  in  which  he  took  part  was  the 
terrible  contest  at  Perry ville,  and  he  afterward 
fought  at  Stone  River,  Chickamauga,  Jonesboro, 
Franklin,  Nashville  and  Kenesaw  Mountain,  and 
all  through  the  Atlanta  compaign.  At  Kenesaw  a 
shell  grazed  his  head  greatly  affecting  his  hearing 
and  causing  him  serious  trouble  for  some  time. 
Exposure  and  hardship  made  him  ill  and  it  was 
necessary  for  him  to  spend  some  time  in  various 
hospitals.  At  Nashville,  June  12,  1865,  he  was 
mustered  out,  and  being  sent  North,  received  his 
discharge  at  Cleveland,  Ohio.  He  is  one  of  that 
immense  number  who  faithfully  discharged  the 
duties  they  were  called  upon  to  take  up,  regarding 
their  dangers  and  trials  of  but  little  moment  com- 
pared to  the  safety  of  the  nation. 

After  the  war  Mr.  Huber  returned  to  his  old  home 
where  he  worked  by  the  month  on  a  farm,  being 
employed  by  one  man  three  years.  He  then  went 
to  milling  at  Greene  Springs,  Ohio,  but  after  fol- 
lowing the  business  three  years  re-entered  the  em- 
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ploy  of  the  farmer  for  whom  he  had  previously 
worked  and  spent  another  three  years  with  him.  In 
1875  he  came  to  Michigan  and  bought  land  on 
which  he  has  continued  to  live.  In  a  quiet  way  he 
has  conducted  his  affairs,  increasing  the  value  of 
his  property,  making  itproductive  of  a  satisfactory 
income,  and  a  fit  habitation  for  his  family.  In  his 
political  views  he  is  a  Republican  and  it  is  scarcely 
necessary  to  say  that  he  is  identified  with  a  Grand 
Army  Post. 

The  lady  who  has  charge  of  the  domestic  affairs 
at  Mr.  Ruber's  home,  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Henrietta  Young  and  was  born  in  Maryland  June 
27,  1845.  She  became  the  wife  of  our  subject 
March  20,  1868,  and  their  happy  union  has  been 
blest  to  them  by  the  birth  of  six  children,  named 
respectively,  Jesse,  Willie,  Allie,  Charles  D.,  Frank 
and  Lester.  It  has  been  the  aim  of  the  parents  to 
fit  their  children  for  usefulness  by  training  them  to 
industrious  habits,  and  giving  them  good  schooling 
and  instruction  in  right  principles.  Mr.  Huber  and 
his  estimable  wife  belong  to  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  and  govern  their  lives  according  to 
the  tenets  of  *their  faith. 

On  another  page  of  this  volume  the  reader  will 
notice  a  lithographic  view  of  the  fine  homestead  of 
Mr.  Huber. 


^.,  BRAHAM  GAULT.  Among  the  promi- 
((^ZLdl  nent  farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  Eaton 
Township,  Eaton  County,  none  deserve  a 
more  prominent  place  than  the  gentleman 
whose  name  opens  this  sketch.  He  is  a  native  of 
Fayette  County,  Pa.,  and  was  born  December  20, 
1818,  and  is  the  son  of  Richard  and  Catherine 
(Baer)  Gault,  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  His  pater- 
nal ancestors  were  of  Irish  descent  and  his  father 
was  reared  in  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  but  the  place 
of  his  birth  is  not  known. 

Abraham  Gault  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his 
native  State  and  from  his  early  boyhood  engaged 
in  farming.  In  his  younger  years  he  attended 
school  during  the  winter  months  and  assisted  his 
father  on  the  farm  during  the  vacations.  The  school 


he  attended  was  a  subscription  one  held  in  a  log 
cabin  and  afforded  no  better  educational  advan- 
tages than  those  of  that  pioneer  time.  His  father 
was  a  weaver  for  a  period  of  thirty  years  in  Penn- 
sylvania, where  he  afterward  settled  on  a  farm. 
Mr.  Gault  has  added  to  his  limited  early  education 
extensively  by  reading. 

He  was  first  married  in  Pennsylvania  to  Eliza- 
beth Hendricks  who  bore  him  two  children,  Josiah 
and  Elizabeth,  both  now  deceased.  He  was  again 
married  May  2,  1844,  to  Mrs.  Sarah  Cane,  widow 
of  Jacob  Cane,  of  Fayette  County,  Pa.  Mrs.  Gault 
was  a  native  of  the  same  county  and  was  born  No- 
vember 16,  1817,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Jacob  and 
Christina  Shank.  Her  parents  were  natives  of 
Pennsylvania.  By  her  first  marriage  she  had  one 
daughter — Elizabeth,  now  deceased.  By  her  sec- 
ond marriage  she  is  the  mother  of  seven  children, 
six  living:  Henry,  George,  Catherine,  (wife  of 
William  Little),  Calvin,  John,  and  Melissa  (wife  of 
S.  Cheney)  of  Hancock  County,  Ohio.  Emily  is 
the  name  of  the  one  deceased. 

After  his  marriage  with  his  present  wife  Mr. 
Gault  resided  for  a  time  in  Fayette  County,  Pa., 
and  subsequently  removed  to  Wayne  County,  Ohio, 
and  from  there  to  Putnam  County,  Ohio,  remaining 
in  each  place  but  a  short  time.  Following  this 
period  he  resided  in  Hancock  County,  Ohio,  for  a 
quarter  of  a  century.  In  1881  during  the  summer, 
he  came  to  Michigan  with  his  family  and  settled  in 
Eaton  County,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He 
owns  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  good  land, 
which  is  fairly  well  improved.  During  the  season 
of  1890  he  sold  $400  worth  of  beans,  raised  on  ten 
acres  of  ground.  That  was  an  average  of  twenty- 
five  bushels  per  acre.  Mr.  Gault  has  been  ably 
assisted  by  his  wife  to  bring  their  farm  to  its  pres- 
ent state  of  prosperity.  He  and  his  estimable  wife 
are  both  members  of  the  United  Brethren  Church 
at  Charlotte,  and  Mr.  Gault  officiates  as  one  of  the 
Trustees  of  that  society.  While  residing  in  Ohio 
and  Pennsylvania  he  served  as  Class  Leader  and 
Steward  in  the  same  denomination.  Mr.  Gault  is  a 
Prohibitionist  in  politics  and  an  advocate  of  all 
measures  of  reform,  and  firmly  believes  the  princi- 
ples of  his  party  to  be  those  that  will  best  advance 
the  interests  of  our  country.     Mrs,  Gault,  the  wife 
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of  our  subject,  is  one  of  the  moving  spirits  in  the 
work  of  the  Ladies  Aid  Society.  Their  son,  Calvin 
Gault,  wife  and  child  reside  on  the  farm  with 
them.  Calvin,  like  his  father,  casts  his  vote  with 
the  Prohibition  party.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gault  are 
well  and  favorably  known  in  the  township  and 
enjoy  an  extended  acquaintance. 


J^pf  G.  BUTLER,  proprietor  of  the  National 
@/-J|  Lime  Works  at  Bellevue,  is  one  of  the  lead- 
ing and  most  public  spirited  men  of  the 
place.  He  runs  three  lime  kilns,  employing 
from  fifteen  to  twenty  men,  and  has  considerably  in- 
creased the  business  since  he  took  hold  of  it.  It  is 
the  oldest  industry  at  Bellvue  and  has  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  been  one  of  the  most  important.  An 
average  of  one  thousand  bushels  per  day  is  burned 
and  extensive  shipments  are  made  to  Indiana  and 
Illinois,  as  well  as  points  in  this  State.  The  works 
are  located  on  the  Chicago  &  Grand  Trunk  Rail- 
road and  have  all  the  conveniences,  the  fires  being 
made  with  crude  petroleum.  In  addition  to  this 
industry  Mr.  Butler  buys  wool,  handling  one  hun- 
dred thousand  pounds  yearly — a  larger  amount 
than  any  other  dealer  here;  he  also  deals  in  grain, 
having  a  large  elevator  for  that  special  purpose. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  Col. 
Samuel  Butler  of  the  War  of  1812.  He  was  born 
in  New  York  and  was  a  tanner  and  currier  by  trade 
and  he  also  carried  on  large  farming  and  lumber- 
ing enterprises.  He  came  to  Michigan  in  1835,  and 
settled  on  a  farm  in  Tekonsha  Township,  Calhoun 
County,  but  later  retired  to  Marshall,  where  he 
breathed  his  last.  His  son  Edward,  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Deposit,  N.  Y.,  and  reared  in 
his  native  State.  He  was  married  in  Delaware  County 
to  Dency  J.  Gates,  who  was  born  in  the  Catskil]  re- 
gion and  was  a  daughter  of  Amos  W.  Gates,  he 
being  a  nephew  of  Gen.  Gates  of  Revolutionary 
fame.  Miss.  Gates  was  well  educated  and  was  in 
her  early  life  a  successful  teacher. 

Directly  after  his  marriage  Edward  Butler 
bought  a  stock  of  general  merchandise  in  New  York, 
shipping  his  goods  by  Erie  Canal  to  Buffalo,  then 


by  lake  to  Detroit,  then  by  teams  to  Marshall.  He 
opened  a  small  store  and  continued  in  business  for 
many  years,  his  trade  increasing  until  it  became 
very  extensive  for  a  town  like  Marshall.  When 
the  war  broke  out  he  sold  his  stock  and  began  deal- 
ing  in  wool  with  his  son  as  partner,  the  firm  being 
known  as  A.  G.  Butler  &  Co.  They  were  the 
principal  wool  buyers  in  Calhoun  and  Wyoming 
Counties,  their  purchases  amounting  to  eight  hun- 
dred thousand  pounds.  In  1868  the  partnership  was 
dissolved  and  the  elder  Butler  continued  the  busi- 
ness alone  until  he  retired  to  private  life.  He  had 
also  been  engaged  in  money-loaning  for  some  years 
and  built  an  elegant  residence  in  Marshall  where  he 
died  in  1882.  He  was  the  first  President  of  that 
town  and  held  the  position  and  that  of  Village 
Clerk  for  years.  He  was  instrumental  in  organ- 
izing the  village  and  ever  took  a  deep  interest  in 
its  prosperity.  He  was  an  active  Republican  and 
a  Class-Leader  in  the  Methodist  p]piscopai  Church. 
His  widow  still  survives,  making  her  home  in 
Hastings,  with  her  daughter  Mrs.  Greble. 

Of  the  four  living  children  of  the  couple  above 
mentioned,  he  of  whom  we  write  is  the  eldest.  He 
was  born  in  Marshall,  August  15,  1841,  and  after 
attending  the  common  school  entered  a  private  sem- 
inary. When  seventeen  years  of  age  he  took  his 
place  among  the  students  of  Albion  College,  which 
he  attended  several  terms.  He  was  twenty  years 
old  when  he  became  his  father's  partner  in  the  wool 
business,  and  he  bought  in  different  places  their 
trade  centering  in  Marshall.  In  1868,  when  the 
partnership  was  disolved,  he  went  to  Detroit  and 
embarked  in  the  sale  of  general  produce,  and  his 
former  trade,  in  partnership  with  ex-State  Treas- 
urer, Silas  M.  Holmes.  In  1870  Mr.  Butler  went 
to  New  York  City  where  for  two  years  he  was  very 
prosperous  as  a  wool  dealer. 

We  next  find  Mr.  Butler  located  in  Chicago,  and 
soon  numbered  among  the  successful  members  of 
the  Board  of  Trade.  In  the  Garden  Cit3r  he  re- 
mained about  ten  years  when,  having  become  in- 
terested in  the  lime  works  at  Bellevue,  he  decided  to 
remove  hither  or  at  least  to  the  vicinity.  He  spent 
two  years  in  Marshall,  then  made  a  permanent  loca- 
tion in  Bellevue  and  took  personal  control  of  the 
lime  works.     He  has  seventy  acres  of  land  within 
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the  city  limits.  He  keeps  fine  horses,  and  his  dwell- 
ing is  one  of  the  best  in  the  county,  well  furnished 
and  showing  good  taste  and  a  desire  to  enjoy  all 
that  is  best  in  life.  The  library  is  well  filled  with 
standard  literature  and  the  appearance  of  the  vol- 
umes indicate  that  they  are  for  use  rather  than 
ornament.  While  living  in  Chicago  Mr.  Butler 
exported  American  bread-stuffs  and  provisions  and 
he  made  two  trips  to  Europe  combining  business 
with  pleasure  and  visiting  the  British  Isles  and  the 
Continent. 

In  Marshall  December  6,  1865,  Mr.  Butler  was 
married  to  Miss  Lavinia  M.  Balch.  This  lady  stud- 
ied in  seminaries  at  Marshall  and  Detroit  and  fin- 
ished her  education  at  Packer  Institute,  N.  Y.  Cul- 
tured, refined,  and  possessing  an  amiable  character, 
she  had  a  great  influence  over  her  own  family  in 
molding  their  minds  and  characters  and  her  power 
extended  beyond  the  walls  of  her  home.  She  died 
in  July,  1887,  leaving  eight  children.  Of  these  the 
eldest  is  Grace  D.,  who  was  educated  in  Olivet 
College  and  is  the  wife  of  H.  T.  Crawford,  train 
de^patcher  on  the  Grand  Trunk  Railroad  at  Battle 
Creek;  the  second,  Maynard,  attended  Olivet  Col- 
lege three  years,  then  studied  law  until  admitted  to 
the  bar,  and  is  now  practicing  in  Grand  Rapids; 
Josephine,  the  second  daughter,  was  at  Olivet  when 
her  mother  was  stricken  by  her  last  illness  and  was 
obliged  to  give  up  her  studies.  She  is  now  taking 
her  mother's  place  to  the  younger  members  of  the 
family  and  giving  careful  thought  to  her  father's 
comfort.  She  possesses  an  estimable  character,  re- 
fined tastes,  and  is  nobly  carrying  on  the  work 
which  she  has  set  herself  to  do.  The  younger  mem- 
bers of  the  family  circle  are  Florence,  Samuel. 
A.  G.,  Jr.,  Hazel  A.,  and  Lavinia  M.,  who  are  at- 
tending Bellevue  High  School.  They  are  unusually 
well-informed  and  their  father  may  well  be  grat- 
ified with  their  attainments. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Butler  was  Jeremiah  O.  Balch, 
a  native  of  New  York  and  a  resident  of  Lyons, 
N.  Y.,  for  some  time.  He  located  in  Marshall,  this 
State,  early  in  its  upbuilding  but  spent  his  last 
days  in  Chicago,  passing  away  at  the  venerable 
a<*e  of  ninety-six  years.  He  was  a  merchant  in 
the  Empire  State  and  was  a  member  of  the  Legis- 
lature there.     He  was  a  talented  writer,  and  edited 


various  papers  giving  a  number  of  years  to  news- 
paper work.  He  held  the  office  of  United  States 
Marshal  at  one  time. 

Mr.  Butler  has  been  President  of  Bellevue  three 
terms  and  also  Township  Supervisor.  He  has 
been  a  delegate  to  the  county  and  State  con- 
ventions of  the  Republican  party,  with  the  princi- 
ples of  which  he  is  in  thorough  sympathy.  In  every 
business  undertaken  by  himself  he  had  proved  suc- 
cessful, and  that  which  he  now  carries  on  is  one  of 
the  largest  industries  in  the  county,  and  the  largest 
of  its  kind  in  the  State.  His  varied  experiences 
and  extended  observations  have  produced  their 
effect  upon  his  mind,  and  his  mental  powers  com- 
bined with  a  cordial,  genial  manner,  make  friends 
for  him  wherever  he  goes  and  ensure  his  popularity 
when  he  becomes  well  known. 


EV.  STEPHEN  FERGUSON.  The  home 
of  the  Rev.  Stephen  Ferguson  is  in  Carmel 
Township/Eaton  County,  on  a  sixty-acre 
tract  of  land,  in  the  management  of  which 
he  finds  relief  from  the  confinement  of  study  and 
the  ardor  of  ministerial  work.  He  has  long  been 
a  laborer  in  the  Master's  vineyard  and  is  one  of  the 
most  zealous  of  Christian  workers,  widely-known 
and  highly  respected  as  an  able  expounder  of 
Christian  principles  and  generallv  liked  for  his 
pleasing  qualities  as  a  neighbor  and  citizen.  He 
may  well  be  called  a  self-made  man,  as  he  started 
out  in  life  for  himself  when  but  sixteen  years  old, 
and  followed  various  occupations  while  acquiring 
the  education  that  would  fit  him  for  the  ministry. 
He  has  been  a  close  student  and  still  retains  the 
habit  of  study,  giving  due  thought  to  all  moral 
problems  and  the  later  discoveries  which  have 
a  bearing  upon  the  truth  of  nature  and  revelation. 
Mr.  Ferguson  is  a  son  of  John  and  Susan  (Hill- 
man)  Ferguson,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  the 
Empire  State.  The  former  was  born  July  2,  1791, 
and  died  May  25,  1862.  He  breathed  his  last  in 
this  State  in  which  he  had  lived  two  years.  His 
occupation  was  farming  and  amid  the  surroundings 
of  rural  life    his  son   Stephen   spent   bis  boyhood 
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and  youth.  Mr.  Ferguson  fought  in  the  War 
of  1812  and  took  part  in  several  well-known 
battles.  His  fatter,  Gilbert  Ferguson,  a  native 
of  Connecticut,  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier  and 
received  a  wound  which  permanently  crippled 
him.  He  died  in  1847  in  New  York  where 
he  owned  a  farm.  He  was  an  office-holder  and 
did  much  public  business.  The  grandmother 
of  our  subject  was  the  daughter  of  a  seafaring  man 
who  was  born  in  Martha's  Vineyard;  she  died  in 
New  York  in  18,59,  leaving  four  children,  all  de- 
ceased. 

The  birthplace  of  Eider  Ferguson  was  Oswego 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  his  natal  day  March  2,  1831. 
He  received  a  district-school  education  and  in  his 
thirteenth  year  began  working  by  the  month,  his 
first  wages  being  $3.  He  did  carpenter's  work, 
brick  masonry  and  other  things,  being  ready  to 
turn  his  hand  to  any  honest  employment  by  which 
he  could  secure  a  maintenance.  He  came  to  Mich- 
igan in  the  '50s,  and  made  his  settlement  in  Liv- 
ingston County,  where  he  entered  upon  the  minis- 
try in  1862,  when  thirty-one  years  old.  His  field 
has  been  mostly  in  the  western  part  of  the  State 
and  he  has  traveled  various  circuits  for  twenty- 
six  years.  He  is  still  in  the  regular  itineracy  but 
is  now  taking  a  vacation  on  account  of  ill  health. 
He  was  elected  as  Elder  in  1874  and  after  four 
years  was  again  elected  to  preside  over  a  district 
and  still  again  given  the  same  honor. 

Miss  Catherine  Lasher,  who  was  born  in  Fulton 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  1829,  became  the  wife  of  Elder 
Ferguson  March  1,  1852.  She  has  become  the 
mother  of  three  children  who  aie  named  John  J., 
Mary  E.  and  Sarah  N.  The  son  is  engaged  in 
farming  in  Eaton  County.  Mrs.  Ferguson  looks 
well  to  the  ways  of  her  household,  dispkvys  the  hos- 
pitality that  is  called  for  by  her  position  in  a  kindly 
and  cordial  spirit,  and  as  far  as  possible  encourages 
and  supports  her  husband  in  his  work. 

Every  official  station  in  the  Conference  to  which 
Elder  Ferguson  belongs  has  been  held  by  him  and 
he  is  prominent  in  the  councils  of  that  body.  In 
his  earlier  years  he  belonged  to  the  Republican 
party,  but  since  1872  he  has  cast  his  influence  on 
the  side  of  prohibition.  He  has  delivered  many 
speeches  and  lectures  on  the  liquor  question  and  ar- 


dently advocates  the  measures  which  have  given 
their  name  to  the  third  party.  He  is  plain  and 
outspoken  in  his  expressions  on  this  subject,  as  on 
every  question,  but  never  forgets  that  the  sin  and 
the  sinner  are  distinct  and  that  charity  is  a  prime 
Christian  virtue.  He  is  especially  well  spoken  of 
by  his  brethren  of  the  United  Brethren  Church, 
and  his  honesty  of  purpose  and  purity  of  life  are 
known  to  all  among  whom   he  moves. 

pf  NTHONY  BL ATT  is  engaged  in  the  occu- 
ILM  pation  of  farming  and  stock-raising,  and 
resides  on  section  12,  Eaton  Township.  He 
is  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  born  in  Mahoning 
County,  December  25,  1836.  He  is  the  son  of 
John  and  Lydia  (Witherstine)  Blatt.  His  parents 
were  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  respectively. 
His  ancestors  on  both  sides  of  the  house  were  na- 
tives of  Germany.  He  is  the  second  son  of  iiis 
father's  family,  and  was  reared  in  his  native  county 
until  twenty  years  of  age.  His  parents  were  among 
the  early  settlers  of  that  State. 

In  his  twenty-first  year  Mr.  Blatt  removed  with 
his  parents  to  Wood  County,  Ohio.  He  attended 
the  subscription  and  district  schools  of  that  State, 
but  received  a  limited  education,  owing  to  the 
poor  advantages  of  the  schools  of  that  early  period. 
He  was  married  in  Ohio,  April  9,  1859,  to  Mies 
Louisa  Klingensmith,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania. 
Mrs.  Blatt  was  the  daughter  of  Michael  and  Cath- 
erine Klingensmith,  of  Bloom  Township,  Wood 
County. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blatt  were  born  twelve  children, 
nine  of  whom  are  still  living,  namely  :  Illiad,  Cyril, 
Cornelia,  the  wife  of  William  Henry,  Emory  S., 
Wallace,  Lucretia,  John,  Jennie,  and  Louisa.  One 
child  died  in  infancy.  The  names  of  the  other  de- 
ceased children  were  Cora  and  Rufus.  In  1868, 
our  subject  brought  his  family  from  Wood  County, 
Ohio,  to  Michigan  and  purchased  the  northeastern 
quarter  of  section  12, Eaton  Township,  Eaton  County 
and  lived  there  for  several  years.  He  subsequently 
pui chased  the  southwestern  quarter  of  section  12, 
where  he  now  resides.     He  is  the  owner  of  eighty- 
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six  acres  of  good  land,  all  of  which  with  the  excep- 
tion of  six  acres  is  under  cultivation.  He  has  a 
substantial  house  and  barn,  and  everything  on  the 
farm  to  match  and  it  may  be  said  without  exagger- 
ation to  be  the  best  farm  in  Eaton  County.  Mrs. 
Blatt  died  April  19,  1879,  at  the  old  homestead. 
Mr.  Blatt  was  married  to  his  present  wife  May  10, 
1880.  Her  name  was  Mrs.  Sarah  Rovston — her 
maiden  name  was  Miller. 

Mr.  Blatt  takes  an  active  and  prominent  part  in 
the  work  of  the  township,  and  is  especially  inter- 
ested in  educational  matters.  He  has  for  some 
time  served  as  School  Director.  Although  not 
identified  by  membership  with  any  church,  yet  he 
always  lends  his  hearty  support  to  the  advancement 
of  all  religious  denominations.  In  political  affairs 
he  adheres  to  the  Democratic  party.  Mr.  Blatt  is 
comparatively  a  young  man  but  he  holds  an  hon- 
orable place  among  the  farmers  of  the  township. 
The  attainment  of  this  high  position  is  in  part  due 
to  the  help  of  his  wife  who  is  a  highly  intelligent 
lady,  and  much  of  his  past  and  present  prosperity 
are  due  to  her  counsels.  He  and  his  wife  have  a 
large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances  to  whom 
they  delight  in  extending  the  hospitalities  of  their 
cozy  home. 


'OHN  A.  BAUGHMAN,  M.  D.,  a  practicing 
physician  and  specialist  of  Woodland,  Barry 
County,  is  widely-  and  favorably  known 
((j|g//  throughout  this  community,  both  in  his  pro- 
fessional character  and  as  a  private  citizen.  We  are 
pleased  to  present  in  this  volume  his  portrait  and 
a  brief  sketch  of  his  life.  A  native  of  Ohio,  he 
was  born  in  Doylestown,  Wayne  Count}',  March 
10,  1856,  and  traces  his  ancestry  back  through 
several  generations  to  a  member  of  the  Baughman 
family  who  left  his  native  land,  Germany,  and 
came  to  America,  settling  in  Pennsylvania  about 
the  time  of  the  Revolutionary  War.  This  was  the 
great-grandfather  of  our  subject. 

Paul  Baughman,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject 
was  born  in  the  Keystone  State  and  was  a  wagon- 
maker  by  trade,  but  also  engaged  in  farming.  He 
removed  to  Medina  County,  Ohio,  about  1828,  but 


soon  afterward  went  to  Wayne  County,  where  he 
cleared  and  improved  eighty  acres  of  land  and  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  wagon-making  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  at  the  age  of  seventy  years. 
Israel  Baughman,  father  of  the  Doctor,  was  born  in 
Lehigh  County,  Pa.,  and  also  followed  the  two 
pursuits  of  wagon -making  and  farming,  employ- 
ing a  number  of  men.  He  made  man}'  of  the 
wagons  used  in  that  section  of  the  country  in  the 
early  days  and  also  owned  and  operated  a  sawmill 
for  a  number  of  years.  He  had  one  of  the  finest 
stock  farms  in  Wayne  County,  consisting  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  which  were  buildings 
valued  at  $7,000. 

The  improved  condition  of  the  place  and  its  fer- 
tility were  such  that  the  farm  sold  for  $105  per 
acre.  Considering  the  fact  that  Mr.  Baughman 
began  life  on  his  own  account  with  only  $10  in  his 
pocket,  we  can  but  wonder  at  his  success,  yet  it 
was  due  entirely  to  his  own  energy  and  perse ver- 
ance.  He  died  January,  1 886,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
four  years.  He  was  a  member  of  the  German 
Reformed  Church  and  a  Democrat  in  politics,  yet 
not  a  strong  partisan  as  he  voted  for  Abraham 
Lincoln.  He  married  Anna  Weygandt,  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  a  daughter  of  a  Lutheran 
preacher  who  settled  in  Wayne  County,  Ohio, 
about  1828.  He  did  a  great  deal  to  establish  the 
doctrine  of  his  church  throughout  that  county  in 
pioneer  days  and  was  an  indefatigable  worker  for 
the  cause,  traveling  from  place  to  place  on  horse- 
back and  preaching  to  the  people,  although  receiv- 
ing very  little  remuneration  for  his  services.  He 
died  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years  while  still  ac- 
tively engaged  in  gospel  work.  Mrs.  Baughman, 
mother  of  our  subject,  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church  and  is  living  in  Wayne  County,  at  the  age 
of  sixty-eight  years. 

Our  subject  was  one  of  live  children,  four  of 
whom  grew  to  maturity.  He  attended  the  district 
schools  of  his  native  county  and  completed  his 
literary  education  by  a  two  years  course  of  study 
in  the  University  of  Wooster,  Ohio.  In  1876  he 
began  the  study  of  medicine  and  has  been  one  of 
the  most  studious  and  successful  members  of  the 
profession,  as  the  people  of  Woodland  and  vicinity 
can  testify.     With  that  energy   and    thoroughness 
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which  has  characterized  his  life  he  began  his  prepar- 
ations and  attended  three  courses  of  lectures  at 
Bellevue  Hospital  in  New  York  City,  after  which 
he  was  graduated  with  high  honors  from  the 
Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College  in  1880.  The 
same  year  Dr.  Baughman  located  in  Woodland, 
where  he  continued  his  study  and  acquired  a  large 
practice.  He  also  became  absorbed  in  the  study  of 
the  treatment  and  cure  of  chronic  diseases,  and  the 
subject  increasing  in  interest  to  him,  he  has  given 
it  his  closest  attention  in  practice  and  is  regarded 
as  one  of  the  most  successful  physicians  in  the 
treatment  of  chronic  diseases,  not  only  by  the  peo- 
ple of  Woodland,  but  by  those  of  adjoining  towns 
to  which  his  practice  extends. 

On  September  3,  1879,  the  Doctor  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Belle  Cain,  a  most  estimable 
lady,  who  was  born  in  Stark  County,  Ohio,  in  1855. 
They  have  one  child  living,  John  P.,  and  have  lost 
one.  The  Doctor  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church  and  his  wife  belongs  to  the  Methodist 
Church.  In  politics  he  is  liberal,  but  generally  votes 
with  the  Democratic  party  and  socially  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Woodland  Lodge,  No.  382,  I.  O.  O.  F.;  the 
Independent  Order  of  Foresters  and  the  Knights  of 
the  Maccabees. 

We  have  before  mentioned  the  interest  taken  by 
Dr.  Baughman  in  the  study  of  chronic  diseases  and 
to  further  lit  himself  for  practice  in  that  line  he 
returned  to  New  York  in  1885,  and  took  a  course 
of  lectures  from  the  most  eminent  professors  of 
that  city.  In  addition  to  this,  he  also  spent  much 
time  in  the  German,  Bellevue,  Mt.  Sinai  and  New 
York  Hospitals,  where  advantages  for  the  study  of 
chronic  diseases  are  unsurpassed.  In  1886  he 
spent  a  considerable  time  on  the  Pacific  Slope  in 
the  larger  cities,  still  continuing  his  researches  and 
on  his  return  to  Michigan,  went  to  Detroit,  where 
he  was  associated  for  a  few  months  with  a  very 
successful  specialist. 

The  succeeding  winter  Dr.  Baughman  spent  in 
San  Antonio,  Tex.,  where  he  continued  practice  in 
the  treatment  of  chronic  diseases  with  uninter- 
rupted success  until  April,  1887,  when  he  returned 
to  Barry  County,  Mich.  For  a  year  he  practiced  in 
Hastings  and  then  spent  a  year  and  a  half  in  Akron, 
Ohio,  when  in  March,  1890,  he  returned  to  Wood- 


land, where  the  people  of  Barry  County  hold  him 
in  high  esteem,  both  on  account  of  his  ability  and 
skill  as  a  physician  and  practitioner,  and  as  a  citi- 
zen of  irreproachable  character.  He  has  a  large 
general  practice  and  still  makes  a  specialty  of 
chronic  cases  in  which  his  high  reputation  is  well 
deserved.  In  October,  1890,  under  the  name  of 
Baughman  &  Co.,  (in  a  two-story  brick  block 
which  the  Doctor  owns)  he  opened  a  very  fine 
drug  store,  above  which  is  his  commodious  and 
elegant  office.  Thus  have  we  given  a  brief  sketch 
of  the  life  work  of  one  of  Michigan's  most  promi- 
nent practitioners. 


7  ABEZ  ASHLEY,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
Windsor  Township,  is  well  known  through- 
out  Eaton  County  and  has  been  identified 
with  her  progress  since  1853.  He  had  come 
to  the  State  in  the  previous  year  but  spent  a  few 
months  in  Jackson  County  before  becoming  the 
purchaser  of  land  where  he  now  lives.  He  was 
born  in  Rensselaer  County,  N.  Y.,  January  30, 
1814,  being  a  son  of  Jabez  and  Phebe  (Norton) 
Ashley.  His  father  was  born  September  20,  1777, 
and  his  mother  March  2,  1784,  and  both  were  of 
English  descent.  Grandfather  Ashley,  whose  given 
name  was  Noah,  crossed  the  Atlantic  from  the 
mother  country  prior  to  the  Revolution,  and  set- 
tled in  Columbia  County,  N.  Y.  He  married 
Rebecca  Finch  and  reared  a  large  family. 

The  household  band  of  which  our  subject  is  the 
sixth  member  also  includes  Isaac,  born  December  3, 
1803,  died  in  New  York  December  31,  1841 ;  Mil- 
lie, born  December  12,  1805,  died  March  19,  1828; 
Rebecca,  born  September  9,  1807,  died  March  10, 
1845;  Marinda,  born  December  9,  1809,  died  Octo- 
ber 22,  1836;  Jacob  N.,  born  January  4,  1812,  died 
December  31,  1841;  Jonathan  N.,  born  April  8, 
1816,  died  in  1861;  Lewis  C,  born  September  24, 
1818,  and  now  living  in  Detroit;  Millie  A.,  born 
November  22,  1821,  and  now  the  wife  of  Moses 
Macomber  of  Battle  Creek;  Phebe  E.,  born  Sep- 
tember 26,  1824,  died  May  29,  1848.  The  father 
of  this  large  family  was  a  Whig  in  early  life  and 
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afterward  a  Republican.  He  died  in  October,  1866. 
Mrs.  Ashley  was  reared  in  the  Quaker  faith  but  in 
mature  years  united  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  in  the  belief  of  which  she  passed  away 
March  19,  1828. 

The  district  schools  afforded  our  subject  oppor- 
tunity to  gain  some  insight  into  books,  but  his  chief 
knowledge  was  secured  by  experience.  His  only 
reader  when  attending  school  was  a  New  Testament, 
and  his  arithmetic  was  that  compiled  by  Daboll — a 
name  dear  to  the  hearts  of  the  old  scholars — which 
he  studied  only  so  far  as  compound  fractions.  He 
was  fourteen  years  old  when  his  mother  was  called 
hence  and  the  following  year  he  was  apprenticed  to 
a  blacksmith.  He  served  three  years  with  Ira 
Abbot,  whose  good  wife  treated  him  as  well  as  one 
of  her  own  children,  and  made  him  in  very  truth 
a  member  of  the  household. 

Mr.  Ashley  took  up  a  man's  work  with  a  good 
trade  at  his  command  and  stood  by  the  forge  until 
after  his  removal  to  this  State,  when  he  bought  land 
and  turned  his  attention  to  farming.  He  bought 
eighty  acres  whereon  he  still  lives,  by  degrees  made 
it  attractive  to  the  eye  as  well  as  remunerative,  and 
now  has  a  valuable  piece  of  property.  When  he 
came  hither  much  of  the  territory  was  uncultivated 
and  uncleared,  and  Dimondale  contained  but  one 
house.  He  brought  with  him  to  his  forest  home  a 
true-hearted  and  efficient  wife,  who  bravely  and 
cheerfully  shared  bis  toils  and  hardships  until  for- 
tune smiled  upon  them  and  comforts  surrounded 
them.  Her  maiden  name  was  Lavinia  L.  Partridge 
and  she  was  born  in  Rensselaer  County,  N.  Y., 
February  22,  1821,  and  became  a  bride  on  her  sev- 
enteenth birthday. 

The  record  of  the  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ashley 
is  as  follows:  Elizabeth,  born  March  30,  1839,  and 
died  February  19,  1851.  She  was  burned  to  death 
while  her  parents  were  at  prayer  meeting;  Maria 
J.,  born  November  20, 1840,  died  October  20,  1872  ; 
Polly  E.,  born  November  10,  1842,  died  February 
6,  1843;  Isaac  N.,  born  November  4,  1843,  now 
married  to  Sarah  Hull  and  living  in  Lansing;  Dan- 
iel P.,  born  September  17,  1845,  living  in  Lansing 
and  the  husband  of  Jessie  Wright;  William  M., 
born  October  2,  1847,  who  married  Jessie  Graham 
and  is  farming  in  Windsor  Township;  Margaret  A., 


wife  of  Dr.  Tyler  Hull  of  Dimondale,  born  August 
19,  1849;  John  A.,  born  November  1,  1851,  died 
May  24,  1861;  Asa  L,  born  January  20,  1854,  died 
March  29,  1861;  Clara,  born  April  15,  1856,  died 
September  30,  1856;  Alice  L.,  born  December  31, 
1857,  wife  of  Elbert  Bates  of  Eaton  County;  Emma 
F.,  now  the  wife  of  Arthur  Wigent  of  Jackson, 
born  April  11,  1863. 

While  lie  still  lived  in  New  York  Mr.  Ashley 
helped  in  the  organization  of  the  Free  Soil  party, 
having  been  a  Whig  in  his  political  faith,  and  after 
he  became  a  citizen  of  Michigan  he  assisted  in 
forming  the  Republican  party  of  Eaton  County. 
He  has  been  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  Highway 
Commissioner  and  has  been  active  in  all  laudable 
enterprises,  moral,  educational  and  benevolent.  He 
has  ever  shown  himself  a  friend  of  the  schools  and 
his  example  adds  weight  to  his  words  in  behalf  of 
morality.  A  stanch  Republican,  he  upholds  his 
party  by  his  ballot  and  by  his  voice  whenever  pol- 
icy is  the  topic  of  conversation.  He  and  his  wife 
are  held  in  excellent  repute  and  many  friends  rejoice 
in  their  prosperity. 


♦S^S- 


ON.  ROBERT  NIXON.  The  name  of 
Robert  Nixon  will  long  be  remembered  in 
Southern  Michigan,  and  coupled  with  it 
that  of  other  sturdy  men  and  true-hearted 
women  who  aided  in  establishing  a  colony  in  Eaton 
County,  known  as  the  Canada  Settlement.  In 
many  affairs  both  public  and  private,  Mr.  Nixon 
did  good  service  to  the  vicinity,  developing  the 
material  resources  of  the  country  and  advancing  the 
welfare  of  the  people,  and  his  increasing  years  have 
not  lessened  his  interest  in  all  worthy  objects.  Side 
by  side  with  him  his  excellent  wife  has  stood,  and 
both  are  thoroughly  identified  with  the  progress  of 
the  community,  with  whose  most  highly  respected 
and  useful  pioneers  they  are  classed. 

Of  English  and  Scotch  descent,  Mr.  Nixon  was 
born  in  Wooster,  Oswego  County,  N.  Y.,  May  25, 
1817,  to  George  and  Mary  (Radclifif)  Nixon.  That 
couple  removed  to  the  vicinity  of  London,  Upper 
Canada,  when  the  son  was  nine  years  old,  and  there 
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the  father  died  two  months  later.  The  widowed 
mother  remained  there  during  the  balance  of  her 
long  life,  dying  in  1874.  The  education  of  young 
Robert  was  confined  to  the  meager  opportunities  of 
the  district,  and  a  part  of  one  winter  in  a  school  of 
somewhat  higher  grade,  and  such  knowledge  as 
could  be  gained  at  his  own  fireside.  By  close  at- 
tention to  reading  and  home  study  he  has  become 
well-informed,  even  in  some  of  the  sciences,  and 
his  wisdom  is  practical  and  ready. 

In  October,  18*36,  our  subject,  with  his  brothers 
James  and  Samuel,  and  James  II.  Nichols,  came  to 
Eaton  County  and  located  a  large  tract  of  land, 
partly  for  themselves  and  partly  for  others.  The 
following  February  they,  with  Martin  and  Jason 
Nichols,  returned  and  built  a  shanty  on  section  36, 
Oneida  Township.  It  was  a  good  half  day's  work 
for  one  man  to  shovel  away  the  snow  where  a 
building  twelve  feet  square  was  put  up,  and  an 
arduous  task  to  draw  the  logs  by  hand,  as  the  snow 
was  nearly  two  feet  deep  and  very  solid.  The 
cabin  was  built  with  three  sides,  and  a  large  tree 
felled  in  front,  which  was  set  on  fire,  thus  affording 
warmth  to  the  interior.  Two  yoke  of  oxen  had 
been  left  in  Clinton  County,  and  these  were  brought 
in  a  fortnight,  and  subsisted  until  spring,  brows- 
ing from  the  tops  of  trees  that  were  cut  for  them 
and  in  clearing  the  land.  Strange  to  say,  the  ani- 
mals ker^t  in  good  condition. 

Although  fift3r-four  years  have  passed  since  this 
settlement  was  made,  five  of  the  men  are  still  num- 
bered among  the  living,  and  three  of  the  pioneer 
wives  linger  on  earth — Jason  Nichols  and  his  com- 
panion having  gone  to  the  silent  land.  The  first 
house  in  the  township  was  built  by  Solomon  Rus- 
sell, but  to  John  Stanley  belongs  the  credit  of  rais- 
ing the  first  crop  of  wheat.  A  "patch"  of  two 
acres,  on  which  at  least  twenty  large  trees  were 
standing,  was  sown  with  two  bushels  of  spring 
wheat,  on  May  20,  1837,  and  sixty-two  bushels  of 
good  grain  harvested  in  the  summer. 

After  reclaiming  many  acres  from  their  primitive 
condition,  Mr.  Nixon  carried  on  extensive  farming 
operations,  formerly  cultivating  about  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  acres.  He  has  always  been  largely 
engaged  in  stock-raising,  and  kept  immense  flocks 
of  sheep,  he  and  his  sons  often  handling  from    five 


thousand  to  ten  thousand  per  annum.  They  gen- 
erally shipped  to  Eastern  markets.  The  sheep 
barn  of  Mr.  Nixon  is  the  best  arranged  the  writer 
has  seen  in  his  travels,  and  can  certainly  be  equaled 
by  few  similar  structures.  In  every  way,  conven- 
ience and  facility  have  been  consulted  in  planning 
the  arrangements  of  the  estate,  and  it  has  long  been 
a  fully  equipped  farm. 

Mr.  Nixon  has  been  active  in  political  matters 
from  his  early  identification  with  the  Whig  party. 
When  that  body  fell  to  pieces  by  reason  of  new 
issues,  he  was  instrumental  in  perfecting  an  organi- 
zation that  virtually  took  its  place.  Edward  Foot, 
then  of  Charlotte,  came  to  him  on  June  10,  1854, 
to  consult  over  such  a  step,  and  although  the  un- 
dertaking seemed  great  it  was  entered  into,  and  a 
call  made  for  a  meeting  at  Charlotte  a  week  later. 
At  that  mass  meeting  it  was  agreed  to  organize  per- 
manently, and  a  committee  of  five  was  appointed  to 
draw  up  resolutions  and  select  a  name  for  the  new 
party.  Mr.  Nixon  was  one  of  this  committee,  and 
John  C.  Spencer  suggested  the  name  of  Republican 
Association  of  Eaton  County.  An  adjournment 
was  taken  to  Jackson,  July  27,  and  there  a  full  Re- 
publican State  ticket  was  nominated,  led  by  Kings- 
ley  S.  Bingham  and  Edmund  B.  Fairfield,  can- 
didates for  Governor  and  Lieutenant-Governor 
respectively.  This  was  the  first  convention  held  in 
the  United  States  under  the  present  Republican 
organization,  and  humble  as  was  the  beginning  of 
the  party,  the  entire  State  ticket  was  elected  by  a 
handsome  majority. 

In  the  fall  of  1864,  while  he  was  visiting  his 
aged  mother  in  Canada,  Mr.  Nixon  was  nominated 
to  represent  the  First  District  of  Eaton  County  in 
the  State  Legislature,  and  elected.  While  serving 
the  first  month  he  received  a  dispatch  announcing 
the  arrival  of  Gen.  Sherman  at  Savannah,  and  hand- 
ing it  to  the  Speaker,  it  was  made  public  from  the 
desk.  This  was  just  before  noon  and  an  adjourn- 
ment was  at  once  voted,  and  the  rest  of  the  day 
was  spent  in  firing  cannon  and  other  methods  of  re- 
joicing. The  next  morning  a  bill  for  powder  and 
damage  to  windows,  etc.  was  presented,  and  the 
tax  on  each  member  of  the  Legislature  was  $9. 
During  this  session  the  State  ratified  the  act  of 
Congress  prohibiting  slavery  in  any  part  of  the 
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United  States,  Mr.  Nixon  himself,  making  the  mo- 
tion and  giving  as  a  reason  for  so  doing,  the  fact 
that  Michigan  was  the  first  State  in  the  Union  to 
elect  Republican  officers,  and  it  was  therefore,  appro- 
priate that  she  be  the  first  to  endorse  the  act  of  the 
Republican  President  and  the  Congress  of  the  na- 
tion.* There  were  but  three  dissenting  votes  in  the 
House. 

During  the  struggle  for  our  national  existence, 
Mr.  Nixon  was  by  no  means  idle.  He  sent  two 
sons  to  fight  his  country's  battles,  and  he  himself 
worked  hard  at  home  in  aid  and  support  of  the 
Union  cause.  He  was  at  that  time  Supervisor,  and 
he  considers  as  far  from  the  lightest  of  his  duties, 
the  giving  of  aid  to  the  war  widows,  a  few  of  whom 
were  very  hard  to  satisfy.  As  may  well  be  sup- 
posed, Mr.  Nixon  has  taken  an  active  part  in  ad- 
vancing the  cause  of  education,  and  for  many  years 
he  served  as  a  school  officer.  He  was  always  to  be 
relied  upon  to  give  his  countenance  to  progressive 
movements,  whether  of  a  material  or  mental  na- 
ture, and  to  whatever  he  gave  his  attention  he 
brought  the  energy  and  hopeful  spirit  that  charac- 
terized his  pioneer  labors. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Nixon  and  Miss  Isabelle 
Huddleson,  daughter  of  David  and  Agnes  (De  Ell) 
Huddleson,  of  Canada,  was  solemnized  February  8, 
1839,  and  during  the  fifty -two  years  of  their  wed- 
ded life  they  have  never  changed  their  place  of  resi- 
dence. To  them  have  been  born  eleven  children,  of 
whom  we  make  the  following  mention:  Hiram,  who 
was  a  soldier  in  the  Twentieth  Michigan  Infantry, 
and  a  farmer  by  occupation,  died  June  9,  1888; 
Frances  died  at  the  age  of  eleven  years,  and  Charles 
and  Nelson  in  childhood;  Nancy  is  the  wife  of 
Zenas  Hamilton;  Edwin  is  represented  elsewhere  in 
this  Album;  Rosina  is  the  wife  of  S.  B.  Granger; 
Joanna  married  George  H.  Earl;  James  Ladd  is  a 
stock  dealer  at  Grand  Ledge;  Frances  and  Mary 
are  with  their  parents. 

In  1852  Mr.  Nixon  felt  a  desire  to  see  the  Far 
West,  and  in  company  with  his  brother  Samuel 
made  an  overland  trip  to  California.  After  a  so- 
journ of  ten  months,  he  returned  via  the  Isthmus. 
The  vessel  on  which  he  embarked,  encountered  a 
terrible  storm  when  out  five  days,  and  for  five  days 
and  nights  tossed  at  the  mercy  of  the  waves,  being 


left  in  an  almost  helpless  condition,  without  rud- 
der or  wheeihouses.  When  the  storm  abated  the 
sailors  made  their  way  back  to  San  Francisco  for 
repairs,  and  on  theirZnext>ttempt:to  reach  their 
port  on  the  Isthmus  had  a  pleasant  and  uneventful 
voyage.  Mr.  ^Nixon's  trip  was  a  financial  success, 
as  well  as^a  great  pleasure  at  the  time  and  the 
source  of  happy  recollections. 


l^ROFESSOR  JOSEPH  L.  DANIELS.  Be- 
J|  tween  the  history  of  Olivet  College  and  the 
f^  life  of  Prof.  Daniels  the  student  of  char- 
j  I  acter  can  detect  a  unity  of  growth,  develop- 
ment and  attainment.  Both  alike  arose  from  a  com- 
paratively unpretentious  beginning  to  a  fame 
extending  beyond  the  arbitrary  boundaries  of 
county  and  State.  For  more  than  a  quarter  of  a 
century  this  gentleman  has  been  inseparably 
associated  with  the  college  as  one  of  its  leading 
instructors;  taking  charge  of  the  chair  of  Greek 
immediately  after  coming  here,  he  has  given  his 
professorship  his  best  efforts  and  has  done  much  to 
raise  the  standard  of  the  college.  During  the  dark 
davs  of  the  institution  he  stood  faithfully  at  his 
post,  and  his  ceaseless  energy  and  unwavering  faith 
affected  its  destiny  in  no  small  degree.  Now  Oli- 
vet College  is  ranked  among  the  foremost  institu- 
tions of  learning  in  the  State,  and  wherever  its 
name  has  extended,  in  the  crowded  city  or  remote 
from  the  busy  haunts  of  men,  the  name  of  Prof. 
Daniels  has  likewise  gone. 

The  record  of  the  Daniels  family  during  the 
early  days  of  the  history  of  Ameiica  furnishes 
interesting  material  for  the  biographer.  Robert 
Daniell,  (as  the  name  was  originally  written),  the 
ancestor  of  those  of  the  Daniels  name  in  Medway, 
Mass.,  came  from  England  prior  to  1636  and  set- 
tled in  Watcrtown,  Mass.,  near  the  present  United 
States  Arsenal.  A  few  jears  later  he  removed  to 
Cambridge,  Mass.,  where  he  died  in  1655.  His 
son,  Joseph  Daniell,  was  the  second  settler  within 
the  territory  of  Medway,  Mass.,  and  suffered  much 
during  King  Phillip's  War.  At  the  time  of  the 
burning  of  Medfield,  February,  1676,  his  house  was 
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also  burned,  and  later,  in  the  attack  on  Deerfield, 
his  sister  was  murdered  by  the  Indians.  The  place 
he  then  occupied  has  been  in  the  possession  of  the 
family  for  more  than  two  hundred  years. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  Prof.  Daniels  traces  his 
lineage  back  to  substantial  pioneer  forefathers. 
His  grandfather  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
War  and  held  a  commission,  which  is  still  pre- 
served, with  the  autograph  of  John  Hancock 
attached.  His  father,  Paul  Daniels,  was  born  in 
1789  and  possessed  those  qualities  of  mind  which 
won  ready  recognition  from  his  fellow-citizens. 
He  frequently  served  in  local  offices  and  in  the 
State  Legislature  and  was  always  true  to  the  inter- 
ests of  his  constituency  and  firm  in  the  advocacy 
of  the  right.  He  died  at  the  age  of  four-score  and 
six  years  in  1876,  leaving  to  his  children  the  legacy 
of  an  honored  name  and  an  upright  life.  Through- 
out his  long  career  he  was  a  devoted  Christian  and 
an  earnest  worker  in  the  Congregational  Church. 

The  mother  of  Prof.  Daniels  was  known  in 
maidenhood  as  Eliza  Breck,  and  of  the  seven  chil- 
dren born  to  her  and  her  husband  our  subject  was 
the  fifth  in  order  of  birth.  In  East  Medway, 
Mass.,  on  the  old  homestead  where  so  many  of  his 
forefathers  had  lived  and  died,  he  was  born  August 
1,  1833.  He  received  a  thorough  training,  first  in 
the  schools  of  Medway,  which  were  of  a  high  order, 
and  afterward  prepared  for  college  at  Phillips 
Academy,  from  which  he  was  graduated,  after  tak- 
ing the  full  theological  course  and  attending  one 
course  of  medical  lectures. 

Prof.  Daniels  was  licensed  to  preach  in  1863  by 
the  New  Haven  Ministerial  Association.  In  the 
meantime,  owing  to  a  vacancy,  he  became  tempo- 
rary principal  of  the  Lawrence  Academy,  in  Gro- 
ton,  Mass.,  and  there  took  up  the  instruction  of 
Latin  and  Greek.  Later  he  was  called  to  the  prin- 
cipalship  of  Guilford  (Conn.)  Institute,  which  he 
resigned  in  April,  1865,  to  accept  the  Greek  Pro- 
fessorship in  Olivet  College.  His  Chair  here  was 
endowed  by  the  Hon.  Philo  Parsons,  of  Detroit,  in 
1873.  When  the  Professor  came  here  the  college 
was  in  its  infancy,  with  only  six  graduates  and  few 
students.  Now  it  has  attained  to  greatness  as  an 
educational  center,  toward  which,  as  their  Alma 
Mater,  the  thoughts  of  hundreds  of  graduates  turn 


lovingly  and  around   which  are   clustered  happy 
memories  and  sacred  affections. 

In  1876  Prof.  Daniels  was  ordained  as  a  minister 
of  the  Gospel  by  the  Marshall  Congregational  Asso- 
ciation. Since  then  for  many  years  he  has  regu- 
larly preached  in  the  college  church  and  occasion- 
ally in  other  churches  in  the  State.  Not  only  has 
our  subject  served  the  college  in  the  capacity  of 
instructor  and  preacher  but  he  has  been  connected 
with  it  since  1875  as  a  Trustee  and  as  a  member  of 
the  Executive  Committee.  From  the  "Eminent 
Men  of  Michigan"  we  glean  the  following  with 
reference  to  his  connection  with  Olivet  College: 

uThe  college  owned  but  three  buildings  when 
Prof.  Daniels  came  to  Olivet,  viz:  the  old  church, 
Shipherd  Hall  and  Colonial  Hall.  The  first  has 
been  greatly  enlarged  and  re-modeled ;  the  second 
was  burned  and  in  its  place  the  new  elegant  brick 
structure,  known  as  Ladies  Hall  or  Shipherd  Hall, 
has  been  built.  Colonial  Hall  has  been  converted 
into  the  Gymnasium.  The  other  buildings  have 
all  been  built  up  since  Prof.  Daniels  took  his  Chair. 
He  has  been  particularly  interested  in  the  Library 
of  the  college  and  for  many  years  served  as  Libra 
rian.  He  has  also  interested  his  friends  and  through 
them  secured  both  an  endowment  and  a  building 
for  the  library.  Through  the  generous  gift  of 
Leonard  Burrage,  an  uncle  of  Mrs.  Daniels,  Olivet 
College  now  possesses  a  superior  library  building. 
Prof.  Daniels  wras  Chairman  of  the  Building  Com- 
mittee and  his  long  experience  as  librarian  here 
and  at  Yale  rendered  him  capable  of  drawing  up  a 
plan  for  the  building  which,  for  beauty  of  design, 
convenience  and  proof  against  fire,  is  nowhere  to 
be  excelled.  The  college  library  has  on  file  the 
leading  magazines  of  the  nation  and  many  of  the 
leading  dailies.  It  also  contains  eighteen  thousand 
volumes  and  is  increasing  at  the  rate  of  more  than 
a  thousand  per  annum." 

The  union  of  Prof.  Daniels  and  Miss  Julia 
Burrage  Allen,  of  North  Leominster,  Mass.,  was 
solemnized  November  26,  1863.  The  bride  was 
early  orphaned  by  the  death  of  her  father,  William 
Allen,  of  Boston,  who  died  soon  after  her  birth. 
Her  mother  became  a  famous  teacher,  and  was 
principal  of  a  young  ladies'  school  in  Medway, 
Mass.,  where  she  died  in  1857.     Professor  and  Mrs. 
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Daniels  became  the  parents  of  two  children — Mira 
Allen  and  William  Breck.  Mira  A.  married 
Charles  M.  Hibbard,  of  Battle  Creek,  Mich.; 
William  B.,  a  graduate  of  Olivet  College,  is  pur- 
suing a  course  of  law  studies  at  the  University  of 
Michigan. 

Not  only  has  Prof.  Daniels  been  an  extensive 
traveler  in  America,  but  he  has  also  made  two  trips 
to  the  Old  World.  He  first  crossed  the  Atlantic  in 
1873  and  visited  England,  Germany,  France  and 
Italy,  studying  and  perfecting  himself  in  the 
modern  languages  and  becoming  acquainted  with 
the  customs  of  the  people.  Upon  his  second  trip, 
in  1888,  he  traveled  through  England  and  Scotland, 
visiting  those  places  famed  in  history  and  song; 
but  though  travel  is  a  recreation  and  delight  yet  it 
only  makes  his  own  country  and  home  dearer. 
Prof.  Daniels  has  a  beautiful  residence  in  the 
southern  part  of  Olivet,  and  enjoys  the  confidence 
of  the  people  to  the  fullest  extent  and  the  univer- 
sal esteem  of  his  large  circle  of  acquaintances. 

The  writings  of  Prof.  Daniels  have  been  chiefly 
in  the  line  of  his  work  as  teacher  and  preacher. 
But  few  fragmentary  pieces  have  been  published. 
Among  them  may  be  noticed  his  historical  address 
at  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  Olivet  College. 
Also  a  sketch  of  Olivet  College  published  by  the 
National  Bureau  of  Education. 

'  NDREW  HOFFNER.  Eaton  Township  is 
the  center  of  a  rich  and  finely  developed 
farming  country,  and  among  the  men  who 
hatre  helped  to  make  it  so  our  subject  oc- 
an  honorable  position,  and  none  of  the 
farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  Eaton  County  are  more 
worthy  of  representation  in  this  volume  than  he. 
He  is  of  German  birth,  born  in  Germany  near 
Frankfort-on-the-Main,  September  23,  1831.  He 
is  a  son  of  Jacob  and  Lena  ( Wiestenfeldt)  Hoffner, 
who  were  also  natives  of  the  German  Fatherland. 
They  were  the  parents  of  six  children,  of  whom 
the  following  survive:  Andrew;  George,  a  resident 
of  Rochester,  N.  Y. ;  Peter,  who  lives  in  the  village 
of    Victor,   Ontario    County,   N.    Y.;    Catherine, 


wife  of  Valentine  Wineberger,  of  Chicago,  III.,  and 
Mary,  wife  of  Wells  Severence  of  Hobart,  Ind. 
Paul  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Cold  Harbor,  in 
the  late  war,  falling  while  bravely  fighting  for  his 
adopted  country. 

When  our  subject  was  about  fifteen  years  old 
the  family  emigrated  to  America,  taking  passage  at 
Antwerp  on  a  sail  vessel,  and  after  a  voj'age  of 
forty -two  days  landed  at  New  York  City.  They 
took  up  their  residence  in  the  city  of  Rochester, 
N.  Y.,  where  the  father,  who  had  been  a  wagon- 
maker  in  the  old  country,  followed  his  trade.  In 
1870  he  came  here  to  pass  his  declining  years  with 
our  subject,  and  in  his  son's  home  is  living  in  quiet 
and  happiness,  surrounded  with  every  comfort  that 
heart  could  wish. 

In  1861  Andrew  Hoffner  became  a  clerk  in  a 
general  mercantile  store  in  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  and 
was  engaged  in  that  capacity  for  some  years.  Hav- 
ing a  natural  aptitude  for  farming,  he  decided  to  * 
invest  some  of  his  money  in  a  farm  on  the  rich  soil 
of  Michigan,  and  devote  himself  to  farming.  Ac- 
cordingly in  1869  he  came  to  Eaton  County  with 
his  family  and  located  on  his  farm  on  section  28, 
Eaton  Township.  His  land,  which  comprised 
eighty  acres  was  but  little  improved,  and  it  is 
only  by  constant  application  to  his  work  that  Mr. 
Hoffner  has  brought  it  to  its  present  excellent  con- 
dition. He  has  his  farm  well  stocked,  and  raises  a 
fine  grade  of  Short-horn  cattle,  and  Shropshire 
sheep. 

Mr.  Hoffner  was  first  married  at  Rochester,  N.  Y., 
to  Miss  Cynthia  Hutchinson,  who  bore  him  two 
children:  Charles  and  Augusta  B.,  the  latter  the 
wife  of  Edgar  Eligh,  of  W^est  Bay  City.  Our 
subject  was  again  married  July  9,  1858,  to  Miss 
Sarah  Hutchinson,  sister  of  his  first  wife.  Their 
marriage  has  brought  to  them  these  four  children: 
Carrie,  wife  of  Truman  Hoag;  Cora,  wife  of  Jay 
Mc Arthur;  Nellie  and  Edwin  L.  at  home. 

Mr.  Hoffner  is  a  stalwart  among  the  Republicans 
of  this  vicinity,  and  we  alwa}Ts  find  him  favoring 
everything  that  will  in  any  way  enhance  the  growth 
and  prosperity  of  Eaton  Township.  He  has  held 
public  office  with  credit,  discharging  the  duties 
thus  falling  to  him  with  characteristic  fidelity  and 
capability.     He   served   as  School  Director  three 
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years  and  is  at  present  School  Moderator,  which 
position  he  has  filled  very  acceptably  the  past  six 
years.  In  the  spring  of  1790  he  was  elected  as 
one  of  the  Board  of  Review  for  a  period  of  two 
years.  He  was  formerly  identified  with  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  Mr.  Hofifner  is 
very  active  and  zealous  in  promoting  the  cause  of 
religion.  Both  he  and  his  good  wife  are  members 
of  the  Congregational  Church  at  Charlotte.  He 
took  the  first  steps  and  also  assisted  in  building  the 
church  near  his  home  known  as  the  West  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  has  served  as  one  of  its 
Trustees  a  number  of  years. 
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ANIEL  BISEL,  who  has  passed  the  most 
of  his  life  in  Michigan,  as  a'  member  of 
one  of  its  regiments  during  the  late  Civil 
War,  devoted  the  opening  years  of  his 
manhood  to  his  country  and  won  an  honorable 
military  record  for  fidelity  and  efficiency  as  a  sol- 
dier. He  has  since  proved  himself  a  good  citizen 
and  has  aided  in  advancing  the  agricultural  inter- 
ests of  Eaton  County  as  a  member  of  its  farming 
community,  owning  and  operating  a  good  farm  in 
Chester  Township. 

Mr.  Bisel  was  born  in  Bedford  County,  Pa., 
November  11,.  1843.  His  father,  David  Bisel,  who 
was  born  in  that  State  in  1802,  moved  from  there 
to  Ohio  in  1846.  Six  years  later,  in  18;">3,  he 
crossed  the  border  and  became  a  resident  of  Mich- 
igan, settling  in  Carmei  Township,  Eaton  County, 
where  he  bought  land.  He  devoted  the  remainder 
of  his  life  to  improving  a  farm  and  at  last  passed 
peacefully  to  a  well-earned  rest  in  1864,  at  the  age 
of  sixty- two  years.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Protestant  Methodist  Church  and  died  strong  in 
the  faith.  The  Bisel  family  originated  in  Germany 
and  the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject  was  the 
first  to  come  from  that  country  to  this  in  Colonial 
times,  and  he  settled  in  Pennsylvania.  Philip 
Bisel,  his  grandfather,  was  a  life-long  resident 
of  that  State.  The  venerable  mother  of  our 
subject,  whose  name  in  her  maiden  days  was 
Rachael  Palmer,   is  likewise  a  native  of  the  Key- 


stone  State,   where  she  was  born  in  1803.     Of  her 
nine  children  three  are  now  living. 

Daniel  Bisel,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born 
and  reared  on  a  farm  and  early  received  a  good 
practical  training  in  agricuituraLpursuits.  He  was 
about  three  years  old  when  the  family  removed 
from  their  old  Pennsylvania  home  to  the  wilds  of 
Ohio,  aid  was  about  ten  years  old  when  they  came 
to  live  in  this  State.  His  early  education  was 
obtained  under  difficulties  in  a  primitive  log  school 
house  and  he  had  to  go  a  distance  of  two  miles 
over  rough  and  lonely  roads  or  paths  to  reach  it. 
He  was  but  a  boy  when  the  war  broke  out  and  only 
eighteen  years  of  age  when,  imbued  with  the  ardor 
and  patriotism  of  youth,  he  enlisted  in  the  Twen- 
tieth Michigan  Infantry,  August  1,  1862.  In  the 
long  and  perilous  years  that  followed  he  showed, 
in  the  many  important  battles  [in  which  he  took 
part,  that  he  was  possessed  of  true  soldierly  cour- 
age and  he  did  credit  to  his  regiment. 

lie  fought  at  Horse  Shoe  Bend,  Fredericksburg, 
Vicksburg,  Jackson,  Blue  Springs,  Landen,  and 
Campbell's  Station.  He  and  his  comrades  did  good 
service  at  the  siege  of  Knoxville,  Tenn. ;  assisted 
in  the  capture  of  Ft.  Sanders,  that  State,  were 
engaged  at  Thurley's  Ford  in  the  same  State,  and 
in  the  Battle  of  the  Wilderness.  They  faced  the 
enemy  at  Spottsylvania  Court  House,  where  our 
subject  was  wounded  in  the  arm.  The  Twentieth 
Michigan  fought  valiantly  in  the  battles  at  Bethes- 
da  and  many  other  places,  and  in  the  engage- 
ment at  Petersburg  Mr.  Bisel  was  wounded  in  the 
head. 

Mr.  Bisel  enlisted  under  Col.  Williams.  He  was 
wounded  four  times  and  suffered  much  while  fight- 
ing for  the  old  flag.  At  Cold  Harbor  he  received 
a  shot  in  the  face  under  the  right  eye,  and  carries 
a  piece  of  lead  there  yet,  though  more  than  a  quar- 
ter of  a  century  has  elapsed  since  that  terrible  bat- 
tle. During  the  latter  part  of  his  service  he  was 
sick  six  months,  owing  to  the  many  hardships 
that  he  had  to  undergo  in  the  long  marches  and 
heated  battles.  He  was  honorably  discharged  June 
28,  1865,  and  returning  home  quietly  resumed 
farming,  and  has  ever  since  given  his  attention 
to  it. 

Mr.  Bisel  was  married  in   1868  to  Miss  Jane  R. 
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McGoflin,  a  (laughter  of  James  and  Ann  McGoflin, 
who  were  natives  respectively  of  Ohio  and  Mary- 
land. They  came  to  Michigan  in  1853  and  settled 
in  Eaton  County.  The  father  died  October  10, 
1889,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years.  The  mother 
is  still  spared  to  her  children,  of  whom  she  has 
four  living  and  two  dead.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bisei 
have  one  child,  whom  they  have  named  Minnie. 
Mr.  Bisel  is  a  true  Democrat,  and  he  has  served  as 
Justice  of  the  Peace  two  years.  He  occupies  a 
substantial  place  among  the  farmers  of  his  town- 
ship, and  the  fine  farm  of  ninety-eight  acres  of 
arable  land  that  he  purchased  in  1869,  and  has 
since  by  hard  and  unremitting  toil  cleared  and  im- 
proved, compares  favorably  with  any  other  in  this 
locality.  He  carries  on  mixed  farming  and  man- 
ages his  affairs  so  well  that,  though  he  began  life 
with  limited  means,  he  has  placed  himself  in  com- 
fortable circumstances. 


^HAUNCEY  FREEMAN.  Although  Mr. 
(if  Freeman  has  been  very  successful  in  busi- 

^^JfJ  ness  the  legacy  which  he  will  leave  to  his 
descendants  in  his  character,  exceeds  in  value  that 
which  he  will  bequeath  in  money  and  lands.  His 
career  has  been  attended  with  unusual  success; 
when  he  came  to  Michigan  his  earthly  possessions 
consisted  of  $1.50;  now  a  fine  farm  of  ninety  acres 
pays  an  annual  tribute  of  golden  grain  as  the  re- 
ward of  his  care  and  cultivation.  From  childhood, 
he  has  been  distinguished  from  others  more  by  his 
unflinching  uprightness  and  unflagging  industry 
than  by  any  other  qualities,  and  his  honorable  life 
has  won  for  him  the  confidence  of  all  who  know 
him.  In  every  position  and  in  every  place,  his 
genial,  hearty  manners,  and  pleasant  bearing  are 
magnetic,  and  win  for  him  hosts  of  friends.  His 
portrait  together  with  that  of  his  estimable  wife  is 
presented  in  connection  with  this  sketch. 

Before  entering  into  a  more  minute  record  of  the 
life  of  Mr.  Freeman,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  state 
briefly  his  ancestry:  His  parents,  Jacob  and  Betsey 
(Tripp)   Freeman,  were  natives  of  New  England, 


and  were  highly  esteemed  in  the  community  where 
almost  their  entire  lives  were  passed.  At  an  early 
day  they  stopped  in  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  of  whom  we  write  was  born  August  13,  1811. 
When  only  six  weeks  old  he  was  taken  by  his  par- 
ents to  Orleans  County,  N.  Y.,  and  there  reared  to 
manhood.  The  school  privileges  he  enjoyed  were 
very  limited,  being  confined  to  a  brief  attendance 
at  a  district  school  three  miles  from  his  home.  The 
greater  portion  of  his  time  was  devoted  to  farm 
work,  and  he  became  quite  proficient  in  agricul- 
ture and  the  best  methods  of  developing,  improv- 
ing and  fertilizing  the  eoil,  so  that  when  the  time 
came  to  choose  a  vocation  he  naturally  entered 
upon  farming  for  his  life  work. 

On  September  17,  1839,  Mr.  Freeman  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Ruth  A.  Babcock,  who  was  born 
in  Niagara  County,  N.  Y.,  April  27,  1818.  Her 
parents,  Adonijah  and  Ruth  (Ford)  Babcock,  were 
natives  of  New  England,  and  early  settlers  of 
Niagara  County,  N.  Y.,and  in  the  latter  place  Mrs. 
Freeman  was  reared  to  womanhood,  gaining  those 
attributes  of  character  which  make  her  a  cherished 
ornament  in  social  and  religious  circles.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Freeman  have  been  born  three  children, 
the  eldest  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Alvin  F.  and 
Marvin  A.  died  at  the  ages  respectively  of  six 
years,  seven  months,  and  two  years  and  three 
months.  This  bereavement  was  the  sorrow  in  an 
otherwise  happy  and  unclouded  wedded  life,  but 
the  parents  mourn  not  as  those  without  hope. 

Mr.  Freeman  first  came  to  Michigan  in  183G,  also 
wintered  here  in  1837-38,  and  for  a  time  worked 
by  the  month,  chopping  down  timber,  etc.  How- 
ever, he  did  not  settle  here  permanently  until. No- 
vember 3,  1842  when,  accompanied  by  his  wife,  he 
came  to  Eaton  County  and  located  in  Eaton  Town- 
ship. Their  journey  was  made  via  the  lakes  to  De- 
troit, and  from  there  by  wagon  to  Eaton  County. 
A  few  months  after  his  arrival,  Mr.  Freeman  lo- 
cated upon  his  present  place  on  section  10,  and  hy 
untiring  efforts  in  a  few  years  placed  the  entire 
homestead  under  cultivation.  At  the  time  of  his 
settlement  the  land  was  covered  with  brush  and 
heavy  timber,  while  wolves  and  deer  were  plentiful, 
and  often  made  the  night  hideous  with  their  howl- 
ing.     He  endured  the  hardships  which  fall  to   the 
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lot  of  every  pioneer,  and  was  actively  aided  by  the 
co-operation  of  his  noble  wife. 

Politically  Mr.  Freeman  is  a  Republican,  and  has 
been  frequently  solicited  to  enter  politics  actively, 
but  prefers  the  quietude  of  domestic  life.  Under 
his  own  vine  and  tig  tree  he  is  pleasantly  passing 
his  declining  years,  with  the  companionship  of  her 
who  for  more  than  fifty  years  has  been  his  devoted 
wife  and  counselor.  Side  by  side,  this  aged  couple 
are  approaching  the  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death; 
the  voices  of  their  loved  ones  call  to  them  from 
over  the  river,  and  death,  when  it  comes,  will  leave 
their  memory  graven  deep  in  affectionate  hearts. 
Although  finding  pleasure  in  social  circles,  their 
greatest  happiness  is  within  their  home,  while  their 
love  of  the  simple,  earnest  paths  of  life,  and  then- 
total  disregard  of  the  hollow  mockery  of  the  world, 
make  them  cling  closer  to  domestic  ties  and  con- 
nections. 


ooo   ^ 


OGX> 


FRANCIS  O.  N.  LEONARD.  For  several 
g\  decades  Assyria  Township,  Barry  County, 
has  been  the  home  of  the  gentleman  above 
named,  and  with  its  progress  he  has  been  closely 
identified.  With  the  exception  of  the  period  given 
to  the  service  of  his  country,  the  years  of  his  man- 
hood have  been  spent  in  tilling  the  soil,  and  he 
may  well  be  called  a  practical  and  successful  farmer. 
He  entered  the  army  some  time  before  he  was 
eighteen  years  of  age,  gave  the  strength  of  his  right 
arm  and  the  power  of  his  loyal  enthusiasm  to  the 
cause  of  the  Union,  and  at  the  close  of  the  war  re- 
ceived the  honorable  discharge  he  well  merited. 

Mr.  Leonard  is  a  lineal  descendant  of  James 
Leonard,  a  farmer  of  Orleans  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
his  immediate  progenitors  were  Orville  and  Eliza- 
beth (Esgot)  Leonard.  The  former  was  born  in 
Gaines,  Orleans  County,  N.  Y.,  September  18, 1819, 
and  the  latter  in  Pennfield,  Monroe  County,  April 
28,  1812.  The  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Leonard  was 
born  in  England  and  it  is  probable  that  the  Leonard 
family  also  originated  in  that  country.  In  1854 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leonard  removed  from  the  East  to 
Battle  Creek,  this  State,  where  they  resided  a  year, 
after   which    they    located    in   Assyria  Township, 


Barry  County.  Mr.  Leonard  bought  forty  acres 
on  section  20,  and  worked  upon  it  until  September, 
1864,  when  he  entered  the  army,  joining  the  Thir- 
teenth Michigan  Infantry.  He  was  sent  South,  and 
died  on  a  transport  between  New  York  and  Savan- 
nah, January  28,  1865.  His  widow  is  now  living 
in  Sunfield  Township,  Eaton  County.  She  belongs 
to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  her 
deceased  husband  was  an  active  and  consistent 
member.  The  parental  family  includes  besides  out- 
subject,  Helen  M.,  now  Mrs.  Edwins,  of  Eaton 
County,  and  Samantha  J.,  who  died  in  Assyria 
Township,  July  31,  1882. 

In  Orleans  County,  N.  Y.,  in  the  township  of 
Carrolltown,  May  12,  1844,  our  subject  was  born. 
The  first  ten  years  of  his  life  were  spent  there,  and 
he  then  came  to  this  State  with  his  parents,  and  a 
year  later  was  helping  his  father  to  improve  the 
farm  in  Assyria  Township.  He  worked  thereon, 
alternating  his  home  duties  with  study  until  March 
1,  1862,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company  K,  Sixteenth 
Michigan  Infantry.  Sturdy  and  well-grown,  he 
was  able  to  pass  the  physical  examination,  and  al- 
though he  was  not  yet  eighteen  years  old,  he  was 
mustered  in  at  Detroit  and  sent  South  to  become  an 
integral  part  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  He 
first  smelled  the  smoke  of  battle  at  Yorktown,  and 
from  that  time  until  the  war  closed  was  in  every 
engagement  in  which  the  regiment  took  part.  He 
fought  in  thirty-eight  general  engagements  and 
numerous  skirmishes,  and  never  received  a  scratch 
from  bullet  or  sabre.  He  veteranized  in  1864,  and 
fought  for  the  last  time  at  Appomattox  Court 
House,  April  9,  1865.  He  took  part  in  the  Grand 
Review  at  Washington,  and  was  discharged  at  De- 
troit, July  25,  1865,  after  having  served  three 
years  and  about  five  months. 

Mr.  Leonard  returned  to  his  home  and  located 
on  land  he  had  purchased  during  the  war,  which 
consisted  of  one  hundred  and  two  acres  on  section 
20.  It  is  situated  on  the  shore  of  High  Hill  Lake, 
and  is  a  fertile  tract  from  which  good  crops  can  be 
raised.  Mr.  Leonard  has  cleared  the  tract  and 
placed  upon  it  such  farm  buildings  as  are  usually 
put  up  by  a  man  engaged  in  general  husbandry. 
He  is  a  hard-working  man,  whose  honesty  and  good 
citizenship  are  well  known,  and  who  is  correspon- 
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dingly  regarded  by  his  acquaintances.  He  lias 
been  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  order,  and  be- 
longs to  Edward  F.  Cox  Post,  No.  122.  G.  A.  II., 
at  Assyria.  Politically  he  is  a  stanch  Republican, 
and  it  would  be  strange  indeed  to  find  him  absent 
from  the  polls  when  the  ballot  box  was  open. 

In  Battle  Creek,  October  21,  1874,  the  rights  of 
wedlock  were  celebrated  between  Mr.  Leonard  and 
Miss  Mary  J.  Smith.  The  bride  was  born  in  West 
Chester,  Pa.,  March  2,  1853,  but  was  reared  and 
educated  in  Michigan,  to  which  her  parents  came 
in  her  early  childhood.  Her  father,  Robert  Smith, 
was  born  in  Yorkshire,  England,  and  was  a  shep- 
herd there.  In  1852  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  with 
his  wife,  formerly  Martha  Ledler,  and  located  in 
the  Keystone  State,  where  he  was  employed  on  a 
farm  two  years.  He  then  came  to  Calhoun  County, 
this  State,  and  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Penn- 
(ield  Township,  where  he  lived  a  few  years,  then 
sold  it  and  bought  an  equal  amount  in  Assyria 
Township,  Barry  County;  here  he  died  at  the  age 
of  forty-seven  years.  His  widow  is  living  in  Cal- 
houn County.  She  too  was  born  in  Yorkshire, 
England,  and  her  father  was  John  Ledler.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Leonard  are  the  parents  of  three  children, 
who  are  named  respectively,  Clara  E.,  Georgie  O. 
and  Pearlie  M. 

— ~~&*%**$r~ ~ 

W-  ILLIAM  P.  RUSSELL.  The  simple  record 
of  an  honorable  life  is  the  best  monument 
that  can  be  reared  to  any  citizen,  and  we 
shall  therefore  not  attempt  to  enlarge  upon  the  his- 
tory of  the  gentleman  above  named,  who  is  residing 
at  Grand  Ledge,  Eaton  County,  and  is  one  of  its 
most  reputable  citizens.  He  is  the  son  of  William 
P.  and  Esther  (Smith)  Russell,  and  was  born  in 
Salisbury,  Litchfield  County,  Conn.,  December  26, 
1810.  His  father  was  a  merchant  in  early  years 
but  devoted  his  later  days  to  farming,  at  which 
occupation  our  subject  was  reared.  William  P. 
Russell,  Jr.,  obtained  what  was  in  that  day  consid- 
ered a  fair  education,  this  consisting  of  three  or 
four  months'  attendance  at  school  during  the  win- 
ter season,  but  at  the  age  of  sixteen  he  entered  the 


academy  at  Lyons,  N.  Y..  intending  to  take  a  thor- 
ough course.  After  attending,  however,  but  little 
more  than  six  months,  young  as  he  was  he  was  se- 
lected to  teach  school  and  so  well  did  he  succeed 
in  this  new  calling  that  it  ended  his  school  days  as 
a  student.  He  followed  the  life  of  a  pedagogue 
six  terms,  after  which  time  he  devoted  his  entire 
life  to  farming. 

Miss  Mercy  K.  Benedict  became  the  wife  of  our 
subject  in  April,  1830.  She  was  a  native  of  Con- 
necticut and  bore  her  husband  one  daughter — 
Mercy  R.,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Ebon  F.  Miles, 
of  Garden  City,  Kan.  April  3,  1845,  Mrs.  Russell 
was  called  hence,  and  her  remains  now  lie  buried 
in  the  cemetery  at  Walcott,  N.  Y.  Our  subject 
took  for  his  second  wife  Miss  EmeJine  A.,  daughter 
of  Nathaniel  and  Dorcas  (Carpenter)  Gage,  the 
marriage  ceremony  being  celebrated  June  10,  1846. 
The  parents  of  Mrs.  Russell  died  in  1865  at  the  ages 
of  eighty-four  and  eighty-three  years  respectively. 
Her  union  with  our  subject  has  been  blessed  by  the 
birth  of  two  children,  sons — Charles  G.  and  Will- 
iam Edwin.  In  June,  1862,  Charles  enlisted  as  a 
private  in  Company  D,  Fourth  Michigan  Cavalry, 
when  only  seventeen  years  old.  He  afterward 
served  as  bugler  at  the  headquarters  and  as  orderly 
for  the  officers.  While  carrying  dispatches  at 
Chickamauga  he  was  wounded  in  the  elbow.  This 
ended  his  active  service  for  a  time  and  he  was 
given  a  furlough  until  able  to  report  for  duty,  at 
which  time  he  was  sent  the  front.  While  in  camp 
at  Eastport,  Miss.,  he  was  taken  sick  and  died  of 
smallpox,  March  26,  1865,  after  having  so  faith- 
fully served  his  country,  but  not,  however,  until 
its  perils  were  over.  His  body  lies  buried  in  a 
Southern  grave.  W.  Edwin  Russell,  second  son  of 
our  subject,  was  married  to  Jean  Pettibone  and 
resides  near  the  city  of  Grand  Ledge  on  a  farm. 

The  grandfather  of  Mr.  Russell  served  as  an 
officer  in  the  War  of  1812  and  died  in  Salisbury, 
N.  Y.,  and  his  mother's  brother  was  killed  in  the 
same  war.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  well- 
known  and  highly  respected  citizen  of  Salisbury 
where  he  served  his  county  as  Sheriff  two  terms; 
he  died  in  that  place.  Mr.  Russell  has  served 
as  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  has  held  numerous 
school  offices.     In    politics   his  sentiments  are  in 
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harmony  with  the  principles  of  the  Democratic 
party.  He  and  his  wife  are  efficient  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  bearing  a  promi- 
nent part  in  the  work  of  the  society  and  in  all 
matters  which  will  add  to  the  welfare  of  the  com- 
munity. A  law-abiding  citizen,  possessed  of  good 
social  qualities  and  excellent  character,  he  is  held 
in  good  repute  by  his  neighbors  and  friends. 


EDWIN  NIXON.  A  high  standing  among 
the  agriculturists  of  Eaton  County  is  that 
of  Mr.  Nixon,  whose  beautiful  farm  in 
Oneida  Township  is  a  visible  testimonial  to  the 
success  with  which  he  meets  and  the  value  of  his 
theory  and  practice.  He  divides  his  time  between 
the  cultivation  of  diversified  crops  and  the  raising 
of  stock,  being  unusually  successful  with  sheep  and 
having  a  preference  for  high-grade  Shropshires.  His 
present  location  is  that  in  which  he  has  spent  the 
greater  part  of  his  life,  he  having  been  born  here 
January  7,  1843.  His  parents  are  the  Hon.  Robert 
and  Isabella  (Huddleson)  Nixon,  of  whom  further 
mention  is  made  on  another  page  in  this  Album. 

The  education  of  Mr.  Nixon  was  obtained  in  the 
district  school  which,  even  in  his  boyhood,  was  of 
no  mean  order.  Incidents  of  pioneer  life  are  among 
the  most  vivid  in  his  memory,  and  his  attempts  to 
brin<*  down  the  deer  that  were  then  so  numerous, 
and  the  universal  failures  occasioned  by  the  "buck 
fever' '  will  not  soon  be  forgotten.  His  days  were 
passed  amid  the  privations,  toils,  joys  and  excite- 
ments connected  with  a  new  country,  until  the 
stirring  times  of  1861,  when  the  telegraph  wires 
flashed  the  news  of  the  country's  danger. 

On  the  call  of  President  Lincoln  for  seventy-five 
thousand  soldiers,  young  Nixon  and  many  patriotic 
acquaintances  enlisted  in  the  Sixth  Michigan  In- 
fantry under  Capt.  S.  W.  Fowler.  They  signed 
the  muster-roll  May  17,  1861,  and  immediately 
went  to  the  front,  but  some  six  weeks  later  were 
disbanded,  as  the  call  was  changed  in  character. 
Young  Nixon  returned  to  his  home  and  in  Septem- 
ber of  the  same  }rear  again  enlisted,  this  time  in 
Company  B,  Second  United  States  Berdan's  Sharp- 


shooters. The  company  organized  at  Lansing  and 
joined  the  regiment  at  Washington,  D.  C,  remain- 
ing there  some  five  months,  undergoing  a  severe 
course  of  instruction  under  regular  army  officers. 
They  were  called  out  but  once  and  then  went  into 
Virginia  and  got  within  hearing  of  the  fighting, 
but  did  not  take  part  in  it. 

Late  in  January,  1862,  Mr.  Nixon  and  his  cousin, 
Robert  J.  Nixon,  were  taken  with  the  measles  and 
the  cousin  soon  died.  Our  subject  was  spared,  but 
the  disease,  combined  with  rheumatism,  so  under- 
mined his  constitution  that  he  was  unable  to  do 
further  duty  and  on  the  following  March  his  mili- 
tary career  ended.  While  debarred  from  activity 
on  the  tented  field  he  could  encourage  the  Union 
cause  and  give  his  influence  to  upholding  the  old 
flag.  This  he  did,  and  when  the  Grand  Army  was 
organized  he  became  a  charter  member  of  Earl 
Halbert  Post,  No.  108,  at  Grand  Ledge. 

Mr.  Nixon  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Edna  Beers,  daughter  of  Harrison  and  Fanny  (Boyd) 
Beers,  November  21,  1866.  The  bride  was  born 
in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  and  possessed  the  intelli- 
gence and  worth  of  character  that  have  made  her 
home  life  happy  and  given  her  recognition  among 
the  best  circles  of  the  neighborhood.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Nixon  two  children  have  been  born,  named 
respectively  Ora  H.  and  Fanny. 


V 


<|  1MLLIAM  SOUTH  WORTH  is  probably  as 
widely  and  favorably  known  as  any  man 
in  Eaton  County.  He  belongs  to  the  class 
of  sturdy  pioneers  who  formed  the  vanguard  of 
civilization  here,  and  toiled  and  endured,  buoyed 
up  by  the  hope  of  better  times  and  the  desire  to 
promote  the  good  of  posterity.  His  pleasant  home 
is  on  section  24,  Eaton  Township,  the  land  com- 
prising seventy-eight  acres,  whose  original  value 
has  been  greatly  enhanced  by  the  good  improve- 
ments that  have  been  made  thereon.  In  the  accu- 
mulation of  property  and  the  fitting  up  of  his  com- 
fortable home,  he  has  been  ably  assisted  by  his 
wife,  who  for  more  than  three- score  years  has 
given  him  encouragement,  counsel  and  aid. 
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In  Washington  County,  N.  Y.,  September  23, 
1805,  he  of  whom  we  write  was  born  to  Orrin  and 
Lydia  (Town)  Southworth.  His  father  was  a  na- 
tive of  Connecticut  and  his  mother  of  Vermont, 
and  they  were  of  English  and  Scotch  ancestry  re- 
spectively. Of  the  eight  children  born  to  them 
the  survivors  are  William,  George  and  Alonzo,  all 
living  in  the  same  township.  The  maternal  grand- 
father of  our  subject  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier 
and  was  one  of  those  who  took  part  in  the  battle  of 
Bunker  Hill.  When  he  was  twelve  years  old  Will- 
iam Southworth  accompanied  his  parents  to  Niag- 
ara County,  N.  Y.,  and  after  a  residence  there  of 
four  years  removed  to  Genesee  County.  There 
he  attained  to  man's  estate  and  completed  his  prep- 
aration for  his  life  work.  Owing  to  the  surround- 
ings of  his  early  life  his  school  privileges  were 
limited  and  he  had  not  the  advantages  of  a  higher 
education,  but  having  a  solid  foundation  of  prac- 
tical knowledge  he  has  gained  much  general  infor- 
mation and  ranks  among  the  progressive  men  of 
the  neighborhood. 

In  his  early  manhood  Mr.  Southworth  wooed  and 
won  Aseneth    Walworth,   daughter  of   James  and 
Polly   (Cummins)   Walworth,  with    whom   he  was 
united    in   marriage    in    Genesee  County,    N.   Y. 
April  8,  1827.     The  maternal  great-grandfather  of 
Mrs.  Southworth  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  and 
her  father  fought  during  the  War  of  1812  and  was 
wounded  at  Buffalo  when  that  city  was  burned  by 
the  British.     She  received  the  usual   education  of 
the  peiiod  in  which  her  youth  was    spent,   which 
included  housewifely  arts  unknown    to  the  women 
of  to-day.     Her  duties    to    her    family  have   been 
faithfully  discharged   and  she    has   found    time  to 
perform  many  deeds  of  neighborly  kindness.     The 
surviving  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Southworth  are 
Mary,  wife  of  Benjamin  F.  Crain,  living   in  Eaton 
Township,    this  county;    Lydia,   wife   of  Eugene 
Bailey,  whose  home  is  in  Kent  County;  Emily,  who 
married  John  Wall  and  lives  in    Eaton  Township; 
Almira,  wife  of  Benjamin  Gibbs,  living  in  Hamlin 
Township;  and  Ellen,  wife  of  William  Gibbs  of 
Eaton    Township.      The    deceased   are   Orrin    O., 
Edwin  J.,  Louisa  J.  and  an  infant. 

In  the  spring  of    1836  Mr.  Southworth  with  his 
wife  and   four    children    came  to   Michigan,   and 


leaving  his  family  with  relatives  in  Washtenaw 
County,  he  came  hither  and  prepared  buildings  in 
which  to  house  them.  He  settled  in  the  midst  of 
the  forest  where  wild  animals  abounded  and  did 
much  hard  work  in  order  to  bring  his  land  to  its 
present  condition.  He  and  his  were  subject  to  pri- 
vations and  endured  self-denials,  but  looking  back 
can  recall  many  pleasant  scenes  and  rejoice  in  the 
happiness  of  their  home.  They  are  now  enjoying 
the  fruits  of  their  former  industry,  surrounded  in 
their  old  age  by  children  and  friends  and  having 
about  them  all  the  comforts  of  life. 

During  two  terms  Mr.  Southworth  served  as 
Township  Supervisor  with  credit  and  for  two  years 
►was  Township  Treasurer,  and  was  also  Highway 
Commissioner  and  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  is  a 
Democrat  and  voted  for  Gen.  Jackson  when  that 
gallant  soldier  was  first  elected  to  the  Presidency. 
For  ten  years  he  was  in  charge  of  Eaton  post-office 
which  was  located  at  his  house  but  was  abolished 
many  years  ago  in  favor  of  neighboring  villages. 
He  has  manifested  the  true  public  spirit  and  given 
his  aid  to  various  objects  that  promised  to  improve 
the  condition  of  the  people  in  this  part  of  the  State. 
Wherever  he  is  known  he  is  respected  and  no  less 
esteem  is  given  to  his  companion. 


••o*o-(<^<fSB"0*0- 


Vl 


^ 


f  OSIAH  PERKINS,  a  brave  and  efficient 
soldier  in  the  late  Civil  War,  has  shown  the 
value  of  his  citizenship  in  Eaton  County  by 
the  work  he  has  accomplished  as  an  intelli- 
gent and  skillful  farmer,  in  developing  from  the 
forest  wilds  a  choice  farm  finely  located  on  sections 
16  and  9,  in  the  pleasant  township  of  Sunfield.  Mr. 
Perkins  was  born  in  Medina  County,  Ohio,  Febru- 
ary 12,  1836,  in  the  pioneer  home  of  his  parents, 
Charles  and  Hannah  (Grant)  Perkins,  who  were 
natives  of  New  York  State.  They  were  married  in 
Ohio,  of  which  their  parents  were  among  the  early 
settlers,  going  thither  when  the  father  and  mother 
of  our  subject  were  children. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  carpenter  by 
trade,  and  also  followed  farming.  He  was  well 
known  and  greatly  respected  in  Medina  County,  of 
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which  he  was  at  one  time  Sheriff.  He  and  his  good 
wife  were  sincere  Christians  and  faithful  members 
of  the  United  Brethren  Church  until  death  called 
them  hence.  Mr.  Perkins  was  originally  a  Demo- 
crat, but  when  Lincoln  was  a  candidate  for  the 
Presidency  he  supported  him  and  from  that  time 
voted  with  the  Republicans. 

In  July,  1853,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Perkins  came 
to  Michigan  and  spent  their  remaining  days  at 
Woodland,  Barry  County.  The  father  was  killed 
by  a  tree  falling  on  him.  The  parental  family  in- 
cluded the  following  children:  Chester  J.,  Rabecca, 
Josiah,  Sarah,  Abigail,  Wilson,  Pamelia  and  Lornira. 
Wilson  gave  up  his  life  while  bravely  fighting  for 
his  country,  as  he  was  shot  in  Virginia  just  three- 
days  before  Lee's  surrender.  The  paternal  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  Josiah  Perkins,  was  born  in 
the  State  of  New  York,  and  died  in  Medina  County, 
Ohio.  Our  subject's  maternal  grandfather  was 
Elihu  Grant,  the  son  of  a  Revolutionary  soldier. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  sketch  was  reared 
on  a  farm  in  his  native  county,  and  under  the  pio- 
neer influences  then  prevailing  in  that  part  of  the 
country  he  grew  to  a  strong,  self-reliant  manhood. 
His  school  advantages  were  limited,  and  he  received 
no  education  only  such  as  he  picked  up  from  time 
to  time  as  opportunity  offered.  He  was  well- 
drilled,  however,  in  agricultural  pursuits  and  gained 
a  thorough  practical  knowledge  of  the  calling  that 
he  was  to  adopt  as  his  life  work.  He  came  to  Michi- 
gan with  his  parents  in  1853,  and  gave  his  father 
the  benefit  of  his  labors  until  he  was  twenty  years 
of  age.  He  then  started  out  on  his  own  account, 
and  in  1856  had  save^  enough  money  to  invest  in 
forty  acres  of  school  land  on  section  16,  Sun  field 
Township,  which  is  now  included  in  his  homestead. 
It  was  heavily  timbered  with  the  trees  of  the  prime- 
val forests,  by  which  it  was  also  surrounded  on 
every  side,  wa3  five  miles  from  a  clearing,  with  no 
roads  cut  to  it,  and  everything  was  just  as  nature 
had  left  it. 

Our  subject  went  to  work  with  a  good  will  to 
clear  his  land  and  prepare  it  for  settlement,  and  in 
November,  1857,  located  on  it  permanently.  He 
has  since  bought  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
besides,  and  now  has  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
Of  fine  land  on.  section.  \Q  and  9,  Sunfield  Town- 


ship, of  which  one  hundred  acres  are  under  a  high 
state  of  cultivation.  He  has  his  farm  amply  sup- 
plied with  buildings  of  a  substantial  order  and  with 
every  convenience  for  carrying  on  farming  and 
stock-raising  after  the  best  methods,  and  his  fine 
place  shows  orderliness,  thrift  and  the  best  of  care 
under  his  superior  management.  He  started  in 
life  a  poor  boy,  and  has  made  all  that  he  has  by 
sheer  hard  work,  close  attention  to  his  business,  the 
exercise  of  sound  common  sense  and  honorable 
and  upright  dealings. 

Our  subject  had  obtained  a  fairly  good  start,  and 
was  making  excellent  progress  in  reclaiming  his 
farm  from  the  wilderness,  when  he  threw  aside  all 
personal  considerations  in  1865  to  join  his  brave 
fellow-citizens  at  the  front  to  help  fight  his  coun- 
try's battles.  He  enlisted  in  Company  F,  Sixth 
Michigan  Cavahy,  and  was  sent  to  Harper's  Ferry, 
Md.  His  regiment  took  part  in  the  Grand  Review 
at  Washington,  but  army  life  was  not  yet  over  for 
the  soldiers  composing  the  Michigan  brigade  of 
cavalry,  which  was  ordered  to  Ft.  Leavenworth. 
From  there  our  subject  and  his  comrades  crossed 
the  plains  to  Salt  Lake  City,  and  thence  proceeded 
to  the  Powder  River  to  help  establish  Ft.  Mereno. 
Mr.  Perkins  was  mustered  out  at  Ft.  Bridger  in 
Wyoming,  and  received  his  final  discharge  from  the 
army  in  March,  1866.  He  then  started  for  home 
and  drove  across  the  plains,  a  distance  of  eleven 
hundred  and  fifty  miles,  and  arrived  here  the  fol- 
lowing May. 

While  Mr.  Perkins  was  in  the  service,  loyally 
doing  his  duty  by  his  country,  his  land  was  lost  to 
him  by  fraud,  and  it  cost  him  four  dollars  an  acre 
to  get  it  back  again,  leaving  him  one  hundred  dol- 
lars worse  off  than  he  was  when  he  went  to  war. 
He  did  not  allow  this  misfortune  to  discourage  him, 
but  kept  steadily  at  work,  and  has  been  prospered 
accordingly.  He  is  a  man  of  plain,  outspoken 
character,  frank  and  fearless  in  his  manner,  tena- 
cious of  purpose,  and  of  unswerving  probity,  whose 
word  is  never  doubted,  and  all  who  know  him  place 
implicit  trust  in  him.  Politically,  he  is  a  stanch 
Republican.  Religiously,  he  is  an  active  member 
of  the  United  Brethren  Church,  with  which  he  has 
been  connected  thirty-five  years.  His  wife  is  also 
a  member  in  high  standing  of  that  church. 
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February  22,  1857,  Mr.  Perkins  was  married  to 
Miss  Clementine  Goss  of  this  town  and  county,  and 
to  them  three  children  were  born,  namely:  Stephen, 
Ardella  and  Wilson.  Mrs.  Perkins  was  a  daughter 
of  Benjamin  and  Matilda  Goss.  She  died  in  Novem- 
ber, 1865,  while  our  subject  was  in  service.  Mr. 
Perkins  second  marriage,  which  took  place  June  19, 
1866,  was  with  Miss  Emma  M.  Jacokes  of  this  town 
and  county.  She  is  a  native  of  this  State,  born  in 
Washtenaw  County  in  1846,  and  a  daughter  of 
William  H.  and  Emily  (King)  Jacokes.  In  the 
pleasant  home  that  she  has  assisted  our  subject  in 
building  up,  seven  children  have  been  born  to  them, 
who  are  named  N orris,  Josiah,  Charley,  William, 
Edith,  Mary  and  Rome. 

p;isewhere  in  this  volume  appears  a  lithographic 
view  of  the  comfortable  home  and  pleasant  sur- 
roundings on  the  estate  of  Mr.  Perkins. 


AMUEL  WHEATON,  the  owner  and  occu- 
pant of  one  hundred  and  ten  acres  of  choice 
land  in  Chester  Township,  Eaton  County, 
has  been  a  resident  of  Michigan  for  fifty- 
seven  years.  He  was  born  in  Steuben  County, 
N.  Y.,  May  31,  1819,  in  an  humble  cabin  con- 
structed out  of  hemlock  logs.  He  conned  his  lessons 
in  an  old-fashioned  schoolhouse  which  was  warmed 
by  blazing  logs  in  an  immense  fireplace  and  supplied 
with  furniture  of  the  most  primitive  description.  He 
came  to  this  State  with  his  parents  in  1833  and  at 
the  early  age  of  fourteen  began  to  work  out  as  a 
farm  hand,  receiving  $10  per  month  for  his  services 
until  he  was  nineteen,  after  which  his  remuneration 
was  advanced  to  $15. 

During  the  early  years  when  much  of  this  State 
was  still  covered  with  heavy  timber  Mr.  Wheaton 
did  a  great  deal  of  chopping  and  clearing  and  be- 
tween three  and  four  hundred  acres  of  land  was 
shorn  of  the  forest  growth  through  his  aid.  The 
Wheaton  family  were  the  first  to  settle  in  Chester 
Township,  Eaton  County,  and  the  locality  they 
opened  up  is  now  known  as  Wheaton  Corners.  Our 
subject  and  two  older  brothers  followed  an  Indian 
trail  from  Bellevue  to  its  junction  with  the  Clinton 


road  and  there  pitched  their  tent.  The  surrounding 
woods  were  full  of  game  and  Indians,  but  they 
were  undismayed  by  the  toil  they  foresaw  would 
be  necessary  in  order  to  make  comfortable  homes 
or  by  the  dangers  that  lurked  behind  bush  and  tree. 
The  first  land  bought  by  Mr.  Wheaton  was  a 
wild  tract  which  came  into  his  possession  about 
1839.  Year  by  year  his  surroundings  improved 
and  he  now  has  as  well  developed  a  body  of  land 
as  is  to  be  found  within  a  circuit  of  many  miles. 
A  visitor  to  his  home  will  find  his  dwelling  a  sub- 
stantial and  well-arranged  one,  whose  furnishing 
is  in  keeping  with  the  ideas  of  those  who  occupy 
it  and  the  means  which  enable  them  to  carry  out 
their  wishes;  he  will  see  around  it  a  complete  line 
of  outbuildings  and  the  fruit  and  shade  trees  that 
add  sj  much  to  the  beauty  as  well  as  the  comfort 
of  a  home. 

Mr.  Wheaton  was  fortunate  in  his  choice  of  a 
life  companion  and  was  married,  August  8,  1844, 
to  Sylvia  Cooper.  This  lady  was  born  in  Canada, 
April  10,  1825,  but  her  father,  Samuel  Cooper, 
was  a  native  of  New  York.  She  is  well  versed  in 
the  housewifely  arts  without  which  a  woman's  edu- 
cation is  not  complete,  and  possesses  a  fine  charac- 
ter which  exerts  an  influence  at  home  and  abroad. 
She  has  become  the  mother  of  four  children :  John 
F.,  now  deceased;  Lois  E.,  Frank  C,  and  an  infant 
who  died  unnamed.  Mrs.  Wheaton  is  a  member  of 
the  Christian  Church  and  Mr.  Wheaton  holds  to 
the  Baptist  faith.  The  church  organization  with 
which  he  was  formerly  identified  was  disbanded  and 
he  has  not  connected  himself  with  any  other  but 
attends  that  of  which  his  wife  is  a  member.  He 
has  filled  various  local  otfices  and  in  every  position 
was  found  to  be  trustworthy  and  loyal  to  the  peo- 
ple. He  was  Constable  twent}r4wo  years  and  Dep- 
uty Sheriff  two  years.  A  member  of  the  Whig 
party  in  his  early  life,  on  its  dissolution  he  became 
a  Republican  and  still  votes  with  that  party. 

The  Wheaton  family  springs  from  England, 
whence  the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject  emi- 
grated to  Rhode  Island.  His  son  William,  Jr.,  was 
born  in  that  State  but  died  near  Albany,  N.  Y., 
where  he  lived  for  many  years.  He  attained  to 
the  venerable  age  of  ninety-seven  years.  He  took 
up  arms  when  the  Colonists  asserted  their  indepen<|- 
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ence  and  fought  at  Bunker  Hill  when  in  his  eight- 
eenth  year.  Samuel  Wheaton,  Sr.,  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  New  York  May  8,  1782,  and 
died  in  Eaton  County,  December  26,  1847.  Upon 
coming  to  this  State  in  1833  he  made  his  home  in 
Washtenaw  County  but  ere  many  years  came  to 
Katon  County.  His  wife  was  of  Irish  parentage 
and  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Phebe  Coy.  Her 
father  emigrated  from  the  Emerald  Isle  prior  to 
the  Revolution  and  fought  against  the  English  at 
that  time.  Mrs.  Wheaton  was  born  in  New  York, 
March  15,  1785,  and  died  in  this  State  September 
20,  1862.  To  her  and  her  husband  nine  children 
came  and  four  of  the  number  are  still  living. 

rfff*S\  APT.  SAMUEL  AULLS  held  a  prominent 
(ll  Place  amon&  tlie  pioneers  of  Eaton  County, 

^^dy  and  was  an  important  agent  in  the  develop- 
ment of  its  agriculture  while  he  lived.  By  a  life- 
time of  industry  and  devotion  to  his  business, 
seconded  by  sound  judgment  and  good  financial 
talent,  he  improved  a  large  and  valuable  farm  in 
Eaton  Township,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal farmers  for  many  years.  Capt.  Aulls  was  a 
native  of  the  State  of  New  York  and  was  born 
April  1 2,  1 802.  He  was  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Ruth 
Aulls,  and  received  his  early  education  in  the 
schools  of  his  native  State,  which  did  not  offer 
many  advantages  for  the  pupils  of  that  day  to  ad- 
vance far  in  learning,  so  that  in  reality  he  was 
mainly  self-educated,  as  he  was  fond  of  reading, 
was  a  close  observer,  and  always  kept  well  informed 
on  all  topics  of  general  interest. 

In  the  month  of  November,  1833,  the  Captain 
took  Jin  important  step  in  life  that  materially  added 
to  his  happiness  and  after- welfare,  as  he  was  then 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mina  Andrews,  who  as 
long  as  he  lived  devoted  herself  unselfishly  and 
unwearyingiy  to  his  interests  and  to  the  care  of  the 
children  that  came  to  them.  The  venerable  widow 
of  our  subject  is  still  living  in  the  pleasant  home 
that  she  §o  ably  assisted  her  husband  to  build,  and 
here,  as  life's  shadows  are  lengthening  towards  sun- 
set, she  is  serenely  passing  her  declining  years,  sur- 


rounded by  her  children  and  many  friends  whom 
she  has  gathered  around  her  during  the  half  cen- 
tury that  she  has  been  a  resident  of  this  county, 
and  by  whom  she  is  well  beloved  for  those  fine 
qualities  of  head  and  heart  that  mark  her  a  true 
woman.  Mrs.  Aulls  comes  of  good  old  Revolu- 
tionary and  New  England  stock,  and  was  born 
amid  the  beautiful  scenes  of  Pennington  County, 
Vt.,  May  21.  1811.  Her  parents,  William  and 
Azuba  (Howe)  Andrews,  were  also  New  Englanders 
by  birth  and  were  genuine  Yankees.  Mrs.  Aulls 
was  reared  to  womanhood  in  her  native  State  and 
was  educated  in  its  common  schools.  Both  her 
paternal  and  maternal  grandfathers  are  said  to  have 
fought  in  the  Revolution.  Six  of  the  eight  chil- 
dren born  to  our  subject  and  his  wife  are  living, 
namely:  Harriet,  William;  Jenna,  wife  of  Samuel 
Pollock,  the  present  Sheriff  of  Eaton  County; 
Thomas;  Fanny,  wife  of  Frank  Force;  and  Charles. 

For  a  number  of  years  after  his  marriage  the 
Captain  resided  in  New  York  State.  In  1840  he 
came  to  Eaton  County  with  his  wife  and  the  four 
children  that  had  been  born  to  them  in  their  old 
home,  performing  the  journey  hither  with  a  team 
to  Buffalo,  from  there  by  boat  to  Detroit,  whence 
they  came  to  this  section  with  a  team.  Our  subject 
bought  eighty  acres  of  land  from  the  Government, 
paying  $1.25  a  acre  for  it,  making  this  purchase 
several  years  before  he  removed  hither  with  his 
family,  when  he  had  come  here  on  a  prospecting 
tour.  He  located  in  the  woods  on  section  20,  Eaton 
Township,  and  the  old  homestead  is  still  occupied 
by  his  family.  He  first  built  a  log  cabin  during 
the  winter  time,  making  it  large  enough  to  shelter 
his  family  comfortably,  and  in  after  years  he  re- 
placed it  with  the  present  commodious  residence, 
which  is  said  to  have  been  the  first  frame  house 
erected  in  this  neighborhood.  He  did  much  hard 
pioneer  work  in  his  day,  and  as  a  result  he  im- 
proved a  very  valuable  farm  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death  had  an  estate  of  three  hundred  acres  of  fine 
land,  being  one  of  the  moneyed  men  of  the  town- 
ship which  he  aided  in  upbuilding. 

November  28,  1879,  this  good  man  rested  from 
his  labors  and  closed  his  eyes  in  that  sleep  that 
knows  no  waking.  His  death  was  mourned  far 
beyond  his  beloved  home  circle,  and  his  township 
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and  county  lost  one  of  their  best  citizens,  who  was 
always  earnestly  interested  in  the  public  good,  and 
was  known  far  and  wide  as  a  man  of  unswerving 
probity,  whose  word  was  never  doubted  and  whose 
relations  with  his  fellow-men  were  always  of  the 
most  kindly  nature,  so  that  though  more  than  a 
decade  has  gone  by  since  he  passed  away,  his  mem- 
ory is  still  cherished  in  the  hearts  of  those  who 
honored  and  revered  him  while  he  was  living. 
While  a  resident  of  New  York  our  subject  was 
Captain  of  a  regiment  of  State  militia.  He  was  a 
firm  Democrat  in  his  politics.  He  held  a  number 
of  the  offices  of  Eaton  Township  and  proved  to  be 
a  civic  official  of  true  public  spirit,  who  always  did 
his  whole  duty  in  whatever  position  he  was  placed. 


■^-HhS^e^Sr-M- 


^f/UDIAH  P.  PERKINS,  a  veteran  of  the  late 
war,  and  ex-Sheriff  of  Eaton  County,  is 
prominently  identified  with  the  business 
interests  of  Charlotte  as  owner  and  operator 
of  the  Foster  Flour  Mill.  He  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Burlington,  Otsego  County,  N.  Y„  Jan- 
uary 14,  1838,  Truman  H.  Perkins,  his  father, 
was  born  on  the  same  farm  as  himself,  and  was  a 
son  of  Ebenezer  Perkins,  a  native  of  Rhode  Isl- 
and. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  reared  in  his 
New  England  birthplace,  and  when  a  young  man 
started  for  the  then  "Far  West"  with  all  his  earthly 
possessions  in  a  pack,  and  made  his  way  on  foot  to 
the  wilds  of  Otsego  County,  N.  Y.  He  bought  a 
tract  of  timber  in  what  is  now  the  town  of  Burling- 
ton, and  became  one  of  its  first  settlers.  For  many 
years  after  he  located  in  New  York  there  were  no 
railroads  or  canals  in  the  State,  and  the  nearest 
market  for  produce  was  on  the  banks  of  the  Hud- 
son, many  miles  away.  After  the  Erie  Canal  was 
constructed  Utica,  twenty-eight  miles  distant,  be- 
came the  market  and  depot  for  supplies.  Mr. 
Perkins  cleared  a  farm  from  the  forest  wilds,  and 
resided  thereon  until  1848,  when  he  went  to  live 
with  his  eldest  son  in  Cortland  County,  where  his 
life  was  ended  at  a  ripe  old  age.  The  maiden  name 
of  his  wife  was  Ruth  Parker.     After  the  death  of 


her  husband  she  went  to  Ohio  and  made  her  home 
with  her  son,  Truman  II.,  until  she  died. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared  and  mar- 
ried in  his  native  county,  and  resided  on  the  old 
homestead  until  1847,  when  he  sold  out,  and  in 
April  of  that  3^ear  removed  to  Burlington  Flats. 
In  the  fall  of  1848  he  left  that  place  to  take  up  his 
abode  in  Ohio,  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  three 
children.  They  proceeded  on  their  journey  with  a 
team  to  Utica,  where  they  embarked  on  the  canal 
for  Buffalo.  At  the  latter  place  they  boarded  the 
propeller  "Republic,"  and  in  due  time  were  landed 
at  Cleveland.  An  uncle  of  Judiah  P.,  who  accom- 
panied them  there,  took  the  mother  and  two  chil- 
dren and  the  goods  to  Liverpool,  Medina  County, 
and  our  subject  and  his  father  made  their  way 
thither  on  foot.  They  lived  there  until  1849,  when 
Mr.  Perkins  bought  a  tract  of  land  at  Grafton, 
Lorain  County.  One-half  of  the  land  was  cleared, 
and  that  with  a  log  house  and  frame  barn  consti- 
tuted the  improvements  on  the  place.  For  some 
years  Cleveland,  twenty-eight  miles  away,  was  the 
nearest  market. 

In  February,  1865,  Mr.  Perkins,  having  dis- 
posed of  his  property  in  Grafton  came  to  Char- 
lotte with  his  family,  and  after  a  three  years' 
residence  here  bought  a  farm  two  miles  northeast 
of  the  city,  whereon  he  made  his  home  until 
death  terminated  his  mortal  career.  The  maiden 
name  of  his  wife  was  Esther  Crawford.  She  was 
born  in  Orange  County,  N.  Y.,  was  a  daughter  of 
Joseph  Crawford,  and  died  on  the  home  farm  at  a 
venerable  age.  The  four  children  born  to  the  par- 
ents of  our  subject  were:  Elizabeth,  Judiah  P., 
Jane  and  Ebenezer. 

Our  subject  was  a  lad  of  ten  years  when  his  par- 
ents removed  to  Ohio.  He  attended  the  public 
schools  of  New  York,  and  his  education  was  com- 
pleted in  the  schools  of  the  Buckeye  State.  He 
assisted  his  father  on  the  farm,  and  remained  an 
inmate  of  the  parental  household  until  1859.  In 
the  spring  of  that  year  he  drove  with  a  team  to 
Charlotte,  and  until  the  following  December  was 
engaged  in  the  liverj^  and  stage  business  in  this 
city  with  his  brother-in-law,  Gilbert  Dale.  Re- 
turning then  to  Ohio  he  bought  an  interest  in  his 
father's  farm,  and  carried  on  agricultural  pursuits 
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until  1862.  In  September  of  that  year  he  offered 
his  services  to  his  country,  and  became  a  member 
of  Company  D,  Hoffman's  Battalion,  which  one 
year  later  was  re-organized  and  was  designated  as 
the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-eighth  Ohio  In- 
fantry. 

The  regiment  was  stationed  at  Johnson's  Island, 
guarding  prisoners,  until  1863,  when  it  was  dis- 
patched to  Virginia,  and  did  duty  in  that  State  and 
West  Virginia  for  a  time.  Later  it  was  sent  back 
to  Johnson's  Island  to  guard  prisoners,  and  was 
thus  occupied  until  the  cessation  of  hostilities. 
Mr.  Perkins  was  honorably  discharged  June  8,  of 
that  year,  having  won  an  honorable  military  record 
for  faithfulness  and  efficiency  as  a  soldier. 

In  August,  after  his  retirement  from  the  army, 
our  subject  again  came  to  Charlotte,  and  in  Decem- 
ber he  and  his  father  bought  a~  blacksmith  and 
wagon  shop,  which  they  operated  two  years.  After 
that  Mr.  Perkins  dealt  in  stock  and  speculated  in 
land.  etc.  In  1870  he  located  on  a  tract  of  timber 
land  three  miles  from  Charlotte,  and  with  assid- 
uous and  well-directed  labor  he  developed  this  into 
a  fine  farm,  which  is  still  in  his  possession.  He 
resided  upon  it  until  1885,  then  came  to  the  city, 
and  has  ever  since  made  his  home  here.  January 
13,  1890,  he  entered  upon  a  new  enterprise,  form 
ing  a  partnership  with  J.  S.  Moon  and  purchasing 
the  Foster  Mill.  They  refurnished  and  refitted  the 
mill,  putting  in  all  the  first-class  modern  machinery 
used  for  making  flour,  buckwheat  flour,  feed,  etc. 
They  enjoyed  a  large  trade  and  won  a  good  repu- 
tation in  the  markets  for  manufacturing  flour  and 
other  articles  in  that  line  of  a  superior  brand.  In 
March,  1891,  Mr.  Perkins  purchased  his  partner's 
interest  and  is  now  successfully  conducting  the 
business  alone. 

In  January,  1859,  Mr.  Perkins  was  married  to 
Mary  A.  Steers,  a  native  of  Richfield,  Medina 
County,  Ohio,  and  a  daughter  of  John  and  Mary 
A.  (Tooth)  Steers.  A  pleasant  wedded  life  has 
brought  three  children  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Perkins, 
whom  they  named  Mary  A.,  Millie  and  Lou.  The 
former  is  the  wife  of  Allen  Whelan;  Millie,  form- 
erly the  wife  of  John  A.  Owens,  is  deceased. 

Mr.  Perkins  is  a  man  of  high  personal  and  social 
Standing,  and  is  well  endowed  with  those  attributes 


that  are  essential  to  success  in  any  walk  in  life. 
He  has  filled  honorable  positions  in  public  life  with 
credit  alike  to  himself  and  his  county,  and  with 
characteristic  fidelity  to  the  duties  imposed  upon 
him.  He  was  elected  to  the  responsible  office  of 
Sheriff  of  Eaton  County  in  the  fall  of  1885,  and  in 
that  capacity  showed  himself  the  right  man  in  the 
right  place,  always  acting  with  promptness,  fair- 
ness and  sagacity.  While  a  resident  of  Chester  he 
served  as  Highway  Commissioner  one  year,  and  for 
two  years  was  Drainage  Commissioner  of  the  Town- 
ship. He  is  a  member  of  the  A.  S.  Williams  Post 
No.  40,  G.  A.  R.;  and  of  Charlotte  Lodge  No.  53, 
K.  of  H.  He  has  always  been  unswerving  in  his 
allegiance  to  the  Republican  party  since  he  cast  his 
first  Presidential  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln. 

In  connection  with  this  personal  sketch  the 
reader  will  notice  a  lithographic  portrait  of  Mr. 
Perkins. 


fir?  AMES  VAN  WAGNEN.  Among  the  resL 
dents  of  Barry  County  who  have  successfully 
prosecuted  an  agricultural  career  and  not 
only  umade  a  good  living"  but  a  provision 
for  declining  years,  is  Mr.  Van  Wagnen  whose 
home  is  in  Rutland  Township.  At  present  his 
estate  consists  of  one  hundred  and  seventy  acres  of 
fertile  land,  on  which  stands  a  comfortable,  home- 
like farmhouse,  and  the  various  outbuildings  that 
are  required  by  the  work  that  is  carried  on.  For- 
merly Mr.  Van  Wagnen  owned  a  much  larger  tract 
of  land  here  but  he  sold  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  and  later  gave  his  daughter  thirty-six;  as  his 
property  now  stands  he  has  uenough  and  to  spare" 
for  all  his  needs. 

The  household  band  of  which  our  subject  made 
one  included  also  Eliza,  Sallie  A.,  Mary,  Garret  H., 
Catherine  J.,  Caroline,  Alonzo  W.,  Rynear,  Eve- 
line, Orlando  C,  Ann  G.,  Agnes  A.,  Charles  B.  and 
Sabrina,  all  of  whom  lived  to  maturity  and  estab- 
lished homes  of  their  own.  The  parents  of  this 
large  family  were  Garret  C.  and  Polly  (Welton) 
Van  Wagnen,  who  removed  from  the  Empire  State 
to  Ohio  in  February,  1831,  making  their  journey 
with  teams.     They  located  in  Summit  County,  but 
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three  years  later  changed  their  abode  to  Portage 
County,  where  they  permanently  remained.  There 
Mr.  Van  Wagnen  died  December  23,  1851,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-three  years;  his  widow  lived  to  be 
eighty-one  years  old,  her  death  taking  place  March 
21,  1875.  They  were  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
and  Methodist  Episcopal  Churches  respectively, 
and  Mr.  Van  Wagnen  was  a  Whig  in  politics. 

The  birth  of  James  Van  Wagnen  occurred  No- 
vember 23,  1820,  in  Scipio,  N.  Y.,  and  he  was 
reared  upon  a  farm,  learning  the  lessons  of  indus- 
try and  frugal  management  that  are  needful  to  all 
who  would  make  a  success  of  life,  and  storing  his 
mind  with  such  book  knowledge  as  could  be  gained 
in  the  district  school.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years  he  left  the  parental  roof  and  began  work  at 
$13  per  month,  chopping  and  clearing  land,  and 
after  one  year's  time  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
potash.  In  the  spring  of  1842  he  bought  his  first 
farm — a  tract  of  fifty  acres  in  what  is  now  Ashland 
County,  Ohio,  which  he  cleared  and  improved.  To 
it  he  added  fourteen  acres,  and  in  1854  he  traded 
the  whole  for  three  hundred  and  eighteen  acres 
where  he  now  lives.  The  new  farm  was  thought  so 
much  less  valuable  than  the  old  that  he  received 
some  "boot"  money  in  the  exchange.  It  was  a  wild 
tract  on  which  Mr.  Van  Wagnen  made  the  first 
clearing  and  improvements. 

Mr.  Van  W^agnen  has  been  a  great  woodsman, 
and  more  than  three  hundredacres  in  Ohio  and  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  in  Michigan  have  been 
bereft  of  their  forest  growth  by  his  skillful  strokes. 
The  older  inhabitants  will  understand  what  strength 
of  arm  and  keenness  of  eye  are  needed  by  one  who 
wields  the  ax,  and  appreciate  the  labor  performed 
by  our  subject.  He  reached  his  Western  home 
May  4,  1855,  and  staid  with  a  neighbor  a  week, 
while  putting  up  a  log  shanty  12x20  feet  and  in  the 
fall  he  moved  into  a  better  log  house.  In  1859  he 
built  his  barn  and  in  1864  he  erected  a  substantial 
frame  dwelling  and  at  different  times  made  such 
other  additions  to  the  buildings  as  were  suitable. 

The  companion  of  Mr.  Van  Wagnen's  earlier 
years  was  known  in  her  maidenhood  as  Miss  Lu- 
cinda  Chamberlain  and  was  a  native  of  the  Buck- 
eye State.  Her  parents  were  Whitney  and  Loretta 
(Turner)  Chamberlain,  who  were  born  in  Berkshire 


County,  Mass.,  and  New  Hampshire  respectively, 
and  married  in  Vermont  whither  Mr.  Chamberlain 
went  in  childhood.  About  1818  they  removed  to 
Lorain  County,  Ohio,  and  there  they  finally  de- 
parted this  life.  They  had  seven  children — Lucy, 
Miranda,  Joseph,  Olive,  Luana,  Lucinda  and  Will- 
iam. They  were  members  of  the  Baptist  Church 
and  carefully  instructed  their  children  in  principles 
of  conduct  and  ways  of  industry.  She  who  became 
Mrs.  Van  Wagnen  was  a  faithful  Christian  identi- 
fied with  the  same  church  as  her  parents.  She  bore 
her  husband  three  children — Lucy  L.,  who  married 
I.  W.  Merrifield;  William,  who  died  when  twenty 
years  old;  and  Frank,  who  passed  away  at  the  age 
of  twelve.  The  devoted  mother  and  true  wife 
died  January  19,  1861. 

A  second  matrimonial  alliance  was  entered  into 
by  Mr.  Van  Wagnen  August  15,  1869,  his  bride 
being  Mrs.  Olive  Biggs,  sister  of  his  first  wife.  By 
her  former  marriage  she  had  six  children,  five  of 
whom  are  living,  namely:  Henry  O.,  Sylva  L., 
Charles  W.,  Alice  M.  and  Julia  L.  The  eldest  of 
these  served  his  country  in  the  Forty-second  Ohio 
Infantry.  Mrs.  Van  Wagnen  is  an  estimable  woman 
prompt  to  relieve  distress,  social  and  hospitable, 
and  withal  a  devout  Christian,  belonging  to  the 
Baptist  Church,  with  which  she  united  when  in  her 
seventeenth  year.  Mr.  Van  Wagner  is  also  a  mem- 
ber and  has  been  for  thirty  years,  and  it  is  needless 
to  say  is  occupying  a  high  position  in  the  corn- 
munit}'. 
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ILAS  FRENCH  is  a  prominent  farmer  of 
Windsor  Township,  Eaton  County,  not 
because  his  estate  is  larger  than  that  of 
the  majority  of  residents  there,  but  by 
reason  of  his  deep  and  abiding  interest  in  his 
calling  and  matters  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of 
others  of  his  class,  and  his  personal  weight  and  in- 
fluence as  a  man  and  a  citizen.  He  is  located  on 
section  23,  and  has  eighty-one  acres  of  well-tilled 
land,  bearing  good  buildings  of  various  kinds  and 
stocked  with  machinery  and  domestic  animals 
suited  to  the  extent  of  the  work  carried  on.  Mr. 
French  and  his  good  wife  have  liyed  here  long 
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enough  to  note  many  wonderful  changes  in  the 
country  whose  present  condition  they  never 
dreamed  of  beholding,  although  they  had  faith  in 
the  resources  of  the  land.  They  rejoice  greatly  in 
what  they  realize  of  the  progress  of  the  world  and 
are  glad  that  they  have  been  able  to  aid  in  pro- 
moting the  good  of  the  locality. 

Nathan  French,  father  of  our  subject,  went  from 
New  England  to  Portage  County,  Ohio,  in  1834-35, 
and  buying  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land 
made  a  home  in  the  wilderness.  He  was  a  mill- 
wright by  trade  and  at  his  new  location  built  a 
mill  and  gave  considerable  attention  lo  lumber- 
ing. He  lived  but  a  short  time  after  the  removal, 
dying  in  1837.  He  was  a  well-educated  man  and 
for  a  number  of  years  had  been  engaged  in  teach- 
ing. In  his  early  manhood  he  voted  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket,  but  in  later  years  he  became  a  Whig. 
His  wife  was  Philomena  Judd,  also  of  New  En- 
gland, who  lived  until  December  2,  1859.  She  was 
a  member  of  the  Christian  Church.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
French  were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  seven  of 
whom  lived  to  adult  years.  Those  who  are  now 
living  are:  Silas,  who  will  be  given  further  notice 
below;  Ezra,  whose  home  is  in  Portage  County. 
Ohio;  Anner,  a  resident  of  Ravena. 

Silas  French  was  born  in  Litchfield  County, 
Conn.,  March  25,  1822.  He  was  educated  in  the 
district  school,  went  with  his  parents  to  the  Buck- 
eye State  and  remained  there  until  he  became  a 
man.  When  ready  to  make  a  home  of  his  own  he 
settled  in  Ravenna  where  he  resided  ten  years, 
after  which  he  came  to  Eaton  County,  this  State, 
and  settled  where  he  is  now  living.  The  wild  land 
of  which  he  took  possession  was  gradually  brought 
under  subjection  and  formed  into  a  fruitful  estate, 
from  which  a  sufficient  income  was  derived  to 
supply  the  wants  and  gratify  the  reasonable  tastes 
of  the  owner  and  his  wife. 

The  lady  who  has  for  more  than  forty  years 
shared  the  experiences  of  Mr.  French  became  his 
wife  April  22,  1846.  She  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Lucy  A.  Skelton  and  is  a  daughter  of  Elijah  S. 
and  Elizabeth  (Wilson)  Skelton,  natives  of  Con- 
necticut and  New  York  respectively.  That  worthy 
couple  were  married  in  Genesee  County  in  April, 
1827,  and  five  years   later  removed   to  Portage 


County,  Ohio,  where  there  was  only  a  sled  path 
through  the  woods  and  the  nearest  neighbor  was 
a  mile  away.  While  building  a  log  house  they 
occupied  a  little  shanty  which  was  used  as  a  camp- 
ing place  for  those  who  had  occasion  to  spend  a 
night  in  the  locality.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Skelton  were 
people  of  high  respectability  and  worthy  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mrs.  French 
was  their  oldest  child  and  has  one  brother  living, 
John  W.,  now  a  resident  of  Daytonia,  Fla.  The 
mother  died  October  3,  1836,  and  the  father  sub- 
sequently married  again  and  had  six  children  by 
his  last  wife;  he  died  in  January,  1872. 

Alva  S.  Skelton,  a  brother  of  Mrs.  French,  en- 
listed in  the  Fifty-seventh  Ohio  Infantry  soon 
after  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War.  He  ex- 
perienced all  the  phases  of  a  soldier's  life,  includ- 
ing wounds  and  imprisonment,  and  suffered  priva- 
tions such  as  the  imagination  fails  to  depict.  He 
was  in  two  different  prisons  in  South  Carolina  and 
was  also  in  captivity  in  Macon,  Ga.,  Fortress  Mon- 
roe, City  Point,  Salisbury,  N.  C,  Castle  Thunder 
and  Libby  prison.  Twice  he  escaped  from  cap- 
tivity and  was  recaptured.  He  was  one  of  the 
thirteen  hundred  commissioned  officers  who  were 
held  at  Libby  when  Lee  surrendered  to  Grant.  He 
was  a  sufferer  until  his  death,  in  July,  1887,  on 
account  of  wounds,  exposure  and  scanty  fare 
while  in  the  service. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  French  four  children  were 
born — Henry  A.,  Mary  E.,  Alfred  E.  and  Nettie 
J.  Henry  married  Joanna  Foster  who  died,  leav- 
ing a  son,  Jay  H.,  and  he  subsequently  became 
the  husband  of  Mary  Rathburn,  of  Lansing.  He 
is  the  inventor  of  the  Maud  S.  pump  which  he  is 
manufacturing  at  Lansing.  Alfred,  who  is  a  bar- 
ber, married  Miss  Fanny  Brant  and  has  two  chil- 
dren— Freeman  G.  and  Edwin  J.  Mary,  who  died 
April  12,  1884,  was  the  wife  of  Dr.  J.  W.  Fer- 
guson, of  Okemos;  she  left  two  daughters — Lou 
C.  and  Maude  A.  Nettie  became  the  wife  of 
George  W.  Armstrong,  formerly  of  Eaton  County, 
who  was  drowned  in  Traverse  Bay  in  1883,  leav- 
ing one  daughter — Vina  L.  His  widow  subse- 
quently married  Dr.  Ferguson. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  French  have  letters  from  a  Chris- 
tian church  in  Ohio,  but  there  is   no  organization 
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in  their  neighborhood  and  they  are  therefore  not 
identified  with  any  branch  of  the  church.  They 
join  in  whatever  good  work  is  instituted  in  the 
vicinity  and  endeavor  to  live  aright,  although 
they  are  debarred  from  the  privileges  of  church 
association  that  the}'  once  enjoyed.  Mr.  French 
has  served  as  a  school  officer  and  was  elected  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  by  the  largest  majority  ever 
given  in  the  township.  In  politics  he  is  liberal 
and  deposits  his  vote  for  the  man  whom  he  con- 
siders most  capable  of  carrying  out  the  wishes  of 
the  people. 


HARLES  G.  HOLBROOK.  One  of  the 
conspicuous  figures  in  the  legal  ranks  of 
Hastings,  Barry  County,  is  the  gentleman 
above  named,  who  has  been  engaged  in  active 
practice  here  for  many  years.  He  long  since  rose 
to  a  position  of  prominence  in  legal  circles,  while  as 
a  private  citizen  his  conduct  and  character  have 
given  him  an  extended  influence,  though  largely 
exerted  unconsciously.  His  attention  has  chiefly 
been  given  to  his  private  practice,  although  he  has 
not  been  without  a  share  in  the  public  work  in  this 
vicinity,  nor  has  he  entirely  neglected  real-estate 
transactions  and  improvement.  He  has  built  three 
fine  residences  in  the  city  and  has  two  farms,  each 
within  four  miles  of  the  limits  and  supplied  with 
first-class  buildings.  He  is  now  living  on  one  of  his 
farms,  from  which  he  drives  to  his  office  each  day. 
The  immediate  progenitors  of  our  subject  were 
Henry  B.  and  Rebecca  (Austin)  Holbrook,  natives 
of  Massachusetts  and  Vermont  respectively.  The 
father  was  a  tiller  of  the  soil  on  quite  an  extensive 
scale  and  was  also  engaged  in  the  dairy  business. 
In  1868  he  came  to  Michigan  on  a  visit  and  within 
a  year  from  that  time  passed  to  the  bourne  whence 
no  traveler  returns.  He  was  then  eighty-three 
years  old;  his  wife  had  lived  to  the  age  of  seventy- 
seven  years.  To  them  eleven  children  had  been 
born,  he  of  whom  we  write  being  the  last  on  the 
family  roll.  But  five  members  of  the  band  are 
now  living,  those  older  than  our  subject  being 
Francis  M.,  a  produce  dealer  of  New  York;  Betsey, 


wife  of  the  Rev.  James  Piper,  of  Livingston 
County,  Mich.;  Deborah,  wife  of  L.  Smith,  a 
farmer  and  produce  dealer  of  New  York,  and  John 
F.,  a  farmer  and  lumber  dealer  of  Antrim  County, 
this  State.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Piper  is  a  native  of  Scot- 
land and  was  educated  at  Edinburg,  where  he  re- 
ceived the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity.  He  was 
in  the  ministry  of  the  Baptist  Church  until  old  age 
caused  him  to  retire. 

In  St.  Lawrence  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1833,  Charles 
G.  Holbrook  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  of  day. 
Prior  to  his  seventeenth  year,  at  which  time  he  left 
the  paternal  roof,  he  had  received  a  common-school 
education.  He  went  to  Rochester  where  his  brother 
Daniel  lived  and  spent  a  year  in  attending  a 
selcet  school  kept  by  Prof.  Watson.  At  the  expi- 
ration of  that  period  he  obtained  a  position  as 
teacher  in  the  Union  School  at  Penn  Yan,  Yates 
County.  After  laboring  there  a  twelvemonth  he 
returned  to  his  native  county  and  taught  a  year, 
then  entered  the  academy  at  Gouverneur  and  took 
an  additional  course  of  study.  After  a  year  spent 
in  that  institution  Ire  entered  the  Freshman  class 
in  the  college  at  Rochester  and  did  a  year's  work 
there. 

Returning  to  his  former  home  at  Gouverneur,  Mr. 
Holbrook  read  law  with  William  H.  Andrews  a  year 
then  came  to  Hastings,  where  he  has  since  remained 
with  the  exception  of  a  year  and  a  half  spent  in 
North  Dakota.  He  arrived  here  in  1854  and  at 
once  entered  the  law  office  of  his  brother,  Isaac  A. 
Holbrook,  where  he  continued  his  studies  until 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  1856  by  the  Hon.  F.  S.  Lov- 
ell,  then  Circuit  Judge.  Two  years  after  his  ad- 
mission to  the  bar  Mr.  Holbrook  was  appointed 
United  States  Commissioner  by  the  Hon.  S.  S. 
Withey,  United  States  District  Judge.  He  held 
the  office  until  1882,  when  he  resigned.  He  has 
been  Prosecuting  Attorney  of  the  county  three 
times  and  in  all  his  public  work  has  demonstrated 
his  interest  in  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  citi- 
zens and  his  legal  skill  in  securing  the  same. 

Mr.  Holbrook  and  Miss  Eliza  Ken  field  were 
united  in  bonds  of  wedlock  in  1856  and  lived  hap- 
pily together  until  1886,  when  the  wife  was  called 
from  time  to  etern'ty.  The  marriage  has  been 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  two  children-^— Rebecca  and 
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William  H.  The  former  died  in  Hastings  when 
six  years  old.  The  latter,  who  was  born  Novem- 
ber 6,  1858,  studied  law  and  was  graduated  from 
the  law  department  of  the  University  of  Michigan 
in  1876,  at  the  early  age  of  eighteen  years.  For 
some  time  thereafter  he  was  in  partnership  with  his 
father  under  the  style  of  Hoi  brook  &  Son  and  then 
carried  on  his  legal  labors  alone,  but  with  his  office 
in  the  room  with  his  father.  He  was  a  young  man 
of  rare  promise  and  fine  character.  He  was  suc- 
ceeding admirably  in  his  profession  when  stricken 
by  a  fatal  illness  which  caused  his  death  September 
17,  1890. 

The  present  wife  of  the  subject  of  this  notice  was 
formerly  Miss  Mary  E.  Taylor.  She  is  an  estima- 
ble woman  who  is  well  known  in  Hastings  where 
she  has  lived  for  a  number  of  years.  She  makes 
her  home  cozy  and  attractive,  gives  her  husband 
her  sympathy  in  his  aspirations  and  pursuits,  and 
does  many  kindly  deeds  in  her  neighborhood. 
Politically  speaking,  Mr.  Hoi  brook  is  an  independ- 
ent Republican.  He  is  a  Master  Mason  and  has 
many  friends  in  the  order.  The  interest  that  he 
has  manifested  in  the  various  matters  which  relate 
to  the  growth  of  the  city  and  county  add  to  his 
professional  reputation  and  deepen  the  respect  of 
his  fellow-citizens. 


*■ 


ORNELIUS  MILLER  occupies  an  honorable 
position  among  the  active,  intelligent  farm- 
ers that  are  carrying  on  the  farming  and 
stock  raising  interests  of  Eaton  Township  and  are 
important  factors  in  Eaton  County's  prosperity. 
Mr.  Miller  was  born  in  Trumbull  County,  Ohio, 
April  15,  1838,  to  Henry  and  Ann  M.  (Motter) 
Miller,  who  were  of  German  extraction  and  were 
natives  of  Pennsylvania.  When  Cornelius  was  in 
his  sixth  year  his  parents  removed  to  what  is  now 
Ashland  County,  Ohio,  and  there  he  was  reared  on 
a  farm,  and  gained  a  practical  education  in  the 
local  schools. 

After  he  attained  his  majority  Mr.  Miller  learned 
the  trade  of  a  carpenter,  acquiring  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  calling  in  all  its  details,  and  for 


twenty  years  he  was  engaged  in  that  vocation 
principally,  though  he  occasionally  carried  on  farm- 
ing. In  1866  he  resolved  to  give  his  attention 
more  entirely  to  agriculture,  and  being  aware  of 
the  superior  advantages  afforded  by  the  forest  lands 
of  this  section  when  once  cleared  and  the  rich  vir- 
gin soil  put  under  cultivation,  he  came  hither  with 
his  family,  and  purchased  his  present  farm  on  sec- 
tion 29,  Eaton  Township.  It  was  mostly  timbered 
when  it  came  into  his  possession,  and  for  a  time  he 
lived  in  a  log  cabin  and  had  to  undergo  many  pio- 
neer hardships,  involving  a  great  deal  of  down- 
right hard  labor  before  he  placed  his  land  in  its 
present  well  developed  condition.  His  homestead 
of  eighty  acres  has  been  brought  under  excellent 
tillage,  and  is  amply  supplied  with  good  modern 
buildings,  including  a  commodious  house,  in  which 
the  family  dwell  surrounded  by  comfort.  He  owes 
his  position  in  life  to  his  industrious  habits, frugality, 
and  to  the  sagacious  manner  in  which  he  has  cared 
for  his  interests.  He  and  his  good  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  they 
heartily  co-operate  with  their  pastor  and  fellow- 
members  in  making  their  society  an  influence  for 
good  in  the  community.  Their  neighbors  always 
find  them  kind  and  charitable,  and  ever  willing  to 
extend  a  helping  hand  to  those  in  affliction.  Po- 
litically Mr.  Miller  is  a  Republican,  and  socially 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  at  Char- 
lotte. He  is  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Eaton  Town- 
ship, and  has  also  served  on  the  district  school 
board. 

Mr.  Miller  was  first  married  in  Ohio  in  1861  to 
Miss  Julia  A.  Shaw  who  died  in  1873,  leaving  be- 
hind her  a  worthy  record  as  a  wife  and  mother,  and 
in  all  the  relations  of  life  that  she  bore  towards 
others.  Three  children  were  born  of  that  marriage : 
Alden  P.,  Willis  I.  and  Addison.  The  marriage 
of  our  subject  to  Miss  Susan  Hess,  his  present  wife, 
took  place  October  27,  1874,  and  she  is  a  true 
helpmate,  looking  carefulty  after  the  interests  of 
her  household.  Mrs.  Miller  is  a  native  of  Penn- 
sylvania, born  April  13,  1848.  She  is  a  daughter 
of  John  G.  and  Rosanna  Hess,  who  are  also  of 
Pennsylvania  birth,  and  are  now  residents  of 
Kansas.  They  are  the  parents  of  six  children,  of 
whom  these  five  are  living:  Mrs. Miller ;  Irwin,aresi- 
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dent  of  Kalamazoo  County;  Wellington,  Charles 
and  Eva,  the  three  latter  living  in  Kansas.  When 
Mrs.  Miller  was  a  small  girl  her  parents  brought 
her  to  Michigan,  and  she  has  ever  since  resided  in 
this  State,  living  at  one  time  in  Calhoun  County. 


JP — v- 


W  SMITH  COOI*ER,  a  resident  of  Carmel 
Township,  Eaton  County,  since  1844,  is  an 
honest  and  energetic  tiller  of  the  soil.  His 
farm  consists  of  eighty  acres  of  well-tilled 
land,  which  has  been  so  improved  that  it  is  one  of 
the  most  attractive  in  the  vicinity.  A  handsome 
farm  house  and  good  outbuildings,  adapted  to  the 
various  needs  of  farm  life  have  been  built,  the 
fields  are  separated  by  neat  fences,  and  garden  and 
orchard  add  to  the  appearance  of  the  property  and 
the  good  cheer  of  the  occupants.  Farming  has 
been  the  life  work  of  Mr.  Cooper  and  there  are  few 
indeed  who  can  claim  a  better  understanding 
thereof. 

Obediah  Cooper,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
a  Revolutionary  soldier  and  is  believed  to  have 
been  a  native  of  England.  The  immediate  progen- 
itors of  our  subject  were  Thomas  and  Mary  (Fol- 
lock)  Cooper  who  came  to  this  State  from  New 
York  in  1844.  Mr.  Cooper,  who  was  born  in  1798, 
died  in  1871.  Mrs.  Cooper  breathed  her  last  in 
1 863  at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years.  Both  be- 
longed to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which 
the  husband  was  a  Class-Leader  for  nearly  forty 
years.  He  had  high  standing  in  the  community 
and  was  favorably  known  over  a  wide  extent  of 
county. 

The  natal  day  of  J.  Smith  Cooper  was  March 
29,  1829,  and  his  native  State,  New  York.  He  re- 
ceived a  good  schooling  in  the  district,  although 
his  first  attendance  was  in  the  old-fashioned  log 
building  with  homemade  furniture.  He  came  with 
his  parents  to  this  State,  their  journey  being  made 
on  canal  to  Buffalo,  across  the  lake  by  steamer,  and 
from  that  point  to  Eaton  County  with  a  wagon. 
The  father  bought  partially  improved  land  in  a 
country  that  was  mostly  covered  with  timber,  where 
wild  game  abounded  and  Indians  still  hunted.     He 


of  whom  we  write  took  an  active  part  in  clearing 
and  cultivating  the  farm  and  remained  thereon, 
caring  for  his  parents  until  their  death. 

In  1852  Mr.  Cooper  was  married  to  Elizabeth 
Wade,  an  estimable  lad}'  who  was  born  in  Lenawee 
County  in  1835.  To  them  eight  children  have 
come,  who  are  named  respectively:  Eugene,  who 
died  in  1862;  Augusta,  Ida,  Bert,  Fred,  Pearl;  and 
Ettie  and  Edward  who  died  in  infancjr.  Mr.  Cooper 
gave  his  influence  to  the  Democratic  party  for  years, 
and  took  quite  an  active  part  in  local  work  and 
served  as  a  delegate  to  various  conventions.  Hav- 
ing been  a  radical  temperance  man  all  his  life  he  is 
now  giving  his  influence  to  the  Prohibition  move- 
ment. He  never  misses  a  town  caucus  nor  an  elec- 
tion, being  one  of  those  who  hold  that  a  proper 
exercise  of  the  right  of  suffrage  is  a  prime  duty  of 
citizenship.  He  has  held  local  offices  and  when- 
ever he  has  been  called  upon  to  act  for  his  fellows 
has  given  earnest  heed  to  the  duties  that  lay  before 
him. 


HARLES  SHAW,  who  served  the  country 
of  his  adoption  as  a  loyal  soldier  in  a  Mich- 
igan regiment  during  a  part  of  the  late 
Civil  War,  was  for  many  years  actively  engaged 
in  farming  in  Chester  Township,  and  won  an  hon- 
orable place  among  the  well-to-do  members  of  his 
claes  in  Eaton  County.  He  is  now  living  in  retire- 
ment, in  his  comfortable  home  at  Chester  Station, 
in  the  enjoyment  of  the  competency  that  he  has 
accumulated. 

Mr.  Shaw  was  born  in  Yorkshire,  England,  June 
15,  1826.  His  father,  whose  name  was  John  Shaw, 
was  also  a  native  of  that  country,  arid  he  was  a 
clothier  by  occupation.  He  married  Betty  Brooks, 
who  was  likewise  of  English  birth,  and  she  spent 
tier  entire  life  in  the  land  of  her  nativity,  as  she 
clung  to  her  old  home  and  would  not  come  to  the 
New  World  with  her  husband  when  he  emigrated 
to  America  in  1842.  He  landed  at  New  York  City 
in  the  month  of  September,  and  coming  directly  to 
this  countjr,  performing  the  journey  from  Detroit 
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to  Jackson  by  rail  and  thence  to  Charlotte  by 
wagon,  he  settled  among  the  pioneers  of  Chester 
Township.  The  farm  on  which  he  located  con- 
tained forty  acres  of  wild  land,  which  he  cleared 
and  afterward  exchanged  for  a  large  farm  in  the 
same  township.  He  did  much  pioneer  work  that 
entitled  him  to  an  honorable  place  among  the 
industrious,  shrewd  and  thrifty  men  who  laid  the 
foundations  of  Chester  Township,  and  he  was  also 
influential  in  elevating  its  moral  and  religious 
status,  as  he  was  for  many  years  a  church  member, 
belonging  to  the  Baptist  Church  at  the  time  of 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  1870  at  the  venerable 
age  of  seventy-five  years.  He  frequently  preached 
and  was  a  zealous  defender  of  his  faith. 

Charles  Shaw  was  born  in  the  Yorkshire  town  of 
Huddesfield,  and  is  one  of  eight  children,  only  four 
of  whom  came  to  America,  and  but  four  are  now 
living.  He  was  a  youth  of  sixteen  when  he  came 
with  his  father  to  the  United  States,  and  it  was 
only  after  he  came  to  this  country  that  he  ever 
attended  school.  He  made  the  most  of  his  educa- 
tional advantages  in  a  pioneer  log  school  bouse, 
furnished  with  slab  seats  and  heated  by  a  rude  fire- 
place, and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  began 
the  battle  of  life  on  his  own  account,  working  out 
on  a  farm  for  from  $12  to  $13  a  month.  He  con- 
tinued thus  engaged  for  five  years,  and  then  began 
his  career  as  an  independent  farmer.  He  bought 
and  improved  land,  upon  which  he  lived  several 
years  before  he  sold  it  in  order  to  purchase  another 
place  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  unimproved 
land,  which  he  developed  in  time  into  a  highly 
productive  farm. 

In  18G1  our  subject  threw  aside  his  work  to  take 
part  in  the  great  contest  then  waging  between  the 
North  and  South,  becoming  a  member  of  the 
Twelfth  Michigan  Infantry.  Soon  after  he  reached 
the  field  of  action,  he  was  unfortunately  taken  sick 
and  had  to  spend  a  great  deal  of  his  time  in  the 
hospital  at  Little  Rock,  Ark.  He  was  honorably 
discharged  after  the  cessation  of  hostilities  in  July, 
1865.  When  he  returned  to  his  home  at  the  close 
of  his  soldier  life,  he  resumed  farming  and  was 
prospered  in  his  operations,  becoming  the  proprie- 
tor of  a  hundred-acre  farm  in  Chester  Township, 
which    is   still   in   his    possession,  though    he  has 


retired  from  active  business  as  a  farmer,  and  is 
passing  his  declining  years  pleasantly  'in  his  home 
in  Chester  Station.  For  a  year  or  two  after  the 
war  he  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  at 
Chester,  where  he  had  a  small  store  for  a  couple  of 
years. 

Mr.  Shaw  was  married  February  20,  1852,  to 
Miss  Cornelia  S.  Jordon,  and  to  her  cheerful  co-op- 
eration he  owes  much.  Mrs.  Shaw  was  born  in 
Hubbardton,  Rutland  County*  Vt.,  in  1823,  coming 
of  good  old  New  -England  stock.  She  received  an 
academic  education  and  became  a  successful 
teacher,  being  engaged  in  her  profession  in  this 
county  for  some  years  before  her  marriage,  teach- 
ing in  one  place  seven  years.  Her  union  with  our 
subject  has  brought  them  three  children,  as 
follows:  Wilbur  A.,  who  is  married  and  lives  in 
Colorado;  Noble  A.,  also  married  and  a  resident 
of  Colorado;  and  Charles  W.,  who  is  married  and 
lives  in  Reed  City,  Mich. 

Mrs.  Shaw's  parents  were  Judge  Amasa  L.  and 
Wealthy  (Sellick)  Jordon,  natives  of  Vermont. 
They  came  to  Michigan  in  1842  and  settled  in 
Chester  Township.  Mr.  Jordon  was  subsequently 
made  Judge  of  Probate  of  Eaton  County,  and  be- 
came quite  prominent  and  well  known,  and  was 
highly  esteemed  for  his  many  fine  personal  quali- 
ties. He  was  a  man  of  considerable  wealth,  and  of 
much  influence,  and  the  county  was  deprived  of 
one  of  its  most  valued  citizens  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  In  1852,  at  the  age  of  fifty-two  years,  his 
life  was  terminated  by  his  being  accidentally  shot 
by  his  son  while  out  hunting.  Of  the  seven  chil- 
dren born  to  him  and  his  wife  four  are  still  living. 
His  widow  became  the  wife  of  John  Shaw  and  died 
in  1882  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years. 

Mr.  Shaw  has  had  the  making  of  his  own  for- 
tunes, as  he  began  life  on  his  account  with  no  cap- 
ital other  than  his  mental  and  physical  endow- 
ments,  but  these  have  served  him  well.  Much  of 
his  life  has  been  passed  in  Chester  Township,  which 
he  has  seen  develop  from  the  wilderness  to  its 
present  fine  condition  as  a  rich  farming  country, 
and  he  has  had  a  hand  in  bringing  about  this 
great  change.  He  has  been  a  good  citizen,  and  has 
borne  his  share  in  carrying  on  the  local  govern- 
ment   as  an  incumbent  of  some  of  the  township 
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offices  at  different  times.  Politically  he  has  always 
been  active  in  the  interests  of  the  Democratic 
party,  and  has  been  a  delegate  to  various  conven- 
tions. 


TEPIIEN  KINNE.  The  innumerable  re- 
sources of  Eaton  County  have  been  devel- 
oped by  the  untiring  efforts  of  those  pio- 
neers who,  braving  the  hardships  accom- 
panying frontier  life,  have  opened  a  way  through 
the  dense  forests,  turned  the  first  furrows  in  the 
unbroken  soil,  and  made  the  wilderness  to  blossom 
as  the  rose.  Mr.  Kinne  is  a  typical  pioneer  and 
even  now,  at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-eight 
years,  possesses  the  fine  physique  and  robust  health 
that  almost  invariably  characterize  the  frontiers- 
man. Coming  here  in  January,  1836,  he  has  been 
a  witness  of  the  uninterrupted  growth  of  the  county 
and  has  been  no  unimportant  factor  in  its  devel- 
opment. 

Amos  Kinne,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
native  of  the  State  of  New  York,  as  was  also  his 
mother,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Rachel 
Campfield.  After  their  marriage  they  located  in 
Clinton  County,  that  State,  where  he  of  whom  we 
write  was  born  December  24,  1813.  He  was  the 
third  son  in  the  family  and  was  reared  to  manhood 
in  the  State  of  New  York,  engaging  in  farming  as 
soon  as  he  was  tall  enough  to  reach  the  handles  of 
the  plow.  In  those  days,  educational  facilities 
were  exceedingly  limited  and  schools  few  and  far 
between;  to  acquire  a  knowledge  of  the  three  R's 
was  equivalent  to  graduation,  after  which  note- 
worthy event  the  pupils  dispersed  to  enter  upon  the 
battle  of  life.  Our  subject  in  his  youth  was  fre- 
quently employed  in  breaking  colts,  in  which  he 
was  an  expert. 

For  almost  forty  years  our  subject  had  an  effi- 
cient helpmate  in  his  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Lydia  Waters  and  was  born  in  the  State 
of  New  York.  Mrs.  Kinne  was  the  daughter  of 
Charles  and  Rhoda  (Bascom)  Waters,  now  deceased. 
Her  union  with  our  subject,  which  was  solemnized 
July  1 1,  1835,  was  productive  to  them  of  four  chil- 
dren, two  of  whom  survive — Marintha   M.,  now 


the  widow  of  Sylvester  Kimbell,  who  died  in  the 
army  during  the  Civil  War,  and  Louisa  A.,  the 
wife  of  T.  J.  SnowJ  an  employe  of  the  Michigan 
Central  Railway  Company,  and  a  resident  of  Char- 
lotte. Mary  C.  and  Charles  A.  are  deceased.  Our. 
subject  is  represented  by  the  fourth  generation,  for 
he  not  only  has  grandchildren  but  proudly  claims 
several  great-grandchildren. 

A  few  months  after  his  marriage  our  subject, 
accompanied  by  his  estimable  wife,  emigrated  to 
Michigan,  arriving  in  Eaton  County  during  Janu- 
ary, 1836,  and  at  once  purchasing  eighty  acres  of 
unimproved  land  on  section  30.  He  began  the 
work  of  improvement  immediately,  clearing  the 
land  and  erecting  a  log  cabin,  18x20  feet,  in  which 
he  lived  many  years.  That  old  cabin  in  which  all 
the  children  were  born,  still  stands,  and  its  owner 
points  to  it  with  pride  as  one  of  the  primitive 
landmarks  of  Eaton  County.  During  the  early 
years  of  his  residence  here,  deer  and  wolves  were 
plentiful,  and  Mr.  Kinne  has  on  different  occasions 
shot  nine  deer  in  succession,  without  missing  a  shot. 
He  was  one  of  the  best  marksmen  in  the  county  in 
his  younger  days,  and  was  known  as  a  crack  shot. 
The  howling  of  wolves  could  be  heard  any  night, 
and  as  many  as  seven  of  them  have  been  seen  by 
our  subject  in  pursuit  of  one  deer. 

Mr.  Kinne  began  to  farm  in  this  county  with  two 
yoke  of  oxen  and  gradually  cleared  the  land  and 
broke  the  soil.  The  nearest  mill  was  at  Eaton 
Rapids,  whither  he  went  by  a  long,  circuitous 
route,  cutting  through  the  woods  and  following 
the  trail,  for  no  roads  had  been  opened.  He  has 
done  as  much,  or  more,  pioneer  work  than  any  man 
now  living  in  the  county,  and  his  excellent  health, 
which  is  indeed  remarkable  in  a  man  so  old.  he 
attributes  to  his  temperate  habits  throughout  life. 
He  retains  his  strength  and  does  the  most  of  his 
work  on  his  eighty-acre  farm,  finding  sufficient 
employment  to  keep  mind  as  well  as  hands  occu- 
pied. In  his  political  affiliations  he  is  a  Republi- 
can, and  gives  his  support  to  all  measures  calcula- 
ted to  improve  the  condition  of  the  township  or 
county.  His  present  prosperity  is  the  more  sur- 
prising when  we  consider  that  he  is  eminently  a 
self-made  man,  starting  in  life  with  no  favorable 
surroundings,  and  after  his   marriage  his   worldly 
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possessions  were  summed  up  in  a  $1  bill,  while  his 
wife  was  not  much  wealthier,  having  only  $5.  The 
greatest  sorrow  in  the  life  of  Mr.  Kinne  was  the 
death  of  his  wife,  May  14,  1875.  The  bereaved 
family  had  the  sympathy  of  the  entire  community, 
where  Mrs.  Kinne  was  well  known  and  universally 
beloved.  She  was  devotedly  attached  to  her  home 
and  household,  and  adorned  the  world  while  in  it, 
and  left  it  mourned  by  a  large  circle  of  acquain- 
tances. Her  earnest  character,  her  benevolent  dis 
position  and  kind  heart  endeared  her  to  all  who 
met  her,  but  her  loss  fell  heaviest  on  him  by  whose 
side  she  had  walked  for  many  years  and  to  whose 
interests  she  was  devoted.  Mr.  Kinne  is  now,  in 
his  old  age,  surrounded  by  all  those  comforts 
which  he  has  gradually  accumulated;  his  sterling 
integrity  of  character  and  manly  qualities  have  not 
only  secured  to  him  the  confidence  of  the  business 
community,  but  the  good  will  of  neighbors  and 
friends. 

Our  readers  will  be  pleased  to  notice  a  litho- 
graphic portrait  of  Mr.  Kinne  on  another  page  of 
this  volume. 


m«  LONZO  H.  KE8LER,who  is  one  of  the  prin- 
'ILM  cipal  contractors  and  builders  of  Charlotte, 
has  long  been  identified  with  the  business 
interests  of  Eaton  County,  and  has  greatly 
aided  in  its  upbuilding.  He  was  born  in  Barry 
Township,  Orleans  County,  N.  Y.,  July  19,  1836. 
His  father  was  Nicholas  Kesler,  and  he  is  thought 
to  have  been  born  in  the  same  State  amid  the  beau- 
tiful scenes  of  the  Mohawk  Valley.  He  was  a  son  of 
Jacob  Kesler,  a  native  of  Germany  who  first  located 
in  the  Valley  of  the  Mohawk  after  coming  to  this 
country,  whence  he  subsequently  removed  to  Or- 
leans County.  He  carried  on  farming  there  in 
Gains  Township  until  his  demise.  The  maiden 
name  of  his  wife  was  Kate  House  and  she  died  in 
Orleans  County. 

Nicholas  Kesler  learned  the  trade  of  a  cooper  in 
his  youthful  days  and  was  engaged  in  making  bar- 
rels in  Orleans  County  for  a  number  of  years.  In 
1848  he  came  to  Michigan,  accompanied  by  his  wife 


and  five  children,  making  the  journey  over  the  old 
pioneer  route  by  the  way  of  Erie  Canal  to  Buffalo, 
and  by  lake  to  Detroit.  From  that  city  the  little 
party  proceeded  by  rail  to  Jackson,  and  then  by 
team  penetrated  into  the  interior  of  Eaton  County. 
The  father  traded  land  in  Kalamazoo  County  for 
land  in  Eaton  Township,  upon  which  stood  a  frame 
house  into  which  the  family  moved.  Mr.  Kesler 
worked  at  his  trade  a  number  of  years  and  then 
sold  that  place  and  bought  another  in  Chester 
To  vnship  where  he  contiued  his  cooper  business 
some  years.  He  finally  came  to  Charlotte  and  lived 
retired  here  until  his  death.  Mr.  Kesler's  wife's 
maiden  name  was  Sally  Fox.  She  was  born  in  the 
State  of  New  York  and  was  a  daughter  of  Uriah 
Fox  who  was  a  carpenter  and  also  a  farmer.  He 
caine  to  Michigan  about  1844  and  spent  the  rest  of 
his  days  in  Eaton  County.  The  maiden  name 
of  his  wife  was  Charlotte  Allen.  She  also  died  in 
Eaton  County,  as  did  the  mother  of  our  subject, 
the  latter  dying  at  Charlotte. 

A  lad  of  twelve  years  when  he  came  with  his 
parents  to  Michigan  our  subject  can  remember 
when  Eaton  County  was  a  sparsely  settled  wilder- 
ness, with  plenty  of  deer  and  other  wild  game.  He 
attended  the  pioneer  schools  where  he  obtained 
such  an  education  as  they  offered.  He  was  only  a 
boy  when  he  commenced  to  work  with  his  father. 
He  afterward  acquired  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  and 
was  engaged  at  that  until  the  time  of  the  war.  He 
established  himself  in  the  grocery  business  at  Char- 
lotte. There  were  no  railways  connecting  this 
city  with  the  outside  world  at  that  time,  and  all 
his  goods  were  teamed  from   Jackson  or  Marshall. 

Mr.  Kesler  carried  on  the  grocery  trade  with 
good  financial  success  some  six  years  and  then 
abandoned  it  to  resume  his  trade  as  a  carpenter, 
and  has  since  conducted  a  flourishing  business  as  a 
contractor  and  builder.  In  the  prosecution  of  his 
work  he  has  been  much  prospered  and  has  acquired 
a  comfortable  property.  He  gives  close  attention 
to  every  detail  of  his  business  and  all  his  contracts 
are  carried  out  promptly  and  honorably,  so  that 
he  has  the  full  trust  of  all  who  have  dealings  with 
him,  and  his  credit  is  good  in  the  money  world. 
He  and  his  family  occupy  one  of  the  pleasant  homes 
for  which  Charlotte  is  noted,  which  has  a  fine  loca- 
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tion  on  Harris  Street,  corner  of  Sheldon.  Socially 
Mr.  Kesler  is  a  member  of  Charlotte  Lodge,  No. 
120,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  of  the  United  Brotherhood 
of  Carpenters,  No.  418. 

Our  subject  was  first  married  in  1864  to  Miss 
Emma  C.  Stoddard,  a  native  of  Ohio  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  William  Stoddard,  one  of  the  original  pro- 
prietors of  the  site  of  Charlotte.  Their  wedded 
life,  though  happy,  was  brief,  as  Mrs.  Kesler  died 
in  1868,  leaving  two  children — Kate  Mabel  and 
William  S.  Mr.  Kesler  was  married  in  1870  to  his 
present  estimable  wife,  formerly  Miss  Cornelia 
Eddy.  Mrs.  Kesler  was  born  at  Wales,  Erie  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Amos  and  Elizabeth 
Eddy.  For  her  paternal  history  see  sketch  of  J.  F. 
Eddy. 


fALORUS  M.  KENT.  The  following  is  a 
brief  sketch  of  the  career  of  Mr.  Kent  who 
is  engaged  in  farming  a  good  tract  of  land 
adjoining  the  village  of  Grand  Ledge,  Eaton 
County.  He  also  follows  the  dairy  business,  finding 
a  ready  market  in  the  village  which,  by  honest 
dealing  and  close  attention  his  trade  is  steadily  on 
the  increase.  At  this  writing  (March  1,  1891)  he 
has  fourteen  milch  cows  and  seven  horses.  By 
proper  management  of  his  farm  he  raises  enough 
grain  to  feed  his  stock. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  son  of  Francis 
M.  and  Harriet  A.  (Lovell)  Kent,  and  was  born 
in  Oneida,  Eaton  County,  this  State,  December 
25,  1853.  He  has  made  Grand  Ledge  his  home 
since  he  was  two  years  of  age  and  obtained  his 
education  principally  in  the  village  schools.  In 
1871  he  took  a  short  course  in  the  Michigan 
Agricultural  College  at  Lansing,  but  hard  study 
and  overwork  proved  too  much  for  him  and  he 
returned  home  and  completed  the  course  laid  down 
in  the  schools  of  Grand  Ledge. 

When  not  yet  twenty  years  old,  September  10, 
1873,  Mr.  Kent  married  Miss  Frances  A.  DeWitt, 
daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Caroline  (Corey)  De- 
Witt,  who  were  natives  of  New  Brunswick.  The 
DeWitts  were  of  French  ancestry,  as  the  name 
shows,  and  were  originally   from  Loraine,  France, 


now  belonging  to  Germany.  Mrs.  Kent,  however, 
was  born  in  Ontario,  Canada.  Our  subject's  father, 
F.  M.  Kent,  was  a  native  of  Northampton  County, 
Pa.,  and  was  born  September  15,  1827.  He  re- 
moved to  Niagara  County,  N.  Y.,  witli  his  parents 
when  five  years  of  age,  and  remained  there  the  four 
succeeding  years  when  they  sold  out  at  a  large 
advance  and  came  to  Oneida,  this  county,  stopping 
one  winter  at  Portland.  March  1,  1838,  they 
moved  on  to  their  land  in  the  southwestern  part 
of  Oneida  Township,  where  they  lived  for  thirteen 
years.  October  22,  1851,  Mr.  Kent,  Sr.,  was  mar- 
ried, and  three  years  later  he  removed  to  Grand 
Ledge  where  he  was  one  of  the  prominent  citizens 
of  the  village.  He  then  engaged,  in  company 
with  his  brother  and  a  Mr.  Hixon,  in  a  saw  and 
grist  mill,  under  the  firm  name  of  Kent,  Hixon  & 
Co.,  and  did  a  very  extensive  business.  Mr.  Kent 
was  incapacitated  from  doing  any  active  work  by  a 
stroke  of  paralysis  October  19,  1881,  and  diet!  six 
years  later  of  apoplexy,  thus  ending  a  useful  life. 
He  was  very  enthusiastic  in  every  enterprise  and 
was  one  of  the  foremost  citizens  to  procure  the 
railroad  through  this  place,  donating  $500  in  cash 
and  a  great  deal  of  time.  He  aided  the  company 
in  surve3ang  three  different  routes  on  two  pros- 
pective railroads. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  is  still  living  on  the 
old  homestead  in  Grand  Ledge.  Her  household 
numbered  seven  children,  three  of  whom  are  yet 
living  and  bear  the  names  respectively  of  Valorus 
M.,  our  subject;  Metta,  wife  of  George  B.  Brown; 
and  Darwin  L.,  a  resident  of  Grand  Ledge.  Al- 
though not  a  politician  Mr.  Kent  has  been  Presi- 
dent of  the  Village  Board  for  two  terms.  He  is 
also  an  honored  member  of  Lodge  No.  179,  A.  F. 
&  A.  M.;  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  No.  85,  and  is  now 
Worshipful  Master.  He  and  his  wife  are  active 
in  all  good  church  work  and  are  connected  witli 
the  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  of  Grand  Ledge,  in 
which  denomination  our  subject  is  Chairman  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees.  He  votes  the  Prohibition 
ticket  and  longs  for  the  day  when  its  principles 
will  be  in  full  sway. 

Mr.  Kent,  Sr.,  was  quite  an  inventive  genius,  in- 
venting a  corn-sheller  and  a  water-wheel  of  great 
merit,  which  he  had  patented,   and   the  former  of 
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which  is  in  general  use.  He  died  before  the  latter 
was  fairly  introduced.  His  mantle  seems  to  have 
fallen  on  his  youngest  son  who  is  already  quite 
an  inventor.  Mrs.  Kent,  the  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject, is  of  quite  a  literary  turn  of  mind,  contribut- 
ing largely  to  different  periodicals  and  magazines, 
both  prose  and  verse.  She  began  to  write  when 
about  ten  years  of  age,  but  her  writings  were  not 
published  until  she  was  about  twenty  years  old; 
this  has  been  always  been  done  over  her  own 
name.  She  was  born  in  Niagara  County,  N.  Y., 
and  when  three  years  of  age  her  parents  removed 
to  the  West,  stopping  three  years  in  Noble  County, 
Ind.  Then,  coming  to  Michigan  in  1840,  they 
made  a  settlement  in  Oneida  where  her  mother 
died  when  in  1890,  aged  ninety- five  years.  The 
father  preceded  her  to  the  better  land  in  1864. 
Mrs.  Kent,  in  addition  to  her  writings,  has  lec- 
tured on  temperance  and  woman  suffrage.  She 
began  teaching  when  little  more  than  fifteen  years 
old,  following  that  occupation  in  both  summer 
and  winter  until  her  marriage.  There  are  few 
families  where  as  much  activity  has  been  displayed 
as  by  this  one  couple,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kent. 


_^.,!  ARON  H.  WILLARD,  owner  of  the  "Pine 
WLUll  Hill  Farm,"  shows  at  his  place  upwards 
of  one  hundred  head  of  the  finest  strains  of 
road  and  trotting  horses  ever  exhibited 
in  Michigan.  He  introduced  the  first  registered 
Short-horn  cattle  in  Eaton  County,  also  the  first 
registered  Jersey  cattle  and  the  first  registered 
Merino  sheep  and  Berkshire  swine.  Standard-bred 
stallions  and  mares  of  the  following  strains  were 
first  brought  into  Eaton  County  by  him:  American 
Star,  Clay,  Hambletonian,  Mambrino,  Morgan  and 
Pilot,  Jr.  He  is  the  owner  of  over  one  hundred 
head  of  standard-bred  horses  registered  under  the 
revised  rules  of  the  "American  Trotting  Register." 
Mr.  Willard  is  the  owner  of  the  following  stock 
stallions:  "Golden  Mein,"  No  3284;  "Maricapa," 
No.  2815;  "Gen.  Gould,"  No.  10401;  "Frank 
Harris,"  No.  10419;  <lJayette,"  No.  10418;  "Col. 
Gould,"  No.  10785;  "Barnett,"  No.  10420;  "Mar- 


lett,"  No.  10421;  "Marokee,"  No.  10208;  "Con- 
vis,"  No.  10207;  "Earl  Ford,"  No.  13640; 
"Marway,"  No.  13642;  "Radway,"  No.  13641. 
uFargo,"  the  celebrated  three-year-old  trotting 
stallion,  was  entered  in  thirteen  different  races,  in 
each  of  which  he  won  first  money.  Indeed  he  has 
yet  to  lose  his  first  race.  He  enjoys  the  distinction 
of  being  the  most  successful  two  and  three-year-old 
campaigner  ever  bred  in  Michigan. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Richard  Hubbard 
Willard,  was  born  in  Charleston,  N.  H.  He  comes 
from  a  very  distinguished  family,  one  of  his  an- 
cestors having  built  the  first  railroad  in  the  United 
States.  Another  of  his  kinsmen  was  the  architect 
and  principal  donor  of  the  Bunker  Hill  Monument, 
giving  the  sum  of  $1,000.  This  same  family  fur- 
nished a  President  to  Harvard  College.  Frances 
Willard,  National  President  of  the  Woman's  Chris- 
tian Temperance  Union,  springs  from  the  same 
family.  They  have  operated  extensively  in  finan- 
cial affairs  of  the  country — bankers,  mine-operators 
and  successful  business  men  being  among  their 
number. 

Richard  Willard  came  West  to  Ohio  when  he  was 
twenty -one  years  old,  and  in  that  State  was  the 
manager  of  the  Chaengua  Furnace  Company. 
About  this  time  Ebenezer  Haveland  and  his  family 
came  to  Branch  County,  this  State.  They  were 
Quakers,  and  because  the  father  did  not  fight  in  the 
War  of  the  Revolution  their  house  was  burned. 
Mr.  Haveland  purchased  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  land  in  Branch  County,  where  he  died 
the  cholera  a  short  time  after  his  advent  into  from 
the  county.  The  maternal  grandmother  of  our 
subject  lived  to  be  seventy  five  years  old.  Her 
family  numbered  eight  children,  Mrs.  Willard 
being  the  second  in  order  of  birth.  Mrs.  Willard 
was  born  in  Danville  Green,  Vt.,  and  received  her 
education  at  the  same  place.  When  her  parents 
removed  to  Ohio  she  was  eighteen  years  of  age, 
coming  four  years  later  to  Branch  County  and  was 
married  to  our  subject's  father  at  the  age  of  twen- 
ty-three. 

Mr.  Willard  speculated  in  village  and  city  prop- 
erty, also  mining  lands  in  Ohio  and  Indiana.  He 
was  an  expert  in  the  management  of  furnaces.  The 
educational  privileges  and  surroundings  were  not 
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such  as  he  wished  to  rear  his  children  in,  and  Sher- 
wood, Branch  County,  this  State,  became  their 
home  for  several  years.  Later  on  when  his  chil- 
dren became  old  enough  to  attend  college  he  re- 
moved to  Olivet.  He  died  December  21,  1888,  at 
the  age  of  eighty  years.  The  mother  of  our  subject 
passed  away  February  12,  1891,  when  seventy-six 
years  old.  Of  the  eight  children  born  to  them 
three  are  living — James  R.,  Lydia  A.  and  Aaron  H. 
James  R.  is  a  member  of  the  Chicago  Board  of 
Trade.  Lydia  is  the  wife  of  A.  B.  Cook,  of  the 
Virginia  Granite  quarries  at  Petersburg,  Va. 

Our  subject  was  born  January  23,  1856,  at  Sher 
wood,  Branch  County,  this  State.  He  received  his 
education  in  the  public  school  at  Olivet  and  at 
Hillsdale  College.  He  embarked  in  business  for 
himself  before  he  reached  his  majority,  beginning 
in  a  small  way,  and  has  applied  himself  assiduously 
to  his  life  work,  and  takes  a  great  deal  of  interest 
in  his  business.  He*  was  the  prime  mover  of  the 
Trotting  Horse  Breeders  Association  in  Michigan, 
their  first  meeting  being  held  at  the  Burdick  House, 
Kalamazoo,  Mich.  Mr.  Willard  has  always  given 
his  support  to  the  Republican  party. 

December  18,  1889,  Mr.  Willard  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  May  Webster,  of  Logansport, 
Ind.,  and  a  daughter  of  John  P.  Webster.  Mrs. 
Willard  is  descended  from  the  same  family  which 
gave  us  Daniel  and  Noah  Webster. 


kUCIAN  A.  HYDE.     Among  the   younger 
)  farmers  of  Barry  County  are  natives  of  the 
, )  county  who  are  energetically  pursuing  their 

chosen  calling  and  continuing  the  work  done  hy 
their  forefathers.  A  good  representative  of  this 
class  is  the  gentleman  above  named,  whose  prop- 
erty is  on  section  18,  Assyria  Township.  It  con- 
sists of  one  hundred  and  ten  acres  which  is  watered 
by  Bascom  Creek  and  living  springs,  and  is  particu- 
larly well  adapted  for  the  cultivation  of  the  cereals 
and  the  raising  of  stock.  The  estate  contains  some 
timber  and  pasture  land,  separated  from  the  tilled 
fields  by  substantial  fences,  while  adequate  pro- 
yision  has  beep  made  for  the  shelter  of  the  domes- 


tic animals  and  the  storage  of  the  produce  that  is 
kept  on  hand  from  season  to  season.  The  farm- 
house is  a  homelike  one  and  with  its  background  of 
orchard  and  fields  makes  an  attractive  picture. 

The  Hyde  family  originated  in  England  and  the 
first  of  the  name  to  come  to  America  made  his 
home  in  Vermont.  There  Eliphalet  Hyde,  grand- 
father of  our  subject  was  born,  and  thence  he  re- 
moved to  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y.  In  the  fall 
of  1842  he  came  to  this  State  and  established  him- 
self on  Government  land  in  Barry  County.  He 
cleared  a  tract  in  Hastings  Township  but  died  in 
Castleton  Township.  His  son  Zattu  was  born  in 
Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y.,  June  10,  1814,  and 
upon  growing  to  manhood  engaged  in  farming 
there.  In  the  fall  of  1837  he  married  and  in 
December,  1843  made  the  trip  to  this  section  in  a 
covered  wagon,  being  thirteen  days  on  the  way. 
He  pushed  into  the  woods,  often  having  to  cut  the 
road  before  him,  and  located  in  the  same  township 
as  his  father,  where  he  built  a  hewed  log  house  and 
improved  eighty  acres  of  land  which  he  farmed 
until  1848.  He  then  traded  for  the  tract  now 
owned  by  our  subject,  from  which  he  removed  the 
forest  growth,  gradually  adding  to  its  improve- 
ments. He  continued  his  occupation  until  his 
death,  March  12,  1854.   Politically  he  was  a  Whig. 

The  wife  of  Zattu  Hyde  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Hannah  Fields  and  was  born  in  Wayne  County, 
N.  Y.,  March  30,  1817.  She  was  of  English  de- 
scent and  her  grandfather  and  father,  both  of 
wtiom  were  named  John,  were  natives  of  Vermont. 
In  her  girlhood  her  father  removed  to  Harmony, 
Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y.,  where  she  lived  until 
after  her  marriage.  When  she  came  West,  Indians 
still  lingered  here  and  she  was  a  great  friend  to 
them  and  received  from  them  the  title,  fc'honest 
squaw.,,  She  made  a  second  marriage  April  31, 
1855,  her  husband  being  James  B.  Norris,  who  was 
born  in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  near  Seneca  Falls, 
May  2,  1812.  She  remained  at  the  old  home  here 
until  her  death.  Her  first  marriage  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  six  children  and  her  second  union  was 
blest  by  the  birth  of  one. 

Mr.  Norris  was  the  grandson  of  a  Revolutionary 
soldier  and  the  son  of  a  man  who  fought  in  tho 
War  of  1812,     Both  his  progenitors  were  born  \\\ 
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New  Jersey  and  his  father  was  an  early  settler  in 
Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  but  died  in  Seneca  County 
in  1814.  When  fourteen  years  old  Mr.  Norris  was 
apprenticed  to  a  shoemaker  who  proved  to  be  a  bad 
master,  so  the  lad  left  and  went  to  live  with  his 
Grandfather  Norris.  When  grown  to  manhood  he 
married  Elmaette  Park  and  established  himself  as  a 
farmer.  In  the  fall  of  1848  he  came  to  Barry 
County  and  took  up  Government  land,  but  ere 
long  was  so  afflicted  with  ague  that  he  sold  the 
tract  and  bought  in  another  part  of  the  county. 
Later  on  he  became  owner  of  the  property  in 
Assyria  Township,  where  his  wife  died,  leaving  six 
children.  After  a  time  he  married  the  mother  of 
our  subject  and  it  was  partially  under  his  training 
that  Mr.  Hyde  gained  his  knowledge  of  farm  work, 
lie  was  a  Class-Leader  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  a  Republican  in  politics.  Since  the 
above  was  written  Mr.  Norris  lias  passed  from 
earth,  his  death  occurring  March  26,  1891. 

The  farm  which  he  now  occupies  is  the  birth- 
place of  Mr.  Hyde,  who  opened  his  eyes  to  the 
light  September  17,  1851.  He  began  his  studies  in 
a  log  schoolhouse,  but  afterward  attended  school 
in  a  frame  building.  In  the  intervals  of  study  he 
was  employed  on  the  farm  and  he  remained  here 
until  in  his  twentieth  year,  when  he  found  work 
near  Nashville.  He  next  tilled  the  home  farm  on 
shares  two  years,  then  put  in  about  the  same  length 
of  time  in  working  for  others  in  the  neighborhood. 
Once  more  he  took  control  of  the  homestead  for  two 
years  that  he  had  previously  bought  on  the  same  sec- 
tion and  worked  that  place  until  1885.  In  Novem- 
ber of  that  year  he  bought  eighty-five  acres  of  the 
old  home,  thus  bringing  up  his  landed  estate  to  a 
goodly  acreage  and  enabling  him  to  increase  his 
agricultural  operations.  He  keeps  good  grades  of 
cattle  and  sheep,  excellent  roadsters  and  full- 
blooded  Poland-China  hogs. 

At  the  head  of  the  household  affairs  on  Mr. 
Hyde's  farm  is  the  lady  to  whom  he  was  married 
in  Battle  Creek  in  1877.  She  was  formerly  known 
as  Miss  Martha  A.  Chase,  was  born  in  Bedford 
Township,  Calhoun  County,  and  completed  her 
education  in  the  High  School  in  Battle  Creek.  She 
took  up  the  profession  of  teaching  but  abandoned 
it  in  a  short  time  to  become  the  homekeeper  and 


matron.  Her  happy  marriage  has  been  blest  by 
the  birth  of  four  children — Clinton  L.,  Bertha  J. 
and  Mabel  L.,  living,  and  Mattie  B.  who  died  in 
her  second  year.  Mrs.  Hyde  is  a  daughter  of 
Daniel  Chase,  a  well-known  farmer  of  this  part  of 
the  State,  who  was  born  in  New  York  and  upon 
coming  West  made  his  first  settlement  in  Calhoun 
County.  The  last  years  of  his  life  are  being  spent 
in  Assyria  Township,  Barry  County. 

One  of  the  most  conspicuous  features  in  the  life 
of  Mr.  Hyde  is  the  fact  that  he  never  drank  a  drop 
of  liquor  or  used  tobacco  in  any  form.  He  is  one 
of  those  who  keep  well  informed,  live  uprightly, 
and  without  seeking  public  honors  are  called  upon 
to  fill  official  stations,  and  who  wield  a  decided  in- 
fluence in  the  community.  He  has  been  a  school 
officer  for  years,  was  Justice  of  the  Peace  one  term, 
Township  Treasurer  two  years  and  in  the  spring  of 
1890  was  elected  Supervisor.  In  this  unaolicited 
office  he  has  served  on  different  committees,  among 
them  that  of  Equalization  and  Justice  Dockets.  He 
has  been  a  member  of  the  Township  Central  Com- 
mittee several  terms  and  also  a  delegate  to  county 
conventions,  representing  the  Republicans,  of 
whom  he  is  one.  He  belongs  to  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  and  is  Steward  of  the  organization 
at  Northwest  Assyria. 


ILO  H.  GUNSENHAUSER.  In  the  small 
cities  no  figure  — unless  it  be  that  of  min- 
ister or  doctor — is  so  conspicuous  as  uye 
editor."  His  is  the  keen  mind  that  takes 
in  at  a  glance  the  salient  features  from  exchanges, 
gleans  items  of  local  interest  oiTthe  streets  and 
in  the  stores  and  work  shops,  and  gives  utterance 
to  stirring  sentences  that  clinch  a  thought  in  the 
minds  of  others.  Our  subject  is  in  partnership 
with  Mr.  M.  J.  Davis  of  Hillsdale,  editor  and  pro- 
prietor of  the  Grand  Ledge  Republican,  which  is  a 
newsy  sheet  having  a  splendid  circulation. 

Mr.  Gunsenhauser,  whose  name  heads  this  sketch, 
is  a  son  of  John  and  Lucinda  H.  (Williams)  Gun- 
senhauser, and  was  born  in  De  Kalb  County,  Ind., 
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November  26,  1854.  The  father  was  a  carpenter 
and  contractor,  which  trades  he  followed  until  the 
breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War,  when  he  early 
enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company  F,  Forty-fourth 
Indiana  Infantry.  At  its  organization  he  was 
elected  Orderly -Sergeant,  and  was  successively  pro- 
moted, holding  at  his  death  the  rank  of  Captain ; 
he  was  mortally  wounded  in  the  battle  of  Chicka- 
mauga.  Upon  the  death  of  his  father,  our  subject 
was  placed  under  the  charge  of  his  uncle,  Jacob 
Gunsenhauser,  with  whom  he  lived  until  the  fall 
of  1868.  At  that  time,  with  his  mother  and  some 
relatives  he  removed  to  Keokuk  County,  Iowa,  and 
for  the  next  eight  years  was  almost  continuously 
engaged  working  on  a  farm,  attending  the  district 
schools  in  the  winter.  In  1876  he  was  apprenticed 
to  learn  the  printer's  trade  in  the  office  of  the 
Sigourney  News,  commencing  as  udevil,"  whose 
work  was  to  wash  the  rollers,  with  the  numerous 
other  duties  of  the  beginner.  Four  years  later  he 
severed  his  connection  with  the  News  and  went  to 
work  in  Chicago.  This  was  in  September  and  in 
December  following  he  returned  to  Sigourney  and 
on  the  8th  of  the  same  month  was  married  to  Miss 
Ida  Ames  of  that  place.  He  then  returned  to  the 
Garden  City,  remained  until  the  following  May, 
when  he  removed  to  Auburn,  Ind.,  and  worked  in 
the  office  of  the  Auburn  Republican  until  the  fall  of 
1882,  when  he  turned  his  steps  to  Michigan.  His 
next  occupation  was  as  a  patent-right  agent,  which 
position  he  held  for  a  whole  week,  but  in  that 
length  of  time  had  obtained  an  experience  that  for- 
ever cured  him  of  the  patent-right  business. 

The  office  of  the  Hillsdale  Leader  was  the  next 
place  of  his  operations  and  he  there  served  as  fore- 
man until  1886,  when  in  company  with  W.  E.  Allen 
he  carried  on  a  job  printing  office  at  Hillsdale. 
This  connection  continued  until  February,  1889, 
when  Mr.  Gunsenhauser  bought  out  his  partner's 
interest  and  removed  the  plant  to  Waldron  and 
changed  the  name  to  the  Waldron  Echo.  This 
was  his  first  attempt  at  newspaper  work  on  his  own 
account.  The  paper  was  started  with  a  very  bright 
outlook  for  the  future,  but  scarcely  nine  weeks 
later  a  disastrous  fire  destroyed  the  entire  village 
and  the  office  and  its  contents  shared  the  same  fate. 

July  11,  1889.  Mr.  Gunsenhauser  in  company 


with  M.  J.  Davis  bought  out  the  office  of  the 
Graphic  of  Grand  Ledge,  which  wrasa  Union  Labor 
paper,  but  which  they  published  as  Republican  in 
politics.  Its  name  was  shortly  after  changed  to 
the  Grand  Ledge  Republican^  and  it  is  doing  some 
effective  work  for  that  party.  They  have  never 
been  at  a  standstill  but  have  continuously  added 
and  made  improvement  to  their  office  and  by  their 
enterprise  have  almost  doubled  the  circulation.  As 
Mr.  Davis  lives  in  Hillsdale,  the  entire  manage- 
ment of  the  paper  devolves  on  Mr.  Gunsenhauser, 
who  succeeds  once  a  week  in  giving  to  the  people 
of  Grand  Ledge,  a  clean,  newsy  sheet  of  which  the 
community  as  well  as  the  proprietors  can  justly 
feel  proud. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gunsenhauser  have  come  three 
children — Fred,  who  was  born  June  18,  1885,  and 
Ruth  and  Rachel,  born  August  10,  1890.  Socially 
he  is  identified  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and 
the  Sons  of  Veterans,  of  Hillsdale,  and  served  as 
Captain  of  Camp  No.  5,  at  Hillsdale  for  three 
years  and  also  as  Division  Quartermaster  for  two 
years  under  Col.  Hall.  He  is  a  man  of  good  hab- 
its and  is  well  thought  of  in  the  community. 

ILLIAM  T.  FOSTER.  A  traveler  through- 
out  Eaton  County  will  see  many  beautiful 
homes  which  give  evidence  of  good  taste 
and  a  desire  to  get  the  best  from  life,  and  the  visi- 
tor will  be  led  to  the  conclusion  that  even  our 
farmers  are  not  devoid  of  culture  and  refinement. 
Among  the  many  attractive  residences  in  Eaton 
County,  may  be  mentioned  that  located  on  section 
33,  in  Eaton  Township.  The  gentleman  above 
mentioned  and  residing  on  this  fine  farm,  is  a  native 
of  Ashland  County,  Ohio,  was  born  Septem- 
ber 26,  1849,  and  is  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Bar- 
bara (Bush)  Foster.  The  mother  is  now  the  wife 
of  James  French,  a  brief  mention  of  whom  will  be 
found  in  this  sketch.  Thomas  Foster,  the  father 
of  our  subject,  was  a  native  of  England,  and  emi- 
grated to  America  probably  half  a  century  ago. 
In  the  fall  of  1850,  he  with  his  family  removed  to 
Eaton  County,  and  settled  on  the  place  wltere  our 
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subject  now  lives.  This  place  he  cultivated  and 
improved  and  lived  upon  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1860.  He  was  the  father  of  four  chil- 
dren, three  of  whom  are  now  living:  Louisa  A., 
the  wife  of  George  Tullip;  Sarah,  the  wife  of 
George  Force;  and  William  T.,  all  residents  of 
Eaton  County.  Thomas  Foster  was  one  of  the 
industrious  and  practical  farmers  who  began  with 
no  means  but  by  perseverance  succeeded  in  accu- 
mulating a  competency.  In  order  to  pay  for  his 
home  he  saved  the  ashes  from  logging  and  other 
matter  burned  in  clearing  up  the  place,  and  sold  the 
same,  receiving  cash  for  it  and  so  succeeded  in 
paying  for  his  farm.  This  farm  contains  eighty 
acres.  Mr.  Foster  was  one  of  the  public-spirited 
men  of  the  county,  and  was  held  in  great  esteem  in 
the  community.     In  politics  he  was  a  Whig. 

Amid  the  scenes  incident  to  pioneer  life  our  sub- 
ject was  reared.  He  received  a  common  school 
education,  which  afforded  poor  advantages,  but  he 
has  since  added  to  his  limited  store  of  knowl- 
edge by  reading  extensively.  He  was  married 
November  17,  1870,  to  Matilda  J.  Huber,  and  is 
the  proud  and  happy  father  of  one  son — Reginald 
D.,  who  was  born  May  12,  1874.  He  owns  one 
hundred  acres  of  land  which  is  well  improved  and 
under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  He  has  always 
taken  an  active  part  in  educational  work  and  has 
served  as  School  Director  for  that  district.  He  is 
engaged  in  stock-raising,  keeping  the  Short-horn 
cattle  and  fine  wool  sheep. 

Mr.  Foster  casts  his  vote  with  the  Democratic 
party.  Socially  he  is  a  member  of  the  Farmers' 
Alliance  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  IJe  served 
one  year  on  the  Board  of  Review.  He  and  his 
wife  are  consistent  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  he  serves  in  the  capacity  of 
Trustee  for  that  denomination.  He  has  been  unus- 
ually successful  in  life  and  he  and  his  wife  are 
loved  and  respected  by  all  in  their  community. 

James  French,  of  whom  mention  was  made 
above  is  the  step-father  of  our  subject  and  is  one 
of  the  pioneer  farmers  of  Eaton  Township.  He  is 
a  native  of  England  and  was  born  September  25, 
1820,  and  is  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth 
French.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm  in  his  native 
country  until  he  reached  manhood,  when  he  con- 


cluded to  try  his  fortunes  in  America.  In  1849  he 
took  passage  at  Liverpool  in  a  sailing  vessel,  and 
after  an  uneventful  voyage  of  seven  weeks,  landed 
in  New  York  City.  After  a  short  time  he  removed 
to  Ashland  County,  Ohio,  and  engaged  to  work  out 
on  a  farm  at  which  he  continued  for  a  short 
time.  He  came  to  Eaton  County  in  the  fall  of 
1850  and  settled  in  Eaton  Township.  He  owns  an 
estate  containing  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
land  which  he  has  brought,  by  persistent  industry, 
to  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  For  a  number  of 
years  after  he  came  to  Eaton  County  he  boarded 
among  the  different  families  of  the  neighborhood 
when  he  was  not  working. 

He  was  married  in  1865  to  Mrs.  Barbara  Foster, 
widow  of  the  late  Thomas  Foster,  of  whom  mention 
has  been  made  in  this  sketch.  Mrs.  French  is  one 
of  the  venerable  and  representative  women  of 
Eaton  County  and  enjoys  the  esteem  of  a  large 
circle  of  acquaintances  and  friends  in  her  locality. 
Mr.  French  has  alwajs  been  a  strong  advocate  of 
schools,  and  gives  his  support  to  anything  that 
will  advance  the  cause  of  education.  He  is  a  Re- 
publican in  politics.  In  the  truest  sense  of  the 
work  Mr.  French  is  a  self-made  man.  A  peaceable 
and  law-abiding  citizen  and  a  man  of  energy  and 
intelligence  he  has,  by  his  kindly  associations  with 
his  neighbors  gained  their  goodwill  and  respect. 
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,,Aw,  NNA  E.  WOLF.  It  gives  us  pleasure  to 
(@zLH  record  in  this  sketch  the  leading  incidents 
in  the  career  of  one  who,  during  the  press 
of  business  has  yet  found  time  to  devote 
to  classic  culture.  Our  subject  is  the  daughter  of 
John  and  Anna  E.  (Harder)  Wolf,  natives  of  New 
York.  She  taught  school  for  several  terms  in  Battle 
Creek,  and  then  engaged  in  millinery,  fancy  and 
dry -goods  in  1860,  following  the  same  business  ten 
years.  She  then  removed  to  this  city  with  a  stock  of 
goods  and  ran  a  store  five  years.  After  selling  out 
this  store  she  bought  city  property,  owning  a  square 
on   Jefferson   Street,  where   she   now  lives,  also  a 
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store  building  in  the  Union  Block  on  State  Street. 
She   owns    landed    property  in  Calhoun    County. 
While'in  business  at  Battle  Creek  Miss  Wolf  lost  a 
store  by  fire  during  the  second  year  of  her  business 
and  suffered  a  loss  of  $1 ,500  to  $2,000.     But  with 
indomitable  pluck  she  pushed  on  and  has  been  very 
successful  since.     Her  sister,  Miss  Jennie  Wolf,  was 
formerl}T  a  resident  at  Battle  Creek,  and  removed 
in  1875  to  Hastings,  and  taught  a  private  kinder- 
garten school  at  her  residence.     Miss  Wolf  and  her 
sister  both  devote  much  time  to  study  and  research. 
Miss  Wolf's    father    came  to   Detroit,  Mich.,  in 
1832,  and  was   engaged   in   the  building  and  con- 
tracting business,  keeping  a  large  force  employed. 
He  purchased    considerable    property  in   this  city 
where  he  remained  five  years.  He  then  removed  to 
Battle  Creek,  Calhoun  County,  and  purchased  five 
hundred  acres  of  land  seven  miles  north  of  the  city, 
where  he  remained  four  years.     He  then  removed 
to   Battle     Creek,   renting    his   farm    and     taking 
charge  of   the  Battle  Creek  Hotel  for  a  few  years. 
He   then   returned  to  the  farm  and   remained  until 
1869,  when  he  again  rented  his  farm  and   removed 
to  Charlotte,  Eaton  County,  where  he  lived  a  retired 
life.     He  left  this   place  in  1874  and   removed  to 
Howard  City,  Montcalm  County,  where  he  bought 
property  and  there   lived  in   retirement  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1885.     He  was  a  wealthy 
man,  having  purchased  property  in  Detroit.     The 
mother    died  in   1886.     The  grandparents  of  our 
subject  were  Martin  and  Catherine  (Smith)  Wolf. 
The  grandfather  came  from  Germany  when  four 
years  old.  The  grandmother  was  a  native  of  Penn- 
sylvania.    Martin  Wolf  was  a  contractor  in   Ciav- 
erack,  Columbia  County,  N.  Y.,  where  his  son  John 
was  born,  March  4, 1800.     The  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject was  born  in  1805  at  Hudson,  N.  Y.     Her  par- 
ents were  John  and  Hannah  (Race)  Harder.    They 
resided  in   Columbia  County,  N.  Y.,  and  were  of 
German  descent. 

Miss  Anna  Wolf  is  one  of  a  family  of  seven 
children,  five  of  whom  are  now  living,  namely: 
Anna  E.;  Sophia,  Mrs.  Thomas  Quick,  the  mother 
of  two  children,  John  B.  and  Ida  J.,  resides  at  How- 
ard City;  Mary  C,  Mrs.  Milton  A.  Collins,  a  resi- 
dent of  South  Dakota  and  the  mother  of  one  sou — 
Vivan  E.;  Jennie  M.;  Otto  J.  an  attorney  at  How- 


ard City,  married  Ida  Steele,  of  Charlotte,  Eaton 
County,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  children 
—Claude  and  Philip;  H.  Maria,  Mrs.  William 
Norris,  now  deceased;  Ada  M.,  now  Mrs.  J.  W. 
Goodwin,  a  resident  of  California  but  now  a  special 
agent  of  the  Interior  Department  at  Washington. 
The  father  of  Miss  Wolf  was  a  consistent  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  was 
an  upright  man  in  all  the  relations  of  life.  In 
political  principles  he  was  a  stanch  adherent  of  the 
Republican  party. 

Miss*Wolf  belongs  to  the  Chautauqua  Circle  and 
received  in  1884  her  diploma  for  the  four  years' 
course  of  reading:  she  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Shakespeare  Club  at  Hastings. 


~>-^^^^5^^ 


,ATRICK  H.  EVANS.  Among  the  medi- 
cal practitioners  located  at  Middleville, 
Barry  County,  none  have  been  more  uni- 
formly successful  in  their  efforts  to  restore 
the  afflicted  ones  to  health  than  Dr.  Evans;  and 
the  same  is  true  of  his  wife,  who  studied  with  him 
and  was  graduated  at  the  same  time.  Dr.  Evans, 
whose  portrait  appears  on  the  opposite  page,  was 
born  in  Dublin,  Ireland,  September  3,  1834,  but 
has  lived  in  America  from  his  childhood.  His  boy- 
hood and  youth  were  spent  almost  entirely  upon  the 
farm,  and  during  that  period  in  his  existence  he 
acquired  a  practical  education  in  the  common 
schools.  He  remained  with  his  father  until  he  was 
of  age,  then  married  and  bought  a  farm  of  eighty 
acres  which  he  operated  nine  years. 

The  wife  of  Mr.  Evans  died  and  he  sold  his  pos- 
sessions and  went  to  California  to  try  to  regain  the 
fortune  which  he  had  lost  by  the  heavy  expenses 
entailed  by  sickness  in  the  family  and  the  cost  of  a 
substitute  sent  to  the  army.  He  was  engaged  in 
mining  on  the  coast  until  the  fall  of  1871,  when 
he  returned  to  this  State  and  settled  in  Barry 
County.  He  took  possession  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  land  on  sections  14  and  15,  Thorn 
Apple  Township,  which  he  cleared  and  improved 
and   of   which    he   still  owns  one   hundred  aerejs, 
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Farming  not  being  congenial  to  his  taste  be  began 
the  study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  Ferguson,  and  in 
1877  he  and  his  wife  went  to  Ann  Arbor  where 
they  spent  three  years  in  medical  training.  They 
were  graduated  from  the  Homoeopathic  School  in 
June,  1880,  and  the  next  month  took  up  their  abode 
in  Middleville,  which  they  have  continued  to  make 
their  home. 

rIhe  first  marriage  of  Dr.  Evans  took  place  in 
November,  1855.  His  bride  was  Nancy  Owen, 
daughter  of  Seymour  and  Jerusba  (Colby)  Owen. 
Three  children  came  to  bless  the  union,  but  Mary 
died  in  infanc}r,  and  Luna  in  California  when  eleven 
years  old.  Myrta,  the  surviving  daughter,  is  now 
the  wife  of  Dr.  J.  P.  Fulierton,  of  Raymond,  Iowa. 
The  present  wife  of  Dr.  Evans  is  a  daughter  of 
William  and  Elizabeth  (Williams)  Colby,  was  born 
at  Middlebnry,  Ind.,  and  christened  Amanda  J. 
Eler  father  was  born  in  Monroe  County,  N.  Y., 
December  28,  1822,  and  was  a  son  of  Nicholas 
Colby,  whose  wife  was  a  daughter  of  Sir  William 
Howe.  Nicholas  Colby  was  born  in  New  Hamp 
shire,  and  after  living  in  the  Empire  State  some 
years  came  to  Michigan  about  1838  and  died  at 
Springport,  Eaton  County.  He  was  a  soldier  in 
the  War  of  1812. 

William  Colby,  father  of  Mrs.  Evans,  was  six- 
teen years  old  when  he  bought  his  time  of  his 
father  and  going  lo  Ann  Arbor  learned  the  cooper's 
trade.  He  then  went  to  Indiana  and  at  Middle- 
bury  was  married,  his  bride  being  a  native  of  Ken- 
tucky. In  the  fall  of  1855  he  came  to  Barry 
County  and  located  on  eighty  acres  of  land  in 
Thorn  Apple  Township,  where  he  proved  a  success- 
ful farmer.  He  accumulated  property  and  at  the 
time  of  his  death  had  an  estate  of  about  four  hun- 
dred acres.  He  left  four  children — Amanda  J., 
who  married  our  subject;  Rebecca,  who  is  living  in 
Seattle,  Wash.;  and  Delos  and  Albert,  who  live 
with  their  mother  at  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

The  second  marriage  of  Dr.  Evans  has  been  blest 
by  the  birth  of  two  children,  but  the  parents  were 
called  upon  to  part  with  their  son  Charles,  who 
died  when  but  a  year  old.  They  have  remaining 
to  them  a  daughter,  Florence,  who  adorns  the  home 
with  the  graces  of  her  young  ladyhood.  Imme- 
diately after  receiving  her  diploma  Mrs.  Evans  took  J 


up  professional  work  and  has  built  up  a  large  prac- 
tice both  at  her  home  and  in  Grand  Rapids.  She 
goes  to  her  office  in  that  city  every  Tuesday  morn- 
ing and  spends  four  days  there,  the  rest  of  J>er  time 
being  constantly  employed  at  home.  She  is  a  lady 
of  culture  and  refinement,  and  to  this  fact  is  un- 
doubtedly due  much  of  her  success  in  acquiring 
patients,  as  none  wish  to  employ  other  than  a 
womanly  woman  whatever  opinion  may  be  had  of 
her  professional  skill.  Mrs.  Evans'  career  during 
the  past  decade  is  another  illustration  of  the  fact 
that  professional  life  does  not  necessarily  destroy 
the  graces  of  true  femininity. 

The   citizens  of   Middleville    have   chosen    Dr. 
Evans  as  their  Justice,  and  in  the  fall  of  1886  he 
was  elected  Coroner  on  the  Greenback  ticket,  and  in 
1890  was  elected  County  Coroner  on  a  Union  ticket. 
He  has  also  been  Health  Officer  of  Thorn   Apple 
Township   and    is    the   present   incumbent  of   the 
office  of  Councilman  of  the  city.     He  is  a  man  of 
social  qualities  and   charitable  spirit,  and  is  much 
interested  in  the  workings  of  the  Masonic  and  Odd 
Fellows  orders,  with  both  of  which  he  is  identified. 
With  the  quick  wit  characteristic  of  the  natives  of 
the  Emerald  Isle  he  grasps  facts  presented  for  his 
consideration,  and  his  keenness  of  observation  is  a 
valuable   factor  in  diagnosing  diseases  and  deter- 
mining what  remedial  agencies  are  best  to  employ. 
The  parents  of  Dr.  Evans  were  James  and  Mary 
(Caldwell)   Evans,   the  former  a  native  of  Belfast 
and  the  latter  of  Navan,   County  Meath,  Ireland. 
Mr.  Evans  was  a  dyer  by    trade.     He  was   twice 
married,  his  first  wife  dying  in  1836  and  he  soon 
afterward  came  to  America.     In  1841   he  returned 
to  Ireland  and  brought  his  children   to  the  United 
States.     Mrs.    Mary    (Caldwell)   Evans   left    four 
children — Ann,  John,  Patrick  H.  and  Matt.     Two 
sons  are  now  living  in  California.     The  father  and 
mother    were   members   of   the     Roman    Catholic 
Church.     After  crossing  the  ocean  Mr.  Evans  spent 
some  five  years  in  Philadelphia  and  then  removed 
to  Morristown,  N.  J.,  where   he  remained  until  the 
spring  of  1844.     He  then  came  to  this  State,  travel- 
ing via  New  York  and  Albany,  the  Erie  Canal  and 
lake,  and  locating  in  Cass   County.     He  bought  a 
farm  of  one  hundred  and   twenty  acres  which  was 
covered  with  trees,  which   he  improved  as  he  did 
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eighty  acres  additional.  He  married  for  his  second 
wife  Bridget  Traynor,  and  after  her  decease  about 
1880,  he  made  his  home  with  his  son  Patrick.  He 
died   in   1885  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-one 


years. 


:_S*- 


/m  LLEN  T.  LORING,  proprietor  of  Loring's 
(@0,  Addition,  Charlotte,  Eaton  County,  is  an 
enterprising  capitalist  and  real  estate 
dealer  who  has  greatly  aided  in  the  up- 
building of  this  city  since  he  took  up  his  residence 
here  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago.  He  is  a 
native  of  Massachusetts,  born  in  the  town  of  Barn- 
stable September  6,  1817.  His  father,  whose  name 
wns  Edward  Loring,  was  born  in  the  same  place  in 
1778  and  was  a  son  of  Otis  Loring,  who  was  a 
native  of  England,  and  so  far  as  known  was  the 
only  member  of  the  family  to  come  to  America. 
In  early  manhood  he  was  engaged  as  a  blacksmith 
for  some  years  and  at  the  same  time  kept  the  vil- 
lage hotel  at  Barnstable,  where  he  spent  his  last 
days. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared,  married  and 
passed  his  entire  life  in  his  native  county.  He 
early  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter  at  Boston  and 
carried  it  on  at  Barnstable,  and  in  due  time  suc- 
ceeded his  father  in  the  management  of  the  hotel 
at  that  place.  He  was  popular  in  his  capacity  as 
u  mine  host,"  was  well  known  throughout  the  sur- 
rounding country  and  at  his  death  in  1859,  at  a 
ripe  old  age,  was  sincerely  mourned  by  the  entire 
community.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Phebe  Thatcher,  was  a  native  of  Yarmouth,  Mass. 
She  died  at  Barnstable  in  1849  at  a  venerable  age. 
She  was  the  mother  of  fourteen  children,  of  whom 
twelve  were  reared  and  five  are  still  living,  the 
eldest  being  eighty-two  years  old. 

Our  subject  lived  on  a  farm  during  his  youth 
until  he  was  seventeen  years  old,  when  he  went  to 
Boston  to  serve  an  apprenticeship  to  learn  the 
trade  of  a  carpenter.  His  day's  work  was  from 
sun  to  sun  and  he  received  $50  a  year  and  his 
board.  The  kit  that  he  bought  with  his  savings 
and  the  $50  that  his  brother  gave  him  constituted 
his   capital    when    he  started  out  in  the  world  at 


twenty-one  years  of  age,  in  the  year  1838,  to  seek 
his  fortune.  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  was  his  objective 
point  and  he  took  the  most  convenient  route  in 
those  days  to  that  city,  going  by  sailing  vessel  to 
Baltimore,  where  he  landed  after  a  voyage  of 
seven  days,  and  from  there  went  to  Cumberland 
by  rail,  whence  he  journeyed  by  the  inclined  plane 
across  the  mountains,  then  proceeding  by  stage  to 
Wheeling,  where  he  embarked  on  a  flatboat  on  the 
Ohio  River  and  at  last  arrived  at  his  destination. 
He  found  Cincinnati,  which  was  then  one  of  the 
largest  cities  of  the  West,  a  town  of  less  than  forty 
thousand  inhabitants.  He  obtained  work  at  his 
trade  without  any  difficulty,  as  skilled  mechanics 
were  in  demand,  and  continued  a  resident  of  that 
city  until  1857. 

In  that  year  Mr.  Loring  sought  "  greener  fields 
and  pastures  new"  beyond  the  Mississippi  in  the 
State  of  Iowa,  where  he  invested  in  two  hundred 
acres  of  land  close  to  Muscatine.  He  devoted 
himself  to  farming  with  good  success  the  ensuing 
five  years,  and  then  sold  his  farm  and  went  to  Lake 
Superior,  where  he  bought  a  steam  sawmill  and 
turned  his  attention  to  the  lumber  business,  which 
he  carried  on  five  years.  In  the  year  1868  he  gath- 
ered together  his  capital  and,  coming  to  Charlotte, 
bought  a  pleasant  home  in  this  attractive  city,  and 
has  ever  since  been  identified  with  its  interests  as 
a  real  estate  dealer,  buying,  building  and  selling. 
His  operations  in  the  building  line  have  been  con- 
fined to  the  Second  Ward  of  the  city,  where  he  has 
platted  a  lot  of  land  known  as  Loring's  Addition. 
He  has  thus  done  much  to  promote  the  substantial 
growth  of  Charlotte  and  is  one  of  its  moneyed  men 
who  have  spent  their  capital  judiciously  in  its 
interests.  His  sagacity  and  good  business  judg- 
ment have  also  been  utilized  by  his  fellow-citizens, 
who  have  called  him  to  share  in  the  local  govern- 
ment, and  he  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  City 
Council  three  years  and  as  Justice  of  the  Peace 
three  years.  In  his  politics  he  is  unswerving  in 
his  allegiauce  to  the  Republican  party. 

Mr.  Loring  has  been  twice  married.  The  maiden 
name  of  his  first  wife,  to  whom  he  was  united  May 
21,  1841,  was  Eliza  A.  Oliver,  who  was  a  daughter 
of  Samuel  and  Sarah  Oliver,  and  a  native  of 
Massachusetts.     Five  children  of  that  marriage  are 
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living:  Sarah,  wife  of  Andrew  J.  Gilbert;  Lu- 
cretia,  widow  of  Benjamin  Grier;  Mary  J.,  widow 
of  Joseph  Opie;  Rose  W.,  wife  of  William  Gris- 
wold;  and  Emma,  wife  of  Ahi  H.  Trowbridge. 
After  a  wedded  life  of  more  than  thirty  years,  Mrs. 
Loring  died  at  Newport,  Ky.,  in  January,  1876. 
The  second  marriage  of  our  subject,  which  took 
place  in  1877,  was  to  Mrs.  Mary  J.  (Davis)  Oliver, 
daughter  of  John  and  Lydia  Davis  and  widow  of 
William  D.  Oliver.  Mrs.  Loring  is  a  native  of 
New  Jersey,  where  she  was  born  in  October,  1828. 
Both  she  and  our  subject  are  members  in  high 
standing  of  the  Congregational  Church. 


,  EV.  THOMAS  F.  McCONNELL.  The  suc- 
cess which  has  crowned  the  efforts  of  Mr. 
McConnell  has  not  merely  been  a  success 
!in  accumulating  a  competence  for  his 
declining  years,  but  in  the  better  sense  of  the  word 
he  has  been  successful  in  serving  others,  and  in 
filling  his  life  with  honorable  deeds  in  behalf  of 
mankind.  As  a  minister  his  instructions  from  the 
pulpit  bear  evidence  of  patient  research  and  close 
reasoning.  Realizing  that  a  faithful  ministry  is 
the  world's  strongest  hold  on  the  hope  of  an  eter- 
nal heaven,  he  has  endeavored  to  faithfully  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  his  sacred  office.  As  a  farmer, 
he  is  intelligent  and  wide-awake  and  owns  a  good 
eighty-acre  farm  on  section  9,  Eaton  Township. 
This  estate  he  has  embellished  with  a  substantial 
residence  and  all  the  necessary  outbuildings  for  the 
storage  of  machinery  and  grain,  and  the  shelter  of 
stock. 

Ashland  County,  Ohio,  was  the  native  place  of 
Mr.  McConnell,  and  the  date  of  his  birth  August 
2,  1830.  His  paternal  ancestors  are  supposed  to 
be  of  Scotch  origin;  his  father,  Thomas  McCon- 
nell, was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  as  was  also  his 
mother,  who  was  known  in  maidenhood  as  Mary 
Ford.  Immediately  after  their  marriage,  the 
parent  of  our  subject  removed  from  the  Keystone 
State  to  Ohio,  settling  in  Ashland  County,  of  which 
they  became  pioneers.  They  became  the  parents 
of  a  large  familr  of  children,  of  whom  the  follow- 


ing survive:  James,  a  resident  of  Charlotte,  Mich.; 
*  Thomas  F.,  our  subject;  Oliver,  in  Vermontville, 
Mich.;  Eleanor,  the  wife  of  Thomas  Laughery; 
Mary  A.,  married  John  Freeman,  who  was  a  sol- 
dier and  died  in  the  army.  She  then  married  a 
Mr.  Gishwiller;  and  Harriet,  who  married  Samuel 
McClintic,  living  near  Lincoln,  Neb.  Our  subject 
had  few  opportunities  for  obtaining  an  education 
and  passed  his  youth  in  the  usual  manner  of  farmers' 
lads  of  those  days. 

In  the  fall  of  1851  the  father  of  our  subject, 
accompanied  by  his  family,  migrated  to  Michigan, 
locating  in  Eaton  County,  where  he  developed  a 
farm  and  became  well-to-do.  He  died  about  1868, 
while  his  wife  passed  from  earth  in  1844.  She  was 
born  in  1800.  Although  our  subject  had  no  school 
privileges  he  impresses  one  as  being  a  well-educated 
man,  for  by  observation  and  extensive  reading  he 
has  acquired  a  breadth  of  culture  which  makes  him 
a  pleasant  conversationalist  and  a  well-informed 
man.  At  an  early  age  he  was  converted  to  Christ, 
and  in  1870  was  licensed  to  exhort  in  the  United 
Brethren  Church;  in  1873  he  was  duly  approved 
as  a  preacher  of  the  Gospel,  and  in  1887  was 
ordained  as  an  Elder  in  the  church.  He  has  been 
engaged  quite  extensively  in  ministerial  work,  and 
occasionally  fills  a  pulpit  at  Charlotte.  His  pastoral 
work  has  been  mostly  local,  he  having  never 
become  itinerate.  In  November,  1851,  he  was 
married  to  Angeline  Brandeberry,  of  Ohio,  by 
whom  he  had  a  son  and  daughter,  both  of  whom 
are  now  deceased.  Mrs.  McConnell  died  in  the 
year  1865,  aged  thirty-one  years. 

On  March  5,  1866,  Mr.  McConnell  was  united  in 
marriage  with  his  present  wife,  Catherine  Zahnley, 
who  was  born  in  Ashland  County,  Ohio,  April  12, 
1844.  Mrs.  McConnell  is  the  daughter  of  Xavier 
and  Harriet  (Bowerize)  Zahnley,  the  former  a 
native  of  Germany  and  the  latter  of  Ohio.  She 
was  of  German  descent.  Mrs.  McConnell  is  one 
of  ten  children  born  to  her  parents,  of  whom  the 
following  survive:  James,  a  resident  of  Kansas; 
Barbara  A.,  the  wife  of  James  Laughery,  in  Ohio; 
Mrs.  McConnell;  Christian,  who  makes  his  home 
in  Kansas;  Mary  E.,  who  became  the  wife  of  Gor- 
don McAdoo,  of  Ohio;  Frank  and  Rebecca,  both 
residing  in  Ohio.     Mr.  Zahnley  died  at  the  age  of 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


365 


seventy-three,  while  his  widow  survives  and  makes 
her  home  in  Ohio  at  the  old  homestead.  To  Mi. 
and  Mrs.  MeConnell  have  been  born  two  children, 
Millard  F.  and  Addie  B.,  both  members  of  the 
United  Brethren  Church,  and  prominent  in  society. 
The  son  has  for  two  years  been  a  teacher,  the 
daughter  is  now  a  student. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  MeConnell  is  a 
strong  Democrat  and  has  served  his  township  in 
various  capacities.  He  was  Drainage  Commissioner 
of  Eaton  Township  for  four  years,  Justice  of  the 
Peace  four  years,  and  has  held  other  minor  offices 
within  the  gift  of  the  people.  Too  much  honor 
cannot  be  given  these  sturdy  pioneers  who  have 
braved  untold  dangers  and  have  opened  the  way  for 
the  civilization  of  the  present  day,  and  as  one  of 
those  we  are  pleased  to  record  briefly  the  life  work 
of  Mr.  MeConnell,  whose  name  will  be  held  in  rev- 
erence long  after  death  shall  have  brought  to  a 
close  his  earthly  career. 


DDLSON  W.  RUSSELL.     This  veteran  of 
the  late    war  and    old  settler   in  Assyria 
(4    Township,    Barry     County,    has     passed 
H^  through  varied  experiences   whose  recital 

as  it  falls  from  his  lips  is  very  interesting.  The 
limits  of  this  volume  forbids  the  biographical 
writer  doing  more  than  outlining  his  life,  leavihg 
to  the  reader  the  task  of  rilling  in  the  details.  Mr. 
Russell  has  a  valuable  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  on  section  17,  watered  bj'  Bascom 
Creek,  and  improved  with  all  necessary  buildings, 
well-kept  fences,  and  the  garden  and  orchard  with- 
out which  a  farm  is  scarcely  worth  note.  He  gives 
his  attention  principally  to  raising  hay  and  cattle, 
the  latter  of  Durham  strain,  but  does  not  neglect 
other  crops  and  stock. 

Tartulas  Russell,  a  native  of  New  York  and  a 
farmer  and  carpenter,  came  to  Michigan  early  in 
the  '30s  and  located  in  Napoleon  Township,  Jack- 
son County.  There  he  improved  a  farm  and  died 
at  a  good  old  age.  He  was  accompanied  by  a  son, 
Addison  who  was  born  in  Onondaga  County, 
.N.  Y.,  and  was  but  a  boy  when  the  removal  took 


place.  As  he  grew  to  manhood  he  learned  the 
trade  of  a  carpenter,  in  which  he  busied  himself, 
while  also  operating  a  farm.  He  married  Harriet 
E.  McMaster,  daughter  of  one  of  the  early  settlers 
in  Jackson  County  and  a  native  of  Napoleon  Town- 
ship. Both  husband  and  wife  died  in  1843,  when 
their  only  child,  he  of  whom  we  write,  was  a  week 
old. 

The  orphaned  child,  whose  natal  day  was  Decem- 
ber 23,  1843,  was  taken  to  the  home  of  his  paternal 
grandfather  and  lived  there  until  four  years  old. 
He  then  became  a  part  of  the  household  of  his 
aunt,  Mrs.  Phillips,  in  the  same  vicinity,  and  dur- 
ing the  next  few  years  attended  the  common  school. 
When  about  ten  years  old  he  began  to  work  his 
own  way,  still  living  in  Jackson  County  two  years, 
after  which  he  worked  in  Michigan  and  Illinois  for 
varving  periods,  returning  to  this  State  just  as  the 
war  broke  out.  The  patriotism  that  slumbers  in  the 
breast  of  every  true  American  led  him  to  enlist, 
and  after  the  war  was  over  he  came  to  Assvria 
Township  and  in  1866  bought  fifty-two  acres  of 
timber  land  on  section  20.  This  he  reclaimed  from 
the  primeval  forest  and  subsequently  traded  for 
eighty  acres  in  the  same  township.  Three  years 
later  he  removed  to  Nashville,  which  was  his  home 
three  years,  after  which  he  made  his  present  loca- 
tion. In  addition  to  carrying  on  general  farming 
he  represents  C.  L.  Van  Dusen,  nurseryman,  of 
Geneva,  N.  Y. 

The  enlistment  of  Mr.  Russell  took  place  in 
September,  1861,  and  at  Detroit  he  was  mustered 
into  Company  C,  Ninth  Michigan  Infantry,  which 
became  a  part  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  under 
the  command  of  Gen.  Thomas.  For  some  time  the 
regiment  was  bodyguard  to  their  commander.  At 
Murfreesboro  Mr.  Russell  was  captured  by  the 
forces  of  Forrest  and  Morgan  and  after  having 
been  marched  forty-two  miles  was  paroled  and  re- 
turned to  Camp  Chase.  Thence  he  came  home, 
reporting  to  Gov.  Blair  and  after  being  in  the  North 
six  weeks  rejoined  the  forces  at  Camp  Chase,  and 
having  been  exchanged,  again  went  into  service. 
He  took  part  in  all  the  battles  between  Stone  River 
and  Chickamauga  and  went  on  to  Atlanta,  after 
which  he  fought  in  the  engagements  of  the  return 
march,  including  Spring  Hill,  Franklin  and    Nash- 
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ville.  He  had  veteranized  in  the  winter  of  1863-64 
and  was  finally  discharged  in  September,  1865.  His 
weight  was  at  times  reduced  to  an  hundred  pounds. 
On  three  occasions  he  was  hit  by  a  bullet,  once  in 
the  breast  when  his  life  was  saved  by  the  ball 
striking  a  Testament  that  was  in  his  pocket,  once 
on  the  head,  and  again  by  a  spent  ball  on  the  left 
thigh  while  he  was  helping  a  wounded  comrade. 

In  Napoleon  Township,  Jackson  County,  Febru- 
ary 24,  1868,  Mr.  Russell  and  Miss  Nancy  Gurnsey 
became  husband  and  wife.  The  bride  was  born  in 
Franklin,  Washtenaw  County,  her  parents  being 
James  M.  and  Martha  (Ramsey)  Gurnsey,  for- 
merly of  New  York.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Russell  have 
seven  children,  none  of  whom  have  yet  left  the 
parental  home.  The}'  bear  the  names  of  Curtis 
G.,  Lewis  L,  Hannah  L.,  Gracie  A.,  Wesley  J., 
Addison  S.  and  Harriet  E.  Mr.  Russell  is  serving 
creditably  as  School  Director  and  is  Senior  Vice- 
Commander  of  the  Grand  Army  Post  at  Assyria. 
He  belongs  to  the  Farmers'  Alliance  and  is  a  Re- 
publican in  politics.  He  is  an  intelligent  and 
honorable  man,  and  were  there  no  other  reason,  his 
neighbors  would  respect  him  for  his  valorous  con- 
duct in  the  army. 


^P  DOLPHUS  L.  BENNETT.  The  biograph- 
ical writer  is  always  pleased  to  note  the 
evidences  of  prosperity  and  to  record  the 
successes  wTon  by  an  honest  and  industrious 
life.  Especially  is  this  due  when,  as  in  the  case 
of  Mr.  Bennett,  a  man  has  risen  by  his  own  efforts 
to  a  prominent  position.  Mr.  Bennett  is  a  veteran 
of  the  late  wrar,  in  which  he  did  good  service,  and 
is  a  fine  type  of  the  class  which  he  represents.  By 
untiring  industry  and  sagacious  judgment  he  has 
acquired  a  good  farm  aritl  is  classed  among  the 
enterprising  farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  Eaton 
Township,  Eaton  County. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  the  State  of  JSew 
York,  having  been  born  in  Niagara  County  Octo- 
ber 3,  1847,  and  is  the  son  of  George  W.  and  Char- 
lotte F.  Bennett.  In  this  Album  may  be  found  the 
sketch  of  the  venerable  mother  of  our  subject.  His 


parents  came  to  Michigan  when  he  was  a  mere  babe, 
and  he  was  reared  in  the  township  in  which  he  now 
resides.  During  his  youth  he  engaged  in  all  the 
work  that  is,  required  in  the  opening  up  of  a  new 
country,  such  as  building  roads,  chopping  trees 
and  clearing  up  of  land.  During  the  winter 
months  he  attended  the  district  school. 

Feeling  an  interest  in  the  preservation  of  the 
Union  and  convinced  that  the  cause  of  the  North 
was  just,  Mr.  Bennett  entered  the  army  as  a  mem- 
ber of  Company  I,  Seventh  Michigan  Cavalrjr,  and 
became  a  part  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  He 
served  with  credit  in  the  campaign  which  included 
the  battles  of  Gettysburg  and  Ft.  Stevens,  took 
part  in  many  of  the  fiercest  battles  of  the  entire 
struggle  and  also  engaged  in  many  of  the  minor 
skirmishes.  Mr.  Bennett  can  look  with  pride  upon 
his  enlistment  in  the  army  when  but  a  mere  boy 
as  an  act  of  heroism. 

History,  neither  ancient  nor  modern,  has  recited 
the  deeds  of  more  heroes  than  the  records  of 
the  Civil  War  can  produce  in  its  annals.  Mr.  Ben- 
nett deservedly  ranks  with  those  heroes  who  shed 
luster  over  the  country.  Although  one  of  the 
youngest  volunteers  in  the  army  in  point  of  age, 
too  much  cannot  be  said  of  his  honorable  career  as 
a  soldier  nor  too  many  encomiums  be  given  him  for 
his  army  career.  On  account  of  injuries  received 
in  the  service  Mr.  Bennett  draws  a  pension  of  $12 
a  month.  He  was  honorably  discharged  Novem- 
ber 14,  1865.  After  being  mustered  out  of  the 
army  he  returned  to  his  home  and  assumed  the 
duties  of  a  civilian. 

Mr.  Bennett  was  united  in  marriage  April  9, 
1887,  with  Mrs.  Hannah  Hastings,  widow  of  the 
late  Nathan  C.  Hastings,  of  Eaton  County.  Mrs. 
Bennett  is  a  native  of  Washtenaw  County,  was 
born  February  6,  1838,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Peter 
and  Betsey  Britten,  of  whom  mention  is  made  in 
the  sketch  of  Joel  P.  Britten.  Mrs.  Bennett  was 
reared  in  this  county  and  was  first  married  Septem- 
ber 29,  1859.  Her  husband,  Nathan  C.  Hastings, 
was  born  in  Medina  County,  Ohio,  and  was  a  son 
of  Waitstill  and  Parmelia  Hastings.  He  enlisted 
February  10,  1863,  in  Company  G,  Seventh  Michi- 
gan Cavalry,  and  was  in  several  battles  and  skir- 
mishes and  was  a  valiant  soldier.     He  contracted#a 
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disease  in  the  service  which  resulted  in  his  death. 
By  this  marriage  Mrs.  Bennett  was  the  mother  of 
eight  children,  five  now  living:  Charles  W. ;  Clara 
B.,  the  wife  of  George  W.  Cooley;  Perley  E., 
Luella  and  Nathan  E.  The  names  of  the  deceased 
are  Ursula  J.,  Betsey  P.  and  Mary  E.  Mr.  Hast- 
ings died  August  8,  1877,  and  was  during  his 
voting  years  a  Democrat. 

Mr.  Bennett,  our  subject,  commemorates  his 
glorious  and  honorable  army  record  with  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  In  politics  he  is 
independent  and  votes  for  the  man  and  not  the 
party.  He  is  also  identified  with  the  Order  of 
Red  Men  at  Eaton  Rapids.  Mrs.  Bennett  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  South  Eaton  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bennett  own  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  of  land,  which  is  nearly  all  under 
improvement.  They  are  both  well  known  for  their 
hospitality  and  have  a  host  of  friends  in  their  lo- 
calit}T.  Mr.  Bennett  is  recognized  as  a  strictly 
honorable  man  and  enjoys  the  full  confidence  of 
the  business  world  in  this  section.  He  has  sur- 
rounded himself  with  various  appliances  for  the 
development  of  the  soil  and  the  storing  of  the 
products  of  the  farm,  and  has  above  all  else  made 
preparations  for  the  comfort  of  his  household  and 
their  enjoyment. 


■^ts^^t^^^^^^^^i^, 


IRAM  J.  SMITH.  For  many  years  this 
Ijl  gentleman  has  been  numbered  among  the 
progressive  farmers  of  Vermontville  Town- 
ship, Eaton  County,  where  he  has  a  fine 
farm  on  section  15.  He  is  now  a  resident  of  Ver- 
montville, having  purchased  a  nice  home  in  the 
village  where  he  is  living  in  retirement  from,  the 
more  active  duties  of  life.  His  industry  has  been 
rewarded  by  the  securing  of  a  competency  for  his 
declining  years,  his  private  worth  has  been  recog- 
nized by  an  established  reputation,  and  his  kindli- 
ness of  disposition  has  won  him  the  esteem  of  his 
neighbors.  Upon  his  well-regulated  farm  first-class 
improvements  have  been  made  and  during  the  years 
in  which  he  devoted  himself  assiduously  to  its  cul- 


tivation  he  wrought  great  changes  in  its  appear- 
ance and  fertility. 

A  native  of  the  Empire  State,  Mr.  Smith  was 
born  in  Murray,  Orleans  County,  on  the  19th  of 
August,  1828,  and  is  the  eldest  of  a  family  of  six 
children,  whose  parents  were  Seth  and  Harriet  C. 
(Huggins)  Smith.  From  Murray  they  removed 
with  their  family  to  Pennfield  County,  N.  Y.,when 
our  subject  was  a  lad  of  ten  years  and  thence  went 
to  Erie  County,  Ohio  where  the  death  of  Seth  Smith 
occurred.  His  widow  afterward  removed  to  Brad- 
ford County,  Pa.,  where  she  married  Mr.  Gates  and 
spent  her  last  days. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  manhood  in  Newr  York 
and  Ohio  in  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads,  his 
time  being  spent  in  farm  work  and  in  attendance 
at  the  district  schools.  After  a  number  of  j'ears 
spent  in  Erie  County,  Ohio,  we  find  him  a  resident 
of  Fulton  County  and  there  he  made  his  home  until 
1864,  which  year  witnessed  his  arrival  in  Eaton 
County,  Mich.  He  at  once  settled  on  the  farm  on 
which  he  has  since  lived.  On  beginning  life  for  him- 
self he  had  no  capital  save  that  with  which  nature 
had  endowed  him,  a  good  constitution  and  energy; 
therefore  to  him  belongs  all  the  credit  of  his  suc- 
cess. He  now  owns  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
of  good  land  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and 
his  farm  is  pleasantly  situated  about  one  mile 
northeast  of  the  village  of  Vermontville. 

On  the  1st  of  September,  1856,  Mr.  Smith  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Adella  Jeffreys,  of 
Erie  County,  Ohio.  She  died  December  21,  1867, 
at  the  age  of  thirty-eight  years  and  eleven  months 
at  her  home  in  Michigan.  Four  children  were  born 
of  that  union,  the  eldest  of  whom,  Harley  J.,  is  a 
resident  of  the  town  of  Vermontville;  he  married 
Miss  Leonie  Barnes  and  they  have  seven  children — 
Roy  C,  Ray  E.,  Eva  J.,  Agnes,  Ira,  Mearl  and  an 
infant.  Eugene,  who  is  engaged  in  blacksmithing 
in  Mulliken,  Mich.,  wedded  Miss  Mary  Shafer,  of 
Eaton  County,  by  whom  he  has  two  children — 
Eunice  and  Bernice;  Frank  E.,  who  was  joined  in 
wedlock  with  Miss  Viola  Gunn,  of  Vermontville 
Township,  where  he  carries  on  farming,  also  has 
two  children  by  that  marriage — Bernai  and  Beulah ; 
Fred,  the  youngest  of  the  family,  died  in  infancy. 

On   the    16th   of   March,   1868,  Mr.  Smith  was 
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again  married,  his  second  union  being  with  Miss 
Bernice  Herrick.  The  wedding  was  celebrated  in 
Carmel,  Eaton  County,  her  native  city.  Her  par- 
ents, John  P.  and  Orphia  M.  (Cookson)  Herrick, 
were  natives  of  Vermont  and  New  York,  respect- 
ively. Among  its  early  settlers,  they  came  to 
Michigan  in  1838,  locating  in  Carmel,  where  they 
spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  Their  family 
numbered  nine  children,  as  follows:  Oscar,  Bertha, 
Bernice,  Aner,  Phoebe,  Mahlon,  Myron,  Emily  and 
Alonzo. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  are  members  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church,  and  in  political  sentiment  he  is  a 
Democrat,  but  has  never  taken  an  active  part  in 
party  politics,  preferring  rather  to  give  his  entire 
attention  to  his  business  interests.  He  is  a  plain, 
unassuming  man  who  concerns  himself  about  his 
own  affairs  and  not  those  of  his  neighbors  and  in 
consequence  has  won  their  respect. 

— ** <S|>CJ!ft — <<-~ 
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\¥?  OHN  H.  AMES,  who  for  several  years  was 
I  extensively  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits 
in  Eaton  County,  and  still  owns  a  large  and 
valuable  farm  in  Chester  Township,  is  now 
living  in  retirement  in  one  of  the  most  attractive 
homes  of  Charlotte,  pleasantly  located  on  Bostwick 
Avenue.  He  is  a  native  of  Geneva,  Ontario  County, 
N.  Y.,  born  February  15,  1818,  to  Jason  and  Sarah 
A.  (Moore)  Ames,  natives  respectively  of  Con- 
necticut and  New  York.  The  father  was  of  early 
English  ancestry,  and  the  mother  was  a  daughter 
of  Henry  Moore,  a  native  of  New  England,  and  a 
pioneer  of  Huron  County,  Ohio. 

Jason  Ames  learned  the  trades  of  tanner,  currier 
and  shoemaker  in  his  youth.  He  removed  from 
Connecticut  in  early  manhood  to  Ontario  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  was  an  early  settler  of  Geneva.  In  1819 
he  again  started  westward,  and  making  his  way  to 
Ohio  located  at  New  Haven,  in  Huron  County,  and 
was  one  of  the  first  to  settle  in  that  region.  In 
company  with  another  he  established  a  tannery  and 
carried  on  that  business  and  shoemaking  for  many 
years.  He  remained  a  resident  of  that  county 
until  1865,  when  he  went  to  California  to  live  for 


a  short  time.  He  came  back  to  this  part  of  the 
country,  and  the  few  remaining  years  spared  to  him 
were  spent  at  Charlotte,  where  he  died  May  23, 
1868. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  but  eighteen 
months  old  when  his  parents  settled  amid  the  pri- 
meval wilds  of  Ohio,  and  he  can  still  recall  the  scenes 
of  his  boyhood  days  among  the  pioneers  of  a  newly 
settled  country.  His  mother  did  all  her  cooking 
by  the  fireplace,  and  her  children  were  clad  in 
homespun,  the  product  of  her  spinning  wheel  and 
loom.  In  the  wilderness  surrounding  the  humble 
pioneer  home,  deer,  wolves  and  other  wild  animals 
abounded.  There  were  no  railways  or  canals  there 
for  many  years  and  consequently  no  markets.  The 
first  railway  that  Mr.  Ames  ever  saw  was  one  that 
extended  from  Monroeville  to  Sandusky,  a  distance 
of  fifteen  miles.  The  people  lived  principally 
from  the  products  of  their  farms,  and  mony  things 
that  are  now  considered  indispensable  were  not  to 
be  procured.  There  were  no  mills  in  Huron  County 
for  years  after  the  family  went  there  to  live,  and 
flour  was  almost  unknown.  They  used  home-made 
graters  to  reduce  their  corn  to  smaller  particles,  or 
else  a  jack  plane.  Our  subject  relates  that  after  he 
was  grown  to  be  quite  a  boy  a  corn  cracker  was 
established  five  miles  from  their  home.  His  father 
would  put  a  bushel  of  corn  in  a  sack,  which  he 
would  attach  to  a  stick,  and  the  father  taking  hold 
of  one  end  of  the  stick  and  our  subject  of  the  other, 
they  would  carry  the  corn  to  the  mill.  For  a  time 
his  father  carried  the  mail  from  New  Haven  to 
Tiffin,  thirty  miles  away,  carrying  it  on  his  back, 
and  making  weekly  trips. 

Our  subject  attended  the  pioneer  schools  of 
Huron  County,  which  were  taught  in  log  houses, 
heated  by  fireplaces  which  extended  nearly  across 
the  buildings,  and  the  seats  were  made  by  splitting 
small  logs,  hewing  one  side  smooth,  and  inserting 
wooden  pins  for  legs.  A  log  was  removed  from 
the  side  of  the  room  to  admit  light  and  greased 
paper  covered  the  aperture,  no  window  glass  being 
used.  When  he  was  fourteen  years  old,  Mr.  Ames 
began  to  carry  the  mail  from  New  Haven  to  Bloom- 
ing ville,  which  were  thirty  miles  apart.  That  was 
before  the  days  of  stamps  and  the  era  of  cheap 
postage,  and   it  cost  a  sixpence  to  send  a  letter. 
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After  carrying  the  mail  a  year  he  drove  stage  from 
different  points  in  Northern  Ohio  for  some  time. 

At  the  time  of  his  marriage  he  began  farming, 
and  in  1844  bought  a  tract  of  timber  land  at  Ball- 
ville,  Sandusky  County,  upon  which  he  at  once 
erected  a  log  house,  and  then  commenced  the  pio» 
neer  task  that  lay  before  him  of  clearing  his  home- 
stead of  the  tall  old  forest  trees  that  stood  on  it. 
He  lived  there  but  a  short  time  however,  and  then 
sold  his  place  at  an  advance  and  bought  another. 
He  changed  places  two  or  three  times  in  the  course 
of  a  few  years,  and  in  1848  purchased  land  three 
miles  from  Fremont.  There  was  a  log  house  on  it, 
and  a  few  acres  were  cleared.  That  farm  continued 
in  his  pcssession  and  was  his  home  for  a  long  time. 
lie  cleared  and  fenced  the  greater  part  of  it,  and 
built  a  commodious  brick  house,  frame  barn,  and 
other  buildings. 

In  1873  Mr.  Ames  disposed  of  his  farm  in  Ohio 
at  a  good  price,  and  coming  to  Eaton  County  in- 
vested in  three  hundred  and  forty-four  acres  of 
land  in  Chester  Township,  to  which  he  added  from 
time  to  time  by  further  purchase  until  he  had  up- 
ward of  seven  hundred  acres,  the  most  of  which 
he  still  owns.  In  1888  he  came  to  Charlotte  and 
bought  his  present  home,  which  is  a  substantial 
residence  of  a  modern  style  of  architecture,  is 
handsomely  furnished,  and  affords  a  great  contrast 
to  the  humble  surroundings  of  his  early  life.  Here 
he  and  his  amiable  wife,  who  has  been  his  coun- 
selor, comforter  and  helper  for  more  than  half  a 
century,  live  surrounded  by  all  the  comforts  and 
conveniences  of  life,  and  enjoying  in  a  full  measure 
the  affection  and  respect  of  all  with  whom  they 
come  in  contact.  In  the  acquirement  of  his  valua- 
ble property  Mr.  Ames  has  shown  more  than  ordin- 
ary skill  in  his  calling  and  a  keen  insight  into  the 
most  business-like  way  of  carrying  on  his  affairs, 
that  have  placed  him  among  the  moneyed  men  of 
his  adopted  county.  In  helping  to  extend  the  rich 
agricultural  resources  of  this  region,  he  has  shown 
his  value  as  a  citizen,  and  he  is  well  worthy  of  a 
place  among  the  workers  of  the  county,  who  have 
always  had  its  dearest  interests  at  heart. 

Mr.  Ames  and  Miss  Eliza  Balding  were  wedded 
July  13, 1840,  and  of  the  children  that  have  blessed 
their  marriage  seven  are   living:  William,  James, 


John,  Olin,  Francis  M.,  Ada  and  Amadilla.  They 
sacrificed  two  sons  on  the  altar  of  their  country 
during  the  late  war.  George  was  a  member  of  the 
Seventy-second  Ohio  Infantry,  and  died  in  Ander- 
sonville  prison.  Rollin  served  in  the  One  Hun- 
dredth Ohio  Infantry,  and  died  while  in  service  at 
Memphis,  Tenn. 


ISS  SARAH  G.  SARLES  is  well  known  in 
Eaton  County,  where  she  has  a  pleasant 
home  in  Eaton  Township  near  the  city  of 
Charlotte.  She  is  a  representative  of  a 
prominent  pioneer  family  of  the  county,  and  was  a 
pioneer  school  teacher  of  this  section  of  Michigan. 
A  native  of  Erie  County,  N.  Y..  she  was  born  July 
13,  1833,  to  Jonathan  and  Sallie  (Burt)  Sarles, 
who  were  natives  respectively  of  New  York  and 
Massachusetts.  The  old  and  correct  way  of  spell- 
ing the  family  name  is  Sarles,  though  it  is  more 
commonly  spelled  Searles.  Her  paternal  ancestors 
were  of  mingled  English  and  Welsh  blood,  while 
her  maternal  progenitors  were  of  Scotch  and  French 
origin.  Her  grandfathers  on  both  sides  of  the 
house  were  Revolutionary  soldiers,  while  her  father 
fought  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  was  wounded  in  an 
encounter  with  the  British  at  Queenstown  Heights, 
Canada.  Miss  Sarles  is  one  of  eleven  children,  of 
whom  these  four  survive:  William,  a  resident  of 
Charlotte;  Susan  L.,  the  widow  of  Amos  H.  Mun- 
son ;  Sarah  G. ;  and  Phoebe  E.,  the  wife  of  O.  H. 
Bickford,  of  Shelby,  Mich. 

In  the  fall  of  1837  Jonathan  Sarles  gathered  his 
family  and  household  goods  together  and  started  on 
the  tedious  journey  for  what  was  then  the  new 
State  of  Michigan.  From  Buffalo  they  proceeded 
by  lake  to  Detroit,  and  from  that  city  penetrated 
through  the  intervening  wilderness  to  Eaton  County. 
The  father  had  visited  the  State  before,  and  had 
bought  Government  land  which  comprises  the  old 
homestead  where  his  daughters  of  whom  we  write 
now  lives.  His  first  work  was  to  build  a  block 
house  sufficiently  large  to  accommodate  his  family 
and  its  floors  were  made  of  puncheon.    Some  of  the 
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county  official  business  was  transacted  in  this  house, 
and  it  also  became  famous  as  a  place  for  religious 
meetings.  It  served  as  the  family  residence  for  a 
number  of  years  until  it  was  replaced  by  a  more 
commodious  edifice. 

The  busy  and  useful  career  of  Mr.  Sarles  was 
suddenly  terminated  by  his  untimely  death  Decem- 
ber 18,  1841,  caused  by  falling  from  a  barn  and 
breaking  his  neck.  His  removal  was  a  great  loss  to 
the  county,  as  he  was  not  only  active  in  the  pio- 
neer work  of  its  upbuilding,  but  he  sought  in  vari- 
ous ways  to  further  its  interests,  materially,  so 
cially  and  religiously.  He  was  prominent  in  public 
life,  and  held  several  of  the  township  offices  while  his 
public  spirit  and  enterprise  helped  push  forward 
various  schemes  for  local  improvement.  His  political 
views  were  in  accordance  with  the  platform  of  the 
Democratic  party  of  his  day.  He  was  a  true  Chris- 
tian and  a  valued  member  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church.  His  widow  survived  him  until  March  30, 
1877,  when  she  passed  to  a  well-earned  rest  at  a 
venerable  age,  leaving  behind  her  the  record  of  a 
noble  life. 

Our  subject  was  a  child  of  four  years  when  she 
was  brought  to  their  pioneer  home  in  the  forest 
wilds  of  Michigan  by  her  parents,  and  ever  since 
she  has  lived  in  Eaton  County.  She  can  remem- 
ber when  it  was  in  a  wild,  sparsely  settled  condi- 
tion, and  has  been  an  intelligent  witness  of  its 
growth.  She  was  carefully  trained  by  a  kind  father 
and  a  wise  mother,  and  high  principles  of  right  liv- 
ing were  earty  instilled  into  her  mind.  She  was 
given  a  good  education,  and  in  due  time  entered 
the  teacher's  profession,  becoming  one  of  the  early 
teachers  of  this  vicinity,  and  gaining  a  good  repu- 
tation as  an  excellent  instructor. 

Miss  Sarles  owns  twenty-four  acres  of  choice 
land,  which  is  valuable  both  on  account  of  its  im- 
provements and  its  advantageous  location  near  the 
city  of  Charlotte.  Here  she  has  a  home  replete 
with  comfort  and  coziness,  wherein  she  dispenses  a 
pleasant  hospitality.  She  is  a  lady  of  culture,  and 
has  an  amiable,  cheerful  disposition  that  has  won 
her  many  friends  amOngan  extensive  acquaintance. 
Her  neighbors  always  find  her  obliging  and  help- 
ful, and  ready  to  aid  them  when  they  need  assist- 
ance.    She  is  a  capable  woman,  understanding  well 


how  to  manage  her  affairs,  and  her  energies  find 
vent  in  useful  channels  and  in  various  good  works. 
Her  portrait  is  here  presented  to  her  many  friends, 
as  is  also  that  of  her  mother,  the  late  Mrs.  Jonathan 
Sarles. 
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/p^EORGE  BROWN.  This  well-known  resi- 
if  (=n  dent  of  Barry  County  has  been  located  on 
^^^Usection  6,  Rutland  Township,  for  a  quarter 
of  a  century,  and  has  been  a  potent  -factor  in  the 
improvement  of  the  section  which  he  chose  as  his 
home.  His  life  affords  a  lesson  worthy  of  the  con- 
sideration of  younger  men,  and  it  is  a  pleasure  to 
know  that  his  industry  and  uprightness  have  been 
rewarded  with  a  fair  share  of  wrorldly  goods  and  a 
reputation  second  to  none.  Mr.  Brown  began  his 
life's  labors  empty-handed,  but  with  a  sturdy  deter- 
mination to  do  well  and  the  frugal  habits  that  are 
necessary  to  all  who  would  rise  from  poverty  to 
competence.  He  now  has  a  fine  farm  of  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  on  section  6,  and  forty  acres 
on  section  9,  of  the  township  named,  which  he 
cleared  and  improved,  and  where  a  full  and  sub- 
stantial line  of  buildings  may  be  seen. 

The  birth  of  Mr.  Brown  took  place  February  6, 
1811,  in  St.  Johnsbury,  Vt.  His  parents,  James 
and  Desire  (Sylvester)  Brown,  wTere  natives  of  New 
Hampshire  and  some  two  years  after  his  birth  they 
returned  to  that  State.  Thence  they  went  to  Steu- 
ben County,  N.  Y.,  in  the  fall  of  1824,  and  there 
they  made  their  home  many  years.  Both  died  in 
Livingston  County.  They  were  prominent  and 
active  members  of  the  Christian  Church,  and  Mr. 
Brown  was  an  old-line  Whig  and  then  a  Republican 
in  his  political  views.  To  James  Brown  and  his 
good  wTife  ten  children  were  born,  named  respect- 
ively, Eliza,  Abigail,  Charles,  George,  Benjamin. 
Lucy,  Stephen,  Hosea,  Permelia,  Hiram  H.  All 
grew  to  maturity  and  established  homes  of  their 
own.  Charles,  Benjamin,  Lucy  and  Hiram  are  now 
deceased.  Grandfather  Brown,  whose  given  name 
was  Nehemiah,  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier.  He  was 
a  tiller  of  the  soil  and  the  granite  hills  of  New 
Hampshire  and  died  in  Westmoreland,  that  State. 
The  early  recollections  of  George  Brown  are  of 
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farm  life  in  New  England  and  of  the  common 
schools  in  that  section.  In  common  with  other 
lads  he  bore  a  part  in  home  duties,  learning  much 
of  agricultural  work,  and  when  the  schools  were  in 
session  conned  the  pages  of  the  readers  and  arith- 
metics of  that  day.  At  the  age  of  twenty  years  he 
took  up  the  burden  of  life  for  himself  and  for  two 
years  farmed  on  shares.  He  hoarded  his  resources 
and  expended  his  savings  in  pursuing  his  studies 
for  a  few  terms  in  the  Genesee  Wesley  an  Seminary 
at  Lima,  N.  Y.  He  then  returned  to  Steuben 
County,  where  his  parents  were  living,  and  worked 
his  father's  farm  for  a  time.  He  next  bought 
fifty  acres,  to  which  he  subsequently  added  sev- 
enty-six, and  resided  on  this  farm  until  1847, 
when  he  sold  it  and  embarked  in  business  of  a 
commercial  nature.  He  removed  to  North  Dans- 
ville,  Livingston  County,  and  engaged  in  the  sale 
of  lumber  and  groceries.  This  he  continued  until 
the  fall  of  1865,  when  he  came  to  Michigan  and 
located  on  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  a  part  of 
which  he  soon  sold.  The  balance  comprises  his 
present  valuable  estate. 

April  2,  1830,  was  the  date  of  the  ceremony 
which  united  the  fortunes  of  Mr.  Brown  and  Miss 
Mary  A.  Thomas.  This  lady  was  a  native  of  Col- 
umbiana County,  N.  Y.,  and  a  daughter  of  William 
and  Cynthia  Thomas.  She  was  an  earnest  Chris- 
tian, a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  in  the  hope  of  a  blessed  immortality  closed  her 
eyes  in  death,  June  6,  1845.  She  had  borne  her 
husband  three  children,  but  none  are  now  living. 
Cornelia  died  December  4,  1866.  She  had  been 
twice  married,  her  first  husband  was  Francis  B. 
Sill,  and  the  second  Richard  Hurtly.  William 
died  in  1861  and  Benjamin  in  1869.  Mr.  Brown 
won  for  his  second  companion  Miss  Sarah  M.  Bacon 
and  their  union  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  three 
children — George  R.,  Mary  M.  and  Francis  H. 
The  daughter  is  now  the  wife  of  Francis  Sylvester. 
Mrs.  Sarah  Brown  was  called  hence  September  11, 
1873,  and  left  as  a  heritage  to  her  loved  ones  the 
memory  of  a  devoted  life  and  Christian  woman- 
hood :  she  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church. 

The  present  wife  of  Mr.  Brown  is  a  daughter 
of  Stephen  and  Lydia   (Emmons)   Lee,  who  were 


natives  of  New  York  and  Vermont  respectively 
and  who  came  to  Michigan  from  Orleans  County, 
N.  Y.,  in  1830.  They  settled  upon  a  farm  in  Liv- 
ingston County,  and  improved  the  land  upon 
which  they  resided  until  death.  Mrs.  Brown  was 
fi>st  married  to  Alanson  Fleming,  a  minister  of  the 
Ohio  Methodist  Episcopal  Conference,  and  some 
time  after  his  demise  was  united  in  marriage  to  our 
subject.  She  has  been  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  for  fifty-five  years  and  has  high 
standing  in  the  society  with  which  she  is  connected. 
By  her  first  marriage  she  became  the  mother  of 
four  children — Wilbur  Fisk,  Electa  Corinne,  John 
W.  Alanson,  and  one  died  in  infancy  unnamed. 
John  W.  A.  is  the  only  one  now  living,  and  he 
lives  in  Grand  Rapids. 

We  would  do  injustice  to  the  character  of  Mr. 
Brown  and  to  the  work  he  has  done  for  humanity 
were  we  to  fail  to  speak  of  him  as  a  minister  of  the 
Gospel.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  for  sixty- two  years  and  was 
ordained  Deacon  at  Penn  Yan,  N.  Y.,  by  Bishop 
Edmund  S.  James  in  1851.  From  that  time  until 
his  removal  to  Michigan  he  preached  more  or  less, 
and  he  has  ever  made  it  his  aim  to  present  an  exam- 
ple of  true  piety  and  do  honor  to  the  professions 
he  made  in  his  youth. 

In  1868  while  Mr.  Brown  was  on  a  visit  to  the 
East  he  met  with  the  misfortune  of  losing  his  barn, 
36x40  feet,  by  fire,  which  contained  grain  and 
other  valuable  material  among  which  was  a  team 
of  horses  worth  $600.  The  fire  was  an  incendiary 
act. 


RS.    CHARLOTTE    F.  BENNETT.     The 

dwellers  in  the  great  commercial  centers  of 
our  land  are  apt  to  think  that  the  homes 
of  the  denizens  of  the  farm  are  devoid 
of  comfort  or  convenience.  It  requires  but  a  visit 
to  the  country  to  show  that  this  is  a  mistaken  no- 
tion, as  the  visitor  cannot  fail  to  observe  estates 
whereon  good  buildings,  often  of  modern  archi- 
tecture, neat  fences  and  fruitful  orchards  and  fields, 
betoken  the  thrift  and  prosperity  of  the  dwellers 
there,  and  testify  to  their  enjoyment  of  the  good 
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things  of  life.  Such  is  the  case  on  the  estate  of 
the  lady  above  mentioned,  who  owns  a  farm  in 
Eaton  County,  on  section  36,  Eaton  Township. 

Mrs.  Bennett  is  a  native  of  Steuben  County,  N. 
Y.,  and  was  born  February  1,  1828.  She  is  the 
daughter  of  Arthur  M.  and  Sarah  (Holmes)  Odell, 
both  natives  of  the  same  State  as  their  daughter. 
The  mother  who  survived  her  husband,  resides 
with  her  daughter,  and  has  reached  the  venerable 
age  of  eighty -six  years.  Her  maternal  grandfather 
was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  Our  subject  at 
the  age  of  thirteen  years,  removed  with  her  par- 
ents to  Niagara  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  there  reared 
to  womanhood.  She  was  united  in  marriage  Octo- 
ber 27,  1844,  with  George  W.  Bennett,  who  was 
born  in  Manchester  County,  N.  Y.,  September  17, 
1819.     He  was  the  son  of  John  and  Mary  Bennett. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bennett  are  the  parents  of  five 
children,  two  now  living:  Adolphus  L.  and  Sarah 
E.,  the  wife  of  C.  B.  Childs.  The  names  of  the  de- 
ceased are:  Reuben  H.,  William  and  Ella.  In  1847 
Mr.  Bennett  and  his  wife  and  two  children  came  to 
Michigan  and  settled  in  Eaton  Township,  this 
county,  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by  John  Van 
Duzen,  where  they  resided  for  a  few  years.  In  the 
fall  of  1856  they  removed  to  the  farm  on  which 
Mrs.  Bennett  now  resides,  which  was  at  that  time 
all  wild  land.  Mr.  Bennett  proceeded  to  clear  a 
portion  of  the  land,  and  built  a  log  cabin  in  which 
they  lived  for  some  years.  Like  all  the  pioneers  of 
those  days,  he  and  his  wife  were  called  upon  to 
bear  the  hardships  and  hard  work  that  clearing  of 
the  wilderness  required.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bennett 
were  identified  with  the  South  Eaton  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  His  death  occurred  May  30, 
1883.  Mrs.  Bennett  has  seen  the  country  grow 
from  a  wilderness  to  its  present  flourishing  and  pros- 
perous state.  She,  as  well  as  her  husband  before 
her,  has  always  been  devoted  to  the  best  interests 
of  the  family.  The  home  farm  on  which  our  sub- 
ject resides  contains  forty  acres,  and  is  classed 
among  the  most  prosperous  farms  in  the  township. 

During  the  long  and  bloody  struggle  in  which 
our  country  engaged,  Mrs.  Bennett's  eldest  son, 
Reuben  H.,  lost  his  life  in  its  defense.  The  Gov- 
ernment indemnifies  her  in  part  for  the  loss  of  her 
son  by  paying  her  a  pension  of  $12  a  month.     Her 


two  sons,  Reuben  H.,  who  lost  his  life,  and  Adolphus 
L.  were  members  of  Company  I,  Seventh  Michigan 
Cavalry,  and  were  among  the  soldiers  who  valiantly 
and  with  credit,  so  faithfully  served  their  country 
and  performed  deeds  of  great  valor  during  their 
service. 

Mrs.  Bennett,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  is  an  in- 
telligent and  well-informed  woman,  and  her  mind 
is  a  wonderful  storehouse  of  knowledge  relative  to 
the  early,  stirring  pioneer  days  of  Eaton  County. 
She  is  always  pleased  and  takes  delight  in  relating 
to  an  attentive  listener  the  interesting  events  of 
those  early  pioneer  days.  The  Bennett  family  can 
with  pride  point  to  the  honorable  record  they  have 
made  as  early  settlers  of  the  county.  Mrs.  Bennett 
has  several  interesting  grandchildren  living  with 
her,  the  children  of  her  daughter.  In  her  comfort- 
able home  surrounded  by  this  united  and  happy 
family,  she  is  passing  the  last  days  of  her  life  in 
contentment,  and  looking  forward  to  the  time  when 
she  will  rejoin  her  husband  in  a  better  and  happier 
world.  In  the  neighborhood  her  great  business 
ability  has  always  been  recognized,  and  she  has  the 
goodwill  and  esteem  of  the  entire  community. 


*£ 
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\f?AMES  F.  PIXLEY.  Among  the  present 
residents  of  Eaton  County  whose  knowledge 
of  events    here  goes  back  to  what  may  be 

called   pioneer  times,  is   James   F.   Pixley, 

who  has  been  in  somewise  connected  with  the  affairs 
of  Eaton  Township  since  1836.  At  that  date  he 
was  brought  hither  by  his  parents,  James  S.  and 
Eunice  (Freeman)  Pixley,  who  settled  on  new  land 
on  section  25.  Setting  up  their  home  in  the  woods 
they  took  up  the  burdens  of  pioneer  life,  cheerfully 
enduring  the  hardships  and  privations  incident 
thereto  and  generously  aiding  those  about  them  in 
times  of  need.  The  farm  which  they  developed  is 
now  occupied  by  Benjamin  Bellows.  It  was  the 
home  of  the  elder  Pixley  until  his  death,  Septem- 
ber 5,  1855.     He  always  voted  a  Whig  ticket. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  was  born  in 
Niagara  County,  N.  Y.,  January  25, 1828,  and  was 
eight  years  old  when  he  came  hither.     He  was  old 
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enough  to  note  the  peculiarities  of  the  country  and 
vividly  remembers  the  howling  of  the  wolves 
around  the  humble  dwelling,  the  sight  of  deer  and 
the  tracks  of  an  occasional  bear.  He  had  attended 
school  in  New  York  and  after  coming  here  he  con- 
tinued his  studies  whenever  circumstances  would 
allow,  although  his  educational  advantages  were 
necessarily  limited  to  a  few  months  each  year.  As 
time  passed  on  he  did  more  and  more  of  the  work 
of  life  until  he  finally  established  his  own  home  and 
entered  heart  and  soul  into  his  career.  In  1849  he 
made  his  present  location,  taking  up  his  abode  on 
land  that  was  in  an  almost  primitive  condition.  He 
bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  but  has  sold, 
reducing  his  acreage  to  ninety -seven.  This  amount 
of  land  is  sufficient  to  afford  a  good  income  when 
the  soil  is  of  natural  fertility  and  the  work  thereon 
is  well  done. 

In  building  up  his  home  and  establishing  his 
affairs  on  a  firm  financial  basis,  Mr.  Pixley  has  had 
the  assistance  of  a  capable  wife,  with  whom  he  was 
united  January  30,  1849.  She  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Sally  A.  Britten,  was  born  in  Steuben 
County,  N.  Y.,  July  6,  1828,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Peter  and  Betsey  (Devoe)  Britten.  Her  parents 
were  born  in  New  York  and  her  mother  was  of 
Dutch  descent.  Both  grandfathers  are  said  to  have 
been  Revolutionary  soldiers.  About  1835  the 
Britiens  went  to  Ohio  but  after  a  short  sojourn 
came  to  this  State,  traveling  with  an  ox-team  and 
sleigh,  it  being  in  the  winter.  For  several  years 
they  lived  in  Washtenaw  County,  but  in  1841  they 
came  to  Eaton  County  and  established  their  home 
in  Hamlin  Township.  They  did  not  remain  there 
long  but  soon  settled  on  a  new  farm  in  Eaton 
Township,  where  they  permanently  remained.  Here 
Mr.  Britten  died  December  10,  1874,  and  his 
widow,  July  28,  1888.  Their  children  are  nine  in 
number,  namely:  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Decker,  Mrs. 
Pixley,  Edward,  Mrs.  Nancy  Willis,  Michael  D., 
Mrs.  Hannah  Bennett,  Jacob  A.,  Mrs.  Mary  J.  Mil- 
burn  and  Joel  P.  Several  members  of  the  family 
now  live  in  Eaton  Rapids  and  the  others  live  in  the 
township  except  one  near  Grand  Ledge. 

Mrs.  Pixley  received  the  most  of  her  education 
in  Washtenaw  County  and  was  carefully  instructed 
by  her  good  mother  in  womanly  arts   and  accom- 


plishments. She  has  judiciously  managed  the 
household  affairs  and  other  matters  which  lie  in  her 
province  and  is  active  in  social  and  benevolent  en- 
terprises of  the  neighborhood.  She  has  borne  her 
husband  three  children,  named  respectively,  Isabel, 
Nettie  M.  and  Alfred  B.  The  first-born  has  crossed 
the  river  of  death,  and  Nettie  is  living  in  Jackson, 
having  married  W.  C.  Bonne tt.  The  son  is  with 
his  parents  and  takes  from  his  father's  shoulders 
many  burdens  and  from  his  mind  many  cares  con- 
nected with  the  management  of  the  estate.  Mr. 
Pixley  always  casts  a  Democratic  ballot.  He 
attends  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  which 
his  wife  is  a  member  in  good  standing.  They  are 
among  the  representative  pioneers  of  their  town- 
ship and  enjoy  the  respect  and  confidence  of  many 
acquaintances,  particularly  of  those  who  shared 
with  them  in  primitive  labors  during  past  years. 


ms&mm 


HARLES  E.  CHAPPELL.  The  business 
in  which  this  gentleman  is  engaged  is  the 
manufacture  of  brick  and  tile,  and  the  fac- 
tory is  two  miles  west  of  Charlotte  on  what  is 
known  as  the  Kalamo  road.  The  business  has  grown 
to  such  an  extent  as  to  necessitate  a  decided  im- 
provement in  the  yard  and  the  employment  of  a 
much  larger  force  of  men  than  at  first.  Mr.  Chap- 
pell  supplies  a  large  scope  of  country  with  his 
manufactures  and  burns  an  average  of  six  kilns  of 
tile  of  about  one  thousand  rods  each  and  five  hun- 
dred thousand  brick  per  annum.  He  began  the 
manufacture  of  this  commodity  in  1872,  his  first 
work  being  for  home  consumption  in  the  erection 
of  a  large  dwelling.  He  used  horse  power  until 
1878,  when  he  put  in  new  machinery,  using  steam 
for  power.  For  three  years  he  made  brick  only, 
but  since  1875  he  has  also  manufactured  tile. 

The  Chappells  are  of  Scotch  lineage  and  were 
first  known  in  America  in  the  New  England  States. 
Joshua  Chappell,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Vermont  and  after  his  marriage  removed  to 
New  York.  He  was  killed  in  the  War  of  1812,  just 
after  the  battle  at  Ft.  Erie,  where  he  was  sent  out  to 
help  pick   up  the   dead,     While   engaged  in  th$t 
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work  he  was  shot  in  the  head  by  a  red  coat.  His 
son  Alfred  J.  was  born  in  New  York  in  1812,  and 
came  to  Michigan  in  1839.  He  entered  some  land 
and  purchased  some,  and  in  the  midst  of  a  dense 
forest  took  hold  of  pioneer  work  with  a  will.  In 
1849  he  settled  in  Carmel  Township,  Eaton  Count}', 
on  land  he  had  purchased  some  years  before,  and 
here  he  breathed  his  last  in  1858.  He  had  held 
various  township  offices,  among  them  that  of  Clerk. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church  and  an 
earnest  disciple.  His  wife,  formerly  Lucinda  E. 
Gregory,  belonged  to  the  same  religious  body  as 
himself.  She  too  was  born  in  New  York  and  died 
in  1857.  In  corning  hither  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chappell 
had  worked  their  passage  on  the  Erie  Canal  to 
Buffalo  and  thence  across  to  Detroit  on  a  steamer, 
thus  keeping  intact  the  little  hoard  with  which  they 
intended  to  set  up  their  home  in  the  West. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  is  one  of  the  five  chil- 
dren born  to  the  couple  above  mentioned  and  is  a 
native  of  Eaton  County,  having  opened  his  eyes 
here  October  10,  1844.  His  birthplace  was  a  log 
house  in  Kalamo  Township  and  his  early  years 
were  spent  on  a  farm.  His  education  wras  princi- 
pally obtained  in  the  district  school,  although  he 
attended  some  in  town.  As  he  lost  his  father  soon 
after  entering  his  teens  he  had  not  the  opportuni- 
ties he  would  otherwise  have  enjoyed.  After  the 
death  of  his  parents  he  farmed  the  place  and  kept 
the  family  together.  During  this  time  one  winter 
he  had  taken  care  of  thirteen  head  of  cattle,  walk- 
ing to  and  from  the  village  while  attending  school. 

Mr.  Chappell  was  married  to  Miss  Carrie  Matte- 
son  October  24,  1877.  This  lady  was  born  in  New 
York  in  1852  and  is  a  daughter  of  A.  B.  and  Susan 
(Brainard)  Matteson,  natives  of  Vermont  and  New 
York  respectively.  They  lived  in  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
seven  years  and  came  from  that  city  to  Jackson 
County,  Mich.  Mr.  Matteson  breathed  his  last  in 
1874,  Mrs.  Matteson  having  died  in  1870.  The 
home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chappell  is  brightened  by 
the  presence  of  two  children — Claude  E.,  and  Cora 
E.  Ernest  A.  having  died  when  about  two  years  and 
a  half  old.  Mrs.  Chappell  is  a  lady  of  more  than 
ordinary  intelligence,  whose  naturally  bright  mind 
and  pleasing  manners,  added  to  by  careful  cul- 
ture, make  her  a  most  entertaining  companion.  She 


has  an  excellent  reputation  as  a  teacher,  a  work  in 
which  she  was  engaged  several  }Tears. 

The  farm  of  Mr.  Chappell  consists  of  eighty 
acres  of  good  land,  one  and  a  half  miles  from  Char- 
lotte, in  Carmel  Township.  While  not  paying 
much  attention  to  tilling  the  soil,  he  has  surrounded 
himself  with  the  pleasant  aspects  of  rural  life, 
while  having  facilities  for  his  business  at  home. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Democratic  party,  which  he 
has  served  as  a  delegate  to  conventions,  and  he 
was  a  candidate  for  the  legislature  in  1888,  when 
his  party  was  in  the  minority.  He  has  held  various 
local  offices,  such  as  Drainage  Commissioner,  Su- 
pervisor, Justice  of  the  Peace,  etc.,  and  has  done 
well  in  each  and  every  capacity.  During  the  war 
he  was  a  member  of  the  Fifteenth  Michigan  Infan- 
try and  saw  a  good  deal  of  Southern  country ; 
was  not  in  a  battle,  and  had  not  left  the  State  when 
the  news  of  Lee's  surrender  changed  the  orders  of 
the  regiment.  He  is  a  member  of  the  order 
Patrons  of  Husbandry,  and  since  the  age  of  nine- 
teen has  been  connected  with  the  Congregational 
Church  of  Charlotte,  of  which  Mrs.  Chappell  is 
also  a  member.  Personally  he  is  a  clever,  genial 
and  whole-souled  man,  whose  popularity  is  well 
grounded. 


-3^ 


^ONATHAN  S.  HOLMES,  Postmaster  at 
Grand  Ledge,  Eaton  County,  whose  sketch 
now  claims  attention,  is  one  of  the  most  pop- 
ular and  highly  esteemed  gentlemen  in  the 
place,  performing  faithfully  every  duty  that  falls  to 
him.  He  is  a  son  of  Joseph  S.  and  Minerva  (Carlisle) 
Holmes,  and  was  born  in  Clermont  County,  Ohio, 
April  27,  1843.  His  father  was  a  harness-maker  in 
early  life,  but  on  account  of  failing  health,  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits,  which  he  followed  until  his 
death.  When  our  subject  was  four  years  old  his 
parents  removed  to  Farmington,  Oakland  County, 
this  State,  and  there  engaged  in  farming.  Our 
subject  remained  upon  the  farm  until  nineteen 
years  of  age,  and  upon  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Civil  War  enlisted  in  Company  F,  First  Michigan 
Engineers  and  Mechanics  Corps,  their  duty  being 
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to  carry  tools  with  which  to  construct  and  destroy 
works.  The  laying  of  a  pontoon  bridge  was 
attended  with  much  danger,  as  the  rebels  would  be 
on  one  side  of  the  river  opposing,  and  the  Yankees 
behind  protecting,  thus  leaving  them  between  two 
fires. 

Mr.  Holmes  enlisted  August  14,  1863,  for  three 
years  and  was  honorably  discharged  in  November, 
1865.  He  was  appointed  to  be  Corporal  in  June, 
1864,  and  Orderly  Sergeant  the  following  July, 
with  which  rank  he  was  discharged.  His  first  work 
as  a  soldier  was  at  Elk  River,  Tenn.,  and  the  fol- 
lowing winter  his  company  aided  in  building  the 
railroad  northwest  of  Nashville,  to  the  Tennessee 
River.  They  then  went  to  Chattanooga  and  built 
all  the  block  houses  on  to  Atlanta.  They  aided  in 
destroying  that  city^  and  then  joined  Sherman  in 
his  march  to  the  sea,  their  duty  being  to  lay  the 
pontoon  bridges  and  destroy  the  roads  behind  the 
army.  This  required  a  great  deal  of  night  work 
and  exposure  in  the  water.  They  participated  in 
several  fights  on  the  march,  and  it  was  Mr.  Holmes 
that  set  fire  to  the  magazine  captured  from  the 
Confederates  at  Columbia,  S.  C.  At  Raleigh,  N.  C, 
the}T  encamped  a  short  time  and  then  marched  on 
to  Richmond,  from  there  to  Washington  and  took 
part  in  the  Grand  Review.  After  that  event  our 
subject  took  the  cars  to  Louisville  and  went  into 
camp  with  his  company.  From  that  city  they 
went  to  Nashville,  where  they  were  discharged  and 
were  mustered  out  at  Jackson,  this  State.  At  the 
muster  out  our  subject  was  the  highest  officer 
present  in  command  of  the  company  and  as  such 
turned  over  the  company's  stores. 

Upon  returning  to  civil  life  Mr.  Holmes  engaged 
as  clerk  for  B.  T.  Esler,  of  Grand  Ledge,  for  whom 
he  worked  five  years.  In  September,  1870,  he 
engaged  in  the  grocery  business  on  his  own 
account.  In  April,  1871,  he  was  elected  Township 
Clerk  and  the  following  August  received  the 
appointment  of  Postmaster.  With  the  exception 
of  three  years  during  Cleveland's  administration, 
he  has  occupied  that  office  ever  since,  which  in 
itself  is  sufficient  proof  of  his  work  as  an  official. 

March  11,  1867,  Mr.  Holmes  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Mary  M.  Davis,  of  Amherst,  Mass.,  but 
at  the  time  our  subject  formed  her  acquaintance 


she  was  engaged  as  a  teacher  of  Latin  in  a  select 
school,  known  as  Oakland  Institute.  Their  union 
has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  two  children, 
Joseph  S.  H.  and  Clifford  D.  The  former  is  now 
a  student  in  the  Michigan  University  at  Ann 
Arbor  and  is  preparing  himself  to  be  a  civil  and 
mechanical  engineer.  The  younger  is  attending 
the  Union  School  at  Grand  Ledge.  Mr.  Holmes  is 
Express  Agent  at  this  place  and  also  Manager  of  the 
telephone  office.  In  politics  he  has  done  his  share, 
always  working  for  his  party  and  serving  as  dele- 
gate to  conventions,  both  Congressional  and  State-, 
and  has  always  been  an  unfaltering  Republican. 
Socially  he  is  an  honored  member  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias,  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  the  Ancient  Order 
of  United  Workmen,  the  Knights  of  Honor  and  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  in  the  latter  of  which 
he  has  served  for  the  last  four  years  as  Commander. 
He  has  never  been  a  member  of  any  church  organ- 
ization, but  was  for  years  a  Trustee  in  the  Congre- 
gational Church,  and  was  also  a  member  of  the 
choir.  As  Postmaster  Mr.  Holmes  is  found  to  be 
the  right  man  in  the  right  place.  He  is  courteous, 
gentlemanly  and  considerate  in  his  dealings  with 
all,  and  is  among  our  best  citizens. 


^JNDREW  R.  ALLEN.     Among  the  many 
@/-l|    native  citizens  of  Ireland  who  have  been 
I    Ifc    attracted  to  this  land  of  free  schools,  free 
|P  press  and  free  pulpits,  may  be  classed  the 

subject  of  this  biographical  review,  whose  life  has 
been  such  as  to  reflect  credit  not  only  upon  himself 
but  also  upon  the  land  where  he  was  born.  He 
was  a  lad  of  only  sixteen  years  when  he  accom- 
panied his  mother  to  America,  whose  forests  were 
said  to  be  rich  in  exhaustless  stores  of  timber,  while 
her  prairies  were  the  granaries  of  the  world.  He 
dates  his  arrival  in  Eaton  County  from  the  year 
1855,  and  by  unremitting  industry  has  acquired  a 
comfortable  competence,  owning  and  operating  a 
good  farm  of  eighty  acres  on  section  16,  Eaton 
Township. 

On    March    17,   1818,  Mr.  Allen    was  born  in 


380 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  to  John  and  Sarah  (Me- 
Donough)  Allen,  both  also  natives  of  the  Emerald 
Isle,  though  Mis.  Allen  was  of  Scotch  descent. 
The  father  died  in  the  prime  of  life  when  our  sub- 
ject was  only  two  years  of  age,  leaving  the  wid- 
owed mother  with  a  large  family  dependent  upon 
her  efforts.  Feeling  that  America  offered  better 
advantages  than  the  wornout  soil  of  their  native 
land  the  family,  in  1835,  took  passage  at  Londen- 
derry  in  a  sailing-vessel,  and  after  an  uneventful 
voyage  of  several  weeks  lanked  in  Boston.  Thence 
they  proceeded  to  Hancock  County,  Ohio,  where 
our  subject  grew  to  manhood.  Prior  to  coming  to 
this  country  he  had  received  a  common-school  edu- 
cation in  Ireland,  although  he  had  none  of  the 
advantages  offered  to  young  men  of  the  present 
age.  By  keeping  thoroughly  posted  upon  the 
important  topics  of  contemporary  history  he  has 
acquired  that  broad  culture  which  makes  him  a 
pleasant  conversationalist  and  one  with  whom  an 
hour  may  be  instructively  passed. 

On  September  15,  1854,  Mr.  Allen  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Margaret  Edgington,  who  was  born 
in  Richland  County,  Ohio,  January  8,  1827,  to 
Isaac  and  Elizabeth  (Goudy)  Edgington.  The 
paternal  ancestors  of  Mrs.  Allen  were  Irish,  while 
on  her  mother's  side  she  is  of  Swiss  descent.  Her 
father  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  In 
her  native  State  she  was  reared  to  womanhood, 
receiving  an  excellent  training  at  home  and  gain- 
ing the  rudiments  of  an  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  the  district.  She  is  a  devoted  wife  and 
a  wise  mother  to  her  children,  of  whom  there  are 
five,  namely:  Sarah,  wife  of  S.  Pennington;  John; 
Thomas;  Dora,  wife  of  Miles  Barber,  and  Charles, 
deceased.  The  child t en  received  good  educations, 
and  are  now  in  prosperous  circumstances  and  in 
homes  of  their  own. 

When  Mr.  Allen  decided  to  leave  Ohio  and  lo- 
cate permanently  in  Michigan  he  made  the  journey 
overland,  being  several  days  en  route.  Imme- 
diately after  his  arrival  he  settled  on  his  present 
place,  which  was  then  undeveloped  and  uncul- 
tivated. The  improvements  which  may  be  noted 
upon  the  estate  are  the  result  of  indefatigable  toil 
on  the  part  of  Mr.  Allen,  and  include  a  comforta- 
ble log  residence  and  all  the  necessary  outbuildings 


for  shelter  of  stock  and  storage  of  grain.  He  pur- 
chased the  land  from  the  Government  and  imme- 
diately proceeded  to  clear  it  for  cultivation.  In 
all  his  labors  he  had  the  entire  and  hearty  co-ope- 
ration of  his  estimable  wife,  who  has  worked  faith- 
fully by  his  side  through  all  their  married  life 
and  now  with  him  enjoys  the  comforts  resulting 
from  their  toil.  They  are  members  of  the  United 
Brethren  Church,  and  of  benevolent  and  hospitable 
dispositions.  Politically  he  is  a  Democrat,  but  has 
never  accepted  office  or  taken  an  active  part  in 
political  affairs. 


-****>&&&$&&<' 
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fflJpEP  SILSBEE.  The  mercantile  interests  of 
{^*\\  this  county  find  no  better  representative 
\v.  outside  of  the  Capital  City  than  Kep  Sils- 
bee,  who  has  for  some  years  been  engaged 
in  business  in  Hastings.  Strictly  speaking  he  is  a 
self-made  man,  building  up  a  good  trade  in  the 
town  which  he  chose  as  the  seat  of  his  ventures  and 
is  one  of  the  prominent  men  of  the  community.  Mr. 
Silsbee's  parents  were  natives  of  New  York,  where 
his  father  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  In 
1854  they  came  to  Marshall,  Calhoun  County,  this 
State,  where  Mr.  Silsbee  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business,  following  the  same  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1887.  The  mother  resides  at  Marshall. 
Our  subject  was  born  August  20,  1852,  in  Steuben 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  one  in  a  family  of  three 
children:  Alonzo,  living  in  Eaton  Rapids,  is  a 
freight  agent;  James  and  our  subject.  The  father 
of  this  family  was  an  adherent  of  the  Republican 
party.  He  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church. 

Mr.  Silsbee  received  the  rudiments  of  his  edu- 
cation at  Marshall,  Mich.,  and  when  only  eleven 
years  old  he  began  working  on  his  own  account  as 
telegraph  messenger  boy.  When  thirteen  years 
old  he  began  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  jeweler  with 
Thomas  Campbell  at  Marshall,  Mich.,  serving  an 
apprenticeship  of  three  years.  He  then  went  to 
Chicago,  working  six  months  under  the  instruction 
of  Charles  II.  Boyinglin.  He  then  returned  to 
Michigan   and    was   employed    by  R.  El  wood,  of 
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Albion,  for  some  months.  After  a  short  time  he 
went  to  Almet  and  engaged  in  the  jewelry  business 
for  himself.  After  continuing  the  business  there  a 
short  time  he  returned  to  Marshall  and  worked  for 
Henry  Hulett  for  sometime.  In  1871  he  returned 
to  Hastings,  where  he  has  since  lived,  working  for 
a  time  with  R.  Herrick. 

At  present  Mr.  Silsbee  is  conducting  and  man- 
aging the  store  for  M.  P.  Fuller,  buying  and  sell- 
ing. At  the  home  of  the  bride's  parents,  John  W. 
and  Luc3r  Ann  Buckle,  in  1875,  Rosa  Buckel  and 
Kep  Silsbee  were  united  in  the  holy  bonds  of  mar- 
riage. The  parents  of  Mrs.  Silsbee  were  among 
the  oldest  settlers  in  this  city,  coming  here  in  1844. 
Her  father  speculated  in  real  estate,  accumulating 
thereby  a  great  deal  of  property.  Mrs.  Silsbee 
was  the  second  born  in  a  family  of  three  children — 
the  others  being  William  and  Mrs.  Myrtie  D. 
McCoy,  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Silsbee  have  be- 
come the  parents  of  two  children — William  and 
Myrtie.  Mr.  Silsbee  votes  the  Democratic  ticket, 
and  takes  an  intelligent  interest  in  all  the  affairs  of 
the  community,  but  does  not  seek  public  honor  or 
put  himself  forward  in  civic  matters.  Socially  he 
is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  the  Foresters  and  the  Knights  of  the  Macca- 
bees. 


<X20 


ffiOHN  C.  LAMPMAN,  M.  D.  Among  the 
professional  men  of  Southern  Michigan  Dr. 
Lampman  should  be  mentioned  as  one  who 
has  done  much  to  elevate  the  standard  of 
medical  knowledge  in  and  about  Hastings,  Barry 
County.  He  came  here  in  1877  and  has  been  in 
active  practice,  one  might  almost  say,  from  the  day 
of  his  arrival.  His  calls  include  a  wide  circuit  of 
country  and  in  the  city  he  has  many  demands  upon 
his  time  and  skill.  It  is  well  known  that  he  acquired 
fine  theoretical  knowledge  of  medicine  and  surgery 
prior  to  his  graduation,  and  that  the  passing  years 
have  increased  his  skill,  enabling  him  to  more  readily 
understand  the  needs  of  his  patients  and  more  accu- 
rately prescribe  for  them. 

Dr.  Lampman  was  born  in  1838  in  Oswego  Coun- 
ty, N,  Y.,  and  is  the  oldest  son  and  third  child  of 


James  and  Parthena  (Crawford)  Lampman.  His 
brothers  and  sisters,  all  living,  bear  the  respective 
names  of  Lucinda  J.,  Elizabeth  A.,  Permelia  J., 
Lewis  E.  and  Elwin  E.  The  parents  were  born  in 
the  Empire  State  and  there  the  mother  still  lives 
on  the  old  homestead  near  Fulton.  The  father  was 
extensively  engaged  in  farming  until  his  health 
failed  and  he  entered  into  rest  in  1887. 

After  acquiring  a  literary  education  Mr.  Lampman 
began  the  study  of  medicine  and  took  his  lectures 
in  the  Eclectic  Medical  Institute  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1860.  He  at  once 
returned  to  his  native  county  and  opened  an  office 
in  Hinmanville,  where  he  remained  until  after  the 
Civil  War  began.  He  then  enlisted  in  the  Eighty- 
first  New  York  Infantry,  which  was  organized  at 
Oswego,  and  for  a  year  and  a  half  gave  his  best  ser- 
vices to  the  Union  cause.  After  his  return  from 
the  field  of  carnage,  he  remained  at  home  for  a 
short  time  and  came  to  Michigan  in  1865. 

After  reaching  this  State  Dr.  Lampman  opened 
an  office  in  Baltimore  Township,  this  county,  and 
with  that  as  the  center  of  operations,  carried  on  his 
professional  work  twelve  years.  He  then  came  to 
Hastings  where  he  entered  the  drug  business  with 
James  Roberts,  with  whom  he  was  associated  some 
fifteen  months.  When  that  time  had  expired  he  gave 
his  attention  entirely  to  his  practice,  which  had 
been  increasing,  and  which  is  sufficiently  large  to 
occupy  ail  the  time  that  he  can  spend  in  activity 
and  frequently  shortens  his  hours  of  rest.  Dr. 
Lampman  is  a  member  of  the  State  Medical  Society, 
in  the  meetings  of  which  he  takes  delight,  adding 
to  their  interest  by  his  own  experiences  and  obser- 
vations. 

The  lady  to  whom  Dr.  Lampman  owes  the  com- 
forts of  his  home  life,  became  his  wife  in  1866, 
prior  to  which  time  she  was  known  as  Miss  Permelia 
J.  Lampman.  She  is  a  capable  housekeeper,  sympa- 
thizing companion,  devoted  mother,  good  neighbor, 
and  is  duly  appreciated  in  the  various  relations 
which  she  sustains.  She  has  borne  her  husband 
three  children — Walter  A.,  who  is  now  attending 
Albion  College;  F.  Belle,  a  senior  in  the  Hastings 
High  School ;  and  James  W. 

The  labors  of  Dr.  Lampman  have  been  rewarded 
with  a  fair  share  of  worldly  goods  so  that  he  has  be§n. 
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enabled  to  buy  a  good  dwelling,  build  a  convenient 
office,  and  secure  an  interest  in  valuable  lands  in 
Barry  County.  Upon  his  children  he  bestows  every 
possible  advantage,  he  and  his  wife  being  anxious 
that  their  sons  and  daughter  shall  be  thoroughly 
equipped  for  the  duties  that  await  them  in  the  future. 
His  home  is  supplied  with  every  comfort  and  his 
office  contains  fine  facilities  for  professional  investi- 
gation. He  is  a  Republican  and  a  strong  believer 
in  prohibitory  measures  regarding  the  liquor  traffic. 


ORACE  CORTRIGHT.  When  a  man  is 
known  to  have  experienced  many  trials  and 
to  have  labored  hard  to  make  his  way  in  the 
(|§|  world,  it  is  a  source  of  gratification  to  his 
friends  to  know  that  he  has  succeeded  in  reaching 
a  height  that  enables  him  to  Hake  life  easy."  This 
is  the  case  with  the  gentleman  above  named,  whose 
ability  to  make  money  has  been  abundantly  illus- 
trated and  whose  career  should  encourage  others  to 
renewed  energy,  as  it  is  not  luck  but  pluck  that  has 
brought  him  a  competence.  He  is  numbered  among 
the  agriculturists  of  Carmel  Township,  Eaton 
County  and  has  a  prominent  place  among  the  till- 
ers of  the  soil  in  this  vicinity. 

Moses  Cortright,  paternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Holland  and  was  an  early 
settler  in  New  York,  where  his  son  Martin  was  born 
in  1791.  The  latter  removed  to  Hillsdale  County, 
this  State,  in  1860,  and  died  there  the  following 
year.  His  occupation  was  farming.  He  was  an 
officer  in  the  War  of  1812  and  served  during  the 
entire  trouble.  His  faith  was  that  of  the  Old  School 
Presbyterian  Church.  His  wife  was  born  in  New 
York  in  1802,  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Sally  Bige- 
iow  and  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-six 
years;  she  too  belonged  to  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
Her  father,  Ephraim  Bigelow,  was  born  in  New 
Jersey,  but  in  his  early  life  located  in  New  York. 
His  business  was  farming,  but  being  a  natural  me- 
chanic and  wood-worker  he  did  considerable  in 
handicraft  and  made  many  experiments  in  perpet- 
ual motion.  His  family  consisted  of  six  sons  and 
§eyen  daughter^  all  of  whom  Jived  to  maturity. 


The  subject  of  this  biographical  notice  is  one  of 
five  living  children  in  a  family  of  nine.  He  was 
born  in  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  March  7,  1825,  and 
reared  on  a  farm.  His  education  was  obtained  in 
the  district  school  and  amid  the  usual  surroundings 
of  rural  life,  and  the  deficiencies  in  book  lore  were 
more  than  off  set  by  knowledge  of  the  practical 
duties  of  life.  In  1843  he  left  his  native  State  with 
a  bundle  of  clothes  and  $10,  and  went  to  Ohio, 
which  he  reached  with  a  capital  of  $1.50.  He  began 
work  by  the  month  and  spent  one  season  on  the 
lake.  Hard-working  and  industrious,  and  faithful 
to  the  interests  of  his  employer,  he  was  never  long 
at  a  loss  for  employment,  and  he  was  careful  in  all 
his  expenditures  in  order  to  be  able  to  embark  in 
business  for  himself.  In  1848  he  undertook  milling 
and  lumbering  and  kept  at  it  in  Ohio  until  J  854, 
when  he  came  to  this  State. 

Mr.  Cortright  located  near  Charlotte  and  built  a 
sawmill  where  he  carried  on  the  lumber  business 
until  1865  and  did  an  extensive  and  profitable 
trade.  He  subsequently  purchased  a  farm  in  Car- 
mel Township,  where  he  has  since  lived.  He  now 
has  one  hundred  and  thirty- five  acres  whieh  was 
improved  by  himself  with  substantial  buildings  and 
all  that  makes  rural  life  pleasant  and  attractive. 
The  handsome  and  commodious  brick  house  that 
shelters  the  happy  household  was  put  up  in  1873. 
Mr.  Cortright  gave  each  of  his  four  sons  $2  100 
when  he  became  of  age  and  has  bestowed  many 
advantages  upon  his  daughter  Maude,  who  was 
graduated  from  the  Charlotte  High  School  in  1888 
and  is  now  attending  the  State  Normal  School  at 
Ypsilanti.  She  is  a  bright  miss,  who  has  inherited 
much  of  her  father's  zeal  and  persistence,  and  with 
a  taste  for  the  better  things  of  life,  is  gaining  cul- 
ture rapidly. 

In  early  manhood  Mr.  Cortright  married  Miss 
Leah  Cuykendall,  a  native  of  Ohio,  whose  wedded 
life  extended  from  1848  to  1855.  She  died  leaving 
four  children — Sally,  Delia  N.,  Martin  and  Horace, 
all  now  deceased  but  Martin.  In  1858  Mr.  Cort- 
right brought  to  his  home  a  second  wife,  Rachel,  a 
sister  of  his  first  companion.  She  passed  away  in 
1880  leaving  seven  children — James  W.,  John  A., 
Moses  D.,  Frank,  William  B.,  Lilly  Maude  and 
Emma  L.     The  living  members  of  this   band   are 
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James,  John,  William  and  Lilly  Maude.  A  third 
marriage  was  contracted  by  Mr.  Cortright  in  1881 
when  he  was  wed  to  Mrs.  Marie  8.  (Smith)  Riddle. 
This  lady  was  born  in  Livingston  County,  N.  Y., 
in  1843,  her  parents  being  Allen  and  Mary  A. 
(Hoyte)  Smith.  They  were  born  in  New  York  and 
Scotland  respectively  and  died  in  1862  and  1857. 
As  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  Highway  Commis- 
sioner Mr.  Cortright  has  served  his  fellow-men  in  a 
manner  creditable  to  them  and  to  himself.  After 
studying  the  political  situation  he  became  a  Demo- 
crat and  he  is  still  connected  with  the  party  which 
was  his  choice  in  early  manhood.  He  has  been  a 
delegate  to  county  conventions,  and  although  he 
cannot  be  called  a  politician  he  is  an  aid  to  the 
party  in  this  localit}'.  Mrs.  Cortright  is  a  member 
of  the  Congregational  Church  and  an  estimable 
lady.  Together  they  are  enjoying  the  success 
which  was  earned  bv  years  of  toil  and  the  reputa- 
tion Mr.  Cortright  has  gained  throughout  the  com- 
munity. 


kEJEUNE  C.  JONES,   M.  D.     This   young 
gentleman   is    located    in    Kalamo,    Eaton 
(_  County,  whither  he  came  a  few  years  since, 

taking  up  the  work  formerly  carried  on  by  Dr. 
D.  S.  Conley.  That  gentleman  had  a  large  prac- 
tice and  Dr.  Jones  is  making  friends  in  the  circle 
over  which  his  predecessor  had  been  so  successful. 
Although  young  in  years,  Dr.  Jones  is  well  versed 
in  the  principles  of  therapeutics,  having  studied  in 
the  best  schools  and  received  his  diploma  from  an 
institution  that  is  particularly  well  known  in  this 
State.  He  has  had  several  3Tears  of  practical  ex- 
perience, and  as  he  is  ambitious  to  excel  in  his  pro- 
fession, he  will  no  doubt  rank  high  long  ere  he 
reaches  middle  age. 

Marvin  Y.  K.  Jones,  the  father  of  Dr.  Jones, 
was  born  in  the  Empire  State,  of  which  his  parents 
were  also  natives.  He  was  reared  in  the  Hudson 
River  Yalley,  and  in  1853  he  came  to  Ann  Arbor, 
Mich.  He  was  a  mason  by  trade  and  was  engaged 
in  contracting  and  building  in  various  parts  of  this 
State,  among  the  edifices  due  to  his  skill  being 
many  of  those  now  standing  in  the  city  named,  In 


1875  he  removed  to  Sanilac  County  and  made  his 
home  for  a  time  in  Lexington,  but  later  removed 
to  Crosswell,  where  he  is  now  enjoying  quiet  retire- 
ment. He  was  Postmaster  at  that  place  from  1880 
to  1886  and  he  is  now  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  is 
a  stanch  Republican  and  was  present  under  the  oak 
trees  at  Jackson  when  the  party  was  organized. 

Dr.  Jones  is  a  direct  descendant  in  the  maternal 
line  of  Peregrine  White,  who  was  born  on  the 
•'Mayflower,"  his  mother  being  a  daughter  of  the 
Rev.  Mr.  White,  a  minister  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  who  lived  and  died  in  the 
Empire  State.  There  Elizabeth  A.  was  born,  grew 
to  maturity  and  became  the  wife  of  Marvin  Jones. 
To  her  have  been  born  ten  children,  nine  of  whom 
grew  to  years  of  maturity  and  eight  still  live. 
Lejeune  was  the  eighth  in  order  of  birth  and  was 
born  in  Ann  Arbor,  this  State,  January  21,  1863, 
and  lived  there  until  he  was  twelve  years  old. 

During  his  boyhood  young  Jones  attended  school 
in  Ann  Arbor,  and  after  the  removal  of  the  family 
to  Sanilac  County  continued  his  studies  in  the 
Lexington  High  School,  from  which  he  was  gradu- 
ated at  the  age  of  sixteen.  Two  years  prior  to 
that  time  he  had  begun  reading  medicine  with 
Dr.  A.  M.  Oldfield,  and  with  that  gentleman  he 
continued  his  reading  until  prepared  to  enter  col- 
lege. In  1881  he  became  a  student  in  the  medical 
department  of  the  Michigan  University,  where  he 
spent  two  entire  years  in  close  application.  In  1884 
he  entered  the  Detroit  Medical  College  and  from 
that  institution  received  the  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Medicine  in  March,  1885. 

In  May  following  his  graduation  Dr.  Jones  began 
his  professional  work  in  Crosswell,  Sanilac  County, 
but  after  practicing  there  a  year  removed  to  Peters- 
burg, Monroe  County.  That  field  did  not  promise 
as  well  as  he  wished  and  in  October,  1887,  he  loca- 
ted in  Kalamo,  buying  out  the  goodwill  of  Dr. 
Conley.  His  pleasant  home  here  is  presided  over 
by  the  lady  to  whom  he  was  married  in  Lexington, 
November  25,  1886.  She  was  known  in  her  girl- 
hood as  Miss  Lena  E.  Brown  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Dr.  W.  P.  and  Phebe  A.  (Burtch)  Brown.  Her  fa- 
ther was  born  in  the  Green  Mountain  State,  and  is 
a  graduate  of  Berkshire  Medical  College.  Her 
mother  is.  a  native  of  this  State  and  Mrs,  Jpnes  wa^ 
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born,  reared  and  educated  in  Lexington.  There 
her  father  is  still  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his 
profession,  almost  forty  years  having  elapsed  since 
he  opened  his  office  there. 

To  Doctor  and  Mrs.  Jones  one  child  has  been 
born,  an  interesting  son  who  has  been  called  Walter 
V.  Mrs.  Jones  possesses  mental  ability  and  culture, 
womanly  refinement  and  a  Christian  character, 
while  her  husband  is  brilliant  in  mind,  studious  in 
habits  and  earnest  in  whatever  he  takes  in  hand. 
The  Doctor  is  a  thorough -going  Republican  and 
has  been  a  delegate  to  county  conventions.  Mrs. 
Jones  belongs  to  the  Episcopal  Church. 


^-4-S*^*£^§-*~^ 


EN  J  AM  IN  SPOTTS  has  resided   in  Eaton 
v    Township  many  years,  and  though  not  one 


of  the  early  settlers  of  Eaton  County  the 
pioneer  work  that  he  has  done  in  clearing 
and  developing  a  valuable,  highly  productive  farm 
entitles  him  to  an  honorable  place  among  the  pio- 
neers of  this  section  of  Michigan.  He  is  a  Penn- 
s^lvanian  by  birth,  born  in  FrankJin  County 
August  28,  1825.  Daniel  and  Betsey  (Dirr)  Spotts, 
his  parents,  were  also  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and 
were  of  German  descent.  They  had  eight  chil- 
dren, of  whom  these  survive:  Elizabeth,  widow 
of  Samuel  Furry,  who  lives  in  Pennsylvania; 
Sarah,  wife  of  John  Davis;  Benjamin;  Gecrge,  a 
resident  of  Indiana;  Daniel,  who  lives  in  Eaton 
County;  and  Maria,  widow  of  Andrew  Jackson 
MuFariand,  of  the  same  county. 

Our  subject  passed  his  early  life  in  Pennsylvania 
until  he  was  fifteen  years  old,  and  then,  with  his 
father,  sisters  and  brothers,  his  mother  having  died 
in  the  old  home,  he  emigrated  to  Seneca  County, 
Ohio.  He  grew  to  a  vigorous  manhood  amid  the 
pioneer  scenes  of  their  new  home,  and  in  due  time 
adopted  the  calling  to  which  he  had  been  reared, 
that  of  a  farmer.  His  education  was  obtained  in 
the  log  cabin  schoolhouses  of  Pennsylvania,  as 
after  the  family  removed  to  Ohio  he  had  to  devote 
all  his  time  in  helping  his  father  cut  down  the 
forest  trees  from  his  land  in  order  to  clear  a  farm. 
Jn  the  fall  of  1853  our  subject  brought  his  bride 


to  Eaton  County,  that  they  might  build  up  a  cozy 
home  for  themselves  on  the  rich  virgin  soil.  He 
then  located  on  his  present  homestead  on  section 
28,  Eaton  Township.  It  was  then  a  tract  of  land 
in  the  forest,  covered  with  trees,  and  was  just  as 
the  Indians  had  left  it.  He  set  to  work  with  char- 
acteristic energy  to  evolve  a  farm  from  the  woods, 
his  first  labor  being  to  erect  a  log  cabin,  18x24 
feet  in  size  to  shelter  himself  and  wife.  They  lived 
in  that  humble  abode  for  a  time,  and  he  then  re- 
placed it  by  a  still  larger  log  house  on  the  site  of 
his  present  commodious  brick  residence  that  was 
erected  at  the  time  of  the  close  of  the  war.  In  the 
years  of  hard  toil  that  followed  his  settlement  here 
he  cleared  and  improved  a  farm  of  one  hundred 
acres,  that  is  well  supplied  with  buildings,  machin- 
ery, and  everything  for  carrying  on  farming  con- 
veniently, and  he  may  well  be  proud  of  what  he 
has  accomplished,  as  he  has  done  as  much  pioneer 
work  in  bringing  about  this  great  change  as  any 
other  man  in  his  district. 

To  the  faithful,  beloved  wife  who  accompanied 
him  on  his  journey  thirty-five  years,  and  by  her 
cheerful  assistance  and  active  co-operation  in  his 
work  greatly  lightened  the  burden,  our  subject  was 
wedded  April  24,  1853.  Mrs.  Spotts'  maiden  name 
was  Catherine  C.  Huber,  and  she  was  a  native  of 
Seneca  County,  Ohio.  Her  father,  Andrew  Huber, 
was  of  German  birth.  Four  children  were  born  to 
our  subject  and  his  wife,  of  whom  these  three  are 
spared  to  bless  their  father  in  his  declining  years: 
George  W. ;  Ezra  D. ;  and  Ida  M.,  wife  of  John  G. 
Merkel.  Theodore  P.  is  the  name  of  the  son  that 
died. 

April  24,  1.888,  on  the  very  anniversary  of  his 
wedding  day,  death  crossed  the  threshold  of  the 
home  of  our  subject  and  removed  from  it  the  de- 
voted wife  and  tender  mother  who,  in  departing 
this  life,  left  behind  her  a  stainless  record  of  a  true 
womanhood.  She  was  a  person  of  such  amiable, 
kindly  Christian  character  that  she  had  won  many 
friends  far  beyond  her  home  circle,  and  many 
mourned  her  loss  besides  those  of  her  own  house- 
hold. She  was  one  of  the  valued  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  which  in  her  death  lost 
one  of  its  most  constant  workers,  as  did  also  the 
Ladies'  Aid  Society  to  which  she  belonged. 
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Mr.  Spotts  is  considered  one  of  our  best  citizens 
and  bis  influence  is  felt  to  be  for  I  he  good  of  the 
community.  He  always  cheerfully  lends  his  aid  to 
push  forward  ail  plans  that  will  in  any  way  benefit 
the  township.  He  has  always  taken  a  deep  interest 
in  local  educational  matters,  and  has  done  good 
service  as  School  Director.  In  his  political  senti- 
ments he  is  a  true  Democrat.  His  religious  faith 
is  that  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which 
he  is  a  prominent  member,  and  he  is  now  one  of 
the  Trustees; of  the  church.  When  life  began  for 
our  subject  he  had  but  little  means,  and  from  that 
small  beginning  he  has  acquired  a  competence,  and 
can  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  early  labors  in  comfort. 
He  is  possessed  of  those  sterling  traits  of  character 
that  mark  a  thoroughly  conscientious,  upright  man 
and  he  is  greatly  respected  by  all  about  him. 


ILO  II.  GUNSENHOUSER.  In  the  small 
cities  no  figure — unless  it  be  that  of  min- 
ister or  doctor — is  so  conspicuous  as  ;'ye 
editor."  His  is  the  keen  mind  that  takes 
in  at  a  glance  the  salient  features  from  exchanges, 
gleans  items  of  local  interest  on  the  streets  and  in 
the  stores  and  workshops,  and  gives  utterance  to 
stirring  sentences  that  clinch  a  thought  in  the  minds 
of  others.  Our  subject  is  in  partnership  with  Mr. 
M.  J.  Davis  of  Hillsdale,  editor  and  proprietor  of 
the  Grand  Ledge  Republican,  which  is  a  newsy 
sheet  having  a  splendid  circulation. 

Mr.  Gunsenhouser,  whose  name  heads  this  sketch, 
is  a  son  of  John  and  Lucinda  H.  (Williams)  Gun- 
senhouser, and  was  born  in  De  Kalb  County,  Ind., 
November  26,  1854.  The  father  was  a  carpenter 
and  contractor,  which  trade  he  followed  until  the 
breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War,  when  he  early  en- 
listed as  a  private  in  Company  F,  Forty-fourth 
Indiana  Infantry.  At  its  organization  he  was 
elected  Orderly-Sergeant,  and  was  successfully  pro- 
moted, holding  at  his  death  the  rank  of  Captain; 
he  was  mortally  wounded  in  the  battle  of  Chicka- 
mauga.  Upon  the  death  of  his  father,  our  subject 
was  placed  under  the  charge  of  his  uncle,  Jacob 
Gunsenhouser,  with  whom  he  lived  until  the  fall  of 


1868.  At  that  time,  with  his  mother  and  some  rel- 
atives he  removed  to  Keokuk  County,  Iowa,  and 
for  the  next  eight  years  was  almost  continuously 
engaged  working  on  a  farm,  attending  the  district 
schools  in  the  winter.  In  1876  he  was  apprenticed 
to  learn  the  printer's  trade  in  the  office  of  the  Si- 
gourney  News,  commencing  as  "devil,"  whose  work 
was  to  wash  the  rollers,  with  the  numerous  other 
duties  of  the  beginner.  Four  years  later  he  severed 
his  connection  with  the  News  and  went  to  work  in 
Chicago.  This  was  in  September  and  in  December 
following  he  returned  to  Sigourney  and  on  the  8th 
of  the  same  month  was  married  to  Miss  Ida  Ames 
of  that  place.  He  then  returned  to  the  Garden 
City,  remaining  until  the  following  May,  when  he 
removed  to  Auburn,  Ind.,  and  worked  in  the  office 
of  the  Auburn  Republican  until  the  fall  of  1882, 
when  he  turned  his  steps  to  Michigan.  His  next 
occupation  was  a  patent-right  agent,  which  position 
he  held  for  a  whole  week,  but  in  that  length  of 
time  had  obtained  an  experience  that  forever  cured 
him  of  the  patent-right  business. 

The  office  of  the  Hillsdale  Leader  was  the  next 
place  of  his  operations  and  he  there  served  as  fore- 
man until  1886,  when  in  company  with  W.  E.  Allen 
he  carried  on  a  job  printing  office  at  Hillsdale. 
This  connection  continued  until  February,  1889, 
when  Mr.  Gunsenhouser  bought  out  his  partner's 
interest  and  removed  the  plant  to  Waldron  and 
changed  the  name  to  the  Waldron  Echo.  This  was 
his  first  attempt  at  newspaper  work  on  his  own 
account.  The  paper  was  started  with  a  very  bright 
outlook  for  the  future,  but  scarcely  nine  weeks 
later  a  disastrous  fire  destroyed  the  entire  village 
and  the  office  and  its  contents  shared  the  same 
fate. 

July  11,  1839,  Mr.  Gunsenhouser  in  company 
with  M.  J.  Davis  bought  out  the  office  of  the 
Graphic  of  Grand  Ledge,  which  was  a  Union  Labor 
paper,  but  which  they  published  as  Republican  in 
politics.  Its  name  was  shortly  after  changed  to 
the  Grand  Ledge  Republican,  and  it  is  doing  some 
effective  work  for  that  party.  They  have  never 
been  at  a  standstill  but  have  continuously  added 
and  made  improvements  to  their  office  and  by  their 
enterprise  have  almost  doubled  the  circulation.  As 
Mr.  Davis  lives  in  Hillsdale,  the  entire  management 
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of  the  paper  devolves  on  Mr.  Gunsenhouser,  who 
succeeds  once  a  week  in  giving  to  the  people  of 
Grand  Ledge,  a  clean,  newsy  sheet  of  which  the 
community  as  well  as  the  proprietors  can  justty  feel 
proud. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gunsenhouser  have  come  three 
children — Fred,  who  was  born  June  18,  1885,  and 
Ruth  and  Rachel,  born  August  10,  1890.  Socially 
he  is  identified  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and 
the  Sons  of  Veterans,  of  Hillsdale,  and  served  as 
Captain  of  Camp  No.  5,  at  Hillsdale  for  three  years 
and  also  as  Division  Quartermaster  for  two  years 
under  Col.  Hail.  He  is  a  man  of  good  habits  and 
is  well  thought  of  in  the  community. 
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ffi  UCIUS  C.  NELSON.  The  farming  and 
stock-raising  interests  of  Walton  Township. 
Eaton  County,  are  prominently  represented 
by  Mr.  Nelson,  whose  fine  farm  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  on  sections  9  and  16  is,  univer- 
sally conceded  to  be  one  of  the  best  in  the  county. 
The  proprietor  and  owner  has  been  a  resident  of 
Eaton  County  since  1869  and  has  devoted  his  at- 
tention not  only  to  agriculture  but  also  to  raising 
horses  and  sheep,  in  which  he  i\  deeply  interested. 
He  can  to-day  show  the  finest  drove  of  thorough- 
bred Merino  sheep  in  the  State  and  owns  several 
fine  horses  of  Hambletonian  stock.  His  barns  and 
stables  are  among  the  most  substantial  in  the  town- 
ship, while  his  commodious  residence  furnishes 
ample  evidence  of  the  refined  tastes  of  the  inmates. 
The  paternal  grandparents  of  Mr.  Nelson  went 
at  an  early  day  from  Massachusetts  to  Vermont, 
and  in  Brandon,  that  State,  Andrew  Nelson  was 
born.  He  was  reared  to  farming  pursuits  and  upon 
attaining  man's  estate  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Thankful  Willis,  a  native  of  Pittsford,  Vt.  After 
that  important  event  they  resided  for  several  years 
in  the  town  of  Brandon,  then  removed  to  Lawrence 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  1827,  and  after  sojourning  in 
that  place  four  or  five  years  removed  back  to  the 
Green  Mountain  State,  where  the  father  purchased 
a  farm  in  Rutland  County  in  1831.  It  was  while 
he  was  living  on  this  place  that  he  of  whom  we 


write  was  born  July  17,  1832.  He  was  the  third 
among  five  children,  whose  record  is  as  follows: 

Hannah  Ann  became  the  wife  of  Mason  Barr,  an 
ink  manufacturer  of  Troy,N.  Y.;  Thomas  W.  built 
all  the  bridges  on  the  New  Orleans  and  Opelousas 
Railroad  before  the  late  war.  He  became  quite 
wealthy,  but  his  property  was  confiscated  in  the 
war;  he  married  Miss  Callie  Lawes,  of  Plaquemine, 
La.,  and  when  he  died  in  1887  he  left  three  chil- 
dren. He  was  a  stirring,  energetic  man  and  re- 
trieved the  losses  occasioned  by  the  war,  dying 
wealthy;  Mary  E.  is  the  widow  of  David  L.  Sawyer 
and  the  mother  of  two  children;  she  makes  her 
home  in  Sudbury,  Vt.  Adelaide  L.,  the  widow  of 
E.  C.  Wheaton  and  the  mother  of  two  children, 
resides  in  Pittsford,  Vt.  The  father  died  at  the  age 
of  sixty-eight  years,  while  the  mother  survived  to 
the  advanced  age  of  four-score  and  four  years. 

The  scenes  of  the  first  recollections  of  Mr.  Nel- 
son are  associated  with  the  Green  Mountains  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Pittsford,  Vt.  His  education  was 
received  in  the  district  schools  of  Rutland  County, 
and  when  quite  young  he  went  to  Louisiana  and 
assisted  in  building  bridges.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years  he  came  West  to  Michigan  and  began 
business  as  a  horse  dealer,  and  then  went  South  to 
join  his  brother  in  the  bridge  work,  and  after  work- 
ing with  him  two  and  one-half  years  came  back  to 
Michigan. 

The  lady  who  afterward  became  his  wife  he  met 
near  Marshall,  Mich.,  and  the  friendship  ripened 
into  a  lasting  affection.  Mrs.  Nelson  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Abigail  A.  Mack  and  was  the 
daughter  of  Joel  and  Eliza  (Labertaux)  Mack. 
The  Mack  family  are  of  Scotch  descent  and  have 
been  noted  for  their  fine  physique,  longevity,  fine 
qualities  of  heart  and  mind,  and  have  given  many 
preachers  to  the  world.  Their  dispositions  are  in- 
variably witty  and  jovial,  their  health  robust  and 
their  abilities  far  above  the  usual  order. 

The  record  of  the  six  children  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Mack  is  as  follows:  Jacob,  Hiram  H.,  Emily 
J.,  Abigail  A,,  Joel  T.  and  Lillian.  Mrs.  Mack  was 
born  in  Marshall,  Mich,  and  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  the  district.  She  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Mr.  Nelson  in  November,  1858,  and 
after  that  event  the  young  couple  moved   to  the 
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Green  Mountain  State  where  they  sojourned  eight 
years.  In  1869  Mr.  Nelson  made  a  permanent 
location  in  Michigan,  coming  to  Eaton  County  and 
purchasing  land  in  Walton  Township,  where  he  has 
since  resided.  Of  the  happy  wedded  life  of  Mr. 
Nelson  and  his  estimable  wife  three  children  have 
been  born,  namely ;  Minnie  E.,  Jessie  A.  and  Edwin 
T.  Minnie  is  the  wife  of  F.  P.  Sherwood,  of  Og- 
den  City,  Utah,  where  Mr.  Sherwood  is  engaged  in 
the  commission  business;  Jessie  A.  became  the  wife 
of  George  E.  Bliss,  a  resident  of  Jackson,  Mich., 
and  baggage  roaster  on  the  Michigan  Central  Rail- 
road. Politically,  Mr.  Nelson  is  independent,  cast- 
his  vote  for  the  men  whom  he  thinks  best  qualified 
to  represent  the  interests  of  the  people. 
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)EORGE  BROWN,  an  old  settler  of  Barry 
is  one  of  the  foreign-born  citizens 
iom  the  States  owe  much  for  enterprise 
in  their  work  and  sympathy  with  the  institutions 
of  the  land  of  their  adoption.  His  ancestors  for 
two  or  three  generations  were  born  in  Ireland,  but 
in  both  lines  the  genealogy  is  traced  back  to  Scot- 
land. His  paternal  grandfather,  Joseph  Brown, 
was  born  and  died  in  County  Fermanagh,  Ireland. 
His  maternal  grandfather,  Thomas  Gilkison,  was  a 
merchant  in  County  Tyrone,  but  spent  his  last  years 
in  County  Fermanagh. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Joseph  and 
Helen  (Gilkison)  Brown,  the  latter  born  in  County 
Tyrone,  and  the  former  in  County  Fermanagh.  In 
1844  they  left  the  shores  of  their  native  isle  with 
the  purpose  of  setting  up  (heir  home  in  America, 
and  the  wife  died  during  the  voyage.  The  father 
located  in  Canada  and  tilled  the  soil  near  Peal, 
Ontario,  for  some  years.  He  then  came  to  this 
State,  spent  a  few  years  with  his  son  George,  and 
then  went  to  the  home  of  another  son  in  Minne- 
sota and  died  there.  He  was  a  stanch  Presbyter- 
ian. His  family  includes  nine  sons  and  daughters, 
George  being  next  to  the  oldest. 

Our  subject  was  born  at  Five  Mile  Town,  County 
Fermanagh,  Ireland,  in  February,  1823,  and  during 


his  boyhood  attended  the  National  schools  and  also 
became  familiar  with  farm  work.  In  the  spring  of 
1840,  when  seventeen  years  old,  he  took  passage 
from  Belfast  to  Quebec,  and  was  seven  weeks  cross- 
ing the  Atlantic.  He  found  employment  as  a  farm 
hand  near  London,  Canada,  then  bought  seventy- 
five  acres  of  land  at  Queen  Bush,  where  he  built  a 
log  house  and  made  other  improvements.  In  1856 
he  came  to  Barry  County,  and  making  choice  of 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  wild  land  in  Assyria 
Township,  took  up  the  work  of  its  development 
with  great  energy.  He  labored  here  eight  years, 
then  spent  a  twelvemonth  in  Scott  County,  Minn., 
after  which  he  returned  to  Barry  County  and 
bought  eighty  acres  on  section  7,  Assyria  Town- 
ship. This  he  improved,  adding  to  it  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  adjoining,  and  here  he  has  been 
engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock-raising  with 
satisfactory  results.  In  the  fall  of  1890  he  sold 
the  last  eighty  acres  of  his  farm  to  his  son,  with  the 
intention  of  buying  another  tract  in  the  locality. 
The  cares  and  pleasures  of  life  were  shared  with 
Mr.  Brown  for  some  years  by  a  wife  to  whom  he 
was  married  in  Canada.  She  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Sarah  Woods,  was  a  native  of  England,  and  died 
in  Barry  County.  She  left  three  children:  Will- 
iam, a  miner  in  Montara;  George,  a  farmer  near 
Reed  City,  this  State;  Mary  E.,  wife  of  Elijah 
Dickenson,  who  lives  in  Canada. 

In  Battle  Creek,  in  November,  1880,  Mr.  Brown 
was  again  married,  his  bride  being  Mrs.  Aurelia 
Hendricks,  nee  Fox.  This  lady  was  born  near  Rich- 
field Springs,  N.  Y.,  June  26,  1840,  and  spent  her 
childhood  there.  She  then  went  to  Indiana,  and 
two  years  later  came  to  this  State,  where  she  grew 
to  womanhood  on  a  farm,  with  the  school  privi- 
leges that  were  to  be  had  in  the  log  schoolhouse  in 
the  neighborhood.  In  1862  she  was  married  to 
Samuel  Hendricks,  the  ceremony  being  performed 
in  Battle  Creek.  Her  husband  was  a  native  of  New 
York,  and  was  a  tanner  and  currier  by  trade,  but 
after  his  marriage  he  spent  a  few  years  in  farming. 
They  then  took  up  their  residence  in  Kalamazoo, 
and  he  resumed  his  trade,  which  he  later  carried  on 
in  Whitehall  and  Holland.  His  health  gave  way 
and  he  was  advised  to  go  on  a  farm,  so  located  in 
Newaygo  County,  where   he  died  October  8,  1879. 
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Of  the  union  there  were  born  five  children :  Fred- 
erick, now  cabinet-maker  in  a  chair  factory  in 
Grand  Rapids;  Franklin,  who  is  employed  in  the 
same  shop;  Jessie,  wife  of  Orville  Smith,  a  farmer 
in  Assyria  Township;  Oscar,  whose  home  is  in  Bat- 
tle Creek;  and  Lewis,  who  lives  in  Pennfield.  By 
her  present  husband  Mrs.  Brown  has  had  one  child, 
Clifton. 

The  grandfathers  of  Mrs.  Aurelia  Brown  were 
Revolutionary  soldiers,  and  both  were  natives  of 
the  Empire  State.  The  maternal  ancestor,  Elijah 
Chadwick,  was  a  glass-blower  at  Schenectady,  and 
later  at  Green  Bush,  and  Grandfather  Fox  was  a 
farmer  in  Otsego  County.  Her  father,  Elias  Fox, 
was  born  in  Cortland  County,  N.  Y.,  and  in  his 
early  manhood  farmed  in  Otsego  County.  In  1847 
he  located  in  Allen  County,  Ind.,  but  the  fever  and 
ague  was  so  prevalent  that  within  two  years  he  re- 
moved his  family  to  this  State.  He  improved  two 
farms  in  Assyria  Township.  He  was  killed  by  fall- 
ing timber  while  working  in  the  woods  in  1859,  he 
being  then  forty-eight  years  old.  Politically  he 
was  an  ardent  Whig.  To  him  and  his  wife,  Susan 
Chadwick,  seven  children  were  born.  The  mother 
died  at  Grand  Rapids  when  sixty-four  years  old. 

Mr.  Brown  is  a  believer  in  and  a  supporter  of 
the  principles  of  the  Republican  party.  The  only 
official  station  he  has  held  has  been  School  Director. 
He  and  his  wife  hold  to  the  faith  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  conscientiously  order  their 
lives  by  Christian  principles.  They  are  given  their 
due  measure  of  respect  by  their  associates,  and 
while  Mr.  Brown  is  commended  for  his  good  citizen- 
ship, Mrs.  Brown  is  praised  for  her  neatness  and 
capacity  as  a  housekeeper  and  the  refinement  of  her 
character. 


QRIN  R  O  R  A  B  E  C  K  is  the  proprietor  and 
J  successful  manager  of  the  Farmers'  Feed 
Sheds  at  Hastings,  Barry  County,  on  Court 
Street,  between  Church  and  Jefferson  Streets,  which 
was  established  in  1886.     Mr.  Rorabeck  was  born 


in  Madison  County,  N.  Y.,  June  31,  1822.  He 
obtained  the  rudiments  of  his  education  in  the 
Empire  State,  and  during  the  summer  months 
worked  on  a  farm  to  aid  in  gaining  his  education. 
He  subsequently  went  to  Allegany  County,  N.  Y., 
where  he  followed  the  trade  of  making  mittens  and 
gloves,  carrying  on  the  business  twelve  years.  He 
then  sold  out  and  came  to  Barry  County,  settling 
in  Barry  Township,  where  he  purchased  land  and 
carried  on  an  extensive  agricultural  business. 
Commencing  the  task  of  a  pioneer  he  cleared  and 
improved  his  land,  putting  up  substantial  buildings. 
In  1882  a  cyclone  passed  through  this  county 
carrying  death  and  destruction  in  its  path,  leveling 
his  orchards,  fences  and  outbuildings,  taking  away  a 
part  of  his  house,  and  killing  his  wife.  The  maiden 
name  of  his  wife  was  Betsey  McElhamy,  by  whom 
he  had  five  children,  all  of  whom  survive,  named 
as  follows:  George,  a  clerk  in  the  Land  Office  at 
Lansing,  married  Ella  Smith  and  is  the  father  of 
one  child,  Elinor;  Charles,  a  stock  bu}-er  of  Kala- 
mazoo County,  married  Maria  Elliott;  Franklin, 
who  farms  the  old  homestead,  married  Olive 
Searls,  having  three  children — Mabel,  Maud  and 
Clay;  Marcellus,  a  miller  of  Augusta,  Mich.,  mar- 
ried Ella  Wood,  and  is  the  father  of  one  child, 
Millie;  Florence  married  John  Lawler,  a*  furniture 
dealer  of  Augusta,  Mich. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  George  Rorabeck,  was 
born  in  the  Empire  State.  He  followed  the  trade  of  a 
boot  and  shoemaker  during  his  lifetime.  He  went 
to  Ohio  and  then  to  Illinois,  settling  in  Tazewell 
County,  where  he  remained  until  his  death.  The 
mother  of  our  subject,  Hannah  (Post)  Rorabeck, 
spent  her  last  days  in  Western  Iowa,  dying  at  an 
advanced  age.  This  respected  couple  reared  a 
family  of  four  children,  two  of  whom  are  now  liv- 
ing— John,  of  Southern  Iowa,  and  our  subject. 

Mr.  Rorabeck  was  a  second  time  married  in  1884, 
to  Miss  Mary  Valiant,  of  Eaton  County.  While 
living  in  the  East  he  held  the  office  of  Justice  of 
the  Peace.  He  was  one  of  the  leading  members  of 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  in  the  East, 
and  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party.  He  bears 
the  reputation  of  an  honest,  upright  and  trust- 
worthy business  man  and  a  good  citizen  and  as 
such  is  esteemed  by  all  who  know  him. 
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I£_IRAM  GRANT.  On  the  opposite  page  is 
■^^  presented  a  lithographic  portrait  of  Mr. 
Grant,  who  is  pleasantly  located  in  Hamlin 
Township,  Eaton  County,  and  has  been  a 
factor  in  the  development  of  this  section  for  many 
years.  He  was  born  in  Perry,  Genesee  County, 
N.  Y.,  June  27,  1822,  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen 
years  was  bound  out  to  Gabriel  Hatfield  of  Eaton 
County,  Mich.  His  parents,  Abner  and  Emily 
(Buckland)  Grant,  came  to  Jackson  County  in  1836 
and  Mrs.  Grant  died  the  ensuing  year.  She  was  a 
sincere  Christian  and  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  The  father  was  also  identified 
with  that  religious  body  and  carried  its  precepts 
into  all  the  transactions  of  life.  He  died  in  Ver- 
montville,  this  State.  The  family  of  which  our 
subject  is  the  second  member  included  also  William, 
formerly  a  resident  of  Maquoketa,  Iowa,  where  he 
died  in  1888;  Miranda,  wife  of  James  Mitchell  of 
Eaton  County ;  Emily,  wife  of  Benjamin  Jackson 
of  Racine,  Wis.;  and  Orson,  whose  home  is  in 
Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa. 

Young  Grant  remained  with  the  man  to  whom 
he  was  bound  until  he  was  of  age,  when  he  began 
working  by  the  month,  not  having  received  a  cent 
from  his  former  master.  He  is  indeed  the  archi- 
tect of  his  own  fortunes,  and  the  comforts  which 
he  enjoys  and  the  advantages  he  has  been  able  to 
bestow  upon  his  children  have  been  gained  by  hard 
work  and  good  management.  Early  in  January, 
1864,  he  was  mustered  into  the  Thirteenth  Michigan 
Infantry  and  sent  from  Jackson  to  his  regiment, 
which  was  then  at  Lookout  Mountain.  On  account 
of  sickness  he  was  soon  sent  back  to  Nashville, 
where  he  remained  for  some  time.  When  again 
sent  to  the  front  he  went  via  Indianapolis  to  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  and  thence  by  steamer  to  Savannah, 
Ga.,  where  he  rejoined  his  comrades.  After  reach- 
ing Goldsboro,  N.  C,  he  was  again  taken  sick,  and 
was  sent  to  Newbern  and  thence  to  MeDougall's 
Island,  where  he  was  discharged  in  June,  1865. 

Mr.  Grant  was  married  in  1848  to  Miss  Su^an 
Emerson,  who  shared  his  fortunes  until  1881,  when 
death  took  her.  He  was  subsequently  united  with 
Mrs.  Mary  Chandler,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  M.  and 
Mary  (Hanzer)  Gundy,  who  competently  presides 
over  his  home.     The  first  marriage  resulted  in  the 


birth  of  five  sons  and  three  daughters,  of  whom 
we  note  the  following:  William  has  been  twice  mar- 
ried, first  to  Miss  Alice  Abbott  and  second  to  Miss 
Lizzie  Griffith ;  Elton  died  when  twenty  years  of 
age;  Laura  is  the  wife  of  Perry  Snyder,  of  Eaton 
County  5  George  lives  with  his  father;  Fred  married 
Miss  Susan  Raymer  of  Eaton  County;  Nellie  is  the 
wife  of  William  Roberts  of  Kalamazoo;  Annie  is 
at  home;  and  Frankie  died  at  the  age  of  five  years. 
Mr.  Grant  is  identified  with  James'  B.  Brand 
Post,  No.  Ill,  G.  A.  R.,  in  Eaton  Rapids.  In 
exercising  the  right  of  suffrage  he  stanehly  supports 
candidates  of  the  Republican  party,  being  an  earn- 
est believer  in  the  tenets  of  the  party.  He  is  an 
earnest  worker,  intelligent  and  upright,  and  for  his 
personal  character  and  pioneer  work  is  highly  es- 
teemed by  his  acquaintances. 


fir?  IEUT.  JOSIAH  A.  BIRCHARD.  Every- 
III  ®  D0(ty  in  and  near  Bellevue,  Eaton  County, 
/I^Vi  knows  Lieut.  Birchard,  the  accommodating 
Postmaster,  who  received  his  appointment  October 
1 ,  1889.  He  belongs  to  the  body  of  men  known  as 
old  soldiers,  and  has  a  record  of  which  his  friends 
may  well  be  proud,  his  army  life  having  extended 
over  a  period  of  three  years  and  included  experi- 
ences that  tested  his  valor  and  true  courage.  He 
has  lived  in  or  near  Bellevue  for  a  score  of  years, 
and  in  whatever  walk  in  life  he  was  found  he  has 
shown  the  qualities  of  true  manhood  and  done  what 
he  could  to  elevate  the  status  of  the  community 
mentally,  morally  and  spiritually. 

Mr.  Birchard  traces  his  paternal  ancestry  to  the 
mother  country  and  is  the  third  in  the  direct  line 
born  in  America.  His  grandfather,  Nathan  A. 
Birchard,  was  a  native  of  Shoreham,  Vt.,  whence 
he  removed  to  Beckett,  Mass.,  and  from  that  place 
to  Portage  County,  Ohio,  which  was  his  final  home. 
In  his  family  was  a  son  who  bore  his  own  name 
and  was  born  in  the  same  town.  This  son  when 
twelve  years  old  went  to  Ohio,  the  family  being 
part  of  a  colony  that  bought  Windham  Township, 
Portage  County.    When  grown  to  manhood  he  be- 
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came  a  farmer,  following  the  example  and  teaching 
of  his  father,  and  he  carried  on  an  estate  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres.  He  breathed  his  last  in 
February,  1863.  His  wife  was  a  native  of  Beckett, 
Mass.,  named  Betsy  E.Aiford,  and  was  a  daughter 
of  Elijah  Alford,  who  settled  in  Ohio  during  its 
earty  development.  She  survived  her  husband 
many  years,  living  until  1885.  Her  children,  six 
in  number,  are  still  living  and  all  in  Ohio  except 
Josiah,  Nathan  and  Matthew.  The  latter  makes  his 
home  in  Dakota;  he  was  Captain  of  Company  B, 
Thirty-third  Wisconsin  Infantry,  during  three 
years  of  the  Civil  War.  m 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was  born  in 
Windham,  Ohio,  in  1828,  and  was  reared  on  a  farm 
which  he  helped  to  clear  as  soon  as  he  was  old 
enough  to  carry  brush  and  yield  the  ax.  His  school 
privileges  were  those  of  the  primitive  schools  and 
during  the  years  before  he  was  twenty-three  years 
of  age  he  took  a  greater  or  less  share  in  home 
affairs.  He  then  began  farming  for  himself  in  his 
native  county,  whence  in  1853  he  removed  to  Wis- 
consin. He  and  his  brother  drove  overland  and 
were  four  weeks  making  the  journey  to  Grant 
County,  where  they  took  possession  of  two  hundred 
acres  situated  eleven  miles  from  Boscobel.  They 
operated  the  place  until  after  the  war  began,  bring- 
ing it  up  from  a  slightly  improved  condition  into 
one  of  good  value  and  productiveness. 

The  wave  of  loyalty  that  swept  over  the  North 
when  Ft.  Sumter  was  fired  upon  carried  from  their 
peaceful  occupation  Lieut. Birchard  and  his  brother, 
who  entered  the  Union  army  not  many  months 
later.  The  enlistment  of  our  subject  was  on  August 
20,  1862,  and  the  Company  to  which  he  was  as- 
signed was  G,  of  the  Thirty-third  Wisconsin  In- 
fantry. He  was  mustered  in  at  Racine,  at  once 
sent  South,  and  during  his  army  life  participated 
in  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  battle  of  Tupelo,  Red 
River  expedition,  Price's  raid,  and  battles  of 
Nashville  and  Spanish  Fort.  The  intervening 
periods  were  given  to  various  camp  and  campaign 
duties,  many  of  which  were  of  a  nature  to  try  the 
souls  of  the  soldiers  even  more  than  the  heat  of 
battle.  At  Vicksburg  Mr.  Birchard  became  First 
Serjeant  and  his  commission  as  First  Lieutenant 
was  received  while  the  troops  were  at  St.  Louis, 


Mo.  He  had  command  of  the  company  and  gal- 
lantly led  his  boys  wherever  the  superior  officers 
pointed  out  their  station.  He  was  fortunate  in 
passing  through  the  war  without  a  scratch  and 
without  suffering  from  illness  as  did  many  of  his 
comrades.  He  was  mustered  out  near  Montgomery, 
Ala.,  and  coming  North  received  an  honorable  dis- 
charge at  Madison,  Wis.,  in  August,  1865. 

Again  Lieut.  Birchard  turned  his  attention  to 
farming  in  Grant  County,  which  was  his  home 
until  1867,  when  he  sold  his  property  and  came  to 
this  State,  traveling  by  team.  He  located  three 
and  a  half  miles  north  of  Bellevue,  buying  a  tim- 
ber tract  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  which 
he  remained  two  years,  working  in  its  develop- 
ment. He  then  sold  it,  but  did  not  abandon  farm- 
ing until  late  in  the  '80s.  When  located  in  Bellevue 
he  worked  at  the  carpenter's  trade  until  he  received 
his  appointment  as  Postmaster. 

In  Portage  County, Ohio,  in  1851,  Lieut.  Birchard 
was  married  to  Julia  M.  Kingsley,  who  was  born  in 
Beckett,  Mass.,  but  from  her  second  year  was  reared 
in  Ohio.  She  received  good  home  instruction  and 
a  practical  education,  and  to  her  counsel  and 
encouragement  her  children  owe  much  of  their 
progress.  She  is  the  mother  of  nine  sons  and 
daughters,  all  living  but  Ansel,  the  third-born,  who 
died  when  sixteen  years  old.  Estella  M.,  formerly 
a  teacher,  now  lives  in  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  being  the 
wife  of  H.  Turner;  Fitch  A.  is  in  the  lumber  busi- 
ness in  Denver,  Col.;  Julia  is  a  stenographer  and 
typewriter  in  Kalamazoo;  Frank  is  a  farmer  in 
Portage  County,  Ohio;  Annie,  who  was  graduated 
from  Olivet  College,  now  teaches  music  in  the 
Emerson  Institute  at  Mobile,  Ala. ;  Arthur,  a  me- 
chanic, is  employed-  in  the  Atlas  Manufacturing 
Works  at  Indianapolis,  Ind.;  Kingsley  is  a  fireman 
on  the  Grand  Trunk  Railroad;  May,  a  member  of 
the  Bellevue  High  School  class  of  1891,  still  bright- 
ens her  parents'  fireside  by  her  presence. 

Lieut.  Birchard  is  a  stanch  Republican  and  has 
frequently  attended  county  conventions  as  a  dele- 
gate. He  was  initiated  into  the  Masonic  fraternity 
in  Wisconsin  and  is  now  a  member  of  the  Bellevue 
Lodge.  He  has  been  School  Inspector  and  is  at  all 
times  interested  in  having  good  schools.  Religi- 
ously he  is  a  Congregationalist,  but  there  being  no 
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society  of  that  denomination  here  he  attends  and 
supports  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which 
he  has  been  choir  leader  for  twelve  years.  His 
social  qualities,  general  intelligence  and  manly 
character  give  him  the  respect  of  those  who  make 
his  acquaintance,  and  he  and  liis  wife  enjoy  the 
friendship  of  the  best  citizens  of  the  town. 


W       EW  W.  FEIGHNER  is  well  known  through- 

lll  (©  oui  tnis  Part  of  ^arrv  County  as  the  editor 
jll=a^  and  proprietor  of  the  News  at  Nashville, 
Barry  County,  which  is  considered  one  of  its  lead- 
ing papers.     Mr.  Feighner  was  born  at  Canton  in 
Stark  County,  Ohio,  June  5,   1862.     His   father, 
William  Feighner,  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  his  father,  the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject, 
came  from  Germany  to  America  about  the  time  of 
the  Revolutionary  War  and  located  in  the  Keystone 
State.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a  farmer 
and  weaver.     He  was  drafted  in  the  War  of  1812, 
but  for  some  reason  unknown  did  not  serve.     In 
1823  he  moved  to  Stark  County,  Ohio,  making  the 
journey  over  the  mountains  with  a  four-horse  team 
and  a  large  covered  wagon.     He  was  an  early  set- 
tler in  that  State,  where  he  cleared  a  farm,  built  a 
hewed    log   house,   and    where   he  finally  became 
quite  wealthy,  owning  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  fine  land   and  farming  extensively.     He 
died  in  Stark  County  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years, 
the  cause  of  his  death  being  a  cancer.     Religiously 
he  was  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church  and  a 
Democrat  in  politics. 

William  Feighner,  our  subject's  father,  was 
brought  up  on  a  farm,  and  when  grown  to  man- 
hood taught  school  a  number  of  terms  in  Stark 
County.  He  came  to  Barry  County,  this  State, 
in  September,  1862,  whither  a  brother  had  preceded 
him,  making  the  journey  by  team  and  wagon.  His 
brother  had  become  the  owner  of  a  sawmill  and 
upon  the  arrival  of  our  subject  he  purchased  an 
interest  in  the  same  which  he  retained  until  1865, 
at  which  time  he  sold  out  and  in  company  with 
L.  E.  Stauffer,  a  brother-in-law,  he  erected  the  first 
store   building  on  the   present  site  of  Nashville. 


This  was  located  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Thorn 
Apple  River,  near  what  was  then  known  as  Han- 
chefs  Mills.  At  this  place  he  operated  a  store  a 
little  over  a  year,  when  he  put  up  the  two-story 
building  now  standing  on  the  corner  of  Main  and 
Sherman  Streets.  In  this  latter  place  he  ran  a  gen- 
eral store  and  meat  market  until  December  12,  1867, 
when  he  was  called  hence.  He  was  a  man  of  indom- 
itable energy  and  was  able  to  carry  to  a  successful 
issue  any  line  of  work  in  which  he  engaged.  In 
politics  he  was  a  Democrat. 

Henrietta  E.  Stauffer,  the  mother  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Washington   County,   Md.,   June   1, 
1841 ;  she  is  still  living  in  Nashville  with  her  daugh- 
ter, Miss  Lulu  Feighner.     Her  marriage  with  Mr. 
Feighner  occurred  December  2S  1858,  and  of  their 
union  have  been  born  five   children :     Irvino-  W. 
Lew  W.,   Lulu,   Lloyd   C.   and  Nellie  M.     David 
Stauffer,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Feighner,  was  a  native 
of  Washington  County,  Md.,  and  followed  the  occu- 
pation   of   a    farmer.     He    emigrated    to   Summit 
County,  Ohio,  in  1847,  making  the  journey  over- 
land by  wagon.     He  remained  in  that  county  until 
1862,  when  he  came  to  Castleton  Township,  Barry 
County,  where  he  purchased  forty  acres  of  land 
and    farmed    until  his   death,    March   5,  1878,  this 
being  occasioned  by  a  tree  falling  upon  him  while 
chopping  in  the  woods.     He  was  of  German  de- 
scent and  in  politics  affiliated  with  the  Democratic 
party. 

Lew  W.  Feighner,  our  subject,  came  to  Nash- 
ville with  his  parents  when  four  months  old.  His 
father  died  when  he  was  seven  years  of  a^e.  He 
went  to  live  with  his  uncle,  L.  E.  Stauffer,  and  upon 
the  removal  of  Mr.  Stauffer  to  Grand  Rapids  our 
subject  attended  school  at  that  place  for  one  year. 
He  next  made  Hastings  his  home  and  for  five  years 
kept  up  his  school  work,  clerking  at  odd  moments 
in  his  uncle's  store.  He  spent  the  summer  of  1876 
working  on  a  farm,  then  was  engaged  in  a  factory 
one  year.  He  subsequently  attended  school,  in 
Hastings  one  term  and  in  December,  1877,  engaged 
to  learn  the  printer's  trade  in  the  office  of  the  Jour- 
nal  at  Hastings.  He  served  as  an  apprentice  for 
six  months  and  the  succeeding  half  year  performed 
the  same  labors  on  the  Nashville  News,  the  paper 
he  now  owns.     After  he  had  learned  the  trade  he 
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began  work  as  a  compositor  on  the  Hastings  Ban- 
ner, continuing  to  oceupj'  this  position  for  some 
time  on  the  papers  at  Hastings  and  Nashville.  He 
then  went  to  Muskegon,  Mich.,  where  he  served  as 
night  foreman  on  the  Morning  Journal.  He  later 
worked  on  the  Green  castle  Banner  and  Star.  The 
succeeding  two  years  were  spent  by  him  in  job  and 
book  printing  offices  in  Chicago.  In  September, 
1884,  he  returned  to  Nashville  and  again  began 
his  labors  as  foreman  and  local  editor  of  the  News. 
He  continued  in  this  capacity  until  October,  1888, 
when  he  purchased  the  plant  from  Orno  Strong, 
paying  $5,000  for  the  same.  He  has  since  added 
several  thousand  dollars  to  the  material  and  busi- 
ness of  the  office,  which  is  finely  equipped  with  a 
steam  engine,  Campbell  cylinder  press,  the  various 
job  presses  and  the  latest  job  types.  In  addition 
to  this  he  owns  stock]  in  the  Shields  Windmill 
Company,  of  Nashville. 

October  26,  1885,  was  the  date  of  Mr.  Feighner's 
marriage  to  Estella  L.  Wilson,  daughter  of  Lyman 
J.  and  Alice  (Parkurst)  Wilson,  pioneers  of  Eaton 
County,  but*who  are  now  living  in  retirement  at 
Nashville.  Mrs.  Feighner  was  born  in  Kalamo, 
Eaton  County,  this  State,  October  26,  1863.  Our 
subject  and  his  wife  have  no  children.  Politically 
Mr.  Feighner  is  a  Republican,  but  conducts  his 
paper  on  the  independent  plan.  The  News  is  a 
sound  and  reliable  family  paper,  has  a  good  circu- 
lation, and  is  a  welcome  guest  in  many  households 
throughout  the  county.  He  is  a  member  of  Ivy 
Lodge  No.  37,  K.  of  P.,  of  which  he  is  now  Chan- 
cellor Commander. 


■3fc- 


W  OUIS  P.  COLE,  proprietor  of  Thorn  Apple 
III  /j3)  Lake  Summer  Resort,  is  a  well-known  resi- 
jlL^  dent  of  Barry  County.  He  has  eighty  acres 
of  land  bordering  on  the  lake,  which  is  a  sheet  of 
water  three  miles  long  and  from  one-half  to  a  mile 
in  width.  His  hotel  is  pleasantly  located  on  the 
high  bank,  and  the  Michigan  Central  Railroad  runs 
by  it,  thus  making  it  easy  of  access  for  tourists  and 
fishermen.  Mr.  Cole  runs  a  steamboat  for  the  ben- 
efit of  excursion  parlies  and  also   has  thirty  small 


boats.  During  the  fishing  season  it  is  not  unusual 
to  have  as  many  as  two  thousand  people  here  in  a 
day,  and  in  the  months  of  July  and  August  large 
picnic  parties  frequent  the  place  daily.  At  the 
hotel  there  are  twelve  rooms  for  transient  guests, 
and  ample  accommodation  for  those  who  spend  the 
day  in  the  enjoyment  of  rural  sports. 

John  Cole,  grandfather  of  Lewis  P.,  was  born, 
reared  and  marriedjn  England,  and  came  to  Amer- 
ica just  before  the  Revolution.  He  did  not  take 
part  in  the  conflict,  but  a  brother  did.  He  settled 
on  a  farm  in  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  and  died  in 
Seneca  County,  when  more  than  ninety  years  old. 
His  son  Cyrus,  was  born  and  reared  on  the  farm 
and  in  1831  Jwent  to  Seneca  County,  Ohio,  set- 
tling near  the  town  of  Republic.  He  traveled 
from  his  old  home  to  Buffalo  on  foot,  crossed  the 
lake  to  Sandusky  City  on  a  boat,  and  walked  the 
balance  of  the  way  to  his  new  location.  He  settled  in 
the  woods  among  the  Indians,  far  from  any  road, 
and  cleared  and  developed  a  good  farm.  There  he 
died  when  fifty -three  years  old.  He  was  well  posted 
on  political  issues  and  at  different  periods  was  a 
Free-Soiler  and  Democrat.  He  believed  in  the 
abolition  of  slavery.  He  married  Hannah  Kelley, 
a  native  of  New  York,  who  lived  to  the  age  of  six- 
ty-two years.  To  them  were  born  six  children,  all 
of  whom  lived  to  mature  years  and  one  of  whom  is 
the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

The  natal  day  of  Louis  P.  Cole  was  November 
16,  1821,  and  his  birthplace  Seneca  County,  N.  Y. 
He  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  educated  in  the  dis- 
trict school  and  well  remembers  the  first  day  at  the 
old  schoolhouse.  It  was  late  in  the  fall  and  he  had 
gone  to  school  barefooted.  Snow  fell  during  the 
day  and  his  brother  came  for  him  on  horseback, 
bringing  him  a  pair  of  stockings  which  he  put  on 
before  mounting  the  horse.  He  was  ten  years  old 
when  he  went  to  Ohio  with  his  parents  and  there 
he  lived  eight  years,  during  that  time  bearing  his 
share  in  the  work  of  clearing.  He  then  returned 
to  his  birthplace  and  worked  out  two  years,  then 
learned  the  trade  of  a  shoemaker  while  working  for 
his  board  during  the  winters. 

Mr.  Cole  went  back  to  Ohio  and  finally  bought 
the  homestead,  on  which  he  farmed  two  years.  He 
then  sold  it,  settled  in  the  town  of  Lodi  and  worked 
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at  his  trade  until  1857,  when  he  sold  out  his  estab- 
lishment and  bought  a  farm  of  fifty  acres  in  San- 
dusky County.  After  living  there  eight  years  he 
came  to  Michigan  in  December,  1865.  The  fol- 
lowing March  he  came  to  his  present  fine  location 
and  bought  the  property  on  which  he  has  since  re- 
sided and  where  he  has  carried  on  farm  work. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Cole  and  Miss  Hannah 
Scothorn  was  solemnized  in  1842.  The  bride  was 
born  in  Ohio,  four  miles  south  of  Columbus,  in 
1822.  The  union  has  been  blest  by  the  birth  of 
five  children — Mrs.  Louisa  Harley,  Mrs.  Emma  J. 
Schroder,  Mrs.  Harriet  Troxell,  Louis  E.  and  Irvin 
P.  Mr.  Cole  is  a  Republican  and  he  has  held  some 
school  offices.  He  and  his  wife  endeavor  to  make 
everything  at  the  Resort  pleasant  for  those  who 
visit  it,  and  are  respected  by  their  neighbors  and 
acquaintances. 


OSCAR  A.  LONG.  One  of  the  pleasantest 
farms  that  dot  the  expanse  of  Hamlin  Town- 
ship, Eaton  County,  is  owned  and  occupied 
by  the  above-named  gentleman  and  consists  of  sixty 
acres,  all  of  which  are  under  cultivation.  Upon  it 
stands  a  homelike  farmhouse  and  the  accompany- 
ing outbuildings  that  are  needed  by  every  agri- 
culturist and  which  all  prudent  and  enterprising 
men  see  to  it  are  erected  as  fast  as  possible.  The 
property  has  been  the  home  of  Mr.  Long  and  his 
family  for  some  years,  and  he  and  his  good  wife 
have  made  many  friends  in  the  surrounding  coun- 
try. Although  the  estate  of  Mr.  Long  is  not  of  so 
great  extent  as  man}',  it  is  so  carefully  handled  as 
to  produce  abundant  crops  of  A  No.  1  quality. 

The  Long  family  originated  in  Scotland  and  its 
members  removed  to  Ireland  about  the  time  of 
Wallace  and  Bruce.  From  the  Emerald  Isle  three 
brothers  emigrated  to  America,  one  settling  in 
Carolina  and„the  others  in  New  England.  Our 
subject  is  descended  from  one  of  the  New  England 
branches,  his  direct  ancestors  in  the  three  genera- 
tions past  having  been  Frederick  A.,  who  was  born 
in  Franklin  County,  Mass.,  August  18,  1807; 
J}ayid,  Jr.,  whose  natal   day   was   December    }3? 


1780,  and  David.  The  first  mentioned  of  these 
was  one  of  a  family  which  included  the  following 
brothers  and  sisters:  Orlando  D.,  born  May  23, 
1806;  Lydia  Almaria,  March  9,  1809;  Benjamin 
Nash,  February  5,  181 1 ;  Oscar  Newton,  November 
13,  1812;  Charles  Skinner,  November  16,1815; 
Apollos  H.,  September  12,  1817;  Hannah  Sophia, 
July  28,  1819;  Laura  F.,  March  10,  1821;  Cordelia 
A.  and  Cornelia  A.  (twins),  June  3,  1823,  and 
Henry  J.,  November  18,  1826. 

The  father  of  our  subject  married  Elizabeth 
(Hull)  Skinner,  who  was  born  in  Massachusetts 
April  10,  1814,  the  wedding  ceremony  taking  place 
in  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  whither  both  had  gone 
in  early  years.  The  date  of  the  happy  event  was 
May  1,  1833,  and  the  union  was  blessed  by  t  he 
birth  of  two  children — Oscar  A.  and  David  H., 
the  latter  a  homoeopathic  physician  now  located  at 
Ellendale,  Dickey  County,  S.  Dak.;  he  married 
Fanny  A.  Moshier.  The  mother  of  these  sons  died 
March  19,  1839,  and  the  father  was  married  March 
10,  1841,  to  P.  Maria  Morgan. 

In  1837  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Long  came  to  Michigan, 
locating  in  Cass  County,  where  the  husband  with 
his  brother  Benjamin  took  up  land.  They  traveled 
with  teams  and  while  crossing  the  Detroit  River  on 
ice  barely  escaped  losing  their  lives,  the  ice  going 
out  just  after  they  crossed.  They  built  a  house 
and  developed  a  farm,  raising  the  first  orchard 
from  seeds  sown  by  Mrs.  Long  in  ground  grubbed 
by  her  husband.  In  1856  Mr.  Long  came  to  Eaton 
County  and  during  the  remainder  of  his  life  lived 
on  section  9,  Hamlin  Township.  He  breathed  his 
last  March  15,  1875,  strong  in  the  faith  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  with  which  he  united  in  Cass 
County.  In  early  life  he  was  a  Whig,  but  being 
opposed  to  the  extension  of  slavery  in  the  Terri- 
tories he  joined  the  Republican  party  on  its 
organization.  He  was  a  strictly  temperate  man 
and  worked  for  the  cause.  His  second  wife  passed 
away  July  13,  1871. 

The  birthplace  of  the  gentleman  whose  name 
introduces  these  paragraphs  was  Genesee  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  the  date  thereof  January  30,  1834.  He 
was  but  two  years  old  when  brought  to  Michigan 
and  his  education  was  obtained  in  the  early  schools 
of  this  State^  wfiich  did  not  afford  the  best  gt  a$- 
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vantages.  He  is  therefore  principally  self  edu- 
cated, having  taken  pains  to  inform  himself  by 
reading  and  observation.  In  the  fall  of  1856  he 
came  to  Eaton  County  where  he  has  since  resided 
and  where  he  worked  by  the  month  until  1861. 
The  region  he  once  knew  as  nearly  wild,  with  a  few 
log  cabins  dotting  its  surface  is  now  a  tract  of 
highly  cultivated  land  with  substantial  farm  houses, 
schools  and  churches  in  comfortable  proximity. 

The  wife  of  Mr.  Long  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Mary  A.  Wright,  is  a  native  of  Illinois  and  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Winnie  Wright.  Her 
parents  were  Catholics  and  on  account  of  her  Prot- 
estant faith  she  was  driven  from  home  when  but 
thirteen  years  old.  She  came  to  Adrian,  this  State, 
thence  to  Tecumseh  and  later  to  Eaton  Rapids. 
Her  marriage  to  our  subject  was  solemnized  No- 
vember 15,  1871,  and  to  them  have  been  born  three 
children— Emma,  Sarah  and  William  O.  The  elder 
daughter  married  Lemuel  C.  Roberts;  and  the  son 
died  when  but  five  months  and  two  weeks  old. 
Mr.  and  .Mrs.  Long  have  adopted  a  boy  from  the 
Boston  Home,  giving  him  the  name  Charles  Long. 

Mr.  Long  is  not  a  politician,  never  seeking  office, 
but  is  always  informed  regarding  party  issues  and 
ready  to  deposit  his  ballot,  which  is  ever  a  Repub- 
lican one.  He  united  with  the  Baptist  Church  at 
Eaton  Rapids  in  1860  and  is  now  a  Trustee  of  the 
organization  and  has  been  Deacon  six  years. 

TER  EDICK  is  engaged  in  agricultural 
rsuits  in  Brookfield  Township,  Eaton 
County.  He  is  a  typical  Yankee  and  by  his 
I  \  shrewdness  has  been  quite  successful  in  ac- 
cumulating property,  and  is  the  owner  of  one  of 
the  best  improved  farms  in  the  township.  He  was 
born  in  Montgomery  County,  N.  Y.,  July  6,  1822. 
His  father,  Frederick,  a  native  of  the  same  State, 
born  in  1800  was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  He  came 
west  to  Michigan  in  1865,  in  which  State  he  died 
in  1877.  He  was  a  strong  adherent  of  the  faith  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  His  grandfather, 
Frederick,  died  in  New  York  State,  where  he  had 
always  reside^.     Pjs  mother,  Christian  Knppp,  was 


also  a  native  of  the  Empire  State  and  born  in 
1795,  and  died  in  1889.  She  adhered  to  the  same 
faith  as  her  husband.  She  was  the  mother  of  nine 
children,  five  of  whom  survive  her. 

Mr.  Edick,  our  subject,  received  a  very  limited 
education  and  was  reared  on  a  farm.  When  twenty 
years  old  he  engaged  to  work  out  by  the  month, 
and  continued  working  that  way  for  sixteen  years. 
In  1859  he  purchased  a  sawmill  in  Shelby,  Orleans 
County,  N.  Y.,  which  he  operated  for  three  years. 
He  then  engaged  in  buying  horses  and  sold  the 
same  to  the  Government.  From  Shelby  he  pro- 
ceeded to  Titusville,  Pa.,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
livery  business  for  a  short  time  working  by  the 
month.  In  1864  he  removed  to  Eaton  County, 
Mich.,  where  after  a  while  he  purchased  land  and 
settled  down  upon  it.  He  has  cleared  and  placed 
under  cultivation  a  considerable  portion  of  that 
land. 

Mr.  Edick  was  united  in  marriage  March  1, 1859, 
with  Miss  Nancy  C.  Lambert,  a  native  of  Orleans 
County,  N.  Y.  They  were  the  parents  of  two  chil- 
dren, George  W.  and  Nancy  C.  Mr.  Edick  losing 
his  first  wife  by  death,  was  fortunate  in  winning 
for  his  second  wife  Miss  Lydia  A.  Gifford,  a  native 
of  Farnham,  Mass.  She  is  the  daughter  of  William 
and  Mary  (Bowling)  Gifford,  both  natives  of 
Massachusetts.  Her  parents  came  to  Jackson 
County,  Mich.,  and  settled  near  Parma,  where  the 
father  is  still  living  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety- 
three  years.  For  forty  years  he  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Seventh-day  Adventist  denomination. 
The  mother  died  in  1854.  Mrs.  Edick  was  one  in 
a  family  of  six  children,  all  living. 

The  fruit  of  the  second  union  of  our  subject  has 
been  the  birth  of  eleven  children,  namely:  Lewis, 
Lillie  M.,  Mary  L.,  Edith,  William,  Charlie,  Amelia,' 
John,  Grace,  Frederick,  and  Harry.  Mr.  Edick, 
our  subject,  is  a  voter  in  the  Democratic  ranks. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Order  of  Temperance  and 
also  of  the  Patrons  of  Industry.  He  has  by  his 
pluck  and  perseverance  gained  a  competence.  He 
owns  a  tract  of  two  hundred  acres  of  highly  im- 
proved land,  and  he  engages  extensively  in  the 
raising  of  all  kinds  of  stock. 

That  our  subject  enjoys  the  coziness  and  comfort 
of  m  attractive  home  i$  due  in  part  to  the  faithful 
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co-operation  of  his  estimable  wife.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Edick  stand  well  in  their  community  and  their 
neighborly  kindness  and  many  excellent  traits  of 
head  and  heart  have  attracted  to  them  warm 
friends. 


f?ATSON  W.  McKIBBEN,  an  enterprising 
farmer  of  Carlton  Township,  Barry  County, 
residing  on  section  29,  claims  Ohio  as  the 
State  of  his  nativity.  He  was  born  on  his  father's 
farm  in  Venice  Township,  Seneca  County,  on  the 
13th  of  April  1846,  and  is  the  only  son  of  William 
McKibben.  The  family  also  numbered  three 
daughters:  Agnes  E.,  and  Rachel  E.,  now  deceased  ; 
and  Margaret  J.,  widow  of  David  San  ford,  of  Ohio. 
The  father  was  born  in  Seneca  County,  Ohio,  May 
10,  1818,  and  there  died  on  January  23,  1857.  He 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  throughout  his 
entire  life  and  was  the  owner  of  a  good  farm  of 
eighty  acres.  James  McCord  McKibben,  the  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  was  a  veteran  of  the  War  of 
1812. 

Watson  W.  spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and 
youth  in  his  native  State  and  in  the  usual  manner 
of  farmer  lads  was  reared  to  manhood.  As  soon 
as  he  had  attained  a  sufficient  age  he  began  work- 
ino*  by  the  month  during  the  summer  season,  while 
in  the  winter  he  attended  the  common  schools 
where  he  acquired  a  good  English  education.  In 
1863,  although  only  seventeen  years  of  age,  he 
bade  good-bye  to  home  and  friends  and  started  for 
the  war,  enlisting  as  a  member  of  Company  I,  Ninth 
Ohio  Cavalry.  The  regiment  was  first  sent  South 
in  February,  and  on  arriving  in  Louisville,  Ky., 
received  orders  to  go  to  Tennessee  where  the  troops 
joined  Sherman's  army  and  participated  in  the  cele- 
brated march  to  the  sea  under  the  command  of 
that  General.  On  the  return  to  Nashville,  Tenn., 
Mr.  McKibben  was  taken  sick  and  sent  to  the  hos- 
pital but  as  soon  as  he  had  sufficiently  recovered 
his  health  he  rejoined  his  regiment  and  went  to 
Chattanooga.  He  participated  in  a  number  of 
skirmishes,  but  was  in  no  hard  battles.  He  was 
once  wounded  in  the  left  eye  but  otherwise  escaped 
uninjured.     He  still  bag  in  his  possession  tlje  gurj 


and  saber  which  he  carried  through  the  war.  He 
was  a  loyal  soldier,  always  found  at  his  post  of 
duty,  faithfully  discharging  every  task  allotted  to 
him  and  in  June,  1865,  he  was  honorably  dis- 
charged. 

Mrs.  McKibben,  wife  of  our  subject,  was  for- 
merly Miss  Dora,  daughter  of  Brazilla  Hakes,  and 
their  union  was  celebrated  August  29,  1867.  The 
lady  was  born  in  Seneca  County,  Ohio,  August  10, 
1848,  and  was  the  fifth  in  a  family  of  nine  children. 
Their  union  has  been  blessed  with  two  children,  a 
son  and  daughter,  Ina  and  Earl. 

Mr.  McKibben  owns  eighty  acres  of  valuable 
land  in  Carlton  Township,  on  which  he  has  built 
an  elegant  residence  at  a  cost  of  $2,000.  Among 
the  many  other  improvements  is  a  large  windmill 
and  tank  and  a  fine  barn,  38x56  feet,  worth  $900. 
The  appearance  of  the  place  with  its  pleasant  home 
and  well  tilled  fields  indicates  the  enterprise  of  the 
owner  who  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  progressive 
and  public-spirited  citizens  of  the  community.  He 
has  served  for  six  years  as  School  Assessor  and  ac- 
ceptably filled  the  office. 


if 
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\f]OHN  BACHELDER  is  the  owner  of  one  of 
the  finest  and  best  equipped  farms  in  Carl- 
ton Township,  Barry  County,  it  being  situ- 
ated on  section  2.  A  valuable  tract  of 
land  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  pays  tribute 
to  his  care  and  cultivation  and  its  many  improve- 
ments stand  as  monuments  to  his  thrift  and  enter- 
prise. His  substantial  and  commodious  residence 
was  erected  at  a  cost  of  $2,000  and  is  surrounded 
by  a  beautiful  grove  of  trees.  At  one  side  of  the 
house  is  a  fine  bearing  orchard,  and  a  large  barn, 
the  dimensions  of  which  are  38x56  feet,  furnishes 
shelter  for  his  stock  and  protection  for  the  hay  and 
grain  against  the  weatber.  Here  may  be  seen  also 
a  good  windmill  and  many  other  valuable  im- 
provements, both  useful  and  ornamental.  As 
before  stated  this  is  accounted  one  of  the  finest 
farms  in  Carlton  Township. 

As  our  subject  i§  wejl  $ncl  favorably  known  a 
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sketch  of  his   life  will  be  of  interest  to  many  of 
our  readers.     He  was  born  in   Richland  County, 
Ohio,  September   6,    1836,  and  is  the  eighth  in  a 
family  of  ten  children  whose  parents  were   Daniel 
and  Mary   (Spencer)   Bachelder.     His  father  was 
born  in  Maine  in    1798  and  emigrated  to  Ohio  in 
1817,  becoming  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Rich- 
land County.     He  was  a  biiekmason  by  trade,  but 
spent  much  of  his  time  in   the  cultivation   of  his 
farm  in  the   Buckeye  State.     A   man   of   sterling 
worth,  he  held   many  important  official  positions 
and    was   highly   respected   by  all  who  knew  him. 
He  died  in   Richland   County  in    1844,  where  his 
remains  now  rest.     The  maternal  grandfather  of 
our   subject    (Spencer)    was  a  native  of  the  Pine 
Tree  State  and  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of  ninety 
years,  his  death  occurring  in  Ohio  in   1889.     He 
was  a  devout  and  consistent  member  of  the  Chris- 
tian  Church.     John   Bachelder  spent  the  days  of 
his  boyhood  and  youth  in  his  native  county  and 
after  attaining  to  mature  years  removed  to  Morrow 
County,  Ohio,  where  he   engaged   in  farming,  but 
hoping  to  better  his  financial  condition  he  sold  his 
property    in    that   State   and     became    a   resident 
farmer  of  Indiana,  where  he  made  his  home  until 
18G8,  at  which  time  he  became  a  resident  of  Barry 
County.  Mich.     Immediately  after  his  arrival  he 
purchased  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  on 
section  2,  Carlton  Township.  This  was  covered  with 
a  heavy  growth  of  timber,  and  after  building  a  log 
cabin  he  at  once  began  its  improvement  and  cul- 
tivation.    One  after  another  the  sturdy  monarchs 
of  the  forest  fell  before  his  ax,  and  in  a  few  years 
where  was  once  dense  timber  waving  fields  of  grain 
were  seen.     His  cabin  home  was  replaced  by  an 
elegant  frame  residence  set  in  the  midst  of  a  beauti- 
ful grove,  a  fine    orchard    was    planted    and    the 
many  improvements  before  mentioned  were   made. 
As  a  helpmate  on    life's  journey  Mr.  Bachelder 
chose    Miss   Elizabeth  Haney,  daughter  of  Jacob 
Haney,  who  like   her  husband  had    nine  brothers 
and  sisters,  all  of  whom  reside  in  Michigan  except 
one  brother  and  sister  who  live  in  Huntington  and 
Ogle  Counties,  Ind.     Unto  them  have  been  born 
seven  chiidren?   five  of   whom  are  living:  Orange, 
the  eldest,  married  Miss  Emma  Jones,  and  resides 
in  Carlton  Township;  Bert  wedded    Mi§§  Jackson, 


of  Campbell  Township,  Ionia  County,  Mich.; 
Lorena  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Groff,  of  Ionia  County; 
Warren  and  Dessie  are  single  and  reside  at  home. 
In  addition  to  his  farm  in  Barry  County  Mr. 
Bachelder  owns  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Ionia 
County.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat  and  his  wife 
belongs  to  the  Progressive  Brethren  Church.  Their 
home  is  the  abode  of  hospitality  and  in  the  social 
world  they  rank  high,  their  friends  in  the  commu- 
nity being  many.  One  child,  D.  Talmage,  died 
when  five  years  old,  and  Maggie,  wife  of  John 
Groff,  died  when  twenty-one  years  old. 


ENRY  CLEVER  owns  a  valuable  farm 
in  Maple  Grove  Township,  Barry  County. 
It  consists  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
ij  on  section  2,  one  hundred  and  thirty-five 
of  which  are  under  cultivation,  producing  fine 
crops  and  affording  grazing  ground  for  many  do- 
mestic animals.  The  improvements  upon  the  place 
are  equal  to  any  in  the  township,  the  most  impor- 
tant being  a  commodious  brick  house  that  was 
built  in  1877,  and  a  large  bank  barn  put  up  in  1876. 
Mr.  Clever  has  been  located  here  since  the  spring 
of  1867,  when  he  drove  out  from  Ohio,  sending 
his  family  on  the  train,  and  bought  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  of  his  present  farm.  One  and 
one-half  acres  only  had  been  cleared  although  trees 
had  been  chopped  down  here  and  there,  and  a  one- 
story  frame  shanty,  16x20  feet,  constituted  the 
improvements.  At  that  time  there  were  but  two 
stores  in  Nashville  and  sportsmen  found  some 
deer  in  this  vicinity. 

Mr.  Clever  was  born  in  Richland  County,  Ohio, 
July  4,  1839,  and  is  a  son  of  John  Clever  who 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  whose  father  was  a 
farmer  there  and  lived  to  a  good  old  age.  John 
Clever  was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits  and 
when  he  went  to  Richland  County,  Ohio,  in  1833, 
he  began  clearing  land  which  he  developed  with 
the  aid  of  his  seven  sons.  He  had  but  $500  when 
he  made  the  removal,  but  in  due  time  he  became 
the  owner  of  some  four  hundred  acres  and  the 
manager  Of  e^tensjye    farm  interests,     He.    was  a 
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Republican  in  politics  and  a  member  of  the  Evan- 
gelical Church.  Although  a  hard-working  man  his 
habits  were  such  that  he  lived  to  the  age  of  seven- 
ty-four years. 

The  wife  of  John  Clever  was  born  in  Pennsyl- 
vania and  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Mary  Strick- 
ler.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Evangelical  Church, 
in  the  faith  of  which  she  died  at  the  age  of 
eighty-two  years,  in  the  year  1887.  She  bore  her 
husband  eleven  children,  ten  of  whom  grew  to 
maturity  and  nine  still  survive.  Her  father,  Con- 
rad Strickler,  was  a  native  of  the  Keystone  State, 
whence  he  went  to  Ohio  with  the  father  of  our 
subject.  He  was  a  weaver,  but  owned  a  farm  in 
his  native  State  and  located  on  one  in  Ohio.  He 
was  thrown  from  a  horse  and  injured  so  that  he 
could  not  continue  farm  work  and  he  then  took 
up  his  trade,  using  the  old-fashioned  loom.  He 
died  after  he  had  passed  the  eightieth  milestone  on 
life's  journey.  He  was  a  Whig  and  then  a  Re- 
publican in  politics.  On  both  sides  the  ancestry 
of  Mr.  Clever  was  German  and  his  father  could 
both  read  and  speak  the  language. 

Henry  Clever  grew  to  a  sturdy,  robust  man- 
hood on  the  parental  farm  in  the  work  of  which  he 
assisted  during  his  boyhood  and  youth.  He  was 
educated  in  the  district  school  and  had  to  go  two 
and  one-half  miles  to  the  sehoolhouse.  When  of 
age  he  began  his  personal  career  as  a  farmer  and 
two  years  later  began  running  a  water-power  saw- 
mill in  the  winter  and  a  threshing-machine  in  the 
summer,  continuing  to  busy  himself  thus  for  nine 
years.  He  owned  a  small  tract  of  land  which  he 
sold  prior  to  coming  to  Michigan.  Here  he  has 
pursued  his  work  with  energy  and  intelligence  and 
prospered  accordingly. 

The  wife  of  Mr.  Clever  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Sarah  Barry,  was  born  in  Richland  County, 
Ohio,  February  27,  1839,  and  was  united  to  our 
subject  in  1850.  She  is  a  notable  housekeeper,  a 
good  neighbor  and  very  thoughtful  of  the  com- 
fort of  her  family.  To  her  five  children  have  been 
born,  viz:  Daniel,  Mrs.  Ida  Barry,  Willie,  Mrs. 
Laura  Acket  and  Hattie.  All  are  living  but 
Daniel. 

In  April,  1864,  Mr.  Clever  entered  the  one  hun- 
dred days'  service  in  Company  C?  One  Hundred  and 


Sixty-third  Ohio  Infantry,  and  after  being  drilled  at 
Mansfield  went  to  Washington  and  took  his  place 
among  the  guards  at  Fts.  Reno,  Mansfield  and 
Pickens  in  turn.  The  command  was  then  sent  to 
the  front  to  build  pontoon  bridges  and  do  guard 
duty  and  took  part  in  a  skirmish  on  the  James, 
River  at  Bermuda  Hundred.  Mr.  Clever  was  dis- 
charged October  1,  1864.  He  belongs .  to  Post 
No.  82,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Nashville,  and  he  casts  his 
vote  with  the  Republicans.  He  has  been  School 
Director  for  three  years  but  has  not  otherwise 
been  in  public  service.  In  January,  1866,  he  met 
with  a  serious  accident,  having  his  leg  caught  in 
the  tumbling  rod  of  a  threshing-machine. 


^s  TIS  W.  PHILLIPS.  In  this  short  biograph- 
(|(  J  ical  sketch  we  can  only  give  a  few  of  the 
^^^  prominent  incidents  in  the  life  of  one  who 
has  for  twenty-five  years  been  known  throughout 
Brookfield  Township,  Eaton  County.  Mr.  Phillips, 
was  born  in  Oxford,  N.  Y.,  October  16,  1816,  and 
is  the  son  of  Elisha  Phillips,  a  native  of  England. 
When  his  father  emigrated  to  this  country  he  first 
settled  in  Massachusetts,  but  subsequently  removed 
to  Oxford,  N.  Y.,  while  still  a  young  man.  He 
remained  there  but  a  short  time,  following  the 
occupation  of  a  farmer  and  then  removed  to  Cayu- 
ga County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  sojourned  about  eleven 
years.  In  1832  he  removed  to  Wayne  County 
where  he  died  in  1837.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the 
War  of  1812.  But  little  is  known  beyond  the  fact 
that  the  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  probably  a 
resident  of  Massachusetts.  The  mother  died  when 
he  was  but  six  years  old,  and  he  also  has  four  sis- 
ters deceased.  His  father  remarried  and  had  five 
children  by  his  second  wife. 

Mr.  Phillips,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  received 
but  a  limited  education,  attending  a  subscription 
school  held  in  a  log  schoolhouse,  and  sitting;  on 
the  regulation  slab  seats  of  those  days.  His  father, 
was  heavily  in  debt  and  agreed  to  give  him  the 
small  place  if  he  would  settle  and  pay  all  debts 
that  were  honest.  Our  subject  accepted  the  terms.. 
The  homestead  only  cost  $ 4QQ  m  tUe  first  place? 
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but  there  was  at  this  time  a  $500  debt  upon  it,  the 
father  having  paid  all  except  $100.  Other  ac- 
counts increased  the  indebtedness  to  the  amount 
stated.  His  father  died  when  our  subject  was 
twenty-one  years  old.  He  industriously  worked  the 
farm  of  forty  acres,  and  succeeded  in  paying  every 
debt  contracted  by  the  father.  He  lived  on  the 
farm  for  five  years  and  for  some  time  after  this 
worked  out  by  the  month. 

In  1845  he  purchased  seventy  acres  iu  the  out- 
skirts of  the  town  of  Conquest,  N.  Y.,  and  resided 
there  about  three  years.  He  then  sold  this  place 
and  purchased  a  farm  in  Victory,  Cayuga  County, 
and  remained  upon  the  same  for  several  years. 
Prior  to  the  war  he  sold  that  place  and  removing 
to  Michigan  settled  in  Clarence  Township,  Cal- 
houn County.  He  finally  sold  the  property  bought 
here  and  returned  to  New  York  State.  During  the 
war  he  came  back  to  Michigan  and  purchased  his 
present  farm  where  he  has  since  resided.  He  was 
twice  married.  His  first  wife,  Olive  Starks,  a 
native  of  New  York,  to  whom  he  was  married  in 
1845,  died  June  25,  1855.  She  was  the  mother  of 
three  children:  George  enlisted  and  served  through 
the  late  war  in  a  New  York  regiment;  Mary  A.  is 
the  wife  of  Marvin  Falkner,  a  resident  of  Brook- 
field  Township;  Waiter  S.  is  engaged  in  farming 
in  this  township. 

Mr.  Phillips  was  again  married  March  12,  1856, 
to  Elinor  R.  Skinner.  Mrs.  Phillips  was  born  April 
20,  1827,  in  the  Empire  State.  She  was  the  mother 
of  five  children,  all  of  whom  survive  her,  she  hav- 
ing died  June  3,  1883,  at  the  age  of  fifty-five  years. 
During  the  greater  part  of  her  life  she  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The 
names  of  the  children  are:  Warren  B.,  born  Sep- 
tember 4,  1857;  John  W.,  November  29,  1859; 
Willis  H.,  September  3,  1861;  Amos  W.,  Septem- 
ber 13,  1863;  and  Olive  C  December  8,  1868. 
Our  subject  is  one  of  the  prominent  men  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  for  some  time 
has  filled  the  position  of  Superintendent  of  the 
Sunday-school.  He  is  the  owner  of  forty -one  acres 
of  fine  land,  besides  being  able  to  give  a  few  acres 
to  his  youngest  son.  In  1882  he  built  a  large, 
elegant  brick  house,  his  wife  dying  just  previous 
to  }t$  compleUonf     In  pontics  ]*fr?  Phillips  is  a 


Democrat.  He  is  a  very  tender-hearted  old  gen- 
tleman and  by  his  sincere  and  conscientious  up- 
rightness has  gained  the  good  will  and  enjoys  the 
respect  of  a  large  circle  of  friends,  who  will  be 
pleased  to  notice  his  portrait  on  another  page  of 
the  Album. 


-^s>> 


^^^t^^<^ 


MOS  KNIGHT,  M.  D.  The  calling  of  a 
physician  is  one  that  brings  into  play  as 
(S  many  of  the  powers  of  the  mind  and  body 
as  any  in  which  man  can  engage.  The  con- 
stant strain  upon  the  mental  faculties  and  nervous 
energy  can  scarcely  be  estimated  by  one  outside  a 
physician's  family  and  necessarily  requires  a  strong 
constitution  as  a  foundation.  The  city  of  Eaton 
Rapids,  Eaton  County,  is  the  home  of  a  number  of 
men  who  are  exerting  themselves  as  practitioners 
and  who  are  doing  a  grand  work  in  alleviating  suf- 
fering and  saving  life.  One  of  those  who  has  been 
thus  occupied  here  for  a  number  of  years  is  Dr. 
Knight,  of  whose  life  history  we  propose  to  give  a 
brief  outline.  He  was  born  in  Coshocton,  Ohio, 
March  11,  1835,  being  the  eldest  son  of  Benjamin 
P\  Knight  who  removed  to  Eaton  County,  Mich., 
when  Amos  was  but  a  year  old. 

After  obtaining  a  primary  education  young 
Knight  took  up  the  study  of  medicine  in  the  office 
of  Dr.  Dutton  and  in  1853  continued  his  literary 
studies  in  Albion  College.  The  war  broke  in  upon 
his  work  and  after  his  return  from  the  service  he 
worked  in  a  general  store  and  at  the  same  time  read 
medicine.  He  had  previously  taken  one  course  of 
lectures  at  Ann  Arbor  and  in  1867  he  took  a  sec- 
ond course.  The  following  year  he  practiced  in 
Clinton  County  until  fall,  when  he  entered  Charity 
Hospital  College,  now  Western  Reserve,  at  Cleve- 
land, Ohio,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  the 
spring  of  1869. 

Returning  to  Eaton  Rapids  Dr.  Knight  practiced 
a  twelvemonth  or  more,  but  not  being  satisfied  with 
his  theoretical  knowledge  he  entered  Rush  Medical 
College  in  Chicago,  and  received  a  second  diploma 
in  the  spring  of  1871.  Coming  again  to  Eaton 
Rapids  Dr,  Knight  took  up  his  professjona]  worfc 
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and  continued  it  until  the  fall  of  1874,  when  he 
went  to  New  York  City  and  spent  several  months 
in  attendance  at  the  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons.  In  the  spring  of  1875  he  once  more 
returned  to  Eaton  Rapids  and  here  he  has  been  ac- 
tively engaged  since  that  time. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  record  that  Dr. 
Knight  is  one  of  those  who  believe  that  knowledge 
is  always  to  be  gained,  and  that  the  completion  of 
a  particular  course  of  study  should  not  terminate 
one's  investigations.  As  a  member  of  various  so- 
cieties and  as  a  private  student,  he  is  on  the  alert 
to  inform  himself  regarding  the  discoveries  made 
by  others,  the  theories  advanced  by  them,  and  to 
prove  by  his  own  investigations  what  is  best  in 
medical  science.  He  belongs  to  the  Eaton  and  Barry 
County  Medical  Society,  of  which  he  is  President; 
State  Medical  Society.  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion and  the  Medical  Congress  of  £urope  and  the 
United  States.  He  is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  and  a 
Knight  of  Pythias,  being  now  Treasurer  of  the 
Pythian  Lodge.  Dr.  Knight  was  married  in  1872 
to  Miss  Henrietta  Allen,  a  native  of  Eaton  County 
and  they  have  one  child,  a   daughter,  Genevieve. 

We  would  do  but  scant  justice  to  the  character 
of  Dr.  Knight^  were  we  to  make  no  mention  of  his 
record  as  a  loyal  and  gallant  soldier.  He  enlisted 
in  1862  as  a  private  in  Company  D,  Fourth  Mich- 
igan Cavalry — the  regiment  which  captured  Jeffer- 
son Davis.  He  took  part  in  several  of  the  most 
famous  battles  of  the  war,  among  them  Perryville 
in  1862;  Stone  River  in  1863;  Murfreesboro  and 
Chickamauga  in  1864  and  Atlanta.  After  the  At- 
lanta campaign  the  cavalry  force  was  divided  and 
the  detachment  to  which  Dr.  Knight  belonged  re- 
turned to  Louisville,  Ky.,  where  it  was  remounted 
and  received  eleven  months'  pay.  It  was  then  sent 
to  Nashville  to  assist  Gen.  Thomas  in  his  operations 
against  Hood,  but  did  not  reach  the  city  until  after 
the  battle.  A  cavalry  corps  was  then  organized 
under  Gen.  Wilson  and  started  on  a  raid  through 
Tennessee,  Central  Alabama  and  Georgia,  bringing 
up  at  Macon,  Ga.  After  various  experiences  in  the 
way  of  skirmishes  and  dashes,  the  advance  guard  of 
the  body  met  Gen.  Cobb  with  a  flag  of  truce  and 
through  him  received  the  news  of  the  surrender  of 
Johnstpn,     Jn  the  meantime  they  had  learned  of 


Lincoln's  assassination  with  feelings  that  were  a 
strange  mixture  of  grief  and  indignation.  They 
went  into  camp  at  Macon  but  after  a  few  days  were 
sent  out  after  Jefferson  Davis,  whom  they  captured 
near  Erwinville,  May  10,  1865.  After  that  notor- 
ious man  was  taken  to  Washington,  the  force  re- 
turned to  Macon,  turned  over  their  horses  to  the 
Quartermaster  and  took  mules,  on  which  they  went 
to  Nashville  where  they  were  mustered  out  July  1, 
1865. 


*       WILLIAM  B.  VAN  ALLEN.     In  the  death 

\mI    °f  the  kte  Mr*  Van  Allen,  Eaton  Count3r 
WvJ     lost   an    honored  resident  who  had  been 

connected    with    her   progress   some    forty   years. 

During  the  greater  part  of  that  time   he  had  been 

located  in  Hamlin  Township  where,  through  energy 

and   perseverance   he  had   built  up  a  comfortable 

home,  placing  the  soil  of  his  estate  under  excellent 

cultivation   and   building   ample   accommodations 

for  stock  and  crops.     He  was  a  native  of  Cayuga 

County,  N.  Y.,  born  January  10,   1816,  and  was 

reared  under  favorable  auspices,  his  father  being  a 

man  of  considerable  means.     He  received  as  good 

an  education  as  the  schools  of  the  vicinitv  could 

furnish  and  became  well  qualified  to  take  his  part 

among  men  of  intelligence  and  push. 

Mr.  Van  Allen  came  West  in  1 844  and  selected 
Eaton  County  as  his  future  home.  He  settled  on 
section  34,  Tyler  Township,  where  in  the  midst  of 
an  uncultivated  region  he  started  a  farm.  A  few 
years  later  he  purchased  the  homestead  in  Hamlin 
Township,  and  there  he  continued  his  labors  with 
a  satisfactory  degree  of  success  until  he  was  called 
hence,  his  death  taking  place  July  7,  1884.  He 
kept  himself  well  informed  regarding  local  affairs, 
showed  a  genuine  interest  in  the  progress  of  the 
section,  and  was  likewise  well  posted  on  topics  of 
general  interest.  Politically  he  was  a  Democrat  of 
the  Jacksonian  type,  true  to  his  convictions  of 
Governmental  justice. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Daniel  and  Mary 
(Filkins)  Van  Allen,  natives  of  New  York,  who 
lived  in  Rensselaer  County  for  some  years  and 
thence  removed  to  Capgs  County,     f  heir  faraity 
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was  a  large  one,  comprising  eight  sons  and  four 
daughters,  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth  being  the 
subject  of  this  notice.  Of  the  others  we  make  the 
following  mention:  Daniel  D.,  a  minister  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  died  while  on  his  way 
to  California,  leaving  a  widow,  formerly  Miss 
Laura  Lawrence,  daughter  of  Judge  Lawrence,  of 
New  York;  George  W.  removed  from  his  native 
State  to  Pennsylvania  and  thence  to  Ionia,  Mich., 
in  1870  and  died  there  May  30,  1888;  Cicero  P. 
came  to  Hillsdale  County,  Mich.,  in  an  early  day, 
acquired  a'prominent  place  among  its  farmers,  and 
is  now  retired,  enjoying  the  comforts  of  life — his 
wife,  formerly  Margaret  Sutton,  is  now  deceased ; 
John  J.,  whose  present  home  is  in  Belvidere,  N.  J., 
married  Ann  Banghart;  Leonard  came  to  Michigan, 
but  after  living  here  a  number  of  years  returned 
to  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  taking  with  him  a  wife,  formerly 
Miss  Angeline  Cowan,  a  native  of  New  York; 
Jane  died  in  New  York  when  about  twenty  years 
of  age;  Ann  married  George  Van  Lew,  and  her 
home  is  in  Virginia;  Adeline,  now  deceased,  married 
Mr.  Wells,  whose  home  is  in  Iroquois  County,  111.; 
Henry  is  a  resident  of  Fond  du  Lac,  Wis.;  Darwin, 
who  married  Miss  Emily  Ellis,  died  in  New  York; 
Julia  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Fox,  and  their  home  is 
in  Kansas. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  sketch  was  mar- 
ried in  1839  to  Miss  Charity  Cowan,  an  estimable 
lady,  who  was  born  in  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  Feb- 
ruary 21,  1820.  The  union  was  blest  by  the  birth 
of  six  children,  but  three  died  in  infancy:  Jane, 
who  lived  to  be  but  twenty -one  years  old,  married 
William  Webber,  who  fought  during  the  late  war; 
Martha  is  living  in  Hamlin  Township,  she  being 
the  wife  of  Albert  Clegg;  D.  D.  occupies  the  old 
homestead,  and  is  continuing  the  work  begun  the**e 
by  his  father  and  following  in  his  footsteps  in 
social  and  political  matters.  He  is  a  young  man  of 
more  than  ordinary  ability,  progressive,  and  am- 
bitious to  excel  in  his  calling  and  stand  well  among 
his  fellows. 

D.  D.  Van  Allen  is  a  native  of  Eaton  County 
and  is  thoroughly  in  sympathy  with  its  various 
interests.  He.was  born  January  31,  1855,  and  has 
therefore  witnessed  considerable  progress  here.  He 
wag  wejl  educate^   jn   the   district  seh9ol§,  which 


afford  excellent  advantages  to  all  who  desire  to 
learn.  He  was  married  November  15,  1881,  to 
Miss  Emma  L.  Post,  a  daughter  of  Wesley  and 
Harriet  (Loveland)  Post,  natives  of  Ohio,  who  are 
now  living  in  Brookfield  Township,  Eaton  County. 
Mr.  Post  served  during  the  Civil  War  and  has  an 
honorable  record  as  a  Union  soldier.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Van  Allen  have  one  living  child,  Mildred,  a 
bright  little  maiden  three  years  of  age.  Their 
first-born,  a  son,  Floyd,  was  killed  by  a  kick  from 
a  horse. 


ILLIAM  H.  WALKER  is  prosperously 
pursuing  his  calling  as  a  farmer  in  Brook- 
field  Township,  Eaton  County,  where  he  is 
held  in  high  esteem  for  his  good  citizenship.  For 
twenty-four  years  he  has  identified  himself  with 
the  interests  of  the  county.  He  is  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  born  March  5,  1834,  in  Beaver 
County.  His  father,  Robert  Walker,  a  native  of 
Maryland,  was  born  December  27,  1782,  emigrated 
to  Pennsylvania  when  quite  a  young  man  and  en- 
gaged in  the  hotel  business  at  Darlington.  This 
he  continued  for  seventeen  years.  In  1836  he  came 
west  to  Trumbull  County,  Ohio,  and  purchased 
three  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Warren  Township, 
on  which  he  located.  He  improved  an  old  water 
mill  which  had  been  built  three  years  before,  and 
ran  this  mdl  during  a  period  of  thirteen  years,  and 
manufactured  a  great  amount  of  lumber.  The 
logs  were  rafted  in  and  after  the  lumber  was  cut 
it  was  carried  on  rafts  down  the  Mahoning  River 
into  the  Ohio,  owners  inspecting  the  rafts  at  var- 
ious points. 

Robert  Walker  sold  out  in  1849  and  in  company 
with  a  party  of  gentlemen  started  for  Wisconsin, 
where  they  contemplated  locating.  The  steamer 
they  boarded  became  disabled  and  almost  sank 
before  they  reached  Milwaukee.  Discouraged  at 
this  mishap  the  party  returned  and  purchased  a 
tract  of  eighty  acres  each  near  Upper  Sandusky, 
Wyandotte  County,  Ohio.  His  three  elder  sons 
settled  in  this  locality,  but  the  eldest  soon  took 
sick  and  died  and  the  others  returned  to  Trumbull 
County,  where  the  father  was  Jiving.  Subsequently 
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the  father  purchased  a  farm  in  Braeeville,  where  he 
lived  until  his  death  which  occurred  in  1868.  He 
was  Justice  of  the  Peace  at  Racine  for  several 
years  and  was  universally  liked  and  respected  by 
a  large  circle  of  acquaintances.  He  was  remem- 
bered kindly  for  his  hospitality  when  he  kept  an 
inn  in  Pennsylvania,  where  many  a  weary  traveler 
found  lodging.  For  many  years  he  was  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  was  a  sin- 
cere Christian,  and  was  one  of  whom  it  might  be 
said,  <khe  would  rather  be  right  than  be  President." 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  Abbie  Griswold,  was 
born  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  in  1793.  She  died  at 
Braceville,  Ohio,  July  11,  1862,  aged  sixty-nine 
years.  From  her  youth  up  she  was  a  devoted 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  She 
was  the  mother  of  nine  children,  three  of  whom 
are  now  living.  The  father  was  remarried  in  1865 
to  Miss  Catherine  Cooper. 

Mr.  Walker,  our  subject,  was  the  youngest  in  a 
family  of  nine  children,  and  his  early  days  were 
passed  on  a  farm.  He  received  but  a  limited  edu- 
cation, attending  school  only  a  short  time  before 
the  age  of  seventeen.  He  remained  at  home  until 
of  age,  and  in  1855  he  entered  the  service  of  the 
Hudson  Bay  Fur  Company  and  traveled  over 
the  Western  Reserve  in  Ohio,  buying  all  kinds  of 
hides  and  furs  for  the  firm.  During  the  summer 
season  he  drove  stock  for  cattle  firms.  The  stock 
was  driven  East  and  usually  sold  either  for  beef  or 
disposed  of  to  speculators. 

In  1859  he  crossed  the  plains  to  Pike's  Peak,  and 
went  from  Leavenworth  over  the  Smoky  Hills 
route.  He  remained  there  during  one  season  and 
then  returned  by  way  of  the  Platte  River.  During 
his  stay  in  the  mining  country  he  collected  some 
fine  specimens  of  gold  ore,  which  he  preserves  with 
great  care  and  delights  in  exhibiting.  Subse- 
quently he  conducted  his  father's  farm,  which  he 
managed  well  and  profitably.  On  July  4,  1861,  he 
.  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  Oswald,  who  was  born 
in  Liberty,  Trumbull  County,  Ohio,  in  1838.  He 
removed  to  Eaton  County  in  1866,  and  on  Novem- 
ber 1.7  he  purchased  his  present  farm  and  located 
on  it.  This  land  was  only  partially  improved,  but 
he  has  succeeded  in  bringing  it  to  a  state  of  cul- 
tivation.     He    brought    his    family    from    Ohio 


through  by  wagon,  but  shipped  his  goods.  When 
he  reached  Sylvania,  Ohio,  near  Toledo,  be  met 
with  a  serious  accident,  having  both  bones  in  his 
right  leg  broken  by  the  kick  of  a  horse.  This 
delayed  them  there  for  forty  days.  He  was  obliged 
to  go  on  crutches  for  a  year  after.  Mr.  Walker  and 
his  wife  have  been  blessed  with  six  children:  Nora 
A.,  Roma  M.,  Mary  C,  Millie  A.,  Sadie  K.  and 
Loie  M.  The  son  has  made  good  use  of  his  edu- 
cational opportunities,  and  attended  the  High 
School  at  Springport,  the  college  at  Albion  and 
one  term  at  Valparaiso,  Ind.  Some  of  the  older 
children  have  attended  Olivet  College. 

Mr.  Walker  owns  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  of  good 
land  on  which  he  has  a  house  nicely  located.  He 
takes  an  especial  pride  in  his  home  and  his  family. 
The  annual  reunion  of  the  Walker  family  has  been 
held  the  first  Thursday  in  October  every  year  for 
eight  years  past.  Every  fall  Mr.  Walker  joins  a 
hunting  party  and  goes  on  a  trip  to  the  northern 
part  of  the  State.  He  and  his  wife  are  both  mem- 
bers of  the  Evangelical  Association.  His  fellow- 
citizens  recognizing  his  ability  and  superior  busi- 
ness qualifications,  have  each  year  sent  him  as 
delegate  to  some  of  the  conventions.  Politically 
he  casts  his  vote  and  influence  on  the  side  of  the 
Republican  party.  Mr.  Walker  is  a  man  of  more 
than  ordinary  intelligence  with  enlightened  views 
on  various  subjects,  and  brains  and  business  tact 
combined  with  steady  industry  have  brought  him 
to  the  front. 


#^ 


OSCAR  MATTHEWS,  who  is  engaged  in 
j  farming  and  stock-raising  on  section  5i 
„  ,  Hastings  Township,  Barry  County,  where  he 
owns  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  was 
born  in  Dearborn  County,  Ind.,  January  18,  1836, 
and  is  the  eldest  in  a  family  of  ten  children,  all  of 
whom  are  living  with  the  exception  of  one  brother 
who  died  in  Northern  Indiana.  Their  father, 
Allen  Matthews,  was  a  native  of  Maine,  born  about 
1810.  On  leaving  the  East  he  removed  to  Ken*- 
tucky  and  thence  made  his  way  to  Dearborn 
County,  Ind.,  where  he  resided  until  1844,  when 
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he  became  a  resident  of  St.  Joseph  County,  Ind. 
On  his  emigration  to  Michigan  he  settled  in  Irving 
Township,  where  he  was  honored  with  the  office  of 
Supervisor  for  three  terms  and  also  held  the  posi- 
tion of  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  three  terms.  He  was 
a  shoemaker  by  trade  and  in  connection  with  that 
occupation  carried  on  farming. 

The  first  eight  years  of  his  life  Oscar  Matthews 
spent  in  the  county  of  his  nativity  and  then  accom- 
panied his  parents  on  their  removal  to  St.  Joseph 
County,  Ind.,  where  he  acquired  his  education  and 
was  reared  to  manhood.     His  residence  in  Michi- 
gan covers  a  period  of  twenty-six  years  and  has 
been  an  era  of  prosperity  to  him.     He  began  life 
without  capital  save  a  young  man's  bright  hope  of 
the  future,  and  is  now  numbered  among  the  sub- 
stantial citizens  of  this  community  as  the  result  of 
his  own   thrift  and   enterprise,  supplemented  by 
good   business  ability.     He  became  owner  of  one 
hundred   and   sixty   acres   of   land   on  section  5, 
Hastings  Township,  only  eighteen  acres  of  which 
had  been  cleared,  and  from  the  unbroken  land  he 
has  developed  an  excellent  farm.     He  also  went  to 
Minnesota  and  in  that  State  made  a  claim  which  he 
has  since  sold.     He  now  engages  quite  extensively 
in  the  raising  of  good  grades  of  stock,  making  a 
specialty  of  cattle  and  hogs,  and  this  branch  of  his 
business  adds  materially  to  his  income. 

On  the  4th  of  December,  1857,  in  Edwardsburg, 
Mich.,   Mr.   Matthews  led  to  the   marriage  altar 
Miss   Diana   Hutchinson,   the  wedding  ceremony 
being  performed  by  the  Rev.  De Witt  Hewitt.    The 
lady  is  a  native  of  Lincolnshire,  England,  and  a 
daughter  of  John  H.  and  Jane  (Cook)  Hutchinson. 
Her  father,  who  was  also  born  in  England,  married 
Jane  Cook,  daughter  of  John  Cook.     They  became 
parents  of   twelve  children,  four  sons  and    eight 
daughters,  of  whom  Mrs.  Matthews  is  the  fifth  in 
order  of  birth,  and  all  are  living  at  this  writing. 
The  father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  fol- 
lowed that  business  throughout  his  entire  life.     He 
emigrated   to  New  York  and  his   death  occurred 
some  years  ago.     Unto   Mr.  and   Mrs.   Matthews 
were  born  ten  children,  nine  of  whom  are  yet  liv- 
ing:    John  married  Dora  Kennedy,  daughter  of 
M.   Kennedy,   a   prominent    farmer  of    Hastings 
Township;  Alcie  Etta  is  the  wife  of  Paul  Bump,  a 


resident  of  Hastings  Township;  Wallace  B.,  Flora 
Myrtle,  Lewis  J.  and  Lillie  May  (twins),  Minnie 
Belle,  Evalena  and  James  R.  are  still  at  home. 

While  residing  in  Irving  Township  Mr.  Matthews 
held  the  office  of  Township  Treasurer  for  one  year 
and  for  three  years  has  been  Supervisor  of  Hastings 
Township.  He  also  filled  the  office  of  Justice  of 
the  Peace  for  one  year,  has  been  Pathmaster  and 
School  Director,  and  the  duties  of  the  various  offi- 
cial positions  which  he  has  filled  he  discharged  with 
a  promptness  and  fidelity  which  won  him  the  con- 
fidence of  all  concerned.  Socially  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Patrons  of  Industry  and  was  Vice-President 
of  that  organization  for  a  time,  and  in  1890  was 
elected  Coroner  of  Barry  County. 


fyU.  ON.  HIRAM  M.  ALLEN.     The  most  con- 
spicuous figure  in  the  southwestern  part  of 


Eaton  County  is  the  above-named  gentle- 
man, who  is  always  to  be  found  giving  his 
countenance  and  support  to  that  which  pertains  to 
the  improvement  of  this  section  and  the  advance- 
ment of  its  people.  So  straightforward  has  been 
his  life,  so  honorable  his  dealings  with  all,  and  so 
marked  his  interest  in  and  energetic  his  work  for 
the  best  that  life  affords,  that  even  his  political  oppo- 
nents have  nothing  to  say  against  him,  but  on  all 
sides  his  praise  resounds.  He  deals  in  real  estate,  the 
seat  of  his  business  being  Bellevue,  where  he  has 
two  hundred  and  sixty -five  acres,  partly  within  the 
corporation.  It  is  thoroughly  improved  and  well 
stocked,  Merino  sheep  being  made  a  specialty  of, 
and  improved  varieties  of  grain  being  raised. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Allen  is  a  direct  descendant  of 
Ira  Allen,  whose  brother  Ethan  is  a  well-known 
historical  figure  of  America.  They  were  of  En- 
glish descent  and  went  from  Connecticut  to  Ver- 
mont, being  among  its  early  settlers.  Ira  Allen 
founded  the  town  of  Irasburg,  and  a  township  was 
given  him  by  the  Government  for  his  services.  He 
afterward  served  as  Minister  to  some  foreign  coun- 
try. In  the  second  generation  below  him  was  Dr. 
Elihu  Allen,  a  prominent  physician  of  the  Green 
Mountain  State  and  Surgeon  in  the  War  of  1812. 
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In  the  family  of  this  gentleman  was  a  son,  Solon, 
who  was  born  in  Chittenden  County,  Vt.,  in  1802, 
and  left  his  native  State  in  the  spring  of  1830  to 
establish  a  home  in  Michigan.  He  located  at 
Tecumseh,  Lenawee  County,  cleared  a  farm  and 
lived  thereon  some  five  years,  then  removed  to 
Marshall,  Calhoun  County,  by  teams.  He  entered 
land  in  that  township  and  cleared  eighty  acres,  to 
which  he  subsequently  added  another  tract  of  equal 
size.  He  was  a  prominent  Whig  until  after  the 
formation  of  the  Republican  party,  when  he  gave 
his  allegiance  to  the  new  body.  He  filled  the 
township  offices  and  ordered  his  life  by  high  princi- 
ples. He  was  a  member  of  the  Universalist  Church. 
His  death  took  place  in  1 880. 

The  widow  of  Solon  Allen  was  known  in  her 
maidenhood  as  Miss  Laura  Murray  and  was  born 
in  Wiiliston,  Vt.,  in  April,  1805.  She  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Curtis  Murray,  a  native  of  New  Hampshire, 
who  gave  his  attention  to  farming,  was  successful 
and  well-to-do.  His  father  in  turn  was  Beriah 
Murray,  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  who  was  of 
Scotch  descent.  Mrs.  Allen  is  living  with  her  son, 
our  subject,  who  is  the  only  survivor  of  the  eight 
children  born  to  her.  Her  religious  faith  is  practi- 
cally that  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

In  Tecumseh,  Lenawee  County,  November  16, 
1834,  Hiram  M.  Allen  was  born.  He  came  to  Cal- 
houn County  when  but  a  babe  and  passed  bis  child- 
hood and  youth  on  a  farm  there,  turning  his  hand 
to  the  work  of  clearing  and  tilling  the  soil  as  soon 
as  he  was  old  enough.  He  attended  the  rate  bill 
school  until  he  was  sixteen  years  old,  and  about  a 
year  later  began  teaching,  a  profession  that  he  fol- 
lowed ten  winters  in  Calhoun  and  Eaton  Counties. 
In  1856  he  went  to  Central  Iowa  and  taught  in 
Mahaska  County  near  Oskaloosa.  In  the  spring  of 
1857  he  went  to  Kansas,  where  he  traveled  on  foot 
somewhat,  but  did  not  remain  long,  as  the  border 
troubles  endangered  property  and  life. 

Returning  to  Marshall,  Mr.  Allen  located  upon  a 
forty-acre  farm  that  he  had  bought  in  Convis 
Township  in  1855.  In  1860  he  purchased  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  in  Bellevue  Township,  Eaton 
County,  and  upon  it  put  seventeen  years  of  hard 
work.  He  then  sold  it  and  bought  that  upon 
which  he  is  now  living,  the  tract  at  that  time  con- 


sisting of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  in  and  ad- 
joining Bellevue.  Here  he  engaged  in  farming  and 
stock-raising.  He  keeps  eight  head  of  standard 
roadsters  and  draft  horses,  and  about  the  ordinary 
number  of  cattle  and  swine,  together  with  large 
flocks  of  sheep.  He  gives  considerable  attention  to 
the  raising  of  clover,  for  which  his  land  is  well 
adapted,  as  it  is  also  for  grain,  the  soil  having  a 
lime-rock  foundation.  Mr.  Allen  has  added  to  his 
original  acreage  here,  and  has  sold  off  in  town  lots 
a  considerable  part  of  his  first  purchase. 

The  fine  residence  of  Mr.  Allen  was  erected  in 
1877.  It  is  one  of  the  largest  in  or  near  Bellevue 
and  was  designed  by  himself.  It  is  supplied  with 
all  the  luxuries  of  life,  furnished  in  good  taste 
throughout,  and  the  library  is  well  filled  with  the 
best  books  and  current  literature.  This  evidence 
of  culture  and  desire  for  self- improvement  is  per- 
fectly in  keeping  with  the  feelings  of  both  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Allen.  The  latter  was  formerly  Miss  Mary 
L.  Hewitt  and  had  a  fine  reputation  as  a  teacher, 
she  having  begun  the  work  of  pedagogy  when  six- 
teen years  old.  She  was  born  in  Byron,  Genesee 
County,  N.  Y.,  January  15,  1837,  and  is  the  third 
child  of  Joseph  and  Eliza  (Jennison)  Hewitt.  Her 
father,  and  her  grandfather,  Amos  Hewitt,  were 
natives  of  Connecticut,  whence  they  went  to  New 
York.  There  Grandfather  Hewitt  died,  and  his 
son  followed  farming  until  1846  when  he  came  to 
Calhoun  County,  Mich.  He  spent  eighteen  months 
in  Marshall,  then  established  his  home  in  the  town- 
ship, where  he  died  in  1873.  The  mother  of  Mrs. 
Allen  was  born  in  Clarendon,  N.  Y.,  and  died  in 
Marshall  in  1865.  Her  father,  William  F.  Jennison, 
was  a  New  England  farmer  who  became  a  pioneer 
of  Clarendon  County,  N.  Y. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allen  took  place 
in  Marshall  Township,  Calhoun  County,  March  21, 
1860.  To  them  have  been  born  three  children — 
Florence  E.,  Frank  S.  and  a  babe  who  died  un- 
named at  the  age  of  three  months.  The  daughter 
is  highly  cultured  and  accomplished.  She  spent 
five  years  at  Olivet  College,  after  which  she  com- 
pleted the  classical  course  in  the  college  at  Oberlin, 
Ohio,  from  which  she  was  graduated  with  honors  in 
1885.  She  taught  languages  in  the  Greenville 
(Mich.)  High  School  three  years,  since  which  time 
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she  has  been  with  her  parents.  She  gives  private 
lessons  in  the  languages,  music  and  elocution.  The 
son  of  our  subject  is  also  well  educated  and  is  a 
graduate  of  Parsons  Business  College  at  Kalama- 
zoo. 

The  title  bj*  which  Mr.  Alien  is  known  came  to 
him  through  his  representation  of  his  district  in  the 
State  Legislature  of  1887.  He  served  on  different 
committees  and  brought  to  bear  upon  every  bill 
presented  to  the  house  the  power  of  his  keen  mind 
and  honesty  of  purpose.  In  the  fall  of  1890  he 
was  nominated  for  State  Senator  without  his  knowl- 
edge, but  failed  of  the  election  by  a  few  votes,  on 
account  of  the  political  landslide  that  struck  the 
State.  He  has  held  township  offices  and  is  now 
President  of  the  Town  Board.  While  in  the  Legis- 
lature he  had  the  city  incorporated  under  a  new 
law,  and  alter  being  a  Trustee  for  years  he  is  now 
serving  his  first  term  as  President.  At  this  writing 
he  is  administrator  of  three  estates  and  there  is 
scarcely  a  year  in  which  he  has  not  more  or  less 
work  of  this  kind  to  do.  Interested  in  all  public 
improvements,  he  was  given  supervision  of  the  new 
sehoolhOuse  while  it  was  building,  and  he  supports 
all  the  churches  in  the  place.  He  is  a  Republican, 
stanch  and  true,  and  has  been  a  delegate  to  every 
county  convention  for  eighteen  years  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  County  Central  Committee  fourteen 
years. 


-^tp- 


eORNELIUS  SEGER  is  well  known  to  many 
residents  of  Eaton  Rapids  as  he  has  been  con- 
nected with  the  business  affairs  of  the  place 
since  1875.  He  is  a  Baden  German  by  birth,  a  Swiss 
by  descent,  and  an  American  by  training  and  natu- 
ralization. He  was  born  in  the  Black  Forest  of 
Baden,  Germany,  July  3,  1832,  and  was  but  a  child 
when  his  parents  emigrated  to  the  United  States. 
Dominicus  and  Catherine  (Bidler)  Seger  stopped  in 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  went  thence  to  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
and  after  sojourning  there  a  year,  set  up  their  home 
in  Fulton,  on  the  Ohio  Canal.  In  that  town  Mrs. 
Seger  died  leaving  one  child,  he  of  whom  we  write. 
The  widowed   father  subsequently  married  Cath- 


erine Kersmahizer,  who  bore  him  three  children — 
-Alonzo,  a  resident  of  Ithaca,  Mich.;  Rebecca,  wife 
of  Jacob  Moore,  residing  in  Con  vis  Township,  Cal- 
houn County;  and  Amanda,  who  died  unmarried. 
The  father  died  in  Calhoun  County,  this  State,  in 
1860.     He  was  first  a  Whig  and  then  a  Republican. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  these  par- 
agraphs was  educated  in  the  schools  of  his  adopted 
country  in  both  the  German  and  English  languages 
and  well  equipped  for  the  carrying  on  of  the  com- 
mercial transactions  that  lay  before  him.  After 
gaining  man's  estate  he  took  a  wife  and  set  up  a 
home  of  his  own  in  Calhoun  County,  this  State,  his 
dwelling  being  a  rude  log  cabin  and  his  first  bed- 
stead made  of  poles  cut  from  the  surrounding  for- 
est. Young  Seger  cleared  and  developed  forty 
acres  of  land,  he  and  his  helpmate  planning  and 
toiling  with  unfaltering  cheerfulness  and  perse- 
verance until  their  home  was  supplied  with  the 
comforts  of  life. 

From  their  first  location  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Seger  went 
to  Homer,  and  in  1870  removed  to  Franklin  County, 
Kan.,  which  was  their  home  four  years.  Thence 
they  returned  to  this  State  and  in  1875  established 
themselves  in  Eaton  Rapids.  In  1862,  the  needs 
of  the  nation  led  Mr.  Seger  to  lay  aside  the  imple- 
ments of  peace  and  take  up  those  of  the  warrior. 
He  enlisted  in  the  Twenty  fifth  Michigan  Infantry, 
was  attached  to  Company  A,  and  mustered  in  at 
Kalamazoo  where  the  regiment  camped  three  weeks. 
After  being  sent  to  Louisville,  Ky.,  they  did  pro- 
vost duty  and  there  Mr.  Seger  was  taken  sick  with 
a  fever  that  terminated  in  rheumatism  from  which 
he  still  surfers.  He  was  sent  to  the  hospital,  then 
to  one  in  Jefferson ville,  Ind.,  and  finally  discharged 
January  7,  1863. 

The  estimable  woman  to  whom  Mr.  Seger  was 
married  in  1853,  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Rhoda 
French,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Marion  French,  who 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  came  to  Huron 
County,  this  State,  among  its  early  settlers.  Our 
subject  and  his  wife  have  six  children — Marvin  D., 
George  F.,  Charles  M.,  May,  Jennie  L.,  and  Oldis 
J.  Marvin  married  Arabella  Norris  and  has  three 
children — Arthur,  Eve  and  Hazel.  His  home  is  in 
Calhoun  County;  George  wedded  Jane  Spear,  but 
has  no  children.     He  is  a  peddler  living  in  Eaton 
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Rapids;  Charles  married  Nellie  Kelley  and  has  one 
daughter,  Grace.  He  lives  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  is  telegraph  editor  of  the  Union  Press  Associa- 
tion; Ma}'  is  the  wife  of  Edson  Pickett,  of  p]aton 
Rapids,  and  they  have  a  daughter,  Maud. 

Mr.  Seger  voted  the  Democratic  ticket  until  the 
year  of  President  Cleveland's  election,  since  which 
time  he  has  been  a  Republican.  He  keeps  well 
informed  in  regard  to  events  that  are  transpiring 
in  the  world  at  large,  and  especially  those  of 
National  and  local  interest.  Mrs.  Seger  is  a  mem- 
ber in  good  standing  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  the  daughter  belongs  to  the  Baptist. 
The  family  holds  a  position  of  credit  in  the  com- 
munity, and  their  friends  are  numerous. 


^^5^^^^^ 


ETER  HOCKENBERRY,  who  has  been  so 
well  prospered  as  a  farmer  that  he  accumu- 
lated a  comfortable  property  and  is  now  liv- 
ing in  retirement  at  Charlotte,  is  classed 
among  the  pioneers  of  Eaton  County,  whose  active 
work  in  developing  its  agricultural  resources  has 
so  material^  contributed  to  i's  welfare.  Born 
October  30,  1808,  our  subject  is  a  native  of  Sussex 
County,  N.  J.  Jacob  Hockenberry,  his  father,  was 
also  born  in  New  Jersey,  and  was  married  in  that 
State  to  Miss  Sarah  Crandelmeyer,  who  was  likewise 
of  New  Jersey  birth,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Peter 
Crandelmeyer.  From  their  native  State  the  par- 
ents of  our  subject  removed  to  Maryland,  and 
thence  to  Ohio,  where  they  spent  their  last  years 
amid  the  pioneer  scenes  of  Washington  County. 

Our  subject  was  but  a  boy  when  the  family  set- 
tled in  Allegsny  County,  Md.,  where  he. grew  to  a 
vigorous  manhood.  He  learned  the  trade  of  a 
millwright  in  his  youth  and  followed  it  in  that 
State  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  old,  and  then 
engaged  in  the  same  calling  in  Ohio  the  ensuing 
two  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  returned  to 
his  native  State,  and  carried  on  carpentering  there. 
We  next  hear  of  him  in  Genesee  County,  N.  Y., 
where  he  was  similarly  engaged  until  1844.  In 
that  year  he  made  a  new  start  in  life,  and  identified 


himself  with  the  pioneer  farmers  of  this  part  of 
Michigan.  Accompanied  by  his  wife  and  two 
children,  he  came  hither  by  the  most  expeditious 
route  at  that  time,  traveling  by  Erie  Canal  to 
Buffalo,  by  lake  to  Detroit,  from  there  by  rail  to 
Marshall,  and  thence  with  a  team  to  Eaton  County. 
The  pioneers  who  had  preceded  him  to  this  section 
of  the  country  had  made  but  little  headway  in  the 
vast  wilderness,  which  was  indeed  but  sparsely  set- 
tled, and  deer,  bears,  and  other  wild  animals  were 
still  plentiful. 

After  his  arrival  here  Mr.  Hockenberry  pur- 
chased some  land  in  what  is  now  Walton  Township. 
Forty  acres  of  his  homestead  were  cleared,  and  a 
log  house  afforded  convenient  shelter  for  his  family 
until  he  replaced  it  by  a  more  commodious  resi- 
dence. He  at  once  commenced  to  make  further 
improvements  on  the  place,  and  in  time  had  one 
of  the  best  developed  farms  in  the  vicinity,  which 
he  adorned  with  a  neat  and  substantial  set  of  frame 
buildings.  He  had  to  work  under  the  difficulties 
that  usually  accompany  the  life  of  a  farmer  in  a 
newly  settled  country,  where  there  are  no  railways 
or  other  conveniences  of  modern  times,  and  where 
the  markets  are  distant,  and  only  to  be  reached  by 
traveling  over  rough  roads,  Marshall  being  the 
nearest  point  where  he  could  dispose  of  his  grain 
and  stock.  Our  subject,  however,  labored  with 
good  courage  and  constant  devotion  to  his  duties, 
and  so  overcame  every  obstacle  in  his  pathway  to 
fortune,  that  he  was  enabled  to  increase  the  area  of 
his  farm  by  further  purchase,  and  in  time  had  ac- 
quired sufficient  means  to  place  himself  far  above 
want.  As  the  shadows  of  a  long  life  lengthened 
toward  sunset,  he  retired  from  the  management 
of  his  farm  in  1885  to  his  present  home  at 
Charlotte. 

Our  subject  has  been  twice  married.  His  first 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Ruth  Wickham,  died 
on  the  home  farm  in  Walton  Township.  She  had 
left  a  comfortable  home  to  follow  her  husband's 
fortunes  in  what  was  then  considered  the  "Wild 
West,"  faithfully  shared  the  hardships  known  only 
to  pioneers,  and  helped  him  in  the  upbuilding  of 
their  new  home.  She  was  the  mother  of  two  sons 
who  survive  her:  Martin,  who  married  Mary  Caz- 
well;  and  Clinton,  who  married  Mary  Huey. 
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Mr.  Hoekenberry  was  married  a  second  time  in 
1865,  Mrs.  Jane  (Mabee)  Gilbert  becoming  his 
wife.  Mrs.  Hoekenberry  was  born  in  Delaware 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  is  a  daughter  of  John  Mabee, 
who  is  supposed  to  have  been  a  native  of  the  same 
State.  His  father,  who  bore  the  same  name  as 
himself,  moved  from  New  Jersey  to  New  York 
during  some  period  of  his  life,  and  died  in  the 
latter  State.  Mrs.  Hoekenberry 's  father  learned 
the  trade  of  a  blacksmith  in  his  youth,  and  though 
he  owned  a  farm  in  Delaware  County,  he  devoted 
the  most  of  his  time  to  his  trade.  In  1828  he  re- 
moved to  Tompkins  County,  where  he  carried  on 
blacksmithing  until  his  demise.  The  maiden  name 
of  his  wife  was  Catherine  Brock. 

Mrs.  Hoekenberry  was  first  married  to  Samuel 
Gilbert,  who  was  a  native  of  the  same  county  in 
New  York  as  herself.  They  resided  in  the  Empire 
State  until  1840,  when  they  came  to  Michigan  to 
cast  in  their  lot  with  the  pioneers  of  Eaton  County, 
and  were  among  the  first  to  settle  in  what  is  now 
Benton  Township.  Mr.  Gilbert's  means  were  limited 
at  the  time,  but  he  purchased  a  tract  of  timber  land 
and  entered  heartily  into  the  work  that  lay  before 
him  in  clearing  and  placing  under  cultivation  a 
farm.  He  first  built  a  log  shanty,  which  he  after- 
ward replaced  by  a  log  cabin,  with  an  earth  and 
stick  chimney  and  a  large  fireplace,  before  which 
Mrs.  Hoekenberry  cooked  all  their  food.  She  used 
also  to  spin  and  weave,  and  dressed  her  children  in 
homespun.  Mr.  Gilbert  improved  quite  a  tract  of 
his  land,  but  his  useful  career  was  cut  short  by  his 
death  in  1860.  By  her  marriage  with  him  Mrs. 
Hoekenberry  became  the  mother  of  six  children. 
Her  daughter  Cornelia  married  Nathan  Newell; 
Susan  married  Bradley  Rose,  and  Ellen  married 
Charles  Murdock.  The  sons,  George,  John  and 
Eugene,  are  farmers  in  Benton  Township. 

This  record  of  the  life  of  Mr.  Hoekenberry  shows 
that  he  has  acquitted  himself  well  in  his  labors  as  a 
shrewd,  sagacious,  practical  farmer,  and  we  may 
add  that  he  has  also  done  his  duty  as  a  man  and  as 
a  citizen,  acting  honestly  and  fairly  in  his  dealings 
with  others,  and  doing  whatsoever  he  could  to  ad- 
vance his  adopted  township.  He  is  accorded  a  full 
meed  of  respect  by  his  neighbors  an.l  f needs.  Mr. 
Hoekenberry  has  smong  his  descendants  two  great- 


grandchildren named  Carroll  Allen  and  Hazel 
Hoekenberry,  of  whom  he  is  justly  proud.  Politi- 
cally he  is  a  Democrat. 

We  invite  the  reader's  attention  to  the  litho- 
graphic portraits  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hoekenberry 
presented  on  another  page  of  this  volume. 


<|  jMLLIAM  D.  BR AINERD.  This  prominent 
\j2JI  business  man  of  Eaton  Rapids,  is  engaged 
]^yff  in  the  sale  of  drugs  and  is  prosecuting  a 
successful  career  as  a  dealer,  and  honorably  dis- 
charging his  duties  as  a  citizen.  He  has  filled  the 
Mayor's  chair  and  in  public  life  did  what  he  could 
to  improve  the  condition  of  the  place,  while  in  his 
private  capacity  he  has  always  been  found  ready  to 
give  his  influence  and  material  assistance  to  that 
which  was  best  for  the  people.  He  is  a  well-edu- 
cated man  upon  whom  good  advantages  were  be- 
stowed in  his  boyhood  and  youth,  apd  in  worldly 
affairs  he  is  pushing,  yet  prudent. 

The  birthplace  of  Mr.  Brainerd  was  Green 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  his  parents,  Abner  H.  and  Cor- 
nelia M.  Brainerd.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Rebellion  he  was  roused  to  enthusiasm  in  behalf 
of  the  old  flag  and  August  30,  1861,  be  volunteered, 
enlisting  in  the  Sixth  Michigan  Infantry.  The 
regiment  was  sent  to  Baltimore,  Md.,  where  it  re- 
mained during  the  winter  and  in  the  spring  took 
part  in  Butler's  expedition  to  Ship  Island.  The 
boys  were  present  at  the  capture  of  New  Orleans 
and  thence  went  to  Vicksburg,  returning  from  that 
point  to  Baton  Rouge,  where  they  remained  until 
after  the  battle — August  5,  1 862.  For  meritorious 
service  Mr.  Brainerd  was  commissioned  as  Second 
Lieutenant. 

The  regiment  returned  to  New  Orleans,  where 
the  winter  was  spent.  In  the  spring  of  1864  they 
went  to  Berwick  Bay,  where  they  destroyed  a  gun- 
boat and  whence  they  returned  to  the  Southern 
metropolis,  later  taking  part  in  the  battle  of  Port 
Hudson.  Here  again,  meritorious  conduct  won  a 
promotion,  and  as  First  Lieutenant  Mr.  Brainerd 
continued  his  service.  The  next  heavy  engagement 
in  which  the  regiment  took  part  was  at  Fts.  Gaines 
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eHARLES  J.  WARNER  who  was  born  on 
the  21st  of  June,  1856,  on  a  farm  on  sec- 
tion 23,  in  the  town  of  Vermontville,  Eaton 
County,  which  throughout  his  entire  life  has  been 
his  home.  His  parents,  William  W.  and  Harriet  N. 
(Bascom)  Warner,  who  were  natives  of  Sudbury, 
Vt.,  came  to  this  county  about  1837  with  the  Ver- 
mont Colony  who  founded   the  town  of  Vermont- 


and  Morgan,  the  bombardment  of  which  will  never 
be  forgotten  by  our  subject.  The  air  was  full  of 
flying  shells  and  the  scene  was  one  of  awful  mag- 
nificence. After  that  engagement  the  regiment  did 
garrison  duty  until  the  close  of  the  war  and  was 
then  mustered  out  at  Jackson,  Mich. 

After  his  return  to  Eaton  Rapids,  Lieut.  Brainerd 
embarked  in  the  grocery  business,  which  he  car- 
ried on  with  gratifying  success  for  a  number  of 
years.  In  1885  he  went  to  Wichita  County,  Kan., 
and  in  October  located  what  was  known  as  Coro- 
nado.  A  town  company  was  organized  with  an 
ample  capital,  the  officers  being:  John  W.  Knabb, 
President;  W.  D.  Brainerd,  Secretary;  George  W. 
Robinson,  Treasurer;  and  William  D.  Weiler,  As- 
sistant Secretary  and  General  Manager.  The  first 
building  done  by  the  company  was  the  construction 
of  the  Hotel  Vendome,  a  commodious  hostelry,  by 
erecting  which  they  demonstrated  their  faith  in  the 
future  of  their  young  city. 

In  1886  Mr.  Brainerd  was  commissioned  by  Gov. 
J.  A.  Martin,  Census  Taker  of  Wichita  County, 
and  he  was  also  one  of  the  first  County  Commis- 
sioners and  was  Cashier  of  the  Wichita  County 
Bank.  In  Eaton  Rapids  he  has  held  various  local 
offices,  among  them  the  honorable  position  of 
Mayor.  Politically,  he  is  a  stanch  Democrat.  He 
is  identified  with  a  Grand  Army  Post  and  is  a  Knight 
Templar.  His  pleasant  home  is  presided  over  by 
the  lady  who  became  his  wife  in  January  1865, 
prior  to  which  time  she  was  known  as  Miss  Susan 
A.  Hamlin.  The  union  has  been  blessed  by  the 
birth  of  four  children,  named  respectively:  Elida, 
Frank  J.,  Effie,  and  Fred  D.  The  elder  daughter 
is  now  the  wife  of  William  E.  Hale, 


415 


ville  and  also  gave  the  same  name  to  the  township. 
They  settled  on  a  farm  in  this  neighborhood  which 
soon  afterward    they   disposed    of,  purchasing  the 
farm  on  which  our  subject  now  resides   and  which 
continued  to  be  their  home  the  remainder  of  their 
lives.     The  original  purchase  comprised  forty  acres 
on  section   23,    to    which   Mr.    Warner   afterward 
added  an  eighty-acre  tract   lying   just   across   the 
road  on  section  14.     It  was  all    heavily  timbered, 
but  he  was  a  man   of   great  energy,  industry  and 
perseverance  and  he  at  once  began  its  development, 
succeeding  in  placing  one   hundred   acres   under  a 
high  state  of   cultivation.     Although   he    had  no 
capital  with  which  to  begin  life  on    the   Western 
frontier,  hard  work  and  a  determination  to  succeed 
overcame  the  obstacles  in  his  path  and    he  steadily 
mounted  the  ladder  of  success,  at  length  becoming 
a  prosperous  citizen.     In  connection  with  his  home 
farm  he  owned  an  additional  two  hundred  acre  tract 
of  land.     He  was  a  Republican  but  took  no  active 
part  in  political  affairs,  preferring  to  give  his  time 
and  attention  to  his  business  interests.     Both  him- 
self and  wife  were  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church   and  lived  consistent  Christian   lives.     Mr. 
Warner  was  noted  for  his  benevolence  and  charity. 
Remembering  his  own    struggles  against    poverty, 
his  sympathies  were   always  enlisted    in  behalf   of 
those  worse  off  than  himself  and  he  gave  expression 
to  them  by  substantial  aid.  Always  ready  to  extend 
a  helping  hand  to   the  poor  and    needy,  there  are 
many  in  the   county  to-day  who  bless    his  memory 
for  the  timely  assistance  he  rendered  them  in  their 
hour   of    need.     His   death   occurred    in    October, 
1 880,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years  and  was  mourned 
by  a  large  circle   of  warm    friends.     His  wife  sur- 
vived him  until  December,  1890,   when  she  passed 
away  at    the    age  of   sixty-nine    years.     Of    their 
eleven  children,  ten  grew  to  maturity:  Horace  B. ; 
Joseph  E.   died    when  eight  years  old;  Mary  A., 
Emma,  Asa,  Sarah  E.,  Charles  J.,  Ella  N.,  William 
W.,  Harriet  N.  and  Luna  A. 

His  infancy,  childhood,  mature  years  and  in  all 
probability  old  age,  Mr.  Warner  will  have  passed 
on  the  homestead  farm.  He  attended  the  district 
schools  of  the  neighborhood,  was  instructed  by 
private  tutors  and  by  much  reading,  varied  study 
and  close  observation,  he    has    become   a    well-in- 
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formed  man  who  can  eonrerse  readily  and  intelli- 
gently on  all  subject?  of  general  interest.  The  prop- 
erty of  his  father  has  never  been  divided  and  he 
retains  the  management  of  the  old  farm,  the  neat 
and  thrifty  appearance  of  which  speaks  of  the  pro- 
gressive, practical  and  enterprising  views  of  him 
who  has  it  in  charge.  He  has  also  engaged  to  a 
considerable  extent  in  stock-raising,  which  branch 
of  his  business  has  been  attended  with  a  good  de- 
gree of  success.  Socially,  Mr.  Warner  is  a  member 
of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen  in  Ver- 
montville,  and  in  politics  is  a  Republican. 

On  the  14th  of  October,  1881,  in  the  town  of 
Vermontville,  the  marriage  of  Charles  J.  Warner 
and  Frances  L.  Fox  was  celebrated.  The  lady  was 
born  in  Williams  County,  Ohio,  November  17, 
1856,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Perry  and  Ann  R. 
(Lemraon)  Fox,  who  were  natives  of  New  York, 
and  from  Ohio  came  to  Michigan,  locating  in  Ver- 
montville Township,  Eaton  County,  in  1865.  Mrs. 
Fox  is  now  deceased,  but  the  father  is  still  living 
on  the  farm  which  he  first  purchased.  The  union  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Warner  is  blessed  by  one  child, 
Frederick  A.,  now  a  lad  of  nine  years.  They  are 
both  members  of  the  Congregational  Church  of 
Vermontville,  and  are  representatives' of  honored 
pioneer  families  of  this  community. 


jEUBEN  H.  LARABEE,  a  wealthy  farmer 
residing  on  section  7,  Baltimore  Township, 
Barry  County,  was  born  in  Ashtabula 
\§j)  County,  Ohio,  October  4,  1836,  and  is  de- 
scended from  good  old  Revolutionarj-  stock.  His 
maternal  great-grandfather,  Nathan  Good  well,  who 
was  born  in  1750,  served  in  the  War  for  Indepen- 
dence as  a  valiant  soldier  of  the  Colonial  army  and 
died  in  1851,  at  the  extreme  old  age  of  one  hun- 
dred and  one  years.  The  father  of  our  subject, 
John  D.  Larabee,  was  born  in  Orleans  County,  N. 
Y.,  in  1807,  and  there  resided  until  after  his  mar- 
riage. He  wedded  Miss  Nancy  Goodwell,  who  was 
born  in  1810,  and  with  his  young  wife  started  for 
the  West.  They  began  their  domestic  life  in  Ash- 
tabula  County,    Ohio,    where   they   resided    until 


1836,  which  }rear  witnessed  their  arrival  in  Michi- 
gan. In  Monroe  County  Mr.  Larabee  purchased 
a  farm  of  fifty-six  acres  and  in  a  few  years  ex- 
tended its  boundaries  by  the  purchase  of  a  fifty- 
two-acre  tract.  It  was  a  French  settlement  in 
which  he  located  and  the  land  was  platted  in  a  very 
peculiar  manner,  it  being  arranged  so  that  every 
citizen  could  have  an  outlet  to  the  stream  which 
ran  through  the  neighborhood.  A  worthy  pioneer, 
he  did  not  a  little  for  the  advancement  and  up- 
building of  the  community  in  which  he  made  his 
home.  His  death  occurred  on  April  16,  1865,  two 
days  after  the  assassination  of  President  Lincoln. 

When  our  subject  was  only  five  weeks  old  his 
parents  started  for  Michigan,  and  hence  we  may 
say  that  his  entire  life  has  been  spent  in' this  State. 
He  was  a  lad  of  fourteen  years  when  he  became  a 
resident  of  Barry  County,  where  his  education  was 
completed  in  the  district  schools.  The  days  of  his 
boyhood  and  youth  were  spent  in  a  manner  similar 
to  that  of  all  farmer  lads  who  are  reared  on  the 
frontier.  After  he  had  entered  upon  a  business 
career  he  went  into  the  lumber  regions  of  the  State 
where  he  remained  for  twelve  years  carrying  on  an 
extensive  business.  He  employed  on  an  average 
thirty*  men  the  year  around,  and  by  careful 
management,  the  exercise  of  good  business  ability 
and  fair  and  honest  dealing  he  accumulated  a  snug 
fortune.  He  then  returned  to  Barry  County  and 
for  a  number  of  years  resided  in  Hope  Township, 
removing  from  thence  to  Baltimore  Township  in 
1887,  when  he  purchased  his  present  farm. 

Mrs.  Larabee  was  in  her  maidenhood  Miss  Sarah 
A.  Kelley.  Her  father,  John  Kelley,  was  born  in 
Westmoreland  County,  Pa.,  December  13,  1807, 
and  is  numbered  among  the  honored  pioneers  of 
Barry  County,  having  located  in  Barry  Township 
in  1849.  He  purchased  eighty  acres  of  Govern- 
ment land,  upon  which  he  built  a  log  cabin  and 
began  the  development  of  a  farm.  He  married 
Hannah  Walker,  who  was  born  May  3,  1811,  and 
who  died  March  9,  1891,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years. 
The  death  of  Mr.  Kelley  occurred  on  February  6, 
1886,  at  the  age  of  seventy -nine  years.  A  large 
concourse  of  friends  attended  the  obsequies,  which 
were  conducted  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bass.  Uncle 
John  Kelley,  as  he  was  usually  called,  was  a  life- 
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long  Democrat  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kelley  were  the 
parents  of  twelve  children,  five  sons  and  seven 
daughters,  six  of  whom  are  now  living.  They  are 
married,  the  daughters  to  Robert  MeElwain  and 
Thomas  Pennock,  of  Hickory  Corners,  and  Reuben 
Larabee,  of  Hope.  The  sons  are :  Robert,  of  Hast- 
ings; Jackson,  of  Barry;  and  Jefferson,  of  Johns- 
town ;  all  of  them  are  well  settled  in  life.  They 
have  done  all  they  could  to  ameliorate  the  suffer- 
ings of  an  aged  parent. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Larabee  have  been  born  but 
one  child,  Addie  A.,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Homer 
Bewell,  a  resident  of  Kalamazoo  County,  Mich. 
The  members  of  this  family  hold  a  high  position  in 
the  social  world,  and  the  Larabee  household  is  the 
abode  of  hospitality.  Socially  our  subject  is  a 
Master  Mason,  belonging  to  the  lodge  at  Hastings, 
and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Patrons  of  Industry, 
as  is  his  wife.  In  politics  fie  is  a  stanch  supporter 
of  the  Democrac3r  and  served  as  Treasurer  while 
residing  in  Hope  Township.  He  has  twice  been 
sent  as  delegate  to  the  State  conventions  of  his 
party  which  convened  in  Grand  Rapids  and  Sagi- 
naw, and  has  been  chosen  to  represent  his  township 
at  every  county  convention  for  the  past  five  3Tears. 
He  deserves  no  little  credit  for  his  success  in  busi- 
ness life,  as  to  his  own  unaided  efforts  may  be  attrib- 
uted his  prosperity.  He  now  owns  one  of  the  best 
farms  in  Baltimore  Township  and  has  a  sufficient 
competence  to  keep  him  through  the  declining 
years  of  his  life.  Mrs.  Larabee  is  a  member  of  the 
Protestant  Methodist  Church  and  the  Missionary 
Society. 


3€ 
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ffi_  ON.  GEORGE  Y.  COWAN.  Among  the 
^N  pioneers  of  1836  is  numbered  the  Hon. 
George  Cowan  who  came  to  Eaton  County 
^  in  the  strength  of  his  early  manhood  and 
here  built  up  a  home.  Comparatively  few  are  per- 
mitted to  be  eye  witnesses  of  the  wonderful  changes 
that  have  taken  place  during  the  past  fifty  years 
in  this  once  trackless  wilderness.  But  among  those 
who  have  not  only  seen  but  participated  in  the 
events  which  have  brought  about  these  changes  i§ 


our  subject,  now  a  resident  of  Eaton  Rapids,  spend- 
ing his  declining  years  in  peace  and  surcease  from 
toil.  The  title  he  bears  was  earned  by  faithful 
service  in  the  legislative  halls  of  the  State  and  may 
well  be  considered  his  due,  also  as  descriptive  of 
his  personal  character. 

Mr.  Cowan  was  born  in  Scipio,  Cayuga  County, 
N.  Y.,  December  23,  1811,  and  is  a  son  of  Thomas 
and  Charity  (Hinman)  Cowan.  His  father  was 
born  in  Ireland  and  came  to  America  when  about 
fifteen  years  old.  In  the  Empire  State  he  married, 
his  bride  being  a  native  of  Connecticut.  Mrs. 
Cowan  died  in  New  York  in  1816  and  Mr.  Cowan 
subsequently  married  Sally  Russell,  to  whom  twelve 
children  were  born.  Of  the  first  marriage  there 
were  five  children  who  lived  to  maturity :  Mary 
Ann,  who  married  Thompson  E.  Kenyon  and 
moved  to  Eaton  County  about  1839,  where  both 
died;  William,  now  deceased,  who  married  Clarissa 
Mattison  and  also  settled  in  Eaton  County;  John 
W.,  deceased,  whose  wife  was  formerly  Julia 
Weber;  Thomas  H.,  a  resident  of  Eaton  County, 
whose  wife  was  formerly  Miss  Sarah  Snider;  and 
the  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this  sketch.  The 
children  of  the  second  marriage  are:  Allen,  Char- 
ity, Angeline,  Adeline,  Philinda,  Charles,  Daphne, 
Sally  A.,  Lucinda,  Jane,  Clark  and  Leonard.  Mr. 
Cowan,  the  father,  voted  with  the  Whig  party  and 
was  a  life-long  member  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
as  was  his  wife. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  notice  was  edu- 
cated in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  coun(v 
and  in  Cazenovia  Seminary  and,  like  his  father 
before  him,  has  kept  well  informed  regarding 
events  that  are  transpiring.  In  1836  he  located 
land  in  Eaton  County,  and  the  following  spring 
began  his  efforts  to  make  thereon  a  good  home. 
He  has  two  hundred  and  eighty-seven  acres  of  land 
which  he  reclaimed  from  its  primitive  condition 
and  made  into  a  fruitful  and  attractive  property. 
He  made  the  farm  his  home  until  1868,  when  he 
removed  to  Eaton  Rapids  and  retired  from  active 
agricultural  life,  although  he  has  not  ceased  inter- 
esting himself  in  matters  pertaining  thereto  and  in 
the  good  of  the  people. 

February  10,  1840,  Mr.  Cowan  was  married  to 
Mi§9  Narcissa  Webber,  daughter  of  florace  anc? 
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Mehitable  (Miller)  Webber,  and  a  native  of  Chau- 
tauqua County,  N.  Y.,  where  she  was  born  October 
30,  1807.  To  them  has  been  born  a  son,  Chester 
II.,  who  received  a  thorough  business  education 
and  is  nowT  a  book-keeper  in  Lansing;  he  married 
Miss  Emma  Brooks,  of  Eaton  Rapids. 

In  his  early  manhood  Mr.  Cowan  was  a  Whig, 
and  when  the  Republican  party  was  organized  he 
cast  in  his  influence  with  the  new  body,  being  op- 
posed to  the  extension  of  slavery  into  the  Terri- 
tories. He  assisted  in  the  organization  of  Eaton 
Rapids  Township  and  was  made  Assessor  of  this 
part  of  the  county  before  it  was  sub-divided.  He 
served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  three  terms  and 
acted  as  School  Inspector,  always  taking  a  deep 
interest  in  educational  affairs.  He  gave  $500  to- 
wards the  erection  of  Albion  College.  In  1862  he 
was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature  and  was  in  his 
seat  during  the  special  term  of  1863.  Many  years 
ago  he  was  appointed  Associate  Judge,  but  ere  long 
the  circuit  court  was  established  and  the  office  he 
held  was  done  away  with.  He  and  his  wife  have 
been  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
for  many  years  and  he  has  been  Class-Leader  three 
decades. 


ft_^  ARRY  T.  McGRATH,  who  is  recognized 
Ijl  as  one  of  the  finest  job  printers  in  Cen- 
tral Michigan,  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
^  Perry  &  McGrath,  proprietors  of  the  Char- 
lotte Tribune,  of  which  he  is  city  editor  and  has 
entire  charge  of  the  mechanical  department  of  the 
paper.  He  has  already  attained  an  honorable 
position  in  his  profession  and  is  well  known  and 
popular  in  social  circles.  Mr.  McGrath  was  born 
August  15,  1863,  at  Cousecon,  Prince  Edward 
County,  Province  cf  Ontario,  Canada. 

Our  subject's  father,  Morris  McGrath,  was  a  na- 
tive of  New  Jersey  and  of  Scotch  antecedents.  He 
grew  to  manhood  in  the  State  of  his  birth,  and  re- 
ceiving a  good  education,  early  became  a  teacher. 
After  following  his  profession  in  New  Jersey  some 
years  he  went  to  Canada  and  engaged  in  the  gro- 
cery business  in  Prince  |5dtyar(|  County  during  the 


remainder  of  his  active  life,  dying  there  at  a  ripe 
age  in  1866.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was 
Maggie  Nix  and  she  was  a  native  of  Prince  Ed- 
ward County.  Her  father,  Peter  Nix,  was  born  in 
New  Jersey.  He  became  a  pioneer  of  Prince  Ed- 
ward County  where  he  cleared  a  farm  from  the 
wilderness  four  miles  from  Cousecon.  He  died  in 
December,  1889,  in  the  same  county  at  the  vener- 
able age  of  ninety  years.  The  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject now  resides  at  Charlotte.  She  has  reared 
three  children  whose  names  are  J.  Garry,  Fred  H. 
and  Harry  T. 

The  latter  of  these,  the  subject  of  this  biog- 
raphy, was  seven  years  old  when  he  came  to 
Charlotte,  Eaton  County,  with  his  mother.  He 
gained  an  excellent  education  in  the  city  schools, 
and  at  fifteen  years  of  age  entered  the  office  of  the 
Port  Huron  Journal  to  learn  printing.  He  worked 
there  two  years,  and  then  on  account  of  ill-health 
sought  outdoor  employment.  One  year  later  he 
became  a  typesetter  in  the  office  of  the  Charlotte 
Leader,  was  finally  promoted  to  be  foreman  of  the 
office,  as  he  became  very  proficient  in  his  art,  and 
at  length  was  made  city  editor  of  the  paper.  He 
was  connected  with  that  publication  until  1888, 
when  he  bought  the  Mt.  Pleasant  Democrat,  which 
he  edited  one  year  and  then  sold. 

After  he  had  disposed  of  the  Democrat  Mr.  Mc- 
Grath started  to  visit  Washington,  D.  C.  He  went 
by  the  way  of  Johnstown,  Pa.,  and  arrrived  in  that 
city  at  10  o'clock  A.  M.,  May  30,  1889,  on  the 
very  day  of  the  fatal  inundation  that  laid  that 
busy,  thriving  place  in  ruins  and  carried  with  it 
such  wide-spread  devastation  and  desolation.  Our 
subject  was  in  the  first  section  of  the  ill-fated 
express  which  had  reached  the  city  five  and  one- 
half  hours  before  the  bursting  of  the  dam,  and 
when  the  waters  from  the  reservoir  came  surging 
down  on  the  train  he  and  others  of  his  fellow- 
passengers  escaped  to  the  mountains  when  the 
alarm  was  given,  and  from  a  safe  place  witnessed 
the  terrible  spectacle  of  the*  destruction  of  the 
town.  He  remained  in  Johnstown  one  week  and 
then  made  his  way  across  the  country  about  one 
hundred  miles,  and  from  that  point  proceeded  to 
his  original  destination.  He  remained  at  the  Na- 
tJQnaj    Capital    until  August,   of    th.e    saine  year 
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and  in  that  month,  returning  to  Charlotte,  bought 
an  interest  in  the  Charlotte  Tribune  with  Mr. 
Perry,  and  has  ever  since  been  city  editor  of  the 
paper.  He  has  entire  charge  of  the  job  printing, 
he  and  his  partner  doing  a  large  business  in  that 
line. 

December  17,  1884,  is  the  date  of  the  marriage 
of  Mr.  McGrath  to  Miss  Eleanor  Jackson,  a  na- 
tive of  Hamburg,  Mich.,  and  a  daughter  of  Andrew 
and  Cynthia  Jackson.  Their  pleasant  wedded  life 
has  brought  them  two  children.  Our  subject  is  a 
man  of  high  personal  character,  who  brings  fine 
mental  endowments  to  his  work,  as  well  as  con- 
siderable mechanical  genius.  His  many  pleasant 
social  attributes  make  him  well  liked  among  his 
numerous  friends  and  associates,  his  wife  shar- 
ing the  general  esteem  in  which  he  is  held.  So- 
cially he  is  identified  with  Charlotte  Lodge,  No. 
50,  K.  of  P.;  Uniformed  Rank  of  K.  P.;  and  Char- 
lotte Tent,  No.  15,  K.  O.  T.  M.  In  politics  the 
Tribune  is  Republican. 


W  LOYD  C.  FEIGHNER  is  the  editor  of  the 
I  (®  Woodland  Nev:s,  a  weekly  paper  published 
JLj^  |n  Woodland.  He  was  born  in  Nashville, 
Barry  County,  Mich.,  August  26,  1867,  and  with 
his  parents  removed  to  Hastings,  the  county  seat, 
when  three  years  old.  He  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  of  that  place  and  entered  upon  his 
business  career  at  the  early  age  of  thirteen  years, 
when  he  secured  a  position  as  clerk  in  the  drug 
store  of  W.  J.  and  L.  L.  Holloway,  with  whom  he 
remained  a  year  and  a  half.  He  then  went  north 
and  spent  three  years  in  the  lumber  mills  of  Mus- 
kegon, Mich.  He  began  learning  the  trade  of  a 
printer  in  the  Journal  office  at  Hastings,  this  State, 
in  February,  1 885,  and  in  a  year  and  a  half  had  risen 
to  the  position  of  foreman,  which  he  occupied  for 
a  year,  making  his  service  in  that  office  of  two  years 
and  a  half  duration. 

In  August,  1887,  Mr.  Feighner  crossed  to 
the  western  side  of  the  Mississippi  and  for  ten 
months  was  employed  on  the  staff  of  the  Council 
fluffs  Nonpariel,  after  which  he  worked   for  t{irep 


months  in  the  office  of  the  Omaha  Bee  of  Omaha, 
Neb.  He  spent  nearly  two  years  in  the  West  work- 
ing at  his  trade  and  then  returned  to  Nashville  in 
February,  1889,  and  assumed  the  foremanship  of 
the  Nashville  News,  of  which  his  brother  was  and 
still  is  editor  and  proprietor.  He  there  remained 
until  October  of  the  same  year  when  he  came  to 
Woodland.  An  interesting  event  in  the  Jife  of  Mr. 
Feighner  occurred  on  the  11th  of  November,  1890, 
when  he  was  joined  in  wedlock  with  Miss  Bertha  J. 
Putnam,  who  was  born  in  Hillsdale  County,  Mich., 
March  17,  1870,  and  is  a  daughter  of  L.  S.  Putnam 
of  the  firm  of  Putnam  Bros.,  of  Nashville.  The 
lady  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
and  in  social  circles  both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Feighner 
are  held  in  high  regard. 

On  coming  to  Woodland  in  October,  1889,  our 
subject  took  charge  of  the  News,  which  was  estab- 
lished by  his  brother  on  the  15th  of  that  month. 
He  conducted  it  as  manager  for  his  brother  for 
about  a  year  and  then  became  owner.  The  office 
is  "well  fitted  up  with  new  material,  a  good  line  of 
job  type,  new  presses,  etc.,  and  Mr.  Feighner  has 
reason  to  feel  assured  of  its  success.  The  paper  is 
a  neat,  five-column  quarto,  bright  and  newsy  and 
has  a  constantly  increasing  circulation,  its  patrons 
being  among  the  best  people  of  the  county.  He  is 
a  Republican  but  does  not  bring  politics  into  prom- 
inence in  the  Woodland  News.  Socially,  he  is  a 
member  of  the  I.  O.  of  F.,  being  Chief  Ranger  of 
Lodge,  No.  698,  and  also  belongs  to  Ivy  Lodge, 
No.  37,  K.  of  P.  of  Nashville,  and  the  Typograph- 
ical Union,  No.  203,  of  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa.  He 
is  the  present  Township  Clerk  of  Woodland.  His 
business  brings  him  in  contact  with  many  people 
and  he  easily  wins  the  confidence  and  regard  of 
those  with  whom  he  is  associated. 


* 


fipOHN  CLARK  SHERMAN.  It  is  conceded 
to  be  one  of  the  most  difficult  things  known 
to  the  business  world,  to  establish  a  local 
paper  on  a  paying  basis.  It  requires  more 
patience,  perseverance  and  tact  than  almost  any 
Other  calling.     Few  there  are  who  properly  under- 
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stand  the  trials  that  beset  the  thorny  path  of  the 
county  editor,  who  is  expected  to  issue  a  paper  that 
will  compare  in  everyway  with  the  dailies  of  the 
large  cities.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  can  prop- 
erly appreciate  these  remarks  as  he  has  for  some 
years  been  the  senior  of  the  firm  of  Holt  &  Sherman, 
who  publish  a  family  newspaper — the  Vermont- 
ville  Echo,  that  finds  its  way  into  many  a  house- 
hold and  is  a  fair  specimen  of  its  kind. 

Mr.  Sherman  was  born  in  Fairfield,  Franklin 
County,  Vt.,  October  6,  1833,  and  his  parents, 
John  and  Persia  (Wright)  Sherman,  were  natives 
of  Connecticut.  They  spent  their  lives  in  Fair- 
field, Vt.  Our  subject  was  the  youngest  in  a  family 
of  eight  children.  He  passed  his  youth  in  Fairfield 
on  a  farm,  attending  school  during  the  winter  and 
farming  through  the  summer  months.  His  educa- 
tion was  supplemented  by  attendance  at  Bakersfield 
Academy  and  at  Barre,  Vt.,  in  the  latter  institution 
being  under  the  tutorship  of  J.  S.  Spalding.  His 
teacher  in  mathematics  was  Anson  Burlingame, 
who  was  afterward  Minister  to  China  and  effected 
a  Chinese  treaty. 

When  twenty  years  of  age  he  of  whom  we  write 
thought  to  try  his  fortunes  in  the  West,  and  emi- 
grated to  Eaton  County,  where  he  purchased  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  raw  land,  all  of  which 
was  heavily  timbered,  and  which  was  located  in 
the  town 'of  Brookfield.  This  he  cleared  and  im- 
proved and  still  hns  in  his  possession.  He  worked 
the  farm  until  1887,  when  he  came  to  Vermontville 
and  engaged  in  the  office  of  the  Echo.  He  has 
been  an  able  writer  for  the  press  for  fifteen  years, 
and  has  won  quite  a  reputation  as  a  writer  of  both 
prose  and  poetry  under  the  nom  de  plume  of  "Jon- 
athan Green."  He  has  been  the  recipient  of  public 
honors  from  his  fellow-citizens,  who  have  recog- 
nized his  superior  business  tact  and  other  fine  busi- 
ness qualifications  and  have  often  called  him  to 
assist  in  the  administration  of  public  affairs.  In 
politics  he  is  a  stanch  Republican  and  his  influence 
is  used  to  advance  the  cause  of  his  party.  He  cast 
his  first  vote  for  John  C.  Fremont.  Religiously  he 
is  a  Unitarian  in  belief  but  is  not  connected  with 
any  congregation.  Socially  he  is  a  Mason,  having 
taken  the  Master's  degree. 

The  lady  who  became  the  wife  of  Mr,  Sherman, 


bore  the  maiden  name  of  Miss  Jane  Boyce  and 
their  marriage  was  solemnized  March  4,  1855.  Mrs. 
Sherman  has  borne  her  husband  four  children — 
Fred  C,  James  E.,  Julian  B.  and  Arthur  M.  Mrs. 
Sherman  was  a  woman  of  fine  character  and  good 
Christian  principles;  she  died  in  April,  1861.  In 
1863  our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mrs. 
Nellie  M.  Holt,  of  Lansing,  and  by  this  marriage 
has  become  the  father  of  three  children — Clarence 
A.,  Halbert  E.  and  Henry  B.  The  usual  amount 
of  praise  and  fault  finding  has  been  measured  out 
to  Mr.  Sherman  as  an  editor,  but  his  character  as  a 
man  of  honor,  integrity  and  public  spirit  has  never 
been  questioned.  The  Echo  is  a  sound  family  paper, 
well  supplied  with  solid  and  useful  information  and 
enjo3rs  a  circulation  of  nine  hundred. 


eHRISTIAN  E.  HAEFNER,  a  carriage  and 
wagon  manufacturer,  is  one  of  the  leading 
citizens  of  Charlotte,  Eaton  County,  and  is 
widely  known  and  respected.  He  is  a  native  of 
Germany,  born  at  Dettingen,  Kirchheim,  Wurtem- 
burof,  January  24,  1833,  a  son  of  Gottfried  Haef- 
ner,  who  was  born  at  Reuningen,  Reonberg,  province 
of  Wurtemburg.  He  was  a  teacher  by  profession, 
and  spent  his  entire  life  in  the  German  Fatherland. 
Our  subject  was  the  only  member  of  the  family 
who  came  to  America.  He  was  given  an  excellent 
education  in  the  schools  of  his  native  country, 
which  he  attended  steadily  until  he  was  nineteen 
years  old.  He  was  fitted  for  a  teacher,  and  at  that 
age  entered  upon  his  professional  life,  continuing 
to  teach  in  the  land  of  his  birth  until  1855.  In 
that  year,  ambitious  to  see  more  of  the  world  and 
to  make  more  of  his  life  than  he  could  amid  his 
old  environments,  he  determined  to  migrate  to 
these  shores,  and  in  the  spring  of  that  year  he  set 
sail  from  Havre  de  Grace,  and  in  due  time  landed 
at  New  York  City.  He  came  directly  to  Marshall, 
Mich.,  and  his  first  employment  in  this  State  of  his 
adoption  was  on  a  farm,  where  he  worked  six 
months.  After  that  he  went  to  Cass  County  and 
purchased  a  farm  on  which  he  resided  until  1860. 
Selling  that  place,  then,  he  came  to  Eaton   County 
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and  bought  a  farm  three  miles  from  Charlotte, 
which  he  still  owns. 

Our  subject  was  not  altogether  successful  as  a 
farmer,  so  in  1862  he  rented  his  farm,  and  going  to 
Marshall,  entered  the  employ  of  the  Michigan 
Central  Railway  Company.  A  year  later  he  gave 
up  his  position  with  that  company  and  began  work 
at  the  trade  of  a  carriage  and  wagonmaker.  After 
a  while  he  became  proficient  at  his  new  vocation, 
thoroughly  mastering  its  every  detail,  and  he 
opened  a  shop  to  engage  in  the  manufacture  of 
wagons  and  carriages  on  his  own  account.  He 
carried  on  his  trade  at  Marshall  until  1871,  when 
he  came  to  Charlotte  and  established  himself  here 
as  a  carriage  manufacturer,  and  has  continued  in 
business  in  that  place  ever  since.  He  has  been  emi- 
nently prospered  and  has  an  extensive  manufactory, 
from  which  he  derives  a  substantial  income  that 
places  him  among  the  moneyed  men  of  Charlotte.  He 
stands  well  in  financial  circles,  and  as  he  conducts 
his  interests  after  the  most  honorable  methods,  his 
credit  is  of  the  best,  and  he  is  trusted  and  esteemed 
wherever  known.  Our  subject  was  reared  in  the 
Lutheran  Church,  was  confirmed  when  fourteen 
years  of  age,  and  has  always  been  true  to  the  faith 
of  his  fathers. 

While  he  was  a  resident  of  Marshall  Mr.  Haef- 
ner  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Catherina  Bon- 
nett,  a  native  of  Germany.  Theirs  was  a  happy 
wedded  life  while  it  lasted,  but  it  was  brought  to  a 
sad  end  by  the  death  of  the  devoted  wife  June  16, 
1873.  Mr.  Haefner  has  four  children  living, 
namel}7:  Paul,  Louisa,  Ernest  and  Amelia. 

'LFRED  R.  WILLIAMS,  one  of  the  early 
i(@//j|j  settlers  of  Eaton  Count}7,  residing  on  sec- 
tion 30,  town  of  Yermontville,  has  won  for 
himself  a  high  place  in  the  esteem-  of  his 
fellow-citizens  by  an  upright  life  and  an  honorable 
war  record.  He  was  born  in  Medina,  Medina 
County,  Ohio,  on  the  21st  of  October,  1840,  and  is 
the  fifth  in  a  family  of  seven  children,  whose  par- 
ents, George  D.  and  Anna  (Lyon)  Williams,  were 
natives  of  the  East.     (For  the  early  history  of 


their  respective  families,  see  the  sketch  of  Elias  D. 
Williams,  which  appears  on  another  page  of  this 
work.)  Left  orphans  the  children  of  the  family 
were  scattered  and  Alfred,  then  a  lad  of  only  eight 
summers,  went  to  live  with  strangers.  He  spent 
his  early  life  in  Michigan,  whence,  in  1860,  he 
returned  to  New  York  on  a  visit. 

Hitherto  the  life  of  Mr.  Williams  had  been  a 
peaceful  one,  passed  in  the  quiet  pursuit  of  farming, 
but  in  the  fall  of  1861  he  invested  himself  with  the 
trappings  of  war  and  enlisted  for  two  years  as  a 
private  in  Company  B,  Eighth  New  York  Calvary. 
He  served  until  February,  1863,  when  he  was 
discharged  on  account  of  physical  disability.  As 
soon  as  he  had  somewhat  regained  his  health  he 
re-enlisted  on  the  4th  of  January,  1864,  in  Com- 
pany E,  Sixth  Michigan  Heavy  Artillery.  With 
his  command  he  participated  in  the  battles  of  Win- 
chester, Harper's  Ferry  and  South  Mountain,  and 
when  the  war  was  over  was  honorably  discharged 
June  16,  1865.  He  not  only  gave  his  service  to 
his  country  but  his  health  was  also  permanently 
impaired  by  chronic  rheumatism  and  he  is  now 
drawing  a  pension  of  $30  per  month  for  total  disa- 
bility. 

After  the  war,  Mr.  Williams  located  in  Kalamo, 
Eaton  County,  where  he  followed  farming  for  a 
time.  The  years  1867  and  1868,  he  spent  in  Isa- 
bella County,  returning  thence  to  this  county,  but 
in  1871,  he  again  left  his  home  here  and  spent  that 
and  the  succeeding  year  in  Saunders  County,  Neb. 
He  has  resided  upon  his  present  farm  since  1885, 
and  his  forty  acres  of  land  on  section  30,  Yermont- 
ville Township,  are  under  the  highest  cultivation 
and  are  divided  into  well  tilled  fields  of  convenient 
size.  Industry  characterizes  his  life  and  has  made 
him  successful  in  his  business  pursuits.  He  has 
never  taken  a  very  active  part  in  public  or 
political  affairs,  but  votes  with  the  Republican  party 
and  is  a  member  of  Jefferds  Post,  No.  82,  G.  A.  R., 
of  Nashville,  and  Nashville  Lodge,  No.  255.  A.  F. 
&  A.  M. 

On  the  25th  of  October,  1866,  Mr.  Williams  and 
Miss  Betsy  McDerby  were  married  in  Kalamo 
Township,  Eaton  County.  The  children  born  of 
that  union  are  Orra  and  Yioletta.  The  second 
marriage  of  Mr.  Williams  wag  celebrated  Jsovem, 
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ber  11,  1885,  when  Mrs.  Nancy  Pickett,  of  Ver- 
montville,  became  his  wife.  She  was  a  native  of 
the  Empire  State,  and  died  in  December,  1888. 
On  the  3d  of  September,  1889,  he  wedded  Mrs. 
Emily  Decker  of  Assyria,  Barry  County,  Mich. 
This  lady  was  born  in  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  July 
5,  1845,  and  is  a  daughter  of  James  and  Elmaette 
(Sparks)  Norris,  who  removed  to  Barry  County, 
Mich.,  in  1847. 

Emily  Norris  first  became  the  wife  of  Henry 
Inman,  who  served  as  a  private  in  the  First  Mich- 
igan Regiment  of  Engineers  and  Mechanics.  He 
died  in  Assyria,  in  February,  18G5,  while  home  on 
a  furlough,  leaving  one  son,  Otis  GL,  who  now 
makes  his  home  with  Mr.  Williams.  His  widow 
afterwards  became  the  wife  of  William  Decker,  by 
whom  she  had  two  children,  Edith  and  Burt.  The 
daughter  married  Wm.  Oaster  and  lives  in  Kalamo, 
Eaton  County,  while  the  son,  Burt,  lives  in  the 
State  of  Washington.  Our  subject  and  his  wife 
have  a  wide  acquaintance  throughout  Eaton  Count}^, 
and  many  warm  friends  esteem  them  highly  for 
their  sterling  worth. 

A  lithographic  portrait  of  Mr.  Williams  accom- 
panies this  sketch. 


IRAM  OVENSHIRE.  The  Gothic  Mill  in 
Belle v ue,  Eaton  County,  is  not  only  a  promi- 
nent business  establishment  of  the  city,  but 
from  the  style  of  its  architecture  is  conspicu- 
ous as  an  adornment  to  that  part  of  the  town  which 
borders  on  Battle  Creek.  Its  architecture  is  of  the 
order  denoted  by  its  name  and  it  is  fitted  with  the 
Smith  roller  process,  by  means  of  which  fifty  thou- 
sand bushels  of  grain  per  year  are  converted  into 
flour  and  feed  and  a  large  custom  trade  supplied. 
The  mill  property,  consisting  of  fifteen  acres,  borders 
on  Battle  Creek,  which  affords  excellent  water 
power  for  a  sawmill  which  is  run  by  Mr.  Oven- 
shire.  This  gentleman  also  carries  on  a  feed  store 
in  the  village  and  has  the  chief  trade  in  that  line. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  James  Ovenshire, 
who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  his  parents  being 
English,  His  mot|ier,  Nancy  Lespeed,  was  born  in 


Liverpool,  her  parents  being  wealthy  ship-owners. 
When  young  she  was  enticed  on  board  a  ship  and 
brought  to  America,  being  sold  for  the  passage 
money.  Her  husband  dying  when  their  son  James 
was  small,  the  latter  was  reared  by  Col.  Franklin,  a 
farmer  at  Tioga  Point,  on  the  Susquehanna  River. 
He  was  a  man  of  prominence  who  represented  his 
district  in  the  legislative  halls  of  the  United  States. 
Young  Ovenshire  followed  the  occupation  which 
he  learned  in  his  early  years  and  became  a  success- 
ful farmer  in  Yates  County,  N.  Y.  He  went  from 
that  section  to  Southern  Indiana,  making  his  home 
near  Rising  Sun,  where  he  met  with  misfortunes 
through  which  he  lost  his  property.  He  then  re- 
turned to  his  former  location  and  in  1832  came  to 
Michigan,  buying  land  on  the  Chicago  Turnpike 
Road  near  Saline,  Washtenaw  County.  He  cleared 
the  land,  and  subsequently  sold  it  and  bought  at 
Tecumseh,  Lenawee  County. 

In  1838  James  Ovenshire  came  to  Eaton  County 
and  entered  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  raw 
land  on  the  south  line  of  Kalamo  Township.  First 
building  a  log  house,  he  added  improvement  after 
improvement,  but  at  last  sold  the  property  and 
located  on  a  farm  in  .  Pen n  field  Township.  He 
finally  retired  to  Bellevue,  where  he  died  at  a  ripe 
old  age — eighty-four  years.  Politically,  he  was 
first  a  Whig  and  later  a  Democrat.  He  was  an  ac- 
tive member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
and  Class-Leader  for  years.  He  married  Elizabeth 
Tarance,  who  was  born  in  Vermont  and  who  died 
in  Kalamo  in  the*  spring  of  1840.  Her  father, 
Thomas  Tarance,  was  a  Captain  in  the  Revolution- 
ary army  and  was  wounded,  but  survived  to  a 
good  old  age. 

The  natal  day  of  the  subject  of  this  notice  was 
July  24,  1825,  and  his  birthplace  Bath,  Steuben 
County,  N.  Y.  He  spent  his  childhood  in  his  na- 
tive State  and  when  seven  years  old  was  brought  to 
Michigan,  the  journey  being  made  with  a  team  to 
Buffalo,  thence  on  a  boat  to  Detroit  and  with  a  team 
to  Saline.  He  lived  in  Washtenaw  County  two 
years,  then  in  Lenawee  County  a  while,  and  then 
became  a  resident  of  Eaton  County.  He  was  with 
his  father  in  Kalamo  Township  until  he  was  six- 
teen years  old  when,  becoming  owner  of  forty 
acres  of  land,  he  traded  it  for  a  tract  in  Pennfield, 
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He  worked  at  various  occupations,  such  as  car- 
pentry, etc.,  until  1841,  when  he  became  the  oper- 
ator of  a  mill  in  Bellevue.  A  year  later  he  helped 
to  build  a  mill  and  after  another  twelvemonth  went 
to  Olivet  to  put  up  a  similar  building. 

Mr.  Ovenshire  next  rented  the  mill  in  Bellevue 
two  years  and  then  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  on 
section  27,  on  which  he  engaged  in  general  farm- 
ing. He  improved  the  property  and  added  to  its 
extent  until  he  had  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres. 
In  1853  he  built  a  large  sawmill  on  the  farm  and 
run  it  until  1858  when  it  was  destroyed  by  fire.  He 
kept  on  with  his  farm  work  and  also  did  threshing, 
running  the  first  vibrating  thresher  ever  built  in 
Battle  Creek.  In  1871  he  bought  a  fourth  interest 
in  the  Gothic  Mill,  later  added  a  half  interest  and 
finally  became  the  sole  proprietor.  After  running 
the  establishment  alone  about  seven  years  he,  in 
the  fall  of  1888,  put  in  the  roller  process,  by  which 
he  now  turns  out  seventy-five  barrels  of  flour  per 
day. 

At  the  bride's  home  in  Tecumseh,  Lenawee 
County,  in  1849,  Mr.  Ovenshire  was  married  to 
Miss  Eliza  Miller,  a  native  of  New  York.  For 
more  than  forty  years  this  lady  has  looked  carefully 
after  the  comfort  of  her  family  and  done  what  she 
could  to  make  life  pleasant  for  neighbors  and 
acquaintances.  The  children  born  of  the  union  are 
three  in  number.  George,  the  first-born  and  the 
only  son,  is  head  miller  for  his  father;  Ida,  the 
elder  daughter  is  the  wife  of  J.  Hollenbeck,  who 
works  in  the  Gothic  Mill;  Mary  is  the  wife  of  B. 
Murray  whose  home  is  in  Bellevue  Township.  All 
are  well  informed  and  Ida  has  been  a  teacher. 

Mr.  Ovenshire  has  been  Commissioner  of  High- 
ways for  eighteen  years  and  in  the  early  days  he 
was  School  Trustee  three  terms.  He  has  been 
Village  Trustee  six  years  and  is  always  counted 
upon  to  aid  in  whatever  project  will  prove  bene- 
ficial to  the  community.  He  has  filled  various 
Chairs  in  the  Masonic  order  and  for  years  has  been 
Captain  of  the  Chapter  in  this  place.  His  political 
allegiance  is  given  to  the  principles  of  Democracy, 
and  he  was  a  delegate  to  county  conventions  quite 
frequently  until  he  decided  that  younger  men 
should  represent  the  local  party.  He  has  been 
Chairman  of  the  Township  Central  Committee  and 


never  fails  to  deposit  his  vote  in  the  interest  of 
what  he  considers  good  Governmental  policy.  His 
conversation  is  interesting  and  those  who  wish  to 
know  of  the  old  times  can  learn  much  from  him,  as 
he  has  seen  Bellevue  grow  from  a  small  village, 
has  hunted  with  a  son  of  Chief  Sobby  and  had  a 
part  in  many  experiences  of  earlier  days.  Mrs. 
Ovenshire  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


-*-+**£*s$4-*-H- 


^EORGE  W.  PERRY,  editor  of  the  Bellevue 

(((  *W  °azette'  is  now  DePuty  Collector  of  In- 
%^|(  ternal  Revenue  for  the  Third  Division  of 
the  Fourth  District  of  Michigan.  His  territory 
includes  Eaton,  Barry,  Allegan,  Kalamazoo,  Van 
Buren,  St.  Joseph,  Cass  and  Berrien  Counties.  To 
his  official  station  he  was  appointed  in  October, 
1889,  by  John  Steketee,  who  recognized  his  keen- 
ness of  observation  and  fearless  nature,  and  felt 
that  the  interests  of  the  Government  were  safe  in 
his  hands,  as  he  would  do  whatever  he  thought 
right,  no  matter  who  opposed.  He  has  received 
numerous  complimentary  press  reports  from  those 
who  are  in  favor  of  law  and  order.  As  the  time  of 
Mr.  Perry  is  almost  entirely  taken  up  by  his  public 
office,  the  Gazette  is  in  charge  of  his  wife,  by  whose 
mental  power  and  rare  business  qualifications  the- 
prosperity  of  the  journal  is  continued,  and  the  cir- 
culation kept  up  to  a  standard  that  reflects  credit 
on  her  as  an  editress. 

Mr.  Perry  was  born  in  Monroe  County,  N.  Y., 
February  18,  1853,  his  parents  being  Joseph  A.  and 
Julia  A.  (Van  Dorn)  Perry.  The  father  was  born 
in  the  same  county  as  the  son,  and  has  been  a  travel- 
ing salesman  nearly  all  his  life.  He  is  now  living 
in  Lansing.  The  mother  is  a  native  of  Onondaga 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  she  too  is  still  living.  The 
family  continued  to  make  Monroe  County  their 
residence  until  George  was  nine  years  of  age,  when 
they  removed  to  Canada  and  remained  there  four 
years.  The  lad  was  educated  in  the  district  schools, 
and  in  the  State  Normal  School  at  Brockport,  N.  Y., 
but  abandoned  his  studies  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
and  spent  the  summer  and'   winter  of  \871-J2  ifl 
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Southern  Michigan.  In  the  latter  year  he  entered 
the  office  of  the  Brockport  Democrat  as  a  printer's 
apprentice.  Later  he  worked  in  the  office  of  the 
Ontario  Repository  and  Messenger  at  Canandaigua, 
and  in  the  summer  of  1873  he  came  West.  He  was 
then  the  possessor  of  fifteen  cents  and  a  second- 
class  railway  ticket. 

Reaching  Grand  Rapids  Mr.  Perry  spent  the 
winter  in  ''subbing''  on  the  different  dailies  and  in 
the  spring  went  to  Clam  Lake,  now  Cadillac,  and 
took  a  situation  on  the  News.  He  remained  there 
until  October,  when  inflammatory  rheumatism 
retired  him  for  three  months,  which  period  was 
spent  at  Grand  Rapids.  In  1875  he  secured  a  situ- 
ation in  the  book-room  of  W.  8.  George  &  Co., 
State  Printers  at  Lansing,  and  there  he  continued 
to  work  until  1882.  In  April  of  that  year  he 
bought  the  Bellevue  Gazette,  whose  equipment  con- 
sisted of  an  old  hand  press  and  very  little  printing 
material.  He  has  disposed  of  the  old  and  pur- 
chased new  until  he  has  as  complete  an  office  as  can 
be  found  in  any  town  of  corresponding  size  in  the 
State.  His  business  is  in  a  prosperous  condition 
and  his  prospects  are  as  bright  as  those  of  any 
young  journalist  in  Michigan.  The  Gazette  is  a 
seven-column  folio,  always  containing  a  large 
amount  of  well-selected  news.  Politically,  it  is 
Republican.  The  editorial  columns, show  a  knowl- 
edge of  passing  events,  keenness  of  apprehension 
Regarding  their  bearing  upon  the  future,  and  a  logi- 
cal and  clear-cut  expression  of  views. 

In  1875  Mr.  Perry  received  a  Christmas  gift  in 
the  shape  of  a  wife,  he  being  married  in  Lansing 
to  Miss  Cornelia  S.Rankin,  a  teacher  in  the  schools 
of  that  city.  She  was  born  in  Macomb  County, 
Mich.,  and  is  a  lady  of  culture  and  refinement, 
whose  aim  is  advancement  in  personal  knowledge 
and  aid  in  the  general  progress  of  the  community. 
She  is  not  only  her  husband's  chief  support  in  his 
editorial  work  in  recent  years,  but  she  has  ever 
been  his  most  sympathizing  and  encouraging  friend. 

For  three  years  Mr.  Perry  was  Clerk  of  Bellevue. 
He  belongs  to  the  Odd  Fellows  lodge  here,  to 
the  Knights  of  Pythias  in  Charlotte,  and  to  a 
branch  of  the  Royal  Arcanum  at  Lansing.  He 
is  one  of  the  most  active  members  of  the  Michigan 
Pre§8  Association,  Qf  which  he  was  Secretary  in 


1888-89,  during  which  year  he  acted  as  delegate  to 
the  meeting  of  the  National  Editorial  Association 
held  in  San  Antonio,  Tex.  He  was  the  only  officer 
of  the  State  Association  in  attendance  and  had  the 
Michigan  delegation  under  his  charge.  He  was  in- 
strumental in  securing  the  next  meeting  of  the 
National  Association  art  Detroit.  In  1886-87  he 
was  Vice-President  of  the  Western  Michigan  Press 
Association  and  the  following  year  was  Chairman 
of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Michigan  Press 
Association,  his  associates  in  that  body  being  the 
heads  of  four  of  the  principal  Detroit  dailies. 
Ambitious  to  excel  in  his  chosen  field  of  labor, 
possessed  of  superabundant  energy,  and  encour- 
aged in  every  high  aim  by  his  wife,  he  is  likely  to 
become  a  more  potent  factor  in  molding  public 
opinion  as  years  go  by. 


-0£2Q_ 
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j^fLLEN  C.  DUTTON,  M.  D.  This  promi- 
miu\  nent  business  man  of  Eaton  Rapids,  Eaton 
County,  has  lived  in  Michigan  long  enough 
to  see  vast  changes  in  the  country  and  to 
participate  in  the  work  which  has  brought  about 
its  present  condition.  The  once  sparsely  settled 
region  upon  which  his  eyes  rested  some  years  ago, 
is  now  the  home  of  a  contented  and  educated  pop- 
ulace, and  crossed  and  recrossed  by  railroads  and 
almost  innumerable  telegraph  wires.  He  was  but 
a  lad  when  his  parents,  David  and  Vashti  (Lang- 
don)  Dutton,  came  to  this  State  and  in  Livingston 
County  he  spent  some  years.  He  was  educated  in 
the  district  schools  and  a  higher  institution  at  Ann 
Arbor,  and  taught  three  terms,  during  which  Gov. 
Winans  was  one  of  his  pupils. 

In  1845  Mr.  Dutton  entered  the  office  of  Dr. 
Cole  of  Ann  Arbor,  and  later  studied  under  Dr. 
Hollywood  of  Dexter,  and  during  the  sessions  of 
1846-47-48  attended  lectures  at  the  Western  Re- 
serve Medical  College  in  Cleveland,  Ohio.  From 
that  institution  lie  received  his  degree  in  February, 
1848,  and  in  April  ensuing  he  began  medical  prac- 
tice at  Stockbridge.  At  that  point  he  remained 
until  June,  1856,  devoting  himself  with  painstak- 
ing energy  to  his  professional  duties  and  then  re* 
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moving  to  Eaton  Rapids,  where  he  followed  the 
same  calling  until  1864.  He  then  laid  aside  powder 
and  potion  and  turned  his  attention  to  mercantile 
and  banking  pursuits,  the  style  of  the  firm  from 
March,  1873,  to  May  1877,  having  been  Dutton  & 
Williams.  He  was  one  of  the  charter  members  of 
the  First  National  Bank  and  its  Vice-President 
until  he  retired  from  active  life,  feeling  that  his  in- 
creasing years  entitled  him  to  rest.  He  is  quite 
advanced  in  age,  having  been  born  in  Oneida 
County,  N.  Y.,  November  9,  1823. 

Dr.  Dutton  was  married  in  January,  1853,  to 
Miss  Marcia  Wood,  who  lived  but  a  short  time, 
dying  in  May,  1854.  She  was  born  in  this  State 
and  at  the  time  of  her  marriage  was  a  resident  of 
Albion.  She  had  one  child,  who  died  in  infancy. 
Dr.  Dutton  won  for  his  second  wife  Miss  Sarah  A. 
Mosher,  who  was  born  in  New  York  in  1838,  her 
father  being  Henry  G.  Mosher,  a  Baptist  minister. 
This  union  has  been  a  childless  one,  but  the  Doc- 
tor and  his  wife  have  an  adopted  daughter,  Lyda 
Wood,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  F.  C.  Hamilton, 
Clerk  of  Eaton  County. 

Dr.  Dutton  traces  his  descent  from  Joseph  Dut- 
ton, who  died  in  Connecticut  in  1733.  The  grand- 
father of  our  subject  was  Moses  Dutton  who  was 
born  in  that  State  March  20,  1763,  and  married 
Miss  Hannah  Hitchcock,  who  was  born  in  1768 
and  was  a  descendant  of  Mathias  Hitchcock,  one  of 
the  colonists  of  New  Haven.  Mathias  Hitchcock  , 
was  born  in  England  in  1610,  crossed  to  Boston  in 
the  ship  "Susan  and  Ellen"  in  1635,  and  four  years 
later  made  one  of  the  New  Haven  Colon}'.  The 
father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Southington, 
Conn.,  in  1793,  and  his  wife  at  the  same  place  Sep- 
tember 27.  They  were  married  in  that  village,  No- 
vember 27, 1795,  and  became  the  parents  of  nine 
children,  six  of  whom  lived  to  adult  years.  The 
death  of  a  son,  Timothy,  was  occasioned  by  being 
thrown  from  a  horse  September  2,  1840;  Asahei 
L.,  who  now  lives  in  Livingston  County,  this 
State,  married  Miss  Wright  and  after  her  demise 
Prudence  Dyer,  who  departed  this  life  in  1887; 
David  O.,  married  Mercy  Wright  and  settled  in 
Livingston  County;  Jane  E.  was  burned  to  death 
in  Livingston  County,  March  22, 1838;  Charles  R. 
enlisted    in    the  Twenty-sixth    Michigan    Infantry 


and  was  killed  before  Petersburg  June  17,  1864; 
and  Jane  E,,  second  wife  of  Darius^B.  Pierce,  lives 
in  Eaton  County. 

In  1818  the  Duttons  removed  to  Oneida  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  in  1834  to  Dexter,  this  State,  and  three 
years  later  to  Livingston  County,  this  State,  where  • 
the  husband  and  father  died  in  May,  1867.  His 
widow  survived  until  December  21,  1881,  spend- 
ing her  last  days  in  Eaton  County.  Mr.  Dutton 
was  a  man  of  quiet  nature,  preferring  the^  pleasures 
of  home  to  the  turmoil  of  political*  life,  and  he  and 
his  wife  stood  high  in  the  community  of  which 
they  formed  a  part.  Both  were  identified  with  the 
Presbyterian  Church  for  many  years,  but  Mrs. 
Dutton  was  a  Congregationalist  for  some  time  prior 
to  her  decease. 

Dr.  Dutton  has  ever  taken  a  deep  interest  in 
the  cause  of  education  and  for  about  twenty  years 
held  a  place  on  the  School  Board.  He  is  a  stanch 
Republican  and  has  been  a  delegate  to  State  con- 
ventions and  otherwise  aided  in  carrying  on  the 
party  work.  In  1870  he  was  a  candidate  for  the 
Legislature  but  owing  to  a  combination  of  circum- 
stances which  those  who  are  acquainted  with  the 
political  record  of  the  State  will  recall,  he  failed 
to  win  the  race.  His  intelligence  and  accurate 
knowledge  of  the  progress  of  the  commonwealth 
makes  him  an  interesting  companion,  particularly 
to  those  who  desire  to  learn  of  former  days. 


lEORGE  FORCE  is  one  of  the  promising 
young  farmers  of  Brookfield  Township, 
Eaton  County.  Mr.  Force,  though  one  of 
the  youngest  members  of  the  farming  community, 
has  already  established  himself  on  a  firm  financial 
basis  and  bids  fair  to  become  one  of  the  leading 
farmers  in  the  county.  He  was  born  March  4,  1846, 
in  Eaton  County,  and  is  the  son  of  Lorenzo  and 
Catherine  (Eddy)  Force.  His  father  was  a  native 
of  New  York  and  came  to  Eaton  County,  this  State, 
in  1841  and  took  up  land  in  Walton  Township.  At 
that  time  there  were  no  houses  within  three  miles 
of  them  and  only  half  a  dozen  in  Charlotte.  He 
cut  his  way  through  the  forest  for  about  two  miles. 
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His  journey  to  the  West  was  by  way  of  canal  to 
Buffalo,  thence  by  steamer  to  Detroit  and  then 
across  the  country  by  team. 

Lorenzo  Force  erected  a  small  log  shanty,  in  the 
clearing,  into  which   he   moved.     The  woods  were 
.    filled  with  game  and  Indians.     He  cared  nothing 
for  the  chase   but  preferred  to  spend  his  time  in 
clearing  his  land  and  improving  the  soil.     The  In- 
dians often  came  to  the  house  to  ask  for  food.  The 
nearest  mill   and  store  was  at  Belie vue  where   he 
went  to  do  his  trading.     The  country  was  infested 
with  wolves,  bears  and  snakes,  and  his  wife  always 
kept  a  cudgel  by  the  door  to  kill   the  snakes.     He 
succeeded  in  clearing  the  greater  part  of  his  lani, 
and  made  of  it  a  good  farm.    He  died  in  1869.  At 
one  time  he  served  in  the  Black  Hawk  War.     The 
mother,  Catherine  Eddy,  was  a  native  of  the  Em- 
pire State  and  born  in  1812,  dying  in  1876.     They 
were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  seven  now  living. 
The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Isaac  Force,  a 
resident  of    New   York,  was   by  trade  a  mechanic. 
He  did  not  come  West  with  his  son,  but   remained 
in  that  State  where  he  died.     Mr.  Force,  our  sub- 
ject, was  reared  a  farmer  and  attended  school  in  the 
old  fashioned  log  schoolhouse,  receiving  a  district 
school  education.     Until  the  age  of  seventeen  he 
worked  on  a  farm,  hiring  out  by  the  month,  subse- 
quently he  worked   through   one  season  on  a  rail- 
road.    After  leaving  that  business  he  returned  to 
farm   work,   at  which    he   continued   for  a   period 
of  three  years.     In  1866  he  began  farming  on  his 
own  account  in  Walton  Township.     The  year  fol- 
lowing he  came  to  Brookfield  and  purchased  a  farm 
on  section    4,  where   there  were   only  a  few  acres 
cleared,  the  remainder  being  heavily  timbered. 

Mr.  Force  was  united  to  the  lady  who  presides 
over  his  home  January  1,  1867.  She  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Sarah  Foster,  and  was  born  in 
Ashland  County,  Ohio,  December  29,  1846.  She  is 
the  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Barbara  (Bush)  Fos- 
ter. Her  parents  were  natives  of  England  and 
Pennsylvania.  The  father  died  in  1861.  The 
mother  is  still  living  in  this  county. 

Four  children  have  come  to  brighten  the  home 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Force:  Delia,  Lorenzo,  Clyde 
(deceased)  and  Hazel.  Mr.  Force  owns  a  farm 
containing   eighty-six   acres,  which    is   under   the 


highest  state  of  cultivation.  On  this  farm  he  has 
an  attractive  home  and  well-built  barns,  *  also  a 
windmill  and  all  the  modern  improvements.  He 
has  laid  over  three  miles  of  tiling  on  his  estate,  and 
is  an  extensive  stock-raiser.  Our  subject  is  keenly 
interested  in  politics  and  is  an  ardent  advocate  of 
the  Republican  party.  He  is  a  well-informed  man 
and  has  served  as  delegate  to  various  conventions. 
Socially,  he  is  connected  with  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  and  Royal  Arcanum.  Mr.  Force  is  a 
bright,  wide-awake  young  man  and  is  gifted  with 
those  genial  social  qualities  that  make  him  popular 
among  his  associates  and  the  community  at  large, 
which  popularity  is  shared  by  his  amiable  wife. 
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ra^ORMAN  P.  SHUMWAY.  This  gentleman 
■  jjj  is  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  in  Belle  vue 
\)k£L  Township,  Eaton  County,  the  date  of  his 
arrival  here  being  August  3,  1836,  and  the  now 
flourishing  town  being  populated  then  by  but  three 
families.  The  labors  in  which  he  was  long  and 
earnestly  engaged,  brought  him  a  sufficient  share 
of  fortune's  smiles  to  enable  him  to  retire  from 
active  life,  and  he  is  now  taking  his  ease  on  a  fine 
farm  of  eighty-five  acres  on  section  26.  This  tract 
borders  on  Battle  Creek,  and  is  supplied  with  liv- 
ing springs  by  which  the  soil  is  fertilized,  and  the 
farm  well  fitted  for  the  keeping  of  stock.  It  is 
furnished  with  two  entire  sets  of  buildings,  beauti- 
fied by  orchards  and  forest  trees,  and  is  supplied 
with  good  grades  of  domestic  animals,  the  horses 
being  particularly  fine.  In  former  days,  Mr.  Shum- 
way  kept  the  "crack"  oxen  of  the  township,  and 
once  sold  a  yoke  for  $210. 

Mr.  Shu m way  can  boast  of  Revolutionary  blood, 
his  grandfather,  Benjamin,  having  fought  in  the 
struggle  for  American  independence.  That  gen- 
tleman was  born  in  Massachusetts,  and  died  there 
in  December,  1847,  when  ninety-seven  years  old. 
His  occupation  was  farming,  and  to  that  business 
his  son,  Parley  P.,  was  reared.  This  gentleman 
Wi*a  born  at  Florida,  Franklin  County,  and  after 
having  tilled  the  soil  for  some  time,  found  employ- 
ment in  the  calico  factories.     In  1836  he  came  to 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


429 


Eaton  County  with  his  family,  and  locating  on 
what  is  now  section  30,  Walton  Township,  became 
the  original  pioneer  of  that  township.  He  estab- 
lished his  home  in  the  woods,  after  having  cleared 
a  space  on  which  to  build  a  log  house,  and  from 
the  adjacent  forest  he  cleared  a  goodly  tract  of 
land.  This  he  afterward  sold,  removing  to  Tekon- 
sha,  Calhoun  County,  and  gaining  a  position  among 
the  successful  farmers  there.  He  died  when  more 
than  three-score  and  ten  years  old.  He  was  a 
Presbyterian  in  faith,  and  a  Whig  and  then  Repub- 
lican in  politics. 

The  wife  of  Parley  P.  Shumwaj^,  and  mother  of 
our  subject,  was  born  in  the  old  Bay  State,  and 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Eusabra  Phillips.  Her 
father  was  a  farmer,  but  finally  removed  to  Vir- 
ginia where  he  gave  his  attention  largely  to  hunting 
and  trapping.  Mrs.  Shumway  died  in  Tekonsha, 
Calhoun  County,  at  the  venerable  age  of  eighty- 
seven  years.  She  was  the  mother  of  thirteen  chil- 
dren, the  subject  of  this  biographical  sketch  being 
the  third  in  order  of  birth.  He  opened  his  eyes  to 
the  light  in  Franklin  County,  Mass.,  November  29, 
1818,  his  birthplace  being  on  the  mountain  side 
where  the  Hoosac  tunnel  has  since  been  cut.  He 
lived  in  his  native  State  until  he  was  eighteen  years 
old,  but  went  to  Adams  before  he  entered  his  teens 
and  was  there  employed  in  the  print  works.  His 
school  privileges  were  quite  limited,  but  in  the  fac- 
tory he  worked  his  way  up  to  the  position  of  over- 
seer. 

Mr.  Shumway  left  his  native  State  for  Michigan, 
and  upon  reaching  Detroit  bought  two  yoke  of 
oxen  and  drove  to  Bellevue,  then  helped  his  father 
improve  the  farm  in  Walton  Township.  The  Pot- 
tawatomie Indians  had  a  village  a  mile  and  a  half 
from  the  home  of  the  Shu m ways,  and  he  of  whom 
we  write  learned  their  language  and  used  to  go  to 
see  them  dance  and  engage  in  wrestling  matches 
with  the  young  braves.  He  killed  twelve  or  fifteen 
deer  while  game  was  abundant  near  his  home,  and 
shared  in  the  various  pioneer  experiences  with 
whose  history  we  all  are  more  or  less  familiar.  He 
remained  with  his  parents  until  his  marriage  in 
1840,  after  which  he  located  on  section  25,  Belle- 
vue Township. 

Mr.    Shumway   owned    one  hundred    and  sixty 


acres  in  Sunfield  Township.  He  was  engaged  in 
manufacturing  spinning  wheels  and  other  arti- 
cles. After  three  years  devoted  thus,  he  went  East 
on  a  visit,  and  reaching  Adams,  Mass.,  again  en- 
tered the  print  works  where  he  remained  about  a 
year.  He  then  returned  to  Michigan,  rented  his 
father-in-law's  farm  three  years,  then  sold  his  own 
property  and  bought  that  upon  which  be  is  now 
living.  He  made  his  home  in  Bellevue,  improving 
the  property  and  adding  to  his  income  by  teaming, 
and  other  work.  He  is  now  aided  by  his  son  in 
the  management  of  the  place,  and  they  give  their 
attention  to  general  farming  and  stock-raising. 

Mr.  Shumway  won  for  his  wife  Miss  Melissa  M. 
Judson,  a  native  of  Canada,  who  came  to  Bellevue 
Township,  with  her  parents  in  early  days.  She 
proved  her  efficiency  and  affection  during  a  period 
of  almost  half  a  century,  and  died  deeply  lamented, 
January  25,  1890,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years. 
Of  her  offspring  one  child  only  survives,  D.  Alna, 
who. lives  on  the  homestead.  A  daughter,  Eva, 
formerly  the  wife  of  Fritz  Gage,  died  in  Olivet. 
Mrs.  Shumway  was  an  earnest  and  humble  Chris- 
tian, holding  membership  in  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church.  Mr.  Shumway  was  formerly  identi- 
fied with  the  Independent  Order  of  Good  Tem- 
plars. He  has  been  Pathmaster,  was  Township 
Treasurer  a  year,  and  has  acted  as  Commissioner  of 
Highways  ten  years.  He  has  long  been  counted  in 
the  ranks  of  the  Republican  party,  is  well  informed 
regarding  the  political  issues  of  the  day  and  other 
matters  of  general  interest,  and  manifests  the  true 
public  spirit  in  his  connection  with  the  affairs  of 
the  neighborhood. 


AVID  NELSON.  Among  the  men  who 
have  been  potent  factors  in  the  business 
activity  and  life  of  Eaton  County,  men- 
tion should  certainly  be  made  of  David 
Nelson,  who  was  at  one  time  the  heaviest  stock 
buyer  and  shipper  in  the  vicinity  of  Bellevue.  He 
was  born  in  Harrisville  Township,  Medina  County, 
Ohio,  June  8,  1836,  and  was  a  son  of  another  David 
Nelson,  who  was  born  in  Ireland.     After  having 
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lived  in  Ohio  for  some  years,  engaged  in  tilling  the 
soil,  the  elder  Nelson  removed  to  Princeton,  111., 
where  he  breathed  his  last.  His  wife,  Jane  Max- 
well, was  born  in  the  Emerald  Isle,  and  died  in 
Ohio. 

Mr.  Nelson  was  surrounded  in  his  boyhood  and 
youth  by  the  usual  features  of  farm  life,  and  spent 
his  time  as  do  farmers'  sons  generally,  in  work, 
study  and  play.  In  1855  he  came  to  this  State,  and 
,  buying  forty  acres  of  land  in  Bellevue  Township, 
Eaton  County,  operated  it  a  few  years.  He  then 
sold  it  and  bought  in  Assyria  Township,  Barry 
County,  clearing  that  property  and  making  it  into 
a  productive  farm.  It  was  his  home  until  April, 
1865,  when  he  sold  it  and  bought  eighty  acres  on 
section  18,  Bellevue  Township,  and  this  was  his 
place  of  abode  during  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
He  made  all  necessary  improvements  here,  the 
buildings  including  a  substantial  house,  good  barns, 
windmill  and  tank,  and  all  the  granaries  and  sheds 
that  are  demanded  by  the  work  that  has  been  car- 
ried on  here. 

For  a  few  years  Mr.  Nelson  was  engaged  in 
threshing,  and  he  then  drifted  into  stock  dealing, 
shipping  from  Bellevue  to  Buffalo  and  Chicago. 
Before  the  Grand  Trunk  Railroad  was  constructed 
through  this  locality,  he  had  to  drive'  his  stock  to 
Marshall,  Battle  Creek  and  Nashville.  He  helped 
to  build  stock-yards  at  Marshall,  and  at  one  time 
held  an  interest  therein.  He  carried  on  general 
farming  during  all  the  years  of  his  residence  here, 
and  rose  to  a  prominent  place  as  a  farmer  and  citi- 
zen. He  was  Supervisor  for  many  years,  longer 
than  any  other  man  in  the  township,  and  was  Chair- 
man of  the  County  Board  one  year.  Politically  he 
was  a  Democrat,  but  not  radical.  In  the  winter  of 
1889-90  he  had  la  grippe,  and  after  the  acuteness 
of  the  attack  had  passed  he  was  left  very  weak,  and 
in  a  condition  of  nervous  prostration  that  grew 
upon  him  until  he  became  insane,  and  terminated 
his  life  by  his  own  hand  July  6,  1890.  Thus  sud- 
denly was  removed  from  the  community  one  who 
had  been  a  progressive  and  enterprising  agricul- 
turist and  dealer,  a  law-abiding  citizen,  a  kindly 
neighbor  and  a  loving  husband  and  father. 

Mr.  Nelson  left  a  widow  and  eight  children,  and 
the  estate  is  now  superintended  by  the  former,  who 


looks  carefully  after  the  business  affairs  and  the 
interests  of  those  who  are  left  in  her  charge.  Mrs. 
M.  A.  Nelson  is  the  youngest  of  twelve  children 
born  to  her  parents,  and  one  of  three  now  living. 
Her  birthplace  was  Spencer,  Medina  County,  Ohio, 
and  her  natal  day  December  14,  1839.  She  was  a 
child  four  years  old  when  her  parents  removed  to 
Westfield,  of  the  same  county,  and  a  few  years  later 
she  accompanied  them  to  Michigan,  the  entire  jour- 
ney being  made  with  a  team,  and  eleven  days  be- 
ing consumed  in  transit.  She  completed  the  years 
of  her  maidenhood  in  Clarendon  Township,  Cal- 
houn County,  and  obtained  her  education  in  the 
district  school,  and  a  knowledge  of  manners,  morals 
and  housewifely  arts  in  her  own  home.  She  entered 
into  the  marriage  relation  in  Bellevue,  July  9, 
1857. 

Barnett  Wood,  father  of  Mrs.  Nelson,  was  born 
in  Rhode  Island,  and  was  bereft  of  a  father's  care 
when  he  was  small.  He  went  from  his  native  State 
to  New  York,  where  for  eleven  years  he  was  over- 
seer in  a  cotton  factory,  and  he  was  then  engaged 
in  farming  at  Kinderhook  Landing  some  years.  In 
1838  he  removed  to  Medina  County,  Ohio,  and  in 
1845  came  to  Calhoun  County,  this  State.  He  had 
been  farming  in  Ohio,  and  in  Calhoun  County  he 
bought  and  cleared  eighty  acres.  In  1852  became 
to  Eaton  County,  bought  land  on  section  18,  Belle- 
vue Township,  operated  it  a  few  years,  and  then 
located  in  Assyria  Township,  Barry  County,  where 
he  died  in  1859.  He  was  a  Democrat  in  politics, 
and  a  Methodist  in  religion.  His  widow  survived 
until  December  14,  1867,  making  her  home  in 
Bellevue.  She  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Nancy 
Vosburg,  was  a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  and  a 
daughter  of  William  Vosburg,  a  farmer  at  Kinder- 
hook  Landing.  Her  grandfather  was  named  Mar- 
tin, and  he  was  of  Holland  Dutch  descent. 

The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nelson  are: 
Ella  E.,  who  married  George  Spaulding,  and  lives 
in  Bellevue  Township;  Clara  A.,  wife  of  George 
DePuy,  whose  home  is  in  Battle  Creek;  Frances, 
wife  of  A,  J.  Palmer,  residing  in  Assyria,  Barry 
County;  Florence,  whose  home  is  in  Battle  Creek; 
Flora  A.,  wife  of  Charles  Cooper,  a  resident  of 
Battle  Creek;  and  David  W., Birdie G.,  and  Claude 
A.,  who  are  still  with  their  mother.     All  have  had 
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the  best  of  school  advantages,  and  great  pains  has 
been  taken  to  instill  into  their  hearts  good  princi- 
ples, and  thus  add  to  their  qualifications  for  the 
work  of  life.  Mrs.  Nelson  is  an  earnest  believer  in 
the  tenets  of  Methodism,  and  has  been  President 
of  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society  at  Austin.  She  keeps 
well  informed,  manifests  a  great  interest  in  the 
elevating  and  progressive  movements  of  the  day 
and  age,  and  is  refined  in  her  tastes  and  pleasing  in 
her  manners. 

/p^EORGE    W.    KNIGHT.     One   by   one  the 

[fT  pioneers  of  Eaton'  County  have  gone  to  the 
%2)  bourne  whence  no  traveler  returns,  leaving 
a  name  and  memory  that  redounds  to  their  credit 
and  merits  the  hearty  respect  of  posterity.  One 
of  this  number  is  the  late  George  W.  Knight, 
whose  portrait  appears  on  the  opposite  page.  His 
equals  were  few  in  the  county  and  his  place  has 
never  been  filled.  One  who  knew  him  intimately 
for  many  years  testifies  to  his  honor  and  upright- 
ness as  a  citizen,  and  his  faithfulness  as  a  friend. 
He  made  strong  ties  among  his  associates,  to  whom 
he  was  true  in  every  respect,  and  he  was  one  of 
the  first  to  advocate  and  aid  public  improvements, 
both  with  his   influence  and  the   contents    of  his 

purse. 

Mr.  Knight  was  born  in  Litchfield,  Herkimer 
County,  N.  Y.,  August  27,  1822,  his  parents  being 
Joseph  and  Lucy  (Munn)  Knight  who  were  na- 
tives of  the  same  county  as  himself.  The  only 
other  member  of  the  family  was  Alonzo,  who  died 
in  December,  1890.  The  mother  departed  this 
life  in  her  native  State,  but  the  father  breathed 
his  last  in  Michigan.  Our  subject  was  educated 
in  the  common  schools.  He  came  to  Eaton  County 
in  1857,  when  this  section  was  wild  and  unsettled, 
and  here  he  began  the  struggle  of  life  in  an  al- 
most unbroken  wilderness.  For  many  years  he 
lived  upon  a  farm,  but  about  1876  he  built  a 
home  in  Eaton  Rapids  where  he  resided  during  the 
remnant  of  his  days.  His  widow  still  occupies  the 
dwelling  in  which  her  husband  spent  his  last 
years.     She  has  been  a  resident  of  the   county  for 


more  than  half  a  century,  having  come  here  before 
a  railroad  was  built  in  the  State.  She  has  wit- 
nessed greater  advancements  than  her  husband 
was  spared  to  see,  although  he  was  able  to  trace 
the  development  of  the  county  from  an  unculti- 
vated "State  to  that  of  a  thrifty  and  prosperous 
region  with  schools  and  churches  innumerable.  He 
died  of  heart  disease  February  20,  1878,  while  on 
his  way  home  from  Charlotte. 

Politically  Mr.  Knight  was  a  Democrat,  and  so 
popular  was  he  that  to  place  him  in  the  field  as  a 
candidate  was  to  insure  success  to  his  party  ticket. 
Strong  in  his  partisanship  he  yet  reached  out  the 
hand  of  friendship  to  men  of  other  beliefs,  and 
his  fidelity  to  trust  was  acknowledged  by  all.  He 
held  various  local  offices,  among  them  that  of  Su- 
pervisor of  Hamlin  Township,  and  Superintendent 
of  the  Poor,  in  whose  welfare  he  took  a  warm  in- 
terest. At  the  time  of  his  decease  he  was  Presi- 
dent of  the  Farmers'  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Com- 
pany, of  Barry  and  Eaton  Counties,  and  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions  were  passed  by  the  directors : 

"Resolved,  That  in  the  death  of  George  W. 
Knight  the  company  has  lost  a  firm,  true  friend, 
an  efficient  and  faithful  officer,  and  a  man  whom 
we  were  always  anxious  to  greet  at  our  meetings; 
that  in  his  intercourse  with  us  we  have  always 
found  him  a  kind,  sympathetic  and  true  man,  a 
man  who  loved  the  right,  and  who  was  always  true 
to  the  interests  he  was  called  upon  to  represent." 

"Resolved,  That  while  we  bow  in  humble  sub- 
mission to  Providence  that  has  so  suddenly  re- 
moved from  us  a  highly  esteemed  friend,  we 
extend  to  the  widow  and  family  our  heartfelt 
sympathies  in  their  bereavement." 
"  "Resolved,  That  these  proceedings  be  spread 
upon  the  records  of  this  company  and  a  copy  pre- 
sented to  the  family  of  the  deceased,  and  to  the 
several  papers  of  Eaton  and  Barry  Counties  with  a 
request  that  they  be  published. " 

Clement  Smith,] 

D.  B.  Hale,  }►  Committee. 
A.  G.  Jewell,  J 

Resolutions  of  regret  and  condolence  were  also 
passed  by  Eaton  Rapids  Grange,  No.  360,  of 
which  Mr.  Knight  was  a  member,  and  by  Eaton 
Lodge,  No.  63,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  with  which  he  had 
been  identified  for  many  years,  and  where  he 
was  held  in  high  respect. 

Mr.  Knight  was  married   November  9,  1843,  to 
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Miss  Philinda  Hamlin,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Lydia  (Perry)  Hamlin,  pioneers  of  Eaton  County, 
who  were  of  the  old  New  England  stock  and  were 
married  in  Massachusetts.  The  union  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Knight  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  three 
children — Edwy,  Lucy  and  Marcus  F.  The  older 
son  is  a  prominent  business  man  of  Jackson  and 
now  Mayor  of  that  city.  He  was  formerly  engaged 
in  the  sale  of  merchandise  in  Eaton  Rapids  for  a 
number  of  years.  He  is  a  Mason  and  has  taken 
the  Knight  Templar  degree.  He  married  Miss 
Helen  Safford,  of  Perry,  N.  Y.  The  other  son  now 
lives  in  Shelton,  Wash.  Luc3r  is  the  wife  of  Scott 
Roraback,  a  farmer  and  stock-dealer  in  Eaton 
County. 


{  YRON  B.  BROOKS,  proprietor  of  the  ex- 
tensive Evaporator  Works  at  Nashville, 
Barry  County,  has  by  untiring  industry  and 
the  exercise  of  sagacious  judgment  and  good 
business  faculties  acquired  a  fine  business.  He  em- 
ploys about  sixty  hands  during  the  drying  season, 
%  which  in  itself  is  indicative  of  his  large  trade.  Che- 
mung County,  N.  Y.,  was  the  place  of  his  birth,  he 
having  been  born  September  6,  1846.  His  father, 
Joseph  K.  Brooks,  was  also  a  native  of  the  Empire 
State  and  was  born  in  1802.  His  father,  Thomas 
Brooks,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  came  of 
good  old  New  England  stock.  He  served  as  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War  when  a  mere  boy 
and  his  principal  occupation  through  life  was  that 
of  a  veterinary  surgeon.  He  died  at  the  home  of 
our  subject's  father  in  Eaton  County,  when  ninety- 
seven  years  of  age. 

Before  entering  upon  the  life  history  of  our  sub- 
ject, it  may  be  well  to  mention  a  few  facts  regarding 
his  father.  Joseph  Brooks  settled  in  Bellevue 
Township,  Eaton  County,  in  1850,  purchasing 
eighty- five  acres  of  land  one  mile  north  of  Bellevue. 
When  the  property  came  into  his  possession  it  was 
in  its  primitive  state  and  the  improvements  which 
were  later  made  upon  it  testify  to  his  industry  and 
perseverance.  He, came  to  Michigan  when  a  poor 
man  and  by  the  practice  of  the  strictest  economy 
became  comfortably  fixed  and  at  one  time  owned 


one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land.  His  death 
occurred  in  Bellevue,  January  25,  1877.  In  poli- 
tics he  was  a  Democrat.  Rebecca  Toby  was  the 
maiden  name  of  our  subject's  mother,  and  she  was 
born  in  New  York,  March  16,  1818.  The  parental 
household  numbered  six  children,  five  of  whom 
grew  to  maturity,  namely:  Esther,  Mrs.  Austin; 
Melissa,  Mrs.  Fuller;  Myron  B. ;  Harriet,  Mrs. 
Hartom  and  Thomas  H.  The  mother  is  still  living 
and  is  a  conscientious  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church. 

Our  subject  was  brought  up  on  a  farm  and  at- 
tended the  pioneer  schools  of  Eaton  County,  some 
of  which  were  held  in  the  primitive  log  school- 
houses  so  often  described  in  this  volume,  with 
open  fireplaces  and  slab  benches  with  pin  legs  for 
seats.  The  ratebill  system  was  in  vogue  at  that 
time,  and  the  information  imparted  was  of  the 
most  elementary  order.  When  twenty-one  years 
of  age  our  subject  started  out  to  do  for  himself, 
teaching  six  terms  of  school  and  working  by  the 
month  in  Barry  County.  He  came  to  Nashville  in 
1878,  bought  out  a  foundry  and  operated  the  same 
for  one  year.  He  then  began  buying  live  stock, 
which  he  shipped  to  Buffalo.  He  has  followed  this 
off  and  on  ever  since.  He  also  bought  Texas 
ponies,  which  he  shipped  to  Michigan  and  sold. 

In  1880  Mr.  Brooks  established  his  evaporating 
works  using  at  that  time  only  one  dryer.  He  has 
increased  the  plant  from  time  to  time  until  he  now 
has  six  large  dryers  in  use  and  dries  as  high  as  fifty 
thousand  bushels  of  apples  a  year.  He  also  has  a 
cider  press  and  jelly  factory  in  connection  with  his 
establishment.  In  1888  he  purchased  his  home 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  the  opera- 
tions of  which  he  himself  superintends.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  property  already  mentioned  he  possesses 
two  houses  and  lots,  also  fifty-eight  acres  of  land 
within  the  corporate  limits  of  Nashville.  Mr. 
Brooks  possesses  the  shrewdness  and  ability  which 
has  made  his  business  life  a  success  and  which  is 
characterized  by  enterprise  in  all  his  undertakings. 

The  lady  who  presides  over  the  home  of  our 
subject  was  born  February  4,  1856,  in  Livingston 
County,  Mich.,  and  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Ida 
A.  Cranston.  Mrs.  Brooks  is  a  worthy  woman, 
hospitably  entertaining  all  who  enter  her  doors, 
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and  bearing  a  part  in  the  good  works  promulgated 
in  the  neighborhood.  The  principles  laid  down  in 
the  Democratic  platform  find  a  hearty  supporter 
in  Mr.  Brooks  who,  although  not  a  politician  is 
always  ready  to  do  what  he  can  to  promote  the 
principles  of  good  government.  He  was  Supervisor 
of  Castleton  Township  one  term,  and  School  In- 
spector one  term.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
order. 


\r=^)  ARL  B.  ALLEN  is  a  sturdy  representative 
W]  of  the  pioneers  who  laid  the  foundation  of 
L^  Eaton  County's  prosperity  as  a  rich  agricul- 
tural center,  and  are  still  living  amid  the  scenes  of 
their  labors.  He  is  passing  his  declining  years  at 
Charlotte,  where  he  and  his  good  wife,  who  has 
been  his  devoted  companion  and  helpmate  for  more 
than  half  a  century,  enjoy  all  the  comforts  that 
heart  could  wish  in  one  of  the  many  cozy  homes 
of  the  city. 

Mr.  Allen  is  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  born  in 
the  pleasant  town  of  West  Springfield,  Hampden 
County  May  6,  1811.  His  father's  name  was  War- 
ham  Allen,  and  he  was  also  a  native  of  that  New 
England  town.  He  in  turn  was  a  son  of  William 
Allen,  who  was  a  farmer,  and  so  far  as  known  his 
entire  life  was  passed  in  the  old  Bay  State.  The 
father  of  our  subject  also  spent  his  whole  life  among 
his  native  hills  as  a  farmer.  He  married  Charlotte 
Bement,  a  native  of  Suffield,  Conn.,  and  a  daughter 
of  Edmund  Bement.  The  mother  of. our  subject 
came  to  Michigan  and  lived  at  Charlotte  with  her 
children  the  rest  of  her  days. 

Our  subject  was  in  his  fourteenth  year  when  his 
father  died,  and  shortly  after  that  the  mother  with 
three  of  her  nine  children,  including  Earl  B.,  of 
whom  we  write,  removed  to  Ontario  County  N.  Y., 
making  the  journey  by  stage,  and  settling  at  Man- 
chester. Our  subject  remained  there  until  he  was 
nineteen  years  old,  and  then  in  1830,  with  a  rifle 
over  his  shoulder  and  a  pack  on  his  back,  he  and  a 
companion  started  on  a  pedestrian  tour  to  the  then 
wilds  of  Michigan,  which  had  been  but  compara- 
tively little  explored,  as  it  had  been  only  within 
the  preceding  ten  or  fifteen  years  that  any  attempts 


had  been  made  to  settle  the  interior,  and  the  State 
was  then  under  territorial  government. 

The  two  travelers  made  their  way  through  Can- 
ada, and  after  some  weeks  arrived  at  Detroit,  which 
they  found  to  be  a  small  village  although  it  was  an 
old  town,  having  been  founded  more  than  a  hun- 
dred years  before,  as  early  as  1701.  From  Detroit 
they  proceeded  to  Oakland  County,  and  there  took 
a  job  to  clear  ten  acres  of  timber  land.  They 
worked  at  that  two  weeks  and  then  became  tired 
of  it  and  returned  home  on  foot,  going  back  by  the 
more  southern  route,  confining  themselves  to 
American  soil  and  not  passing  again  through  the 
Queen's  dominion.  They  at  last  found  themselves 
once  more  among  familiar  scenes  and  faces.  They 
were  weary  and  travel-stained,  as  they  had  been 
away  six  weeks  and  had  journeyed  over  oue  thou- 
sand miles.  While  on  his  journey  our  subject  saw 
a  deer  for  the  first  time,  and  he  had  many  experi- 
ences that  have  ever  remained  a  pleasant  remem- 
brance with  him  as  he  looks  back  in  that  far  past 
time. 

After  his  return  to  New  York  Mr.  Allen  rented 
land  at  Manchester  and  remained  there  until  he 
was  twenty-three  years  old.  He  then  went  to  New 
City  and  from  there  to  the  Island  of  Nantucket, 
where  he  embarked  on  a  whale  ship  and  in  the  fol- 
lowing years  had  many  thrilling  adventures  while 
on  a  long  sea  voyage,  in  which  he  visited  many 
strange  lands  and  saw  many  wonderful  sights.  The 
ship  in  which  he  embarked  first  made  for  the  west- 
ern islands,  and  then  sailing  around  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope  and  into  the  waters  of  the  Indian  Ocean 
landed  at  Madagascar.  The  sailors  found  there  an 
uncivilized  race  of  pure-blooded  African  negroes, 
who  wore  little  clothing.  The  ship  steward  bought 
from  the  natives  animals  known  as  sacred  cattle, 
such  as  are  now  exhibited  in  menageries.  The  cat- 
tle were  taken  on  board  and  were  slaughtered  for 
food  as  occasion  required.  The  ship  cruised  in  the 
Indian  Ocean  ten  months  without  making  a  landing 
and  then  went  to  Van  Dieman's  Land,  stopping  there 
and  at  New  Zealand,  and  after  cruising  for  some 
time  in  the  Southern  Pacific  Ocean  returned  to 
Nantucket,  thus  ending  a  voyage  of  three  and  one- 
half  years. 

Doubtless   glad  once  more  to  be  on  terra  firma, 
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our  subject  hastened  as  fast  as  the  stage  conld  con- 
vey him  to  his  old  home  at  Manchester,  N.  Y.  The 
following  spring  he  engaged  as  wheelman  on  a 
steamer  plying  on  Lake  Erie  between  Buffalo  and 
Detroit,  and  acted  in  that  capacity  all  that  season. 
The  ensuing  winter  he  chopped  wood  to  earn  a  liv- 
ing, and  then  rented  land  and  engaged  in  farming 
at  Manchester.  In  1839,  accompanied  by  his 
mother,  sister  and  younger  brother,  he  came  once 
more  to  Michigan,  this  time  to  make  permanent 
settlement,  and  located  in  Eaton  County.  His  eld- 
est brother,  then  a  resident  of  Marshall,  had  visited 
here  before  and  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  in 
Walton  Township.  He  had  hired  the  body  of  a 
log  house  erected,  and  our  subject  labored  in  its 
completion,  splitting  puncheon  for  the  floor  and 
shakes  for  the  roof,  making  the  door  of  a  board 
that  he  procured  at  Bellevue,  and  on  the  9th  of 
June,  that  year,  the  family  removed  into  that  hum- 
ble abode.  Our  subject  and  his  brother  commenced 
at  once  to  clear  some  land  and  by  the  6th  of  Sep- 
tember had  six  acres  ready  for  cultivation  and 
sowed  with  wheat. 

During  that  summer  Mr.  Allen  walked  to  Ionia 
County  and  bought  forty  acres  of  Government 
land  for  his  youngest  brother,  who  settled  on  it, 
and  the  same  season  he  bought  eighty  acres  of  tim- 
ber land  for  himself  in  Walton  Township  at  $3.50 
an  acre.  He  had  to  go  in  debt  for  the  entire  tract 
but  he  worked  with  a  will  until  he  had  won  a  clear  ti- 
tle to  it.  He  built  what  might  be  called  a  log  shanty, 
the  roof  of  which  sloped  but  one  way,  and  in  that 
rude  shelter  he  and  his  wife  commenced  housekeep- 
ing. Mrs.  Allen  did  all  her  cooking  by  the  fire  in 
4he  huge  fireplace,  a  bake  pan,  frying  pan  and  a 
teakettle  being  her  only  outfit.  She  used  to  card 
and  weave  flax  and  wool  and  clad  her  family  in 
homespun. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  were  both  very  indus- 
trious and  worked  cheerfully,  notwithstanding  the 
many  trials  and  hardships  they  had  to  undergo  as 
pioneers  in  a  newly  settled  country  and  well  were 
their  labors  rewarded,  as  they  are  now  in  comfort- 
able circumstances  and  are  well  fortified  against 
want.  Mr.  Allen  bought  other  land  until  he  had 
two  hundred  acres  of  choice,  fertile  farming  land, 
which  he  finely  improved.     He  erected  two  sub- 


stantial sets  of  frame  buildings  and  had  his  farm 
well  supplied  with  everything  necessary  to  carry 
on  agriculture.  He  continued  to  live  on  the  home- 
stead until  he  bought  his  present  residence  at 
Charlotte,  moving  here  over  twelve  years  ago. 

November  28,  1840,  more  than  fifty  years  ago, 
was  the  date  of  an  important  event  in  the  lives 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allen,  as  on  that  occasion  they 
were  wedded,  and  they  have  been  happy  together 
through  these  long  years  of  sunshine  and  shadow. 
One  child  has  been  born  of  their  marriage — Char- 
lotte. She  married  Edwin  Scott  and  they  have 
four  children — -Earl  B.,  Ermina,  Belle  and  Ella. 
Mrs.  Alien's  maiden  name  was  Eliza  Campbell  and 
she  was  born  in  Allegany  County,  N.  Y.,  March 
23,  1815.  Her  father,  Alexander  Campbell,  was 
born  at  Argyle,  Washington  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
was  of  Scotch  parentage.  He  was  reared  in  his 
native  place  and  in  his  young  manhood  became  a 
pioneer  of  Allegany  County.  In  1839  he  left  New 
York  for  Michigan  and  after  a  short  stay  in  Lena- 
wee County  he  came  to  Eaton  County  and  bought 
a  tract  of  land  in  Walton  Township.  His  useful 
career  was  cut  short  soon  after  his  settlement  on 
his  homestead,  as  he  died  in  1840.  Mr.  Alien  po- 
litically is  a  Democrat,  though  he  often  votes  an 
independent  ticket. 


AMES  M.  POWERS.  Among  the  lawyers 
who  .are  favorably  known  in  Bellevue, 
Eaton  County,  is  the  gentleman  whose  life 
history  will  be  outlined  in  the  accompanying 
paragraphs.  He  has  secured  quite  a  large  clientage, 
extending  beyond  the  town  and  into  Ohio,  and  he 
has  even  been  called  upon  to  take  cases  in  Chicago. 
His  reputation  is  that  of  a  man  having  a  substantial 
knowledge  of  legal  principles  and  precedents,  and 
honorable  and  straightforward  in  his  course  in  all 
matters  pertaining  to  his  calling.  For  twelve  years 
he  has  been  the  only  practicing  attorney  in  Belle- 
vue in  his  branch  of  legal  work. 

Mr.  Powers  is  a  lineal  descendant  of  one  of  three 
brothers  who  came  from  Ireland  to  America  many 
years  ago  and  whose  descendants   are   now  to  be 
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found  in  various  parts  of  the  country.  His  grand- 
father was  born  in  Vermont,  and  so  too  was  his 
father,  John  R.  Powers.  The  grandparents  removed 
to  Wyoming  County,  N.  Y.,  during  the  childhood 
of  their  son,  who  carried  on  a  farm  from  the  time 
he  was  old  enough  to  do  so.  In  April,  1849,  he 
came  to  Barry  County,  Mich.,  and  set  up  his  home 
on  new  land  in  Assyria  Township.  He  cleared  and 
improved  two  large  farms- which  he  sold  after  some 
years,  buying  instead  a  tract  in  Bedford  Township, 
Calhoun  County,  consisting  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres. 

The  wife  of  John  R.  Powers,  and  mother  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Wyoming  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Hannah  Johnson.  Her 
father,  Daniel  Johnson,  a  carpenter  by  trade,  was  a 
heavy  contractor  and  builder  in  his  younger  days. 
He  finally  located  in  Barry  County,  this  State,  and 
did  contracting  there  until  his  death  when  seventy- 
eight  years  old.  In  the  War  of  1812  he  fought  at 
Lundy's  Lane  and  was  with  the  detail  that  carried 
Gen.  Scott  across  the  river.  He  was  in  command 
of  the  detachment  in  the  boat  that  was  shattered 
on  the  shore.  His  daughter,  Mrs.  Powers,  is  still 
living  and  all  of  her  eight  children  survive. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  these  par- 
agraphs was  born  at  Attica,  N.  Y.,  February  17, 
1847,  and  the  scene  of  his  earliest  recollections  is 
the  home  of  Judge  Humphrey  in  Barry  County, 
this  State.  His  first  night  there  is  made  memora- 
ble by  his  being  awakened  by  an  unfamiliar  sound 
which  was  occasioned  by  a  bear  in  the  hog-pen.  He 
grew  up  on  the  farm  between  the  beech  and  maple 
timber  which  he  was  early  set  to  clear  away  in  order 
that  the  fields  might  be  plowed.  He  studied  in  the 
log  schoolhouse,  attending  three  months  a  year 
until  he  was  twenty,  first  receiving  instruction 
under  the  rate  bill  system  and  later  in  schools  that 
were  better  kept. 

When  twenty-two  years  of  age  Mr.  Powers  left 
home  and  engaged  in  the  carpenter's  trade,  con- 
tracting and  building  in  South  Barry  quite  exten- 
sively during  the  proper  season.  In  the  winter  he 
taught  school  until  he  had  accumulated  means  with 
which  to  pay  his  expenses  while  attending  the  uni- 
versity. He  was  accidentally  led  to  the  study  of 
Jfjw  $n4  jn  j§76   entered  Uje  }epl  department  of 


the  University  of  Michigan,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  the  spring  of  1878  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Laws.  He  at  once  located  in  Bellevue 
and  opened  an  office  with  the  result  that  has  been 
already  noted.  He  has  been  Notary  Public  and 
Village  Attorney  ever  since  he  came  here  and  has 
been  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  some  years. 

The  home  of  Mr.  Powers  is  presided  over  by  the 
lady  who  became  his  wife  December  27,  1877. 
This  was  Miss  Eliza  J.  Davis,  who  was  born  in 
Assyria  Township,  Barry  County,  and  is  a  daughter 
of  Daniel  Davis,  an  early  settler  in  the  county  and 
a  native  of  this  State.  The  wedding  of"  the  young 
couple  took  place  in  Bellevue  and  to  their  home 
here  they  have  attracted  a  pleasant  circle  of  friends. 
Their  family  consists  of  three  children,  named  re- 
spectively: Lavern,  Harold  and  Leslie.  The  sec- 
ond child,  Earl,  died  when  fourteen  months  old. 

Mr.  Powers  was  Chief  of  the  Fire  Department 
several  years  but  resigned  on  account  of  ill  health. 
He  organized  the  department.  He  belongs  to  the 
Masonic  Lodge  here  and  has  been  Master  for  three 
years.  His  chief  prominence  outside  of  his  pro- 
fession lies  in  political  work,  he  being  a  leading 
Democrat,  a  member  of  the  Township  and  County 
Central  Committees  and  a  delegate  to  every  county 
and  State  convention  for  years  past.  As  long  as 
his  strength  would  permit  he  took  the  field  for  his 
favored  candidates  in  every  campaign,  and  did 
much  to  strengthen  the  hold  of  the  party  upon  the 
masses. 


OLOMON  SHIVELY  carries  on  farming 
on  section  29,  Carlton  Township,  Barry 
County.  He  was  born  in  Sandusky  County, 
Ohio,  on  February  18,  1835,  and  is  one  of 
ten  children,  five  sons  and  five  daughters.  The 
brothers  are  all  living  but  three  of  the  sisters  are 
now  deceased.  Little  is  known  concerning  the 
early  history  of  the  family  save  that  it  is  of  Ger- 
man origin  and  was  probably  founded  in  America 
during  Colonial  days.  The  father  of  our  subject, 
Daniel  Shively,  was  born  in  Lancaster  County,  Pa., 
May  10,  1310,  and  on  leaving  his  native  State  f\»* 
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moved  to  Richland  County,  Ohio.  Ho  was  a  shoe- 
maker by  trade  but  in  later  life  engaged  in  farming. 
On  his  removal  to  Sandusky  County,  Ohio,  he  pur- 
chased a  tract  of  timbered  land,  built  a  log  cabin 
and  began  life  in  true  pioneer  style.  Prosperity 
attended  his  efforts^and  in  course  of  time  the  cabin 
home  was  replaced  by  a  good  frame  residence,  the 
farm  was  well  cultivated  and  improved  and  he  also 
engaged  to  a  considerable  extent  in  raising  stock. 
At  length  he  disposed  of  his  interests  in  Sandusky 
County  and  removed  to  Clyde,  Ohio,  where  he  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  days,  dying  August  17,  1890. 
He  served  as  Pathmaster,  filled  a  number  of  school 
offices  and  was  a  prominent  and  influential  citizen. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  spent  his  early  life  in 
the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads,  and  in  the  schools 
of  the  neighborhood  acquired  his  education  which 
he  has  greatly  supplemented  by  subsequent  reading 
and  observation,  thus  becoming  a  well-informed 
man.  A  marriage  ceremony  performed  in  Sandusky 
County  by  Dr.  J.  C.  Thompson  on  the  10th  of 
April,  1862,  united  the  destinies  of  Solomon 
Shively  and  Annette  Inman,  who  was  born  in  that 
county,  December  4,  1842.  Her  father  was  a  farmer 
and  served  as  the  first  Assessor  in  his  township.  He 
then  held  the  office  of  County  Commissioner  for 
twelve  years,  after  which  he  represented  his  county 
in  the  State  Legislature  for  four  years  and  died  in 
April,  1877.  while  holding  that  office.  His  daugh- 
ter Annette  was  the  second  child  in  a  family  of  four 
sons  and  six  daughters,  eight  of  whom  are  yet  liv- 
ing at  this  writing  in  1891. 

In  the  fall  succeeding  his  marriage,  Mr.  Shively 
enlisted  in  the  National  Guards  as  a  member  of 
Company  F,  Fiftieth  Ohio  Infantry,  and  on  the  ex- 
piration of  his  first  term  of  enlistment  again  entered 
the  service  on  February  14,  1864,  as  one  of  the 
boys  in  blue  of  the  Third  Ohio  Cavalry.  He  was 
then  sent  to  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  with  his  com- 
mand to  Louisville,  Ky.,  under  Capt.  Isabel  and 
Capt.  Paul  Dean.  From  Louisville  the  troops 
marched  to  Columbia,  Tenn.,  and  subsequently 
took  part  in  the  battles  of  Kenesaw  Mountain, 
Selma,  Ala.,  and  those  of  the  Atlanta  campaign, 
after  which  Mr.  Shively  was  sent  to  the  hospital. 
When  the  war  was  over  he  was  honorably  dis- 
charge from  tlie  sfryige  jn  1865,  and  returned  to 


his  home.  He  still  has  in  his  possession  the  haver- 
sack which  he  carried  and  which  is  a  cherished 
memento  of  his  army  life. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shively  have  been  born  six 
children  as  follows:  John  F.  who  wedded  Mary 
Lotherman  and  resides  in  Ionia  County;  Albert  E. 
who  married  Nellie  McGregor  and  is  living  in 
Carlton  Township;  Mymenta,  wife  of  Bert  Fair- 
child,  of  Hastings;  Eldorado  E.  who  married  San- 
ford  Rogers  and  lives  in  Carlton  Township;  Adelbert 
D.  and  Armanie.  This  family  is  well  and  favorably 
known  throughout  the  county.  Mr.  Shively  held  a 
number  of  school  offices  in  Ohio  and  also  filled  the 
position  of  Pathmaster.  He  is  a  member  of  Fitz- 
gerald Post,  No.  125,  G.  A.  R.  of  Hastings  and  his 
wife  holds  membership  with  the  Methodist  Church. 

— — «»*«g«3»f  «!•%»*«>> 


HILIP  W.  BURGESS,  County  Superinten- 
dent of  the  Poor,  who  is  engaged  in  farming 
on  section  3,  Hastings  Township,  Barry 
County,  claims  Ohio  as  the  State  of  his  nativ- 
ity, his  birth  having  occurred  in  Richland  County, 
on  the  27th  of  August,  1844.  His  paternal  grand- 
father, David  P.  Burgess,  served  in  the  War  of  1812, 
and  his  father,  Thomas  A.  Burgess,  enlisted  for  the 
late  war.  He  was  born  in  New  York,  December 
14,  1805,  and  became  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers 
of  Richland  County,  Ohio,  whither  he  removed  in 
1836.  He  was  the  eldest  child  in  a  family  which 
numbered  four  sons  and  four  daughters.  He  mar- 
ried Catherine  B.  Smith,  who  was  born  in  Seneca 
County,  Ohio,  in  1826.  Her  great-uncle  was  the 
first  white  settler  of  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,and  two 
of  her  father's  brothers,  while  returning  to  their 
home  in  Pennsylvania  from  the  War.  of  1812  in 
which  they  had  borne  arms,  passed  through  that 
county.  So  well  pleased  were  they  with  its  natural 
prospects  that  two  years  later  they  sold  their  homes 
in  Pennsylvania  and  removed  thither.  After  a 
number  of  3rears  residence  in  Ohio  Mr.  Burgess 
and  his  family  started  westward  and  in  1857  became 
residents  of  Kalamazoo  County,  Mich.,  where  he 
rente;!  a  farm  upon  which  he  made  his  home  for 
eight  years?     At  tji£  close  of  tbe  war  in    1865,  h§ 
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then  sold  his  property  in  Kalamazoo  County  and 
came  to  Barry  County,  locating  in  Rutland  Town- 
ship. He  had  enlisted  under  Capt.  Finch  of  the 
Thirteenth  Artillery,  but  was  never  in  any  battle. 
He  died  in  1868,  in  the  faith  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  of  which  he  had  been  a  true  and  consistent 
member  the  greater  part  of  his  life. 

Like  his  honored  father,  Philip  Burgess  responded 
to  his  country's  call  for  troops  to  crush  out  the 
Rebellion  and  in  1 862  became  a  member  of  Company 
A,  Second  Battalion,  Sixteenth  United  States 
troops.  He  was  first  sent  to  Columbus,  Ohio,  and 
while  there  was  taken  sick  which  necessitated  his 
removal  to  the  hospital,  where  he  lay  from  Febru- 
ary until  May.  He  then  rejoined  his  regiment  and 
was  sent  to  CoUimbus,  Ky.,  where  he  remained 
twenty  months  doing  duty  at  headquarters.  After 
serving  as  scout  for  a  time  he  again  joined  the  reg- 
ular army  at  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  in  February, 
1864,  and  the  following  month  was, engaged  in  the 
battle  at  Tunnel  Hill.  On  the  7th  of  May,  Sher- 
man opened  his  campaign  and  joining  the  forces  of 
that  General  he  took  part  in  its  many  engagements 
and  the  celebrated  march  to  the  sea.  Among  others, 
Mr.  Burgess  participated  in  the  battles  of  Buzzard's 
Roost,  Resaca,  New  Hope,  Kenesaw  Mountain, 
Marietta,  Ga.,  Peach  Tree  Creek,  Atlanta  and 
Jonesboro.  After  three  years  service  he  was  mus- 
tered out,  received  his  discharge  and  at  once  re- 
turned to  his  home. 

In  1865  Mr.  Burgess  was  joined  in  wedlock  with 
Miss  Mary  L.  Taylor,  a  native  of  Monroe  County, 
N.  Y.,  June  13.  1849,  and  a  daughter  of  William 
J.  and  Armenia  (Quick)  Taylor.  They  were  par- 
ents of  five  sons  and  five  daughters,  the  second  in 
order  of  birth  being  Mrs.  Burgess.  The  year  1856 
witnessed  the  arrival  of  the  Taylor  family  in  Mich- 
igan, they  making  their  home  in  Kalamazoo  County. 
Much  of  the  married  life  of  Mr.  Burgess  and  his 
wife  have  been  spent  on  their  present  farm  where 
they  have  a  pleasant  home.  Unto  them  has  been 
born  one  child,  George  A.,  who  is  still  under  the 
parental  roof.  Our  subject  is  a  prominent  and  in- 
fluential citizen  of  this  community  and  has  held 
the  office  of  Clerk  of  Rutland  Township  for  two 
years  and  has  been  Supervisor  for  the  same  length 
gf  time  of  Efastfngs  Township.     A,s  before  stated. 


he  is  the  present  County  Superintendent  of  the 
Poor  of  Barry  County,  a  position  which  he  has 
acceptably  filled  for  the  past  three  years.  Socially 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  Post  of  Hast- 
ings and  is  a  Master  Mason.  His  management  of 
the  Poor  Farm  has  won  him  the  confidence  of  his 
constituents  and  is  well  worthy  of  their  regard,  for 
his  life  has  been  well  spent  in  an  honorable  and  un- 
assuming manner  such  as  characterizes  a  good  citi- 
zen. 


#-^ 


-<<— 


gg—m/ERA  RAWSON,  a  respected  citizen  and 
farmer  residing  on  section  18,  town  of  Ver- 
montville,  Eaton  County,  was  born  in  Gill, 
Mass.,  April  14,  1819,  and  is  a  son  ofBelaand  Mary 
Rawson,  who  were  also  born  in  the  Bay  State.  With 
their  family  they  left  Massachusetts  about  1820, 
and  removed  to  Wilmey,  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y., 
where  they  made  their  home  until  their  emigration 
in  1838  to  Lorain  County,  Ohio,  where  the  death  of 
both  parents  occurred.  While  a  resident  of  Massa- 
chusetts and  New  York,  Mr.  Rawson  followed  mill- 
ing but  during  his  stay  in  Ohio  devoted  his 
attention  to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  became 
possessed  of  a  comfortable  competence  but  met 
severe  financial  reverses  on  account  of  going  secur- 
ity for  friends  and  died  a  poor  man.  He  was  a 
Whig  in  politics  and  a  Universalist  in  religious 
belief.  His  wife  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church.  His  death  occurred  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
four  years  and  his  wife  died  in  her  seventy -eighth 
year.  Unto  them  were  born  nine  children — Zera 
who  was  drowned  at  the  age  of  eight  years ;  Ropha 
who  died  in  Lorain  County,  Ohio,  aged  sixty 
years;  Francis  died  in  Ohio,  in  1890,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-one;  Lucretia  is  the  widow  of  Henry  Hub- 
bard and  resides  in  Missouri;  Mary,  deceased  wife 
of  Henry  Hornby  of  Lorain  County,  Ohio;  Zera, 
our  subject;  Bela  who  died  in  Ohio,  at  the  age  of 
forty-eight  years;  Ara,  a  farmer  of  the  Buckeye 
State;  and  one  child  who  died  in  infancy. 

As  Zera  Rawson  was  only  a  }Tear  old  when  his 
parents  left  Massachusetts,  the  greater  part  of  h\> 
boyhood  days  was  spent  in  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y., 
where  he  received   his  ed ucation  in  the  common 
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schools7of  the  neighborhood  and  was  reared  to 
manhood  on  his  father's  farm.  He  went  to  Ohio, 
in  1835,  but  after  a  year  passed  in  Lorain  County 
returned  to  the  Empire  State,  going  again  to  Lorain 
County  in  1841.  He  there  followed  farming  until 
1883,  when  he  disposed  of  his  interests  and  busi- 
ness and  came  to  Eaton  County,  Mich.,  wishing  to 
be  near  his  children  who  had  found  homes  in  this 
vicinity.  He  purchased  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  on  section  18,  town  of  Vermontville 
and  resumed  the  occupation  which  he  has  followed 
the  greater  part  of  his  life.  He  also  during  his 
earlier  years,  carried  on  milling  for  a  quarter  of  a 
0  century  in  connection  with  his  other  work.  In 
every  sense  of  the  word  Mr.  Rawson  is  a  self-made 
man.  He  began  life  a  poor  boy,  borrowed  the 
money  with  which  to  embark  in  business  and  then, 
bending  every  energy  to  the  task  before  him, 
worked  his  way  steadily  upward  to  a  position  of 
wealth  and  affluence.  He  is  now  living  a  retired 
life,  having  rented  his  farm  to  his  son  and  in  the 
enjoyment  of  the  fruits  of  former  toil  expects  to 
spend  his  declining  days.  He  has  never  taken  any 
very  active  part  in  public  affairs,  except  to  encour- 
age and  aid  in  the  advancement  of  such  interests  as 
would  benefit  the  community.  In  politics  he  is 
independent  and,  hampered  not  by  any  party  ties, 
he  supports  the  best  men  and  measures. 

For  fifty  years  of  his  life,  his  trials  and  adversity, 
his  joy  and  prosperity  have  been  shared  by  one 
who  has  proved  to  him  a  true  helpmate.  On  No- 
vember 23,  1840,  Mr.  Rawson  and  Miss  Martha 
Ames  were  married  in  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.,and 
on  November  23,  1890,  they  celebrated  their 
Gftieth  wedding  anniversary  at  their  home  in  Ver- 
montville Township  where  were  present  their  nine 
children  and  all  of  their  grandchildren.  Mrs. 
Rawson  was  born  in  Jefferson  County,  July  13, 
1823,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Dexter  and  Olive 
(Gardener)  Ames  who  were  natives  of  New  York 
and  spent  their  last  days  in  Lorain  County,  Ohio. 
The  family  of  our  subject  and  his  wife  numbers 
the  following  children:  Benjamin  T.,  a  farmer  of 
Vermontville  Township,  married  Miss  Ellen  Free- 
meyer,  by  whom  he  has  six  children— Charlie, 
Cassie,  Frankie,  Hattie,  Harrison  and  Daisy.  John 
yf^  wiio  married  J^Qnqi,  Young,  bv  whom,  he   has 


three  children,  Dora,  Ernest  and  Byron,  is  a  resi- 
dent farmer  of  Sunfield  Township.  Edmund  E.,  a 
farmer  of  the  town  of  Vermontville,  married  Nancy 
L.  Monroe,  of  La  Grange,  Ohio,  and  their  children 
are  Nellie  and  Freddie.  Addieisthe  wife  of  Lucian 
Richmond,  a  merchant  of  La  Grange,  Ohio,  by 
whom  she  has  four  children — John,  Lucy,  Roy 
and  Meda.  Bela,  who  wedded  Miss  Maud  Wheeler, 
is  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  Vermontville 
Township.  Sarah  E.  is  the  wife  of  William  Aveiy, 
a  farmer  of  Pittsfield,  Lorain  County,  Ohio,  by 
whom  she  has  three  children,  Lula,  Edith  and  Win- 
field.  Laura  E.  is  the  wife  of  Charles  A.  Newton, 
a  farmer  and  teacher  of  Hastings,  Mich.,  and  their 
children  are  Charles,  William  and  Leonard.  Fred- 
erick E.  who  is  operating  the  home  farm,  married 
Miss  Mettie  Hurd  and  they  have  one  daughter, 
Luella.  Henry  H.,  of  La  Grange,  Ohio,  married 
Miss  Lena  Johnston,  and  unto  them  have  been  born 
a  son  and  daughter,  Thad  and  Hazel.  In  this  large 
family  there  has  been  but  one  death,  that  of  a 
grandchild,  in  half  a  century.  Respected  and  use- 
ful citizens  of  Eaton  County  where  they  have  so 
long  resided,  they  well  deserve  a  representation  in 
this  history. 


^^E 


ARON  D.  D.  OLMSTED.  To  the  early 
pioneers  who  shared  in  the  hardships  of 
frontier  life  and  developed  the  wild  land 
into  farms  of  rich  fertility  is  owed  a  debt 
of  gratitude  which  can  never  be  repaid,  but  their 
memory  will  be  cherished  by  generations  who  are 
benefited  by  their  arduous  labors.  Mr.  Olmsted 
and  his  estimable  wife  are  of  this  class,  and  not 
only  in  Eaton,  but  in  a  neighboring  county  their 
names  are  recalled  with  respect  and  gratitude.  They 
have  been  for  some  time  living  in  Hamlin  Town- 
ship, where  they  have  many  sincere  friends. 

The  birthplace  of  Mr.  Olmsted  was  Auburn, 
N.  Y.,  and  his  natal  day  September  3,  1815.  He 
grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  State  and  came  to 
Michigan  while  it  was  still  a  Territory,  locating  in 
Eaton  County  in  1836.  The  following  year  he  was 
marrfe$  ajid  wfth  his   w|fe  established  a   horge  jrj 
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Ingham  County,  where  they  remained  a  few  years. 
The  young  couple  were  poor  and  their  first  dwell- 
ing was  a  rude  one  built  of  round  logs,  with  a 
puncheon  floor  and  a  door  of  hewed  basswood. 
The  furniture  was  of  the  rudest  description,  but 
happiness  dwelt  with  them  even  though  frugality 
and  close  economy  were  needed.  After  two  years 
of  life  here  they  went  to  Orleans  County,  N.  Y., 
where  they  sojourned  seven  years.  Their  next 
home  was  at  Petoskey,  this  State,  and  thence  they 
came  again  to  Eaton  County  in  1881,  taking  pos- 
session of  a  farm  in  Hamlin  Township. 

The  wife  of  Mr.  Olmsted  was  known  in  her 
maidenhood  as  Miss  Philena  Brown  and  entered 
upon  her  married  life  December  14,  1837.  She  has 
borne  her  husband  three  children — Morris  M., 
Frances  and  Henry  L.  Morris  enlisted  in  the 
Second  Michigan  Cavalry,  Company  B,  and  served 
until  July  6,  1864,  when  he  was  accidentally  killed 
near  Nashville,  Tenn.  Henry  is  now  a  prominent 
farmer  of  Hamlin  Township  and  has  an  honorable 
war  record,  having  enlisted  in  the  Sixth  Michigan 
Infantry,  been  transferred  to  the  heavy  artillery 
and  discharged  at  the  close  of  the  war.  His  wife 
was  formerly  Miss  Eliza  Dixon.  Frances  married 
Joseph  Rounds,  who  was  a  Union  soldier. 


fjr=^)  LIAS  D.  WILLIAMS,  a  retired  farmer  resid- 
jlU)  ing  on  section  30,  town  of  Vermontville, 
|_l -^  Eaton  County,  claims  Ohio  as  the  State  of 
his  nativity.  He  was  born  in  Medina,  Medina 
County,  January  14,  1838,  and  is  a  son  of  George 
D.  and  Anna  (Lyon)  Williams.  We  have  no  au- 
thentic record  concerning  the  history  of  this  fam- 
ily but  tradition  says  that  they  are  descendants  of 
Roger  Williams  of  Rhode  Island.  The  early  mem- 
bers of  the  family  were  all  of  a  military  turn  of 
mind  and  the  grandfather  of  our  subject  served  in 
the  War  of  1812.  He  married  and  had  five  sons, 
George  D.,  Ryan,  Elijah,  Lorenzo  and  one  other 
whose  name  has  been  lost.  All  were  ministers  and 
tyeearne  residents  of  Michigan  witlj  the  exception 


of  Lorenzo,  who  went  to  California  and  in  all 
probability  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  that. 
State. 

Rev.  George  D,  Williams  was  born  in  William- 
son^. Y.,  June  24,  1811,  and  on  the  12th  of 
April,  1832,  married  Anna  Lyon.  This  lady  was 
born  in  Mendon,  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  December 
26,  1815,  and  was  a  sister  of  Gen.  Nathaniel  Lyon, 
of  military  fame.  Their  father  served  in  the  War 
of  1812.  From  his  boyhood  Rev.  Mr.  Williams  de- 
voted his  entire  life  to  the  ministry.  He  was  for 
some  time  located  in  Fowlerville,  now  Inverness, 
Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  and  later  went  to  Erie 
County,  N.  Y.,  whence  he  removed  to  Medina 
County,  Ohio.  In  1844  he  became  a  resident  of 
Branch  County,  Mich.,  and  spent  his  last  days  in 
ministerial  work  in  Calhoun  County,  this  State, 
where  he  died  February  21,  1847.  His  wife  sur- 
vived him  about  a  year,  when  she  too  was  called 
to  her  final  rest.  They  were  parents  of  the  follow- 
ing children — Cordelia  who  died  in  infancy;  Vio- 
letta,  deceased  wife  of  William  II.  Davis,  of  Kala- 
mo,  Mich.;  Melissa,  deceased;  Elias  D.;  Alfred  R., 
a  farmer  in  the  town  of  Vermontville;  Iantha  C, 
wife  of  Charles  W.  Loomis,  of  Marshall,  Mich.;  and 
Arvesta  A.,  wife  of  Isaac  Vandyke  of  Kalamo, 
Mich. 

Our  subject  was  the  fourth  child  in  the  family, 
His  father  dying  in  1847,  and  bis  mother  in  1848, 
he  was  left  an  orphan  at  the  age  of  nine  years. 
The  children  then  found  homes  among  strangers, 
Elias  going  to  Southwestern  Illinois  with  a  mission- 
ary, with  whom  he  remained  for  a  year  or  more. 
Returning  to  this  State,  although  but  a  youth,  he 
began  life  for  himself  in  Calhoun  County,  working 
at  any  employment  which  lie  could  get  to  do  that 
would  afford  him  an  honest  living.  He  learned 
the  trade  of  book-binding  and  the  baker's  trade  and 
traveled  extensively  from  place  to  place,  visiting 
many  States  in  the  Union. 

Mr.  Williams  was  in  the  United  States  standing 
army  at  the  time  of  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil 
War  and  remained  in  the  general  service  until 
June,  1861,  when  he  was  assigned  to  Company  G, 
Third  United  States  Regiment,  Infantry.  He  never 
served  with  the  regiment,  however,  for  after  the 
first  battle  of  Bull  Run  he  was  doing  detailed  duty 
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as  hospital  steward,  at  Ft.  Hamilton  in  New  York 
Harbor,  and  was  there  until  the  fall  of  1862,  when 
he  was  mustered  out  and  enlisted  in  the  Sixth 
Michigan  Heavy  Artillery,  serving  with  that  com- 
mand until  August  20,  1865,  when  he  was  honor- 
ably discharged  at  New  Orleans,  the  war  having 
been  brought  to  a  close.  He  still  has  in  his  posses- 
sion a  piece  of  hardtack  which  was  given  him  on 
board  the  steamer  Baltic  on  the  Atlantic  April  14, 
1861,  after  the  evacuation  of  Ft.  Sumter,  he  hav- 
ing participated  in  the  bombardment  of  that  fort 
under  Major  Anderson.  A  sunstroke  received  dur- 
ing service  inflicted  permanent  disability  on  Mr. 
Willliams  and  in  part  compensation  to  him  for  the 
loss  of  his  health  the  Government  awarded  him  a 
pension  of  $30  per  month. 

In  August,  1862,  Mr.  Williams  and  Miss  Rosanna 
York  were  married  in  Kalamo,  Mich.  The  lady 
was  born  in  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  June  16,  1842, 
and  was  the  daughter  of  John  York,  an  English- 
man, who  died  in  the  Empire  State.  The  death  of 
Mrs.  Williams  occurred  November  10,  1864.  She 
died  leaving  a  little  son,  Frederick,  who  is  now  a 
farmer  of  Kalamo,  Mich.  His  wife  was  formerly 
Mrs.  Carrie  Wyte  of  Gratiot,  Mich.  On  the  23rd  of 
April,  1866,  Mr.  Williams  formed  a  matrimonial 
alliance  with  Mrs.  Mary  Matteson,  of  Kalamo,  who 
was  born  in  Schoharie  County,  N.  Y.,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Peter  and  Catherine  (Wagoner)  Mc- 
Derby.  She  was  a  widow  at  the  time  of  her  sec- 
ond marriage,  her  husband  having  been  Oliver 
Matteson,  of  Kalamo.  They  were  parents  of  six 
children. 

Mr.  Williams  is  in  every  sense  of  the  word  a  self- 
made  man.  He  not  only  had  no  capital  with  which 
to  begin  life  but  was  also  without  the  help  of  an 
education.  He  attended  school  only  four  months 
in  his  life  and  that  after  he  was  fourteen  years  of 
of  age,  but  by  varied  reading  and  study  in  his  leis- 
ure hours  he  has  become  well-informed  on  all  gen- 
eral topics  and  now  does  a  great  deal  of  literary 
work  such  as  writing  for  papers,  etc.  As  soon  as 
he  had  sufficiently  recovered  his  health  after  the 
war,  he  began  farming  in  Kalamo,  Mich.,  where  he 
remained  until  1885,  when  he  removed  to  his  pres- 
ent farm  of  forty  acres  on  section  30,  Vermont- 
y}l}e  Jownship.  Disability  resulting  from  }} is  hard   j 


service  prevents  him  engaging  in  active  business 
life  and  he  is  now  living  in  retirement,  the  fruits  of 
his  former  toil  and  his  pension  being  sufficient  to 
provide  him  with  all  of  the  necessities  and  many 
of  the  luxuries  of  life.  Socially  he  is  a  member  of 
Jefferds  Post,  No.  82,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Nashville,  and 
is  now  the  worthy  member  of  the  Masonic  Lodge, 
No.  255,  of  that  place.  Widely  and  favorably 
known  throughout  the  community  he  well  deserves 
representation  in  this  volume,  and  it  is  with  pleas- 
ure that  we  present  to  our  readers  this  brief  per- 
sonal sketch  and  his  lithographic  portrait  on  another 
page. 

ffi  AMES  H.  WEBBER.  The  publishers  of  the 
Biographical  Album  would  fail  in  their 
purpose  of  presenting  to  their  readers  the 
_  lives  of  those  who  are  exerting  an  influence 
upon  their  respective  communities  were  they  to 
omit  from  its  pages  that  of  J.  H.  Webber,  one  of 
Eaton  County's  most  enterprising  and  practical 
farmers.  Were  an  additional  reason  needed  for 
inserting  his  history  here  it  would  be  found  in  the 
fact  that  he  gave  several  of  his  best  years  to  the 
Union  cause,  hazarding  his  life  on  many  a  bloody 
field  and  enduring  the  discomforts  of  campaigning 
with  cheerfulness  and  true  courage. 

The  Webber  family  is  traced  to  Holland  but  sev- 
eral generations  made  their  homes  in  England. 
William  Webber  was  a  gentleman's  servant  there 
and  his  son  James  was  a  farmer  in  Devonshire. 
The  last  named  married  Sarah  Labbitt,  whose  fa- 
ther was  a  Devonshire  farmer,  and  in  1842  the 
young  couple  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  try  their  for- 
tunes in  the  New  World.  They  were  six  weeks  on 
board  a  sail  vessel  and  after  landing  went  at  once 
to  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  where  Mr.  Webber 
bought  a  farm  and  carried  on  his  work  until  1855. 
He  then  came  to  Calhoun  County,  Mich.,  and  rented 
land  in  Pennfield  Township  two  years,  after  which 
he  located  in  Eaton  County.  He  bought  forty  acres 
on  section  23,  Kalamo  Township,  improved  it 
well  and  operated  it  until  called  hence  in  1874  at 
the  age  of  fifty -one  years.  His  wife  also  died  here. 
T hey  belonged  to  the  Episcopal  Chyireji  and  Mr, 
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Webber  was  a  member  of  the  Republican  party. 
They  left  a  family  of  five  children,  of  whom  J.  H. 
is  the  first-born  and  the  only  native  of  England. 

Henry  Labbitt,  the  maternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject  came  to  America  in  1840  and  established 
his  home  in  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.  He  had  been 
in  the  English  navy  during  his  early  life  and  dur- 
ing the  War  of  1812  while  taking  part  in  an  en- 
gagement off  the  coast  of  the  United  States  he  was 
wounded,  losing  two  fingers. 

The  natal  day  of  James  H.  Webber  was  January 
30,  1842,  and  his  birthplace  Taunton,  Devonshire, 
England.  He  was  but  six  weeks  old  wherl  his  par- 
ents embarked  for  America  and  his  boyhood  was 
passed  in  New  York.  He  then  accompanied  his  fa- 
ther and  mother  to  this  State  and  continued  as  cir- 
cumstances would  allow  the  education  that  he  had 
begun  in  the  East  and  the  farm  work  in  which  he 
was  his  father's  right-hand  man.  When  nineteen 
years  old  he  left  his  home  for  a  life  on  the  tented 
field  and  was  not  again  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil 
until  after  the  war  closed.  He  then  rented  a  farm 
in  Vermontville  Township,  Eaton  County,  but  after 
operating  it  a  year  bought  sixty  acres  in  Carmel 
Township.  Eighteen  months  later  he  sold  that 
property  and  purchased  a  forty-acre  tract  of  timber 
land  in  the  township  in  which  he  now  lives.  This 
he  improved  and  operated  until  the  fall  of  1876, 
when  he  sold  it  for  $2,200. 

Mr.  Webber  then  bought  sixty  acres  of  his  pres- 
ent estate,  which  was  but  partially  improved,  and 
locating  upon  it  he  added  to  its  conveniences  and 
to  its  extent.  He  now  owns  one  hundred  and  forty 
acres  on  sections  10  and  15,  all  under  improvement, 
fenced  into  convenient  fields  and  supplied  with  a 
complete  line  of  barns,  granaries  and  sheds.  A 
thriving  orchard  and  a  grove  of  sugar  maples  cov- 
ering twenty-five  acres  furnish  an  abundant  supply 
of  their  products  to  the  family  and  market.  Mr. 
Webber  uses  the  Champion  Evaporator  in  prepar- 
ing apples  for  sale  and  manufactures  two  thousand 
pounds  of  sugar  per  season.  He  raises  full-blooded 
stock,  the  horses  being  Percheron  and  English 
draft  and  the  sheep  Merinoes.  His  flock  of  the  lat- 
ter numbers  one  hundred  head.  He  raises  large 
crops  of  cereals,  for  which  his  land  is  well  adapted. 
WUen  §  young   man  Mr.  Webber  worked   at  the 


carpenter's  trade  and  he  has  built  almost  all  the 
structures  that  now  stand  on  his  estate. 

The  enrollment  of  Mr.  Webber  as  a  member  of 
Company  H,  Sixth  Michigan  Infantry,  took  place 
in  August,  1862.  After  being  mustered  into  the 
service  at  Detroit  he  was  sent  to  New  York  and 
thence  to  New  Orleans,  where  he  remained  most  of 
the  winter.  He  was  out  on  one  raid  to  guard 
Manchac  Pass  and  suffered  considerably  from  sick- 
ness, finally  receiving  a  discharge  for  physical  dis- 
ability and  being  mustered  out  February  10,  1863. 
Returning  home  he  became  restored  to  health  and 
as  soon  as  his  strength  would  permit  re-enlisted, 
joining  Company  H,  Second  Missouri  Cavalry  in 
August,  1864.  He  was  mustered  in  at  St.  Louis, 
took  part  in  the  Kirby  Smith  raid  and  was  then  or- 
dered to  Nashville  but  reached  there  too  late  to 
join  in  the  fight.  The  company  then  went  to  East- 
port,  Miss.,  and  thence  to  Chattanooga  which  it 
made  headquarters  until  the  spring  of  1865.  A 
raid  to  Atlanta  was  next  in  order,  after  which  the 
boys  were  ordered  back  to  Chattanooga  and  were 
there  mustered  out  June  23,  1865,  and  in  a  short 
time  discharged  at  Nashville,  Tenn. 

The  worth  of  a  good  wife  is  something  to  which 
Mr.  Webber  is  ever  ready  to  testify.  He  won  for 
his  helpmate  Miss  Eudora  M.  Babcock,  to  whom  he 
was  joined  in  the  holy  bonds  of  matrimony  Sep- 
tember 23,  1866,  the  ceremony  taking  place  at  the 
bride's  home  in  Kalamo.  She  was  born  there 
November  1,  1847,  and  carefully  reared  by  her 
parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Benjamin  Babcock,  of  whom 
further  mention  is  made  in  the  sketch  of  their  son- 
in-law, -William  Jordan.  Mrs.  Webber  received  a 
good  education  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years 
took  up  the  profession  of  teaching,  which  she  soon 
abandoned  to  assume  the  duties  of  wifehood.  To 
her  have  been  born  four  children — Clarence,  Otis, 
Burt  and  Carlton.  She  and  her  husband  met 
with  a  sore  bereavement  in  the  death  of  their  first- 
born, which  took  place  when  he  was  but  a  year  old, 
and  in  that  of  their  youngest  who  lived  to  be  eight 
years  of  age.  They  look  forward  to  a  happy  meet- 
ing in  the  land  beyond  tthe  tomb,  where  their 
family  wili  never  more  be  broken  up  the  Destroy- 
ing Angel. 

In  educational  matters  Mr.  Webber  has>lwav§ 
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been  much  interested  and  he  is  now  School  Treas- 
urer, after  having  served  as  Director  eight  years 
and  Inspector  one  year.  He  belongs  to  A.  S.  Will- 
iams Post,  No.  40,  G.  A.  R.,  and  to  the  Grange  at 
Kalamo,  in  the  latter  having  been  Secretary,  Chap- 
lain, Overseer  and  Steward.  His  wife  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Grange  and  both  belong  to  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Kalamo,  of  which 
Mr.  Webber  is  Steward,  and  in  the  Sunday-school, 
of  which  he  teaches.  Mrs.  Webber  belongs  to  the 
Mission  and  Aid  Societies  and  is  President  of  the 
latter,  as  she  is  of  the  Woman's  Christian  Temper- 
ance Union  at  Kalamo.  Her  intellectual  ability, 
culture  and  refinement  are  such  as  to  give  her  great 
influence  in  society  and  thoroughly  qualify  her  to 
carry  on  the  work  of  the  organizations  in  which 
she  is  interested.  Mr.  Webber  is  a  Republican  and 
has  frequently  been  a  delegate  to  conventions. 


TEPHEN  S.  SCHAUTZ  is  one  of  the  sue- 
cessful  and  wide  awake  young  merchants 
of  Woodland,Barry  County, and  the  present 
efficient  and  popular  Postmaster.  He  is  a  na- 
tive of  Ohio,  having  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light 
of  day  in  Stark  County,  April  28,  1858.  The  family 
is  of  German  origin  and  was  founded  by  his  pater- 
nal grandfather,  a  native  of  Germany,  who  crossed 
the  Atlantic  and  with  his  wife  and  children  located 
in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  In  1843  he  removed  to  Stark 
County,  Ohio,  where  he  died  at  an  advanced  age. 
Philip  Schautz,  father  of  our  subject,  was  a  lad*of 
ten  summers  at  the  time  of  his  parents'  emigration 
to  the  United  States.  In  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  he  learned 
the  trade  of  a  gunsmith,  which  he  followed  at  that 
place  until  1843,  when  he  removed  to  Canal  Ful- 
ton, Ohio,  where  he  again  worked  at  his  chosen 
occupation  for  about  twenty-two  years.  His  resi- 
dence in  Barry  County,  Mich.,  dates  from  1866. 
He  now  owns  and  operates  a  fine  farm  of  one  hun- 
dred acres  situated  southwest  of  Woodland,  and  is 
accounted  one  of  the  leading  and  substantial  agri- 
culturalists of  the  community.  In  connection  with 
general  farming  he  also  works  at  his  trade  to  some 
extent.     He  married  Anna  Mater,  a  native  of  Ger- 


many, who  came  to  this  country  when  a  maiden 
of  ten  summers.  Unto  them  have  been  born  eight 
children,  six  of  whom  are  now  living.  Mr. 
Schautz  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  United 
Brethren  Church  and  in  political  sentiment  he  is  a 
Republican. 

In  the  usual  manner  of  farmer   lads  our  subject 
spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth,  assisting 
his  father  in  the  labors  of  the  farm  during  the  sum- 
mer months  and  attending  the  district  schools  of 
the  neighborhood  in  the  winter  season.     When  he 
had   attained   to   mature   years   he  left  home  and 
began  life  for  himself,  clerking  in   a  grocery  store 
for  his  brother  who   was   engaged   in   business  at 
Hastings.     Occupying  that  position  for  two  years 
he  went  to  South   Dakota  and   pre-empted  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  remaining  there 
two  years,  making  improvements  and  cultivating 
his  claim.     This  farm,  which  is  situated  in  Brown 
and  Edmonds  Counties,   he  now  rents.     We  next 
find  Mr.  Schautz  in  Rockford,  111.,  where  he  was 
employed  as  salesman   in  a  grocery  store  for  two 
and  one-half  years,  after   which   he  embarked   in 
business     for     himself    in    that    line,    continuing 
operations    for    about   twelve    months,  and    then 
travelled    for    Chandler   Brothers,    publishers,    of 
Rockford,  111.,  as  collector.     His  route  lay  through 
Illinois  and  Iowa   and  he  occupied  that   position 
until   1888,  when   he  returned  to   Woodland,   his 
former  home.     Shortly  afterward  he  purchased  a 
stock    of   general    merchandise   and    in  this  latest 
undertaking   he    has    been    abundantly   prospered. 
He  began  business  with  a  stock  of  only  $1,200,  but 
so  well  has  he  succeeded  that  in  proportion  to  his 
increasing   patronage  he    has   enlarged  his   stock, 
which    is  now    worth    $3,500.     As    before  stated, 
Mr.  Schautz  is  one  of  the  leading  young  business 
men  of  AYoodland,  whose   enterprising   and    pro- 
gressive spirit  has  djone  not  a  little  for  the  village. 
He  was  appointed  Postmaster    in   October,    1889, 
and  is  proving  himself  a  capable  and  trustworthy 
official. 

Mrs.  Schautz  was  in  her  maidenhood  Miss  Flor- 
ence E.  Haynes.  She  was  born  in  Winnebago 
County,  111.,  August  10,  1862,  and  their  marriage 
was  celebrated  on  Christmas  Day  of  1885.  Prior 
to  this  she  had  charge  of  the  primary  departme^ 
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of  the  public  school  in  the  city  of  Rockford,  num- 
bering from  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  to  one 
hundred  and  fifty  pupils,  which  she  managed  for 
five  years,  with  two  assistants.  They  expect  to 
have  during  the  summer  of  1891,  a  residence 
erected  in  Woodland,  to  be  their  home.  They  are 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church  and  rank  high  in 
the  social  world,  as  does  Mr.  Schautz  in  business 
circles.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics;  a  member 
of  the  Odd  Fellows  society  and  Royal  Arcanum, 
of  Rockford,  111. ;  and  Secretary  of  the  local  State 
Building  Loan  Association.  As  a  citizen  he  is 
true  to  every  trust  reposed  in  him,  and  his  intelli- 
gence, worth  and  genial  disposition  make  him  a 
favorite  with  all. 


# 


EORGE  WASHINGTON  GRIEST,  a  re- 
tired farmer  now  residing  at  Charlotte, 
Eaton  County,  was  born  in  Adams  County, 
Pa.,  January  12,  1819.  His  father,  Cornelius 
Griest,  was  a  native  of  the  same  county,  and  was  a 
son  of  Wilen  Griest,  who  was  of  early  English  an- 
cestry, and  so  far  as  known,  spent  his  entire  life  in 
Adams  County,  dying  there  when  upwards  of  eighty 
years  of  age.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared 
and  married  in  his  native  county,  and  resided  there 
until  1828.  In  that  year,  accompanied  by  his  wife 
and  the  four  children  that  had  been  born  to  them 
in  their  old  home,  he  journeyed  westward  with  a 
team  until  he  arrived  in  Columbiana  County, 
Ohio.  He  purchased  thirty-six  acres  of  land  in 
Butler  Township,  and  became  one  of  the  early  pio- 
neer farmers  of  that  county.  There  was  a  set  of 
log  buildings  on  the  place,  and  a  few  acres  of  the 
land  was  cleared.  Mr.  Griest  devoted  himself  to 
its  further  improvement  until  he  sold  it  in  1836, 
and  removed  to  that  part  of  Portage  which  is  now 
included  in  Summit  County.  Twenty  miles  from 
Akron  he  bought  a  tract  of  eighty  acres  of  land, 
and  he  lived  thereon  until  he  closed  his  eyes  in 
death. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Elizabeth  Toland,  was  a  daughter  of  a  Revolu- 


tionary soldier,  Isaac  Toland,  who  was  a  farmer 
and  a  life-long  resident  of  &dams  County,  Pa.  In 
early  manhood  he  was  wedded  to  Catherine  Rich- 
ards, and  the  daughter  of  our  subject  has  in  her 
possession  a  piece  of  her  great-grandmother's  wed- 
ding gown,  which  is  of  linen  and  was  woven  by  the 
skillful  hand  of  that  old-time  bride. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  one  of  a  family  of 
eight  children,  seven  sons  and  one  daughter.  He 
was  a  lad  of  nine  years  when  his  parents  took  up 
their  abode  in  the  forest  wilds  of  Ohio,  and  he  re- 
members well  the  incidents  of  the  momentous  jour- 
ney over  the  intervening  country  that  separated 
the  old  home  from  the  new,  and  of  pioneer  life  in 
Columbiana  County.  His  parents  being  poor,  he 
was  early  set  to  work  to  assist  in  the  support  of 
the  family,  and  acquired  habits  of  industry  that 
had  much  to  do  with  his  after  prosperity.  When 
he  was  a  young  man  he  worked  hard  for  thirty- 
seven  and  one-half  cents  a  day  and  his  board,  the 
wages  usually  given  in  those  times.  When  he  was 
nineteen  years  old  his  father  gave  him  his  time,  and 
he  started  out  even  with  the  world.  He  was  indus- 
trious, and  having  carefully  saved  his  earnings, 
when  he  was  married  he  was  enabled  to  rent  ten 
acres  of  land,  and  though  he  still  continued  to 
work  out  for  others,  he  cultivated  his  land  in  his 
spare  time  with  good  profit.  One  year  later  he 
had  done  so  well  that  he  had  money  to  invest  in 
forty  acres  of  timber  located  in  Northfield  Town- 
ship, Summit  County,  and  he  at  once  proceeded  to 
build  a  house  on  that  place.  Before  it  was  fairly 
completed  he  was  offered  an  advance  of  $80  on  the 
original  purchase  price,  and  he  accepted  it. 

After  that  Mr.  Griest  worked  land  on  shares  two 
years,  and  then  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Bed- 
ford Township,  Cuyahoga  County.  He  built  on  it 
at  once,  and  began  to  clear  a  farm.  But  misfor- 
tune overtook  him,  his  family  were  sick,  his  ex- 
penses were  large,  and  as  his  income  was  small,  he 
consequently  ran  behind.  About  this  time  the 
Cleveland  and  Pittsburg  Railroad  was  built,  and 
this  opened  up  a  good  market  for  his  produce. 
His  prospects  brightened,  and  then  commenced  an 
era  of  prosperity.  In  1852  he  met  with  an  acci- 
dent, nearly  losing  his  life  by  a  falling  tree,  and  he 
was  incapacitated  from  all  work  for  over  a  year. 
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In  1853  he  sold  his  farm,  but  continued  to  occupy 
it  until  the  fall  of  1854f  when  he  came  to  Michigan, 
the  removal  being  made  by  way  of  the  lake  to  De- 
troit, and  from  there  with  a  team  to  Eaton  County. 
At  that  time  this  section  of  Michigan  was  sparsely 
settled,  and  but  comparatively  little  improved,  and 
deer  and  other  wild  animals  not  now  found  here, 
were  then  quite  numerous.  There  were  no  rail- 
roads in  this  eounty,  and  Marshall  was  the  princi- 
pal market  for  products. 

After  his  arrival  in  this  county,  Mr.  Griest  pur- 
chased sixty  acres  of  land  in  Walton  Township, 
twenty  acres  of  which  was  cleared,  and  log  build- 
ings constituted  the  improvements.  He  bought 
other  land  from  time  to  time,  and  having  sold  two 
good  farms,  still  owns  his  home  farm  of  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  acres  of  tine  land,  four  and  one- 
half  miles  southwest  of  Charlotte.  He  erected 
a  substantial  set  of  frame  buildings  on  his  home- 
stead, and  was  profitably  engaged  in  conducting 
farming  thereon  until  1889,  when  he  bought  the 
comfortable  home  that  he  now  occupies  at  Char- 
lotte, and  has  since  lived  in  retirement  from  active 
business,  in  the  enjoyment  of  an  income  ample  for 
all  his  wants. 

Our  subject  was  married  on  the  24th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1841,  to  Miss  Esther  McConner,  and  by 
her  he  had  three  children,  viz:  Marion  A.,  wife  of 
Alonzo  Gruesbeck;  they  reside  in  Eaton  County. 
Meraba,  wife  of  E.  W.  McLaughlin,  residents  of 
Charlotte;  Esther  J.,  wife  of  D.  Z.  McLaughlin; 
they  live  in  Chester,  Eaton  County.  Mrs.  Griest 
died  November  10,  1846.  He  was  married  to  his 
second  wife,  Miss  Mary  McConner,  January  23, 
1849;  she  is  a  sister  of  his  first  wife,  and  she  has 
been  to  him  a  real  helpmate,  cheerfully  co-opera- 
ting with  him  in  his  work  of  upbuilding  a  home. 
She  was  carefully  trained  in  a  good  home,  remain- 
ing with  her  parents  until  her  marriage,  and  she 
became  an  adept  at  spinning  and  weaving  both 
wool  and  flax,  and  skilled  in  all  things  that  go 
to  make  a  good  housewife.  Mrs.  Griest's  father, 
Samuel  McConner,  was  born  in  Salem,  N.  J.,  and 
was  a  son  of  John  McConner,  who  is  thought  to 
have  been  a  native  of  the  same  State.  The  fam- 
ily name  it  is  said,  was  formerly  McConnell,  but 
toilsome  reason  it  was  changed  to  McConner. 


Mrs.  Griest's  grandparents  were  early  pioneers 
of  Ohio,  removing  thither  when  her  father  was  a 
young  man.  He  was  married  in  Columbiana  County, 
that  State,  and  lived  there  until  1840,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Cuyahoga  County,  where  he  bought  a 
partly  improved  farm  in  Bedford  Township,  which 
remained  his  home  until  he  closed  his  eyes  in  death. 
The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Clarissa  Wright. 
Her  father,  Joshua  Wright,  is  supposed  to  have 
been  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  whence  he  removed  to 
Pennsylvania,  and  thence  to  Ohio,  where  he  spent 
his  last  days  in  Columbiana  County,  of  which  he 
was  an  early  settler.  In  Colonial  times  he  was  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  receiving  his  appointment  to 
that  office  from  King  George.  During  the  Revolu- 
tion a  battle  was  fought  near  his  home,  and  his 
house  was  taken  possession  of  by  the  English  and 
used  as  a  hospital.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife 
was  Esther  Davis.  She  died  in  Columbiana  County. 
Mrs.  Griest's  mother  was  an  expert  at  spinning  and 
weaving,  and  clothed  her  children  in  homespun 
made  by  her  own  hands.  Mr.  Griest  and  his  wife 
have  had  born  to  them  six  children:  Estella  T., 
wife  of  Jesse  Crebs;  Emmerson  L.  resides  in  Jack- 
son; Eva  A.,  wife  of  Gilbert  H.  Smith;  Tully  T.  is 
at  home.  Those  deceased  died  in  infancy.  Mr. 
Griest  politically  is  a  Republican,  but  was  formerly 
a  Whig.  He  cast  his  first  vote  for  Gen.  William 
Henry  Harrison,  and  later  voted  for  his  grandson, 
Benjamin  Harrison. 


^p^EORGE  FOREMAN,  a  retired  merchant  of 
[i[  Charlotte,  Eaton   County,  is  a   veteran  of 

^^|  the  late  war  who  was  among  the  first  to  re- 
spond to  his  country's  call  when  the  Rebellion 
broke  out,  and  he  won  an  honorable  record  on 
many  a  hard-fought  battlefield.  He  is  a  native 
of  West  Middlesex,  Mercer  County,  Pa.,  born 
August  13,  1833.  His  father,  John  D.  Foreman, 
was  also  a  Pennsylvanian  by  'birth,  his  native 
place  in  Westmoreland  County.  He  was  a  son  of 
George  Foreman,  who  was  born  in  Maryland  and 
came  of  one  of  the  old  English  families  that  set- 
tled in  that  State  in  Colonial  times.     He  left  his 
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home  when  he  was  quite  young  and  went  to  the 
wilds  of  Western  Pennsylvania  where  he  became  a 
permanent  settler  of  Mercer  County.  He  took  up 
a  tract  of  Government  land  in  that  part  of  the 
county  now  known  as  Pulaski  Township,  Lawrence 
County.  He  built  a  log  house  in  the  forest  and 
commenced  at  once  to  clear  a  farm.  There  were 
no  markets  in  that  region  and  the  people  were 
home-livers,  subsisting  entirely  on  food  that  they 
produced  on  their  farms.  The  grandmother  of  our 
subject  used  to  spin  and  weave,  and  clad  her  chil- 
dren in  cloth  made  by  her  own  hand.  Descend- 
ants of  the  grandparents  of  George  own  and  occupy 
the  old  Pennsylvania  homestead  that  has  now  been 
in  the  family  many  years. 

John  D.  Foreman  was  born  in  Westmoreland 
County,  Pa.,  while  his  mother  was  of  Scotch-Irish 
descent.  He  was  reared  in  what  is  now  Law- 
rence. He  was  converted  when  he  was  young 
and  joined  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  later 
identified  himself  with  the  Wesleyan  Methodists 
and  became  a  preacher  in  that  denomination.  After 
marriage  he  settled  at  West  Middlesex,  Mercer 
County,  where  he  bought  property  before  the  vil- 
lage was  named.  He  engaged  in  mercantile  pur- 
suits there,  buying  his  goods  in  Pittsburg,  sixty 
miles  distant,  the  goods  being  transported  by 
teams.  He  carried  on  his  business  for  ten  years 
and  for  many  years  after  that  served  as  Justice  of 
the  Peace  in  that  village.  In  1854  he  removed  to 
Wood  County,  Ohio,  and  located  in  Perry  Town- 
ship where  he  bought  a  farm  which  he  managed 
until  his  demise.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife 
was  Mary  Calhoun  and  she  was  of  Scotch-Irish  an- 
cestry. She  was  born  in  Jefferson  County,  Ohio, 
and  died  on  the  home  farm  in  Wood  County.  She 
was  the  mother  of  ten  children. 

Our  subject  had  the  advantage  of  being  reared 
in  a  good  home  by  pious  parents  who  early  instilled 
into  his  mind  those  principles  of  truthfulness  and 
honesty  that  have  been  his  guide  in  all  his  career 
whether  as  a  private  man,  a  soldier  or  a  business 
man.  In  his  youthful  days  there  were  no  railways 
in  Western  Pennsylvania  and  he  made  two  trips 
on  foot  to  Philadelphia  with  stock  when  a  boy. 
He  accompanied  his  parents  to  their  pioneer  home 
in  Ohio,  and  when  he  was  twenty -one  years  old  he 


began  farming  for  himself  on  the  homestead.  He 
pursued  agriculture  two  years  and  then  his  mer- 
cantile career  began  as  a  clerk  in  a  hardware  store 
at  Findlay,  Hancock  County,  Ohio.  A  year  after 
that  he  left  that  situation  to  accept  a  similar  posi- 
tion in  a  boot  and  shoe  store  where  he  was  engaged 
until  1859.  In  March  of  that  year  he,  with  others, 
started  for  the  newly-discovered  gold  fields  of 
Pike's  Peak.  The  party  went  by  rail  to  Cincin- 
nati, thence  by  the  Ohio,  Mississippi  and  Missouri 
Rivers  to  Leavenworth  in  the  Territory  of  Kan- 
sas, and  there  started  with  ox-teams  on  the  per- 
ilous and  tedious  journey  across  the  plains.  At 
that  time  the  white  settlers  of  Kansas  and  Ne- 
braska were  confined  to  the  lands  along  the  rivers, 
and  deer,  antelope  and  elk  were  plentiful  on  the 
prairies,  while  buffaloes  were  to  be  encountered  in 
large  herds,  extending  across  the  plains  as  far  as 
the  eye  could  reach. 

In  the  middle  of  May  our  subject  and  his  com- 
panions arrived  at  Denver  and  found  but  two 
buildings  on  the  present  site  of  the  city,  one  of 
which,  built  of  logs  and  covered  with  canvas  was 
used  as  an  hotel.  The  other  was  constructed  by 
driving  posts  into  the  ground,  the  roof  was  of 
canvas,  and  the  shanty  thus  made  was  used  as  the 
post-office.  Mr.  Foreman  and  his  friends  proceeded 
to  the  mountains  to  prospect  for  gold.  Their 
search  was  unsuccessful,  and  as  there  seemed  but 
little  hope  of  finding  the  precious  metal,  after  look- 
ing diligently  two  weeks,  they  concluded  to  set 
their  faces  homeward.  They  retraced  their  steps 
across  the  same  route  that  they  had  traveled  a  few 
months  before  with  such  eager  hope,  and  finally 
arrived  at  Findlay  after  an  absence  of  ten  months. 

Mr.  Foreman  engaged  as  a  salesman  in  the  boot 
and  shoe  business  in  Ohio  after  his  return  from 
the  mountains  and  was  thus  employed  when  the 
war  broke  out.  At  the  sounding  of  the  first  gun 
in  rebellion  against  the  Government  his  patriotism 
was  aroused,  and  he  was  among  the  first  to  step 
forth  on  that  April  day  thirty  years  ago  to  answer 
his  country's  call  to  her  citizens  to  defend  the 
Union.  He  enlisted  in  Company  A,  Twenty-first 
Ohio  Infantry,  for  a  period  of  three  months,  went 
with  the  command  to  West  Virginia  and  served 
until  August  when   he   was  honorably  discharged 
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with  his  regiment.  He  returned  to  Findlay  only 
to  re-enlist  immediately  in  the  same  company  and 
regiment  for  a  term  of  three  years.  He  fought 
bravely  with  his  comrades  until  December,  1862, 
when  he  was  honorably  discharged  on  account  of 
disability.  Returning  to  Findlay,  he  engaged  in 
the  boot  and  shoe  business  in  that  city  for  some 
time.  He  was  not  satisfied  though  until  he  could 
again  go  to  the  front,  and  in  1864  he  left  his  busi- 
ness in  competent  hands  and  for  a  third  time  en- 
listed for  the  defense  of  the  stars  and  stripes.  His 
name  was  enrolled  as  a  member  of  Company  I, 
One  Hundred  and  Sixty-first  Ohio  Infantry,  which 
was  mustered  in  for  one  hundred  days'  service. 
His  regiment  was  dispatched  to  Maryland  where 
it  did  valuable  work  in  fighting  the  enemy  until 
the  expiration  of  its  term  of  enlistment. 

After  his  third  and  last  experience  of  life  in 
camp,  on  the  march,  and  on  the  battlefield,  Mr. 
Foreman  resumed  the  charge  of  his  business  in 
Findlay,  which  he  carried  on  there  until  1867, 
when  he  sold  out  and  came  to  Charlotte.  For  a 
period  of  more  than  twenty  years  after  that  he 
was  one  of  the  leading  hardware  merchants  of  this 
city,  but  since  January,  1888,  when  he  sold  out, 
he  has  lived  retired  from  business,  as  he  had  accu- 
mulated a  comfortable  property  whereby  he  is 
enabled  to  pass  his  remaining  years  free  from  the 
cares  and  anxieties  of  money-getting.  He  is  justly 
considered  one  of  the  best  citizens,  and  occu- 
pies a  high  place  both  socially  and  religiously  in 
this  community  where  the  influence  of  his  blame- 
less life  is  felt  for  good.  He  is  a  member  of  Char- 
lotte Lodge,  No.  20,  F.  &  A.  M.;  and  of  Charlotte 
Chapter,  No.  82,  R.  A.  M.;  Commandery,  No.  37, 
K.  T.;  and  of  the  A.  S.  Williams  Post,  No.  40, 
G.  A.  R. 

Mr.  Foreman  was  happily  married  February  22, 
1864,  to  Miss  Sophia  A.  George  who  was  a  native 
of  Muskingum  County,  Ohio,  and  a  daughter  of 
James  and  Elizabeth  (Bonham)  George.  Mrs.  Fore- 
man departed  this  life  March  22,  1889,  leaving 
two  children — May  L.  and  Nellie  B.  at  home — to 
mourn  with  their  father  the  loss  of  one  who  filled 
m  a  perfect  measure  all  the  duties  of  life  devolv- 
ing upon  her  as  wife,  mother,  friend.  She  was  a 
true  Christian    and   to    the    day  of   her  death    a 


faithful  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
with  which  she  had  been  connected  for  many  years. 
Mr.  Foreman's  daughter  May  married  Ira  C.  Jen- 
nings in  November,  1890,  and  resides  at  Escanaba, 
Mich. 
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v  1  AMES  UMBARGER  is  a  resident  of  Eaton 
I  County,  Brookfield  Township.  He  like  his 
father  before  him,  is  one  of  the  well-known 
^^  and  substantial  men  of  the  township.  The 
parents  of  our  subject  were  Leonard  and  Jane 
(Laughferty)  Umbarger,  natives  of  Pennsylvania 
and  Ireland  respectively.  His  father  came  to  Ohio 
in  1848  and  settled  in  Richland  County,  where  he 
was  proprietor  of  a  large  farm.  The  mother  came 
to  America  when  a  small  child.  She  was  born  in 
1805  and  was  the  mother  of  seven  children,  four 
of  whom  are  now  living.  This  worth}7  couple 
s*pent  fifty-five  years  together  in  perfect  harmony, 
and  in  death  were  not  separated,  dying  within  three 
days  of  each  other  in  the  year  1887.  The  mother 
was  for  many  years  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  The  father  was  a  man  who  was  well 
thought  of  by  the  entire  community,  and  was  suc- 
cessful in  his  chosen  work.  The  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  Leonard  Umbarger,  a  native  of  Penn- 
sylvania, died  in  Ohio  in  1848,  where  he  had  fol- 
lowed the  calling  of  a  farmer.  At  the  time  of  his 
death  he  was  eighty-two  years  old.  The  great- 
grandfather was  a  soldier  during  the  Revolutionary 
War,  and  was  probably  a  native  of  Germany. 

Mr.  Umbarger,  our  subject,  lived  on  the  home 
farm  and  attended  school  in  the  old  log  school- 
house  during  the  winter  months  and  assisted  his 
father  on  the  farm  during  the  vacations.  He  re- 
mained at  home  until  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Rebellion.  He  enlisted  September  9,  1861,  in  Com- 
pany G,  Fifteenth  Ohio  Infantry,  Capt.  A.  R.  Z. 
Dawson,  commander.  He  remained  in  the  army 
about  eighteen  months  and  while  with  a  wagon 
train  took  part  in.  a  lively  skirmish  near  Nashville. 
He  subsequently  was  attacked  with  measles  and 
was  discharged  in  February,  1863.  As  soon  as  he 
was  able  after  his  return  he  engaged  in  farming. 

In  1869  he  removed  to  Eaton  County  and  pur- 
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chased  an  unimproved  tract  of  land  in  Brookfield 
Township.  There  was  a  small  log  house  on  this 
land.  The  marriage  of  our  subject  occurred  in 
the  fail  of  1863,  with  Miss  Martha  Cook,  a  native 
of  Mercer  County,  Ohio.  The  fruit  of  this  union 
has  been  seven  children — Annie,  Sherman  H.,  Frank 
E,,  Eva  J.,  Suemraa,  James  Ray  and  Mattie  E. 
Three  of  the  children  are  now  attending  school  at 
Charlotte.  Their  daughter  Annie,  has  taught  sev- 
eral terms  of  school,  and  is  still  engaged  in  teach- 
ing. 

Mr.  Umbarger  has  always  taken  an  active  and 
prominent  part  in  the  political  work  of  the  Republi- 
can party  of  the  county.  He  has  served  as  delegate 
to  several  county  and  Congressional  conventions. 
He  has  also  filled  the  position  of  Treasurer  of 
Brookfield  Township.  He  is  socially  connected 
with  the  Post  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic 
of  Eaton  Rapids,  and  is  Commander  of  the  Post. 
He  owns  a  fine  tract  of  land  containing  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty  acres.  He  always  keeps  a  good 
grade  of  stock.  In  a  large  fine  house  on  this  estate 
Mr.  Umbarger,  surrounded  by  his  pleasant  family 
does  everything  that  a  loving  father  can  do  to  make 
home  happy  for  his  children.  In  this  home  may 
also  be  found  visitors  from  all  parts  of  the  county 
and  State  who  are  glad  to  show  by  their  presence 
their  appreciation  of  Mr.  Umbarger's  work  and 
worth. 


ELBERT  SMITH.  Among  those  who  have 
been  so  successful  financially  that  they  are 
enabled  to  lay  aside  the  cares  of  life  and 
spend  their  declining  years  in  the  enjoyment  of 
suitable  comforts,  retaining  sufficient  property  to 
give  them  occupation  without  undue  fatigue,  is 
Elbert  Smith,  an  old  settler  of  Eaton  County, 
whose  portrait  appears  on  the  opposite  page.  The 
estate  on  which  he  makes  his  home  is  a  small  one, 
consisting  of  but  forty-five  acres,  but  it  is  supplied 
with  all  that  goes  to  make  up  a  well-regulated 
estate.  It  is  situated  on  section  23,  Eaton  Town- 
ship, and  has  been  the  scene  of  his  labors  for  many 
years.     He   was   at  one   time   the   owner  of  over 


eleven  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Eaton  and  Isabella 
Counties  and  has  demonstrated  his  ability  as  a 
money-maker. 

The  Empire  State  claims  Mr.  Smith  as  her  son, 
he  having  been  born  in  Tompkins  County  March 
2,  1816.  He  is  the  youngest  son  of  Heman  and 
Emma  (Doty)  Smith,  who  were  natives  of  Con- 
necticut and  New  York  respectively.  His  paternal 
ancestors  are  said  to  have  come  from  England. 
His  boyhood  and  youth  were  passed  in  his  native 
county  and  he  was  bred  to  an  agricultural  life. 
He  received  as  good  an  education  as  the  schools 
of  the  time  and  place  gave  opportunity  for,  and 
when  about  of  age  took  up  the  trade  of  a  carpenter, 
and  after  serving  his  apprenticeship  followed  it 
several  years.  In  1843,  accompanied  by  his  wife 
and  child,  he  journeyed  from  his  native  State  to 
Michigan,  traveling  on  the  canal  to  Buffalo,  thence 
crossing  the  lakes  to  Detroit,  and  going  up  to  Oak- 
land County,  where  he  remained  one  season.  He 
came  to  Eaton  County  December  16,  1843,  and 
settled  on  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  good 
land  in  Eaton  Township.  The  land  was  given  him 
by  his  father  and  was  in  a  wild  condition,  necessi- 
tating hard  work  on  his  part  before  it  was  produc- 
tive of  first-class  crops.  He  has  lived  here  the 
most  of  the  time  since  his  first  arrival,  but  Isabella 
Connty  was  his  home  six  years.  The  property  he 
now  owns  is  a  part  of  the  original  estate  here. 

The  wife  who  accompanied  Mr.  Smith  hither 
from  the  East  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Maria 
Grant  and  became  Mrs.  Smith  in  1839.  She  died 
at  her  home  here  January  22,  1845,  leaving  one 
child,  Frances  E.,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Degrass 
Sbippey  and  lives  in  Gratiot  County.  Mr.  Smith 
won  for  his  second  wife  Miss  Lucy  A.  Gibbs,  with 
whom  he  lived  happily  until  August  1,  1860,  when 
she  closed  her  eyes  to  earthly  things.  The  union 
had  resulted  in  the  birth  of  four  children,  viz: 
Julia  A.,  wife  of  Ira  S.  Allen,  living  in  Gratiot 
County;  Sarah  L.,  who  married  E.  A.  Salisbury 
and  lives  in  Isabella  County;  Lucy,  now  deceased; 
and  Edgar  M.,  who  lives  on  the  homestead. 

The  young  gentleman  just  mentioned  was  born 
here  January  29,  1853,  and  has  spent  the  greater 
part  of  his  life  on  the  homestead.  He  was  married 
June  14,   1881,    to  Maggie   E.  Kirk,   daughter  of 
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Elisha  and  Elizabeth  Kirk  and  a  native  of  Williams 
County,  Ohio.  The  only  child  of  this  union  is 
Elbert  E.,  who  was  born  September  25,  1883.  Mr. 
Smith  owns  two  hundred  and  fifty-two  and  one? 
half  acres  of  land  under  good  cultivation  and  is 
meeting  with  excellent  success  in  his  agricultural 
career.  He  is  a  stanch  Republican,  following  the 
example  and  precepts  of  his  father. 

The  subject  of  this  brief  life  history  served  as 
Postmaster  several  years,  having  charge  of  Eaton 
Postoffice,  which  is  now  abolished.  While  living 
in  Isabella  County  he  served  as  Justice  of  the 
Peace.  Enterprising  in  conducting  his  personal 
affairs,  well-informed  regarding  general  topics  of 
interest  and  public-spirited  as  a  citizen,  he  is  held 
in  due  esteem  by  his  fellow-men  and  his  declining 
years  are  cheered  by  sincere  friendship  and  filial 
love.  It  is  with  pleasure  that  we  represent  him  in 
this  Album,  which  includes  the  life  histories  of 
other  pioneers  no  more  worthy  than  he. 


jRYAN  BROS.,  who  are  editors  and  proprie- 
tors of  the  Charlotte  Leader,  the  only  Demo- 
cratic paper  in  Eaton  County,  are  bright 
and  enterprising  young  journalists,  who 
have  already  made  their  way  to  an  honorable  posi- 
tion in  their  profession.  Horton  B.  and  Homer  K. 
Bryan  were  born  on  a  farm  near  Fostoria,  in  Han- 
cock County,  Ohio — January  9,  1859,  the  date  of 
the  birth  of  the  former,  and  August  17,  1863,  the 
date  of  the  latter's  birth.  Soon  after  the  war  their 
parents  brought  them  to  Eaton  County,  and  they 
have  been  residents  of  the  county  most  of  the  time 
since.  The}'  were  educated  in  the  public  schools, 
where  they  laid  a  solid  foundation  for  their  profes- 
sion. They  both  began  to  learn  the  trade  of  a 
printer  in  the  office  they  now  own,  the  elder  enter- 
ing the  office  in  1875,  and  the  younger  in  Novem- 
ber, 1878.  Both  finished  acquiring  the  art  pre- 
servative in  Chicago. 

Horton  Bryan's  first  editorial  work  was  with  the 
Charlotte  Prohibitionist,  and  later  he  gained  valu- 
able experience  with  the  Ann  Arbor  Register  as 
city  editor  of  that  paper  one  year.     In  February, 


1888  he  and  his  brother  Homer  formed  a  partner- 
ship and  bought  the  Charlotte  Leader,  which  has 
been  under  their  management  ever  since.  It  is  an 
ably  conducted  paper,  its  editorials  on  all  subjects 
of  general  interest  are  intelligent,  keen  and  critical, 
and  it  has  a  large  subscription  list  including  all 
classes  of  the  reading  public.  The  brothers  have 
a  fine  job  office  connected  with  their  establishment, 
which  is  well  fitted  up  with  all  the  modern  appli- 
ances known  to  printing,  including  a  Taylor  cylin- 
der press,  an  eight  medium  Gordon  press,  etc.,  all 
the  machinery  being  operated  by  steam  power. 

The  Bryan  brothers  are  well-known  and  popular 
in  the  social  circles  of  the  city,  both  possessing 
frank,  genial,  honorable  traits  of  character  that 
win  confidence  and  friendship.  They  are  promi- 
nent members  of  Charlotte  Lodge,  No.  53,  K.  of 
P.,  of  which  Horton  is  Sir  Knight  Herald  in  the 
Uniformed  Rank,  and  Homer  is  a  Past  Chancellor. 

Homer  K.  Bryan  and  Miss  Edith,  daughter  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  J.  C.  Haslett,  of  Charlotte,  were  united  in 
marriage  November  18,  1890,  and  they  are  very 
pleasantly  situated  in  the  home  that  they  have  es- 
tablished in  this  city.  Our  subjects  are  sons  of 
James  and  Sarah  J.  (Kelley)  Bryan,  well  known 
residents  of  Charlotte,  and  natives  respectively  of 
Wayne  County  and  Hancock  County,  Ohio.  Their 
father  was  reared  on  a  farm.  In  1849  he  went  to 
California  with  his  brother  Daniel  and  others,  mak- 
ing the  journey  overland  with  ox-teams;  the  time 
occupied  was  about  six  months.  Mr.  Bryan  re- 
mained in  California  four  years,  and  then  returned 
home  by  the  way  of  the  Isthmus.  He  resumed 
farming  and  was  thus  engaged  when  the  war  broke 
out.  In  1864  he  laid  aside  his  work  enlisting  to 
help  save  the  old  flag,  becoming  a  member  of  Com- 
pany F,  One  Hundred  and  Seventy-seventh  Regi- 
ment, Ohio  Infantry,  and  served  honorably  until 
the  close  of  the  Rebellion,  when  he  was  discharged 
with  his  regiment. 

Soon  after  the  war  he  brought  his  family  to 
Michigan,  and  settled  on  the  farm  that  he  bought 
in  Eaton  Township.  He  lived  on  that  place  until 
1 873,  when  he  came  to  Charlotte  and  purchased  a 
farm  of  sixty  acres,  which  lies  partly  in  the  city, 
and  is  a  valuable  piece  of  property,  and  here  he 
and  his  estimable  wife  have  a  cozy  home.     They 
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are  the  parents  of  eight  children,  named  as  follows: 
Horton  B.;  Maggie,  wife  of;John  H.  Campbell; 
Homer  K.,  Thomas  W.,_ James  H.,  Frank  W.,  Nellie 
M.  and  Oscar  D. 


~*4  «*!£ 


^^EORGE  V.  COLLINS,  a  prominent  and 
(if  well-known  druggist  of  Charlotte,  Eaton 
%2$  County ,has  the  oldest  established  business  in 
the  city,  and  is  numbered  among  its  moneyed  citi- 
zens who  have  been  potent  in  promoting  its  growth 
and  in  advancing  its  highest  interests.  The  town 
of  Sardinia,  Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  is  the  place  of  his 
birth,  and  August  15,  1827,  the  date  thereof.  His 
father,  whose  name  was  George  S.  Collins  was  born 
in  Rutland  County,  Vt ,  and  was  a  son  of  John 
Collins,  who  was  also  a  native  of  New  England. 
His  father  had  come  from  England  in  Colonial 
times  and  spent  his  last  years  in  that  part  of  Amer- 
ica settled  by  the  Puritans.  The  grandfather  of 
our  subject  removed  from  Vermont  to  the  State  of 
New  York  and  was  a  pioneer  farmer  of  Monroe 
County,  improving  a  farm  from  the  wilderness  in 
the  town  of  Mendon. 

The  father  of  George  V.  learned  the  trade  of 
carding  and  cloth  dressing  in  his  youth,  and  fol- 
lowed °that  occupation  in  New  York  State.  He 
finally  erected  a  mill  in  the  town  of  Sardinia,  Erie 
County,  and  operated  it  some  years.  In  1839  he 
removed  to  Yorkshire,  Cattaraugus  County,  where 
he  bought  a  partly-improved  farm,  and  turned  his 
attention  toward  its  cultivation.  In  1850  he  sold 
that  place,  and  his  next  removal  was  to  Perrinton, 
Monroe  County,  and  there,  on  the  small  farm  that 
he  purchased  at  the  time  of  his  settlement  there, 
his  well-spent  life  of  eighty-two  years  was  brought 
to  a  close  by  his  death  in  1880.  In  early  manhood 
he  took  unto  himself  a  wife  in  the  person  of  Miss 
Caroline  Baldwin,  who  died  in  1844.  She  was  a 
native  of  Lewis  County,  N.  Y.,  of  which  her  par- 
ents, who  were  of  New  England  birth,  were  pio- 
neers.    She  reared  a  family  of  ten  children. 

Our  subject  was  carefully  trained  in  his  childhood 
by  good  parents,  and  on  his  father's  farm  gained  a 
substantial  knowledge  of  agriculture.  He  remained 


an  inmate  of  the  home  of  his  childhood  until  1849, 
and  then  went  out  into  the  world  to  find  what  life 
held  for  him  elsewhere.  He  started  westward,  and 
proceeded  by  lake  to  Detroit,  from  there  on  the 
railroad  to  New  Buffalo,  and  embarking  on  the 
waters  of  Lake  Michigan  he  at  last  found  himself 
in  Chicago.  He  did  not  tarry  long  in  that  city 
which  then  showed  no  signs  of  its  future  greatness, 
but  proceeded  by  rail  to  Elgin,  and  thence  by 
stage  to  Galena  and  from  there  by  the  Fever  and 
Mississippi  rivers  to  St.  Paul  and  St.  Anthony  Falls, 
near  the  present  site  of  Minneapolis  which  was 
then  unheard  of,  and  St.  Paul,  its  rival,  was  but  a 
small  hamlet.  Mr.  Collins  made  no  stop  there,  but 
pushed  on  to  Stillwater,  then  the  largest  town  in 
the  Territory  of  Minnesota.  From  there  he  made 
his  way  to  the  pineries  of  Wisconsin,  where  he 
worked  at  lumbering.  In  the  spring  he  went  back 
to  Galena  on  a  lumber  raft,  and  buying  land  near 
that  city,  he  farmed  three  summers,  spending  his 
winters  in  the  pineries. 

In  1853  Mr.  Collins  sold  his  possessions  in  Illi- 
nois and  came  to  Michigan.  The  ensuing  three 
and  one-half  years  were  spent  in  Bryon,  Shiawas- 
see County,  whence  he  came  in  the  spring  of  1857 
to  Charlotte.  He  at  once  established  himself  in  the 
drug  business,  and  has  carried  it  on  ever  since.  He 
has  a  neatly  fitted  up  establishment,  which  is  fully 
supplied  with  all  things  usually  found  in  a  first- 
class  pharmacy,  and  he  enjoys  an  extensive  patron- 
age among  the  best  people  of  the  city.  When  he 
came  here  Charlotte  was  a  mere  village  of  about 
six  hundred  people,  and  it  has  been  his  good  for- 
tune not  only  to  witness  its  gradual  development 
into  a  thriving  and  populous  city,  but  to  add  to  its 
material  prosperity.  In  1858  he  erected  the  first 
brick  store  that  was  ever  built  here  and  has  since 
occupied  it.  He  has  other  valuable  property  and 
is  in  good  circumstances. 

Mr.  Collins  and  Miss  Sarah  E.  Cronkhite  were 
united  in  marriage  in  1863.  Mrs.  Collins  was  born 
in  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  a  daughter  of 
Ora  A.  and  Matilda  Cronhite.  For  nearly  twenty 
years  our  subject's  life  was  blessed  by  the  presence 
of  a  devoted  companion  who  was  of  material  assist- 
ance to  him  in  the  upbuilding  of  a  true  home.  But 
at  last  death  separated  them,  and  the  household  was 
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deprived  of  the  beloved  wife  and  mother  in  No- 
vember, 1882.^  These  four  children  were  born  of 
that  marriage,  and  are  left  to  comfort  the  declining 
years  of  our  subject — M.  Edith,  A.  Burton,  E.  Ben- 
son  and  G.  Herbert. 

This  brief  record  of  the  life  of  our  subject  shows 
him  to  be  a  man  of  excellent  business  talent,  whose 
judgment  is  keen  and  who  is  well  dowered  with 
those  sturdy  traits  of  character  that,  seconded  by 
his  unimpeachable  integrity,  have  made  him  a  val- 
uable citizen.  He  is  a  sound  Democrat  in  his  polit- 
ical views;  and  socially,  is  a  member  of  Charlotte 
Lodge,  No.  20,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  He  has  served  two 
terms  as  a  member  of  the  City  Council. 

-«h*-» — «— 

fif?  ESSE  JORDAN  has  an  honor  of  which  no 
other  can  boast,  that  of  being  the  first-born 
white  child  in  Woodland  Township,  Barry 
County.  His  home  is  now  in  the  village  of 
Woodland,  and  he  is  numbered  among  the  leading 
pioneers  of  the  community.  His  birth  occurred 
September  29,  1839,  and  he  is  a  son  of  John  A. 
Jordan,  who  was  born  in  Allegany  County,  N.  Y., 
October  1,  1812.  The  grandfather,  Jesse  Jordan 
was  also  born  in  the  Empire  State,  and  was  of  Irish 
descent.  His  father,  a  substantial  New  York  farm- 
er, lived  to  the  very  advanced  age  of  ninety-six 
years.  Jesse  was  also  a  thrifty  and  enterprising 
farmer  who  became  well-to-do.  He  died  at  the  age 
of  sixty  years. 

John  A .  Jordan  was  reared  to  manhood  on  the 
old  homestead  and  learned  the  trade  of  a  carpenter 
and  joiner.  In  1838,  he  started  for  Michigan  with 
his  family  and  arrived  in  Woodland  Township, 
Barry  County,  on  Christmas  Day  of  that  year.  He 
had  been  here  in  the  autumn  of  1837,  and  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  of  land  on  what  is  now  section 
4,  Woodland  Township.  The  journey  was  made 
by  way  of  Buffalo,  the  Erie  Canal  and  the  Great 
Lakes  to  Detroit,  and  thence  by  a  hired  team  across 
the  country  to  Livingston  County,  Mich.,  where 
were  living  some  of  his  wife's  relatives.  During 
his  short  stay  in  that  county  he  purchased  a  yoke 
of  oxen  and  then  continued  his  journe}r,  cutting  his 


way  through  the  woods  from  Portland,  Mich.,  to 
this  place,  a  distance  of  twenty-two  miles.  In  the 
company  were  Mr.  John  Potts,  himself,  wife  and 
baby.  On  the  day  before  Christmas  they  drove- 
through  a  blinding  snow  storm,  and  at  length  laid 
down  to  sleep  in  their  wagons  but  hunger  and  cold 
prevented  their  rest.  They  subsisted  mainly  on 
the  milk  of  the  one  cow  which  they  had  brought 
with  them.  The  next  day  the  gentlemen  chained 
their  oxen  to  a  tree  and  started  on  foot  to  find  the 
cabin  of  two  bachelors,  Messrs.  Haight  and  Gallo- 
way, which  they  found  some  eight  miles  distant. 
Their  families  were  installed  in  that  cabin  until  the 
husbands  could  erect  log  houses  of  their  own.  Mr. 
Jordan  had  only  $1.50  on  reaching  his  claim.  The 
country  was  full  of  deer  and  bears,  and  the  former 
furnished  the  meat  for  the  early  settlers.  Wild 
fowls  were  also  plentiful,  and  by  another  season,  as 
the  reward  for  their  labor  they  gathered  good  har- 
vests. Mr.  Jordan's  location  was  upon  an  eighty- 
acre  tract  of  land  on  the  bank  of  a  little  lake, 
which  is  named  in  his  honor.  He  cleared  and  de- 
veloped the  land,  and  after  thirteen  years  sold  out, 
purchasing  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  sections 
27  and  28,  town  of  Woodland.  A  small  space  had 
been  cleared  and  a  log  house  built,  but  the  greater 
part  of  the  work  was  performed  by  Mr.  Jordan 
who,  ere  his  death  had  transformed  it  into  one  of 
the  finest  farms  in  this  part  of  the  State.  Prob- 
ably no  man  has  been  more  prominently  identified 
with  the  early  history  of  the  county  than  he,  and 
the  labors  which  he  performed  in  its  behalf  can 
never  be  estimated.  He  was  the  first  Treasurer 
elected  in  Woodland  Township,  and  subsequently 
held  that  office  a  number  of  terms  at  different  in- 
tervals. He  was  also  Highway  Commissioner  when 
four  townships  were  comprised  in  one,  and  helped 
lay  out  more  roads  than  any  other  one  man.  The 
office  of  Assessor  of  this  district  he  also  filled  at  an 
early  day,  and  in  1853  became  a  member  of  the 
Odd  Fellows  lodge  of  Hastings. 

In  all  his  work,  Mr.  Jordan  was  ably  seconded 
and  abetted  by  his  worthy  wife  who  will  be  well 
remembered  by  many  of  the  early  pioneers.  Her 
maiden  name  was  Charity  Galloway,  and  she  was 
born  in  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  May  27,  1815. 
Her  benevolence  and  kindness  of  heart  endeared 
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her  to  many,  and  her  work  on  this  earth  resulted 
in  much  good.  She  died  August  24,  1864,  and  her 
loss  was  deeply  mourned  by  many  friends.  Unto 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jordan  were  born  seven  children, 
six  of  whom  grew  to  mature  years,  namely :  Mrs. 
Christina  Barnum;  Jesse;  John  A.,  now  deceased; 
James  G.,  Ira  H.,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  A.  Hines  and 
George  H. 

Owing  to  the  isolated  condition  of  his  family, 
Jesse  Jordan  had  no  playmates  in  his  youth  except 
Indian  lads,  and  to  use  his  own  words,  he  "almost 
ran  wild.,,  Until  fifteen  years  old  he  saw  many 
more  red  men  than  people  of  his  own  race.  He 
attended  the  first  pioneer  schools  organized  in  the 
township  where  the  children  conned  their  lessons 
upon  slab  seats  in  a  little  log  house.  The  desks 
were  placed  around  the  walls,  and  the  advantages 
were  so  poor  that  they  amounted  to  almost  nothing. 
Later  in  life  feeling  his  lack  of  education,  Mr.  Jor- 
dan did  considerable  reading  and  study,  and  has 
made  himself  a  well-informed  man.  He  remained 
under  the  parental  roof  assisting  his  father  until 
twenty-one  years  of  age.  The  day  succeeding  that 
on  .which  he  attained  his  majority  he  began  learn- 
ing the  carpenter's  trade,  which  he  followed  until 
his  enlistment  for  the  late  war.  He  offered  his 
services  to  the  Government  August  12,  1862,  and 
just  before  being  sent  to  the  front,  was  married  on 
the  26th  of  August,  to  Esther  A.  Barnum. 

Having  been  assigned  to  Company  I,  Twenty- 
sixth  Michigan  Infantry,  Mr.  Jordan  bade  his 
young  bride  adieu  and  started  for  the  scene  of  Bat- 
tle. He  was  made  Orderly  Sergeant  of  his  com- 
pany, and  December  26,  1863,  was  commissioned 
Second  Lieutenant.  He  participated  in  the  Battles 
of  Suffolk,  Va.,  Windsor,  Ya.,  Mine  River,  the  bat- 
tles of  the  Wilderness,  Poe  River,  Spottsylvania, 
North  Ann,  Cold  Harbor,  Petersburg,  Weldon 
Railroad,  Deep  Bottom,  Strawberry  Plains  and 
White  Oak  Swamp.  He  was  wounded  at  Spottsyl- 
vania by  a  piece  of  shell  in  his  right  leg,  and  July 
27,  1864,  at  Deep  Bottom  received  a  rifle  ball  in  the 
left  arm  above  the  elbow.  His  haversack  stopped 
one  bullet  at  Spottsylvania,  and  the  same  day  a 
bullet  pierced  his  coat.  On  the  16th  of  Au- 
gust at  White  Oak  Swamp  he  was  captured  by  the 
rebels,  but  escaped  the  same  day,1being  the  only 


one  of  the  squad  that  got  away.  He  ran  five  miles 
with  the  bullets  whizzing  around  him,  but  at  length 
reached  the  Union  lines  in  safety,  and  on  the  5th 
of  December  of  the  same  year,  on  account  of  dis- 
ability was  discharged  from  the  service.  He  now 
receives  a  pension  of  $15  per  month. 

Mr.  Jordan  at  once  returned   to   his  wife    and 
home.     He  had  previously  bought  eighty  acres  of 
land  and  now  began  its  cultivation,   placing   upon 
it  many  improvements  and   transforming  the  un- 
broken sod  into  rich  and  fertile  fields.     The  boun- 
daries of  his  farm  he   also  extended  until  it  com- 
prised one  hundred  and  forty  acres.     In  the  spring 
of  1890  he  purchased  a  town  lot  in  Woodland  and 
erected  his  present  neat  frame  residence,    to  which 
his  family  removed  in  the  autumn.   His  wife,  whom 
we  mentioned  as  Miss  Barnum,  was  born  in  Orleans 
County,  N.  Y.,  January  9,  1839,  and  the  same  year 
was  brought   by  her  parents,  Alonzo  and   Sophia 
(Crippen)  Barnum,  to  this  county.   Her  father  was 
a  United  Brethren  preacher,  and  did  a  great    work 
iu  establishing  the  church  in  the  county  at  an  early 
day.     Mr.  and  Mrs.   Jordan   have   four  children, 
two  now  living:  Fred  L  ,   born    January   6,   1866; 
and  Forest  E.,  on  the  28th  of  February,  1876.     The 
parents  are    members  of   the    Methodist    Church, 
and  are  living  consistent  Christian  lives.    Mr.  Jor- 
dan  is  a  Trustee  of  the  church,  and  also  of  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  and  in  politics  is  a  Pro- 
hibitionist.    He  has  been  Supervisor  of  Woodland 
Township  three  terms,  Highway  Commissioner  three 
terms,  Justice  of  the  Peace  eight   years,  and  has 
been  an  active  member  of  the  Barry  County  Agri- 
cultural Association  many  years,  of  which  he   was 
President   one    year.     He   belongs    to    Woodland 
Lodge,  No.  304,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  has  been  Com- 
mander of  Leonard  Mauch  Post,  No.  241,  G.  A.  R. 
He  was   instrumental  in    organizing  the  Soldiers' 
Monument  Association  for  the  purpose  of  erecting 
a  monument  to  the  soldiers  and  sailors  of  Barry 
County,  and  is  its  Treasurer.     For  one  term   he 
served  as  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  County  Battal- 
ion, and  is  also  Assistant  Inspector  of  the   depart- 
ment of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  of  Mich- 
igan. 

To  the  pioneers  of  Barry  County  we  owe  a  debt 
of  gratitude  which   we  can  never  hope  to  repay, 
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and  especially  to  such  a  citizen  as  Mr.  Jordan  we 
should  be  doubly  thankful  for  the  prominent  part 
he  has  taken  in  the  upbuilding  of  the  county,  the 
promotion  of  its  interests,  its  advancement, growth 
and  progress,  and  the  development  of  all  that 
would  benefit  or  promote  the  public  welfare. 

eHARLES  R.  CUMINGS.  The  family  name 
of  this  gentleman  is  one  well  known  in 
Eaton  County,  as  it  was  borne  by  one  of  the 
earliest  settlers  in  Belle vue  Township.  That  gen- 
tleman is  now  represented  in  this  vicinity  by  one 
son  and  a  daughter,  the  former  being  the  promi- 
nent and  enterprising  farmer  whose  life  it  is  our 
purpose  to  give  in  brief  outline.  Charles  Cum- 
ings  was  born  in  this  township  April  23,  1853, 
and  attended  the  district  school,  which  during  his 
boyhood  was  held  in  a  log  school  house  with  slab 
benches.  He  acquired  a  good  knowledge  of  prac- 
tical branches  and  a  thorough  understanding  of 
farm  work,  so  that  when  he  was  ready  to  establish 
a  home  of  his  own  he  was  fully  equipped  for  an 
agricultural  career. 

Mr.  Cumings  remained  at  home  until  after  he 
was  of  age  and  was  for  some  time  engineer  in  Her- 
ring's sawmill.  After  his  marriage  he  engaged  in 
farming,  having  charge  of  the  homestead  until 
1886,  when  he  went  to  Clarke  County,  S.  Dak., 
and  for  nearly  two  years  was  engineer  in  a  grist 
mill.  He  returned  here  in  January,  1888,  and  has 
since  carried  on  agricultural  work  on  his  land  which 
is  five  miles  from  Bellevue,  and  consists  of  sixty 
acres  on  section  5.  The  entire  tract  is  improved 
and  supplied  with  necessary  buildings,  making  a 
comfortable  home  and  remunerative  farm.  Mr. 
Cumings  raises  wheat  and  hay  principally,  with 
the  ordinary  domestic  animals  and  some  Percheron 
horses. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
Thomas  Cumings,  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  and 
an  early  settler  in  Tompkins  County,  N.  Y.  He 
came  to  this  State  in  1836  and  died  in  Eaton 
County.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812. 
His  son,  Charles,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 


Tompkins  County,  N.  Y.,  and  after  growing  to 
manhood  came  to  this  State  in  1835.  He  located 
two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  then  returned 
on  foot  to  his  native  place,  and  the  following  June 
came  to  Washtenaw  County,  Mich.,  where  he  re- 
mained until  fall.  He  then  came  with  a  team  to 
his  land  in  Bellevue  Township,  where  not  a  blow 
had  been  struck  and  the  only  path  through  the 
woods  was  an  Indian  trail.  He  put  up  a  log  house 
and  prepared  the  ground  for  cultivation,  farming 
a  few  years  and  then  selling  off  one-half  of  the 
property.  He  lived  to  the  age  of  seventy-eight 
years,  dying  August  7,  1887.  He  held  the  school 
offices,  was  Constable  four  years,  and  Commis- 
sioner of  Highways.  In  politics  he  was  a  Repub- 
lican. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  and  wife  of  Charles 
Cumings,  Sr.,  was  born  in  Genesee  County; 
N.  Y.,  in  1823,  and  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Har- 
riet A.  Reed.  Her  father,  Peter  Reed,  a  native  of 
New  Hampshire,  was  a  carpenter  by  trade.  After 
living  in  New  York  some  years  he  came  to  Mich- 
igan in  1832,  locating  in  Monroe  where  he  worked 
at  his  trade  two  years.  He  then  removed  to  Dun- 
dee, in  the  same  county,  lived  there  until  1841, 
then  made  his  home  in  Bellevue  until  death.  He 
was  a  son  of  Thomas  Reed,  who  went  from  Canada 
to  Vermont.  His  wife,  formerly  Crusie  K.  Parker, 
daughter  of  David  Parker,  was  born  in  Genesee 
County,  N.  Y.  Her  father,  who  was  a  brickmason, 
wras  a  native  of  Massachusetts  and  came  to  Monroe 
County,  this  State,  in  1832.  Thence  he  went  to 
White  Lake,  Oakland  County,  where  he  died.  Miss 
Reed  was  married  in  1844  to  Leonard  Cumings, 
to  whom  she  bore  two  children,  Delford  and 
Daphne,  the  latter  of  whom  died  at  Eaton  Rapids. 
In  1851  she  became  the  wife  of  Charles  Cumings, 
and  their  union  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  two 
sons,  Charlie  R.  and  Eliza  B. 

The  lady  to  whom  the  joy  of  Mr.  Cumings' 
home  life  is  chiefly  due  became  his  wife  in  Assyria 
Township,  Barry  County,  April  28,  1878.  She 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Ella  Bowen,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Amos  W.  and  Elizabeth  R.  (Bolton) 
Bowen,  natives  of  New  Hampshire  and  Massachu- 
setts respectively.  Her  paternal  grandfather, 
William  Bowen,  died  in  the  Granite  State,  and 
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there  her  father  remained  until  he  had  grown  to 
manhood.  In  1856  he  came  West,  and  is  still  liv- 
ing in  Barry  County.  He  resided  in  Eaton  County 
twelve  years,  but  after  the  death  of  his  wife  in 
June,  1883,  returned  to  his  former  home.  His 
occupation  is  that  of  a  shoemaker.  The  maternal 
grandfather  of  Mrs.  Cumings  was  Aaron  Bolton, 
a  native  of  the  Bay  State,  who  came  to  Michigan 
in  1856  and  located  on  a  farm  in  Assyria  Town- 
ship, Barry  County.  There  he  died  in  1876.  He 
was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812. 

Mrs.  Cumings  is  next  to  the  oldest  in  a  family 
of  ten  children,  and  was  born  in  Barry  County 
March  28,  1857.  She  is  a  well-informed  and  capa- 
ble woman,  devoted  to  the  interests  of  her  husband 
and  children,  and  cordial  in  her  intercourse  with 
neighbors  and  acquaintances.  Her  family  consists 
of  Lulu  D.  and  Fred  R.,  whose  increase  in  knowl- 
edge is  an  ever-present  delight  to  their  parents. 
Mr.  Cumings  belongs  to  a  Masonic  lodge  at  Kala- 
mo  and  he  votes  the  Democratic  ticket.  By  his  good 
citizenship  and  the  qualities  of  his  manhood  he  has 
secured  the  respect  of  those  about  him,  and  by  the 
manner  in  which  he  has  conducted  his  business 
affairs,  he  has  assumed  a  prominent  place  among 
the  farmers  of  this  community.  In  1876,  in  a  piece 
of  swamp  land  near  his  home,  he  found  portions  of 
the  skeleton  of  a  mastodon,  one  bone  weighing 
fifty-eight  pounds. 
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eHRISTOPHER  A.  HOUGH.  Attention, 
method  and  industry  are  the  foundation 
stones  of  success  in  business.  To  those 
who  labor  faithfully  success  almost  invariably 
comes.  The  career  of  Mr.  Hough  viewed  from  a 
business  or  social  standpoint  is  worthy  of  record  in 
a  volume  containing  biographical  reviews  of  prom- 
inent citizens  of  Barry  County.  Integrity  of  word 
and  deed  has  been  the  corner  stone  of  all  his  busi- 
ness transactions  and  during  his  residence  in  Nash- 
ville, he  has  made  many  warm  friends  throughout 
the  county  and  city.  He  is  cashier  of  the  Farmers 
and  Merchants  Bank  of  Nashville. 

A  native  of  Ashland  County,  Ohio,  Mr,  Hough 


was  born  January  25,  1846.  His  father,  Joseph 
Hough  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  date 
of  his  birth  April,  1821.  His  father,  Solomon 
Hough,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  also  a  na- 
tive (jf  the  Keystone  State,  1791  being  the  year  of 
his  birth.  The  Hough  family  are  descendants  of 
good  old  Holland  stock,  the  first  of  the  name  in 
this  country  being  4the  great-great-grandfather  of 
our  subject.  The  grandfather  of  Mr.  Hough  par- 
ticipated in  the  War  of  1812.  He  followed  the  life 
of  a  farmer  and  emigrating  to  the  Buckeye  State 
located  in  Mercer  County  in  an  early  day.  He 
cleared  and  improved  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  land  and  before  his  death  divided  it  among  his 
children.  He  passed  away  in  1844  at  the  age  Of 
fifty-three  years,  after  he  had  become  the  father  Of 
four  children. 

Joseph  Hough,  our  subject's  father  was  reared 
in  the  usual  manner  on  a  farm,  but  upon  starting 
out    in  life    for   himself    followed   the  trade  of  a 
blacksmith.     In  this  work  he  continued  throughout 
his  entire  life.     When  twelve  years  old  he    made 
Ashland  County,  Ohio,  his  home,  whence  he  came 
to  Michigan  in  the  fall  of  1865,  locating  at  Mosier- 
ville,  Hillsdale  County,  where  he  followed  his  trade 
the  two   succeeding  years.     He  next  removed  to 
Odessa,  Ionia  County,  having  bought  eighty  acres 
of  land  there  where  he  carried  on  farming  for  four 
years.     At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  disposed 
of   his    property  and    came    to  W^oodland,  Barry 
County,  where  his  death  occurred  April  15,  1885, 
when  sixty-five  years  of  age.     He  married   Miss 
Nancy  Monasmith,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  hav- 
ing been  born  there  in  1821.     The  parental  family 
numbered   eight  children,  four  of  whom  grew  to 
maturity,  viz.:   Joseph,  Christopher  A.,  Mattie  E. 
(Mrs.  Palmerton)  and  Allie  (Mrs.  Smith).     Mrs. 
Hough   is  still   living  at  Woodland  and  is  seventy 
years  of  age.     She  is  a  member  in   good   standing 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  with  which  she 
has  been  connected  for  many  years. 

Christopher  Monasmith,  father  of  Mrs.  Hough, 
born  in  1782,  also  hailed  from  the  Keystone  State. 
In  1798  when  quite  a  young  man,  he  made  Colum- 
biana County,  Ohio,  his  home  before  that  now  pop- 
ulous State  was  admitted  into  the  Union,  and  when 
Indians  were  very  numerous,  He  was  quite  a  hunts- 


460 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


man  and  wild  game  being  very  plentiful  he  kept 
the  family  larder  supplied  with  all  kinds  of  fresh 
meats.  He  subsequently  made  Ashland  County 
his  place  of  residence  but  died  while  living  at  Fos- 
toria,  Seneca  County,  in  1858.  This  side  gf  the 
Monasmith  family  are  of  French  and  Holland  ex- 
traction. The  first  of  that  name  who  came  to 
America  was  the  great-grandfather. 

The  son  of  whom  we  write  is  following  his  fa- 
ther's example  in  living  an  upright  and  useful  life. 
He  received  an  excellent  education  in  the  Fostoria 
High  School  and  upon  launching  out  in  life  for 
himself  chose  the  trade  of  a  carriage-maker,  fol- 
lowing the  same  for  fifteen  years  at  Woodland, 
Barry  County,  and  in  Ionia  County.  May  10,  1864, 
Mr.  Hough  enlisted  in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion, 
being  assigned  to  Company  C,  One  Hundred  and 
Ninety-eighth  Ohio  Regiment.  He  served  mostly 
on  detached  duty  and  received  honorable  discharge 
April  8,  1865.  Upon  his  return  to  civil  life  our 
subject  worked  one  year  at  his  trade  at  Ionia,  after 
which  he  came  to  Woodland,  remaining  there  until 
1886,  and  where  he  followed  a  manufacturing  and 
mercantile  life.  Although  deeply  engrossed  in  his 
business  M*\  Hough  found  time  to  serve  his  county 
as  County  Treasurer,  being  elected  to  the  position 
in  1868  and  re-elected  in  1888  by  large  majorities. 

In  April,  1889,  Mr.  Hough  accepted  the  position 
of  Cashier  in  the  Farmers  and  Merchants  Bank  at 
Nashville  and  in  which  he  is  a  stockholder.  He 
has  an  interest  in  the  Bell  Furniture  &  Novelty 
Company,  an  extensive  manufacturing  plant  and  of 
which  he  is  serving  as  Treasurer  and  also  Director 
in  the  same.  In  addition  to  this  property  he  is 
a  part  owner  of  the  Woodland  Roller  Mills;  is  the 
proprietor  of  a  first-class  livery  barn  and  carriage 
shop  besides  owning  much  other  valuable  property 
at  Woodland.  He  has  a  beautiful  residence  at 
Nashville,  his  home. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Minerva  J.  Rowlader  and  was  born  May  18, 
1854.  Her  father,  Michael  Rowlader,  came  to 
the  United  States  from  Prussia  in  1840.  Her  mar- 
riage with  our  subject  was  solemnized  July  3,  1871. 
She  is  an  intelligent  and  refined  woman  who  finds 
her  greatest  joy  in  the  pleasures  of  domestic  life, 
but  possesses  social  qualities  and  has  a  wide  circle 


of  friends.  The  home  is  brightened  by  the  presence 
of  three  children — Claude  F.,  Maud  M.  and  Elsie 
L.  Marie  G.,  an  infant  daughter,  is  deceased.  Both 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hough  are  members  in  good  stand- 
ing of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  are 
known  among  its  most  zealous  workers  who  are 
always  glad  to  help  forward  any  movement  that 
will  elevate  the  religious  status  of  the  village. 
Politically,  he  is  a  Republican,  stanch  and  true. 
Although  he  does  not  seek  public  honors  or  put 
himself  forward  in  civic  or  social  matters  he  has 
served  as  County  Treasurer  for  four  years  and  held 
most  of  the  township  offices.  He  has  been  Justice 
of  the  Peace  a  number  of  years  and  is  now  one  of 
the  Trustees  of  the  village  schools  of  Nashville. 
He  is  a  prominent  member  of  the  Masonic  order, 
being  identified  with  Nashville  Lodge,  No.  255,  in 
Nashville;  is  also  a  member  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  at  Hastings  and  was  a  member  of  the 
famous  drill  corps  which  took  the  prize  at  Cincin- 
nati, Ohio,  in  1888,  and  at  Milwaukee  in  1890.  He 
brings  much  energy  to  bear  upon  his  Christian  life 
and  has  been  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday-schools 
at  Woodland. 

Mr.  Hough  possesses  unbounded  energy  and  has 
arrived  at  his  high  financial  standing  by  its  exer- 
cise, earnest  industry  and  strictest  honesty.  His 
personal  characteristics  are  such  as  win  upon  those 
who  meet  him  and  many  are  the  friends  who  re- 
joice in  his  prosperity. 


y^ILLIAM  S.  ADK1NS,  a  store-keeper  at 
Morgan,  Barry  County,  is  doing  a  large 
Wy/  business,  he  being  the  only  dealer  in  the 
thriving  little  town.  The  village  in  which  he  is 
located  is  on  the  south  bank  of  Thorn  Apple  Lake 
and  is  surrounded  b}r  a  tributary  country,  from 
which  Mr.  Adkins  draws  many  patrons.  His  shelves 
are  filled  with  well-assorted  goods  in  the  disposal  of 
which  he  shows  business  tact  and  hor.or.  He  is 
now  building  a  two  story  brick  store,  24x80  feet, 
in  which  he  expects  to  be  settled  in  a  short  time. 
In  1882  he  was  appointed  agent  of  the  Michigan 
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Central  Railroad  and  is  still  acting  in  that  capacity. 
The  town  of  Morgan  was  so  named  in  1880,  prior 
to  which  time  it  was  known  as  Meadville  and  still 
earlier,  as  Sheridan. 

The  Adkins  family  originated  in  England,  and 
Sampson  and  William  Adkins,  grandfather  and 
father  of  our  subject,  were  born  in  Maryland. 
Both  were  farmers  and  the  latter  became  a  large 
land-owner  and  extensive  operator,  his  property 
amounting  to  six  hundred  acres.  Politically,  he 
was  a  Democrat.  He  died  December  21,  1889,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-six  years.  His  widow,  formerly 
Elizabeth  McGee,  a  native  of  the  same  State  as  him- 
self, is  still  living  there  and  is  now  sixty  years  old. 
She  has  for  years  been  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Epitcopal  Church  and  it  has  been  her  constant  en- 
deavor to  live  in  accordance  with  right  principles. 
She  has  borne  eleven  children,  ten  of  whom  grew 
to  maturity. 

On  the  eastern  shore  of  Chesapeake  Bay  Will- 
iam S.  Adkins  was  born  January  3,  1855.  He  was 
reared  on  the  farm  and  educated  in  the  district 
school,  and  when  twenty-two  years  old  began  the 
battle  of  life  for  himself.  Leaving  home  he  came 
to  Barry  County  in  March,  1877,  having  made  his 
way  westward  with  the  determination  of  seeking 
his  fortune.  Near  Hastings  he  found  employment 
by  the  month  on  a  farm  and  in  the  sawmills,  and 
continued  to  work  for  wages  until  1882,  when  he 
established  himself  in  business  at  Morgan.  He  first 
put  in  a  stock  of  groceries  to  which  dry-goods  was 
added  in  1883,  and  three  years  later  hardware  and 
boots  and  shoes  were  also  placed  in  stock.  Fie  now 
carries  goods  of  considerable  value. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Adkins  and  Miss  Letha 
McCartney  was  solemnized  at  the  bride's  home 
September  15,  1886,  and  to  them  have  been  born 
two  children — Lenna  and  Gracie.  Mrs.  Adkins  is 
a  native  of  Barry  County,  and  is  a  pleasant  and 
intelligent  ladjT.  She  understands  how  to  make  a 
cozy  home  and  after  the  business  cares  which  her 
husband  pushes  forward  so  energetically,  her  soci- 
ety and  that  of  their  two  little  ones  is  heartily  en- 
joyed by  him.  Mr.  Adkins  votes  the  Republican 
ticket  and  is  a  member  of  Lodge  No.  255,  of  F.  & 
A.  M.,  at  Nashville.  He  was  appointed  Postmaster 
of  Morgan,  January  16,  1884,  and  is  still  holding 


the  office.  He  is  the  only  one  of  his  father's  chil- 
dren that  left  their  native  place  to  strike  out  in  a 
new  line  and  he  has  made  a  great  success  of  his 
undertaking. 


Vf/AMES  M.  PETERS,  ki  this  biographical 
sketch  will  be  recorded  a  few  incidents  in 
the  life  of  a  prominent  resident  of  Brook- 
1  field  Township,  Eaton  County.  Mr.  Peters 
whose  portrait  appears  on  the  opposite  page,  is  a 
native  of  the  Empire  State,  born  January  10,  1831, 
in  Cato  Township,  Cayuga  County.  His  father, 
Norman  Peters,  a  native  of  the  State  of  Connecti- 
cut, settled  in  New  York  State  when  a  young  man, 
and  located  on  the  farm  where  our  subject  was 
born.  He  removed  to  Illinois  in  1855,  and  settled 
in  Putnam  County  where  he  continued  to  farm. 

During  the  War  of  1812  Mr.  Peters  served  in  the 
Connecticut  militia.  Religiously  he  was  a  promi- 
nent member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  He  died 
in  1875  at  his  home  in  Putnam  County,  111.  The 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  Eber  Peters,  a  native  of 
New  Hampshire,  removed  to  Connecticut  in  which 
State  he  resided  until  his  death.  He  was  a  soldier 
during  the  Revolutionary  War.  The  Peters  family 
claim  to  be  descendants  of  Sir  Hugh  Peters  of 
England,  who  fled  to  the  Colonies  of  America  to 
escape  being  beheaded.  The  mother,  Mary  E. 
Hill,  a  native  of  Connecticut  residing  in  Litchfield 
County,  died  about  1876  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty  years.  She  was  an  adherent  of  the  Presby- 
terian faith  and  was  the  mother  of  eight  children, 
seven  of  whom  are  now  living. 

Our  subject  was  born  and  reared  on  a  farm,  re- 
ceiving a  common-school  education,  and  attending 
a  district  school  until  eleven  years  old.  He  then 
attended  two  terms  at  Meriden,  N.  Y.,  and  a  short 
time  afterward  entered  a  select  school  at  Weeds- 
port,  walking  four  miles  to  the  school.  He  attended 
there  in  all  about  five  years.  He  subsequently 
went  to  Connecticut,  his  father's  native  State, 
where  he  taught  one  term  of  school  at  Fairfield. 
He  then  engaged  as  clerk  in  a  store  at  Litchfield, 
remaining  a  short  time;  later  he  clerked  in  Water- 
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town  and  then  returned  to  his  home  in  New  York, 
in  the  fall  of  1851. 

Concluding  to  try  his  fortunes  in  the  West  Mr. 
Peters  removed  to  Adrian,  Mich.,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  the  marble  business  with  a  brother,  con- 
tinuing in  the  same  about  eighteen  months.  He 
then  in  the  year  1853  was  married  and  at  once 
started  for  Illinois.  He  clerked  in  a  store,  and 
taught  a  term  of  school  while  in  Illinois.  Returning 
to  Lenawee  County  he  settled  on  a  farm,  but  only 
remained  there  two  months.  Subsequently  he 
taught  a  winter  term  of  school  in  1856  at  Medina 
in  the  same  county.  He  continued  farming  near 
Palmyra  for  a  period  of  three  years,  at  the  close  of 
which  time  he  removed  to  Illinois  where  his  father 
had  located  and  spent  several  months  there.  In 
1862  he  purchased  land  in  Van  Buren  County,  this 
State,  where  he  resided  about  three  years.  He  then 
sold  out,  and  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  three 
little  boys,  proceeded  to  this  county  in  a  wagon 
drawn  by  an  ox-team.  Here  he  bought  one  hun- 
dred acres  of  rich  land  on  section  32,  Brookfield 
Township,  where  he  has  since  lived.  On  this  land 
there  were  about  six  acres  cleared  and  the  balance 
he  has  cleared  from  time  to  time. 

In  October,  1853  Mr.  Peters  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Ellen  M.  Baldwin,  a  native  of 
Massachusetts,  born  in  Windsor,  August  8,  1837. 
She  came  with  her  parents  at  the  age  of  two  years 
to  Palmyra,  Lenawee  County,  Mich.,  where  she 
was  reared  to  womanhood.  Her  father,  Dexter 
Baldwin,  was  a  fine  musician  and  leader  of  a  fash- 
ionable choir  in  Adrian  at  a  salary  of  $400  a  year. 
He  was  educated  in  Bolton,  Mass.,  and  passed  away 
about  1875.  Unto  Mr.  Peters  and  his  estimable 
wife  have  been  born  six  children:  D wight,  born 
September  6,  1854,  died  July  9,  1856;  Charles  E., 
born  October  26,  1858;  Seward  M.,  May  2,  1860; 
Lowel  L.,  April  10,  1865;  James  M.,  Jr.,  August 
23,  1869;  and  Nellie  M.,  April  30,  1878. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  one  of  the  pioneer 
teachers  of  the  county  in  which  he  resides  and  has 
ever  stood  in  the  front  ranks  of  those  working  to 
advance  the  cause  of  education.  For  many  years 
he  served  as  School  Superintendent  in  the  counties 
of  Lenawee  and  Van  Buren.  He  is  in  great  de- 
mand in  the  community,  and  has  filled   prominent 


offices,  serving  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  three  terms, 
Supervisor  three  years,  and  is  at  present  Township 
Clerk.  In  1878  he  was  a  candidate  on  the  Green- 
back ticket  for  Register  of  Deeds.  He  is  identified 
with  the  Grange  and  a  member  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Temple  of  Honor. 
His  large  and  fine  farm  contains  one  hundred  and 
eighty  acres  which  he  has  brought  to  a  high  state 
of  cultivation.  He  put  in  eight  miles  of  tiling 
and  it  is  his  intention  to  lay  as  much  more.  The 
house  in  which  he  resides  is  a  commodious  brick 
one,  and  surrounded  by  substantial  barns  and  other 
buildings.  Besides  farming  he  engages  in  the 
manufacture  of  brick  and  tile. 

Although  starting  without  means  Mr.  Peters  has 
by  his  perseverance  and  pluck  arrived  at  his  pres- 
ent successful  position.  He  introduced  and  raises 
Short-horn  cattle  and  Berkshire  hogs,  while  every 
department  of  his  work  is  carried  on  after  the  new 
and  improved  methods  of  farming.  He  takes  great 
pride  in  his  family  and  furnishes  every  opportunity 
to  his  children  for  advancement.  In  politics  he  is 
a  Democrat. 


VILLIAM  H.  NORTHRUP.  This  intelli- 
gent farmer  and  prominent  citizen  of  Cas- 
tleton  Township,  Barry  County,  was  born 
in  Saratoga  County,  N.  Y.,  July  27,  1819.  The 
paternal  famity  is  of  English  origin,  and  the  father 
and  grandfather  of  our  subject,  both  of  whom  were 
named  Lewis,  were  born  in  Dutchess  County, 
N.  Y.  Farming  was  their  occupation  and  the 
younger  received  a  collegiate  education,  after  com- 
pleting which  his  father  gave  him  a  tract  of  land  in 
Saratoga  County.  He  farmed  extensively  and 
owned  two  hundred  acres  of  land,  on  which  he  died 
when  sixty-five  years  of  age.  He  was  an  old -line 
Whig  in  politics. 

The  wife  of  Lewis  Northrup,  J.,  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Betsey  Sutherland,  was  a  native  of  the 
same  county  as  himself  and  lived  to  the  age  of 
fifty-two  years;  she  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church.  Their  children  were  named  "respectively: 
Ethan  A.,  Sally  A.,  Milton,  Adelaide,  William  H., 
Florence  and  Emily.     The  maternal  grandfather 
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of  our  subject  was  Daniel  Sutherland,  who  was  of 
English  descent  imd  a  native  of  Dutchess  County, 
N.  Y.  He  was  a  farmer,  and  a  preacher  in  the 
Methodist  Church.  He  lived  to  a  good  old  age, 
being  more  than  fourscore  when  called  hence. 

On  the  home  farm  our  subject  grew  to  manhood 
and  in  the  district  schools  he  received  his  educa 
tion.  He  did  not  leave  the  home  roof  until  he  was 
twenty-five  years  old,  at  which  time  he  became 
superintendent  of  a  gang  of  men  doing  grading  on 
the  New  York  Central  Railroad.  After  two  years 
spent  thus  he  and  his  partner  ran  an  hotel  in 
Vienna,  N.  Y.,  for  three  years,  and  he  then  rented 
a  farm  in  Seneca  County.  After  operating  it  some 
time  he  bought  property  north  of  Waterloo,  but 
sold  it  after  a  short  possession.  In  May,  1855,  he 
came  to  Calhoun  County,  this  State,  settling  in 
Newton  Township  where  he  bought  eighty  acres  of 
land.  For  several  years  he  occupied  this  place,  but 
finally  removed  to  a  rented  farm  on  the  outskirts  of 
Battle  Creek.  Three  years  later  he  moved  into 
the  city,  but  finally  bought  another  tract  east  of 
town,  but  lived  on  it  only  a  short  time  ere  selling 
out. 

In  1867  Mr.  Northrup  came  into  Barry  County 
and  bought  the  two  hundred  and  twenty  acres  on 
section  28,  Castleton  Township,  that  constitutes 
his  present  estate.  But  little  improvement  had 
been  made  here  and  the  house  was  old  and  built  of 
logs.  The  owner  now  has  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres 
cleared  and  various  buildings  erected,  including  a 
large  farm  house  put  up  in  1871.  A  frame  barn, 
40x60  feet,  was  burned  July  2,  1889,  having  been 
set  on  fire  by  a  drunken  tramp  who  smoked  on  the 
hay.  Mr.  Northrup  has  carried  on  farming  quite 
extensively  and  raised  stock  in  large  numbers,  but 
he  is  now  retired,  having  rented  his  farm  in  the 
spring  of  1890.  He  has  held  some  minor  offices  in 
the  township  and  is  a  quiet  worker  in  the  Repub- 
lican party. 

October  11,  1850,  Mr.  Northrup  was  married  to 
Miss  Elizabeth  Lozier,  who  was  born  in  New  York 
City  and  whose  mother,  Isabella  (Forshee)  Lozier, 
was  a  cousin  of  Alexander  Hamilton.  Both  par- 
parents  were  born  in  the  Empire  State  and  the 
father,  William  Lozier,  was  a  sailor  in  his  early 
life.     He  became  a  ship  carpenter  and  then  fore- 


man of  the  Manhattan  Water  Works  until  1832, 
when  he  died.  Hildebrandt  Lozier,  grandfather  of 
Mrs.  Northrup,  was  the  son  of  an  emigrant  from 
France  and  was  a  native  of  New  York.  He  was  a 
soldier  in  the  War  of  Independence  and  had  his 
skull  fractured  by  a  ball,  so  that  he  had  to  have  a 
silver  plate  put  in.  This  injured  his  mind  and 
incapacitated  him  for  work. 

Mrs.  Northrup  rode  on  the  first  train  run  in  New 
York  State  from  Albany  to  Schenectady,  she  being 
then  an  infant  six  weeks  old.  She  is  a  member  of 
the  Free  Methodist  Church.  To  her  and  her  hus- 
band six  children  have  been  born,  five  of  whom 
grew  to  maturity  although  two  are  now  deceased. 
The  living  are  Charles  Hamilton,  Mrs.  Edie  I. 
Clifford,  Theodore  E.  and  Nellie  M.;  the  deceased, 
Mrs.  Adelaide  A.  Whitlock  and  George  E.  The 
parents  are  exceedingly  kind-hearted,  helpful  to 
those  in  need,  intelligent  and  cordial,  and  have  an 
assured  place  in  the  communky.  Mr.  Northrup  is 
to  be  commended  for  the  efforts  he  has  made  to 
advance  his  personal  interests  and  those  of  his 
family,  and  for  the  success  that  he  has  met  with  all 
who  know  him  rejoice. 


A  glance  at  the  business 


jfppRANK  PHELPS. 

jkWg^  establishments  of  Believue  will  give  astran- 
iJh  ger  a  very  good  idea  of  the  prosperity  of 
the  various  dealers  and  the  manner  in  which  they 
conduct  their  affairs.  He  will  find  in  this  place  a 
number  of  business  houses  that  are  in  a  thriving 
condition  and  so  well  managed  that  their  propri- 
etors have  no  cause  to  be  ashamed  of  displaying 
them  to  visitors.  One  of  these  is  presided  over  by 
Frank  Phelps,  who  is  generally  considered  to  be 
the  most  successful  merchant  in  the  city.  He  car- 
ries the  largest  stock  of  goods,  which  includes  a 
full  line  of  dry  goods,  clothing,  boots  and  shoes, 
and  has  a  fine  location. 

One  of  the  earliest  settlers  in  Marshall  was  Judge 
Henry  J.  Phelps,  who  traced  his  lineage  back  to  the 
Puritans  of  Plymouth.  He  was  born  in  Connec- 
ticut and  when  a  young  man  went  to  New  York, 
whence  he  came  to  this  State  in  1832,     At  that 
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time  he  bought  land  in  Calhoun  County,  adjoining 
Marshal],  and  returning  to  his  former  home  came 
back  the  next  year  with  his  family.  He  improved 
his  farm,  but  lived  in  the  village,  in  which  he 
gained  prominence  as  it  increased  in  size.  He  was 
the  first  Probate  Judge  of  Calhoun  County  and  was 
closely  identified  with  its  political  life.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Universalist  Church.  Judge  Phelps 
was  twice  married,  his  second  wife  being  Ellen  T. 
Hodge,  a  native  of  New  York,  who  died  in  Marshall 
in  1878,  many  years  after  her  husband  had  entered 
into  rest.  Of  the  union  there  were  born  two  chil- 
dren— Ellen  and  Frank — the  former  being  now  a 
resident  of  Seattle,  Wash.,  and  the  wife  of  Frank 
Beach. 

Frank  Phelps  was  born  in  Marshall,  December  7, 
1844,  and  received  his  fundamental  education  in 
the  schools  there.  He  then  entered  the  State  Nor- 
mal School  at  Ypsilanti,  which  he  attended  three 
years.  The  war  having  broken  out,  the  students 
were  so  filled  with  excitement  and  loyal  enthu- 
siasm that  the  classes  were  depleted  and  the  school 
nearly  broken  up.  Young  Phelps,  who  was  too 
young  and  small  to  become  a  soldier,  wished  to  go 
into  the  army  as  a  drummer,  but  his  mother 
objected  so  strongly  that  he  remained  at  home. 
He  did  not  resume  his  studies,  however,  but  became 
clerk  for  A.  B.  Cook  &  Co.,  with  whom  he  remained 
eleven  years,  during  the  latter  part  of  the  time  as 
head  clerk. 

In  1873  Mr.  Phelps  started  in  business  in  partner- 
ship with  E.  L.  Murphy,  under  the  style  of  Phelps 
&  Murphy,  and  the  connection  continued  until 
1878.  The  firm  had  done  a  successful  business  as 
general  merchants,  but  at  the  time  mentioned  Mr. 
Phelps  sold  out  to  his  partner  and  opened  up  in  his 
present  location  in  partnership  with  his  brother- 
in-law,  G.  J.  Barney.  A  new  stock  was  put  in  and 
the  business  carried  on  eight  years,  when  Mr.  Phelps 
bought  out  Mr.  Barney  who  went  to  Charlotte. 
The  business  has  constantly  increased  and  its  steady 
growth  proves  that  the  proprietor  of  the  store  has 
tact  and  good  judgment,  and  that  his  dealings  are 
straightforward  and  his  treatment  of  his  patrons 
courteous. 

At  the  bride's  home  in  Marshall  in  1878,  Mr. 
Phelps  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Emily  E. 


Barney.  This  lady  is  a  daughter  of  William 
Barney,  who  was  born  in  England  and  is  numbered 
among  the  early  settlers  of  Marshall.  In  that  city 
Mrs.  Phelps  was  born  and  there  she  passed  most  of 
the  years  of  her  maidenhood.  She  is  an  educated, 
refined  lady,  who  understands  well  how  to  make 
her  home  attractive,  and  is  above  all  an  earnest 
Christian,  her  membership  being  in  the  Congrega- 
tional Church.  She  has  borne  her  husband  two 
children — Henry  J.  and  Anna  L. 

The  position  of  Village  President  has  been  held 
by  Mr.  Phelps  several  times,  and  during  his  incum- 
bency of  the  office  he  has  manifested  a  desire  for 
the  upbuilding  of  the  place  and  advocated  such 
improvements  as  will  attract  newcomers.  Politi- 
cally he  is  a  straightforward,  honest  Republican, 
while  socially,  he  is  so  kindly  and  genial  that  he  has 
made  hosts  of  friends.  His  mind  has  been  well 
trained  and  he  is  replete  with  information  on  all 
topics  of  the  day.  In  fact,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Phelps 
are  among  the  best  and  most  cultured  members  of 
the  society  in  Bellevue  and  are  well  known  and 
highly  respected. 


APT.  ALEXANDER  BOYD,  who  is  en- 
gaged in  general  farming  on  section  3,  Kal- 
amazoo Township,  Eaton  Countjr,  was 
familiarly  known  in  the  State  of  New  York  as  Capt. 
Boyd,  serving  in  that  office  when  only  twenty  years 
of  age.  His  grandfather,  the  Hon.  Alexander 
Boyd,  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  was  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  New  York  State  where  he  engaged 
in  farming.  He  well  and  ably  served  the  interests 
of  the  State  in  Congress  for  a  period  of  eight  years 
and  was  also  a  member  of  the  State  Legislature. 
After  his  active  and  useful  life  he  retired  and  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  days  in  the  home  of  our  sub- 
ject's father  in  Madison  County,  where  he  died  in 
1844,  aged  ninety-eight  years.  The  father  of  our 
subject  afterward  removed  to  St.  Lawrence  County 
and  settled  near  Russell.  At  this  place  he  engaged 
in  farming  and  served  as  Captain  in  a  company  of 
militia.     Later    he  removed   to  Madison   County 
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and  resided  for  a  short  time  near  Rome,  and  then 
in  1850  he  removed  to  Wisconsin  and  purchased  a 
farm  near  Janesville,  in  that  county,  upon  which 
he  resided  until  his  death.  In  the  olden  time  he 
was  a  stanch  .supporter  of  Whig  principles,  and  in 
later  life  entered  the  Republican  party.  He  took 
an  active  part  in  all  public  affairs  and  was  an  ac- 
tive worker  in  the  Congregational  Church.  He  died 
July  29,  1880,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-eight 
years. 

The  maternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were 
natives  of  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  and  his  mother 
first  opened  her  eyes  to  the  light  of  day  on  the 
broad  waters  of  the  Atlantic.  The  grandfather 
was  a  mason  by  trade  and  settled  in  Schoharie 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  remained  for  a  short  time 
and  afterwards  removed  to  St.  Lawrence  County, 
where  he  engaged  in  building  and  mason  work. 
Subsequently  he  returned  to  Schoharie  County, 
where  he  remained  until  his  death.  The  grand- 
mother died  in  1860  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin. 
The  mother  of  our  subject  was  the  youngest  of 
eight  children. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  this  sketch  was  written 
was  born  in  Russell,  St.  Lawrence  County,  N.  Y., 
May  7,  1821,  and  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm. 
He  received  a  more  liberal  education  than  was  us- 
ually acquired  by  the  children  of  the  early  settlers, 
his  course  in  the  district  school  being  supplemented 
by  an  attendance  of  one  term  at  Canton  Academy. 
He  remained  upon  the  old  homestead  until  twenty- 
five  years  of  age.  When  eighteen  years  of  age  he 
enrolled  in  the  State  Militia,  first  serving  as  Ser- 
geant, next  as  Second  Lieutenant,  and  then  was 
promoted  to  the  Captaincy  which  he  held  for  five 
years  at  which  time  the  company  was  disbanded. 
At  the  time  of  leaving  his  father's  farm,  he  pur- 
chased some  land  and  settled  upon  the  same.  He 
was  married  the  first  time  in  1847  to  Miss  Sarah 
M.  Richardson,  a  resident  of  Canton,  St.  Lawrence 
County,  N.  Y.,  the  daughter  of  John  L.  Richard- 
son. Her  father  was  a  farmer  of  Canton  Township 
where  he  owned  an  estate  of  ninety  acres  of  land. 
In  1854  he  removed  to  Ohio  and  located  in 
Defiance  County,  where  he  purchased  a  farm.  After 
a  residence  of  six  months  he  traded  the  land  for  a 
steam  sawmill  in  Farmer  Township,  where  he  en- 


gaged in  the  operation  of  milling  for  five  years. 
Following  which  time  he  again  engaged  in  farming 
in  Milford  Township  where  he  remained  for  three 
years  and  then  removed  to  Williams  County, 
where  he  purchased  a  saw  and  grist  mill  situated 
near  Pioneer  in  Madison  Township.  He  continued 
to  operate  this  mill  and  was  successful  in  the  busi- 
ness. In  1861  he  assisted  in  raising  a  company  in 
his  neighborhood,  in  which  he  enlisted  to  serve  his 
country  in  the  late  war.  This  was  Company  G, 
Sixty-Eighth  Ohio  Infantry,  and  he  was  offered 
the  choice  of  command  and  accepted  the  position 
of  Second  Lieutenant.  They  were  mustered  in  at 
Napoleon,  Ohio,  and  their  regiment  sent  South  to 
Ft.  Donelson.  Lieut  Bo}Td  was  in  command  of 
the  company  at  the  siege  of  Shiloh.  In  October, 
1862,  he  was  taken  sick  and  resigned  the  position 
and  was  subsequently  honorably  discharged  and 
returned  to  his  home.  This  sickness  he  was  unable 
to  overcome  for  a  period  of  three  years.  His  health 
being  better  he  concluded  to  again  enter  the  Union 
ranks,  and  in  May,  1864,  he  entered  Company  C, 
One  Hundred  and  Forty-second  Ohio  Infantry,  and 
served  until  October,  1864,  when  the  regiment  was 
mustered  out. 

After  his  return  home  from  the  army  he  resumed 
his  former  occupation  of  milling  and  continued  in 
that  business  until  1867  when  he  sold  out  and 
located  in  Hillsdale  County,  Mich.,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits.  In  1874  he  re- 
moved to  Eaton  County  and  purchased  the  farm 
that  he  now  occupies.  At  that  time  the  land  was 
uncleared  and  he  has  since  cleared  and  improved 
the  farm  and  put  up  substantial  buildings.  He  is 
engaged  in  general  farming  and  raises  good  crops 
of  wheat  etc.  and  keeps  a  good  grade  of  horses,  es- 
pecially having  fine  road  horses. 

Capt.  Boyd  was  remarried  December  21,  1864, 
to  Lucy  L.  Hosmer,  a  native  of  Yates  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  residing  at  Jerusalem,  on  Crooked  Lake. 
Mrs.  Boyd  was  born  May  21,  1830,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  John  P.  Hosmer,  a  native  of  Massachu- 
setts. Her  grandfather  was  one  of  the  early  set- 
tlers of  New  York  State  and  served  as  a  soldier 
during  the  Revolutionary  War.  Mrs.  Boyd's  father 
and  mother  resided  on  a  farm  in  Huron  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  made  that  their  home  until  their  death. 
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The  father  died  in  1867  aged  seventy  six  3Tears, 
the  mother  some  time  later  at  the  same  age.  Mrs. 
Boyd  was  the  fourth  child  in  order  of  birth  in  a 
family  of  ten  children,  all  now  living. 

By  his  first  marriage  our  subject  was  the  father 
of  four  children:  Eliza  M.  (Mrs.  Fuller),  residing 
in  Vermontville;  Edwin  J.,  a  farmer  in  this  town- 
ship; Harlan  A.,  also  residing  in  this  township; 
Caroline  H.  (Mrs.  Wells),  residing  in  Vermontville; 
Eliza  and  Caroline,  formerly  engaged  in  teach- 
ing at  Vermontville  and  Pioneer  respectively.  The 
fruit  of  the  second  union  has  been  four  children: 
William  E.,  a  farmer  in  this  township;  Clarence  O. 
residing  at  Chicago,  engaged  in  carpentering; 
Charles  A.,  a  carpenter  in  this  township,  and  Fred 
R.,  residing  at  the  home  place.  Capt.  Boyd  is  an 
advocate  of  the  principles  of  the  Democratic  part}' 
and  has  served  as  delegate  to  county  conventions. 
Personally  he  is  a  man  of  pleasant  manners,  and 
his  social  powers,  together  with  his  excellent  char- 
acter, win  for  him  the  respect  and  friendship  of 
those  who  make  his  acquaintance. 


ffiOHN  G.  ESTELLE.  This  worthy  gentle- 
man has  been  identified  with  the  affairs  of 
Brookfield  Township,  Eaton  County,  for 
many  years,  and  is  now  pleasantly  located 
there  on  a  tract  of  thoroughly  developed  land.  It 
consists  of  forty  acres  which  is  supplied  with 
various  conveniences  in  the  way  of  buildings  and 
has  the  adornments  that  are  generally  seen  on  a 
good  farm.  Little  is  known  of  the  ancestral  fam- 
ily, as  Grandfather  Estelle  died  in  1778,  when  the 
father  of  our  subject  was  but  three  years  old.  The 
patronymic,  however,  and  the  few  items  that  are 
known,  point  to  France  as  the  original  home  of 
the  family. 

Thomas  and  Elizabeth  (Graham)  Estelle,  parents 
of  our  subject,  were  born  in  the  Empire  State,  the 
former  in  Ulster  County  March  1,  1775.  His  occu- 
pation was  farming,  and  he  is  numbered  among 
the  early  settlers  in  Lake  County,  Ohio,  where  he 
died  in  1855  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years.  His 
widow  survived  him  twenty  years  and   breathed 


her  last  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven.  Both  were 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for 
many  years,  but  Mrs.  Estelle  finally  became  an 
Adventist.  Their  family  consisted  of  eight  sons 
and  daughters,  two  of  whom  are  now. living. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  these 
paragraphs  was  born  in  Lake  County,  Ohio,  in  the 
town  of  Perry,  April  7,  1821.  His  school  privi- 
leges were  poor,  as  the  sessions  were  often  held  in 
some  dark  room  in  a  log  cabin  in  the  neighbor- 
hood,  and  at  the  best  were  decidedly  inferior  to 
those  of  to-day.  He  attended  an  academy  at 
Brooklyn,  Ohio,  one  term,  and  the  college  at  Ober- 
lin  an  equal  length  of  time.  When  eighteen  years 
old  he  began  working  by  the  month  as  a  farm 
hand  and  continued  the  employment  two  years, 
when  he  began  to  acquire  the  trade  of  a  m older. 
At  this  he  worked  off  and  on  for  thirty  years. 

In  1811  Mr.  Estelle  came  to  this  State  and  re- 
mained some  four  years,  working  on  farms  in  Jack- 
son County.  He  then  went  back  to  his  native 
State  and  once  more  took  up  his  trade,  at  which  he 
labored  until  1854.  He  then  came  West  again 
and  bought  land  in  the  township  in  which  he  is 
now  living,  and  went  energetically  to  work  to  im- 
prove the  place  and  make  a  comfortable  home. 
Deer  and  other  game  were  abundant  in  the  vicinity 
of  his  log  house  but  he  had  no  time  to  hunt,  there 
being  other  and  more  important  work  before  him. 
He  has  given  his  attention  principally  to  farming 
since  he  came  here,  but  for  three  years,  beginning 
in  1871,  he  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
farm  implements  in  Charlotte. 

It  would  be  unjust  to  Mr.  Estelle  to  omit  men- 
tion of  him  as  a  soldier,  he  having  been  a  faithful 
member  of  the  Twenty-eighth  Michigan  Infantry 
under  Col.  W.  W.  Wheeler,  during  the  latter  part 
of  the  war.  He  entered  the  service  in  1864,  and 
was  mustered  out  after  peace  was  declared,  holding 
the  rank  of  Sergeant.  The  only  important  battle 
in  which  he  participated  was  Nashville,  but  he  did 
other  service  equally  necessary  and  often  more 
tiresome  than  the  excitement  of  a  contest.  Mr. 
Estelle  lay  sick  at  Alexandria,  Va.,  from  January 
25  to  March  23,  1865. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Estelle  and  Miss  Lucinda 
Kinney  was  solemnized  June  18,  1844,  and  to  them 
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seven  children  have  been  born.  The  first  sorrow 
of  their  married  life  was  in  the  death  of  William, 
their  first-born,  and  they  were  again  called  to 
mourn  when  Lewis,  their  second  son,  gave  his  life 
to  his  country,  dying  while  a  member  of  the  Sev- 
enth Michigan  Cavalry.  The  sons  and  daughters 
who  survive  are:  Edwin,  Allena,  Henry,  Victor 
and  Carrie  M.  Mrs.  Estelle  was  born  in  Auburn, 
N.  Y.,  in  1825,  and  is  a  well-informed  lady, 
skilled  in  housewifely  arts  and  agreeable  in  social 
life. 

When  entitled  to  the  right  of  suffrage  Mr.  Es- 
telle cast  his  vote  with  the  Whig  party,  but  in  later 
years  he  entered  the  Republican  ranks.  In  1875 
he  decided  that  the  money  question  was  of  prime 
importance  and  joined  the  Greenback  party,  but 
after  a  time  re-entered  the  Republican  ranks.  He 
has  alwa}^s  been  an  active  politician  in  the  sense  of 
doing  local  work  and  exerting  all  his  influence  for 
the  principles  which  he  supported,  and  he  has  on 
more  than  one  occasion  been  a  delegate  to  con- 
ventions. He  served  eight  terms  as  Township 
Supervisor,  two  terms  as  Clerk,  and  has  besides 
been  Highway  Commissioner  and  Justice  of  the 
Peace.  He  is  quite  interested  in  the  social  orders 
as  is  evidenced  in  his  holding  membership  in  the 
Grange,  Patrons  of  Industry,  Farmers'  Alliance 
and  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  Of  good  char- 
acter, intelligence  and  fine  social  qualities,  he  is 
worthy  of  representation  in  a  volume  of  this  kind, 
and  his  many  friends  will  be  glad  to  see  this  brief 
record  of  his  life. 


G 


EORGE  W.  CAIN.  Among  the  prosper- 
11  i  <^w/  ous  ^armers  °f  Barry  County  a  prominent 
^^jj  position  belongs  to  the  subject  of  this  brief 
biographical  notice,  who  is  energetically  pursuing 
his  chosen  vocation  on  section  2,  Carlton  Town- 
ship. There  he  has  a  finely  improved  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  nineteen  acres,  which  through  his  own 
untiring  exertions  has  been  transformed  from  its 
original  condition  to  a  highly  cultivated  tract  of 
land.  Upon  his  arrival  in  this  county  in  1855  he 
bought  his  present  farm  and   at  once  commenced 


the  work  of  improvement.  He  erected  a  small 
plank  house,  broke  the  first  furrows  in  the  land, 
and  gradually  developed  a  pleasant  homestead  for 
the  abode  of  his  family. 

The  Green  Mountain  State  was  the  birthplace  of 
Oliver  Cain,  the  father  of  our  subject,  and  from 
there  he  went  to  New  York  at  an  early  day  and 
located  in  Orleans  County,  where  he  bought  one 
hundred  acres  of  land  in  the  Holland  Purchase. 
The  Empire  State  was  not  then,  as  now,  highly 
developed  with  excellent  farms  and  thriving  towns, 
but  only  a  few  settlements  had  been  made,  espe- 
cially in  the  western  part.  Upon  this  uncultivated 
tract  of  land  Mr.  Cain  erected  a  small  log  house, 
put  up  a  few  necessary  outbuildings  for  the  stor- 
age of  grain  and  shelter  of  stock,  and  began  the 
arduous  task  of  clearing  the  land.  He  was  success- 
ful in  his  undertakings  and  at  a  ripe  old  age  died 
at  this  homestead,  which  he  had  transformed  from 
a  wilderness  into  an  abode  of  beauty.  In  his 
unceasing  labors  he  was  ably  assisted  by  his  wife, 
formerly  Olive  Aldridge,  a  native  of  New  York 
State,  who  is  now  deceased. 

During  the  residence  of  his  parents  in  Orleans 
County,  N.  Y.,  George  W.  Cain  was  born  August 
14,  1832.  During  his  boyhood  he  attended  the 
schools  of  the  district  in  the  winter  season  and 
aided  in  the  farm  work  through  the  summer.  A 
short  time  after  attaining  his  majority,  he  decided 
to  follow  the  sage  advice  of  Horace  Greeley,  and 
accordingly  came  to  Michigan  in  1855,  making 
the  trip  through  Canada  bjr  rail  to  Battle  Creek, 
Mich.,  and  from  there  overland  to  Hastings.  Imme- 
diately after  his  arrival  in  Barry  County  he  pur- 
chased his  present  farm  of  one  hundred  and  nine- 
teen acres,  and  commenced  to  improve  it.  It  was 
wild  land  covered  with  a  dense  growth  of  shrub- 
bery in  places  and  about  as  the  Indians  left  it 
The  first  improvement  placed  upon  the  land  was. 
a  small  plank  house;  later  other  necessary  improve- 
ments were  made,  three  acres  were  set  out  in  an 
orchard  and  the  land  was  divided  and  sub-divided 
for  the  pasturage  of  stock  and  planting  of  grain. 

The  wife  of  our  subject,  formerly  known  as  Fan- 
nie Eliza  Coonrad,  was  born  in  1831  in  Montgom- 
ery County,  N.  Y.,  to  Philip  and  Mary  Coonrad, 
natives  of  New  York  and  now  deceased.    Unto  Mr. 
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Cain  and  his  good  wife  three  children  were  born, 
of  whom  the  following  is  the  record:  Irving  mar- 
ried Mary  Rowe,  a  native  of  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind.,  and 
they  now  reside  in  this  township;  Benjamin  Frank- 
lin was  united  in  marriage  with  Lottie  Saekett  and 
they  live  at  Lake  Odessa;  Mary  Olive,  now  Mrs. 
Jay  Carpenter,  lives  in  Carlton  Township.  Polit- 
ically Mr.  Cain  votes  the  Republican  ticket,  but 
does  not  take  an  active  interest  in  politics,  prefer- 
ring the  quietude  of  domestic  happiness. 

Even  a  brief  sketch  #  of  the  life  of  Mr.  Cain 
would  be  very  incomplete  if  no  mention  were  made 
of  his  war  record.  He  served  in  the  defense  of 
his  country  during  the  late  war,  enlisting  in  Bat- 
tery E,  First  Michigan  Light  Artillery  and  going 
at  once  to  Nashville,  Tenn.,  where  he  remained 
until  July,  1864.  Then,  with  his  company,  he  was 
sent  on  a  raid  for  one  month,  returning  to  Nash- 
ville, whence  he  was  ordered  to  Springfield,  Tenn. 
From  there  in  February,  1865,  he  was  sent  to 
Decatur,  Ala.,  where  he  was  engaged  in  active  duty 
until  July,  and  then  peace  having  been  declared 
he  returned  north  to  Jackson,  Mich.,  and  was 
honorably  discharged.  As  a  brave  defender  of 
the  Union,  an  energetic  farmer  and  prominent  citi- 
zen, he  deservedly  ranks  high  in  the  community 
which  has  for  many  years  been  his  home. 


-S- 


(1^  ENRY  ROE.  The  biographical  writer  is 
JVi  always  pleased  to  record  the  worthy  deeds 
and  successes  in  life  of  mankind  and  par- 
ticularly when  adverse  circumstances  have 
been  bravely  met  and  overcome  and  the  most  manly 
traits  of  character  exhibited  under  reverses  of  for- 
tune. It  is  therefore  with  more  than  usual  pleasure 
that  a  brief  outline  of  the  life  of  the  gentleman 
above  named,  who  is  proprietor  of  one  of  the  first 
meat  markets  of  Barry  County,  is  included  in  this 
volume. 

Mr.  Roe  comes  of  good  old  New  England  fami- 
lies of  the  Irish  stock  and  was  born  November  24, 
1847,  in  the  Bay  State.  His  father,  Lawrence  Roe, 
was  a  native  of  Ireland.  He  in  early  life  learned 
the  trade  of  a  block  printer  at  which  he  was  en- 


gaged the  greater  part  of  his  life.  He  came  to 
America  in  1846  and  located  at  North  Adams, 
Mass.,  where  he  followed  his  trade  until  1854, 
whence  he  came  to  Michigan  and  located  near 
Bellevue,  Eaton  County.  In  this  vicinity  he  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  of  land  which  was  still  in  the 
primitive  state,  but  now  ranks  among  the  best-im- 
proved farms,  and  upon  which  he  still  resides.  He 
was  married  in  England  to  Maria  Noals,  a  native 
of  England,  and  to  them  have  been  born  nine 
children,  five  of  whom  are  living,  namely:  Mary, 
Mrs.  Booth,  now  living  at  Seattle,  Wash.;  Richard, 
of  Dwight,  111.;  John  L.,  living  at  Battle  Creek; 
Debbie,  Mrs.  Dimick,  in  Olivet;  and  Henry,  our 
subject.  Religiously  Mr.  Roe  was  a  Catholic  and 
his  wife  a  Methodist.  The  latter  died  when  sixty- 
three  years  of  age. 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  educated 
in  the  district  schools,  until  fourteen  years  old.  On 
attaining  his  majority  he  came  West,  spending  two 
years  in  portions  of  Missouri,  Kansas  and  Texas. 
He  then  returned  to  Michigan  and  engaged  in  lum- 
bering two  years  at  Coral  and  Mell brook.  At  the 
expiration  of  that  time  he  opened  a  meat  market  at 
Olivet,  which  he  conducted  one  year,  and  then 
came  to  Nashville,  and  has  conducted  a  meat 
market  here  ever  since  with  the  exception  of  about 
eighteen  months  when  he  bought  and  shipped  stock. 
He  erected  the  present  two-story  brick  building, 
where  he  has  fitted  up  a  finely  equipped  market. 
This  structure  was  completed  during  the  summer 
of  1890  at  a  cost  of  $3,000.  He  has  a  slaughter 
house  in  connection  with  his  meat  market  and  every 
convenience  necessary  for  the  successful  prosecu 
tion  of  his  business,  including  a  large  refrigerator, 
finely  carved  counters  with  marble  slab  covers;  and 
in  ail  his  transactions  gives  conclusive  proof  of  his 
thrift  and  determination.  He  also  owns  a  building 
adjoining  his  market  which  was  put  up  in  1873 
and  in  addition  to  the  property  already  mentioned 
is  possessor  of  a  forty-acre  tract  of  land  just  south 
of  Nashville,  in  Maple  Grove  Township,  and  eight 
acres  within  the  corporate  limits  of  Nashville.  His 
present  fine  residence  was  constructed  in  1878 
costing  $1,500. 

October  16,  1874,  was  the  date  of  our  subject's 
marriage  to  Miss  Melissa  Davis.     She  was  born  in 
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Eaton  County,  Mich.,  April  16,  1855.  Her  mar- 
riage with  our  subject  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth 
of  five  children,  all  of  whom  are  living,  and  bear 
the  names  respectively  of  William  H.,  Debbie  B., 
Ernest,  Lennie,  and  Vidian  L.  Politically  our 
subject  is  a  Democrat  and  at  the  present  time 
represents  the  interest  of  Castleton  Township,  serv- 
ing his  third  term  as  its  Supervisor.  His  fellow-citi- 
zens recognizing  his  ability  and  superior  business 
qualifications  for  civic  life,  have  repeatedly  called 
him  to  positions  of  responsibility  and  he  has  held 
nearly  all  the  offices  within  their  gift.  In  addition 
to  the  office  above  named,  he  has  been  Treasurer 
of  his  township  two  years,  and  served  on  the  Vil- 
lage Board  six  years.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  Lodge,  No.  255;  the  Order  of  Knights  of 
Pythias;  Ivy  Lodge,  No.  37,  in  this  place  and  has 
held  several  various  official  positions  therein.  Mr. 
Roe  is  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  intelligence 
with  enlightened  views  on  various  subjects,  and 
brains  and  business  tact  combined  with  steady  in- 
dustry have  brought  him  to  the  front. 


^p^EORGE  W.  NICHOLS.  This  gentleman  has 
//(  been  a  resident  of  Eaton  County   for  more 

%^(  than  half  a  century  and  is  undoubtedly  as 
well  acquainted  with  the  progress  of  affairs  in 
Oneida  Township  as  any  man  living.  His  mind  is 
a  store-house  of  reminiscences  of  pioneer  days  and 
scenes  in  which  he  bore  an  active  part  from  the 
days  of  his  youth.  He  is  a  son  of  Truman  and 
Betsey  (Mitchell)  Nichols,  the  former  of  whom  was 
a  husbandman.  He  was  born  in  Royalton,  Niag- 
ara County,  N.  Y.,  January  20,  1822,  and  was  four 
years  old  when  his  parents  removed  to  the  vicinity 
of  London,  Ontario,  the  province  being  then  called 
Upper  Canada.  There  they  lived  eleven  years, 
then  returned  to  the  States  and  located  in  Eaton 
County,  this  State,  entering  five  tracts  of  Govern- 
ment land  on  sections  25  and  27,  Oneida  Town- 
ship. 

The  first  settlement  made  in  this  township  was 
by  Solomon  Russell  and  the  second  by  Samuel 
Preston  a  month  later.     The  next  accession  to  the 


inhabitants  was  James  H.,  Martin  and  Jason  Nich- 
ols, and  James,  Robert  and  Samuel  Nixon,  all  of 
whom  came  from  Canada,  and  these  were  followed 
by  the  father  of  our  subject.  The  six  men  who 
came  from  Canada  built  a  shanty  on  the  4th  of 
March,  1837,  and  two  of  them  returned  to  Canada 
for  their  families  in  May.  Their  households  came 
hither  about  the  middle  of  June,  having  been  pre- 
ceded by  that  of  John  Stanley,  who  settled  a  little 
north.  The  first  crop  raised  was  potatoes,  the  seed 
being  procured  by  James  H.  Nichols  and  James 
Nixon,  who  walked  nearly  ten  miles  to  a  little  set- 
tlement in  Clinton  County  and  brought  back  a  half 
bushel  each.  The  first  milling  was  done  at  Shia- 
wassa,  sixty  miles  distant,  the  journey  to  and  from 
which  place  with  a  yoke  of  oxen,  consumed  a  week's 
time.  The  next  was  twenty-five  bushels  of  wheat 
bought  in  Clinton  County  and  ground  at  Wacosta, 
but  unbolted.  One  of  the  Nichols  boys  made 
some  elm  bows  and  the  mother  placed  two  thick- 
nesses of  bobinet  over  these,  through  which  the 
flour  was  sifted.  The  bread  was  not  white,  but  was 
wholesome  and  agreeable  to  the  taste. 

The  trip  after  this  flour  was  made  late  in  the  fall 
after  a  very  wet  season,  when  the  roads  were  in  a 
terrible  condition.  With  two  yoke  of  oxen  the 
twenty  miles  could  not  be  made  in  less  than  three 
days.  During  the  last  day  rain  fell  in  torrents, 
covering  the  low  grounds  with  water  and  making 
the  usual  fords  impassable.  Mr.  Nichols  and  the 
miller  ground  the  grist  during  the  night  and  an 
early  start  was  made  for  home.  When  the  Looking 
Glass  River  was  reached  the  flour  was  taken  across 
in  a  canoe  and  chains  being  gathered  and  attached 
to  the  wagon-pole,  the  vehicle  was  drawn  across 
from  the  other  side  while  the  oxen  swam.  Snow 
began  falling  and  the  crossing  of  Grand  River  was 
scarcely  less  difficult  than  the  other.  To  add  to 
the  unpleasantness  of  the  situation,  night  came  on 
and  the  wagon-pole  broke  when  the  party  was  in 
the  dense  woods,  a  mile  and  a  half  from  home. 
Another  wagon  was  procured  and  late  in  the  night 
the  party,  which  included  a  lady,  reached  the  little 
settlement. 

Strange  to  say,  game  was  not  to  be  found  here  in 
1837,  if  we  except  hedgehogs  and  turkeys,  and 
even  the  latter  were  few  in  number.     Scarcely  any 
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meat  could  be  obtained,  but  two  barrels  of  pork 
were  bought  at  a  point  sixty  miles  distant,  the  price 
being  $30  per  barrel  in  hard  coin.  A  year  later 
different  species  of  game  appeared  and  for  years  to 
come  the  tables  of  the  settlers  were  well  supplied. 
Crops  were  soon  raised  in  abundance  and  the  ex- 
treme hardships  passed,  although  money  was  scarce 
and  produce  low  for  years. 

As  the  settlement  was  built  up  by  families  who 
had  come  from  Canada  it  became  known  as  the 
Canada  Settlement,  but  the  people  were  generally 
natives  of  the  Empire  State.  They  observed  the 
National  holiday  in  1837  by  a  big  dinner  at  the 
house  of  Mr.  Nichols,  and  the  ensuing  year  had  a 
still  more  pretentious  festival.  On  the  second  oc- 
casion guns  were  fired,  the  salutes  beginning  before 
daylight.  In  1841  two  families  came  from  the 
vicinity  of  Eaton  Rapids  with  ox-teams  to  join  in 
the  celebration,  and  a  speech  was  made  by  Hiram 
Marsh  and  listened  to  by  the  entire  populace.  Our 
subject  read  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and 
the  fife  and  drum  were  played  by  Amos  and  John- 
son Nichols.  On  several  occasions  he  of  whom  we 
write  was  chief  orator  of  the  day,  the  celebrations 
being  held  at  the  homes  of  different  settlers  until 
1852,  when  Grand  Ledge,  near  where  the  mill  stands, 
was  selected  as  the  gathering  place,  and  logs  were 
the  principal  seats  and  also  formed  the  speaker's 
stand. 

The  mental  and  spiritual  welfare  of  the  people 
was  not  neglected  and  churches  and  schools  were 
organized  as  soon  as  possible.  The  first  religious 
society  was  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  denomina- 
tion, to  which  most  of  the  original  settlers  belonged. 
James  Nixon  was  a  preacher  at  his  former  home 
and  he  officiated  here.  In  order  to  supply  the 
demand  at  other  places,  Mr.  Nichols  took  up  the 
work  of  the  ministry,  and  for  a  number  of  years 
was  in  the  itinerancy,  going  on  horseback  to  his 
appointments,  fording  streams  and  making  his  way 
over  logs  and  through  brush  as  occasion  demanded. 
He  gradually  lessened  his  labors  as  help  came,  and 
at  last  virtually  abandoned  the  field.  The  first 
school  taught  in  the  township  was  in  the  Nichols 
district,  the  teacher  being  Miss  Abigail  Billings, 
afterward  Mrs.  Jason  Nichols.  She  was  succeeded 
by  Miss  Orinda  Sprague  and  she  by  Miss  Catherine 


Hixt>n.  The  first  winter  school  was  in  1844-45  and 
the  master  was  Burtus  Beers.  The  first  wedding 
in  the  township  was  that  of  Robert  Rix  and  a  Miss 
Carr,  and  the  first  death  that  of  the  child  of  James 
Nixon.  There  being  no  other  minister  within 
reach,  the  father  preached  his  child's  funeral  ser- 
mon, taking  up  the  heavy  task,  as  he  could  not  bear 
to  see  it  laid  away  without  a  Christian  burial. 

The  marriage  of  George  W.  Nichols  and  Miss 
Sarah  Preston,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Rebecca 
(Sprague)  Preston,  took  place  February  17,  1847. 
To  them  were  born  ten  children,  nine  of  whom 
grew  to  maturity  and  eight  are  yet  living:  Lucy  is 
the  wife  of  Uriah  Lacell;  Mattie  married  A.  Ellis, 
and  now  lives  in  Ionia;  Truman  won  for  his  wife 
Jerusha  Lawrence;  Zina  is  living  in  Ionia;  George 
married  Hattie  Kennedy ;  Mack  is  a  resident  of 
Ionia;  Newton  remains  at  home;  and  Charles  is  a 
clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Attornej'-General  at  Lans- 
ing. Emma,  formerly  wife  of  Frank  Foreman, 
died  in  1889.  Mr.  Nichols  has  not  aspired  to  office, 
but  has  assisted  in  carrying  on  the  affairs  of  the 
township  and  acted  in  various  capacities  from 
Pathmaster  to  Supervisor.  In  earlier  years  he 
generally  served  as  a  delegate  to  political  conven- 
tions and  on  two  occasions  was  the  nominee  for 
Representative.  Of  late  years  he  has  been  identi- 
fied with  the  Industrial  party.  He  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
at  Grand  Ledge  and  are  honored  members  of 
society. 

A  lithographic  portrait  of  Mr.  Nichols  is  pre- 
sented elsewhere  in  this  volume. 


^E 


<|  BARREN  GORHAM  has  for  twenty. two 
\^J//  years  res^ed  upon  his  present  farm  on  sec- 
VW  tion  21,  in  the  town  of  Sunfield,  Eaton 
County.  He  was  born  in  Elbridge,  Onondaga 
County,  N.  Y.,  November  17,  1824.  His  father, 
Shubel  Gorham,  was  born  in  Vermont,  and  married 
Polly  Carpenter,  a  native  of  Massachusetts.  Many 
years  of  their  lives  were  spent  in  Onondaga  County, 
N.  Y.,  where  Mr.  Gorham  at  length  sank  to  rest. 
His  wife  died  in  Branch  County,  Mich.     She  was 
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a  member  of  the  Christian  Church;  in  their  family 
were  fourteen  children,  eleven  of  whom  grew  to 
mature  years. 

Our  subject  remained  with  his  parents  in  his 
native  State  until  sixteen  years  of  age  when  he 
went  to  Lucas  County,  Ohio,  and  for  some  time 
resided  with  an  older  brother.  When  he  had  reached 
man's  estate  he  returned  to  New  York,  where  in 
1850,  he  was  joined  in  wedlock  with  Miss  Mary 
Vandewalker,  of  Onondaga  County.  The  same  year 
accompanied  by  his  young  bride,  he  came  to  the 
West,  locating  in  Richland  County,  Wis.,  where  he 
spent  the  succeeding  eight  years.  We  next  find  him 
in  Calhoun  County,  Mich.,  where  he  made  his  home 
for  quite  a  lengthy  period.  During  that  time,  in 
1865,  he  joined  the  army  as  a  private  in  Company 
I,  Seventh  Michigan  Cavalry,  but  served  only  a  few 
months  when  he  was  taken  down  with  typhoid  fever 
and  sent  to  the  hospital  in  Ft.  Leavenworth,  Kan,, 
where  he  remained  until  receiving  his  discharge  at 
the  close  of  the  war.  From  his  disabilities  he  has 
never  recovered.  He  contracted  rheumatism, 
asthma  and  heart  trouble,  and  his  health  is  still  im- 
paired in  consequence.  The  Government  allows 
him  a  pension  of  $12  per  month,  which,  however, 
but  illy  compensates  him  for  what  he  has  suffered. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  G  or  ham  returned  to 
Calhoun  County,  where  he  continued  to  carry  on 
farming  until  1868,  when  he  bought  a  farm  of 
eighty  acres  in  the  town  of  Sunfield,  Eaton  Comity, 
his  present  home.  Not  an  acre  had  been  cleared 
or  an  improvement  made,  but  now  nearly  the  en- 
tire amount  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and 
success  crowns  his  efforts  at  general  farming.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Democrat  and  a  stalwart  supporter 
of  that  party. 

Mrs.  Gorham  died  at  her  home  in  Sunfield  Town- 
ship, December  26,  1873,  leaving  six  children. 
Emma,  the  eldest,  is  the  wife  of  Allen  Pugh  of 
this  county,  and  they  have  two  sons,  Frederick  and 
Roy;  Darwin  married  Miss  Ella  Wood,  of  Calhoun 
Codnty,  and  unto  them  have  been  born  six  chil- 
dren—Frank, Allie,  Bertha,  Ralph,  Mabel  and 
Jason;  Maria  married  Myron  Steves  and  their 
home  is  blessed  by  three  children,  Cora,  Bert,  and 
Glenn ;  William,  who  wedded  Miss  Capitola  Alvord, 
now  deceased,   had  one   child   by   that   marriage, 


Hugh;  Flora  is  the  wife  of  Thomas  Walsh,  of  this 
county,  and  their  children  are  as  follows:  Warren, 
Jessie,  Elmer,  Claude,  Josie,  and  Louie;  Jane  is  the 
wife  of  William  Shafer  of  Eaton  County,  and  their 
family  numbers  four  sons  and  two  daughters  — 
Edith,  Clayton,  William,  Howard,  Sarah  and 
Alfred. 

IRAM  COE.  The  ideal  farmer  and  rural 
home  may  be  seen  in  Barry  County,  in 
Castleton  Township,  on  the  outskirts  of 
Nashville.  Two  hundred  and  eighty  acres 
of  fine  land,  all  but  sixty  improved  and  cultivated, 
well  stocked  with  high  grade  animals  and  modern 
machinery,  is  the  foundation  of  this  farm.  Upon 
it  stands  one  of  the  finest  barns  in  the  county, 
built  of  frame  with  a  stone  basement,  and  36x62 
feet  in  dimensions.  Other  farm  buildings  are  round 
about  it  and  a  modest  dwelling,  whose  exterior  ap- 
pearance gives  little  token  of  its  fine  furnishing 
but  indicates  comfort  and  good  cheer,  crowns  the 
whole.  Mr.  Coe  raises  large  crops  of  grain  and 
much  stock. 

Mr.  Coe  was  born  in  Genesee  County,  N.  Y., 
September  8,  1833,  his  father  being  Ezra  Coe,  pre- 
sumably a  native  of  New  Hampshire  and  a  farmer 
by  occupation.  He  went  to  the  Empire  State  in 
his  young  manhood,  was  at  one  time  the  owner  of 
three  hundred  acres  of  land  there  and  tilled  the 
soil  and  raised  stock  quite  extensively.  He  died 
in  Genesee  County  when  about  sixty-eight  years  of 
age.  He  had  married  Betsey  E.  Songburger,  a  na- 
tive of  that  State  and  like  himself  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Their  family  con- 
sisted of  eight  sons  and  daughters,  named  respect- 
ively: Ransom,  Melissa,  Olive,  Jessie,  Albert, 
George,  John  and  Hiram  Emory.  Mr.  Coe  was  a 
member  of  the  Whig  party.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
were  of  German  ancestry. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  notice  spent  his 
early  life  amid  rural  surroundings  and  acquired  a 
good  education  in  the  district  schools.  When  he 
had  attained  to  his  majority  he  took  up  the  work  of 
life  and  for  four  years  spent  the  winters  in  teach- 
ing and  the  summers  in  farming.     He  then,  in  the 
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fall  of  1858,  came  to  Jackson  County,  Mich.,  and 
bought  one  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  one 
hundred  and  twenty  of  which  had  been  improved. 
He  carried  on  that  farm  seven  years,  then  sold  it 
and  came  to  his  present  location.  He  bought  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  here,  half  of  which  had 
been  chopped  over  but  not  thoroughly  cleared. 
The  tract  has  been  brought  to  a  fine  condition  by 
Mr.  Coe,  who  is  one  of  the  most  thorough  and 
practical  of  farmers,  and  his  affairs  have  been  so 
prudently  managed  that  he  has  been  able  to  largely 
increase  his  landed  estate. 

The  genial  and  capable  woman  who  is  at  the 
head  of  the  home  affairs  on  Mr.  Coe's  farm  became 
his  wife  February  15,  1860,  prior  to  which  time 
she  was  known  as  Miss  Sarah  Fisher.  She  was  born 
in  Jackson  County,  this  State,  September  5,  1837. 
Of  her  union  with  our  subject  five  children  have 
been  born  who  are  named  respectively :  Hattie  A., 
George  E.,  Minnie  J.,  Clinton  H.  and  Nora  F.  The 
household  band,  intelligent,  well  bred  and  con- 
siderate of  each  other's  feelings  and  tastes,  make 
the  home  a  happy  one,  and  the  comfort  and  beauty 
with  which  they  are  surrounded  is  thoroughly 
appreciated  and  wisely  enjoyed. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coe  have  been  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for  a  number  of  years, 
and  Mr.  Coe  is  a  Republican  with  prohibition  pro- 
clivities. He  served  one  term  as  Township  Super- 
visor in  1873,  but  with  this  exception  has  devoted 
himself  to  his  chosen  calling  and  the  joys  of  social 
and  domestic  life.  Kind-hearted  and  unassuming, 
well-read  on  general  topics  and  skilled  in  agricul- 
ture, he  is  respected  and  loved  by  all  his  acquaint- 
ances. 


J  JOSEPH  L.  SHAVER,  who  was  a  soldier  in 
|  the  late  war,  wherein  he  sacrificed  his  health 
for  his  country's  sake,  is  numbered  among 
the  farmers  of  Eaton  County,  owning  and 
operating  a  farm  on  section  8,  Sunfield  Township. 
He  was  born  in  Hopewell  Township,  Huntingdon 
County,  Pa.,  June  10,  1825,  a  son  of  David  and 
Mary  (Mountain)  Shaver,  who  were  also  natives  of 
the  Keystone  State.     In  the  fall  of   1839  his  par- 


ents removed  to  what  is  now  Ashland  County, 
Ohio,  and  cast  in  their  lot  with  the  pioneers  of  the 
township  of  Orange.  The  father  died  there  Jan- 
uary 3,  1841.  The  mother  afterward  weflt  to  Sulli- 
van Township,  in  the  same  county,  where  she  lived 
until  the  fall  of  1864.  She  then  came  to  Sunfield 
and  made  her  home  with  her  daughter,  Temperance 
Palmer,  the  few  remaining  months  of  her  life,  her 
death  occurring  in  less  than  a  year  from  that  time. 
The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  farmer  by  occupa- 
tion. He  was  a  Whig  in  his  political  views.  He 
was  the  father  of  the  following  seven  children: 
Manassas,  a  farmer  in  Ashland  County,  Ohio; 
John,  a  farmer  in  Carmel  Township;  Joseph  L. ; 
Hugh,  a  laborer  at  Sunfield;  Martha,  who  died 
when  about  twenty  years  old;  Temperance,  wife  of 
Cassius  Palmer,  a  farmer  in  Sunfield  Township; 
and  Samuel,  who  was  a  soldier  in  the  late  war  and 
gave  up  his  life  for  the  Union,  dying  in  a  hospital 
July  11,  1864. 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  a  Pennsylvania  farm 
until  he  was  fourteen  years  old,  when  the  family 
removed  to  Ohio.  He  lived  in  Ashland  County, 
that  State,  until  1864,  and  then  came  to  this  county. 
Here  he  was  engaged  in  farming  on  rented  land  in 
Carmel  Township  for  awhile.  In  the  month  of 
February,  1865,  he  threw  aside  his  work  to  join  the 
army  to  help  save  the  old  flag,  becoming  a  member 
of  Company  E,  Ninth  Michigan  Infantry.  He 
never  took  part  in  any  engagement  with  the 
enemy,  but  was  a  member  of  Gen.  Thomas'  head- 
quarters guard  and  did  provost  duty  as  long  as  he 
was  in  the  army.  He  was  very  faithful  in  the  per- 
formance of  every  task  set  him  and  won  the  con- 
fidence of  the  officers.  He  served  until  September 
15,  1865,  when  he  was  mustered  out  at  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  and  received  his  final  discharge  at  Jackson, 
Mich.  He  was  never  wounded  or  taken  prisoner, 
and  was  never  in  a  hospital  on  account  of  sickness, 
but  he  contracted  a  lung  trouble  and  has  been  in 
failing  health  ever  since,  so  that  he  is  now  almost 
totally  disabled.  The  Government  grants  him  a 
pension  of  $12  a  month,  and  he  has  recently  been 
given  $2,000  back  pension. 

After  the  war  Mr.  Shaver  came  back  to  Eaton 
County,  and  in  January,  1866,  bought  his  present 
farm,  which  was  then  heavily  wooded,  with  not  an 
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acre  of  it  cleared.  He  now  has  eighty-five  acres 
of  land,  about  fifty  of  which  have  been  cleared  and 
put  under  an  admirable  state  of  cultivation.  It  is 
only  by  untiring  industry  and  downright  hard  pio- 
neer labor  that  it  has  been  brought  to  its  present 
condition.  Mr.  Shaver  is  an  honest,  truthful  man, 
kind-hearted  and  obliging  towards  his  neighbors 
and  is  well  liked  by  all  who  know  him.  He  is  a 
believer  in  Christianity,  although  not  connected 
with  any  religious  denomination.  He  is  a  promi- 
nent member  of  the  Samuel  Grinnell  Post,  No.  283, 
G.  A,  R.,  at  Sunfield,  which  he  has  served  as  Chap- 
lain for  five  years. 

The  happy  wedded  life  of  our  subject  with  Miss 
Elizabeth  Fitzgerald  began  January  28,  1851.  Mrs. 
Shaver  is  a  native  of  Ashland  County,  Ohio,  where 
she  was  born  in  1824  to  William  and  Florinda 
(Clark)  Fitzgerald,  natives  of  Ireland,  both  of 
whom  died. in  Ashland  County,  Ohio.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Shaver  have  five  children,  viz.:  Reuell,  a 
farmer  at  Prentice,  Wis.;  Milton,  who  lives  at 
home  with  his  parents;  Lauretta,  wife  of  William 
Gunthrop,  of  Vermontville,  and  the  mother  of  two 
children — Chester  L.  and  Dennis  M.;  Ira,  who 
lives  at  home  with  his  parents;  Florinda,  wife  of 
Henry  Walter,  of  Boston,  Ionia  County.  Reuell 
married  Miss  Nellie  Huff,  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren— Golden  and  Horace. 

m 

^  HRISTOPHER  COLUMBUS  PRICE.  This 
(li  n  gentleman  is  numbered  among  the  rising 
^^^/  young  farmers  of  Barry  County,  the  center 
of  his  work  being  a  farm  one  mile  north  of  Nash- 
ville on  section  24,  Castleton  Township.  He  was 
born  in  this  neighborhood  April  13,  1849,  and  is 
the  third  of  the  living  children  of  Alexander  and 
Clarissa  (Brown)  Price.  His  sisters  and  brothers 
are:  Mrs.  Alcestra  S.  Mallet,  Claudius,  Mrs.  Louella 
Boutman,  and  Mrs.  Belle  C.  Marble.  Mr.  Price 
gained  his  fundamental  instruction  in  a  log  school- 
house,  and  the  district  schools  supplied  him  with 
the  most  of  his  book  knowledge.  He  spent  one 
winter  in  the  public  school  in  Nashville  and  one 
in  Grand  Rapids,     He  remembers  seeing  some  of 


the  main  roads  chopped  out  from  the  forest,  and 
deer  crossing  the  fields,  although  the  township  was 
being  rapidly  developed  when  he  was  a  boy. 

Until  he  was  twenty-seven  years  old  Mr.  Price 
remained  on  his  father's  farm,  and  he  then  bought 
sixty  acres  of  land  that  makes  his  present  home. 
Two  thirds  of  the  tract  had  been  prepared  for  cul- 
tivation and  an  old  log  house  stood  upon  it.  Con- 
siderable work  was  needed  to  bring  the  place  into 
good  condition  and  it  is  now  thoroughly  cultivated 
and  supplied  with  first-class  buildings,  among  them 
an  attractive  residence  which  was  begun  in  1877 
and  added  to  in  1888,  and  a  large  barn  built  in 
1885.  Mr.  Price  raises  grain  and  stock  of  all  kinds 
suited  to  this  section. 

Grandfather  Price   is   believed  to   have  been  a 
native  of  the  old  Bay  State,  as  he  moved  from  it 
to  New  York.     He  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade.    His 
son  Alexander   was  born  in  the  Empire  State  in 
1819    and    determined    to    become  a  farmer.     He 
began  life  without  means  and  making  his  way   to 
this  State  during  the  early  '30s  settled   on   Grand 
River  near  Ada.     He  lived  there  a  while,  then  re- 
turned to  New  York,  but  came  to  Michigan  again 
in  1846.     This  time  he  made  the  journey  with  ox- 
teams,  and  traded  his  oxen  for  eighty  acres  of  land 
where  not  a  tree  had  been  cut  down.     He  boarded 
his  family  with  a  neighbor,  W.  P.  Wilkinson,  until 
he  could  build   a  log  house  for  their   occupancy. 
The  property  was  on  section  23,  Castleton  Town- 
ship, and  by  dint  of  hard  work  it   was  cleared  and 
placed  under  cultivation,  and   added   to  until  the 
estate   included  two   hundred    acres.     When    Mr. 
Price  settled   here  wild  animals  roved  about  and 
Indians  still  hunted  here,  often  coming  to  his  house 
and  spending  the  night.    He  hunted  with  them  and 
killed   many  deer  and  even    one    bear.     He   died 
May  26,  1885,  after  having  lived  to  see  the  coun- 
try well  developed.     He  was  a  Republican  in  poli- 
tics.    His  widow,  who  was  born  in  Massachusetts 
in   1818,  still  lives  on  the    homestead,  having  a 
daughter  with  her. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  these  par- 
agraphs was  married  to  Ella  E.  Noyes  May  15, 
1878.  Mrs.  Price  was  born  in  Manchester,  Wash- 
tenaw County,  January  30,  1854,  her  parents  beinir 
Asa  B.  and  Marinda  (Taylor)    Noyes,  natives    of 
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New  York  and  Ohio  respectively.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Noyes  settled  in  Washtenaw  County  during  its 
pioneer  days.  Mrs.  Price  is  an  .estimable  woman, 
belonging  to  the  Methodist  Church.  She  has  had 
one  child,  Myrtle,  but  it  was  cut  down  by  death. 
Mr.  Price  is  a  Republican  and  quite  radical  in  his 
views.  He  is  intelligent  and  progressive,  a  worthy 
son  of  an  honored  father,  and  his  good  qualities 
and  those  of  his  genial  companion  draw  around 
them  a  pleasant  circle. 


#~^ 


— <^-*-^ 


ERBERT  HORACE  HAMILTON,  Cashier 
of  the  Michigan  State  Bank,  of  Eaton  Rap- 
ids, and  Mayor  of  the  city,  was  born  in 
Salem,  Washtenaw  County,  June  12,  1848. 
He  is  a  son  of  Horace  Hamilton,  whose  biography 
appears  in  this  volume.  He  was  educated  in  the 
district  schools  and  the  Lansing  and  Eaton  Rapids 
High  Schools,  thus  acquiring  a  liberal  amount  of 
knowledge,  and  after  coming  to  Eaton  Rapids, 
Eaton  County,  with  his  parents  in  1866  he  found 
employment  in  a  drug  house.  He  followed  a  mer- 
cantile career  nine  years,  then  in  company  with  his 
brother,  Fred  Z.,  embarked  in  the  drug  business 
under  the  style  of  Hamilton  Brothers.  In  the  year 
1884  he  made  a  trip  to  California,  spending  two 
months  amid  the  grand  and  glorious  scenes  of  the 
Pacific  Coast. 

In  1885  Mr.  Hamilton  accepted  a  position  in  the 
Michigan  State  Bank,  of  Eaton  Rapids,  as  Assistant 
Cashier,  and  July  1,  1890,  he  was  promoted  to  the 
honorable  station  he  is  now  holding.  That  he  is 
possessed  of  good  executive  ability  and  not  lacking 
in  nerve,  the  business  enterprises  which  he  has 
successfully  conducted  testify.  Politically  he  is  an 
ardent  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party  and 
various  positions  of  trust  have  been  bestowed  upon 
him.  He  was  honored  by  being  elected  Township 
Clerk  and  President  of  the  village  of  Eaton  Rapids 
at  the  age  of  twenty-seven  years,  and  was  the  first 
Mayor  when  the  place  rose  tq,  the  rank  of  a  city. 
This  was  in  1881  and  he  was  elected  to  the  same 
responsible  position  in  1890. 

Mr,  Hamilton   won  for  bis  wife  Miss  Millie  M, 


Sterling,  a  daughter  of  David  Sterling,  one  of  the 
old  citizens  and  respected  men  of  Eaton  Connty. 
She  was  born  at  New  York  Mills,  N.  Y.,  August  4, 
1848,  and  her  marriage  was  solemnized  February 
12,  1873.  The  union  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth 
of  two  children,  Bertha  M.  and  Jennie  S.  Mrs. 
Hamilton  is  an  educated,  refined  lady,  a  fit  com- 
panion for  one  of  her  husband's  character  and 
breeding.  He  is  broad  and  liberal  in  his  views, 
ever  ready  to  aid  any  enterprise  that  is  calculated 
to  benefit  the  city  or  county  wherein  he  lives,  and 
in  manner  is  unassuming,  affable  and  courteous. 
Socially  he  belongs  to  Lodge  No.  63,  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
Eaton  Rapids  Chapter,  No.  35,  R.  A.  M.,  and  is  a 
charter  member  of  Charlotte  Commandery  No.  35, 
K.  T.  He  has  done  some  political  work  for  his 
party  and  in  1884  was  a  delegate  to  the  State  con- 
vention at  Detroit.  His  integrity  and  high  moral 
character  command  the  respect  and  confidence  of 
his  fellow-citizens. 


f^ON.  ASA  K.  WARREN,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  is 
widely  known  throughout  the  State  of  Mich- 
igan and  universally  esteemed.  He  has  been 
p  practicing  medicine  at  01ivet,Eaton  County, 
for  thirty-one  years,  coming  here  in  1859  from 
his  native  town  of  Eden,  N.  Y.,  and  soon  gaining 
an  extensive  practice.  He  served  as  President  of 
the  village  for  several  years — the  highest  position 
within  the  power  of  his  fellow-townsmen  to  con- 
fer upon  him;  he  was  a  member  of  the  Common 
Council  of  Olivet  many  years,  School  Inspector 
of  the  township,  School  Director  seven  years,  and 
has  been  Supervisor  for  fourteen  years.  Not  only 
is  he  interested  in  educational  affairs  as  offering 
advantages  to  the  children,  but  he  has  been  in- 
terested  in  the  higher  education  of  young  men 
and  women.  Especially  does  his  love  and  inter- 
est center  in  Olivet  College,  of  which  he  has  been 
Trustee  about  twenty  years. 

The  father  of  Dr.  Warren,  who  also  bore  the 
name  of  Asa,  was  born  in  Orwell,  Vt.,  and  was  a 
farmer  in    Erie  County,  N,  Y.?  whither    he   }j»d 
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gone  after  the  War  of  1812,  in  which  he  served 
as  Sergeant.  The  Warren  family  trace  their  ances- 
try to  England.  Jabez  Warren,  the  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier  and 
assisted  in  freeing  his  country  from  foreign  rule. 
The  mother  of  our  subject,  who  was  known  in  her 
maiden  days  as  Martha  Stephens,  was  born  in 
Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  and  came  of  Scotch  ances- 
try, her  great-grandparents  being  natives  of  Scot- 
land. The  parents  passed  their  entire  wedded  life  in 
Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  and  became  well-to-do.  Asa 
Warren,  Sr.,  was  commonly  called  Col.  Warren, 
for  in  those  days  the  military  companies  of  the 
State  were  kept  up,  and  Sergt.  Warren  was  pro- 
moted to  a  Colonelcy. 

Prior  to  his  union  with  the  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject Col.  Warren  was  married  to  her  sister,  and  by 
that  union  had  five  children,  two  of  whom  are  now 
now  living:  Mrs.  Candace  Losee,  of  Versailles, 
N.  Y.,  and  the  Rev.  Francis  V.  Warren,  of  Penn- 
sylvania. By  the  union  of  the  parents  of  our 
subject  four  children  were  born,  of  whom  the  two 
survivors  are:  Mrs.  Emeline  W.  Dawes,  of  Buf- 
falo, N.  Y.,  and  Dr.  A.  K.,  of  this  sketch.  The 
birthplace  of  Dr.  Warren  was  Erie  County,  N.  Y., 
and  the  date  of  his  birth  January  29,  1830.  His 
early  boyhood  was  passed  in  Erie  County,  N.  Y., 
on  a  farm  where  he  grew  to  a  stalwart  manhood. 
His  early  advantages  educationally  were  such  as 
were  offered  by  the  schools  of  the  district,  and 
when  fourteen  years  of  age  he  entered  the  Eden 
Academy,  at  Eden,  N.  Y.  Until  he  was  twenty 
years  old  he  was  employed  in  teaching,  working 
on  the  farm  and  attending  the  academy. 

In  1850  the  Doctor  entered  Oberlin  College 
where  he  pursued  a  classical  course  and  graduated 
with  the  degree  of  A.  B.  in  the  class  of  '53.  His 
life  as  a  student  was  marked  by  extreme  diligence, 
for  he  not  only  availed  himself  to  the  fullest  ex- 
tent of  the  opportunities  offered,  but  partially  de- 
frayed his  own  expenses.  Later  he  engaged  as  a 
teacher  in  Hartford,  Ohio,  in  a  private  school, 
known  as  the  Hartford  Seminary,  and  was  prin- 
cipal there  six  months,  with  his  sister,  Emeline, 
as  assistant.  The  following  year  he  entered  the 
medical  department  of  the  University  of  Michi- 
gan, from  which,  after  a  two-years'  course,  he  was 


graduated  in  1856.  After  his  collegiate  educa- 
tion had  been  finished  and  he  had  been  granted  a 
diploma  with  permission  to  practice  medicine  he 
returned  to  New  York  and  established  a  partner- 
ship with  John  McBeth,  M.  D.,  of  Wales  Center, 
Erie  County,  and  this  association  continued  for 
a  period  of  one  and  one-half  years  with  satis- 
factory results.  He  then  set  up  for  himself  in 
Eden,  practiced  there  for  two  years,  and  still 
further  extended  the  reputation  for  thoroughness 
and  diligence  which  he  had  acquired  in  youth. 

In  the  fall  of  1859  Dr.  Warren  came  to  Mich- 
igan, locating  in  Olivet,  after  having  explored 
other  portions  of  this  State  and  Wisconsin,  Min- 
nesota and  Illinois.  After  settling  in  this  place 
he  entered  into  partnership  with  Dr.  M.  E. 
Munger,  of  Olivet,  and  continued  in  this  associa- 
tion for  sixteen  months,  when  the  partner  left,  and 
our  subject  remained  alone.  In  connection  with 
his  profession  the  Doctor  has  been  chosen  to  fill 
many  responsible  positions  for  county  and  State. 
In  1873  he  was  elected  to  the  Legislature  on  the 
Republican  ticket  and  served  acceptably  and  effic- 
iently, working  in  behalf  of  the  people  whom  he 
represented.  In  1875  he  was  elected  to  the  Senate 
where  he  served  as  Chairman  of  the  Educational 
Committee,  also  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Engrossment  and  Enrollment  of  Bills,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  Railroad  Committee  and  of  the 
Committee  on  the  State  Geological  Survey.  While 
in  the  House  he  served  as  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Education,  also  on  the  State  Agricul- 
tural College  Committee;  on  these  various  com- 
mittees he  did  effective  work  and  was  instrumental 
in  the  passage  of  several  bills  aiming  at  the  im- 
provement and  development  of  the  vast  resources 
of  Michigan. 

The  Doctor  was  elected  County  Treasurer  in 
November,  1890,  receiving  the  largest  majority  of 
any  officer  in  the  county  at  the  recent  election. 
Although  he  has  been  an  incumbent  of  this  office 
but  a  short  time  he  is  carrying  into  it  the  same 
executive  ability,  quickness  of  decision  and  fertil- 
ity of  resources  that  have  characterized  him  wher- 
ever placed.  He  is  prominently  identified  with 
the  Patrons  of  Industry  and  Farmers'  Alliance  of 
Eaton  County,   having   served    as    Secretary  anil 
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Treasurer  of  the  former  order.  He  has  been  ad- 
ministrator and  executor  of  several  estates,  among 
them  having  been  appointed  executor  of  the  Al- 
bertus  L.  Green  estate.  Religiously  he  and  his  fam- 
ily have  their  membership  in  the  First  Congrega- 
tional Church,  of  Olivet,  and  he  has  for  thirty-one 
years  been  a  member  thereof  and  has  served  as 
Clerk  of  the  Congregational  Society  twenty-one 
years. 

Mrs.  Dr.  Warren  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Louisa  H.  Mead  and  by  her  first  marriage  to  Dr. 
S.  K.  Orr  had  one  son,  now  deceased.  She  is  a  na- 
tive of  Middiebury,  Vt.,  and  to  her  and  the  Doc- 
tor three  children  have  been  born,  of  whom  only 
one  survives — Emma  G.  The  others  died  in  in- 
fancy. Miss  Emma  has  been  the  recipient  of  ex- 
cellent educational  advantages  and  is  a  highly 
accomplished  young  lady.  She  was  graduated 
from  Olivet  College  with  the  degrees  of  B.  L.  and 
B.  S.,  and  is  now  engaged  as  a  teacher  in  the 
Morrison  Young  Ladies  Seminary,  at  Danville, 
Ky.  During  their  happy  wedded  life  of  almost 
thirty  years,  they  having  been  married  April  27, 
1862,  the  Doctor  and  his  estimable  wife  have  be- 
come widely  known  as  people  of  high  worth  of 
character  and  noble  qualities  of  heart. 


l^ETER  COCKBURN  ranks  among  the  repre- 
)))  sentative  farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  Hast- 

^  ings  Township,  Barry  County,  his  home 
|  \  being  on  section  33,  where  he  has  one  hun- 
dred and  five  acres  of  land.  He  is  of  Scotch  birth 
and  the  eldest  surviving  child  of  William  and  Alice 
(Noble)  Cockburn,  who  were  also  natives  of  Scot- 
land where  the  mother  is  still  living.  The  father, 
who  was  a  mason  by  trade,  is  now  deceased.  They 
were  the  parents  of  six  children,  three  sons  and 
three  daughters,  but  two  of  the  daughters  are  now 
deceased. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Roxburgh- 
shire, Scotland,  in  1845,  and  in  the  land  of  his  na- 
tivity was  reared  to  manhood.  His  education  was 
acquired  in  the  schools  of  that  country  and  with 
his  father  he  learned  the  trade  of  a   stonemason 


which  he  has  followed  more  or  less  both  in  this 
country  and  his  native  land.  When  he  had  at- 
tained his  majority  he  resolved  to  try  his  fortune 
in  the  New  World,  of  whose  advantages  he  had 
heard  glowing  accounts,  and  in  1866  he  sailed  for 
the  United  States.  He  made  his  first  location  in 
Pennsylvania  where  he  remained  a  few  months  and 
then  continued  his  journey  westward  locating  in 
Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  where  he  made  his  home  until 
coming  to  this  county  twenty-one  years  since.  Al- 
though farming  has  been  his  principal  occupation 
he  has  engaged  at  his  trade  to  a  considerable  ex- 
tent and  being  an  expert  workman  his  services 
were  always  in  demand.  He  built  the  walls  for  the 
furniture,  the  whip  and  the  felt  boot  factories  of 
Hastings,  laid  the  wall  for  the  new  bridge,  built 
the  Parker's  Hotel  and  has  been  engaged  in  t!ie 
construction  of  many  other  buildings.  Soon  after 
his  arrival  in  Barry  County  he  purchased  one  hun- 
dred and  five  acres  of  land  on  section  33,  Hastings 
Township  and  subsequently  became  the  owner  of 
eighty  acres  on  section  32. 

Mr.  Cockburn  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Agnes  Patterson,  daughter  of  James  Patterson,  a 
farmer  who  after  his  emigrating  to  America  made 
his  home  in  Kalamazoo,  Mich.  The  lady  was  born 
in  Scotland  about  1856,  and  when  ten  years  of  age 
came  with  her  parents  to  this  country.  She  is  the 
youngest  in  a  family  of  seven  children,  of  whom 
three  sons  and  one  daughter  are  yet  living  while 
two  brothers  are  now  deceased.  Her  brother  John 
is  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  acres 
in  Irvin,  this  county,  and  James  owns  and  operates 
twG  hundred  acres  in  this  State.  By  the  union  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cockburn  have  been  born  an  inter- 
esting family  of  eight  children,  four  sons  and  four 
daughters,  namely:  William,  James,  Allie,  Peter, 
Alice,  Robert,  Belle  and  Hettie. 

Our  subject  owns  one  of  the  best  improved  farms 
in  the  county.  The  land  is  all  under  cultivation 
and  the  well  tilled  fields  give  evidence  of  the  thrift 
and  enterprise  of  the  owner.  After  he  had  erected 
a  neat  residence  and  his  family  were  comfortably 
installed  therein,  he  built  a  large  granary,  put  up  a 
windmill  and  erected  a  barn  36x46  feet,  under- 
neath which  is  a  basement  ten  feet  high.  He  has 
six  head  of  horses  and  five  cows  of  good  grades. 
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He  has  set  out  a  fine  orchard  upon  both  of  his 
farms  and  has  carried  forward  the  work  of  improv- 
ing and  developing  his  land  to  such  an  extent  that 
his  home  is  regarded  as  a  model  farm  and  he  is 
recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  and  wide-awake 
citizens  of  the  township.  He  has  held  the  office  of 
Grain  Commissioner,  is  a  member  of  the  Patrons 
of  Industry,  belongs  to  the  Uniformed  Rank  of 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  is  a  Master  Mason. 


ENJAMIN  W.  PINCH.     Although  he  has 
"    not  yet  completed  the  ascent  of   the  sunny 


side  of  the  hill  of  life,  this  gentleman  has 
risen  to  a  position  of  considerable  promi- 
nence in  Eaton  County,  being  one  of  those  who 
reach  out  beyond  the  walls  of  their  own  home  in 
advancing  the  public  weal.  Having  determined 
to  pursue  the  life  of  a  manufacturer,  he  has  been 
energetic  and  prosperous  in  his  work,  ever  ready 
to  take  advantage  of  new  ideas  which  after  recon 
sideration  promise  to  be  beneficial. 

Mr.  Pinch  is  at  present  the  proprietor  of  the 
Olivet  Roller  Mills,  and  is  prepared  to  do  as  good 
work  as  it  is  possible  to  do.  In  1890  he  refitted  his 
mills  with  a  full  set  of  rollers  of  the  Odell  system. 
The  mill  is  provided  with  a  forty-horse  power 
steam  engine,  and  all  in  all  he  has  a  very  valuable 
milling  plant  which  is  supplied  with  excellent  water- 
power  also.  He  is  able  to  turn  out  eighty  barrels 
of  flour  per  day  of  the  celebrated  Snow  Flake 
brand.  His  mill  is  also  fitted  up  to  do  first-class 
work  in  grinding  eornmeal,  buckwheat   flour  and 

feed. 

Aside  from  the  above  mentioned  occupation  Mr. 
Pinch  is  an  extensive  dealer  in  agricultural  imple- 
ments, buggies,  wagons,  harness,  etc.,  and  is  the 
proprietor  of  the  Olivet  wood-yard.  He  is  inter- 
ested in  real-estate,  being  the  owner  of  consid- 
erable property  in  Olivet  and  vicinity.  Hosford's 
Addition,  which  is  destined  to  become  a  beautiful 
residence  part  of  the  village,  is  under  his  control. 
He  is  one  of  the  Trustees  of  the  village,  and  enjoys 
the  unlimited  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  people 
among  whom  he  has  made  his  home. 


The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Owens  and  Fan- 
nie (Fry)  Pinch.  The  father  was  engaged  as  a  tin- 
ner in  Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  and  located  in  Albion, 
Mich.,  in  1 856.  After  sojourning  there  for  a  short 
time,  he  came  to  Olivet  in  1858.  The  parental 
family  numbered  six  children,  our  subject  being 
the  fourth  in  order  of  birth.  They  bore  the  names 
respectively  of  Martha,  James  O.,  Frances,  Benja- 
min W.,  Jennie  and  May.  The  father  passed  from 
the  busy  scenes  of  earth  in  1867,  at  the  age  of  forty- 
six;  the  mother  survived  him  and  is  still  living  in 
Olivet,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years.  The  eldest 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Owens  Pinch  is  the 
widow  of  George  Herrick,  who  was  a  farmer  in 
Walton  Township;  James  O.  is  a  farmer  in  Potter- 
ville,  this  State;  Frances  became  the  wife  of  A. 
Day,  and  is  residing  in  Bellevue  Township;  Jennie 
became  Mrs.  M.  Baekofen,  who  is  a  farmer  at  Man- 
celona,  Mich.;  May  is  Mrs.  Frank  Matthews,  and 
is  residing  in  Olivet. 

Dansville,  Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  was  the  native 
place  of  our  subject,  he  having  been  born  there 
April  9,  1854.  He  was  a  child  of  two  or  three  years 
when  his  parents  came  to  Albion,  this  State,  and 
was  four  years  old  when  brought  by  them  to  Oli- 
vet. He  attended  the  public  schools,  after  which 
he  took  a  four  years'  course  in  the  college,  follow- 
ing a  special  line  of  studies.  December  10,  1875, 
he  launched  out  in  the  candy  business  with  a  capi- 
tal of  $2.50.  His  trade  through  careful  manage- 
ment increased,  and  in  1876,  a  year  later,  he  was 
able  to  put  in  a  stock  of  general  confectionery. 
He  soon  after  added  a  restaurant  to  the  business, 
increasing  his  stock  from  time  to  time  in  propor- 
tion to  his  trade. 

Afterward  Mr.  Pinch  engaged  in  the  general 
merchandise  business,  in  which  he  was  prospered 
to  such  an  extent  that  he  opened  up  a  branch  store 
I  at  Brookfieid.  In  the  spring  of  1886  he  disposed 
of  his  mercantile  interests,  and  then  took  up  the 
manufacture  of  woven  wire  hammocks  at  Charlotte. 
In  this  business  he  was  eminently  successful  until 
October,  1886,  when  the  establishment  was  burned 
and  Mr.  Pinch  suffered  a  loss  of  $3,000.  This  was 
a  heavy  blow  to  him,  but  in  nowise  daunted 
thereby  he  started  anew,  and  that  lie  has  been  suc- 
cessful in  his  later  undertakings,  is  evidenced  by 
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his  present  possessions.  In  1889  he  purchased  his 
mill  property,  at  which  time  he  sold  his  agricul- 
tural interests.  He  made  his  milling  business  pay 
so  well  that  he  has  been  enabled  to  repurchase  the 
agricultural  implement  business. 

Miss  Vangeison  was  united  in  marriage  with  our 
subject,  July  5,  1876,  and  they  have  become  the 
parents  of  three  children — Ora,  Claude  and  Roy. 
It  is  with  pleasure  that  we  have  recorded  the  main 
events  in  the  life  of  one  who  has  attained  so  envi- 
able a  position  in  the  business  world  solely  through 
his  own  exertions  and  who,  now  in  the  prime  of 
life,  can  look  forward  to  many  years  of  usefulness 
in  his  chosen  field  of  labor.  In  addition  to  the  pos- 
sessions of  Mr.  Pinch  already  mentioned,  he  owns 
valuable  mining  lands  in  Utah,  and  a  well  improved 
farm  in  Kansas,  also  village  property  at  Eldon, 
Mo.,  and  real  estate  at  Minneapolis.  Being  full  of 
business  capabilities  with  considerable  means  at  his 
command,  and  yet  a  young  man,  he  has  to  all  ap- 
pearances a  bright  and  prosperous  future  before 
him.  Religiously  he  belongs  to  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  in  politics  supports  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Republican  party. 

We  invite  the  reader's  attention  to  a  lithographic 
portrait  of  Mr.  Pinch,  shown  on  another  page  of 
this  volume. 


/^nHARLES  LeROY  EVANS.  A  pleasantly 
(I (  located  farm  of  two  hundred    and   twenty 

s^^y  acres  in  Hamlin  Township,  Eaton  County, 
is  the  home  of  this  well-known  farmer  and  stock- 
dealer.  In  addition  to  raising  such  crops  as  are 
adapted  to  the  soil  and  climate,  and  meet  the  de- 
mands of  the  market,  Mr.  Evans  feeds  from  two 
hundred  to  three  hundred  sheep  per  year  and  buys 
hogs  and  cattle  for  shipping.  Fair  dealing  and 
hard  work  have  brought  him  financial  success  and 
to-day  he  ranks  among  the  well-to-do  citizens, 
while  his  reputation  is  that  of  an  honest,  industri- 
ous man.  His  friends  will  be  pleased  to  read  even 
a  brief  account  of  his  life-history  and  others  may 
find  therein  a  lesson  worthy  of  emulation. 

Mr.  Evans  has  Revolutionary  blood  in  his  veins, 
Jus  grandfather j  Samuel  Eyaps?  having  fought  for 


American  liberty  during  the  great  struggle.  That 
patriot  went  in  an  early  day  from  Connecticut  to 
Montgomery  County,  N.  Y.,  and  there  his  son 
Elijah,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  February 
7,  1800.  He  remembers  the  excitement  of  the 
War  of  1812,  and  had  an  older  brother,  Stephen, 
in  the  army.  The  family  removed  to  Onondaga 
County,  and  there  Elijah  Evans  married  Mary 
Carter  who  was  born  in  Sullivan,  that  county,  and 
to  them  were  born  two  children — one  who  died 
in  infancy  and  he  of  whom  we  write.  In  1874 
the  father  came  to  this  State,  where  he  is  now  liv- 
ing at  the  venerable  age  of  ninety-one  years.  He 
first  saw  a  steamboat  in  1822,  when  the  old  uSt. 
Lawrence"  was  a  wonder  to  the  people.  He  is  a 
Republican  and  was  formerly  a  Whig. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  born  in  Cicero 
Township,  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  November  28, 
1846.  He  received  a  common-school  education, 
supplemented  by  a  term  in  the  High  School  at 
Marshall,  Mich.  Young  as  he  was  when  the  Civil 
War  began,  he  was  eager  to  enter  the  army  and 
spend  his  strength — even  his  life-blood — to  pre- 
serve the  Union,  and  at  length  was  enrolled  in 
what  was  then  called  Scott's  Nine  Hundred.  He 
was  transferred  to  the  Eleventh  New  York  Cav- 
alry, mustered  in  at  Washington,  D.  C,  and  joined 
the  regiment  at  New  Orleans.  He  took  part  in 
several  skirmishes  with  guerrillas,  did  guard  duty 
until  September,  1865,  when  the  command  was 
discharged  and  mustered  out. 

When  his  soldier's  life  was  over  young  Evans 
returned  to  his  old  home,  whence  in  the  spring  of 
1866  he  came  to  this  State,  finding  employment 
with  a  farmer  near  Jonesville,  Hillsdale  County.  In 
the  fall  he  secured  a  place  in  the  wool  factory  in 
the  neighboring  town,  but  in  the  winter  went  to 
Marshall,  Calhoun  County,  to  attend  school.  When 
spring  came  he  again  gave  his  attention  to  farm 
work,  and  during  the  ensuing  eight  months  was 
able  to  save  $200.  Returning  to  his  native  State, 
he  began  buying  and  butchering  cattle,  selling  the 
beef  in  Syracuse  and  doubling  his  capital.  Again 
he  came  to  Michigan,  and  again  entering  the  em- 
ploy of  Mr.  Cook,  once  more  saved  $200  in  eight 
months,  after  which  he  cut  wood  at  Leslie,  but  in. 
this  job  did  not  prove  financially  successful 
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Another  winter  was  spent  at  the  Eastern  home, 
but  receiving  a  letter   from  Mr.  Monk  with    the 
promise  of  a  job,  Mr.  Evans  returned  to  Marshall 
late  in  the  season  and  worked  tor  that  gentleman 
until   after   harvest,  when  he  was   offered   a   half- 
interest  in  his  flour  and  feed  store.     Putting  $600 
into  the  enterprise  and  becoming  a  boarder  in  Mr. 
Monk's  home,  Mr.  Evans  entered  upon  a  trades- 
man's career.     The  firm  soon    branched    out  and 
added  stock-dealing  to  their   business,  and  while 
thus   interested  our  subject  overworked  and  was 
obliged  to  abandon  business  for  a  year  to  recuper- 
ate.    He  and  Mr.  Monk  were  connected   together 
for  six    years.      Prior    to    this    he   had    dealt    in 
apples   and  lost  $1,100   on   the    venture.     In  the 
spring  of  1872   after  his    period    of    rest    he   em- 
barked in   the  boot   and    shoe  business  in  Eaton 
Rapids   in  company  with   Robert   Crane,  and  after 
fifteen  months  the  stock  and   goodwill  was  traded 
for  a  mortgage  on   land.     The   tract   consisted    of 
one  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  which   was   a  joint 
possession  a  few  years,  and  then   came  wholly  into 
Mr.  Evans  ownership.    Since  1873  he  has  been  en- 
gaged  in  farming,  and  he  has   added  somewhat  to 
the  acreage  and  carried   on  successful  operations 
in  stock,  as  before  mentioned. 

At  the  head  of  household  affairs  on  the  Evans 
farm  is  a  capable  and  true-hearted  woman,  for- 
merly Miss  Emma  R.  Harwood,  who  became  the 
wife  of  our  subject  in  1873.  She  is  a  daughter  of 
Alanson  Harwood,  a  pioneer  of  1838,  who  was 
born  in  Sturbridge,  Worcester  County,  Mass.,  in 
1806.  Two  years  after  coming  to  this  State  he 
located  in  Eaton  Rapids  where  he  lived  just  one- 
half  century.  Here  he  built  the  flrst  frame  build- 
ing on  the  south  side  of  the  race.  He  was  a  car- 
penter and  joiner  and  contracted  for  many  of  the 
first  houses  in  the  town,  and  for  the  first  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church.  He  finally  engaged  in  the 
sale  of  groceries  and  that  business  he  followed  for 
several  years.  When  the  discovery  of  mineral 
waters  in  this  section  created  such  excitement  he 
bought  stock  in  mineral  springs  and  in  a  plank 
road  which  did  not  prove  a  successful  undertak- 
ing. He  was  three  times  married,  his  second  wife, 
Miss  Luncin(3a  Town,  being  the  mother  of  Mrs. 
Evans, 


The  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Evans  consists  of 
two  children — Josie  M.  and  Fred  LeRoy,  who  are 
the  recipients  of  careful  guidance  and  good  advan- 
tages. Mr.  Evans  has  always  been  a  Republican 
until  1890,  when  he  voted  in  the  interests  of  the 
Farmers'  Alliance.  He  has  served  faithfully  as 
Township  Clerk,  and  works  with  James  B.  Brainard 
Post,  No.  Ill,  of  which  he  is  a  member. 


~ >  *>»^<'   *    '" 

AMES  MULVANY.  In  the  southwest  cor- 
ner of  I^aton  and  northern  part  of  Calhoun 
Counties,  is  located  one  of  the  most  beauti- 
ful farms  in  that  section  of  country.  It  was 
brought  to  its  present  state  of  development  by 
fc<Jimmie  Mulvany",  who  looks  back  with  a  sense  of 
pleasure  upon  his  career  in  Michigan.  The  differ- 
ence in  the  appearance  of  this  country  is  described 
by  him  when  he  says:  "In  the  early  days  when  I 
would  take  my  ax  and  go  to  my  work  I  could  look 
out  of  the  opening  and  see  a  train  of  deer,  while 
now  I  look  out  upon  a  train  of  cars."  Mr.  Mulvany 
is  one  of  the  leading  and  most  public-spirited  men 
of  Bellevue  Township,  and  a  very  jolly,  entertain- 
ing man,  whose  hospitality  is  unbounded. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Mathew  and 
Margaret  (Boyle)  Mulvany,  natives  of  the  Emer- 
ald Isle,  who  left  their  native  land  with  two  chil- 
dren in  1828.  They  sailed  from  Dublin  on  the 
vessel  uDuncan  Gib,"  and  after  an  uneventful  voy- 
age of  five  weeks  and  three  da}^s  landed  in  Quebec. 
The  husband  was  a  farmer  and  the  son  of  a  farmer, 
and  was  without  means  when  he  reached  the  New 
World,  but  he  was  plucky  and  ambitious,  and  fully 
determined  to  work  his  way  up.  He  labored  in  the 
vicinity  of  Broekville,  Canada,  until  about  1832, 
when  he  proceeded  to  Salina,  now  a  part  of  Syra- 
cuse, N.  Y.,  where  he  worked  on  the  Attica  rail- 
road until  he  obtained  money  enough  to  send  for  his 
family.  They  joined  him  in  1833  and  he  continued 
to  work  in  the  vicinity  mostly  for  old  George  Ged- 
des  and  others,  until  he  rented  a  farm  up  to  1844. 
He  then  came  to  Michigan,  his  son  James  having 
been  out  here  the  year  before  and  located  a  place 
jp  Parry   County.     It  was  on  seqtfon  14,  Assyria. 
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Township,  and  there  the  parents  lived  during  the 
balance  of  their  lives.  The  father  died  in  1856  at 
the  age  of  sixty -two  years.  His  .wife  survived 
until  1877,  and  died  while  on  a  visit  to  her  son, 
when  seventy-eight  years  old.  She  was  born  in 
Skreen  Parish,  County  Meath,  and  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  a  mechanic. 

The  parental  family  consisted  of  four  sons  and 
four  daughters,  of  whom  we  note  the  following: 
Mary  A.  died  when  two  and  one-half  years  old; 
Mrs.  Jane  Mayo,  a  widow,  lives  in  Maple  Grove, 
Barry  County;  Mrs.  Margaret  Burgis  makes  her 
home  in  Assyria,  Barry  County;  Ann  died  when 
two  years  old;  Peter  is  one  of  the  most  prominent, 
wealthy  and  successful  farmers  of  Marengo  Town- 
ship, Calhoun  County,  and  was  one  of  the  most 
successful  school  teachers  of  his  time  in  Central 
Michigan;  James  is  mentioned  below;  John,  a 
farmer  of  Assyria  Township,  Barry  County,  was  a 
Union  soldier  during  the  Civil  War,  and  Thomas 
is  a  farmer  in  the  same  township. 

The  natal  day  of  James  Mulvany  was  April  27, 
1825,  and  his  birthplace  a  farm  in  County  Meath, 
Ireland.  He  was  about  three  years  old  when  he 
crossed  the  ocean  with  his  parents,  and  for  several 
years  he  lived  on  the  Canadian  side  of  the  St.  Law- 
rence River,  lie  then  went  to  Geddes,  N.  Y.,  and 
grew  to  manhood  on  the  turnpike  near  the  old 
Judge  George  Geddes  homestead.  He  had  good 
common-school  advantages,  which  he  owes  largelj' 
to  Judge  Geddes,  who  was  a  strong  supporter  of 
public  schools.  On  the  home  farm  young  Mulvany 
worked  until  sixteen  years  old,  then  on  others  in 
the  neighborhood  some  two  years,  after  which  he 
came  West  with  the  hope  of  bettering  his  condi- 
tion. He  was  the  first  of  the  family  to  make  the 
journey  and  in  1843  reached  the  Ellis  homestead 
in  Barry  County  where  he  found  employment,  lie 
had  $160  with  which  he  made  a  pajment  on  eighty 
acres  of  land,  buying  from  his  empio}er.  Durino- 
the  winter  he  taught  school  and  in  the  spring  he 
again  began  working  for  Mr.  Ellis,  continuing  his 
labors  until  after  harvest. 

In  August,  1844,  Mr.  Mulvany  went  on  foot  to 
Jackson,  and  thence  returned  to  his  old  home,  and 
the  same  fall    brought  the  family  West  and  estab 
lished  them  in   the  bouse  be  had  prepared.      He 


helped  them  improve  the  property,  which  he  finally 
sold  to  his  father,  buying  sixty  acres  adjoining.  In 
the  fall  of  1846  he  hired  out  to  William  P.  Smith, 
an  old  settler  of  Pennfield  Township,  and  about 
tsvo  years  later  married  Miss  Zimerhoda  Smith,  and 
bought  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  acres  of  land 
in  the  township.  This  he  improved  while  operat- 
ing that  of  his  father-in-law,  and  carrying  on  the 
dairy,  which  he  had  bought.  His  wife  was  born  in 
Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  although  her  parents,  Will- 
iam P.  and  Sarah  Smith,  were  natives  of  Massa- 
chusetts. Her  father  was  a  large  farmer  and  dairy- 
man and  was  a  devout  Quaker. 

Mrs.  Zimerhoda  Mulvany  died  in  1852,  leaving 
three  children,  Ann,  Sarah  and  Thomas  E.  The 
first  lives  on  a  farm  in  Assyria  Township,  Barry 
County,  she  being  now  the  widow  of  Edward 
Moorehouse.  The  second  married  Cyrus  Packard 
and  lives  in  Convis  Township,  Calhoun  County; 
the  son  is  a  farmer  in  Pennfield  Township.  A 
second  marriage  was  made  by  Mr.  Mulvany  Febru- 
ary 15,  1858,  in  Battle  Creek,  his  bride  being  Miss 
Eliza  Paul,  who  was  born  in  Wyoming  County, 
N.  Y.,  August  17,  1833,  and  reared  there.  In 
October,  1856,  she  came  to  Battle  Creek  to  the 
home  of  a  brother,  where  she  lived  until  her  mar- 
riage. Her  father,  Lemuel  Paul,  was  born  in  Ver- 
mont and  so  also  was  her  grandfather,  Jonathan 
Paul.  Her  father  was  an  early  settler  in  Wyoming 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  improved  a  large  farm 
and  spent  his  last  days.  His  wife  also  died  there. 
She  too  was  a  native  of  Vermont  and  her  maiden 
name  was  Sarah  Sykes.  She  belonged  to  the  Bap- 
tist Church. 

Mr.  Mulvany  added  to  his  property  in  Calhoun 
County  until  the  tract  consisted  of  one  hundred 
and  seventy- three  acres,  and  in  1861  he  bought 
one  hundred  acres  in  Bellevue  Township,  Eaton 
County.  Here  he  built  a  dwelling  in  1876  moving 
into  it  the  following  year.  He  still  retains  the 
property  in  Pennfield  Township,  and  the  entire  two 
hundred  and  seventy-three  acres  are  well  improved, 
bearing  upon  them  two  large  orchards,  two  barns, 
38x50  feet  and  34x46  feet  respectively,  a  windmill, 
tank  and  many  other  conveniences.  The  owner 
carries  on  mixed  husbandry  and  is  using  three 
teams  to  operate  the  farm,     He  was  one  of  the  first 
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in  this  locality  to  breed  full-blooded  Short  horn 
cattle,  and  he  keeps  from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to 
two  hundred  sheep  and  much  other  stock. 

The  children  of  Mr.  Mulvany's  second  union 
are  eight  in  number,  four  of  them— Elmer,  Alice. 
Mathew  and  Rollin,  being  still  at  home.  Gil- 
bert, who  was  farming  in  Convis  Township,  Cal- 
houn County,  died  on  the  eve  of  his  marriage 
January  16,  1889,  at  the  early  age  of  twenty-eight 
years;  Julia  is  the  wife  of  Paul  Westover,  a  farmer 
near  Java,  Wyoming  County,  N.  Y.;  Mary  or 
Matie  as  she  is  commonly  called,  married  John  R. 
Day,  a  prominent  attorney  of  Huntington,  Ind.; 
Nellie  died  in  1886  at  the  age  of  twenty-three 
years. 

When  the  Peninsular,  now  the  Grand  Trunk 
Railroad  was  projected,  Mr.  Mulvany  was  greatly 
interested  in  seeing  it  put  through,  and  worked  hard 
in  its  behalf.  A  great  deal  of  opposition  was  met 
with  and  he  consequently  made  many  enemies  at  the 
time.  The  first  step  in  securing  it  was  to  vote  the 
necessary  bonds,  which  was  done,  but  the  board  of 
Pennfield  Township  afterward  defeated  them.  Mr. 
Mulvany  uput  his  hand  in  his  pocket",  gave  the 
Company  $400  and  had  the  satisfaction  of  see- 
ing the  road  finished.  In  politics  Mr.  Mulvany  is 
strictly  independent.  He  was  School  Director  for 
years  and  Commissioner  of  Highways  of  Pennfield 
Township.  He  is  an  admirer  of  Bob  Ingersoll  and 
agrees  with  him  in  many  ideas,  but  Mrs.  Mulvany 
is  an  earnest  Christian,  holding  membership  in  the 
Baptist  Church. 


^p^jEORGE  V.  HILDINGER,  who  was  a  soldier 
(If  in  the  late  war  and   did   brave  service   for 

^3(  his  adopted  country,  is  now  numbered 
among  the  enterprising,  well-to-do  farmers  of 
Eaton  County,  and  his  farm  on  section  7,  Sunfield 
Township,  compares  well  in  point  of  improvement 
and  cultivation  with  the  best  in  the  locality.  He  is 
a  native  of  Wurtemburg,  Germany,  born  February 
5,  1844.  and  a  son  of  Jacob  and  Anna  M.  (Good- 
bread)  Hildinger,  who  were  also  of  German  birth. 
In  1854  the  father  and  some  members  of   the  fam- 


ily, including  our  subject,  came  to  the  United 
States,  landing  at  New  York  City  August  24.  Mak- 
ing their  way  westward,  Mr.  Hildinger  and  his 
children  took  up  their  residence  in  Stark  County, 
Ohio,  whence  they  removed  a  year  later  to  Mar- 
shall, Mich.  In  the  spring  of  1862  the  father 
bought  the  farm  where  his  son,  of  whom  we  write 
now  lives,  and  settled  on  it  very  soon  afterward. 
He  was  a  shepherd  in  the  old  country  and  was  an 
expert  at  handling  sheep.  After  coming  to  Amer- 
ica he  became  a  farmer.  At  that  time  he  was  as 
poor  as  a  man  could  be,  and  he  had  to  go  in  debt 
$500  for  the  ninety-five  acres  of  land  that  he  bought 
here,  of  which  only  eight  acres  were  cleared.  He 
never  did  much  on  the  farm,  but  turned  it  over  to 
his  sons,  who  paid  for  and  improved  it. 

The  good  old  father  lived  in  comfort  on  his 
homestead  to  the  ripe  age  of  seventy-two  years,  and 
then  passed  quietly  away,  his  death  occurring  Jan- 
uary 3,  1883.  His  wife  came  to  this  country  in 
the  fall  of  1861,  and  died  at  the  same  place  Au- 
gust 27,  1879,  aged  seventy-two  years.  Both  were 
faithful  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church  as  long 
as  they  lived.  They  had  six  children  of  whom 
four  lived  to  maturity,  viz:  Hannah,  Jacob, 
George  V.  and  John.  Hannah,  who  is  deceased, 
was  the  wife  of  John  Shelter.  Jacob,  who  is  a 
boiler-maker  by  trade  at  Ft.  Scott,  Kan.,  took  part 
in  the  late  war  as  a  member  of  Company  I,  Twen- 
tieth Michigan  Infantry.  He  was  a  prisoner  at  And- 
ersonvilie  for  eleven  months.  John  is  a  black- 
smith at  Austin,  Tex. 

He  of  whom  this  biography  is  written  passed  the 
first  ten  years  of  his  life  in  the  Fatherland,  and  at 
that  age  crossed  the  ocean  with  his  father,  and  ever 
since  has  had  a  home  in  this  country.  He  lived  in 
Ohio,  and  Marshall,  Mich.,  until  the  outbreak  of  the 
war  and  then,  with  a  patriotism  worthy  of  a  native- 
born  citizen,  he  enlisted  to  help  defend  the  institu- 
tions of  his  adopted  land,  though  he  was  but  a 
mere  youth.  He  joined  Company  M,  Second 
Michigan  Cavalry,  and  served  with  credit  eighteen 
months.  He  took  part  in  the  siege  of  New  Mad- 
rid and  in  other  engagements.  At  Bean  Station, 
Tenn.,  December  14,  1863,  while  he  was  in  the 
midst  of  a  hot  fight,  he  received  a  gun-shot  wound 
in  the  hip.     He  was  sent  to  the  hospital  at  Knox- 
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ville,  Tenn.,  and  la}7  there  forty  days  before  he  was 
able  to  be  sent  home.  He  has  never  fully  recovered 
from  the  effects  of  his  wound  which  has  troubled 
him  more  or  less  ever  since.  His  services  as  a  sol- 
dier have  received  due  recognition  from  the  Gov- 
ernment, which  awards  him  a  pension  of  $12  a 
month. 

After  he  left  the  army,  Mr.  Hildinger  came  back 
to  Michigan  and  as  soon  as  able  commenced  work- 
ing his  father's  farm,  he  and  his  brothers  taking 
charge  of  it  and  clearing  and  improving  it.  In  1870 
he  went  to  Texas  and  followed  lumbering  there 
until  1876,  when  he  returned  to  this  State  and  has 
since  lived  on  his  farm  in  Sunfield  Township.  He 
has  made  of  it  one  of  the  most  attractive  pieces  of 
property  in  the  vicinity,  improving  it  with  sub- 
stantial buildings,  conveniently  arranged  and 
well  adapted  to  the  purposes  for  which  they  are 
designed.  His  farm  is  well  stocked  with  cattle  of 
fine  grade,  as  he  devotes  much  attention  to  the 
stock  business,  and  he  has  a  fine  specimen  of  a  full- 
blooded  Short-horn  bull.  Besides  this  homestead 
Mr.  Hildinger  owns  a  choice  tract  of  forty  acres  of 
land  on  section  7,  Sun  field  Township.  He  has  ac- 
quired his  property  by  the  exercise  of  shrewdness, 
foresight  and  sagacity,  which  he  possesses  in  more 
than  an  ordinary  degree,  seconded  by  a  great  ca- 
pacity for  work. 

November  28,  1878,  Mr.  Hildinger  obtained  one 
of  life's  choicest  blessings,  a  good  wife,  by  his  mar- 
riage on  that  date  to  Miss  Christiana  Smith.  Mrs. 
Hildinger  is  a  native  of  Sunfield,  born  December 
29,  1859,  to  George  and  Barbara  (Hoenas)  Smith, 
natives  of  Wurtemburg,  Germany.  They  came  to 
America  in  1851  and  settled  at  Bellevue,  whence 
they  came  to  this  township  in  1855,  and  are  still 
respected  residents  of  this  place.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hildinger  have  had  five  children,  one  of  whom 
died  in  infancy.  The  names  of  those  living  are 
Annie  M.,  Frank,  George  and  Lawrence. 

This  brief  life  record  of  our  subject  shows  him 
to  be  a  loyal  citizen,  and  a  valuable  member  of  the 
agricultural  community  of  Sunfield  Township.  He 
is  a  sound  Republican  in  his  political  views,  and 
gives  his  party  hearty  support.  He  has  been  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  for  seven  years,  and  he  discharges 
the  duties  connected  with  that  office   with  charac- 


teristic ability,  promptness  and  fairness.  Socially 
he  is  a  well-known  member  of  Blue  Lodge,  No.  304, 
A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  at  Woodland. 


ILLIAM  JORDAN.  This  gallant  veteran 
of  the  late  war  owns  and  occupies  a  piece 
of  property  on  section  22,  Kalamo  Town- 
ship, that  is  as  well-improved  as  any  farm  in  Eaton 
County.  The  estate  is  not  so  large  as  some,  con- 
sisting of  but  fifty  acres,  but  every  foot  is  made 
available  for  use  or  beauty,  and  its  thorough  tillage 
makes  it  more  remunerative  than  many  tracts  of 
far  greater  extent.  A  convenient  market  is  found 
at  Kalamo,  one  and  a  half  miles  distant,  and  the 
original  beauty  of  the  tract  is  further  increased  by 
excellent  buildings,  which  include  two  commodious 
barns  and  a  large  windmill  and  tank.  Much  atten- 
tion is  given  by  Mr.  Jordan  to  sheep- raising,  and 
he  has  a  flock  of  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  lambs. 
He  keeps  animals  which  produce  coarse  wool. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  Samuel  and  Eliza- 
beth (Jenkinsou)  Jordan,  were  born  in  Lincoln- 
shire, England.  The  father  was  reared  in  the 
village  of  Leadnum,  and  was  apprenticed  to  a  shoe- 
maker. He  worked  at  his  trade  in  his  own  country 
until  1851,  when  he  brought  his  family  to  America 
and  located  in  Pittsfield,  Lorain  County,  Ohio.  He 
worked  at  his  trade,  but  finally  became  the  owner 
of  forty-five  acres  of  farm  land,  upon  which  he  es- 
tablished his  home.  He  died  there  in  1886.  He 
was  an  active  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  the  faith  of  which  cheered  his  widow  in 
her  hours  of  affliction.  She  is  still  living  on  the 
old  place.  Her  father,  John  Jenkinson,  was  a  tiller 
of  the  soil  in  the  mother  country. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  these  para- 
graphs, was  born  in  Fulibeck,  Lincolnshire,  Eng- 
land, October  23,  1841,  and  is  the  oldest  of  nine 
children.  He  attended  the  common  school  the  entire 
year,  from  the  time  he  was  old  enough  to  begin  his 
studies  until  the  family  crossed  the  Atlantic.  He 
being  then  ten  years  old,  he  remembers  the  harbor 
of  Liverpool  and  incidents  of  the  three  week's  voy- 
age on  a  sail-vessel  to  New  York,  and  the  journey 
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to  the  new  home  in  Ohio.  There  he  attended 
school  during  the  winter,  studying  in  a  log  house 
which  was  similar  in  construction  to  the  family 
residence.  He  was  early  set  to  work,  and  when  fif- 
teen years  old  began  laboring  by  the  month,  hav- 
ing by  that  time  become  quite  proficient  in  farm 
duties. 

Mr.  Jordan  was  as  thorough  a  patriot  as  though 
he  had  been  born  in  this  country,  and  in  August, 
1862,  he  entered  the  Union  service,  being  mustered 
in  at  Cleveland  into  Company  F,  One  Hundred  and 
Third  Ohio  Infantry.  His  first  engagement  was  at 
Ft.  Mitchell  or  Covington,  after  which  he  was  taken 
sick  and  sent  to  the  hospital  in  Lexington.  When 
sufficiently  recovered  he  was  detailed  as  a  nurse 
and  acted  as  such  about  a  year.  He  then  rejoined 
his  regiment  at  Knoxville,  and  went  with  his  com- 
rades into  the  engagements  at  Resaca,  Pumpkin 
Vine  Creek  and  the  Chattahoochie  River,  the  siege 
of  Atlanta  and  the  battle  of  Jonesboro.  He  was  at 
Decatur  under  Thomas,  and  with  that  General  fol- 
lowed Hood  to  Nashville,  and  later  fought  at  Pul- 
aski, Spring  Hill  and  Franklin.  His  regiment  took 
charge  of  the  prisoners  on  the  return  to  Nashville, 
and  after  the  battle  at  that  point  joined  Sherman 
at  Goldsboro,  N.  C,  and  marched  with  him  toward 
Raleigh.  When  the  war  was  over  the  regiment 
crossed  the  mountains  into  Ohio,  and  going  on  to 
Cleveland,  were  discharged  June  23,  1865.  Mr. 
Jordan  was  one  of  the  fortunate  number  who  passed 
through  battle  scenes  unscathed,  while  comrades 
fell  around  him. 

Upon  laying  aside  the  weapons  of  war,  Mr.  Jor- 
dan resumed  his  farm  work  in  Ohio  and  not  many 
months  after  took  to  himself  a  wife.  He  won  Miss 
Rosamond  Staples,  who  was  born  in  Pittsfield,  and 
was  a  daughter  of  John  and  Eunice  Staples,  farm- 
ers in  that  vicinity.  The  wedding  rites  were  sol- 
emnized September  27,  1866,  and  the  same  fall  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Jordan  came  to  Eaton  County,  Mich. 
They  made  their  home  in  Kalimo,  and  Mr.  Jordan 
worked  out  the  first  summer,  then  rented  a  farm. 
He  was  bereft  of  his  wife  May  30,  1868.  Two 
years  later,  May  26,  1870,  he  brought  to  his  lonely 
home  a  second  wife,  the  marriage  taking  place  in 
Kalamo. 

Mrs.  Jordan  was  formerly  known  as  Miss  Jane 


T.  Babcock,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Benjamin  R.  and 
Mary  (Gridley)  Babcock.  She  was  born  Septem-, 
ber  3,  1851,  on  the  farm  that  is  now  her  home,  and 
reared  and  educated  here.  She  looks  well  to  the 
ways  of  her  household,  and  takes  a  prominent  part 
in  those  affairs  in  which  the  women  of  the  land  are 
so  nobly  aiding  in  uplifting  humanity.  The  union 
has  been  graced  by  the  birth  of  five  children,  named 
respectively — Pearl  L.,  Terry  B.,  Effie  M.,  Clifford 
S.  and  Mary  E.  All  are  at  home  except  Terry, 
who  is  in  Lorain  County,  Ohio.  There  his  half- 
brother  Robert  L.,  is  engaged  in  farming,  owning 
one  hundred  and  twenty-one  acres  of  land  near 
Camden. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  Mrs.  Jordan  were 
Jonathan  and  Abigail  Babcock,  who  were  born  in 
New  York,  but  spent  their  last  years  in  this  State. 
Her  father  was  born  in  New  York,  near  the  city 
of  Syracuse,  and  came  to  Calhoun  County,  this 
State,  when  a  young  man.  He  worked  at  his  trade, 
coopering,  in  Homer  until  1846,  then  bought  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  in  Eaton  County 
and  reclaimed  a  home  from  the  wilderness.  He 
placed  his  land  under  thorough  improvement  be- 
fore retiring  to  Kalamo  Village,  where  he  died  Feb- 
ruary 21,  1888,  at  theage  of  sixty-eight  years.  He 
was  Supervisor  and  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  in 
politics  a  Republican.  His  wife,  who  was  born  in 
Homer,  Calhoun  County,  breathed  her  last  in  1878. 
Her  father,  Reuben  Gridley,  was  one  of  the  first 
settlers  in  Calhoun  County.  (See sketch  of  Hiram 
Gridley.) 

After  his  marriage  to  Miss  Babcock,  Mr.  Jordan 
bought  a  farm  on  section  14,  Kalamo  Township, 
which  was  their  happy  home  until  1881.  The  place 
was  then  sold  and  a  farm  on  section  14  bought. 
This  tract  was  already  improved,  and  Mr.  Jordan 
managed  it  well  until  1887,  when  he  bought  a  part 
of  the  old  home  of  his  wife.  He  has  been  in  pub- 
lic service  for  years,  and  has  acted  as  Constable, 
Township  Treasurer  and  Supervisor.  He  was  Treas- 
urer two  years,  and  has  been  a  member  of  the  County 
Board  nine  years,  being  one  of  the  three  oldest 
members.  Of  this  body  he  has  been  Chairman  and 
in  it  he  has  served  on  different  committees.  The 
courthouse  was  built  while  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Board,  and  other  good  work  has  been  done  in  the 
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county  by  him  and  his  associates.  lie  is  nominated 
and  elected  year  after  year  on  the  Republican  ticket, 
being  one  of  those  who  long  since  decided  that  the 
principles  of  that  party  were  best.  He  has  been  a 
delegate  to  county  and  Congressional  conventions, 
and  has  been  a  member  of  the  Central  Committee 
two  years. 

Mr.  Jordan  belongs  to  A.  S.  Williams  Post,  No. 
40,  G.  A.  R.  in  Charlotte,  to  the  Grange  No.  224, 
and  the  Patrons  of  Industry.  In  the  last-named, 
he  is  Treasurer.  His  wife  sympathizes  with  him  in 
the  ideas  which  caused  the  formation  of  these  vari- 
ous societies,  and  is  identified  with  thern.  She  is 
also  connected  with  the  Woman's  Christian  Tem- 
perance Union,  and  is  as  thoroughly  devoted  to 
Republican  principles  as  her  husband.  Both  be- 
long to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Kalamo 
and  while  Mr.  Jordan  is  Class-Leader,  Steward  and 
Treasurer,  Mrs.  Jordan  belongs  to  the  Missionary 
Society,  and  is  Secretary  of  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society. 
Both  work  in  the  Sunday-school,  of  which  Mr.  Jor- 
dan is  now  Superintendent. 


-*-g^- 


^ffNDREW  D.  KENNEDY,  a  prominent 
farmer  and  leading  citizen  of  Hastings 
Township,  Barry  County,  resides  on  sec- 
tion 15,  where  he  has  a  pleasant  home  and 
is  surrounded  with  all  the  comforts  of  life.  Upon 
the  Emerald  Isle  he  was  born  November  25,  1824, 
and  his  father,  Michael  Kennedy,  was  also  a  native 
of  Ireland,  from  which  country  he  emigrated  to 
America.  On  his  arrival  in  New  York  City  Mr. 
Kennedy  served  a  four  years'  apprenticeship  to  the 
brickmaker's  trade,  after  which  he  returned  to  Ire- 
land, where  he  remained  until  seventy-one  years 
of  age,  when  he  again  crossed  the  Atlantic.  He 
settled  in  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  where  the  remainder  of 
his  life  was  spent,  and  his  remains  now  lie  buried 
in  Mt.  Hope  cemetery  of  that  city.  His  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Margaret  Stewart,  was  a 
daughter  of  Andrew  Stewart  and  like  her  husband 
she  was  a  native  of  the  Green  Isle  of  Erin.  They 
became  parents  of  five  children  but  our  subject  is 
now  the  only  surviving  one.     One   child  died  in 


the  old  country  and  three  after  the  emigration  of 
the  family  to  the  New  World. 

After  attaining  to  mature  years  Mr.  Kennedy 
married  Miss  Sarah  Eleanor  Brown,  who  was  born 
in  February,  1826,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Joseph 
Brown.  Their  union  was  blessed  with  five  chil- 
dren :  The  eldest,  Janie,  is  now  the  wife  of  Edgar 
Brown,  a  resident  of  this  State;  William  J.  married 
Carrie  Fuller,  and  is  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  mattresses  in  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.;  Dora,  a 
graduate  of  the  Ann  Arbor  College,  is  the  wife  of 
J.  W.  Matthews;  Minnie  and  Georgietta  are  still 
with  their  father.  The  children  have  all  been  pro- 
vided with  liberal  educational  advantages  and  when 
the  course  in  the  common  schools  was  completed 
the}'  were  sent  to  Ann  Arbor  College  in  Ann 
Arbor,  Mich.,  from  which  Dora  was  graduated  in 
1887.  All  have  been  teachers  in  the  public  schools, 
and  are  now  useful  men  and  women  who  do  honor 
to  the  name  of  Kennedy. 

Andrew  D.  Kennedy  is  numbered  among  the 
early  settlers  of  Barry  County,  his  residence  in 
Hastings  Township  dating  from  1853,  when  he 
located  upon  his  present  farm.  It  is  no  easy  task 
to  clear  and  develop  a  timbered  tract  of  land  such 
as  that  of  which  he  became  owner,  but  with  char- 
acteristic energy  he  began  the  work  before  him 
and  in  a  short  time,  where  once  towered  forest 
trees,  waving  fields  of  grain  delighted  the  eye.  In 
addition  to  his  first  purchase  he  became  owner  of 
two  eighty-acre  tracts  of  land,  that  upon  which 
his  house  now  stands,  and  the  quarter-section  which 
yields  to  him  a  golden  tribute  for  the  care  and 
labor  he  bestows  upon  it,  is  considered  one  of  the 
finest  farms  in  the  township.  His  home  is  an  ele- 
gant frame  residence,  tastefully  furnished  and  sup- 
plied with  many  comforts.  A  large  basement  barn 
furnishes  ample  protection  for  his  stock  during  the 
inclement  winter  weather,  and  many  of  the  im- 
provements, including  a  fine  windmill,  an  ice  house, 
etc.,  go  to  make  this  one  of  the  model  farms  of  the 
county.  Mrs.  Kennedy  was  called  from  her  pleas- 
ant home  on  January  22,  1886,  and  a  large  circle 
of  friends  shared  with  the  family  in  their  great 
loss. 

Among  the  prominent  men  of  Barry  County  is 
numbered  Mr.  Kennedy,  who  is  well  and  favorably 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


493 


known  throughout  this  part  of  the  State.     He  has 
been  especially  active  in  political  circles,  being  a 
stalwart  supporter  of  the  Greenback  party.     He 
was  sent  as  a  delegate  to  the  National  Convention 
in  Kalamazoo  which  nominated  Ben  Butler  for  the 
Presidency  and  in  the  interests  of  the  party  he  has 
labored  untiringly.    His  first  Presidential  vote  was 
cast  for  James  Buchanan  in   1856  and  his  sympa- 
thies are  now  with  the  Democracy.     He  has  filled 
the  office  of  Highway  Commissioner  and  for  man}' 
years  has  been  Justice  of  the  Peace,  proving  him- 
self a  capable  official.     He  attended  the  first  county 
fair  held  in  Barry  County  in  1852,  and  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  has  been  Vice  President  of  the  fair 
association.     He  also   belongs  to  the   Patrons  of 
Industry  and  was  one  of  the  prominent  members 
of  the  Grange.     In  Mr.  Kennedy    we  see  a  self- 
made  man,  who  by  his  own  efforts  has  made  what 
he  to  day  possesses.     Steadily  he  has  worked   his 
way  upward  to  a  position   of  wealth  and  affluence 
and  not  only  has  he  laid  by  for  himself  a  comfort- 
able competence,  but  as  his  children  have  left  the 
parental    roof   he   has    provided  them  with  good 
homes.     His  example  might  well  be  followed  by 
young  men  who,  like  himself,  have  no  capital  with 
which   to    begin  life.     Properly  using  the  talents 
which  nature  has  given  them  they  will  succeed,  if 
they  conform  to  those  principles  which  have  char- 
acterized the  life  of  Mr.  Kennedy — industry  and 
enterprise. 

IDNEY  ALLEN  is  a  good  representative 
of  the  pioneers  to  whom  the  development 
of  Eaton  County  is  due.  He  began  his 
labors  here  in  early  manhood  and  at  a 
period  so  far  removed  from  the  present  that  he 
has  been  an  eye  witness  to  the  greater  part  of  the 
work  that  has  been  done  here.  Particularly  is 
this  true  of  Eaton  Township,  which  has  been  his 
home  and  where  he  is  still  living,  having  a  most 
comfortable  residence- on  section  23.  His  splen- 
did farm  is  a  standing  monument  to  the  industry 
and  persistence  of  his  pioneer  efforts  and  the  good 
judgment  displayed  by  him  in  carrying  on  its 
improvement  at  a  later  time. 


A  double  strain  of  patriotic  blood   flows  in  the 
veins  of  Mr.  Allen,  as  both  his  grandfathers  were 
Revolutionary   soldiers.     His    maternal    ancestor, 
John  Wall,  was  captured   by  the  British  at  New 
York  and  was  kept  prisoner  for  some  time.     The 
parents  of  our  subject  were  Thomas  C.  and  Betsey 
(Wall)  Allen,   both   of   whom   were   born   in    the 
Empire  State.     Their  son  Sidney  opened  his  eyes 
to  the  light  in  Cortland  County  October  11,  1816, 
and  was  in  his  fourteenth  year  when  they  removed 
to  Niagara  County.     There  the  lad  grew  to  man- 
hood, learning  much    of  agriculture   and   of   the 
principles  that  should  animate  a  man,  but  enjoy- 
ing meager  school  advantages  and  gaining  but  a 
rudimentary  education.      This   fact   has   not  pre- 
vented his  becoming  practically  well  informed,  as 
his  faculties  are  keen  and  he  has  made  good  use  of 
his  opportunities  for  reading. 

In  1839  Mr.  Allen  came  to  this  State  and  made 
his  first  purchase  of  land  on  section  22,  Eaton 
Township,  paying  $125  for  eighty  acres  of  timber. 
He  removed  the  forest  growth,  improved  the 
place,  and  finally  sold  it  and  settled  on  his  pres- 
ent farm  early  in  the  '50s.  Here  he  also  pur- 
chased a  tract  covered  with  timber,  on  which 
he  wielded  the  ax  with  hardy  vigor,  and  which 
he  finally  brought  to  a  condition  equal  to  any 
in  the  vicinity.  He  was  formerly  the  possessor 
of  one  hundred  acres  more  than  his  estate  now 
includes,  but  he  gave  it  to  his  children. 

The  companion  of  Mr.  Allen's  early  year3  and 
the  helpmate  who  stood  by  his  side  in  his  pioneer 
struggles  was  Sarah  A.  Southworth,  a  sister  of 
William  Southworth,  who  is  represented  in  this 
volume.  Their  marriage  rites  were  solemnized  in 
April,  1841,  and  they  lived  and  labored  together, 
rejoicing  in  their  increasing  prosperity  and  the 
love  of  their  children  until  December  15,  1876, 
when  the  wife  entered  into  rest.  Their  family 
consists  of  two  daughters  and  a  son,  the  daughters 
living  in  Eaton  Rapids  and  Richard  M.  in  Char- 
lotte. Adelaide  is  the  first-born;  Henrietta  is  the 
wife  of  Dr.  Amos  Knight. 

The  present  wife  of  Sidney  Allen  is  a  native  of 
Lake  County,  Ohio,  and  was  born  January  25, 
1831.  Her  parents  were  William  and  Jerusha 
(Warner)  Rossman,  natives  of  New  York  and  early 
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settlers  of  the  county  in  which  she  was  born.  Her 
father  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  She 
was  first  married  to  Charles  Porter,  by  whom  she 
had  two  children,  both  now  deceased.  Her  second 
husband  was  Azariah  Crane,  of  Eaton  County,  who 
died  some  years  since.  Her  marriage  to  Mr.  Allen 
was  solemnized  January  28,  1888.  Mrs.  Allen  is 
a  consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  she  belongs  to  the  Eastern  Star  Lodge 
of  the  Masonic  order  at  Grand  Ledge.  She  is  an 
energetic,  capable  woman  who  looks  well  to  the 
ways  of  her  household  and  takes  an  interest  in 
the  social  life  of  the  neighborhood. 

As  Township  Treasurer  Mr.  Allen  served  two 
years  and  he  also  did  good  work  as  Highway  Com- 
missioner. Politically  he  is  a  Democrat.  Having 
been  a  participant  in  the  frontier  life  and  a  wit- 
ness to  the  gradual  growth  of  the  county,  his  con- 
versation is  replete  with  incidents  and  illustrations 
which  make  him  a  very  entertaining  companion  to 
one  who  enjoys  learning  of  the  life  of  the  people. 
He  is  one  of  the  leading  and  highly  respected  mem- 
bers of  the  community,  and  the  prosperity  that 
has  crowned  his  efforts  is  rejoiced  in  by  his  large 
circle  of  friends  who  will  be  pleased  to  notice  his 
portrait  on  another  page  of  this  volume. 


HARLES  DYER.  The  push  and  energy  of 
this  gentleman  are  potent  factors  in  thebusi- 
^_  ness  prosperity  of  Bellevue,  Eaton  County, 
and  his  assistance  valuable  in  the  building  up  of 
the  place.  He  is  half  owner  of  one  of  the  largest 
lime  works  in  the  State  and  owns  eighty-six  acres 
of  land  in  and  adjoining  the  city,  where  he  has  a 
beautiful  home  with  all  the  buildings,  stock  and 
implements  that  go  to  make  up  a  well-regulated 
estate.  He  is  also  the  owner  of  the  Dyer  Block, 
the  largest  in  Bellevue,  which  he  put  up  in  1886, 
and  in  which  for  something  more  than  a  year  he 
carried  on  the  Dyer  Hotel.  His  prosperity  is 
extremely  creditable,  as  he  began  without  a  dollar 
and  now  ranks  among  the  solid  and  independent 
members  of  the  community. 

Mr.  Dyer  is  an  Englishman  and  was  born  in  Lis- 


keard,  Cornwall,  January  21,  184  4.  He  was  reared 
on  a  farm  with  limited  school  privileges  and  when 
ten  years  old  began  working  out  by  the  year.  He 
continued  this  until  his  father's  death,  then  worked 
on  the  home  farm  a  year,  after  which,  at  the  age  of 
seventeen,  he  became  a  brakermtn  on  the  Liskeard  & 
Carreton  Railroad.  Fie  retained  his  position  until 
May,  1866,  when,  having  decided  to  try  his  fortune 
in  the  New  World,  he  left  Liverpool  on  the  steamer 
"Peruvian."  Eight  days  and  six  hours  after  leav- 
ing that  harbor  the  vessel  reached  Quebec,  whence 
Mr.  Dyer  went  on  to  New  York  City  and  thence 
to  Paterson,  N.  J.  From  that  place  he  went  to 
Goshen  and  found  employment  on  the  Goshen  <k 
Montgomery  Railroad,  which  was  then  in  process 
of  construction.  He  worked  on  the  road  from 
May  15,  1866,  to  January  1,  1867,  then  made  his 
way  to  Chicago. 

Finding  no  employment  in  the  Queen  City  of 
the  Lakes  Mr.  Dyer  came  to  Eaton  County  and 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Old  Peninsular  Railroad, 
on  the  construction  of  which  he  was  engaged  from 
January  7  to  April  1.  He  next  spent  a  year  in  the 
lime  business,  his  employer  being  H.  F.  Holden, 
and  then,  with  Charles  Robinson,  leased  the  lime 
works  and  carried  on  the  business.  The  connection 
between  him  and  Mr.  Robinson  lasted  four  years, 
after  which  he  joined  with  Thomas  Roberts  in 
leasing  the  works.  Four  years  after  they  leased 
the  kilns,  Messrs.  Roberts  &  Dyer  bought  them  and 
worked  up  the  business  to  a  much  higher  plane 
than  that  on  which  it  had  been  conducted.  Their 
partnership  was  dissolved  January  1,  1883,  and 
Mr.  Dyer  leased  the  interest  of  his  former  partner 
until  the  death  of  that  gentleman,  when  his  share 
came  into  the  hands  of  A.  G.  Butler. 

John  Dyer,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  a 
miner  in  Cornwall,  and  his  son,  John  B.,  who  was 
born  in  Tavistock,  was  reared  to  the  same  occu- 
pation. He  worked  in  the  mines  there  for  years, 
then  removed  to  Liskeard  where  he  continued  his 
work  until  he  was  about  fifty  years  old,  when  he 
became  the  possessor  of  a  farm  to  which  he  gave 
his  attention  the  balance  of  his  days.  It  is  known 
as  the  Lew  Mills  farm  and  upon  it  our  subject 
spent  his  boyhood.  Mr.  Dyer  was  one  of  the  old- 
est   miners   in    Cornwall.      He   belonged   to   the 
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Church  of  England  and  was  an  upright,  faithful 
man.  He  married  Mary  Robins,  who  was  born  in 
Tavistock  and  spent  her  entire  life  in  England. 
Her  father  was  foreman  of  the  granite  works  at 
Dartmoor  and  established  the  marble  works  at  the 
prison  there.  The  family  was  a  very  prominent 
one,  many  of  its  members  holding  public  station 
and  having  wealth.  Brothers  of  Mr.  Dyer  were 
influential  in  Wales,  where  they  were  Captains  of 
mines.  The  family  of  which  our  subject  is  a 
member  was  made  up  of  seventeen  brothers  and 
sisters,  fourteen  of  whom  lived  to  mature  years. 

In  Bellevue,  December  25,  1778,  Charles  Dyer 
and  Mary  Bollons  were  joined  in  the  bonds  of 
wedlock.  The  bride  was  born  in  Lincolnshire, 
England,  but  has  lived  in  America  from  her  ninth 
year.  Her  father,  John  Bollons,  was  Roadmaster 
on  an  English  railroad  and  is  now  foreman  of  the 
track  at  the  Joliet  (111.)  Steel  Works.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Dyer  have  one  child,  a  son  named  William 
Charles,  in  whose  progress  toward  an  honorable 
manhood  they  are  taking  great  interest. 

Mr.  Dyer  has  no  political  aspirations,  decidedly 
preferring  home  life  to  the  turmoil  of  office.  He 
has  a  beautiful  home  in  which  bodily  comfort  and 
mental  cheer  are  sought  and  found,  and  when  he 
wishes  more  society,  he  is  never  at  a  loss  for  friends 
with  whom  to  converse.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Blue  Lodge  and  Chapter  in  Bellevue  and  is  well 
regarded  by  his  Masonic  brethren.  In  England  he 
was  an  Odd  Eellow,  belonging  to  the  Manchester 
Unity.  He  always  casts  a  Republican  ballot. 
Jovial,  genial  and  whole-souled,  his  citizenship 
reflects  credit  upon  the  land  of  his  adoption  with- 
out detracting  from  that  of  the  land  of  his  birth. 


OHN  ADAMS  BROWN.  Among  the  many 
men  found  in  Eaton  County  who  aided  in 
its  settlement,  none  are  more  prominent  than 
the  above  named.  He  delights  in  recounting 
the  scenes  and  incidents  through  which  he  passed 
in  amassing  a  competence  and  in  telling  the  differ- 
ence between  the  oldeu  times  and  the  present.  In 
the  center  of  his  large  farm  containing  two  hun- 
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dred    and   seventy  acres  on  the   highest   point  of 
ground,   which  is  the  divide  between  Big  Shanty 
Creek   and  Mill    Brook,   stands   the   commodious 
dwelling  of  its  fortunate  owner.     From  this  eleva- 
tion an  excellent  view  of  the  surrounding  country 
may  be  obtained.     Mr.  Brown  is  one  of  the  oldest 
settlers  in  this  part  of  tire  country.     His  grand- 
father Richard  Brown,  of  Scotch  descent,  was  one 
of  the  early  settlers  in  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
was  born  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,   from  which 
State  he  removed  in    1818,  and   settled   in  Elba, 
Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  improved  a  farm 
containing  one  hundred  and  ninety  acres.     For  a 
short   time   he  served   in    the  War  of  1812.     He 
afterward   removed  to  Ohio  and   made   his   home 
with  a  daughter.     The  father  of  our  subject,  John 
A.  Brown,  was  a  native  of  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y., 
and  remained  in  that  county  until   he  was  seven- 
teen 3rears  of  age.    He  then  accompanied  his  father 
in  a  wagon,  drawn   by  oxen,  to  Genesee  County. 
On  this  journey  they  were  forced  to  cut  their  way 
through  the  heavy  timber.     The  old  homestead  was 
at  first  a  small  place  containing  eighty  acres,  which 
they  cleared  and  improved  and  afterward  added  to 
until  it  finally  contained   one   hundred  and  ninety 
acres.     He  served  for  a  short   time  in  the  War  of 
1812,  with  Col.  Clark,  and  acted  as  cook  for  the 
Colonel  and  his  staff.     He  gave  his  hearty  co-oper- 
ation  to  the   work  of  the  Democratic  party  and 
zealously  labored  in  advancing  the  interests  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal   Church  of    which   he  was  a 
member. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  Elizabeth  Cash,  was 
born  in  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.  Her  father,  Will- 
iam Cash,  was  engaged  in  farming  in  that  county, 
and  removed  to  Erie  County,  where  he  had  charge 
of  an  hotel  for  thirty-five  years.  This  hotel  was 
situated  twenty- five  miles  up  the  lake  from  Buffalo. 
He  and  three  of  his  sons  served  in  the  War  of  1812. 
He  died  in  Evans  Township,  Erie  County  and  was 
nearly  eighty-two  years  old  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
The  mother  died  in  New  York  State  in  1843. 

Our  subject  was  the  third  child  in  a  family 
of  seven  children,  and  was  born  January  24,  1832, 
at  Elba,  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.  He  continued  to 
reside  on  his  father's  farm,  assisting  in  the  work 
during    the    vacations  and   attending  the  district 
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school  in  the  winters.  When  seventeen  years  old 
he  purchased  his  time  from  his  father  for  $300  and 
then  for  some  time  hired  out  in  the  neighborhood 
and  came  out  $100  ahead.  With  this  $100,  saved 
through  six  years  of  hard  work  and  economy,  he 
purchased  fifty  acres  of  land  in  Elba,  which  he 
proceeded  to  clear  up.  -On  this  piece  of  land  he 
built  a  house,  planted  an  orchard  and  otherwise 
improved  it.  This  place  not  affording  full  scope 
for  his  ambition,  Mr.  Brown  concluded  to  go  West 
and  get  more  land  in  a  new  country,  where  game 
abounded,  and  in  1856  he  came  to  Michigan  and 
located  in  Kalamo  Township,  this  county,  where  he 
purchased  eighty  acres  on  section  6.  This  piece 
of  land  was  covered  with  timber  and  with  no 
glimpse  yet  of  the  signet  of  civilization  set  upon 
the  wilderness.  He  cleared  a  small  space  and  built 
thereon  a  log  house.  The  woods  abounded  in 
game  of  all  kinds  and  especially  deer  and  turkeys. 
Mr.  Brown  was  an  excellent  hunter  and  killed  a 
great  many  deer.  He  continued  from  time  to  time 
to  add  to  his  estate  until  he  now  owns  two  hundred 
and  seventy  acres  in  a  body  on  the  same  section. 
One  hundred  and  eighty  acres  consists  of  plowed 
land  brought  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  All 
the  fields  are  well  fenced  and  he  has  erected  a  wind- 
mill to  furnish  water  for  the  stock.  All  the  build- 
ings are  placed  in  the  center  of  the  farm,  and  well 
located  both  for  comfort  and  convenience.  He 
makes  a  specialty  of  raising  wheat  and  has  a  large 
flock  of  6ne  wool  sheep,  this  flock  containing  from 
one  hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred  sheep. 

Mr.  Brown  was  married  in  Genesee  County,  N.Y., 
in  1853,  to  Miss  Caroline  Wilson,  a  daughter  of 
Guoyn  Wilson,  a  farmer  of  that  county.  After 
but  a  short  period  of  wedded  happiness  Mr.  Brown 
was  bereft  of  his  wife,  and  took  for  his  second 
wife  Miss  Laura  F.,  a  sister  of  his  former  wife. 
Mr.  Brown  was  called  upon  to  again  mourn  the 
loss  of  his  wife.  Two  children  survive  their  mother. 
These  children,  Duane  and  Daniel  are  residents  of 
Vermontville,  and  Battle  Creek,  respectively.  Dan- 
iel is  serving  in  the  employ  of  the  Grand  Trunk 
Railroad.  To  these  sons  Mr.  Brown  gave  eighty 
acres  of  land  situated  in  Vermontville  Township. 

Our  subject  was  a  third,  time  married  in  1863, 
to  Miss  Mary  C.  Hess.     Mrs.  Brown  was  born  in 


Lenawee  County,  Mich.,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
Henry  L.  and  Sallie  A.  Hess.  Her  parents  were 
among  the  early  settlers  of  this  county  and  came 
to  Michigan  in  1856.  In  1884  Mr.  Brown  was 
again  visited  by  death  and  his  home  was  left  deso- 
late. Of  this  marriage  there  were  born  three 
children,  namely:  Alma,  the  wife  of  Edward  Al- 
fred, residing  at  Bay  City,  Mich.;  Alena  M.  and 
Alice  M.,  still  at  home  with  their  father. 

In  politics  Mr.  Brown  is  a  stanch  Democrat 
and  socially  is  connected  with  the  order  of  the 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons  at  Nashville.  He  is 
well  known  for  his  steadfast  adherence  to  his 
principles  whether  connected  with  moral  or  educa- 
tional questions.  He  has  been  one  of  the  school 
officers  almost  constantly  during  a  period  of  twenty- 
three  years  and  had  to  fight  for  the  building  of 
more  schoolhouses.  Mr.  Brown  is  a  jolly,  easy- 
going man  and  a  large  circle  of  friends  he  has 
gained  delight  in  sharing  the  hospitality  of  his 
well  ordered  home. 
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/p^EORGE  B.  NOBLE.  Among  the  nati ve- 
il/ (_ -,  born  citizens  of  Eaton  County  a  creditable 
^^jj  place  is  held  by  Mr.  Noble,  whose  lifelong 
home  has  been  in  Hamlin  Township.  He  has  an 
estate  consisting  of  thirty-nine  acres  of  choice 
land,  on  which  he  has  erected  a  fine  house  and 
many  buildings,  both  ample  and  convenient.  He 
may  well  be  called  a  self-made  man,  as  the  prop- 
erty he  possesses  has  been  secured  almost  entirely 
by  his  own  well-directed  efforts  and  unswerving 
perseverance.  He  is  a  son  of  Joseph  D.  and  Mar- 
tha Ann  (Booth)  Noble,  and  was  born  in  the  town- 
ship in  which  he  now  lives  December  9,  1845. 

In  the  district  schools  young  Noble  received  his 
education  and  on  the  parental  farm  he  gained  a 
good  knowledge  of  agriculture  and  business  trans- 
actions. Young  as  he  was  when  the  war  began,  he 
was  anxious  to  aid  his  country,  and  in  August, 
1864,  he  carried  out  his  desire  and  became  a  mem- 
ber of  Company  B,  Eighth  Michigan  Cavalry.  He 
wag  mustered  in  at  Jackson,  joined  the  regiment  at 
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Lexington,  Ky.,  and  then  went  to  Nicholasville, 
where  he  was  encamped  several  weeks.  From  that 
point  the  boys  went  to  Nashville,  thenee  to  Pulaski, 
where  they  had  an  engagement  witli  Forrest  and 
whence  be  drove  them  back  to  the  capital.  They 
next  went  to  Bowling  Green  for  a  fresh  supply  of 
horses,  then  back  to  Nashville  and  to  Pulaski. 
They  were  mustered  out  at  that  point  June  9, 
1865,  and  discharged  and  paid  off  at  Nashville. 

Mr.  Noble  returned  home  and  in  company  with 
a  brother-in-law  bought  the  homestead,  but  two 
years  later  sold  his  interest  and  purchased  property 
in  Brookfield  Township.  After  operating  ifc  three 
years  lie  sold  it  and  bought  that  upon  which  he  is 
now  living.  He  was  married  in  1866  to  Miss  Mary 
E.  Bradford,  daughter  of  David  B.  Bradford.  Mrs. 
Noble  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  is  given  to  hospitality  and  deeds  of 
neighborliness.  Mr.  Noble  is  now  serving  as 
Drainage  Commissioner.  He  is  a  member  of  James 
B.  Brand  Post,  No.  Ill,  G.  A.  R.,  and  adheres  to 
Republican  principles  in  casting  his  ballot. 


ftj^  ENRY  FRP:EMAN  HUGHES  can  look  back 
over  as  many  years  of  life  in  this  section 
of  Michigan  as  any  man  in  or  near  Belle- 
vue,  and  few  can  recount  more  of  the  his- 
tory of  Eaton  County,  or  claim  a  longer  connection 
therewith.  He  came  to  the  State  in  1837,  and  to 
the  county  in  1860,  and  since  1871  has  lived  in 
Bellevue,  retired  from  active  farm  work  and  taking 
pleasure  in  the  society  of  his  friends  and  the  aid  he 
can  give  to  others.  He  has  a  cozy  and  attractive 
residence  here,  and  an  income  sufficient  for  his 
wants,  but  has  given  and  sold  his  fine  farm  of  two 
hundred  and  eighty  acres  to  his  children. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  Mr.  Hughes  bore 
the  name  of  Henry  and  was  born  in  East  Haven, 
Conn.,  July  7,  1751.  He  was  a  seafaring  man, 
trading  along  the  coast,  and  met  his  death  by  being 
struck  on  the  head  by  a  boat  which  upset  with  him 
and  a  brother.  His  son  Freeman,  father  of  Henry 
F.,  was  born  in  East  Haven,  April  21,  1781,  and 


when  a  boy  accompanied  his  parents  to  Westfield, 
Mass.  There  he  remained  until  eighteen  years  old, 
then  located  at  Geddes  (now  Syracuse),  N.  Y.  The 
date  of  his  settlement  there  was  March,  1799,  and 
he  was  the  second  man  in  the  town,  Mr.  Geddes 
being  the  first,  but  he  had  left  after  manufactur- 
ing salt  a  short  while.  Mr.  Hughes  engaged  in 
farming  and  also  in  the  making  of  salt,  and  worked 
in  almost  every  capacity  from  boring  to  boiling, 
barreling  to  shipping,  and  he  was  for  years  Deputy 
Government  Salt  Inspector. 

Mr.  Hughes  was  quite  a  successful  business  man 
and  became  widely  known  and  highly  respected  as 
a  citizen.  He  was  the  first  Justice  of  the  Peace  at 
Geddes,  and  when  the  man  who  held  that  office  at 
Syracuse  left,  he  had  to  go  there  and  hold  a  Jus- 
tice's Court  two  day?  each  week.  He  died  August 
30,  1856,  mourned  by  nine  children  and  many 
friends.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was  born  in 
New  York  January,  1,  1786,  and  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Abigail  Whedon.  Her  father,  Dennison 
Whedon,  was  born  in  Massachusetts,  but  was  for 
years  engaged  in  farming  near  Geddes,  N.  Y.  He 
was  a  Revolutionary  soldier.  Mrs.  Hughes  died 
about  the  year  1825. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  notice  was  the 
fifth  of  the  parental  family,  and  born  at  Geddes,  N. 
Y.,  May  17,  1812.  He  was  reared  in  the  village, 
where  he  attended  the  common  schools  of  that  day, 
conning  his  lessons  in  a  log  schoolhouse  with  a 
stick  and  clay  chimney,  and  learning  to  write  with 
a  quill  pen.  He  made  himself  useful  upon  the  farm 
and  at  the  salt  works,  and  when  fifteen  or  sixteen 
years  old,  thoroughly  understood  the  manufacture 
of  salt.  When  he  was  eighteen  he  and  his  brother 
George  took  charge  of  the  works  for  a  short  time, 
after  which  they  drifted  into  boating  on  the  canal. 
They  bought  a  boat  and  ran  between  Buffalo  and 
Albany  for  six  years,  their  cargo  being  salt  to 
Buffalo,  and  staves,  flour,  etc.,  to  Albany. 

Not  satisfied  with  life  on  the  canal,  Mr.  Hughes 
determined  to  secure  a  home  in  Michigan,  and  in 
1837,  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  one  child,  he 
crossed  the  lake  to  Detroit  and  hired  a  team  to  take 
him  to  Marshall.  He  remained  in  the  township 
about  two  months,  then  located  eighty  acres  of 
timber  land  in  Pennfield  Township,  Calhoun  County, 
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whereon  he  built  a  log  house  and  made  other  im- 
provements. After  a  few  years  he  sold  it  and  pur- 
chased one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Con  vis 
Township,  where  he  again  reclaimed  a  farm  from 
the  heavy  timber.  About  1860  he  disposed  of  that 
property  and  bought  in  Bellevue  Township,  Eaton 
County,  where  he  continued  to  operate  as  a  general 
farmer  until  he  removed  to  the  village.  He  is  an 
excellent  citizen,  being  honest,  law-abiding  and  lib- 
eral, and  in  his  association  with  friends  and  neigh- 
bors, kind  hearted  and  accommodating.  He  is 
therefore  quite  popular  and  generally  respected. 
He  is  a  stanch  Republican,  and  is  proud  of  the  fact 
that  he  has  voted  for  two  Harrisons  who  became 
Presidents  of  the  United  States,  the  one  in  1840, 
and  the  other  in  1888. 

In  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1835,  Mr.  Hughes 
and  Miss  Frances  A.  Patterson  were  united  in  mar- 
riage. Their  happy  union  was  dissolved  by  the 
death  of  Mrs.  Hughes  in  Bellevue  in  1887.  She 
was  born  in  the  Hudson  River  Valley,  N.  Y.,  and 
was  devoted  to  the  interests  of  those  who  were  dear 
to  her.  She  was  the  mother  of  six  children,  two  of 
whom  have  crossed  the  river  of  death.  These  are 
Almira,  formerly  Mrs.  Harland,  who  died  in  Kan- 
sas; and  George,  who  lived  to  be  but  eleven  years 
old.  The  surviving  members  of  the  family  are 
Mrs.  Alice  Monroe,  whose  home  is  in  Bellevue; 
Mrs.  Charlotte  Cook,  who  lives  in  Olivet;  Frank 
F.,  now  a  farmer  in  Bellevue  Township,  and  for 
two  years  a  member  of  Merrill's  Horse;  and  Mrs. 
Helen  Anson,  of  Bellevue. 


ROBERT  TRAVER  is  a  prominent  and  influ- 
ential citizen  of  Baltimore  Township,  Barry 
County,  who  carries  on  farming  on  section 
9.  There  he  has  resided  for  twenty-one 
years  and  in  the  midst  of  the  forest  developed  his 
farm.  The  land  which  he  purchased  was  entirely 
destitute  of  improvements  and  was  covered  with  a 
heavy  growth  of  timber.  In  the  usual  manner  of 
the  pioneer  settlers  he  began  life  in  the  West  in 
a  log  cabin,  but  has  now  a  beautiful  frame  resi- 
dence, situated  on  a  knoll,  whence  one  can  look 


for  miles  over  the  surrounding  country.  A  beau- 
tiful grove  of  evergreens  deck  the  lawn  ih  front, 
throwing  their  graceful  shade  over  the  dwelling. 
In  the  rear  are  large  barns  which  furnish  ample 
shelter  for  his  grain  and  stock,  and  all  his  other 
outbuildings  are  models  of  convenience. 

The  life  record  of  Mr.  Traver  is  as  follows:  He 
was  born  on  the  11th  of  March,  1830,  in  Wayne 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  is  one  of  eight  children.  His 
father,  Daniel  Traver, was  born  in  Dutchess  County, 
N.  Y.,  in  1785,  and  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  War 
of  1812,  after  which  he  removed  to  Ontario 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  followed  his  trade  of 
carpentering  and  joining.  He  also  owned  a  small 
farm  and  superintended  its  cultivation.  After  a 
few  years  he  removed  to  Wayne  County  where 
he  purchased  another  farm  containing  one  hundred 
acres  of  valuable  land,  and  then  abandoning  his 
trade  gave  his  entire  attention  to  agricultural 
"pursuits  until  his  death,  which  occurred  on  the  5th 
of  July,  1870.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Lucy  Smith,  was  born  in  Orniston,  Canada,  Octo- 
ber 6,  1799.  Their  children  were:  Peter,  who  was 
born  in  Manchester,  Canada,  August  17,  1824; 
Daniel,  born  March  29,  1826;  David,  March  7, 
1828;  Robert,  March  11,  1830;  Henry,  June  3, 
1833;  Mary,  October  9,  1834;  Asa,  January  16, 
1837;  and  Lucy,  February  26,  1841.  Of  these, 
Robert,  HenrjT,  Asa  and  Mary  are  now  living,  the 
last-named  being  a  resident  of  the  State  of  Wash- 
ington, while  Henry  and  Asa  reside  in  New  York. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  spent  his  boyhood 
days  in  the  East  and  was  reared  to  manhood  under 
the  parental  roof.  He  enlisted  for  the  late  war  as 
a  member  of  Company  D,  Ninth  New  York  Heavy 
Artillery,  under  Capt.  William  Wood,  and  was 
first  sent  to  Washington,  D.  C.  The  first  battle 
of  note  in  which  he  participated  was  the  Seven 
Days'  Battle  of  the  Wilderness  in  1864.  This  was 
followed  by  the  engagement  at  North  Anna  River 
in  Virginia,  and  the  battle  of  Cedar  Creek,  Va., 
on  the  1 9th  of  October,  1864,  when  he  was  wounded. 
His  injuries  were  such  that  he  was  sent  to  the 
hospital,  where  he  remained  until  the  following 
June,  when  he  was  discharged  from  the  service 
and  returned  to  Wayne  County,  N.  Y. 

Mr.  Traver  has   been   twice   married.     On  the 
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28th  of  September,  1852,  he  was  joined  in  wedlock 
with  Miss  Mary  Ann  Gordon,  of  the  Empire 
State,  who  died  during  the  late  war  while  her 
husband  was  stationed  in  Washington  City.  On 
the  24th  of  March,  1869,  he  was  again  married, 
Miss  Cecilia  Crawley,  daughter  of  James  Crawley, 
becoming  his  wife.  Unto  them  have  been  born 
nine  children  who  gladden  the  home  by  their  pres- 
ence, and  the  family  circle  yet  remains  unbroken. 
Asa  D.,  the  eldest,  is  followed  by  Lucy  E.,  Ira  J., 
Mary  J.,  Robert,  Isabel,  Lillie,  Sarah  Ann  and 
Edwin.  They  have  been  provided  with  good  edu- 
cational advantages,  such  as  will  Gt  them  for  the 
practical  duties  of  life,  and  the  elder  ones  have 
attended  the  High  School  of  Hastings.  Mr.  Traver 
is  an  intelligent  and  public  spirited  citizen,  prom- 
inent and  influential  in  the  community  where  he 
resides,  and  manifests  a  commendable  interest  in 
everything  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  the  town 
and  county.  Those  who  know  him  regard  him 
highly  as  a  man  of  sterling  worth,  and  it  thus 
affords  us  pleasure  to  present  his  sketch  to  the 
readers  of  this  Album. 


*m  LBERT  W.  DILLENBACK,  of  Woodland, 
WilM  is  an  honored  pioneer  of  Barry  County  and 
one  of  its  most  prominent  and  influential 
farmers.  Not  to  know  our  subject  is  to 
argue  oneself  unknown,  for  few,  if  any,  have  more 
friends  and  acquaintances  in  this  community  than 
he.  He  was  born  in  Wheeler  Township,  Steuben 
County,  N.  Y.,  April  8,  1839,  and  is  of  German 
descent.  His  great-grandfather,  Martin  Dillenback, 
a  native  of  Germany,  came  to  America  when  a 
young  man  and  settled  in  New  York.  He  probably 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  War  for  he  was  away 
from  home  during  that  time  and  the  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  John  M.  Dillenback,  often  related 
how  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  when  the  war  was 
in  progress,  he  and  his  mother  and  the  rest  of  the 
children  were  taken  from  their  home  by  the  Tories 
and  carried  away  in  a  wagon,  and  how  he  jumped 
out  and  ran  for  the  woods,  but  owing  to  the 
threats  of  their  captors  to  shoot  him  if  he  did  not 


halt  and  the  screams  of  his  mother,  he  returned. 
He  became  a  farmer  of  the  Empire  State  and  there 
died  at  the  age  of  seventy  years. 

John  H.  Dillenback,  father  of  our  subject,  who 
is  now  a  retired    farmer   and    honored   citizen  of 
Woodland,  was  born  in  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y., 
on  the  26th  of  June,    1814,  and  there  remained 
until    1846.     In    September  of   that  year  he  and 
his  brother  Abraham,  accompanied   by  Thaddeus 
Houghton,  made   the   journey  by  wagon  to  Barry 
County,  Mich. ,.  and   located  in  Woodland    Town- 
ship.     John    secured  forty  acres  of  land  on    sec 
tion  14,  which  he  purchased  from  the  Government. 
Building  a  log  house  he  then  cleared  the  farm  and 
bought  additional  land  until  he  owned  at  one  time 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres.     He  acted  as  inter- 
preter for  a  large  German  settlement  that  came  to 
this  county  in  1852.     Selling   his  farm  in  1876  he 
removed  to  where  he  and  his  wife    are   now  living 
retired  lives.     They  were  of  the  six  charter  mem- 
bers which  organized  the  First   Methodist   Church 
at  Woodland,  in  1847,  at  the  Galloway  schoolhouse 
and  have  since  continued  their  connection  with  it, 
their  lives  being  in  harmony  with  their  professions. 
Uncle  John  Dillenback,  as  he  is  familiarly  called, 
is  a  favorite  with  young   and   old,  rich   and   poor, 
and  all  are  glad  to  number  themselves  among  his 
friends. 

Mr.  Dillenback  married  Laura  Rowley,  who  was 
born  in  Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  November  27, 
1809,  the  wedding  taking  place  January  1,  1836. 
Unto  them  were  born  but  two  children — Albert  W. 
and  a  daughter  who  died  at  the  age  of  four  years. 
Mrs.  Dillenback  is  still  hale  and  hearty  and,  like 
her  husband,  shares  in  the  general  love  of  the  com- 
munity. She  has  been  an  active  worker  in  the 
Methodist  Church.  Her  father,  William  Rowley, 
who  was  born  in  Salisbury,  Conn.,  in  1771,  became 
a  farmer  and  drover.  When  a  young  man  he  went 
to  New  York,  where  he  married  Elizabeth  Ray- 
mond, who  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of  ninety- 
three  years.  His  death  occurred  in  1835  when 
sixty-four  years  of  age.  He  was  of  English  lineage, 
his  father,  Phineas  Rowley,  having  been  born  in 
England. 

We  now  take  up  the  history  of  Albert  W.  Dillen- 
back, who  since  the  age  of  seven  years  has  been  ^ 
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resident  of  this  county.  He  attended  the  first 
school  held  in  district  No.  3.  The  building  was  a 
log  structure,  furnished  with  slab  benches  supported 
on  wooden  pins,  and  writing  desks  placed  round 
the  wall.  When  he  had  mastered  all  the  branches 
there  taught  he  continued  reading  and  study  in  his 
leisure  hours  and  is  now  a  man  of  more  than  aver- 
age intelligence.  He  has  taken  an  active  part  in 
the  development  of  the  county,  being  especially 
prominent  in  its  agricultural  interests.  Many  an 
acre  of  land  has  been  cleared  by  the  steady  blows 
of  his  ax,  the  sturdy  monarchs  of  the  forest  falling 
beneath  his  measured  strokes.  He  began  life  for 
himself  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  borrowing  the  money 
with  which  to  purchase  an  ax  and  began  working 
for  his  uncle  at  $16  per  month.  He  then  worked 
for  five  years  chopping  timber  at  $3  per  acre  and 
could  clear  three  acres  per  week.  He  was  married 
at  the  age  of  twenty-three,  at  which  time  his  father 
gave  him  forty  acres  of  land  and  he  purchased  an 
additional  ten  acres.  Then  began  life  in  earnest. 
It  was  on  the  4th  of  June,  1862,  that  Mr.  Dillen- 
back  wedded  Sarah  A.  Galloway,  who  was  born  in 
Barry  County,  September  30,  1844,  and  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Charles  and  Joanna  (Hager)  Galloway,  who 
were  among  the  first  settlers  of  Woodland,  where 
they  arrived  in  1837.  Her  father  died  of  consump- 
tion March  24,  1887,  in  his  seventy-fourth  year. 
He  and  Jonathan  and  Samuel  Haight  were  the  first 
three  white  persons  to  locate  in  Woodland, Town- 
ship, and  he  turned  the  first  furrow  in  the  township. 
Jonathan  Haight  is  the  only  one  now  living.  He 
is  now  eighty  years  of  age  and  resides  on  the  old 
homestead  where  he  settled  fifty-four  years  ago. 
Mr.  Galloway  was  a  man  of  marked  traits  of  char- 
acter, peculiar  in  many  respects  but  possessed  of 
many  qualities  of  sterling  worth.  In  appearance 
and  dress  he  was  very  common,  but  he  was  noted 
for  his  strict  moral  and  religious  habits,  was  kind 
and  benevolent  to  the  poor  and  very  charitable  to 
the  church  and  the  community.  A  man  of  worth 
he  served  many  times  as  guardian  and  administra- 
tor. According  to  his  own  statement  he  never 
bought  a  drink  of  whisky,  smoked  a  cigar  or  pipe 
or  took  a  chew  of  tobacco,  never  went  hunting  or 
fishing,  never  discharged  a  gun  but  once,  never  had 
a  lawsuit,  never  hired  a  man  by  the  month  and  never 


moved  except  from  the  old  house  into  the  new. 
When  he  settled  on  his  farm  in  1837  he  was  single 
and  alone.  He  married  in  1843,  reared  a  family, 
and  after  they  had  grown  up  and  married  his  wife 
died  and  he  found  himself  after  the  lapse  of  many 
years  alone  on  the  same  place  where  he  had  settled 
when  single.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dillenback  were 
born  four  children,  three  of  whom  are  living — Mrs. 
Mattie  O.  Schray,  Charles  H.  and  Roy  D. 

Mr.  Dillenback  enlisted  on  the  9th  of  August,l  862, 
in  Company  A,  Twenty-first  Michigan  Infantry, 
served  three  }'ears,  was  in  fifteen  engagements  and 
was  wounded  three  times.  He  participated  in  the 
battles  of  Perry ville,  Stewart's  Creek,  Stone  River, 
Tullahoma,  Elk  River,  and  Chickamauga  where  he 
received  three  separate  wounds  within  half  an  hour, 
one  in  the  chin,  one  in  the  left  shoulder  and  one  in 
the  right  side.  He  remained  in  the  hospital  at 
Cumberland  for  three  months  and  still  carries 
the  ball  in  his  shoulder.  When  he  had  sufficiently 
recovered  he  rejoined  his  regiment  and  took  part 
in  the  battles  of  Chattanooga,  Brown's  Ferry,  Mis- 
sion Ridge,  Savannah  and  Bentonville.  At  Louis- 
ville the  regiment  joined  the  Cumberland  army  and 
marched  with  Sherman  from  Atlanta  to  the  sea. 
Mr.  Dillenback  participated  in  the  Grand  Review 
at  Washington  and  went  through  the  entire  war 
under  one  flag.  The  regiment  which  numbered 
one  thousand  and  eight  at  the  beginning  had  less 
than  two  hundred  at  the  close,  and  of  the  eighteen 
of  the  company  who  survived  eleven  could  show 
bullet  scars. 

After  receiving  his  discharge  in  June,  1865,  our 
subject  returned  home,  sold  his  fifty  acres  and 
bought  eighty  acres,  which  he  has  since  increased 
to  a  one  hundred  and  sixty-acre  tract,  constituting 
one  of  the  finest  farms  in  the  county.  It  is  under 
a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  has  many  excellent 
improvements.  In  1882  he  erected  a  commodious 
two-story  frame  residence  at  a  cost  of  $1,500,  which 
is  heated  by  furnace  and  supplied  with  all  modern 
conveniences.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church  and  his  wife  of  the  United  Brethren 
Church.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican  and  a  strong 
temperance  worker.  He  held  the  office  of  Highway 
Commissioner  five  years,  was  Supervisor  three 
years   and   many  times   has   refused  nominations. 
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He  is  a  member  of  Leonard  Mauch  Post,  No  241, 
G.  A.  R.,  and  at  the  last  reunion  of  his  regiment  in 
Grand  Rapids  was  chosen  to  deliver  the  annual 
address  at  the  next  reunion  to  be  held  October  8, 
1891.  His  life  record  is  that  of  a  Christian  gentle- 
man who  has  been  true  to  every  duty  and  there- 
fore has  won  the  confidence  and  respect  of  all. 


\i?  UVAN  W.  HILDRETH.  For  nearly  half  a 
HI  //g)  century  this  gentleman  has  been  a  resident 
jIL-^  of  Chester  Township,  Eaton  County,  and  so 
well  has  he  prosecuted  his  worldly  affairs  that  he 
has  acquired  ample  means  and  has  for  a  number  of 
years  been  the  largest  resident  tax-payer  in  the 
township.  In  former  years  he  owned  a  large 
amount  of  land,  but  he  has  disposed  of  all  but  two 
hundred  and  fifty-four  acres,  on  which  he  lives  in 
a  fine  house  surrounded  by  all  the  conveniences  and 
adornments  of  modern  farm  life,  when  means  are 
not  lacking  to  procure  whatever  is  desired.  The 
large  estate  of  Mr.  Hildreth  has  been  acquired  by 
his  own  industrious,  long-continued  and  wise  ef- 
forts, as  he  began  his  career  without  means  other 
than  his  natural  ability  and  the  fundamental  edu- 
cation acquired  in  early  manhood. 

It  is  believed  that  William  Hildreth,  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  was  an  Englishman.  He  settled  in 
New  Hampshire  prior  to  the  Revolution,  and  died 
in  that  State.  His  son  John,  father  of  L.  W.,  was 
born  there  in  1780,  and  went  thence  to  New  York, 
where  he  died  in  1827,  at  the  age  of  forty-seven 
years.  He  fought  in  the  War  of  1812,  being  called 
out  as  a  minute  man,  and  took  part  in  the  battle  of 
Sackett's  Harbor.  His  occupation  was  blacksmith- 
ing.  His  wife,  formerly  Sally  Cook,  was  born  in 
Connecticut  and  died  in  Ohio  more  than  forty 
years  ago.  Their  family  included  five  children, 
four  of  whom  are  now  living. 

In  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.,  L.  W.  Hildreth 
opened  his  eyes  to  the  light,  December  12,  1814. 
The  school  privileges  enjoyed  by  the  masses  were 
not  very  good,  but  such  as  they  were  the  lad  took 
advantage  of  prior  to  the  death  of  his  father,  which 
occurred  when  he  was  twelve  years  old.     He  was 


then  thrown  upon  his  own  resources  and  became  a 
choreboy,  a  capacity  in  which  he  labored  some 
three  years.  He  then  began  working  in  a  foundry, 
and  learning  the  trade  of  a  molder,  he  followed  it 
for  about  thirteen  years.  In  the  meantime  he  re- 
moved to  Trumbull  County,  Ohio,  where  he  owned 
and  operated  a  furnace,  and  for  four  years  he  con- 
ducted a  business  in  Portage  County. 

In  1843  Mr.  Hildreth  came  to  Michigan  and  set- 
tled in  the  township  that  is  still  his  home.  He 
bought  a  tract  of  woodland  which  by  slow  and 
painful  degrees  he  denuded  of  its  timber  and  fitted 
for  cultivation.  At  that  time  wild  game  was  plen- 
tiful, and  some  Indians  still  roamed  over  the  coun- 
try, and  the  now  thriving  towns  were  either  small 
villages,  tiny  hamlets  or  undreamed  of.  There  were 
no  roads  in  the  section  in  which  Mr.  Hildreth  lo- 
cated other  than  an  Indian  trail,  or  a  track  made  by 
some  passing  traveler  who  was  searching  for  a  spot 
on  which  to  settle.  Mr.  Hildreth  was  obliged  to 
go  to  Marshall  and  Battle  Creek  to  secure  necessary 
supplies  and  to  have  his  grain  ground.  That  he 
endured  the  privations,  and  shared  in  the  toils  that 
are  inseparable  from  such  a  state  of  existence  is 
scarcely  necessary  to  say.  As  he  was  prospered  in 
his  affairs  he  added  to  his  conveniences,  but  did 
not  relax  his  activities  until  quite  recently. 

In  1861  Mr.  Hildreth  engaged  in  milling,  and 
continued  to  manufacture  lumber  until  within  a 
few  years  past.  He  shipped  the  products  of  his 
mill  to  nearly  all  parts  of  the  world,  and  his  opera- 
tions as  a  farmer  were  almost  equally  extensive, 
although  he  found  a  market  near  home.  He  raises 
all  kinds  of  stock  and  is  careful  to  have  only  good 
breeds  and  grades  of  animals. 

June  27,  1835,  Mr.  Hildreth  secured  the  blessing 
of  a  good  wife,  being  on  that  day  married  to  Jane 
R.  Strawder.  This  lady  was  born  in  the  Buckeye 
State  in  1813,  and  is  a  daughter  of  William,  and 
Elizabeth  (Moore)  Strawder,  who  were  born  in  Vir- 
ginia, and  belonged  to  old  and  honored  families 
there.  Mr.  Strawder  died  in  Ohio,  and  his  widow 
in  Michigan.  The  congenial  union  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hildreth  has  been  blest  to  them  by  the  birth 
of  nine  children,  as  follows:  William  C,  deceased; 
Perrinth,  now  Mrs.  U.  Prindle;  Mary  E.,  wife  of 
Oscar  Phillips;  Jenny  S.;  Lydia  L„  wife  of  Sydney 
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Harmon;  John  W.,  deceased;  Hiram  O.,  a  farmer 
in  Chester  Township,  Eaton  County;  Lucilla  L. 
and  Louisa,  deceased. 

The  political  affiliation  of  Mr.  Hildreth  is  with 
the  Democrats,  as  he  is  fully  convinced  that  in  the 
principles  of  their  party  lies  the  future  hope  of  the 
nation.  Although  his  time  and  attention  have 
mainly  been  given  to  his  personal  affairs,  he  has 
served  in  several  township  offices  and  has  done  well 
what  he  had  to  do  as  a  servant  of  the  people.  He 
and  his  estimable  wife  are  highly  respected  by  a 
large  circle  of  acquaintances,  and  their  usefulness 
is  recognized  far  and  near. 

A  lithographic  portrait  of  Mr.  Hildreth  appears 
on  another  page  of  this  volume. 


^\  YRON  STUART.  It  needs  but  a  glance  at 
the  various  estates  which  make  up  the 
greater  part  of  the  territory  of  Eaton 
County,  to  determine  in  a  large  degree  the 
character  of  the  occupants.  Poor  and  inadequate 
buildings,  tumble-down  fences  and  fields  in  which 
the  weeds  struggle  for  the  mastery  with  poor  crops, 
afford  conclusive  evidence  of  the  lack  of  ability  of 
the  manager,  while  neat  fences,  carefully  tilled  fields 
and  well  kept  buildings,  are  characteristic  of  the 
thrift,  energy  and  determination  of  the  owners. 
Our  subject  a  native  of  the  county,  though  a  young 
man,  is  an  honor  to  the  agricultural  community  of 
Brookfield  Township,  where  he  owns  a  tract  of  im- 
proved land  and  has  a  pleasant  home.  He  is  the 
son  of  Eben  P.  Stuart,  a  native  of  Niagara  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  was  born  January  24,  1822.  His  father 
came  to  Michigan  in  1831  and  settled  in  Lodi 
Township,  Washtenaw  County.  His  grandfather, 
Ezekiel  Stuart,  was  a  farmer  in  New  York  State. 

The  Stuart  family  lived  in  Washtenaw  County 
for  about  four  }'ears,  and  then  removed  to  Jackson 
County,  Mich.,  where  the  elder  Mr.  Stuart  died  in 
1862,  at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-seven  years. 
In  a  family  of  five  sons,  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
is  the  youngest.  The  Stuarts  were  of  Scotch  de- 
scent. The  father  of  our  subject  lived  in  Jackson 
County  from  1835  to  1846,  when   he   removed  to 


Calhoun  County,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  for 
about  four  years.  In  the  year  1852  he  crossed  the 
plains  to  California,  being  four  months  and  twenty- 
seven  days  on  the  way.  He  kept  a  diary  during 
his  trip  but  had  it  stolen  from  him  while  he  was 
lying  sick  with  mountain  fever  and  smallpox.  He 
settled  in  California,  where  he  remained  for  two 
years,  engaging  in  placer  mining.  He  was  quite 
successful  in  this  work  and  after  accumulating  some 
wealth  he  returned  to  his  former  home  by  water. 
He  then  purchased  Government  land  in  Isabel 
County  in  1855.  This  tract  of  land  was  heavily 
wooded,  but  in  the  space  of  four  years  he  sue- 
ceeded  in  clearing  about  seventy  acres. 

In  1859  Mr.  Stuart  traded  this  land  for  a  farm 
in  Brookfield  Township,  Eaton  County,  to  which 
he  removed.  This  farm  was  only  partly  improved. 
He  has  continued  to  reside  upon  the  same,  carefully 
improving  and  cultivating  it.  He  enlisted  in  1864 
in  the  Twenty-eighth  Michigan  Infantry,  and 
served  until  the  close  of  the  Rebellion.  His  regi- 
ment was  held  in  reserve  during  the  battle  of  Nash- 
ville, and  afterward  was  removed  to  Alexandria, 
Ya.,  where  Mr.  Stuart  was  confined  in  the  hospital 
some  time.  He  was  discharged  at  Philadelphia  in 
June,  1865.  He  was  twice  married,  first  in  1846  to 
Miss  Hulda  R.  Hammond,  a  native  of  New  York 
who  died  in  1851.  He  was  a  second  time  married 
in  1855  to  Miss  Jane  South  worth,  also  a  native  of 
New  York. 

Myron,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  an  only 
child.  His  mother  died  December  20,  1863,  and 
was  during  her  life  a  consistent  member  of  the 
United  Brethren  Church.  His  father  held  the  posi- 
tion of  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  some  time.  Mr. 
Stuart,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Isa- 
bel County,  Mich.,  and  reared  on  a  farm,  receiving 
but  a  common-school  education  and  assisting  his 
father  in  his  work  until  he  reached  the  age  of  ma- 
turity.    He  then  began  farming  on  his  own  account. 

In  June,  1881,  the  rites  of  wedlock  were  cele- 
brated between  our  subject  and  Miss  Cora  E. 
Osborn.  This  congenial  union  has  been  blessed  by 
the  birth  of  thr^e  children:  Huldah  E.,  H.  Plynn 
and  Ruby.  Mrs.  Stuart  was  the  daughter  of  J. 
Alverton  and  Lucinda  Osborn,  born  September  5, 
1863.     Mrs.   Stuart's    father   was   born  in  Eaton 
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County  and  her  mother  in  the  State  of  New  York. 
Her  father  died  in  1865,  the  mother  is  still  living 
in  Eaton  County. 

Mr.  Stuart,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  is  one  of 
the  rising  young  farmers,  and  has  been  placed  in 
prominent  positions  in  his  political  party.  He  was 
sent  a  delegate  to  the  district  and  State  conventions 
by  the  Democrat  party.  He  was  elected  Township 
Clerk  in  1885,  and  served  four  years,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1890  was  elected  Supervisor.  Socially 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  Patrons  of  Industry  and  Alliance  League. 
The  Stuart  homestead,  on  which  this  happy  family 
resides  contains  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
finely  improved  land.  He  engages  quite  extensively 
in  stock-raising  and  has  introduced  the  Short-horn 
breed  of  cattle.  He  has  some  sound,  fine  specimens 
of  the  bovine  tribe.  Mr.  Stuart  has  taken  a  promi- 
nent part  in  all  work  that  tends  to  the  true  civiliza- 
tion of  mankind,  and  not  being  bound  down  by 
denominational  prejudice  he  has  greatly  aided  the 
cause  of  religion  in  all  directions. 


*E 


ROF.  CHARLES  D.  SPAFFORD.  A  sub- 
ject  of  paramount  importance  to  the  in- 
habitants of  any  section  is  that  of  schools. 
The  early  settlers  of  Kalamo  Township, 
Eaton  County,  have  established  as  excellent  a 
school  system  as  possible,  and  improved  upon  their 
early  work  as  fast  as  circumstances  would  admit. 
It  gives  us  pleasure  to  sketch  the  leading  incidents 
in  the  career  of  one  to  whom  the  instruction  and 
care  of  those  of  tender  years  is  given,  and  whose 
record  both  as  teacher  and  man  is  so  commendable 
as  that  of  Prof.  Spafford,  who  is  one  of  the  most 
enterprising  and  public-spirited  men  of  his  vicinity. 
He  is  at  present  residing  on  section  12,  on  a  farm 
which  contains  forty  acres,  which  property  is  owned 
by  his  mother-in-law. 

Our  subject's  grandfather  and  father  were  na- 
tives of  New  York,  and  his  great-grandfather  a 
native  of  Ireland.  The  grandfather  in  later  years 
removed  to  Portage  County,  Ohio,  where  he  re- 
aided  until  his  death.     The  father  of  our  subject 


was  engaged  in  farming  in  Oneida  County,  N.  Y., 
but  removed  to  Portage  County  in  1851,  and  set- 
tied  on  a  farm,  and  subsequently  in  1864  came  to 
Michigan  and  located  in  Chester  Township,  Eaton 
County,  on  a  section  of  land  containing  fifty  acres. 
This  farm  was  situated  in  the  midst  of  the  woods. 
He  cleared  a  part  of  it  and  erected  a  log  house  in 
which  to  shelter  his  family.  He  continued  the  work 
of  improving  and  beautifying  his  place  until  his 
death  in  1875  at  the  age  of  sixty-three  years.  The 
mother  of  our  subject,  Mary  Filkins,  was  born  in 
Oneida  County,  N.  Y.  Her  grandfather  was  a  na- 
tive of  New  York.  Her  great-grandfather  served 
in  the  Revolutionary  War.  The  mother  is  quite  an 
elderly  lady,  being  in  her  sixty- sixth  year,  and  is  at 
present  residing  with  a  son  in  Chester  Township. 
She  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

Our  subject  is  the  fourth  child  in  order  of  birth 
in  a  family  of  eight  children,  and  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Augusta,  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1849, 
and  was  two  j'ears  old  when  his  father  removed  to 
Ohio.  Prof.  Spafford  volunteered  and  enlisted  in 
the  Twenty  fourth  Michigan  Infantry  in  1865,  but 
was  rejected  on  account  of  his  youthful  appearance 
and  lack  of  height.  While  still  in  his  teens  Prof. 
Spafford  began  teaching  school  and  he  has  made 
this  his  profession  in  life  ever  since.  Nearly  ail  of 
the  schools  over  which  he  presided  were  those  of 
Chester  and  Kalamo  Townships.  In  all  he  has  taught 
forty  terms  and  thirteen  of  those  in  his  home  dis- 
trict. He  is  one  of  the  oldest  teachers  in  the  county 
and  is  at  present  in  charge  of  one  of  the  schools  in 
this  township.  In  connection  with  his  teaching  he 
operates  his  mother-in-law's  farm  and  engages  quite 
extensively  in  stock-raising.  He  has  resided  on  this 
place  since  1870.  He  was  united  in  marriage,  Sep- 
tember 25,  1870,  to  Miss  Corlista  Reed,  a  native  of 
New  York,  who  is  the  daughter  of  Charles  and  Har- 
riet Reed,  natives  of  the  same  State.  They  came  to 
Michigan  in  the  early  days  of  its  settlement  and  lo- 
cated in  Kalamo  Township.  Mr.  Reed  has  been 
dead  for  some  time.  Mrs.  Reed  resides  with  our 
subject.  * 

Prof.  Spafford  and  his  wife  have  been  blessed  by 
the  advent  of  one  child,  a  son  named  Rex.  Our 
subject  was  Superintendent  of  the  township  schools 
for  four  years,  and  for  eleven  years  past   has  been 
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Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  does  more  business  in 
that  line  than  any  other  in  the  township.  He  is 
prominently  connected  with  the  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons  of  Kalamo  and  was  Master  in  the  order  for 
one  year.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Patrons  of 
Industry,  was  at  one  time  President  of  the  order 
and  is  now  serving  in  the  capacity  of  Secretary. 
In  politics  he  is  a  Republican  and  frequently  serves 
as  delegate  to  county  conventions.  In  1890  he 
served  as  Census  Enumerator  for  Kalamo  Town- 
ship. Prof.  Spafford  is  an  honorable  and  upright 
man  and  his  loyal  discharge  of  the  duties  of  citi- 
zenship, have  won  him  universal  respect.  He  has 
been  identified  with  ail  the  movements  that  tended 
to  elevate  the  social,  moral  and  educational  standing 
of  the  community  and  is  liberal  in  his  support  of 
all  things  that  will  in  any  way  enhance  the  welfare 
of  the  township.  During  his  long  and  varied  ex- 
perience in  pedagogy  he  has  gained  scores  of  friends 
and  may  be  termed  a  ''teacher  of  teachers.'*  He  has 
been  local  correspondent  for  nineteen  years  of  the 
Charlotte  Republican. 

ANIEL  E.  BIRDSALL,  who  resides  on 
section  13,  Hastings  Township,  Barry 
County,  is  a  representative  of  one  of  the 
early  families  of  this  community,  and 
since  1858  has  been  identified  with  its  history.  In 
that  year  his  father  came  from  New  York  to  Mich- 
igan for  the  purpose  of  taking  charge  of  a  large 
farm  owned  b}r  D.  &  L.  Angevine,  New  York  cap- 
italists, members  of  a  large  wholesale  flour  firm. 
He  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade  and  while  residing 
in  the  Empire  State  did  the  repairing  of  the  tools 
for  the  company  that  built  the  great  Croton  Acque- 
duct.  In  1860  he  removed  to  the  city  of  Hastings 
and  opened  a  blacksmith's  shop.  The  following 
year,  when  the  war  broke  out,  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany E,  a01d"  Third  Michigan  Infantry,  was  sent 
South,  then  on  to  the  Potomac  and  participated  in 
the  battle  of  Bull  Run.  He  served  for  three  years. 
Our  subject,  following  in  the  footsteps  of  his 
worthy  sire,  also  enlisted  in  Company  E,  u01d'" 
Th'rd   Michigan  Infantry,  and  like   him  was  sent 


first  to  the  Potomac.  The  following  spring  he 
was  sent  to  Yorktown  with  his  regiment,  and  then 
participated  in  the  campaign  under  McClellan.  The 
following  October,  camps  were  pitched  at  Ellword's 
Ferry,  where  the  troops  remained  until  the  23d  of 
the  month,  at  which  time  they  were  sent  to  Fal- 
mouth, where  they  went  into  winter  quarters.  At 
the  battle  of  Gettysburg  the  following  summer  Mr. 
Birdsall  was  wounded  by  a  piece  of  shell  striking 
him  in  the  head,  but  within  a  week  he  rejoined  his 
regiment.  He  participated  in  many  of  the  hard- 
fought  engagements  of  the  war,  including  the  bat- 
tles of  the  Wilderness,  Spottsylvania,  Cold  Harbor, 
Bull  Run,  Williamsburg,  Fair  Oaks,  Savage  Station, 
Peach  Orchard,  Glendale,  White  Oak  Swamps, 
Malvern  Hill,  the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run,  Fred- 
ericksburg. Mine  River,  North  Anna,  Pittsburg, 
Chancellorsville,  and  Hatchies'  Run  where  he  was 
wounded  in  the  right  arm,  a  ball  passing  through 
his  wrist.  He  enlisted  as  a  private  but  was  pro- 
moted to  Corporal,  then  to  Sergeant,  and  then  to 
First  Lieutenant  of  Company  E,  with  which  rank 
he  was  mustered  out,  receiving  his  discharge  on  the 
10th  of  June,  1865.  Much  has  been  written  con- 
cerning the  war,  yet  a  complete  record  of  the  brav- 
ery of  the  boys  in  blue  will  never  be  given  in 
history.  It  is  impossible  to  adequately  describe 
their  sufferings  and  the  hardships  which  they 
endured,  but  they  will  never  cease  to  be  spoken  of 
with  gratitude,  while  their  memory  is  enshrined  in 
the  hearts  of  their  countrymen  who  honor  them  as 
self-sacrificing  defenders  of  the  nation. 

After  four  years  of  faithful  service  Mr.  Birdsall 
returned  to  his  home  in  Barry  County  and  settled 
in  Hastings,  where  he  engaged  in  the  carpenter's 
and  joiner's  trade,  having  learned  the  business 
before  entering  the  war.  In  the  spring  of  1873  he 
purchased  his  present  farm,  which  consists  of 
eighty  acres  of  valuable  land,  and  began  its  im- 
provement. As  a  helpmate  on  life's  journey  he 
chose  Miss  Sarah  McClellan,  daughter  of  Lewis 
McClellan,  who  came  to  Michigan  in  1836,  settling 
in  this  county,  on  what  is  known  as  the  Poor 
House  Farm,  from  which  he  cleared  the  timber. 
He  placed  his  land  under  cultivation  and  did  much 
in  the  way  of  improving  the  county,  being  ever 
found  in  the  front  ranks  in  any  enterprise  caicu- 
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lated  to  benefit  the  community.  His  progressive 
and  public-spirited  ideas  made  him  a  leader,  and 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  1860,  proved  a  loss  to 
the  county.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Melirena  Alden,  still  survives  her  husband  and 
makes  her  home  with  our  subject.  She  was  born 
in  New  York,  in  1825,  and  traces  her  ancestry 
back  to  the  Pilgrim  Fathers,  who  landed  in  this 
country  from  the  "Mayflower"  in  1620.  Mrs.  Bird- 
sail  is  their  eldest  daughter,  the  family  numbering 
one  boy  and  five  girls.  Three  of  the  sisters  are 
now  deceased. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Birdsali  have  been  born 
three  children,  but  their  eldest,  Lewis,  died  in 
infancy ;  Henry  E.  married  Emma  Barnes,  and  is 
now  living  in  Grand  Rapids;  while  Charles  D., 
who  completes  the  family,  is  at  home.  Mr.  Bird- 
sail  was  a  member  of  the  "Kearney  Cross"  during 
the  late  war  and  still  has  in  his  possession  the 
insignia  of  the  order,  a  cross,  which  was  presented 
to  him  by  Gen.  Sickles.  He  has  held  the  office  of 
Trustee  of  Hastings  City  and  after  the  charter  was 
granted  became  one  of  its  first  Aldermen.  He  also 
served  as  Township  Treasurer  three  terms.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  Post  of  Hast- 
ings. We  have  in  Mr.  Birdsali  a  prominent  citi- 
zen, not  only  well  but  favorably  known  throughout 
the  county  where  for  many  years  he  has  resided. 


^f^PHRAIM  H.  BAILEY,  who  is  well  known 
h*}  in  musical  circles  in  Eaton  County  as  a  tal- 
/|L^  ented  musician,  is  connected  with  the  busi- 
ness interests  of  Charlotte  as  the  proprietor  of  a 
finely  fitted  up  &tore,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the 
sale  of  books,  stationery,  jewelry,  music,  musical 
instruments,  etc.,  besides  carrying  a  very  large  and 
fine  assortment  of  wall  paper.  Our  subject  is  of 
English  birth  and  antecedents,  born  in  the  town  of 
Elland,  Yorkshire,  England,  March  4,  1832.  His 
father,  James  Bailey,  was  a  native  of  the  same 
place,  and  was  a  son  of  Richard  Bailey,  who  passed 
his  entire  life  in  Yorkshire,  dying  at  the  advanced 
age  of  ninety-two  years. 

The  grandfather  of  Ephraim  H.  was  a  factory 


operator  in  the  old  country,  and  was  foreman  in 
the  loom  department  for  many  years.  When  quite 
advanced  in  life  he  came  to  America  to  spend  his 
last  days  with  his  children,  and  died  at  Portland, 
Ionia  County,  this  State,  when  he  was  seventy-eight 
years  old.  He  had  two  sons  and  three  daughters 
who  came  to  this  country,  namely:  James;  Joshua, 
who  served  in  the  late  war,  and  sacrificed  his  life 
for  the  land  of  his  adoption,  dying  in  Anderson- 
ville  Prison;  Mary,  Elizabeth,  and  Ann. 

James  Bailey  was  reared  and  married  in  his 
native  shire,  Sovinah  Pitchforth,  who  was  also  of 
Yorkshire  birth,  becoming  his  wife.  In  1841,  in 
the  fall  of  the  year,  he  set  sail  from  Liverpool  with 
his  wife  and  six  children,  in  the  sail  vessel  "Syl- 
vanus  Jenkins,"  bound  for  the  New  World.  The 
good  ship  arrived  safely  in  port  at  New  York  City 
December  10,  of  the  same  year,  and  Mr.  Bailey 
and  his  family,  after  a  stay  of  ten  days  in  that 
metropolis,  made  their  wrav  by  rail  and  canal  to 
Utica,  N.  Y.,  and  thence  to  Hartford,  in  Oneida 
County,  in  that  State,  where  they  spent  the  winter. 
In  the  following  May  they  came  to  Eaton  County 
by  the  way  of  Buffalo  and  from  there  by  water  to 
Detroit,  thence  by  rail  to  Jackson,  which  was  then 
the  nearest  railway  station  to  Charlotte,  which  was 
but  a  hamlet  in  a  sparsely  settled,  wild  country, 
where  deer,  bears,  wolves  and  other  wild  animals 
roamed  at  will. 

The  family  located  on  land  which  the  father  had 
bought  in  Chester  Township.  Four  months  later 
they  removed  to  Battle  Creek,  which  at  that  time 
was  a  small  village,  with  no  railway  communica- 
tions with  the  outside  world.  Mr.  Bailey  followed 
the  business  of  silk-weaving  in  that  city,  and  also 
gave  lessons  in  vocal  and  instrumental  music,  he 
being  a  proficient  musician.  In  1848  he  bought  a 
farm  in  Clinton  County,  and  for  the  ensuing  five 
years  gave  his  attention  to  farming.  At  the  expi- 
ration of  that  time  he  disposed  of  his  farm  there 
and  bought  one  in  Portland  Township,  Ionia 
County,  where  he  resided  some  years.  His  last 
days  were  spent  in  retirement  at  Portland,  in  the 
enjoyment  of  an  income  ample  for  all  his  wants, 
and  his  long  and  honorable  life  was  brought  to  a 
close  there  at  the  age  of  seventy  eight  years.  His 
wife   died    there   at   the   age  of  sixty-nine  years. 
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Those  worthy  people  were  the  parents  of  nine  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  Jessie,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
thirteen  years;  Ephraim  H. ;  IVJannasseh,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  twenty-five  }Tears;  Miriam,  Cyrus; 
Aseneth,  who  died  when  two  years  old ;  Mary, 
Joseph,  and  James. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  review  was  ten 
years  old  when  he  came  to  this  country  with  his 
parents.  He  laid  the  foundation  of  his  education 
in  the  pioneer  schools  of  Battle  Creek,  and  after 
the  removal  of  the  family  to  the  farm  in  Clinton 
County  he  attended  school  in  the  winters  only,  and 
assisted  in  the  farm  work  the  rest  of  the  year. 
After  he  was  twenty-one  he  taught  and  attended 
school  alternately  for  two  years,  and  then  went  to 
New  York  City  to  perfect  himself  in  music,  as  he 
had  inherited  much  of  his  father's  musical  genius. 
He  studied  the  art  at  the  Normal  School  in  that 
city  one  season,  and  the  two  seasons  following  was 
a  student  in  the  Boston  Conservatory  of  Music, 
where  he  made  rapid  progress  under  the  best  of 
teachers. 

On  his  return  from  his  sojourn  in  the  East,  Mr. 
Bailey  taught  vocal  and  instrumental  music  in  dif- 
ferent places  in  Michigan  and  Indiana  with  good 
success,  establishing  a  high  reputation  for  artistic 
merit  and  for  his  methods  of  imparting  his  knowl- 
edge of  the  technique  of  his  profession.  He  finally 
established  himself  at  Charlotte,  continuing  his 
vocation  which  eventual lj-  led  him  to  the  sale  of 
sheet  music  and  musical  instruments,  and  he 
opened  a  store  in  this  city  for  that  purpose.  From 
that  small  beginning  has  grown  his  present  extensive 
business  as  one  of  the  leading  merchants  in  the  line 
in  this  part  of  Michigan.  His  establishment  is  a  well- 
appointed  double  store,  with  a  frontage  of  forty- 
four  feet  and  a  depth  of  sixty  feet.  He  carries  a 
large  and  well-selected  stock  of  standard  books, 
including  school  books,  and  also  has  a  fine  assort- 
ment of  stationery,  jewelry,  music  and  musical 
instruments,  and  many  other  articles  such  as  are 
found  in  the  best  equipped  stores  of  the  kind.  Mr. 
Bailey  has  a  very  large  trade  in  wall-paper,  that 
branch  of  the  business  extending  all  over  Eaton 
County. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  1859   to  Miss  Lucy 
A.,   daughter   of  George  W.  and   Hannah  Jones.   I 


She  is  a  native  of  New  York.  Their  home  is 
pleasant  and  attractive,  and  the  center  of  a  genial 
hospitality,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bailey  being  people  of 
high  social  standing  in  this  community.  Politically 
Mr.  Bailey  is  a  stanch  Republican. 


wv<£— ♦♦ 


Z^*"*  w***- 


JOSEPH  P.  DeRIEMER  is  the   only    repre- 
sentative of  the  DeRiemer  family  in  Eaton 
Count}',  and   is  a  worthy  son  of  a  sire  who 
)8gj)    was  numbered  among  the  early  settlers  and 
took  a  considerable  part  in  the  development  of  this 
section  some  years  ago.     Our  subject  occupies  an 
eighty-acre  farm  on  section  27,  Bellevue  Township, 
and  owns  a  tract  of  thirty-two  acres  in   Assyria 
Township,  Barry  County,  also.     The  home  farm  is 
well  fenced  and  bears  suitable  buildings,  including 
a   homelike  dwelling  and   two  barns.      The  land, 
with  the  exception  of  eight  acres  which  is  left  to 
timber  culture,  is  under  the  plow  or  given  to  the 
adornments   and    conveniences    of    farm    life.     A 
thrifty  orchard  is  one  of  the  institutions  here,  and 
altogether  the  place  presents  an  attractive  appear- 
ance.    Mr.   DeRiemer  raises  cattle  and  hogs  and 
has  a  flock  of  about  two  hundred  sheep,  and  until 
within  a  year  or  two  cultivated  much  wheat.     His 
Barry  County  farm  also  bears  some  improvements. 
The  gentleman  of   whom  we   write  is  of  French 
descent,  as  the  patronymic   indicates.     His  grand- 
father lived  in  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  and  fought 
in  the  War  of  1812.     Nicholas  A.  DeRiemer,  father 
of  our  subject,  was  born  in  the   Empire  State  and 
was  a  sailor  on  the  lakes.     In  1844   he  located  in 
Bellevue  Township,  Eaton  County,  and  began  im- 
proving some  land,  but  having  broken  his  leg  and 
had  other  bad  luck  he  was  compelled   to  abandon 
his  enterprise,  and  being  a  cigarmaker  he  went  into 
the  manufacture  of  cigars.     He  followed  his  trade 
until  his  death  whjch  occurred  in  Bellevue  when  he 
was  fifty-five  years  old.     His  widow  breathed  her 
last  there  after  she  had  passed  the  seventieth  mile- 
stone on  life's  journey.     She  was  born  in  Cayuga 
County,    N.    Y.,   and    bore    the    maiden  name  of 
Fannie  Pettengill.     The  family  of  this  couple  con- 
sisted of  five  children,  namely:  Jacob  B.,  whose 
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home  is  in  Denver,  Colo.;  Mrs.  Susan  Walker,  who 
died  in  Nebraska;  Mrs.  Frances  Parker,  who  lives 
in  Dubuque,  Iowa;  Joseph,  the  subject  of  this 
biography;  and  William,  who  resides  in  Nebraska. 
The  last  named  belonged  to  Merrill's  Horse  during 
the  Civil  War. 

In  Auburn,  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  Joseph 
DeRiemer  was  born  December  3,  1830.  His  school 
privileges  were  good  until  the  family  left  Auburn 
for  the  West,  and  here  also  he  pursued  his  studies, 
though  in  a  log  school  house  in  a  sparsely  settled 
neighborhood.  Deer,  turkeys  and  other  game 
abounded  here,  and  he  hunted  some  when  not 
busied  with  his  books  or  in  the  work  of  improve- 
ment in  which  he  aided  his  father.  When  eighteen 
years  old  he  began  working  out,  teaming  to  Mar- 
shall, Cold  water  and  Union  City,  and  doing  other 
work  that  was  called  for  in  the  neighborhood. 
When  twenty-two  years  old  he  bought  forty  acres 
of  timber  land,  and  having  made  a  small  clearing 
and  raised  a  log  house  he  continued  the  work  of 
development  there  until  the  spring  of  1877.  He 
then  sold  the  property,  which  was  on  section  32, 
Bellevue  Township,  and  bought  the  tract  he  now 
calls  home. 

In  Bellevue,  in  1856,  Mr.  DeRiemer  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Laura  Hunsiker,  daughter  of 
Sylvanus  Hunsiker.  (See  sketch  of  her  brother, 
II.  A.  Hunsiker).  Mrs.  DeRiemer  was  born  was 
born  in  Owaseo,  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  and  came 
to  this  locality  when  but  a  child.  Here  she  was 
educated  and  trained  in  womanly  accomplish- 
ments, and  here  she  taught  several  terras  of  school. 
To  her  and  her  husband  five  children  have  come, 
and  one,  a  son,  Herbert,  died  when  sixteen  years 
old;  Allen  S.,  the  first-born,  is  carrying  on  a  res- 
taurant at  Spokane  Falls,  Wash. ;  Albert  C,  the 
second  child,  is  clerk  in  an  hotel  in  Pierre,  S.  Dak.; 
Alma  G.,  the  fourth  child  and  only  daughter,  is 
the  pride  of  her  parents'  hearts,  and  still  sheds  the 
brightness  of  her  presence  around  their  dwelling; 
she  is  a  young  lady  of  culture  and  refinement,  who, 
after  completing  the  course  of  study  in  the  Belle- 
vue High  School,  has  added  to  her  store  of  knowl- 
edge by  judicious  reading  and  who  originated  the 
kindergarten  in  Bellevue  in  1890.  Frederick,  the 
youngest  child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  DeRiemer,  is  with 


his  parents.     The  two  elder  sons  possess  six  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres  of  land  near  Pierre,  S.  Dak. 

For  years  Mr.  DeRiemer  has  been  a  school  officer 
and  he  has  advanced  the  interests  of  the  public  in 
the  capacity  of  Pathmaster.  He  has  always  been 
interested  in  public  improvements  and  was  a  sub- 
scriber to  the  old  Peninsular  Railroad  when  it  was 
built  through  Bellevue.  He  follows  the  example 
and  teaching  of  his  honored  father  in  being  a 
straight  Democrat.  He  and  his  wife  and  daughter 
belong  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  he 
is  Trustee  and  Steward  in  the  organization  at  Belle- 
vue, whose  house  of  worship  he  helped  to  build. 
Mrs.  DeRiemer  is  a  member  of  the  Ladies'  Home 
Missionary  Society,  and  Miss  Alma  has  been  Sec- 
retary and  President  of  the  Epworth  League,  and 
takes  an  active  part  in  its  work.  In  fact,  all  labor 
for  the  good  of  the  cause  of  Christianity,  and 
while  participating  in  various  public  meetings  and 
projects  do  not  forget  that  their  private  lives  count 
for  even  more  in  the  influence  they  exert.  For 
the  work  which  he  did  during  his  earlier  years 
here,  and  the  share  he  has  taken  in  developing  the 
agricultural  resources  of  this  vicinity  from  that 
time,  Mr.  DeRiemer  is  held  in  excellent  repute 
throughout  this  locality. 


--*-+-gKg&^H~*- 


ffiL^  ARRY  E.  GRAYSON  is  one  of  the  well- 
known  citizens  of  Bellevue,  Eaton  County, 
where  he  has  been  living  more  than  a  score 
of  years,  first  engaged  in  business  as  a  bar- 
ber and  later  superintending  a  farm  and  other 
affairs.  He  is  a  great  sufferer  and  unable  to  walk 
but  is  capable  of  managing  with  prudence  those 
matters  in  which  he  is  interested,  and  all  are  thor- 
oughly overseen.  He  has  two  residences  and  lots 
in  town,  the  buildings  designed  by  himself,  and 
owns  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  on  sec- 
tions 33  and  34,  Bellevue  Township,  which  is  well 
cultivated  and  bears  adequate  buildings.  This 
outlying  tract  is  devoted  to  horticulture  and  stock- 
raising,  a  specialty  being  made  of  standard  bred 
Mansfield  horses,  and  it  is  under  the  supervision  of 
the  owner. 
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The  paternal  grandfather  of  Mr.  Grayson  was  an 
African  chieftain,  and  his  tribe  being  at  enmity 
with  a  neighboring  one,  war  was  waged  and  the 
chieftain  taken  prisoner.  His  brother  and  others 
of  his  tribe  were  also  captured  by  their  enemies 
and  the  brother  was  eaten.  The  chief  not  being 
in  good  flesh  was  spared  by  the  cannibals,  taken  to 
the  coast  and  sold,  and  thence  brought  to  Mary- 
land in  bondage.  His  son  Pompey  was  the  prop 
erty  of  the  Edmondsons  who  with  about  forty  fam- 
ilies from  the  same  neighborhood  removed  to  Onta- 
rio County,  N.  Y.  There,  by  an  act  of  Congress 
passed  in  1826,  Pompey  became  a  free  man,  and 
after  his  emancipation  he  engaged  in  farming  near 
Canandaigua.  His  last  years  were  spent  at  Clifton 
Springs  and  he  died  in  1866  at  the  venerable  age 
of  ninety-six  years.  He  was  a  devout  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  His  wife,  Matilda 
Dorsey,  was  born  in  Maryland,  and  became  free 
under  the  same  act  as  her  husband,  her  former  mas- 
ter, Mr.  Ormes,  having  removed  to  New  York,  as 
did  the  Edmondsons.  She  died  in  Ontario  County, 
that  State,  when  eighty-four  years  old.  The  fam- 
ily consisted  of  eleven  children,  Harry  E.  being 
next  to  the  youngest. 

Mr.  Grayson  was  born  November  18,  1831,  in 
Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  eight  miles  east  of  Canan- 
daigua. He  was  reared  on  the  farm  and  attended 
the  district  school,  and  gave  a  part  of  his  time  to 
work  at  various  occupations.  When  twelve  years 
old  he  first  took  the  place  of  towboy  on  the  canal, 
and  worked  as  such,  off  and  on,  until  he  was  twenty- 
three  years  old,  then  worked  his  way  to  the  place 
of  steersman.  He  made  his  home  under  the  paren- 
tal roof  until  he  was  seventeen  years  old.  After 
having  been  steersman  several  years,  he  worked  on 
a  farm  and  in  a  sawmill,  becoming  an  experienced 
sawyer,  and  also  ground  plaster  and  water  lime  at 
Manchester.  He  was  working  on  a  farm  when  the 
war  broke  out  and  he  felt  a  desire  to  aid  in  the 
preservation  of  the  Union  and  the  defense  of  the 
principles  laid  down  in  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  Grayson  could  not  enlist  in  New  York,  as 
Horatio  Seymour,  then  Governor,  would  not  accept 
colored  troops,  so  he  came  to  Michigan,  and  on 
December  23,  1863,  was  enrolled  in  Company  H, 
One  Hundred  and  Second  United  States  Colored 


Troops.  He  was  mustered  into  the  service 
at  Detroit,  sent  South,  and  at  Hilton  Head  the 
command  was  turned  over  to  the  Government  and 
called  the  One  Hundred  and  Second  United  States 
Colored  Troops.  After  a  short  experience  as  a 
soldier  Mr.  Grayson  suffered  from  an  abscess  and 
was  relieved  from  active  duties  and  sent  to  the  hos- 
pital. He  recovered  somewhat  but  was  not  able  to 
rejoin  his  regiment,  and  was  made  Wardmaster 
in  the  convalescent  camp,  where  he  became  so  use- 
ful that  Dr.  Way  was  not  willing  to  dispense  with 
his  services  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  relieved 
the  Doctor  of  many  of  the  business  details  of  the 
work,  but  was  finally  discharged,  being  mustered 
out  June  8,  1865. 

Returning  to  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  via  New 
York  City,  Mr.  Grayson  came  on  to  Battle  Creek 
within  a  few  weeks,  his  wife  being  here  at  that  time. 
He  was  not  able  to  do  farm  work  as  he  could  not 
walk  and  so  apprenticed  himself  to  a  barber  at 
Jones ville,  remaining  there  six  weeks  and  then 
spending  a  short  time  in  Jackson.  Thence  he  went 
to  Albion  and  in  December  returned  to  Battle 
Creek  and  bought  an  interest  in  a  shop,  where  he 
continued  to  work  until  the  fall  of  1866.  He  then 
sold  out,  came  to  Bellevue  and  bought  into  a  shop 
with  Collins  Hurst.  A  year  later  he  bought  out 
his  partner  and  carried  on  the  business  alone  until 
he  was  smitten  by  a  paralytic  stroke,  resulting 
from  the  abscess.  His  recovery  from  the  stroke  is 
one  of  the  remarkable  incidents  in  the  history  of 
medicine,  and  can  only  be  accounted  for  by  the 
extraordinary  strength  of  his  constitution.  For 
five  years  he  literally  fought  death,  and  he  has 
suffered  ever  since  from  fistula.  His  illness  being 
traceable  to  injuries  received  while  in  the  discharge 
of  his  duty  as  a  soldier,  he  is  in  receipt  of  a  pension 
of  $72  a  month. 

At  East  Rush,  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1858, 
Mr.  Grayson  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
S?rah  J.  Varnum.  This  lady  was  born  in  Mendon, 
of  that  county,  September  8,  1831,  being  a  daugh- 
ter of  Isaac  and  Hannah  (Simmons)  Varnum,  who 
were  born  in  Rhinebeck,  N.  Y.  The  mother  died 
in  the  Empire  State  in  February,  1883,  at  the  age 
of  four-score  and  ten  years,  and  the  father  breathed 
his  last   the   same    month,  he  being  eighty-three 
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years  old.  He  became  free  by  the  Act  of  1826, 
and  removing  to  Monroe  County,  engaged  in  farm- 
ing and  became  the  owner  of  sixty- three  and  three- 
fourths  acres  of  land  there.  He  and  his  wife  reared 
six  children,  Mrs.  Grayson  being  the  third  in  order 
of  birth.  She  was  reared  within  sound  of  Honeoye 
Falls,  and  received  a  good  common-school  educa- 
tion. She  has  borne  her  husband  three  children — 
Eienora,  who  died  at  Clifton  Springs,  N.  Y.,  when 
twenty-eight  years  old;  Lester,  who  is  in  charge  of 
the  Moore  Club  Rooms  in  Detroit;  and  Nina,  for- 
merly the  wife  of  Adelbert  Martin,  who  died  in 
Belle vue  when  twenty-one  years  old,  leaving  two 
children. 

Mr.  Grayson  possesses  a  fund  of  general  infor- 
mation and  knowledge  of  the  affairs  of  the  day, 
that  combined  with  his  jollity,  makes  him  an  enter- 
taining companion.  He  belongs  to  a  Masonic 
lodge  and  was  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  one 
year.  In  politics  he  is  a  stanch  Republican,  and 
no  one  who  votes  the  ticket  has  a  better  under- 
standing of  the  principles  he  is  supporting.  In  all 
business  affairs  he  is  honorable,  and  as  a  citizen  he 
is  law-abiding  and  public-spirited. 


7  SAIAH  H.  CORBIN.     Among  the  members  of 
'    the    legal   fraternity    in  Eaton   Rapids,   Eaton 


County,  Mr.  Corbin  is  well  and  favorably 
known  as  a  man  of  liberal  education,  profound 
knowledge  of  the  law,  and  skill  in  the  application 
of  his  knowledge  to  the  cases  placed  in  his  hands. 
For  more  than  thirty  years  he  has  been  pursuing 
his  chosen  calling,  and  no  lawyer  in  this  part  of  the 
State  is  better  known  than  he.  He  comes  uf  hon- 
orable ancestry,  the  name  he  bears  being  traced 
through  several  generations  of  sturdy  patriotic  men 
and  woman,  who  displayed  high  mental  ability  and 
uprightness  of  life. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  David  E. 
Corbin,  a  native  of  Vermont,  and  a  Revolutionary 
soldier.  For  some  time  he  was  one  of  Washing- 
ton's scouts  and  associated  with  the  noted  Red 
Jacket,  but  he  was  subsequently  transferred  to  the 
command  of  Gen.  La  Fayette.     He  served  with  dis- 


tinction, and  was  one  of  the  first  upon  whom  a 
pension  was  bestowed  for  his  work.  After  leaving 
the  army  he  married  Hannah  Briggs,  and  settled  at 
Bennington  and  later  in  Addison  County.  He  sub- 
sequently removed  to  the  Holland  Purchase  south 
of  Buffalo,  and  lived  there  until  his  death  in  No- 
vember, 1845,  at  the  venerable  age  of  ninety  years. 
He  was  possessed  of  more  than  ordinary  ability,  and 
ably  represented  his  district  in  the  Legislature. 

Grandfather  Corbin  reared  three  sons  and  three 
daughters  by  his  first  wife,  and  two  sons  and  two 
daughters  by  his  second  wife,  the  eldest  of  the 
children  being  John,  father  of  our  subject.  Mary 
married  Joseph  Pound;  and  Margaret,  Jonathan 
Wood,  and  both  settled  in  Erie  County,  N.  Y.  A 
son,  Seneca,  also  located  in  this  section,  but  in  an 
early  day  came  to  Southern  Michigan,  and  died 
here;  David  left  home  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years, 
served  in  the  war  of  1812  under  Gen.  Scott,  and 
later  worked  in  the  Northwest  for  the  Northwest- 
ern Fur  Company.  He  remained  with  that  com- 
pany until  1848,  when  he  died  at  Bay  City,  Mich. 
Hannah  married  Aaron  Parker  and  settled  in  Erie 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  their  descendants  now  live; 
Ruth  married  John  Baker,  lived  in  New  York  for 
some  time  and  then  removed  to  Illinois,  where  she 
and  her  husband  died;  Peter  spent  the  later  years 
of  his  life  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

John  B.  Corbin,  father  of  our  subject,  married 
Betsey  Gould,  who  was  of  old  Vermont  stock, 
and  set  up  his  home  in  Addison  County.  Thence 
he  removed  to  Lockport,  N.  Y.,  in  May,  1827,  and 
there  he  remained  during  the  balance  of  his  life, 
dying  April  6,  1845.  He  was  a  lawyer  until  con- 
verted to  the  Quaker  faith,  when  he  abandoned  his 
profession  and  embarked  in  the  real-estate  business. 
He  had  received  an  academic  education,  was  well 
posted  in  the  affairs  of  the  country,  and  had  a  high 
moral  character.  His  wife  also  belonged  to  the 
Society  of  Friends.  They  had  a  large  family,  ten 
sons  and  daughters  living  to  mature  years,  and  all 
filling  enviable  positions  among  their  fellows. 

The  following  mention  of  the  brothers  and  sis- 
ters of  our  subject  may  be  of  interest:  Rhoda  mar- 
ried Charles  Brown,  and  died  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y., 
after  a  residence  of  about  half  a  century;  David  E. 
received  an  academic  education  in  New  York,  was 
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admitted  to  the  bar  and  came  to  Michigan,  locating 
at  Ann  Arbor;  in  1848  he  removed  to  Lansing, 
where  he  practiced  until  August,  1850,  then  re- 
turned to  the  Empire  State,  wbfere  he  soon  died. 
Phebe  M.  married  Dr.  S.  Scott,  formerly  of  Ann 
Arbor,  and  now  a  resident  of  Kansas ;  Mary  mar- 
ried Dr.  C.  E.  Chase,  Professor  of  Physical  Science 
in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  who  died  in  1878;  Julia  married 
Charles  Goodrich,  a  merchant  of  Lockport,  N.  Y., 
and  later  of  Chicago,  who  finally  bought  a  fruit 
farm  in  St.  Joe  County,  Mich.,  where  he  died  in 
in  18G6,  after  which  the  widow  sold  out  and  re- 
moved to  Kansas,  where  she  died  in  1886;  William 
lived  in  Lockport  for  a  number  of  years,  then  went 
to  Chicago,  and  in  1884  removed  to  New  York;  he 
is  a  mechanical  draughtsman;  Jeanette  died  in 
Grand  Rapids  in  1868;  John  B.,  Jr.,  enlisted  in  a 
New  York  regiment,  and  died  in  the  hospital  at 
Evansville,  Ind.,  during  the  third  year  of  the  war; 
Samuel  W.  went  to  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  when  seven- 
teen years  old,  enlisted  in  a  Michigan  regiment, 
was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  a  Lieutenant,  and  was 
killed  in  the  service. 

The  birthplace  of  Isaiah  PI.  Corbin  was  Addison 
County,  Vt.,  and  his  natal  day  February  13,  1816. 
His  literary  education  was  obtained  in  Lewistown 
(N.  Y.)  Academy,  and  when  about  of  age  he  began 
the  study  of  law.  Not  long  afterward  he  married 
and  turned  his  attention  to  teaching  a  select  school, 
and  so  occupied  himself  until  1853.  He  then  came 
West  and  established  himself  in  Charlotte,  Eaton 
County  where,  in  the  fall  of  1854,  he  received  the 
nomination  of  County  Clerk.  He  was  elected  and 
discharged  the  duties  of  the  office  two  years,  after 
which  he  went  to  Eaton  Rapids  and  resumed 
his  legal  studies,  his  preceptor  being  Judge  H.  A. 
Shaw.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  the  spring 
of  1858,  and  since  that  time  has  given  his  attention 
to  his  profession.  He  has  been  Justice  four  years, 
and  has  held  other  local  offices,  and  he  is  a  stanch 
supporter  of  Democratic  policy.  The  strong  in- 
tellect, fund  of  information  and  good  character  of 
Mr.  Corbin  are  given  their  due  measure  of  respect 
by  those  who  know  him. 

For  more  than  fifty  years  Mr.  Corbin  has  had  the 
companionship  of  a  faithful  wife,  he  having  been 
united  with  Miss  AlmiraL."  Mills,  October  23, 1840. 


Th's  lady  is  a  daughter  of  Abner  Mills,  of  Erie 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  born  November  21,  1821. 
The  congenial  union  has  been  blest  by  the  birth  of 
eight  children,  of  whom  the  following  survive: 
John  M.,  of  the  law  firm  of  Corbin  &  Hemans  of 
Eaton  Rapids;  Virgil  E.,  a  mechanic  of  this  city; 
El  wood  D.,  proprietor  of  a  grocery  and  provision 
store  here;  Betty  G.,  wife  of  Commodore  Ide,  of 
Eden,  Erie  County,  N.  Y. ;  and  Eva,  widow  of 
William  Burgess,  a  Union  soldier  who  died  in  1888. 
The  mother  of  this  family  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for  half  a  century 
and  has  ever  made  it  her  aim  to  fulfill  every  duty. 
The  attention  of  the  reader  is  invited  to  a  litho- 
graphic portrait  of  Mr.  Corbin,  presented  elsewhere 
in  this  volume. 

ARREN  MERRITT  was  at  one  time  dur- 
ing the  war  an  officer  of  a  Michigan  regi- 
ment, and  his  war  record  was  creditable 
alike  to  himself  and  to  the  soldiery  of  this  State. 
He  is  now  a  prominent  farmer  and  stock-raiser  of 
Eaton  County,  and  his  farm  on  section  3,  Vermont- 
ville  Township,  is  considered  one  of  the  best  culti- 
vated and  finest  improved  estates  in  this  locality. 
Mr.  Merritt  is  a  native  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
Hartland,  Niagara  County,  his  place  of  birth;  and 
February  16,  1836,  the  date  of  that  important 
event  in  his  life. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  John  and  Laura 
B.  (Green)  Merritt,  and  they  were  also  born  in  the 
State  of  New  York.  In  1856  they  came  to  Michi- 
gan with  their  son  of  whom  we  write,  and  for 
many  years  lived  in  Hillsdale  County.  They 
finally  removed  to  Eaton  County,  and  died  in  the 
town  of  Kalamo.  The  father  was  a  skillful  farmer, 
and  he  was  quite  well-to-do  in  this  world's  goods. 
He  was  a  hard  worker  and  a  true  type  of  our  self- 
made  men.  He  and  his  good  wife  were  among  the 
leading  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  were  people  who  were  held  in  great 
respect  for  their  genuine  worth. 

Our  subject  was  the  eldest  of  seven  children. 
When  he  was  young  his  parents  settled   in  Wayne 
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County,  his  native  State,  and  there  he  grew  to  a 
strong,  self-reliant,  active  manhood,  living  there 
until  he  was  twenty  years  of  age  in  the  town  of 
Arcadia.  Since  then  he  has  been  a  resident  of  this 
State,  with  the  exception  of  the  time  that  he  was  in 
the  army.  In  the  month  of  October,  1861,  he  de- 
termined to  offer  his  services  to  the  Government  to 
help  fight  for  the  Stars  and  Stripes,  and  he  enlisted 
as  Orderly  Sergeant  of  Company  K,  Tenth  Michi- 
gan Infantry.  He  held  that  official  rank  with  the 
command  one  year.  He  was  about  to  be  given 
the  lieutenancy  of  his  company,  when  disability 
obliged  him  to  resign  from  the  service,  and  he  was 
honorably  discharged.  During  his  whole  military 
life  he  displayed  fine  soldierly  qualities,  was 
prompt,  alert,  brave  and  daring  in  action,  and  was 
always  faithful  to  all  trusts.  His  regiment  took  an 
active  part  in  many  minor  skirmishes  though  it  was 
never  in  any  heavy  engagements,  but  was  on  the 
march  much  of  the  time. 

After  the  war  Mr.  Merritt  returned  to  Hillsdale 
County  and  remained  there  until  1872.  In  that 
year  he  went  to  Evart  to  engage  in  the  mercantile 
business,  but  was  unfortunate  in  that  venture, 
and  lost  all  that  he  had.  Nothing  daunted  by  so 
disastrous  a  result,  he  turned  his  attention  to  agri- 
culture, and  coming  to  Eaton  County  in  1882  he 
bought  the  farm  that  he  still  owns  and  occupies  in 
Yermontville,  which  comprises  one  hundred  acres 
of  land  of  exceptional  fertility,  which  is  thought 
to  be  one  of  the  finest  tracts  of  realty  in  the  town- 
ship. Ninety  acres  are  cleared  and  under  a  high 
state  of  cultivation,  and  all  the  improvements, 
which  are  of  a  high  order,  have  been  placed  here  by 
Mr.  Merritt. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Merritt  with  Miss  Laura 
B.  Murphy,  of  Hillsdale  County,  was  celebrated 
September  2,  1863,  and  has  brought  them  one  son, 
John,  who  lives  at  home  with  them.  Mrs.  Merritt 
was  born  in  the  same  locality  in  the  State  of  New 
York  as  her  husband  in  the  year  1835.  To  her 
capable  and  active  assistance  our  subject  undoubt- 
edly owes  much  of  the  comfort  of  his  cozy  home. 

Mr.  Merritt  possesses  foresight,  keenness  and 
shrewd  judgment,  and  these  traits,  together  with 
his  readiness  of  resource,  ambition  and  energy,  have 
been  potent  in  his  success,  and  have  placed    him 


high  among  his  fellow-farmers  in  this  township. 
He  is  well-read,  has  a  mind  of  his  own  and  ex- 
presses his  opinions  freely  and  fully  when  called 
upon  to  do  so,  and  with  a  lucidity  not  to  be  mis- 
understood. He  is  a  strong  Republican  and  a  firm 
believer  in  a  high  tariff  to  protect  home  manufac- 
tures and  products.  In  commemoration  of  his 
connection  with  the  army  in  the  Civil  War,  he  is 
identified  with  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  as 
a  member  of  the  Edward  Dwight  Post,  at  Vermont- 
ville. 


JLENRY  MAHAN.  Among  the  farmers  of 
if)))  Eaton  County,  a  good  station  has  been  ob- 
/§W^  tained  by  the  gentleman  above  named  whose 
(|§|)  career  in  life  has  been  marked  with  pru- 
dence and  persistent  efforts.  His  labors  have  re- 
sulted in  the  attainment  of  a  good  farm  in  Brook- 
field  Township,  Eaton  County.  He  is  a  native  of 
Ohio,  born  July  16,  1839.  His  parents  were  na- 
tives of  Ireland  and  Ohio,  respectively.  His  father 
came  to  America  at  the  age  of  thirteen  years,  and 
was  a  farmer  for  many  years  in  Ashland  County, 
Ohio.  In  1853  he  removed  to  Eaton  County,  where 
he  purchased  unimproved  land  and  cleared  up  a 
farm.  lie  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  United  Brethren  Church  for 
many  years,  and  died  in  the  fall  of  1862.  The 
mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  Cooper, 
died  in  the  fall  of  1869.  She  like  her  husband  was  a 
member  of  the  United  Brethren  Church.  They 
were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  seven  still  sur- 
viving them. 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm,  and 
tbe  school  advantages  being  poor  he  received  but 
a  limited  education,  only  attending  school  occa- 
sionally. While  still  in  his  teens,  he  began  work- 
ing by  the  month  on  adjoining  farms,  at  which 
work  he  continued  some  years.  Subsequently  he 
removed  to  Michigan.  Wild  game,  such  as  deer 
and  other  animals,  abounded  at  that  time,  and  af- 
ter he  was  old  enough  to  hunt,  he  became  proficient 
in  that  work.  The  first  work  that  he  did  for  him- 
self was  in  Eaton  Township,  in  1862.  In  1869  he 
removed  to  Brookfield  Township,    where   he    has 
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since  lived.  The  land  he  settled  upon  in  this  town- 
ship, was  only  partly  improved.  Eight  years  prior 
to  this  time,  in  1861,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary 
Bly,  born  February  24,  1843,  in  Brookfleld  Town- 
ship. She  is  the  daughter  of  Samuel  S.  and  Maria 
(Potts)  Bly,  who  were  natives  of  Vermont  and 
New  York,  respectively.  Her  parents  were  among 
the  very  first  settlers  in  Brookfleld  Township, 
where  the}'  lived  to  see  the  county  grow  to  its 
present  prosperity.  Her  father  died  in  1878,  aged 
sixty-five  years.  The  mother  is  still  living  and  is 
one  of  the  prominent  members  of  the  United  Breth- 
ren Church.  Mrs.  Mahan  is  the  mother  of  three 
children — Dellie  (deceased),  May  and  Elmer. 

Mr.  Mahan  still  delights  in  the  pursuit  of  his 
youth,  that  of  hunting,  and  every  fall  joins  a  select 
party  to  hunt  deer  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
State.  He  is  a  good  shot  and  generally  returns 
with  several  deer.  He  has  taken  a  prominent  place 
in  the  work  of  the  Democratic  party  of  the  county, 
having  been  at  times  delegate  to  different  conven- 
tions. Socially  he  is  a  member  of  the  Patrons  of 
Industry  and  the  Farmers'  Alliance.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  George  A.  Walker  Post,  No.  365,  G.  A. 
R.,  of  Partello. 


"    »  *>%*<'  *    " 

EJ.  HOLLAND,  a  well-known  citizen  of 
Belle vue,  Eaton  County,  was  born  here 
April  1,  1853.  He  completed  the  course  of 
study  in  the  schools  of  the  place  and  soon  after  he 
had  entered  his  teens  began  life  for  himself,  becom- 
ing driver  of  the  stage  between  his  native  place  and 
Marshall.  After  four  years  on  this  route  he  went 
to  Battle  Creek  and  drove  the  daily  stage  from 
that  place  to  Hastings  about  a  year.  The  railroad 
being  completed,  he  returned  home  and  during  the 
next  twelvemonth  drove  from  here  to  Marshall, 
via  Olivet.  He  next  became  clerk  in  the  grocery 
store  of  A.  J.  Kimberly  and  after  a  time  entered 
into  the  flour  and  feed  business  for  himself,  being 
reasonably  successful. 

In  1874  Mr.  Holland  first  engaged  in  the  livery 
business,  buying  a  barn  and  later  buying  out  his 
rival.     He  remained  here  until  1885,  then  sold  out 


to  Hoj7t  <fe  Cooper  and  built  a  store  on  a  lot 
he  owned.  He  traded  this  for  a  livery  stable 
in  Reading,  Hillsdale  County,  carried  it  on  a  short 
time  and  then  sold  it  and  returned  to  Bellevue.  Mr. 
Holland  next  bought  a  livery  stock  at  Homer, 
which  was  his  home  nine  months,  after  which  he 
traded  the  barn  for  real  estate  and  again  relumed 
to  his  native  place  to  buy  the  stock  of  his  present 
establishment.  He  is  raising  some  fine  horses  and 
also  deals  in  real  estate  to  a  considerable  extent. 
In  special  detective  work  he  is  frequently  engaged, 
a  business  for  which  he  is  fitted  by  his  natural 
acuteness  and  some  knowledge  acquired  while  act- 
ing as  Deputy  Sheriff. 

Mr.  Holland  at  one  time  owned  eighty  acres  of 
land  three-fourths  of  a  mile  from  the  city,  but  he 
sold  it  some  time  since.  He  has  the  horse  "Wan- 
dering Jew."  The  record  of  the  originator  of  this 
strain  is  2:40  at  the  age  of  four  years,  and  he  has 
never  been  beaten  in  Calhoun,  Eaton  or  Branch 
Counties.  Among  the  animals  owned  by  Mr. 
Holland  are  "Polka  Dot,"  whose  record  is  2:38; 
"Katydid,"  and  "Duke  Dumoni." 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Marcus  and 
Helen  E.  (Gray)  Holland,  natives  of  the  Empire 
State  and  the  mother  is  still  living  in  Bellevue. 
They  came  West  about  1849  and  spent  a  short  time 
in  Vermontville  Township, Eaton  County,  then  took 
up  their  residence  in  Bellevue.  Here  the  father 
was  successfully  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
wagons  and  in  his  establishment  set  up  the  first 
steam  engine  in  the  town.  He  died  in  the  prime 
of  life  leaving  three  children.  He  was  a  Republi- 
can. The  widowed  mother  belongs  to  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  Their  children  are  Adelbert  C, 
whose  home  is  in  Galesburg,  111.;  Eugenia,  who 
died  when  thirteen  years  old ;  and  Elmer  J.,  the 
subject  of  this  notice.  The  eider  son  entered  the 
Union  army  as  a  waiter  when  sixteen  years  old, 
and  when  eighteen  enlisted  in  the  Second  Missouri 
Cavalry — Merrill  Horse — with  which  lie  served 
until  the  close  of  the  war. 

In  October,  1872,  at  the  bride's  home  in  Bellevue, 
Mr.  Holland  and  Miss  Gertrude  E.  Kimberly  be- 
came husband  and  wife.  Mrs.  Holland  was  born 
here,  but  received  her  education  in  Burlington, 
Iowa,  and   was  graduated   from  the  High  School 
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there.  To  her  have  been  born  three  children, 
named  respectively :  Mussetta,  Bessie  and  Marcus. 
Mrs.  Holland  is  a  grand-daughter  of  James  Kim- 
berly,  who  was  born  in  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y., 
and  was  a  farmer  near  Camillus.  He  came  to 
Michigan  in  1834  and  was  one  of  the  first  three  to 
locate  at  Bellevue.  He  subsequently  removed  to 
the  vicinity  of  Waterloo,  Iowa,  and  died  there.  His 
son,  Alfred  J.,  father  of  Mrs.  Holland,  was  born  in 
Camillus,  N.  Y.,  January  26,  1830,  but  reared  in 
Bellevue.  His  first  occupation  was  burning  lime, 
and  after  a  few  years  thus  employed  he  took  the 
contract  for  carrying  the  mail  between  Bellevue 
and  Marshall  and  ran  a  stage  over  the  route  twelve 
years.  He  then  became  a  grocery  dealer,  but  in 
1888  disposed  of  his  stock,  and  is  now  carrying  on 
a  billiard  hall,  wherein  no  liquors  can  be  obtained. 
His  wife,  a  native  of  Vermont,  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Delia  Barden. 

Mr.  Holland  has  been  Marshal  for  years  and 
was  Deputy  County  Sheriff  for  six  years  under 
Perkins,  La  Salle  &  Smoke.  It  was  owing  to  his 
success  in  detecting  criminals  while  acting  as  Dep- 
uty that  he  worked  up  considerable  business  as  a 
special  detective.  He  is  an  active  Republican,  who 
frequently  serves  as  a  delegate  to  county  conven- 
tions and  in  other  ways  aids  the  party. 

~k ^-4^ — ■ — <**- 


[pj\)URT  S.  HOLLY,  who  is  engaged  in  general 
l^*<    merchandising,  is  one  of  the  leading  busi- 


ness men  of  Woodland,  Barry  County, 
where  he  began  operations  in  1884.  His 
progressive  and  enterprising  spirit  makes  him  a 
prominent  and  influential  citizen,  one  whom  the 
village  could  ill  afford  to  lose.  He  was  born  in 
Seneca  Falls,  N.  Y.,  November  10,  1857,  and  is  of 
Scotch-Irish  descent.  His  father,  A.  P.  Holly,  was  a 
native  of  the  Empire  State,and  a  machinist  by  trade. 
He  occupied  the  position  of  Superintendent  in  the 
works  of  two  large  firms  in  Seneca  and  at  length 
came  to  Michigan  in  1866,  locating  in  Woodland 
where  he  engaged  in  farming  for  two  years.  In 
the  meantime  he  and  his  brother  invented  the 
Holly  System  of  Water  Works  and  he  began  trav- 


eling on  the  road  in  the  interests  of  that  business. 
He  put  in  the  water  works  at  Jackson,  Mich.,  and 
other  places  and  continued  as  an  erecting  engineer 
for  about  six  years,  when  he  returned  to  his  farm. 
In  politics  he  was  a  Democrat  and  served  one  year 
as  Supervisor  of  his  township.     He  married  Harriet 
Stowell,  a  native  of  New  York,  and  unto  them  were 
born  five  children,  four  sons  and  a  daughter.     His 
death   occurred    in    1878  at  the  age  of  sixty-one 
years.     In  religious  belief  he  was  a  Methodist  and 
a  faithful   member  of  the  church.     His  wife  still 
survives  him  and  has  been  a  second  time  married. 
We  now   take  up   the   personal    history  of  our 
subject  which  will  be  of  interest  to  many  readers 
as  he  is  widely  known.     Mr.   Holly  was  a  lad  of 
nine  years  when   he  first  came  to  Woodland.     His 
education  was  acquired  in  the  common  schools  and 
after  attaining  to  mature  years  he  engaged  in  op- 
erating his  father's  farm,  situated  a  half  mile  west 
of  the  village,  which  he  carried  on  until  1884.    He 
then  resolved   to  give  his  attention  to  commercial 
interests  and    removing   to    Woodland    became  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Holmes  &  Holly  Bros.,  gen- 
eral   merchants.     That    connection    continued   for 
about  a  year,  when   he  sold  out  and  bought  a  half 
interest  in   the  stock  of  F.  F.  Hilbert  and  the  firm 
of  Hilbert  &  Holly  did  a  flourishing   business    for 
two  years,  when  Mr.  Hilbert  sold  out,  since  which 
time  our  subject  has    been    sole    proprietor.     His 
trade  is  constantly  increasing  and  he  has  the  confi- 
dence and  respect  of  his    patrons   and    creditors. 
He  occupies  the  site  where  the  first  store  in  Wood- 
land was  built  and  carries  a  stock  valued  at  from 
$5,000    to   $6,000.     He  is  enterprising,  sagacious, 
attends  carefully  to  all  details  of  his  business  and 
justly  merits    the    liberal    patronage  which  is  ac- 
corded him.  Both  Mr.  Holly  and  Mr.  Hilbert  were 
prominently   identified  with  the  Roller  Mill  Com- 
pany, in  which  he  has  been  a  stockholder.  The  mill 
has  a  capacity  of  seventy-five  barrels  of  flour  per 
day  and  has  proved  a  paying  investment. 

On  the  24th  of . September,  1879,  Mr.  Holly  was 
joined  in  wedlock  with  Miss  Mary  M.  Baitinger, 
one  of  the  fair  daughters  of  Barry  County,  who 
was  born  December  20,  1857.  They  have  two 
children — Agnes  and  Frank.  Their  elegant  and 
pleasant  home  was  erected  in  the  summer  of  1883, 
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and  the  friends  of  the  family  are  many.  Mrs. 
Holly's  people  have  long  been  residents  of  this 
county,  her  parents  Melchoir  and  Mary  (Reieer) 
Baitinger,  having  here  settled  at  an  early  day.  Her 
father  was  one  of  the  first  blacksmiths  of  Wood- 
land, and  Mrs.  Holly  was  for  some  time  connected 
with  the  millinery  interests  of  this  place.  She 
learned  the  trade  when  only  fourteen  years  of  age 
and  continued  work  at  the  same  for  ten  years.  Our 
subject  and  his  wife  are  both  members  of  the 
Methodist  Church  and  in  politics  he  is  a  stanch 
Prohibitionist,  believing  in  supporting  his  temper- 
ance principles  by  his  ballot.  By  appointment  he 
held  the  office  of  Township  Clerk  for  one  term.  He 
is  a  member  and  the  present  Master  of  Woodland 
Lodge,  No.  304,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  and  is  Noble  Grand 
of  Woodland  Lodge  No.  289,  I.  O.  O.  F. 

ffiSAAC  PURKEY  is  a  tiller  of  the  soil  in  Barry 
I  County,  his  farm  being  a  part  of  section  25, 
ili  Castleton  Township.  It  is  partially  within  the 
limits  of  the  town  of  Nashville  and  is  one  bf  the 
well  improved  and  well  regulated  farms  of  this 
locality.  The  residence  is  a  large,  handsome  frame, 
whose  appearance  gives  an  indication  of  the  good 
cheer  and  kindliness  of  the  home  life.  A  commo- 
dious bank  barn  and  other  good  outbuildings  are 
conveniently  disposed,  modern  machinery  is  used 
in  developing  the  place  and  good  stock  grazes  in 
its  pastures. 

Grandfather  Purkey  was  born  in  Maryland  and 
went  from  there  to  Columbiana  County,  Ohio, 
about  the  beginning  of  this  century,  traveling  with 
pack  horses.  He  cleared  a  farm  there  and  was  at 
one  time  quite  comfortably  situated,  but  went  on  a 
bond  and  had  to  pay  over  $1,000,  which  was  a 
large  sum  in  those  days.  He  died  when  about 
three-score  years  old.  During  the  War  of  1812 
the  British  soldiers  surrounded  his  house  and  his 
wife  struck  one  of  them  with  a  butcher  knife. 
Their  son  Jacob,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Columbiana  County  May  17,  1817,  and 
reared  on  a  farm.  He  followed  the  occupation  to 
which  he  was  reared  and  owned  land  in  his  native 


county.  He  removed  to  Illinois  in  1850  and  set- 
tled on  the  Kankakee  River,  near  Momcnce,  where 
he  remained  two  years  farming  eighty  acres. 

From  Illinois  Jacob  Purkey  came  to  this  State 
in  March,  1853,  settling  in  Eaton  County,  and 
making  his  home  near  Chester  Station  two  years. 
He  owned  forty  acres  there  which  he  sold,  buying 
an  equal  amount  in  Castleton  Township,  Barry 
County,  on  the  State  road.  It  was  woodland  and 
he  cleared  part  of  it  and  lived  upon  it  four  years. 
He  then  traded  it  for  an  eighty  upon  which  his  son 
now  lives,  this  being  covered  with  timber,  with  the 
exception  of  a  clearing  one  acre  in  extent,  where 
a  small  log  house  stood.  Mr.  Purkey  felled  trees 
on  his  original  tract  here,  and  also  on  that  he 
added  to  it,  and  at  the  time  of  his  decease,  1882, 
was  cultivating  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres. 
He  was  a  Democrat  in  politics  and  was  an  active 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church^hav- 
ing  a  place  on  the  official  board  most  of  the  time. 
He  helped  to  build  two  houses  of  worship  for  the 
denomination  in  this  locality. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Elizabeth  Betts  and  was  a  native  of  Columbiana 
County,  Ohio,  her  natal  day  being  April  12,  1813. 
She  laid  down  the  burdens  of  life  August  29,  1852, 
when  Isaac  was  two  and  one-half  years  old.  She 
had  six  children,  all  of  whom  grew  to  maturity, 
although  three  are  now  dead.  The  living  are :  Mrs. 
Hannah  Bachelor,  Thomas  and  Isaac;  the  deceased  : 
Lyman,  Rachel  and  Mrs.  Evaline  Gregg.  The 
mother  was  a  member  of  the  German  Baptist 
Church.  Her  father,  Henry  Betts,  a  native  of  the 
Buckeye  State,  was  a  farmer  and  lived  to  the  age 
of  seventy-five  years. 

Isaac  Purkey  was  born  in  Wood  County,  Ohio, 
January  13,  1849,  and  reared  on  a  farm,  learning 
his  a,  b,  c's  in  a  log  school  house  in  Eaton  County 
and  continuing  his  studies  in  a  similar  building  in 
Barry  County.  His  memory  of  childhood  days 
include  the  sight  of  deer  and  bears  and  the  killing 
of  the  latter  by  the  Indians  who  had  two  tepees 
on  his  father's  land  when  the  family  arrived.  Mr. 
Purkey  remained  at  home  until  he  was  twenty-five 
years  old,  then  went  to  Charlevoix  County  and 
took  up  a  homestead  of  eighty  acres  and  bought 
forty  acres  adjoining.     On  that  farm  he  lived  and 
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labored  six  years,  then  on  the  death  of  his  father 
returned  to  the  place  that  he  had  aided  in  clearing, 
bought  out  the  other  heirs  and  established  himself 
in  the  old  home.  He  has  been  an  exceptionally 
hard  worker  and  has  won  prosperity  by  diligence 
and  wise  management. 

Mr.  Purkey  was  married  May  29,  1874,  to  Miss 
Helen  Phillips,  who  was  then  in  her  twentieth 
year,  she  having  been  born  September  5,  1854. 
She  died  after  a  brief  wedded  life,  passing  away 
April  29,  L877,  and  leaving  two  children,  Amos  J. 
and  Harry.  After  having  lived  a  widower  until 
April  16,  1885,  our  subject  was  again  married, 
bringing  to  his  home  a  native  of  Germany,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Minnie  L.  Bock.  This  lady 
crossed  the  ocean  when  eight  years  old  and  grew 
to  a  capable  and  Christian  womanhood  in  this  coun- 
try. This  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  three 
children:  Glenn  A.,  Elva  R.  and  Carl,  the  last- 
named  being  the  only  one  now  living.  Mr.  Purkey 
is  a  Democrat,  but  strongly  inclined  to  Prohibition. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
and  District  Steward  and  Trustee.  They  are  re- 
spected in  the  community  and  Mr.  Purkey  pos- 
sesses characteristics  which  render  him  quite  pop- 
ular. 


WILLIAM  H.  BRUNDIGE,  residing  on  sec- 
tion 18,  Kalamo  Township,  Eaton  County, 
is  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  of  this  part  of 
the  county,  and  with  its  history  and  progress  he 
has  been  prominently  identified.  His  father,  Levi 
Brundige,  was  born  in  1806  in  Rensselaer  County, 
N.  Y.  The  grandfather,  Jotham,  was  born  in  New 
York  State  near  Plattsburg,  and  followed  the  occu- 
pation of  farming  throughout  life,  and  died  at 
Pittstown  in  Rensselaer  County.  They  were  of 
English  descent.  The  grandfather  was  personally 
acquainted  with  Washington,  and  took  delight  in 
speaking  of  the  great  General.  The  father  of  our 
subject  was  engaged  in  his  native  State  in  conduct- 
ing a  carding  and  fulling  machine  doing  custom 
work.  During  the  last  year  of  his  stay  in  that 
State  he  made  on  his  own  account  $500.  In  1838 
he  came  to  Michigan  and  proceeded  by  boat  to  De- 


troit, and  from  there  by  rail  to  Ypsilanti,  thence 
by  team  to  Bellevue  and  from  there  to  Vermont- 
ville.  He  purchased  at  this  place  eighty  acres  of 
land  of  Charles  T.  Morvett,  paying  $240  for  it. 
This  piece  of  land  was  covered  with  timber,  and  his 
first  work  was  to  clear  a  small  part  and  thereon 
erect  a  log  house.  This  house  was  made  of  hewed 
logs  and  split  log  planks,  hewed  down  and  planed 
for  forming  the  floor.  In  1848  he  purchased  forty 
acres  of  land  on  section  18,  Kalamo  Township,  on 
which  place  he  resided  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  1874  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years.  In 
politics  he  was  a  Republican. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  Miranda  (Wilbur) 
Brundige,  was  born  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  Joseph  Wilbur,  a  native  of 
the  same  State.  Her  father  removed  when  but  a 
boy  to  Saratoga  County,  N.  Y.  His  father  owned 
the  land  at  Saratoga  Springs  and  sold  it  for  S9  an 
acre.  The  mother,  Miranda  Brundige,  being  of  an 
independent  nature,  supported  herself  by  working 
in  a  cotton  factory.  She  died  in  1867  at  the  age 
of  fifty-two  years.  They  were  the  parents  of  six 
children:  Almira  A.,  who  died  in  Kalamo  Town- 
ship; Sarah  S.,  Mrs.  Rodgers,  residing  in  Windsor 
Township;  William  Hunt,  our  subject;  Elida  A., 
who  died  in  Wexford  County,  Mich.;  Albert  J.,  a 
resident  of  Dallas,  Tex.;  and  Curtis  G.,  wTho  makes 
his  home  in  the  family  of  our  subject. 

Mr.  Brundige  was  born  in  Vermontville  Town- 
ship, on  section  31,  October  25,  1842,  and  lived 
there  until  six  years  old,  when  the  family  removed 
to  section  18.  While  but  a  child  he  began  assisting 
his  father  in  the  work  on  the  farm.  He  attended 
school  in  the  old  log  schoolhouse  that  contained 
rough  slab  seats  and  desks  arranged  around  the 
sides  of  the  room,  enjoying  this  privilege  during 
the  winter  months.  When  seventeen  years  old  he 
began  working  at  the  cooper's  trade,  having  just 
picked  it  up,  and  put  up  a  shop  on  his  father's  land 
where  he  engaged  in  that  occupation.  His  patriotic 
sentiments  were  aroused  at  the  thought  of  danger 
to  the  country,  and  as  soon  as  his  age  permitted 
he  enlisted  in  the  Union  army,  October  18,  1864. 
in  the  Tenth  Michigan  Infantry,  and  served  in 
Company  C.  Before  leaving  the  State,  he  had  ah 
attack  of   the  measles,  but  was  sent  South  to  Chat- 
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tanooga,  where  he  remained  in  the  hospital  until 
he  was  sent  to  join  his  regiment — but  was  again 
taken  sick  and  was  sent  from  there  to  Wilmington, 
N.  C.  Mr.  Brnndige  was  mustered  out  July  25, 
1865. 

In  1867-68  he,  in  company  with  his  father  en- 
gaged in  raising  hops,  but  owing  to  a  great  fall  in 
the  price  in  the  market,  they  lost  so  much  money 
that  they  concluded  to  give  up  the  project.  Prior 
to  the  war  Mr.  Brundige  owned  eighty  acres  of 
land  on  section  17,  which  he  cultivated  and  im- 
proved. After  his  return  from  the  service  he  re- 
mained on  the  home  farm  until  his  marriage,  which 
took  place  in  Kalamo  Township,  May  3,  1868.  The 
lady  with  whom  his  fortunes  were  united,  was  Mrs. 
Huldah  Davis,  a  daughter  of  Robert  Heath,  and  a 
native  of  New  York  State.  Mrs.  Brundige's  father 
was  a  native  of  the  same  State  as  herself  and  re- 
sided near  Plattsburg,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
occupation  of  carpentering  and  building,  at  one 
time  taking  a  job  on  the  Erie  Canal.  In  1845  he 
came  to  Marshall,  Mich.,  and  manufactured  the 
first  brick  in  the  place.  In  this  work  he  was  suc- 
cessful and  continued  in  that  occupation  until  his 
death  which  occurred  in  1849.  The  mother,  Sarah 
(Palmer)  Heath,  born  near  Plattsburg,  N.  Y.,  was 
one  of  those  energetic  women  who  are  always  ready 
by  their  counsels  to  aid  their  husbands.  When  her 
husband  died  she  determined  to  keep  her  family 
around  her,  and  by  care  and  industry  she  succeeded 
in  her  endeavor.  She  was  the  mother  of  nine  chil- 
dren, and  is  now  residing  in  Castleton  Township 
with  one  of  her  sons.  She  has  reached  the  rener- 
able  age  of  eighty-eight  years. 

In  a  family  of  nine  children,  the  mother,  Mrs. 
Heath  gave  up  but  one  to  the  rearing  of  another. 
One  daughter  born  in  Rochester  N.  Y.,  November 
24,  1841,  was  but  four  years  old  when  her  parents 
removed  to  Dearborn,  Wayne  County,  Mich.  Af- 
ter a  residence  of  one  year  at  this  place,  the  parents 
removed  to  Marshall,  at  which  place  the  father  died. 
After  his  death  she  was  adopted  by  Isaac  Hogle, 
of  Walton  Township.  She  attended  the  Olivet 
district  school  until  fourteen  years  old,  when 
she  entered  the  family  of  Lawyer  Bracket,  where 
she  remained  for  five  years. 

Mrs.  Brundige  was  the  first  time  married  to  Nel- 


son Davis  in  Kalamo  Township.  Mr.  Davis  was  the 
son  of  John  and  Eliza  Davis,  of  Kalamo.  In  1862 
he  enlisted  in  the  Eighth  Michigan  Cavalry,  and 
while  serving  with  his  regiment  in  the  State  of 
Georgia,  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  rebels.  At  the 
time  of  his  capture  he  was  out  on  a  foraging  expe- 
dition. He  was  sent  to  Libby  prison  where  he 
remained  six  months,  a  part  of  the  time  being  spent 
in  the  prison  hospital,  in  which  place  he  died  in 
1864.  By  her  first  marriage  Mrs.  Brundige  be- 
came the  mother  of  one  child.  Vera,  the  wife  of 
Benjamin  Mast,  of  Kalamo  Township.  By  her 
present  marriage  she  is  the  mother  of  three  chil- 
dren: Wilbur  B.,  Mortimer  L.  and  Alma  L. 

Mr.  Brundige,  our  subject,  has  held  many  impor- 
tant offices  in  hu  township.  For  a  period  of  eight 
years  he  was  one  of  the  School  Directors,  and  is  at 
present  Drainage  Commissioner  of  the  township, 
and  is  also  holding  the  office  of  Notary  Public. 
He  commemorates  his  war  record  by  being  con- 
nected with  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  **s  a 
member  of  the  Nashville  Post,  He  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  Northwest  Kalamo  Lodge  of  the 
Patrons  of  Industry.  Mr.  Brundige  was  the  first 
President  of  the  order.  Our  subject  casts  a  Repub- 
lican vote,  and  is  an  ardent  advocate  of  the  stanch 
principles  of  that  party,  at  one  time  serving  as  dele- 
gate to  one  of  the  county  conventions.  He  is  per- 
haps the  oldest  settler  in  the  township,  and  third 
oldest  in  this  district.  His  fiiends  in  the  county 
are  many,  and  his  home  presided  over  by  an  estim- 
able lady  is  the  abode  of  hospitality. 


^f|  OHN  SMITH,  who  was  one  of  the  promi- 
nent and  respected  pioneers  of  Eaton  County, 
came  West  in  1837  with  pluck  and  energy 
as  his  weapons  for  conquering  circumstances. 
His  capital  was  small,  but  by  well  directed  efforts 
he  soon  won  a  foremost  place  among  the  farmers 
of  his  adopted  county.  He  located  land  on  the 
Ingham  County  line  and  his  first  effort  was  to  build 
a  log  house  to  shield  his  family.  He  was  by  trade 
a  miller  and  for  several  years  before  his  removal 
hither  had  followed  the  craft  successfully,  accumu- 
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lating  a  comfortable  property/  but  through  some 
mismanagement  of  his  partner  had  lost  nearly  all 
his  savings,  so  that  he  had  but  a  few  hundred  dol- 
lars with  which  to  begin  his  work  in  the  West. 

Mr.  Smith  was  bora  in  New  York  January  8, 
1806,  and  received  a  liberal  education  at  the  hands 
of  his  honored  parents.  After  he  had  reached 
man's  estate  he  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Hutchings, 
a  native  of  Tompkins  County,  who  was  born  May 
17,  1809.  She  was  widely  known  for  her  Christian 
virtues,  and  her  death  which  occurred  November 
12,  1857,  was  regretted  by  a  host  of  warm  friends. 
After  some  years  Mr.  Smith  was  again  married,  his 
bride  on  this  occasion  being  Miss  Charlotte  How- 
land.  The  children  of  his  first  wife  were  Milo,  who 
married  Miss  Mariamne  Du  Bois  and  lives  in  Jack- 
son County;  Elizabeth  D.,  wife  of  H.J.  Smith; 
Alanson,  who  married  Miss  Laura  Tyler,  both  being 
now  deceased;  Sophronia,  wife  of  John  D.  Norris, 
who  was  born  in  Ashland  County,  Ohio,  February 
26,  1843,  and  served  with  distinction  in  the  Union 
army;  Gerritt  E.,  now  deceased,  whose  wife  was 
formerly  Miss  Ellen  Baker. 

In  the  work  of  advancement  and  progress  Mr. 
Smith  bore  no  inconsiderable  part.  He  was  a  lib- 
eral supporter  of  all  enterprises  which  had  for 
their  outlook  the  public  good,  and  was  in  every 
respect  a  valued  citizen.  In  his  early  life  he  was  a 
Democrat,  but  upon  the  organization  of  the  Repub- 
lican party  he  joined  the  new  body,  and  years  later 
affiliated  with  the  Prohibitionists.  He  gave  liber- 
ally toward  the  building  of  what  is  known  as  the 
Winfred  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  he  and  his 
wife  being  members  in  high  standing  of  that 
denomination.  He  had  no  children  by  his  second 
wife. 


ft^_ORACE  F.  PECKHAM,  M.  D.  is  located  at 
fj)  Freeport,  Barry  County,  in  and  about  which 
\Jy    place  he  has  an  extended  practice.     He  was 
Hi     born  in  Madison,  N.  Y.,  September  24,  1844, 
and  in  the  same  county  his  father,  David  Peckham, 
opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  in  1813.     That  gentle- 
man was  a  shoemaker  in  his  early  life,  but  in  later 
years  gave  his  attention  to  farming.     He  died   in 


Chenango  County,  N.  Y.,  in  September,  1888,  at 
the  age  of  seventy -five  years,  and  his  remains  were 
brought  to  Freeport  for  interment.  He  served  as 
Justice  of  the  Peace  and  was  numbered  among  the 
working  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  His  widow,  formerly  Miss  Jane  Guthrie, 
is  still  living.  She  was  born  in  Chenango  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Henry  Guthrie,  who 
was  of  Scotch  origin. 

Dr.  Peckham  is  the  first-born  of  the  parental 
family,  the  other  members  being  Henry  C,  Eda  E. 
and  Mary  E.  He  was  reared  in  Hamilton,  N.  Y., 
received  a  thorough  fundamental  education  in  the 
common  school  and  then  spent  three  years  at  Mad- 
ison University,  paying  his  way  by  his  own  earn- 
ings. At  the  age  of  twenty  years  he  began  the 
study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  Hiram  Scran  ton,  of 
McGrawville,  N.  Y.,and  after  sufficient  preliminary 
reading  entered  the  Eclectic  Medical  College  of 
Philadelphia,  Pa.  He  was  graduated  from  that 
institution  in  the  spring  of  1867  and  within  a  short 
time  had  opened  an  office  in  Smyrna,  Chenango 
County,  N.  Y.  He  did  not  remain  in  the  East 
long,  as  he  was  convinced  that  a  young  physician 
would  find  better  opportunities  to  build  up  his 
reputation  in  a  country  farther  west. 

In  the  spring  of  1868  Dr.  Peckham  came  to 
Barry  County  and  established  himself  at  Cedar 
Creek,  where  he  carried  on  his  professional  work 
nearly  a  score  of  years.  In  the  spring  of  1887  he 
took  up  his  residence  at  Freeport,  whither  his  rep- 
utation had  preceded  him  and  he  found  it  compar- 
atively easy  to  build  up  a  large  practice.  He  is  an 
earnest  student  of  branches  relating  to  his  own 
profession  and  is  a  frequent  contributor  to  medical 
journals.  He  belongs  to  the  State  Medical  Associa- 
tion, at  the  meetings  of  which  he  is  recognized  as 
a  quick-witted  and  practical  observer  and  thought- 
ful reasoner.  His  energy  is  not  confined  to  profes- 
sional matters,  but  leads  him  to  take  an  active  part 
in  local  politics  and  he  is  an  efficient  aid  to  the 
Democratic  cause.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  supports  the 
Universalist  Church. 

Dr.  Peckham  was  married  in  October,  1874,  to 
Sarah,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Louisa  (Tracy) 
Allen,  of  Barry  County.     His  second  wife  was  Mrs, 
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Samantha  D.  Davis,  widow  of  Thomas  Davis,  and 
daughter  of  Eli  Yoha  of  Richland  County,  Ohio. 
This  estimable  lady  has  one  daughter — Mazie  L. 
Davis.  Mrs.  Peckham  is  a  believer  in  universal 
salvation.  She  is  one  of  those  earnest-hearted 
women  who  are  found  taking  a  part  in  charitable 
enterprises  and  deeds  of  neighborly  kindness  and 
who  make  and  retain  friends.  Dr.  Peckham  has  a 
good  personal  reputation,  and  as  a  practitioner  has  a 
following  who  are  never  tired  of  praising  his  skill. 
His  portrait  is  presented  in  connection  with  this 
biographical  notice. 


■«-•-*- 


;  UFUS  HANER.  How  pleasant  after  a  long 
life  well  and  prosperously  spent  it  is  to  look 
1\  back  over  the  vista  of  years  that  intervene 
between  old  age  and  childhood,  and  in 
memory  live  again  the  triumphs  and  joys.  Above 
all,  how  enjoyable  it  is  to  possess  the  consciousness 
of  having  benefited  both  one's  self  and  others  in 
the  struggle  essential  to  the  busy  agricultural 
world.  Mr.  Haner  is  conceded  to  be  one  of  the 
wealthiest  men  in  Eaton  County,  which  is  noted 
for  its  prominent  and  well-to-do  citizens.  He  has 
always  been  singularly  successful  in  monej'-making 
and  through  his  own  exertions  attained  success, 
since  he  commenced  life  with  nothing  but  bright, 
willing  hands  and  a  great  deal  of  ambition. 

The  estimable  wife  of  our  subject  has  been  truly 
his  helpmate  in  pursuing  the  course  of  life,  having 
by  her  industry  and  frugality  helped  him  to  save 
money  for  larger  investments,  as  the  years  passed 
by.  A  native  of  Ghent,  Columbia  County,  N.  Y., 
Mr.  Haner  was  born  Majr  8,  1819,  to  Christopher 
and  Sallie  (Robbins)  Haner,  natives  of  Germany 
and  New  York,  respectively.  The  paternal  grand- 
parents were  Christopher  and  Mary  Haner,  who 
were  natives  of  Germany.  They  were  married  in 
the  Fatherland  and  came  to  America  in  an  early 
day,  settling  in  Columbia  County,  N.  Y.,  near  the 
city  of  Hudson,  where  they  passed  their  last  days. 
Our  subject's  father  was  reared  in  the  latter  place 
and  received  a  good  English  and  German  educa- 
tion,    The  parents  died  in  Columbia  County,  quite 


young.  They  reared  a  family  of  six  children: 
Henry,  now  living  in  Vermontville;  Elizabeth  who 
was  the  wife  of  Jacob  Hollenbeck,  is  now  deceased; 
Rufus;  Lucretia,  who  became  the  wife  of  John 
Howell,  a  native  of  New  Y.ork  State  and  both  of 
whom  are  deceased;  Sallie  M.,  widow  of  George 
Moore,  of  Vermontville;  Ann,  deceased,  who  mar- 
ried Jacob  Moore,  of  Vermontville. 

Mr.  Haner  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native 
county,  there  learning  the  trade  of  a  paper-maker 
and  also  carried  on  farming.     By  practicing  econ- 
omy he  had  saved  a  little  money,  and   thinking  to 
better  his  condition  by  coming  West,  came  to  Ver- 
montville in  1844,  and  purchased  one  hundred  and 
sixty   acres   of    wild    land,    upon  which  he  is  still 
residing.     Our  subject  was  orphaned  at  the  age  of 
six  years  and  then  lived  with   strangers,  working 
several   years    for  his  board  and   clothes.     When 
starting    out  in   life   for    himself,  he    had   a  little 
money,  but  after  paying  for  his  first  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres — $310 — he  had  only  $50  remaining. 
He  afterward  purchased  an  additional  quarter-sec- 
tion, and  now  is  the  owner  of   one   hundred   and 
sixty  acres  of  the  finest  farming  land,  all  of  which 
was  once  covered  with  heavy  timber.    He  has  given 
two  of  his  children  eighty  acres  of  land  each,  thus 
leaving  him  one  hundred  and  sixty,  and  now  in  the 
evening  of  life  he  rests  from  his  more  arduous  duties 
with  the  consciousness  of  a  life   well  spent.     His 
farm  is  managed  by  his  sons-in-law.     His  frontier 
existence  was  cheered   by  the  presence  and  aid  of 
his  wife,  a  most   estimable   lady,  and   one  whose 
worth  is  appreciated   throughout   the  community. 
Mr.  Haner  has  given  his  entire  attention  since  com- 
ing to  Michigan  to  farming  and  stock-raising,  and 
is  one  of   the   wealthiest  farmers  in  the  township. 
Although  he  never  takes  much  interest  in  politics 
he  invariably  votes  with  tire  Republican  party,  cast- 
ing his  first  vote  for  William  Henry  Harrison.     He 
is  not  connected  with  any  church  organization,  but 
gives  substantial  aid  to  all  good  works. 

November  29,  1849,  Mr.  Haner  was  married  to 
Miss  Sallie  M.  Allen,  of  Chester,  Eaton  County. 
Mrs.  Haner  was  born  May  30,  1828,  in  Trumbull 
County,  Ohio,  and  her  parents  were  Amos  and 
Minerva  (Stanley)  Allen,  natives  of  Massachusetts 
and  Connecticut,  respectively,  and  who  were  early 
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settlers  of  Trumbull  County,  Ohio.  The  parents 
made  settlement  in  Chester,  this  State,  in  1849, 
where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  the 
father  dying  April  25,  1884,  at  eighty-four  years 
of  age;  he  was  born  February  6,  1800.  Mrs.  Allen 
was  born  October  8,  1797,  and  died  May  14,  1847. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allen  had  a  family  of  ten  children: 
Lorindo  O.,  Amanda  P.,  Mary  C,  Sallie  M.,  Rachael 
A.,  Harvey,  Diantha  S.,  Amos  F.,  Elia  M.,  and 
Eliza  A. 

Four  children  have  been  born  to  our  subject  and 
his  wife  and  bear  the  names  respectively  of  Fidelia 
M.,  who  was  born  March  30,  1851,  and  is  the  wife 
of  Jesse  Remalie,  of  Vermontville;  they  were  the 
parents  of  two  children  who  are  now  deceased- — 
Earl  and  Lysle.  Anna  A.,  was  born  April  17, 
1856,  and  is  the  wife  of  Amos  Hulett;  they  live 
with  our  subject  and  are  the  foster  parents  of  an 
adopted  son,  Philip  R.  Lydia  M.,  is  Mrs.  Albert 
Storr,  residing  in  Olivet  and  was  born  February 
8,  1858.  Mary  J.,  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Ward,  of 
Vermontville,  and  the  date  of  her  birth  was  Febru- 
ary 22,  1860;  she  is  the  mother  of  four  children: 
Edith,  Winnefred,  Worth  and  Gladys.  Mr.  Haner 
and  his  excellent  wife  look  back  upon  their  life 
with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  and  satisfaction,  for 
by  untiring  efforts  they  have  accumulated  a  com- 
petency for  their  declining  years  and  prepared 
their  children  for  useful  and  honorable  careers. 
Mr.  Haner  owns  a  summer  resort  in  Petoskey ,  where 
they  spend  their  summers. 


fif  OEL  KELLY  owns  one  of  the  finest  pieces 
of  farm  property  in  Eaton  County,  adjoin- 
ing the  corporation  of  Bellevue.  The  tract 
(j(§g//  is  of  but  moderate  extent,  consisting  of 
eighty  acres  on  section  21,  but  the  lay  of  the  land 
and  the  improvements  that  have  been  made  upon 
it  entitle  it  to  the  reputation  it  bears.  The  prop- 
erty is  substantially  fenced,  has  been  supplied  with 
a  well-built  dwelling,  ample  barns  and  other  con- 
veniences, and  an  orchard  of  two  acres  has  been 
set  out  upon  it.  Through  the  farm  Little  Tannery 
Brook  runs,  thus  affording  fertilization  to  pasture 


land  and  a  watering  place  for  stock.  Mr.  Kelly 
raises  mixed  crops  and  the  usual  domestic  animals, 
as  well  as  about  one  hundred  head  of  fine  wool 
Merino  sheep. 

Grandfather  Kelly  was  born  in  England,  and 
after  his  emigration  to  America  located  at  McKees- 
port,  Pa.,  on  the  Monongahela  River,  where  his 
son  Andrew,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born.  Fol- 
lowing the  paternal  example  that  gentleman  gave 
his  attention  to  farming,  and  after  his  marriage  to 
Sarah  List  removed  to  Mercer  County  and  cleared 
a  farm  near  New  Castle.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the 
War  of  1812,  was  a  member  of  the  Democratic 
party,  and  was  an  Elder  in  the  United  Presby- 
terian Church.  He  died  in  1857,  and  his  wife  also 
passed  away  in  their  native  State.  Their  family  con- 
sisted of  eleven  children,  Joel  being  the  fifth  in 
order  of  birth. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  notice  was  born 
in  Mercer  County,  Pa.,  December  15,  1819,  and 
during  his  boyhood  pursued  his  studies  in  the 
primitive  log  sehoolhouse,  where  the  sessions  were 
principally  held  during  the  winter  months.  When 
seventeen  years  old  he  was  apprenticed  to  the  car- 
penter's trade  in  Mahoning  Township,  and  for  three 
years  he  worked  at  that  and  the  occupation  of  a 
cabinetmaker.  In  September,  1840,  he  went  to 
New  Lisbon,  Ohio,  thence  jto  Cleveland  and  back 
to  his  home,  reaching  it  on  Christmas  Day.  The 
next  year  he  was  employed  at  West  Warren,  Ohio, 
in  a  chair  factory,  where  he  labored  a  year.  He 
then  returned  home  and  in  partnership  with  his 
brother  George  gave  his  attention  to  contracting 
and  building  for  ten  years.  During  that  time  he 
bought  sixty  acres  of  land  which  he  improved  and 
resided  upon.  In  1854  he  sold  out  to  his  brother 
and  came  to  this  State,  taking  up  his  abode  on  the 
farm  he  still  owns.  Here  he  has  literally  hewed 
out  his  home  from  the  wilderness,  as  the  tract  was 
covered  with  forest  growths  and  not  a  furrow  had 
been  turned  on  it,  or  any  attempt  at  improvements 
made  when  he  bought  it. 

The  lady  who  presides  over  Mr.  Kelly's  home 
became  his  wife  September  19,  1850,  the  ceremony 
being  performed  in  Mercer  County,  Pa.  She  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Catherine  Wiley,  and  is  the 
second  of  nine  children  born  to  Joseph  and  Sarah 
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(Van  Nocker)  Wiley.  Her  birthplace  was  Sheffield, 
Ashtabula  County,  Ohio,  and  her  natal  day  Decem- 
ber 24,  1830.  From  her  early  childhood  until 
seventeen  years  old  she  lived  in  Monroe,  Ohio,  and 
then  went  to  the  home  of  an  uncle  at  Youngstown, 
Ohio.,  where  she  remained  until  her  marriage.  She 
and  her  husband  have  worked  together  to  accumu- 
late a  sufficient  amount  of  worldly  goods  to  insure 
them  against  want  in  their  declining  years  and 
enable  them  to  gratify  their  reasonable  tastes.  In 
her  own  department  she  has  been  as  energetic  as 
her  husband  in  his,  and  side  by  side  they  have 
watched  over  their  children.  They  have  two  sons 
living:  Joseph  A.,  a  farmer  in  Bellevue  Township; 
and  George  S.,  who  for  the  past  eighteen  months 
has  been  traveling  in  Dakota,  Idaho  and  Washing- 
ton. They  have  lost  two  children:  James  W.,  who 
died  when  eight  years  old;  and  Joel  E.,  who  passed 
away  at  the  age  of  three.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kelly 
belong  to  the  Grange  and  have  acted  in  official 
capacities.  Mr.  Kelly  was  formerly  a  Republican 
but  is  now  independent  in  politics. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Kelly  was  born  in  March, 
1800,  while  his  parents  were  on  their  way  from 
the  British  Isles  to  America.  His  father  lost  his 
life  in  the  War  of  1812.  When  of  sufficient  age 
the  lad  became  a  farmer,  first  in  Vermont,  then  in 
New  York,  and  later  in  Ashtabula  County,  Ohio. 
About  1856  he  came  to  Bellevue,  but  died  in  Law- 
ton  in  1877.  His  wife  is  a  native  of  New  York, 
and  a  daughter  of  Peter  Van  Nocker.  She  is  still 
living,  her  home  being  in  Bellevue;  she  belongs  to 
the  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  of  which  her  hus- 
band was  a  member. 

fr*Iit«3i.». 


ID  WARD  G.  BECKWITH  may  well  be  men- 
tioned among  the  thrifty  farmers  of  Eaton 
County,  where  he  has  been  carrying  on  his 
work  since  1853.  He  is  still  occupying  a  tract  in 
Windsor  Township,  of  which  he  took  possession 
when  the  entire  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  were 
covered  with  forest  trees.  He  made  a  small  clear- 
ing, built  a  log  house  covered  with  shakes,  and 
fitted  it  with  furniture  of  the  rudest  kind,  such  as 


three-legged  stools  and  a  bedstead  built  against  the 
wall  with  poles.  By  degrees  the  land  was  brought 
under  cultivation,  a  better  dwelling  took  the  place 
of  the  rude  cabin,  and  other  substantial  buildings 
rose  near  it.  The  farm  is  to-day  a  well-regulated 
one,  highly  productive  and  in  every  part  indicating 
the  prosperity  of  its  owner. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Thomas  H.  and 
Esther  G.  (Bates)  Beckwith,  who  were  born  March 
7,  1776,  and  October  13,  1780,  respectively.  Mrs. 
Beckwith  was  first  married  to  Edward  Gorman,  to 
whom  she  bore  a  daughter,  Fidelia.  August  2, 
1812,  she  became  the  wife  of  Mr.  Beckwith  and 
their  family  included,  besides  our  subject,  Sarah 
Bond  and  Hannah  Esther.  Mr.  Beckwith  died  in 
1822  and  the  widow  subsequently  married  Thad- 
deus  Curtis,  by  whom  she  had  one  child,  Olive  N., 
now  deceased.  The  mother  of  our  subject  reached 
the  age  of  four-score  years.  She  was  a  sincere 
Christian  and  made  friends  wherever  she  went. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  born  in  Portage,  Me- 
dina County,  Ohio,  April  25,  1822.  He  attended 
the  public  schools  and  made  his  home  with  his 
mother  until  he  was  nearly  grown,  although  after 
the  death  of  his  father  he  was  obliged  to  work  for 
himself.  When  eighteen  years  of  age  he  went  to 
Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  which  at  that  time  was  on  the 
extreme  frontier — Illinois  and  the  region  northwest 
being  a  vast  territory.  His  removal  was  made 
during  the  year  that  General  William  H.  Harrison 
was  elected  President.  He  was  married  in  1850  to 
Loadicea  Knapp,  who  died  within  a  year,  and  No- 
vember 24,  1853,  he  became  the  husband  of  Miss 
Alantha  French,  daughter  of  Alanson  and  Cynthia 
(Whitney)  French. 

The  parents  of  the  bride  were  natives  of  New 
England,  but  went  to  Ohio  when  quite  young, 
were  married  in  that  State  and  settled  in  Trumbull 
County.  They  had  five  children,  one  of  whom, 
Elmer,  came  to  Eaton  County  and  died  here  in 
1872.  The  others,  except  Mrs.  Beckwith,  remained 
in  the  Buckeye  State.  Mr.  French  held  several 
offices  of  public  trust,  being  a  man  who  Was  highly 
respected  for  his  moral  worth  and  interest  in  the 
general  good.  He  and  his  wife  belonged  to  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  died  in  Septem- 
ber, 1833,  and  his  widow  survived  until  1874,     In 
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politics  Mr.  French  was  a  Jackson  Democrat.  He 
was  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  First  Regiment, 
First  Brigade,  Fourth  Division,  when  M.  H.  Kinley 
was  Governor  of  Ohio. 

When  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beckwith  came  to  Eaton 
County  their  brightest  dreams  did  not  equal  the 
prospect  they  see  about  them  to-day.  They  be- 
lieved that  the  county  would  eventually  be  devel- 
oped, but  had  no  idea  that  they  would  live  to  see 
such  remarkable  progress.  Mrs.  Beckwith  having 
little  to  do  when  they  first  came,  taught  the  school 
which  was  kept  in  a  log  cabin.  She  has  had  four 
children:  Lucy,  wife  of  Orlando  Smith,  of  Eaton 
County;  Cynthia,  wife  of  DeWitt  C.  Gardner,  liv- 
ing in  Ravenna,  Ohio;  Curtis,  who  remains  with  his 
parents;  and  Edward,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four 
years.  Mr.  Beckwith  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  Re- 
publican principles  and  has  been  honored  by  elec- 
tion to  several  offices  of  local  responsibility.  He 
and  his  wife  enjoy  an  extended  acquaintance  and 
are  held  in  good  repute  far  and  near. 

UGH  McDIVITT.  To  every  true  American 
the  life  of  an  old  soldier  is  of  interest,  even 
though  the  years  have  passed  quietly  by 
and  no  unusual  event  has  been  added  to  his 
experience.  This  simple  record  of  the  career  of 
Mr.  McDivitt  will  be  perused  with  pleasure  by  his 
friends,  and  carefully  noted  by  others  to  whom  the 
defenders  of  the  nation  are  persons  of  importance. 
Mr.  McDivitt  is  located  in  Brookfield  Township, 
Eaton  County,  on  a  farm  of  moderate  size,  but 
fertile,  well  developed  and  well  supplied  with  sub- 
stantial buildings.  The  property  consists  of  forty 
acres  and  twice  that  amount  has  been  bereft  of  its 
timber  by  our  subject,  who  has  a  practical  know- 
ledge of  the  various  departments  of  farm  work. 

As  the  patronymic  indicates,  Mr.  McDivitt  is  of 
Irish  ancestry  in  the  paternal  line.  His  grand- 
father for  whom  he  is  named,  was  born  in  the 
Emerald  Isle,  and  after  his  emigration  to  America 
established  his  home  in  Pennsylvania.  There  David 
McDivitt,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  1800. 
He  went  to  Ohio  when  a  young  man  and  married 


Elizabeth  Foutz,  who  was  born  in  that  State  in 
1802.  The  husband  carried  on  farming  until 
called  from  time  to  eternity  in  1854.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  His  widow  sur- 
vived until  1872.  Their  family  included  nine 
children,  five  of  whom  are  now  living. 

In  Columbiana  County,  Ohio,  March  17,  1825, 
the  subject  of  this  notice  was  born.  He  was  reared 
on  a  farm  and  early  learned  how  to  conduct  agri- 
cultural affairs,  and  during  his  youth  he  also  ac- 
quired a  practical  education  in  the  district  school 
which  was  held  in  an  old-fashioned  log  schoolhouse. 
When  of  age  he  began  the  labors  of  life  for  him- 
self as  a  farm  hand  and  worked  by  the  month  for 
some  time.  He  then  began  farming  and  was  thus 
engaged  when  the  war  broke  out  and  caused  him  to 
lay  aside  his  implements  of  peace  and  take  up  war- 
like weapons.  He  enlisted  in  the  One  Hundred 
and  Fourth  Ohio  Infantry,  commanded  by  Col. 
Riley,  August  14,  1862,  and  was  assigned  to  Com- 
pany K. 

When  sent  to  the  front  Mr.  McDivitt  was  in 
Knoxville  during  the  twenty-two  days'  siege  of  that 
city  by  Longstreet,  and  followed  that  General  in 
his  retreat,  enduring  a  hard  winter's  campaign.  He 
joined  Sherman's  army  in  the  vicinity  of  Tunnel 
Hill,  Ga.,  in  April,  1864,  and  went  through  the 
Atlanta  campaign,  being  under  fire  one  hundred 
and  twenty  days.  He  fought  bravely  in  the  battles 
of  Resaca  and  Uta  Creek,  and  Was  one  of  the  men 
who  followed  Hood  over  four  hundred  miles.  He 
was  in  the  battle  of  Columbia,  November  25,  1864, 
and  later  fought  at  Franklin  and  Nashville.  Mr. 
McDivitt  was  not  wounded  but  suffered  from  sick- 
ness, having  ague,  lung  fever  and  pneumonia  while 
in  Kentucky,  and  losing  the  use  of  his  lower  limbs 
from  rheumatism  after  the  long  chase  after  Hcol. 
He  was  confined  to  the  hospital  many  weary  weeks, 
even  having  to  leave  the  regimental  and  enter  the 
general  hospital.  He  was  mustered  out  June  17, 
1865,  and  received  his  discharge  at  Cleveland, 
June  28/ 

For  some  time  after  the  war  Mr.  McDivitt  worked 
for  others,  but  in  August,  1867,  he  came  to  Eaton 
County,  Mich.,  and  settled.  With  the  exception 
of  three  years  spent  in  Jackson  County,  he  has 
made    Brookfield    Township    his   home,  and  since 
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1873  he  has  lived  on  the  same  farm.  His  fortunes 
were  shared  for  many  years  by  the  lady  to  whom 
he  was  married  March  20,  1846,  and  who  was  re- 
moved from  his  side  by  death  March  13,  1883. 
She  was  known  in  her  maidenhood  as  Miss  Mar- 
garet Williams,  was  a  native  of  Columbiana  County, 
Ohio,  and  was  born  in  1824.  She  was  a  member  of 
the  Evangelical  Association  for  several  years  and 
was  ever  an  earnest,  faithful  and  loving  wife  and 
mother. 

The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McDivitt  are 
eleven  in  number  and  were  named  respectively:  Mary 
J.,  Annie  E..  Larimer  M.,  Henry  M.,  Mertland  H., 
Martha  A.,  Maggie,  Melancthon  H.,  Walter  S., 
Edward  E.  and  Olive  K.  Annie  and  Larimer  are 
deceased ;  Edward  is  a  machinist  in  San  Francisco, 
Cal.,  and  gets  the  highest  wages  paid  in  a  shop  em- 
ploying three  thousand  men ;  Henry  and  Melancthon 
are  machinists  also,  their  homes  being  in  Minneapo- 
lis, Minn. ;  Mertland  is  an  agent  at  Parma,  this  Stater 
Walter  is  a  Free  Methodist  minister  at  Three  Rivers, 
Mich. 

Mr.  McDivitt  voted  the  Democratic  ticket  until 
the  Civil  War  broke  out,  when  he  decided  that  his 
duty  lay  with  the  Republicans  and  his  allegiance 
has  been  given  to  that  party  with  unfailing  regu- 
larity. He  is  identified  with  a  Grand  Army  Post 
and  takes  great  pleasure  in  the  association  with 
other  soldiers.  He  is  a  peaceable  and  law-abiding- 
citizen,  who  pursues  the  even  tenor  of  his  way 
with  an  intelligent  conception  of  the  work  that 
lies  before  him  and  the  duty  he  owes  to  his  fellow- 
men. 


YLVP]STER  HIGGINS.  The  largest  saw- 
mill in  the  vicinity  of  Bellevue,  is  that  put 
up  by  Sylvester  Higgins  some  years  since, 
and  now  operated  by  the  firm  of  S.  &  C.  L. 
Higgins,  who  manufacture  pickets,  broom  handles 
and  other  varieties  of  lumber  products.  The  mill 
is  28x42  feet,  of  thirty  horse-power,  and  has  a  capa- 
city of  six  thousand  square  feet  per  day.  The 
company  ships  lumber  to  Battle  Creek  and  Lan- 
sing, and  does  a  large  business.     The  senior  part 


ner  is  the  owner  of  a  fine  farm  consisting  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty-five  acres  on  section  9,  Bellevue 
Township,  ninety-five  acres  being  improved  with  a 
full  line  of  substantial  buildings,  an  orchard,  and 
the  minor  adornments  and  conveniences  which  be- 
long to  a  well-regulated  estate.  All  these  have 
resulted  from  the  energy  and  good  judgment  of 
the  present  owner  of  the  place. 

Samuel   Higgins,  the    father  of  our  subject,   is 
numbered  among  the  pioneers  of  Eaton  County,  he 
having  been  the  tirst  to  settle  in  the   northern  part 
of  Bellevue  Township.     He  was  born  in    Middle 
Haddam,  Conn.,  and  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade,  and 
also  carried  on  a  farm  in  Franklin   County,  Mass. 
He   removed   from  that  place   to    North    Adams, 
where  he  worked  in  a  calico   factory   until   1836, 
when   he  came   hither.     He  bought  sixty  acres  of 
Government  land,  which  is  a   part  of   the   present 
estate  of  his  son  Sylvester,  and  taking  up  his  resi- 
dence in  a  log  house,  followed  farming  until  a  short 
time  before  his  death.     He  then  lived  retired  in 
Marshall,  but  died  at  Battle  Creek  while  on  a  visit 
there.     He  was  then  seventy-five  years   old.     Dur- 
ing the  Revolution  he  went  out  to  defend   Boston 
Harbor.     He    was    an    Elder    in    the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  was  an  upright  and  earnest  Christian. 
His  wife,  formerly   Elizabeth    Nims,  was  born  in 
Shelburne,  Mass.,  and  died  in  Bellevue  when  sixty- 
eight  3'ears  old. 

The  family  of  which  Sylvester  Higgins  is  the 
sixth  member  and  the  only  survivor,  included 
eleven  brothers  and  sisters.  He  was  born  in  Heath, 
Mass.,  March  8,  1810,  and  until  he  was  twenty 
years  old  lived  on  a  farm  there.  He  had  good  com- 
mon school  privileges  and  excellent  home  training, 
remaining  under  the  parental  roof  until  he  was  ap- 
prenticed at  wagon-making  at  Colerain.  After  two 
years  spent  in  that  place,  he  took  a  tramp  with  a 
partner  to  Norwich,  where  he  hired  out  for  the  win- 
ter. Thence  he  went  to  Windham,  Conn.,  where 
he  worked  two  years,  going  from  that  place  to 
North  Adams,  where,  as  one  of  the  firm  of  Higgins 
&  Everett  he  was  engaged  in  manufacturing  car- 
riages and  repairing  coaches  three  years. 

In  the  spring  of  1837  Mr.  Higgins  came  to  this 
State,  and  buying  land  in  the  township  in  which  he 
now  lives  he  tilled  the  soil  here  until  the  fall  of 
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183S,  when  he  returned  to  Massachusetts.  He  took 
a  contract  to  build  twenty-five  wagons  at  Charle- 
mont,  and  when  the  job  was  finished  went  to  Cov- 
ington, built  a  shop  and  carried  it  on  five  years. 
Coming  again  to  Southern  Michigan  he  built  a  log 
house  and  again  took  up  farm  work  on  a  thirty-five 
acre  tract  north  of  Bellevue.  He  bought  and  sold 
farms  for  three  or  four  years,  and  made  money  in 
this  way.  He  purchased  property  on  section  9, 
and  in  1850  bought  the  homestead  of  sixty,  acres, 
upon  which  he  located,  and  to  which  he  added  un- 
til the  estate  amounted  to  two  hundred  acres.  In 
1868  he  put  up  an  immense  barn  at  a  cost  of  $3,000, 
and  also  started  a  sawmill  of  ten  horse-power.  A 
couple  of  years  later  he  built  the  present  mill.  He 
was  also  engaged  in  hop  raising  for  some  time,  cul- 
tivating six  acres  a  year,  and  had  a  large  hop  house. 
His  son  C.  L.,  who  is  a  natural  mechanic,  invented 
a  hop  press  and  they  built  three  of  them  and  baled 
some  hops.  Mr.  Higgins  keeps  some  stock,  but 
makes  a  specialty  of  wheat  and  clover  seed,  his 
sales  of  the  latter  amounting  to  from  $200  to  $300 
per  year. 

July  8,  1834,  Mr.  Higgins  and  Miss  Eliza  M. 
Bisbee  became  husband  and  wife,  the  wedding  cere- 
mony taking  place  at  the  bride's  home  in  Plainfield, 
Mass.  That  lady  was  a  daughter  of  John  Bisbee, 
a  Massachusetts  farmer,  was  a  capable  housekeeper, 
a  devoted  wife  and  mother,  and  a  good  neighbor. 
She  was  a  Spiritualist  in  belief.  She  shared  her 
husband's  fortunes  more  than  half  a  century,  clos- 
ing her  eyes  to  earthly  scenes  February  5,  1888,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-seven  years.  The  children  that 
came  to  bless  this  happy  union  are  five  in  number: 
Charles,  the  first-born,  is  proprietor  of  the  Toronto 
(Canada)  Billiard  Hall;  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Ira 
Seargent,  their  home  being  in  Bellevue;  C.  L.,  his 
father's  partner,  married  Miss  Caroline  Fitch,  and 
has  four  children;  Henry,  who  is  now  a  traveling 
salesman,  was  a  member  of  the  Twentieth  Michigan 
Infantry  during  the  Civil  War;  Horatio  is  a  manu- 
facturer of  lumber,  and  has  also  a  cider  mill  and  jelly 
factory  in  Bellevue.  C.  L.  Higgins  volunteered  in 
August,  1861,  in  the  Sixty-sixth  Illinois  Regiment 
of  Western  Sharpshooters,  Company  C,  and  was 
mustered  into  service  at  St.  Louis,  Mo.  He  fought 
at  Pittsburg  Landing,  Ft.   Donelson  and    Shiloh, 


and  during  the  advance  to  Atlanta.  He  was  mus- 
tered out  in  August,  1864.  He  is  a  carpenter  by 
trade,  and  is  a  member  of  the  order  of  Patrons  of 
Industry. 

Mr.  Higgins  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  four 
years,  Commissioner  of  Highways  three  years,  and 
had  a  place  upon  the  School  Board  twenty  years  in 
succession.  He  votes  a  straight  Republican  ticket 
and  has  frequently  been  sent  to  county  and  State 
conventions.  Although  eighty-one  years  old  he  is 
still  able  to  stand  in  the  mill  and  saw  pickets  all 
day,  a  feat  that  few  men  of  seventy  would  find 
easy  to  accomplish.  He  is  widely  known  and  well 
regarded  by  his  acquaintances. 


ENRY  HAMLYN  has  been  engaged  in  the 
butcher's  business  longer  than  is  the  case 
with  any  other  person  in  the  southwestern 
part  of  Eaton  County.  He  has  been  very 
successful  in  the  affairs  of  life  and  is  in  good  cir- 
cumstances. His  means  have  not  been  accumulated 
without  hard  work  and  the  exercise  of  prudence  and 
forethought,  and  those  who  know  him  feel  that  he 
has  won  no  more  than  he  deserves.  His  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  thirty  acres,  is  on  section  9,  well 
improved,  and  is  pleasantly  located  five  miles  from 
town.  It  is  devoted  to  a  variety  of  crops  and 
stock,  and  is  superintended  by  the  owner,  who  also 
owns  the  place  of  business  in  Bellevue  and  a  house 
and  lot  where  he  resides. 

Mr.  Hamlyn  is  a  native  of  Buenos  Ayres,  South 
America,  where  he  was  born  September  3,  1830. 
His  parents,  John  and  Caroline  (Forastal)  Hamlyn, 
were  born  in  Devonshire,  England,  and  the  mother 
died  in  New  York  manyk years  ago.  The  father 
was  a  son  of  Thomas  Hamlyn,  of  English  birth.  He, 
himself,  was  a  cabinetmaker  and  a  very  skillful 
workman.  After  his  marriage  he  went  to  Monte 
Video,  South  America,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade 
and  whence  he  removed  to  Buenos  Ayres.  From 
that  city  he  came  to  America  when  his  son  Henry 
was  five  years  old.  He  established  himself  in 
Lockport,  N.  Y.,  but  after  a  time  went  to  Alcott 
on  the  lake  shore,  and  at  that  place  he  was  bereft 
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of  his  wife.  From  that  locality  he  moved  into 
Canada,  where  he  spent  fourteen  years,  dividing  his 
time  between  the  towns  of  Paris  and  Brantford. 
He  next  came  to  Michigan,  making  his  home  in 
Genesee  County  for  some  time,  then  removing  to 
Oakland  County  and  finally  coming  to  Bellevue. 
Here  he  bought  a  store  and  engaged  in  the  sale  of 
merchandise,  in  which  he  did  well.  He  owned  an 
eighty-acre  farm  near  town,  and  village  property. 

From  Bellevue  John  Hamlyn  went  to  Labette 
County,  Kan.,  where  he  was  engaged  in  farming 
about  seven  years.  He  owned  a  tract  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres,  and  in  addition  to  oper- 
ating it  dealt  in  real  estate.  He  met  with  misfortunes 
through  which  he  lost  nearly  all  his  possessions,  and 
trading  the  balance  for  property  in  Watertown, 
N.  Y.,  he  spent  two  years  there.  Again  he  met 
with  reverses,  and  having  lost  his  all  he  returned  to 
Bellevue  to  the  home  of  his  son  Henry,  with  whom 
he  continued  to  reside  until  his  death  in  1887.  He 
was  a  well-read  man,  well-informed  on  all  subjects 
and  was  quite  a  linguist.  He  held  many  debates  in 
Kansas  and  wrote  much,  leaving  numerous  manu- 
scripts.    Politically  he  was  a  Republican. 

The  first  language  spoken  by  Henry  Hamlyn  was 
Spanish,  which  was  the  prevailing  tongue  in  the 
citv  of  his  birth.  .  He  accompanied  his  parents  to 
the  United  States  and  when  about  twelve  years  old 
went  to  Canada.  Three  years  later  he  began  work 
in  a  cabinet  shop  and  worked  at  his  trade  until  the 
removal  to  this  State.  Here  he  helped  his  father 
improve  a  farm,  working  with  him  until  he  was  of 
age,  when  he  began  life  for  himself.  Going  into 
Oakland  County  he  spent  some  years  as  a  farm 
laborer,  being  employed  by  one  man  for  nine  con- 
secutive years.  He  spent  two  winters  in  going  to 
school,  as  he  had  previously  had  but  limited  edu- 
cational privileges. 

In  1859  Mr.  Hamlyn  came  to  Bellevue,  where 
for  two  years  he  was  employed  in  various  ways. 
He  then  engaged  in  the  butcher's  business,  at  which 
he  continued  until  1876  when  he  sold  out  and  lo- 
cated on  his  farm.  He  operated  the  property  for 
three  years,  giving  considerable  attention  to  the 
stock  business,  and  then  returned  to  town  and  re- 
engaged in  butchering  as  one  of  the  firm  of  Beers 
&  Hamlyn.     The  association  continued  six  years, 


when  our  subject  bought  out  his  partner  and  car- 
ried on  the  business  alone  two  years.  The  old  con- 
nection was  then  renewed  and  was  in  force  until 
the  fall  of  1889,  when  Mr.  Beers  sold  out  to  Mr. 
Osmin. 

In  Oakland  County,  which  was  the  native  place 
of  the  bride,  Henry  Hamlyn  and  Olive  Burt  were 
united  in  marriage  in  1854.  Mrs.  Hamlyn  is  a 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clark  Burt  and  is  a 
capable  and  intelligent  woman,  an  earnest  Christian 
and  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
To  her  and  her  husband  six  children  have  been 
born,  named  respectively:  Richard,  Edwin,  Archie, 
Anna,  John  and  Ross.  The  eldest  assists  his 
father;  Edwin  is  a  pharmacist  in  Battle  Creek;  and 
Archie  is  employed  in  a  meat  market  there.  The 
younger  members  of  the  family  are  still  at  home. 

As  Village  Trustee  Mr.  Hamlyn  has  served  four 
years  and  as  Township  Treasurer  three  years.  He 
belongs  to  the  IVlasonic  lodge  in  Bellevue  and  is  an 
active  Republican,  who  represents  his  associates  in 
county  conventions.  His  spirit  is  liberal  and  he  is 
ever  prompt  to  aid  the  helpless  and  to  contribute 
to  every  benevolent  object  and  good  work.  Open- 
hearted  in  his  intercourse  and  honorable  in  his 
dealings,  he  has  hosts  of  friends. 


0E.  HAWKINS.  The  Eaton  Rapids  Herald 
is  a  journal  well  known  in  Eaton  County  and 
the  adjoining  country  as  a  medium  of  in- 
formation regarding  the  news  of  the  day,  affairs  in 
which  the  people  of  the  locality  are  specially  inter- 
ested, and  various  matters  which  pertain  to  the 
good  of  all  humanity.  Of  this  sheet  Mr.  Hawkins 
is  sole  proprietor  and  editor-in  chief,  and  in  its 
control  he  is  adding  to  an  already  established  repu- 
tation as  a  newspaper  man.  Although  quite  a 
young  man,  he  has  had  some  years'  experience  in 
the  fields  of  journalism,  and  knows  well  how  to 
manage  the  enterprise  he  has  in  hand. 

Mr.  Hawkins  was  born  in  Spartansburg,  Pa., 
February  22,  1858,  and  is  a  son  of  Albert  E.  and 
Sylvia  C.  (Lowden)  Hawkins,  who  came  to  Michi- 
gan in    1864.     They  located  in    Monroe  County, 


t^syi/ 


cZLct 


c^M^jync^ 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


533 


but  later  went  to  Lenawee  County,  and  in  the  High 
School  at  Deerfield  the  son  completed  his  studies. 
At  the  age  of  fifteen  years  he  entered  the  office  of 
the  Enterprise  at  Dundee,  where  he  obtained  a  thor- 
ough practical  knowledge  of  the  printer's  trade  and 
the  various  departments  of  newspaper  work.  In 
May,  1878  he  established  the  Deerfield  Record, 
which  he  conducted  six  years  and  three  months, 
and  then  sold,  buying  instead  the  Milan  Journal. 
A  little  more  than  a  twelvemonth  later  he  disposed 
of  that  sheet,  and  bought  the  Salina  Observer, 
which  he  edited  three  years,  and  at  the  expiration 
of  that  period  sold  it  and  bought  the  Eaton  Rapids 
Herald. 

In  1888  Mr.  Hawkins  was  married  to  Miss  Mary 
A.  Crolius,  a  native  of  Milan,  this  State,  whose 
bright  mind  and  pleasing  manners  gain  friends  for 
her  wherever  she  is  known.  Mr.  Hawkins  is  a 
genial,  quick-witted  man,  whose  keen  observation 
and  habits  of  thought  afford  him  much  pleasure  as 
well  as  form  a  lever  to  advance  his  financial  inter- 
ests. 

— *— 3£— ■*— 

ffi  OHN  LAWRENCE,  the  oldest  settler  now 
living  in  Barry  County,  was  born  in  Madi- 
son County,  N.  Y.,  March  8,  1824.  He 
accompanied  his  parents  West  in  October, 
1834,  crossing  the  lake  from  Buffalo  to  Detroit, 
and  continuing  the  journey  with  a  team  according 
to  the  primitive  custom.  The  now  flourishing 
cities  of  Ypsilanti  and  Ann  Arbor  were  mere  ham- 
lets and  the  site  of  Jackson  was  occupied  by  a  log 
store  and  two  shanties.  Marshall  was  even  less 
conspicuous,  and  the  surrounding  country  was  an 
almost  unbroken  wilderness,  frequented  by  wild 
animals,  and  the  haunt  of  Indians.  Young  Law- 
rence soon  developed  the  hunter's  instinct  and 
many  a  deer  fell  before  his  unerring  shot.  He 
kept  count  of  the  animals  he  killed  until  the  num- 
ber passed  one  hundred,  but  he  only  killed  one 
bear. 

The  name  of  the  Rev.  Moses  Lawrence  is  held 
in  honor  by  a  large  number  of  people  both  in  this 
section  and  in  the  East.  He  who  bore  it  was  born 
in  England  in   1790,   and  emigrated   to   America 


when  a  youth  of  eighteen  years.  For  forty  years 
he  was  engaged  in  the  ministry,  continuing  his 
labors  long  after  he  came  to  Michigan,  although 
he  made  his  home  on  a  farm.  In  the  pioneer  days 
he  officiated  at  many  marriages  and  performed  the 
last  sad  rites  over  many  who  were  called  hence. 
He  organized  the  first  Protestant  Methodist  Society 
at  Hickory  Corners,  a  short  distance  east  of  which 
he  entered  a  tract  of  land.  He  lived  to  the  age  of 
seventy-three  years,  seeing  a  decided  change  in  the 
country  whose  people  he  loved  and  aided  for 
years.  His  first  wife,  Jerusha  Fargo,  a  native  of 
the  Empire  State,  died  in  1838.  The  marriage  was 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  eight  children,  three  of 
whom  are  now  living. 

It  was  five  years  after  the  Lawrence  family 
located  near  Hickory  Corners,  ere  a  schoolhouse 
was  built  within  reach  of  the  children  of  the  fam- 
ily. He  of  whom  we  write  had  therefore  but  lim- 
ited opportunities  for  schooling  and  even  after  the 
district  was  organized  he  could  attend  only  about 
three  months  each  winter.  This  lack,  however, 
did  not  prevent  him  from  gaining  information  at 
various  sources  and  he  became  thoroughly  versed 
in  the  practical  duties  of  life.  He  helped  his  father 
to  clear  and  improve  eighty  acres  of  land,  and 
when  he  was  of  age,  began  on  his  own  account, 
buying  eighty  acres  of  timber  on  section  33,  Barry 
Township,  at  $3.50  per  acre.  He  built  a  log  house 
and  set  industriously  to  work  to  clear  and  improve 
the  property,  which  in  time  became  a  choice  and 
thoroughly  equipped  farm.  He  now  has  one  hun- 
dred acres  adorned  with  a  large  substantial  farm 
house  and  every  necessary  and  convenient  out- 
building. 

The  present  financial  status  of  Mr.  Lawrence  has 
not  been  gained  without  labor  and  forethought. 
In  his  earlier  years  he  suffered  many  hardships  and 
was  obliged  to  toil  laboriously,  but  every  trial  was 
looked  upon  as  a  stepping  stone  to  future  comfort 
and  the  progress  of  the  commonwerdth,  and  borne 
uncomplainingly  and  cheerfully.  The  most  griev- 
ous trial  was  occasioned  by  sickness  from  which  at 
times  the  pioneers  suffered  so  severely  that  there 
were  not  enough  well  persons  in  the  little  commu- 
nity to  properly  care  for  the  sick.  In  1838  the 
bloody  flux  raged  among  them  and  many  died  from 
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the  terrible  disease,  seven  corpses  lying  at  one 
time  in  the  little  neighborhood  surrounding  Hick- 
ory Corners.  As  the  country  was  built  up  the 
sanitary  condition  improved  and  such  scenes  be- 
came things  of  the  past. 

When  Mr.  Lawrence  was  twelve  years  old  he 
was  one  day  watching  the  hogs  in  the  wheat  stub- 
ble when  some  drunken  Indians  passed  and  set 
their  dogs  on  the  swine.  One  hog  was  killed  by 
the  canines  and  young  Lawrence  shot  a  dog.  The 
Indians  followed  him  home,  threatening  to  shoot 
him  and  snapping  a  gun  at  him  several  times. 
Some  years  afterward  he  was  met  by  an  old  Indian 
who  asked  where  the  fellow  was  who  shot  his  dog 
and  received  the  reply  that  he  had  gone  to  New 
York.  uUgh,"  said  the  inclian,  u  me  see  him,  me 
kill  him." 

In  his  early  manhood  Mr.  Lawrence  won  for  his 
wife  Miss  Abigail  Bowker,  a  native  of  New  York, 
with  whom  he  was  united  April  20,  1847.  After 
a  few  years  of  wedded  life  the  wife  was  borne  to 
the  tomb,  having  breathed  her  last  June  18,  1853. 
She  left  one  daughter,  Esther  Ann,  who  is  now 
married  and  living  in  Missouri.  His  second  mat- 
rimonial alliance  was  contracted  by  Mr.  Lawrence 
November  20,  1855,  his  bride  on  this  occasion 
being  Miss  Caroline  Newton,  an  English  lady  who 
was  born  in  1835.  She  came  to  America  with  her 
parents  in  1850,  their  home  being  made  in  Wash- 
tenaw County,  this  State,  whence  they  afterward 
removed  to  Barry  County.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Newton  died  in  Hope  Township.  The  present 
Mrs.  Lawrence  is  the  mother  of  six  children,  who 
were  christened:  Ezra,  Albert,  Adeline  M.,  Charles 
H.,  John  W.  and  Frederick  B.  Two  are  deceased, 
Ezra  and  Adeline. 

When  political  issues  first  held  the  attention  of 
Mr.  Lawrence  he  decided  in  favor  of  Democracy, 
but  when  the  Republican  party  was  organized  he 
cast  in  his  influence  with  the  new  body  and  still 
gives  it  his  allegiance.  He  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Masonic  order  for  nearly  twenty  years  and 
takes  great  interest  in  the  moral  and  benevolent 
aspects  of  its  work.  Fie  and  his  wife  are  members 
in  high  standing  of  the  Protestant  Methodist 
Church  and  are  widely  and  favorably  known.  Mr. 
Lawrence   is   a  modest,   unassuming  man,   whose 


intelligence  and  worth  of  character  are  learned  by 
acquaintance  and  grow  upon  those  who  know  him. 
A  portrait  of  Mr.  Lawrence  will  be  found  on 
another  page  of  this  volume. 
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?ILLARD  E.  HOLT,  the  junior  editor  of  the 
Vermontville  (Eaton  County)  Echo,  is  a 
young  gentleman,  possessed  of  those  happy 
traits  of  character  that  enable  him  to  keep  up  the 
liveliness  of  the  Echo  with  the  ease  and  talent,  that 
is  much  admired  throughout  the  communit}^. 
There  is  certainly  no  position  in  life  that  requires 
more  energy,  good  judgment  and  education  than 
does  editorial  work.  Mr.  Holt  was  ushered  into 
the  world  in  Canton,  Wayne  County,  this  State, 
June  4,  1860,  and  is  the  son  of  Horace  and  Nellie 
M.  (Powell)  Holt, 

The  parental  family  numbered  two  children,  our 
subject  and  a  brother  who  died  in  infancy.  The 
father  passed  away  when  he  of  whom  we  write  was 
one  and  one-half  years  old.  Mrs.  Holt  then 
removed  to  Lansing  where  she  married  John  C. 
Sherman,  of  Eaton  County,  who  shortly  after- 
ward took  up  his  residence  in  Olivet.  Their  next 
removal  was  to  a  farm  near  Charlotte  where  our 
subject  was  reared  and  educated  in  the  Charlotte 
schools.  He  was  graduated  from  the  High  School 
at  that  place  in  1884,  and  thence  came  to  Vermont- 
ville where  he  was  employed  on  the  local  paper 
one  year  when,  in  company  with  James  H.  Knox, 
of  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  they  purchased  the  plant. 
Two  years  later  Mr.  Sherman  bought  the  interest 
of  Mr.  Knox  and  they  have  since  been  conducting 
their  business  under  the  title  of  Holt  &  Sherman. 

Mr.  Holt  is  a  Republican  and  takes  sufficient 
interest  in  politics  to  be  at  the  polls  every  election 
day  and  cast  a  straight  ballot.  He  has  served  in 
the  capacity  of  village  Treasurer  for  three  years, 
Recorder  one  term  and  School  Inspector  two  terms. 
During  his  entire  residence  here  he  has  been 
Recorder  for  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Work- 
men, of  which  he  has  been  a  member  for  the  past 
six  years.  He  has  also  been  Treasurer  of  the 
Eaton  County  Republican  League  for  several  years. 
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He  is  a  prominent  member  of  the  Vermontville 
Masonic  order  and  a  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional choir. 

Miss  Lina  V,  Kennedy  became  Mrs.  Holt  Octo- 
ber 15,  1885.  She  is  a  native  of  Vermontville  and 
is  the  daughter  of  Talma  R.  and  Helen  M.  Kennedy. 
They  are  the  parents  of  two  children,  Lucile  and 
Hortense.  Mr.  Holt  has  for  the  past  ten  years  been 
a  correspondent  for  the  leading  Chicago  and  Detroit 
dailies.  He  aids  in  making  the  Echo  the  breezy 
and  interesting  sheet  it  is  and  this  paper  flies  regu- 
larly into  about  nine  hundred  homes  that  would 
be  lost  without  their  spicy  little  visitor. 


V|)  OHN  R.  HALL.  This  well-known  resident 
of  Bellevue,  Eaton  County,  is  engaged  in 
grain  dealing  and  is  proprietor  of  the  ele- 
vator which  is  one  of  the  prominent  features 
of  trade  in  the  place.  The  town  being  surrounded 
by  a  flourishing  agricultural  region  and  the  grain 
raised  in  this  part  of  the  State  being  excellent,  that 
commodity  commands  good  prices  and  Mr.  Hall 
handles  hundred  of  bushels.  Having  been  reared 
on  a  farm  he  is  a  good  judge  of  the  products  of 
the  soil,  and  having  had  some  experience  in  busi- 
ness life  prior  to  instituting  his  present  occupation, 
he  had  good  groundwork  on  which  to  build  up  his 
affairs. 

Mr.  Hall  is  descended  from  old  New  England 
stock,  the  former  home  of  the  family  having  been 
in  Vermont.  The  grandfather,  Seth  Hall,  farmed 
in  that  State  for  some  years,  then  removed  to  Del- 
aware County,  N.  Y.,  and  opened  up  a  tract  of 
land.  There  he  finally  entered  into  rest.  The 
maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Reuben  Boyd, 
was  also  an  early  settler  in  Delaware  County  and 
engaged  in  farming.  Both  were  participants  in  the 
War  of  1812  and  Mr.  Hall  was  crippled  from  its 
effects.  Simeon  Hall,  father  of  him  of  whom  we 
write,  was  born  in  the  Green  Mountain  State,  fol- 
lowed the  same  occupation  as  his  father,  and  owned 
property  in  New  York,  where  he  died  in  1883.  His 
wife,  formerly  Betsey  Boyd,  was  born  in  Massachu- 
setts and  now  lives  in  Holyoke,  that  State,  with    a 


daughter.  The  honored  couple  reared  eight  chil- 
dren, of  whom  John  R.  is  the  second  in  order  of 
birth. 

This  gentleman  was  born  near  Deposit,  Delaware 
County,  N.  Y.,  February  10,  1847,  reared  on  the 
farm  and  had  district  school  advantages  until 
he  was  sixteen  years  old.  He  then  became  a  stu- 
dent in  Laurel  Bank  Seminary  at  Deposit,  where 
he  devoted  himself  assiduously  to  the  pursuit  of 
knowledge  for  three  years.  He  then  determined  to 
come  West  and  on  May  23,  1867,  reached  Tecum- 
seh,  this  State.  A  short  sojourn  only  was  made 
there  and  coming  on  to  Bellevue  Mr.  Hall  became 
a  clerk  for  Gage  <fe  Hughes  with  whom  he  remained 
until  1871.  He  then  began  dealing  in  grain,  work- 
ing on  commission  for  J.  M.  Ward,  of  Battle  Creek 
for  nine  years.  He  proved  successful,  and  finally 
determined  to  engage  in  business  for  himself,  and 
buying  out  his  employer  and  purchasing  an  ele- 
vator, the  business  house  of  J.  R.  Hall  was  set  up. 

The  elevator  now  used  by  Mr.  Hall  was  built  in 
1890  after  his  own  design,  and  is  24x105  feet  in 
dimensions,  with  a  capacity  of  twenty-five  thousand 
bushels.  It  is  the  largest  and  most  complete  in  the 
county,  having  ail  the  modern  conveniences,  and 
is  pointed  out  to  all  strangers  in  Bellevue  as  one  of 
the  institutions  of  the  city,  Mr.  Hall  is  one  of  the 
largest  individual  shippers  in  Eaton  County,  and 
this  fact  is  very  creditable  to  him  as  he  began  at 
the  bottom  of  the  ladder  and  climbed  up  to  easy 
circumstances.  He  has  a  pleasant  and  valuable 
town  property,  consisting  of  a  substantial  residence 
and  large  lot,  and  he  also  owns  an  improved  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Huron  County 
and  a  store  building  in  Petoskey.  For  four  years 
he  was  a  partner  in  the  firm  of  Evans,  Hunsiker 
&  Co.,  dealers  in  dry-goods,  merchandise  and 
lumber,  but  sold  out  his  interest  to  his  partners  on 
account  of  the  great  amount  of  work  he  had  to  do. 
He  has  found  his  grain  business  sufficiently  exten- 
sive to  occupy  his  time  and  employ  his  business 
talents,  without  other  additions  save  the  light  bur- 
dens of  owning  real  estate. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Hall  and  Miss  Louisa  Fitz- 
gerald was  solemnized  at  the  bride's  home  in 
Bellevue  in  1875  and  has  been  blest  to  them  by 
the  birth  of  three  children — Juno  and  Helena,  both 
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of  whom  are  at  home,  and  one  died  in  infancy.  Mrs. 
Hall  is  a  daughter  of  Capt.  Reuben  Fitzgerald,  the 
first  white  settler  in  Eaton  County.  That  gentle- 
man was  born  in  Montgomery  County,  Md,,  Febru- 
ary 23,  1800,  and  was  seven  years  old  when  his 
father,  Redmond  Fitzgerald,  removed  to  Ontario 
County,  N.  Y.  There  a  tract  of  wild  land  was 
purchased  on  which  Reuben  grew  to  a  strong  and 
vigorous  manhood.  His  educational  advantages 
were  limited,  but  he  became  a  skilled  workman  on 
the  farm  and  as  a  m older,  and  built  up  a  character 
of  genuine  worth.  He  worked  at  his  trade  in  a 
foundry  seven  years  after  having  spent  some  time 
as  a  farm  hand,  and  accumulated  a  few  hundred 
dollars  with  which  he  bought  a  small  farm  in 
Onondaga  County.  He  visited  Michigan  in  1832 
and  bought  a  tract  of  land  on  sections  23  and  28, 
Bellevue  Township,  Eaton  County,  to  which  he 
came  to  reside  July  4,  1833. 

Capt.  Fitzgerald  came  to  Bellevue  in  the  summer 
of  1833,  clearing  the  road  and  lived  in  his  wagon 
while  building  a  bark  shanty  or  wigwam.  The 
bark  was  claimed  by  Indians  who  were  then  en- 
camped where  the  village  of  Bellevue  now  stands, 
and  who  strongly  objected  to  having  a  wigwam 
like  theirs  turned  into  a  white  man's  residence. 
The  Captain  insisted  upon  his  rights  and  occupied 
his  tepee  until  fall,  when,  having  brought  lumber 
and  other  material  from  Marshall,  he  built  the  first 
frame  house  in  the  county,  on  the  site  of  the  pres- 
ent residence  of  the  Hon.  H.  M.  Allen.  Going  to 
work  with  a  will  and  being  economical  as  well  as 
industrious,  he  prospered  in  his  worldly  affairs  and 
became  the  owner  of  many  acres  of  valuable  land. 
He  did  much  to  encourage  and  build  up  the  village 
of  Bellevue,  part  of  which  is  located  on  his  origi- 
nal farm.  He  was  a  leader  in  all  public  enterprises 
and  good  works,  was  generous  toward  them  and  to 
individuals  who  were  in  need,  and  was  honored 
and  esteemed  by  all.  Having  been  a  commander 
of  a  militia  company  in  New  York  his  title  fol- 
lowed him  here  and  he  was  familiarly  known  as 
"the  Captain."  In  politics  he  was  a  Democrat. 
His  death  occurred  July  20,  1873. 

Capt.  Fitzgerald  was  first  married  to  Judith 
Sweeting,  who  was  bom  in  Oneida  County,  N.  Y., 
April  15,  1802,  and   died   in  February,  1837.     To 


this  union  there  were  born  six  children.  The 
second  marriage  of  Capt.  Fitzgerald  was  to  Florinda 
Eld  red,  who  was  born  in  Otsego  County,  N.  Y., 
January  12,  1818,  and  is  now  living  in  Bellevue 
with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hall.  She  is  a  daughter  of 
Judge  Eldred,  a  Michigan  pioneer,  who  served 
two  terms  in  the  State  Legislature  of  New  York 
and  filled  a  similar  place  in  that  of  this  State  in 
later  years.  He  came  to  Kalamazoo  County  in  1832 
and  the  next  year  located  on  Climax  Prairie  where 
he  was  instrumental  in  building  up  the  village  of 
Climax.  He  gained  considerable  wealth  and  great 
prominence.  He  was  Associate  Judge  for  years  and 
died  in  1877.  Mrs.  Hail  is  the  fourth  of  the  seven 
children  born  of  her  father's  second  marriage.  Her 
natal  day  was  May  8,  1849,  her  birthplace  the  city 
in  which  she  still  lives  and  in  which  she  was  edu- 
cated. 

For  years  Mr.  Hall  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Village  Board.  He  is  a  Democrat,  intelligent  and 
earnest,  and  has  frequently  served  his  party  as  a 
delegate  to  county  and  State  Conventions.  Much 
interested  in  Masonry,  he  belongs  to  the  Blue 
Lodge  and  Chapter  at  Bellevue  and  Commandery 
at  Charlotte.  He  and  his  amiable  wife  are  num- 
bered among  the  best  citizens  of  the  place  and  are 
prominent  in  all  social  affairs. 


r1    V~^l 
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M  NTHONY  KREAMER,  a  well-to-do  farmer 
HM  residing  on  section  4,  township  of  Sunfield, 
(8  Eaton  County,  ranks  high  among  his  fel- 
low-citizens as  a  man  of  sterling  worth. 
He  was  born  in  Wayne  Township,  Wayne  County, 
Ohio,  April  16,  1837.  The  Kreamer  family  is  of 
German  origin  and  was  founded  in  America  by  the 
great-grandfather  of  our  subject.  His  grandpa- 
rents, Michael  and  Susan  Kreamer  were  both  natives 
of  Pennsylvania  where  was  also  born  John  Kream- 
er, the  father  of  our  subject.  His  birth  occurred 
in  Lancaster  County,  about  1806,  and  in  his  youth 
he  learned  the  trade  of  shoemaking.  Having 
removed  to  Wayne  County,  Ohio,  he  there  wedded 
Mary  Fralick,  who  was  born  in  Columbia  County, 
Pa.,  February    10,   1810.      Becoming    financially 
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embarrassed     during     the     panic     of     1837,    to 
obtain  relief  he  began  working  on  the  Erie  Canal 
and  in    less   than  a   month    from   that  time   was 
drowned  near  Cincinnati,  Ohio.     The  mother  sub- 
sequently married  John  Shidler  of  Wayne  County, 
Ohio,  where  they  remained  until  1849,  when  they 
removed  to  Richland  County,  that  State.     Their 
next  place  of  residence  was  in  Noble  County,  Ind. 
The  mother  is  still  living,  making  her  home  in 
White  County,  Ind.  with  her  youngest  son,  James 
P.    Shidler.     The    family   to    which    our   subject 
belongs  numbered    four    children — Elizabeth  and 
George  who  died   in    infancy;   Erneline,    wife  of 
Martin  McDonald,  a   farmer  residing  near  South 
Miiford,  La  Grange  County,  Ind.;  and  Anthony. 
By    her   second   union    Mrs.   Shidler    became  the 
mother  of  six  children,  namely:    Isaac  of  Gabon, 
Ohio;   Susan,  deceased;   George  who  served  as  a 
soldier  in  the  late  war  and  is  now  living  in  Monti- 
cello,  Ind.;  William,  who  was  killed  at  the  battle 
of  Lookout  Mountain  while  serving  as  one  of  the 
boys  in   blue;  Jane,  wife  of  Samuel  Albright  of 
White  County,  Ind.;  and  James  P.  who  resides  in 
the  same  county. 

It  was  during  the  infancy  of  our  subject  that 
the  death  of  his  father  occurred.  He  remained 
with  his  mother  until  eleven  years  of  age,  when  he 
went  to  live  with  his  grandparents,  but  twelve 
months  later  he  started  out  in  life  for  himself  and 
from  that  time  has  been  dependent  upon  his  own 
resources.  He  is  indeed  a  self-made  man.  He 
began  working  for  a  farmer  in  Richland  County, 
Ohio,  for  $2.50  per  month  and  retained  that  posi- 
tion for  two  and  a  half  years,  after  which  he  was 
employed  in  a  livery  stable  at  Shelby,  Ohio,  for  a 
year.  The  succeeding  season  he  engaged  in  team- 
ing in  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  and  then  went  to  Swan, 
Noble  County,  Ind.,  where  he  remained  seven  years, 
working  on  a  farm  as  an  employe  in  a  sawmill  or 
assisting  to  build  a  plank  road. 

In  the  meantime  Mr.  Kreamer  was  married,  Miss 
Charity  M.  Wright,  of  Swan,  becoming  his  wife. 
Their  union  was  celebrated  April  12,  1860,  and 
unto  them  were  born  eight  children  as  follows : 
Dayton  J.,  Orville  A.,  William  W.,  Carrie  A., 
Emma,  Oliver,  Oscar  and  John  C.  The  mother  of 
this  family,  who  was  born  in  November,  1835,  and 


was  a  daughter  of  Oliver  and  Amanda  Wright, 
departed  this  life  June  13,  1877.  On  the  12th  of 
March,  1879,  Mr.  Kreamer  was  joined  in  wedlock 
with  Catherine  A.  Smith,  widow  of  Robert  Smith 
of  Sunfieid,  and  a  daughter  of  Asa  and  Elizabeth 
Stinchcomb  of  Sunfieid  Township.  Two  children 
grace  their  union — Ernest  L.  and  Elsie  L. 

Immediately  after  his  first  marriage,  in  the 
spring  of  1860,  Mr.  Kreamer  rented  a  farm  in  De 
Kalb  County,  Ind.,  which  he  operated  until  the 
fall  of  1861.  The  war  having  broken  out,  he  could 
no  longer  remain  quietly  at  home  and  enlisted  as  a 
private  in  the  Fifth  Indiana  Light  Artillery,  serv- 
ing until  February,  1863,  when  on  a  surgeon's 
certificate  of  general  disability,  he  was  discharged 
at  Nashville.  He  participated  in  the  battle%  of 
Bowling  Green,  Ky.,  luka,  Miss.,  Champlain  Hill, 
Stevenson,  Ala.  and  Stone  River,  after  which  battle 
he  was  taken  sick  and  sent  to  the  hospital  in  Nash- 
ville, where  he  remained  until  discharged.  He  was 
never  wounded  or  taken  prisoner  and  never  off 
duty  until  the  sickness  which  necessitated  his  con- 
finement in  the  hospital. 

Mr.    Kreamer  has  never  fully  recovered    from 
the  injurious   effects  of  his   army  life,   but  as  soon 
as   possible   he   resumed   work,   again   renting   the 
same   farm   upon   which    he  lived    previous   to  his 
enlistment.     Selling  out  in  February,  1865,  he  went 
to  St.   Louis,   where  he  entered  the  Government 
employ  and  later  was   transferred  to  Omaha,  Neb., 
his  service  constituting  irregular   warfare  against 
the  Indians  on    the   frontier.     He  there  remained 
until    November,    1865,   during    which    time    the 
troops  suffered  intensely   from   lack  of   provision. 
They   had  to  live   upon  horse  and   mule   flesh  for 
about  six  weeks  and  many  died  of  starvation.     At 
the  time  above  mentioned,  Mr.   Kreamer    returned 
to  South  Miiford,  Ind.,  where  he  worked  at  vari- 
ous employments   until  the   following  April  when 
he  came  to  Eaton  County,   Mich.,   purchasing  the 
farm  in  the  Township  of  Sunfieid    which  has  since 
been  his  home.     It  comprises  eighty   acres,  all  of 
which  was  then  in  its  primitive  condition  and  cov- 
ered with  a  heavy  growth  of  timber,  in  which  the 
chopper's  ax  had  never  awakened  an  echo.     There 
was  not  a  house  in  sight  and  he  had  to  cut  a  road 
to  the  place.     A  log  house,  18x24  feet  was  erected 
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and  in  that  cabin  home  his  family  lived  for  several 
years.  It  is  still  standing,  one  of  the  few  land- 
marks of  pioneer  days  that  yet  remains.  The  usual 
hardships  and  trials  of  frontier  life  fell  to  his  lot. 
He  had  to  pay  $3  per  bushel  for  wheat  and  $9  per 
hundred  for  flour.  Leaving  his  family,  he  went 
fifteen  miles  into  the  forest  to  cut  wood  to  pay  his 
taxes.  He  had  only  $380  to  begin  life  in  the  West 
which  sum  was  soon  expended  and  with  only  his 
strong  right  arm  to  depend  upon  he  has  made  his 
way  in  the  world,  overcoming  the  difficulties  in  his 
path  and  surmounting  all  obstacles  until  he  is  now 
reckoned  among  the  substantial  agriculturalists  of 
Eaton  County.  The  hardships  of  his  army  and 
pioneer  life  have,  however,  undermined  his  health. 
In  politics  he  is  a  Republican.  He  served  three 
years  as  Highway  Commissioner  and  has  held  a 
number  of  township  offices  to  the  credit  of  himself 
and  his  constituents.  Socially  he  is  a  Master 
Mason,  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  society  and 
of  Samuel  W.  Grinnell  Post,  No.  283,  G.  A.  R.  of 
Sunfield. 


ORNELIUS  W.  TOMPKINS  is  one  of  those 
citizens  of  Barry  County  who  can  lookback 
over  many  years  of  life  here  and  feel  a  thrill 
of  grateful  pride  when  recalling  the  early  scenes  and 
contrasting  them  with  those  of  to-day.  He  was  born 
in  Fishkill  Hollow,  N.  Y.,  November  2,  1822,  being 
the  third  of  eight  children  comprising  the  family 
of  Jones  and  Jane  (Conklin)  Tompkins.  He  was 
three  years  old  when  his  parents  removed  to  Tomp- 
kins County,  where  they  sojourned  five  years, 
after  which  they  took  up  their  residence  in 
Wayne  County.  There  he  grew  to  manhood  on  a 
farm,  and  having  been  early  set  to  work  became 
thoroughly  skilled  in  agricultural  pursuits.  His 
school  privileges  were  limited  to  attendance  in  the 
winter  season  and  the  building  in  which  he  conned 
his  lessons  was  made  of  logs  and  supplied  with 
primitive  furniture. 

In  1844  the  Tompkins  family  came  to  Kalama- 
zoo County,  Mich.,  driving  through  Canada.  The 
father  bought  a  farm  in  Comstock  Township  and 
the  son  located  on  one  hundred   and   sixty  acres 


there,  which  he  improved  and  carried  on  a  few 
years.  In  1848  he  came  to  Assyria  Township, 
Barry  County,  and  bought  a  tract  adjoining  that 
which  had  previously  been  settled  upon  by  his 
father.  It  comprised  eighty  acres  of  oak  openings, 
but  not  being  interested  in  farm  work  he  disposed 
of  it  and  opened  a  general  store  in  Assyria.  His 
was  about  the  first  stock  of  goods  placed  on  sale 
there  and  during  the  two  years  in  which  he  lived 
the  life  of  a  merchant  he  was  also  Postmaster.  He 
then  located  on  forty  acres  on  section  21,  where  he 
still  lives,  having  improved  the  property  and  made 
a  comfortable  home.  He  raises  some  stock  but 
gives  bis  attention  principally  to  crops  of  wheat 
and  corn. 

Cornelius  Tompkins,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  July  18, 
1756,  and  was  the  principal  factor  in  the  growth  of 
Fishkill  Hollow.  He  owned  all  the  land  on  which 
it  was  built,  was  a  merchant  and  farmer  and  car- 
ried on  grist,  saw  and  cider  mills.  The  father 
of  C.  W.  Tompkins  was  born  in  Dutchess  County, 
February  14,  1790.  He  farmed  in  his  native  State 
and  later  in  Michigan,  finally  becoming  a  resident 
of  Assyria  Township,  Barry  County,  and  the  owner 
of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  here.  He 
gave  a  site  for  a  school  house,  a  church  and  a 
graveyard,  and  helped  the  people  in  various  ways. 
He  was  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  belonged  to  the 
Republican  party.  His  death  took  place  in  1876. 
His  wife  was  a  daughter  of  Jeremiah  Conklin,  of 
the  Empire  State  and  she  died  in  1870.  She  was 
a  consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

The  wife  of  Cornelius  W.  Tompkins  was  Helen 
M.  Smart,  the  eldest  in  a  family  of  five  children, 
who  was  born  in  Corydon,  N.  H.,  March  1,  1829. 
She  came  with  her  parents  to  this  State  and  grew 
to  womanhood  in  Kalamazoo  County,  completing 
her  education  in  the  Kalamazoo  Seminary.  When 
but  sixteen  years  old  she  began  teaching  and  was 
engaged  in  pedagogical  work  until  her  marriage  in 
1847.  Her  children  are  eight  in  number — Clarence 
M.,  now  in  the  employ  of  the  United  States  Ex- 
press Company  at  St.  Louis,  Mo. ;  George  S.,  work- 
ing on  the  home  farm;  Alice  J.,  wife  of  J.  Ray,  a 
carpenter  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.; Ella  M,,  who  resides  in 
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Galesburg,  this  State;  Harry  B.,  a  farmer  in  the 
same  township  as  his  father;  Lottie  C,  who  still 
remains  with  her  parents;  C.  Belle,  wife  of  P.  Jew- 
ell of  Assyria  Township;  and  Katie  H.,  who  is  still 
at  home. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Tompkins  was  Caleb  Smart, 
a  native  of  New  Hampshire,  who  was  named  for 
his  father  and  followed  the  same  occupation- 
farming.  He  combined  the  mechanical  arts  with 
that  work  to  a  considerable  extent.  In  1835  he  left 
the  Granite  State  for  Michigan  and  entered  eighty 
'  acres  on  the  Kalamazoo  River,  in  the  county  of 
that  name.  There  he  breathed  his  last,  after  hav- 
ing well  improved  his  property.  His  wife,  formerly 
Clarissa  D.  Smith,  was  born  in  Hopkinton,  N.  H., 
and  was  a  daughter  of  Moses  Smith  of  that  State. 
Her  last  years  were  spent  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tomp- 
kins, and  her  death  occurred  in  August,  1890,  when 
she  was  eighty-seven  years  old. 

For  years  Mr.  Tompkins  has  been  School  Direc- 
tor and  he  ever  displays  a  deep  interest  in  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  cause  of  education.  He  was 
Township  Clerk  one  year.  He  formerly  belonged 
to  the  Independent  Order  of  Good  Templars  and 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Prohibition  party.  He  and 
his  wife  are  held  in  good  repute  throughout  the 
community  and  have  quite  a  prominent  position  in 
society. 


VfclLLIAM  A.  HAMS.  This  rising  young 
II  citizen  of  Hastings,  Barry  County,  is  a 
I]  member  of  the  firm  of  Hams  &  Van  Arman, 
engaged  in  the  grocery,  glassware  and  provision 
business  on  State  Street.  His  natural  ability  has 
brought  him  from  rather  obscure  surroundings  to 
his  prominent  position  as  leading  member  of  the 
firm.  Mr.  Hams  comes  of  a  good  family  and  is  of 
English  descent,  his  parents  being  William  I.  F. 
and  Sarah  (Betts)  Hams,  residents  of  Syracuse, 
N.  Y.,  where  their  son  was  born  August  1, 1852.  His 
father  was  engaged  in  the  business  of  builder  and 
contractor  while  in  the  Empire  State,  from  which 
he  removed  to  Barry  County  in  1854. 

Puring  the  years   of  his  residence  in  Hastings 


the  father  of  the  subject  of  this  brief  notice  helped 
build  every  brick  block  in  the  city  except  one  or 
two.  His  death  occurred  in  1874.  The  mother 
still  survives  and  is  one  of  the  noted  residents  of 
this  city.  The  father  was  one  of  the  largest  con- 
tractors, often  employing  from  forty  to  fifty  men. 
He  was  highly  esteemed  and  respected  by  the  com- 
munity, which  showed  its  appreciation  of  his 
worth  by  placing  him  in  the  office  of  Alderman 
which  office  he  retained  for  six  years.  In  politics 
he  was  a  Democrat.  Socially  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  was  an  earnest  Chris- 
tian and  devoted  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 
The  family  of  this  estimable  couple  consisted  of 
six  children,  five  now  living,  namely:  Anna  (Mrs. 
O.  H.  Young),  William  A.,  Mary  E.  (Mrs.  M.  B. 
Warren),  Frank  and  Ellis. 

Mr.  Hams  received  his  literary  education  at 
Hastings  High  School.  After  completing  a  full 
course  in  this  school  he  engaged  with  his  father  in 
the  building  business,  working  at  the  same  for  six 
years.  Subsequently  he  engaged  as  clerk  for  the 
firm  of  Smith,  Manee  &  Preston,  of  Hastings, 
working  for  them  about  two  years.  At  this 
time  the  firm  changed  hands,  afterward  known  as 
Smith,  Hogle  &  Preston,  with  whom  he  continued 
for  four  years.  Subsequently  the  style  was  again 
changed  to  Smith,  Hams  <fe  Van  Arman,  they  card- 
ing on  the  business  for  over  eight  years.  Then 
Hams  &  Van  Arman  bought  out  Mr.  Smith  and 
the  firm  has  since  continued  as  above  named,  and 
is  the  largest  house  of  the  kind  in  the  city. 

Mr.  Hams  was  happily  married  in  1878  to  Miss 
Mattie  Williams,  daughter  of  Milo  L.  and  Fannie 
Williams.  Mrs.  Ham's  father  is  one  of  the  old 
settlers  of  the  township  of  Baltimore,  where  he 
formerly  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  and 
accumulated  a  handsome  property  by  his  industry, 
perseverance  and  business  thrift,  enabling  him  to 
retire  from  active  work.  Mr.  Williams  now  lives 
in  a  handsome  home  in  the  city  of  Hastings. 
Politically  he  always  casts  his  vote  for  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  He  now  holds  the  position  of  Super- 
visor of  the  First  and  Fourth  Wards  of  the  city, 
and  has  held  various  offices  throughout  the  town- 
ship. He  is  a  prominent  member  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows.     The  family  comprises  the 
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following  children:     Emma  J.,  Ella  B.,  Mattie  L., 
Albert  E.,  Kate,  Franc  and  Gertrude. 

Mrs.  Hams  is  a  capable  housekeeper,  an  affec- 
tionate and  devoted  mother  and  an  excellent  neigh- 
bor. The  family  of  herself  and  husband  consists 
of  two  children:  Harold  W.  and  George  Rich- 
mond. Mr.  Hams  gives  his  entire  attention  to  his 
business  and  does  not  mingle  in  politics  other  than 
to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket.  Socially  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity  and  is  well  and 
favorably  known  among  the  prominent  business 
men  of  this  city. 


eHARLES  W.  and  LEYI  P.  TUBBS  are 
among  the  most  enterprising  stockmen  of 
Eaton  County,  and  are  the  only  breeders  of 
thoroughbred,  registered  Gallowa}^  cattle  in  this 
county.  Their  father,  George  W.  Tubbs,  was  born 
in  Vermont  in  1802.  When  about  fifteen  years 
old  he  came  to  New  York  and  from  there  removed 
to  Shelby,  Orleans  County,  and  engaged  in  agricul- 
tural pursuits.  He  traded  his  property  there  for 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  in  Scio  Town- 
ship, Washtenaw  County,  Mich.,  and  in  the  fall  of 
1833  came  out  to  see  it  for  the  first  time.  He 
added  fifty-six  acres  which  he  purchased  from  an 
adjoining  estate,  and  in  the  following  year  brought 
his  family  West  and  located  on  his  land  on  sections 
1  and  12.  He  was  a  successful  farmer,  and  added 
to  his  original  purchase  until  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1854,  he  owned  two  hun- 
dred and  seventy-six  acres.  He  was  a  worthy  and 
consistent  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

The  mother  of  the  brothers  above  named  was 
Rebecca  Sophronia  (Walters)  Tubbs,  a  native  of 
Connecticut.  Her  father,  Charles  Walters,  was 
one  of  the  early  settlers  near  Prattsburg,  Steuben 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  served  as  a  soldier  during  the 
War  of  1812.  Her  mother  died  in  New  York  State. 
The  gentlemen  of  wfyom  we  write  were  members  of 
a  family  of  nine  children:  William  W.,  engaged  in 
farming  in  Scio  Township;  Lucius  E.  is  driving  a 
dray  at  Dexter,  Mich.;  Samuel  O.,  living  on  the 
old  home  place  at  Scio;  George  W.,  residing  in 
State  of  Washington ;  Mary,  Mrs.  Eaton,  residing  on 


a  farm  in  Kalamo  Township;  Rebecca  E.,  Mrs.  Reed, 
residing  in  Livingston  County,  Mich.;  Charles  W.; 
Levi  P.,  and  Elihue  L.,  a  farmer  in  Kalamo  Town- 
ship. George  served  in  the  Tenth  Michigan 
Infantry  from  the  fall  of  1861  until  the  close  of 
the  war,  and  took  part  with  Sherman  in  every 
engagement  between  Nashville  and  Savannah. 

Charles  W.  Tubbs  was  born  in  Scio,  Washtenaw 
County,  in  1840,  and  was  reared  on  a  farm  attend- 
ing the  district  schools  during  the  winter  terms 
and  assisting  on  the  farm  in  the  summer  seasons. 
When  only  six  years  old  he  learned  to  drive  oxen 
and  ride  a  horse  and  helped  on  the  farm  as  much  as 
a  boy  of  that  age  could.  His  father  died  when  he 
was  fourteen  years  old,  after  which  the  family 
remained  together  and  carried  on  the  farm  until  he 
was  twenty-one  years  old  when  it  was  divided 
among  the  children.  He  continued  to  work  on 
different  farms  until  the  fall  of  1865  when  he  made 
a  trip  to  visit  Mr.  Sears.  In  March,  1865,  in  con* 
nection  with  his  brother  Elihue  he  purchased  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  paying  $21.25 
an  acre  for  it.  This  land  they  cultivated  together 
for  a  period  of  two  years  and  then  the  brother, 
Levi  Tubbs,  bought  out  Eiihue's  share.  The  estate 
is  now  all  under  cultivation  except  twenty-five 
acres  of  timber.  They  have  three  commodious 
barns,  one  32x36  feet,  another  26x40  feet,  and  the 
third  14x40  feet  in  dimensions.  All  the  stock  and 
grain  are  kept  under  cover.  The  farm  is  eight 
miles  from  town. 

In  1877  the  brothers  began  breeding  Galloway 
cattle  and  in  1883  added  to  their  already  extensive 
herd  three  head  of  fine  animals  wThich  cost  $700 
and  were  imported  from  Canada.  They  now  have 
a  herd  of  ten  fine  full-blooded  animals  and  fifteen 
graded.  They  have  sold  cattle  in  the  States  of 
Tennessee,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Nebraska  and 
Kansas.  In  this  herd  of  celebrated  animals,  uChap- 
elton,"  imported  from  Scotland  stands  at  the  head. 
Next  in  order  isuNellie,"  also  imported  from  Scot- 
land, and  the  third,  "Nora,"  an  importation  from 
Canada.  They  have  carried  off  premiums  at  State 
fairs  four  times  and  first,  second  and  third  premi- 
ums at  county  fairs.  The  above  named  gentlemen 
are  members  of  the  American  Galloway  Breeders 
Association.     The  Tubbs  brothers  are  also  engaged 
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in  the  raising  of  other  stock,  having  the  Clydesdale 
horses,  some  one-half  and  three-fourths  blooded, 
and  make  a  specialty  of  the  blooded  grades  of 
Lincolnshire  and  Cotswold  sheep. 

Levi  P.  Tubbs  was  born  June  30,  1842,  on  the 
farm  located  on  Huron  River  in  Scio  Township, 
and  passed  his  youth  in  the  usual  manner  of  farmer 
lads.  He  was  married  April  19,  1868,  in  Ann 
Arbor  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Lynch.  Mrs.  Tubbs  was 
born  May  15,  1843,  in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
is  the  only  child  of  Patrick  Lynch  and  Martha 
(Coleman)  Lynch,  natives  of  Ireland.  Her  father 
moved  from  Ireland  and  settled  in  Ontario  County, 
N.  Y.,  following  the  occupation  of  a  farmer.  Her 
parents  were  members  of  the  Catholic  Church. 
They  died  when  she  was  but  a  child,  and  she  was 
taken  into  the  home  of  an  uncle,  John  Lynch,  and 
came  with  them  to  Michigan  about  1859  to  Wash- 
tenaw County.  During  a  period  of  twelve  years 
she  worked  and  took  the  entire  care  of  herself. 

Mrs.  Tubbs  is  the  mother  of  four  children,  three 
now  living:  George  W.,  Nellie  G.  and  Ella  R. 
(twins).  The  name  of  the  deceased  child  was  Mariah 
S.  The  son,  George  W.,  is  making  a  specialty  of 
breeding  fancy  poultry,  and  the  following  are  the 
names  of  some  of  the  breeds  he  deals  in:  White 
Face,  Black  Spanish,  Houdans,  Golden  Poland,  Sin- 
gle Combed,  Brown  Leghorn,  Dark  and  Brown 
Brahmas,  and  China  geese.  He  has  taken  many 
premiums  at  the  State  and  county  fairs.  Levi  P. 
Tubbs  has  served  as  School  Assessor  and  Modera- 
tor, and  is  at  present  School  Director.  Charles  W. 
Tubbs  has  served  as  juror  many  times  and  filled 
the  position  of  Pathmaster.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Republican. 


^p  A.  SPAULDING  ranks  among  the  success- 
ful and  progressive  agriculturists  of  Eaton 
County  and  has  a  beautiful  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  eighty  acres  on  section  21, 
Bellevue  Township.  Even  the  passing  stranger 
will  note  the  orderly  arrangement  of  the  substantial 
buildings  on  this  estate  and  the  evidences  of  thrift 
that  pervade  the  entire  tract.     The  acreage  is  all 
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under  cultivation  except  forty  acres,  is  divided 
into  fields  of  convenient  size  by  good  fences  and 
its  pastures  are  grazed  over  by  cattle,  sheep  and 
hogs  of  good  grades  and  sturdy  draft  horses.  For 
the  products  of  the  farm  a  convenient  market  is 
found  in  Bellevue,  one-half  mile  distant,  and  here 
the  wheat  and  wool  that  are  the  chief  inaiketable 
commodities  of  Mr.  Spaulding  are  hauled. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  Daniel  Spaulding, 
who  was  born  in  Orleans  County,  N.  Y.,  March  4, 
1804,  and  went  from  his  native  place  to  Onondaga 
County.  There  he  married  Angeline  Blodgett,  a 
native  of  that  county,  and  with  her  he  established 
a  home  on  a  farm  at  Cooper  Station  near  Syracuse. 
In  the  fall  of  1836  he  brought  his  family  to  De- 
troit on  a  boat  and  thence  with  a  team  to  Bellevue, 
where  he  lived  some  years  engaged  in  shoemaking. 
He  also  bought  and  sold  farm  lands  and  he  finally 
located  on  two  hundred  acres  in  Bellevue  Town- 
ship. Here  he  died  January  20,  1881.  His  wife 
had  preceded  him  to  the  silent  land,  passing  away 
in  1865.  Their  family  consists  of  ten  children, 
three  of  whom  reside  in  Hastings  and  the  others  in 
this  township. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  notice  is  the 
third  child  in  the  parental  family  and  was  born 
near  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  June  5,  1833.  Having  been 
but  a  child  when  his  parents  came  to  Eaton  County, 
he  has  been  familiar  with  its  development  and 
vividly  recalls  many  incidents  connected  with  pio- 
neer life.  He  remembers  when  the  Indians  were 
driven  from  this  section  and  when  wild  game  was 
abundant  here,  and  he  also  remembers  the  old- 
fashioned  schoolhouse  with  slab  benches  and  other 
primitive  furniture,  in  which  he  studied.  In  his 
boyhood  he  drove  oxen,  and  he  can  look  back  to  a 
time  when  there  were  but  two  or  three  pairs  of 
horses  in  the  township. 

Mr.  Spaulding  worked  out  some,  but  made  his 
home  with  his  father  until  he  was  of  age,  when  he 
located  school  land  on  section  16,  Bellevue  Town- 
ship, paying  $4  per  acre.  He  began  improving  it, but 
finally  traded  for  eighty  acres  of  his  present  farm. 
This  he  cleared,  selling  cord  wood  for  seventy-five 
cents  per  cord,  and  as  he  was  prospered  he  added 
to  the  property  until  he  possessed  two  hundred  and 
eighty-four  acres.    He  let  his  son  have  one  hundred 
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acres  and  retains  the  balance.  When  he  began 
farming,  block  salt  and  coon  skins  were  still  legal 
tender,  and  more  was  bought  by  trade  than  with 
money. 

The  first  marriage  of  Mr.  Spaulding  took  place 
in  Bellevue,  December  6,  1855,  his  bride  being 
Sarah  Fitzgerald,  the  first  white  child  born  in  Eaton 
County.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Reuben  Fitzgerald, 
the  original  settler  here,  of  whom  mention  is  made 
in  the  sketch  of  J.  R.  Hall  on  another  page.  She 
shared  her  husband's  fortunes  until  November, 
1887,  when  she  closed  her  eyes  in  death.  The 
marriage  had  been  blest  by  the  birth  of  three  sons: 
George  G.,  who  is  married  and  farming  near  his 
father,  and  Bert  F.,  who  is  attending  the  State 
University  and  perfecting  himself  in  pharmacy; 
Reuben  died  at  the  age  of  two  years. 

The  present  wife  of  Mr.  Spaulding  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Helen  Simon  and  was  joined  in 
wedlock  to  our  subject  April  21,  1888.  Her  father, 
Nicholas  Simon,  a  German,  emigrated  to  New  York 
City  and  was  employed  there  as  a  sugar  refiner. 
In  1848  he  came  to  Eaton  County  and  locating  on 
section  5,  Bellevue  Township,  turned  his  attention 
to  farming  in  which  he  proved  very  successful. 
He  has  lived  to  the  age  of  eighty-two  years.  His 
wife,  formerly  Susan  Maria  Trabert,  was  born  in 
Saxony.  To  thern  were  born  six  children,  three 
of  whom  grew  to  maturity,  Mrs.  Spaulding  being 
the  second  of  these.  She  was  born  in  Bellevue, 
May  15,  1849,  and  reared  and  educated  here.  She 
is  a  capable  housewife  and  an  earnest  Christian, 
being  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

In  January,  1882,  Mr.  Spaulding  became  County 
Treasurer  and  after  serving  two  years  was  re- 
elected and  filled  out  a  second  term.  During  that 
time  he  lived  in  Charlotte  and  his  son  carried  on 
the  farm.  He  is  now  Supervisor  of  Bellevue 
Township,  in  which  capacity  he  has  acted  eleven 
years,  off  and  on,  six  of  them  consecutively.  He 
has  been  on  the  principal  committees  and  has  been 
Chairman  of  the  Board.  He  has  always  displayed 
a  deep  interest  in  educational  matters  and  has  done 
all  that  he  could  to  secure  good  schools;  he  has 
also  taken  a  part  in  movements  of  other  kinds  that 
promise  to  advance  the  true  iptereste  of  the  people. 


Politically  he  is  a  true-blue  Republican,  thus  fol- 
lowing in  the  footsteps  of  his  honored  father.  He 
has  been  a  delegate  to  county  and  State  conven- 
tions and  his  ballot  is  deposited  with  unfailing 
regularity. 

I^^ILAS  R.  CRITTENDEN.  For  a  quarter 
^^£  of  a  century  this  gentleman  ha^  held  an 
Iv^UP  honored  place  among  the  residents  of  Eaton 
Count}'  and  the  farmers  of  Hamlin  Town- 
ship. He  was  born  in  Pittsfield,  Washtenaw 
County,  September  26,  1835,  and  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools  and  further  advanced 
it  by  two  terms  attendance  in  the  High  School  in 
Ypsilanti.  When  his  father  left  home  the  lad 
was  placed  in  care  of  his  Grandmother  Crittenden, 
with  whom  he  remained  until  he  had  attained  his 
majority.  He  then  went  to  Winona  Count}r, 
Minn.,  where  he  resided  until  the  spring  of  1865. 
He  then  came  to  Eaton  County  and  here  he  has 
continued  the  labor  to  which  he  had  turned  his 
attention  when  a  young  man.  His  farm  is  a  well- 
improved  and  remunerative  piece  of  property  and 
through  its  cultivation  he  gains  a  good  support  and 
is  making  some  provision  for  a  rainy  day. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Allen  N.  and 
Emily  (Reed)  Crittenden,  natives  of  Gorham, 
Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  the  one  born  in  1809  and 
the  other  in  1810.  There  they  grew  to  maturity 
and  were  married  and  tlience  they  came  to  Wash- 
tenaw County,  this  State,  in  1828.  There  were  at 
that  time  but  few  settlers  in  the  county  and  Mr. 
Chittenden  was  obliged  to  go  to  Detroit  to  locate 
his  land,  There  was  a  race  between  him  and  one 
John  Shiprnan,  as  each  thought  the  other  was  after 
the  eighty  acres  he  wished,  but  this  proved  not  to  be 
the  case.  Mr.  Crittenden  was  a  self-made  man  and 
was  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  the  county.  Politi- 
cally he  was  first  a  Whig  and  then  a  Republican, 
he  having  attended  the  first  mass  meeting  held  at 
Jackson  to  organize  the  Republican  party.  He  was 
Supervisor  of  Pittsfield  Township  twenty-one  con- 
secutive years  and  served  five  years  besides.  He 
was  an  active  member  of  the  Farmers'  Fire  Insur* 
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ance  Company  and  one  of  its  Directors.  He  and 
his  wife  were  lifelong  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  and  were  among  the  six  who  organized  the 
society  known  as  the  Stony  Creek  Church.  The 
husband  was  a  member  of  the  Building  Committee 
which  put  up  the  first  house  of  worship,  building 
it  of  tamarack  poles.  Mrs.  Crittenden  died  Au- 
gust 4,  1871,  and  September  18,  1873,  Mr.  Critten- 
den was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Tufts.  This 
lady  breathed  her  last  September  2,  1885,  and  Mr. 
Crittenden  departed  this  life  May  10,  1886. 

The  family  of  which  Silas  R.  Crittenden  is  the 
third  surviving  member  comprised  fifteen  brothers 
and  sisters,  eleven  of  whom  lived  to  adult  years.  The 
other  members  of  this  circle  are:  Harriet  S.,  wife  of 
William  Lowden,  whose  home  is  in  Augusta,  Wash- 
tenaw County;  Mason  H.,  a  contractor  and  builder 
at  Minneapolis,  Minn.;  Newton  E.,  a  farmer  resid- 
ing in  Ypsilanti;  Alvira  A.,  formerly  the  wife  of 
Prof.  Robert  Tripp,  but  now  deceased;  Mary,  who 
died  when  forty  years  old;  Amelia  A.,  wife  of 
Seth  E.  Engle,  a  Detroit  lawyer,  who  died  at  less 
than  forty  years;  Samuel  R.,  a  resident  of  Pitts- 
field,  this  State;  Nash  A.,  whose  home  is  in  Ing- 
ham County;  Ida  M.,  a  resident  of  Washtenaw 
County;  and  Allen  D.,  who  occupies  the  old  home- 
stead there. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  was  united  to  him  Feb- 
ruary 17,  1858,  prior  to  which  date  she  was  known 
as  Miss  Anna  S.  Kelley.  Her  father,  Christian 
Kelley,  was  born  in  Switzerland  in  1809  and  came 
to  America  when  nine  years  old.  His  first  sojourn 
was  at  Lockport,  N.  Y.,and  from  that  point  he  came 
to  Detroit,  Mich.  When  in  his  nineteenth  }^ear 
with  his  father  and  some  of  their  neighbors  he  cut 
a  road  through  the  heavy  timber  to  Ypsilanti,  then 
called  Godfrey  Station,  and  the  party  marked  out 
land  for  future  entry,  the  section  not  yet  being  in 
the  market.  Christian  Kelley  built  a  frame  shanty, 
and  about  three  years  later  returned  to  the  spot 
and  began  his  efforts  to  hew  a  farm  from  the  wild- 
erness. At  that  time  there  were  many  Indians 
round  about  and  the  howling  of  wolves  made  night 
hideous. 

Mr.  Kelley  married  Miss  Sarah  Steers  and  reared 
a  family  of  ten  children:  William  W.,  a  farmer  of 
Northfield;  Anna  S,,  wife  of  our  subject;  James 


C,  of  Ypsilanti;  Jane  N.,  wife  of  F.  Horner,  living 
in  Augusta;  Benjamin,  a  well-known  sheep  dealer; 
Eliza  A.,  wife  of  Thomas  A.  Moore,  living  in 
Silver  Creek,  Neb.;  John,  whose  home  is  in  Paw- 
nee County,  Kan.;  Clara  L.,  wife  of  James  Moore, 
of  Ypsilanti;  Alice,  wife  of  Robert  Young,  a  musi- 
cian of  Wayne;  and  Sarah  Dix,who  married  William 
Steers.  The  grandmother  of  Mrs.  Crittenden  was 
the  first  white  child  born  on  Michigan  soil,  the 
place  of  her  birth  being  Grosse  Island  in  the  Detroit 
River.  William  Wood  worth,  an  uncle  of  Mrs. 
Crittenden,  kept  the  first  hotel  in  Detroit. 

To  our  subject  and  his  good  wife  five  children 
have  been  born,  upon  whom  they  have  bestowed 
the  names  of  Emma  S  ,  May  R.,  Franklin  C,  Ed- 
ward P.  and  Alien  J.  The  first-born  is  the  wife 
of  Oliver  B.  Lovlnnd  and  lives  in  Cherokee,  Craw- 
ford County,  Kan.;  the  second  daughter  is  the 
wife  of  George  Shepard,  station  agent  at  Dimon- 
dale.  The  youngest  son,  a  High  School  graduate, 
is  engaged  in  teaching  and  the  other  two  are  at 
home.  Mr.  Crittenden  deposited  his  first  Presi- 
dential ballot  in  1856  for  John  Charles  Fremont, 
but  he  is  now  a  member  of  the  Prohibition  party. 
He  and  his  wife  are  highly  respected  in  the  county 
where  they  make  their  home  and  left  sincere  friends 
in  that  from  which  they  came.  They  are  members 
of  the  Congregational  Church  and  Mr.  Crittenden 
is  a  Deacon. 

— • *-*"£> ~*=-^ 

OICHOLAS  O.  ALLP:RD1NG  is  one  of  the 
representative  German-American  citizens 
of  Barry  County,  and  it  is  with  pleasure  that 
we  present  his  sketch  to  the  readers  of  this  Album. 
He  is  now  engaged  in  farming  on  section  20,  Carl- 
ton Township,  where  for  many  years  he  has  made 
his  home.  His  father,  Nicholas  Allerding,  Sr.,  was 
a  naiive  of  Belgium,  Germany,  and  in  1852  crossed 
the  broad  ocean  with  his  family.  He  first  located 
in  Ashland  County,  Ohio,  where  he  purchased  a 
small  farm  of  eighty  acres  that  he  afterward  sold 
for  $6,000,  thus  realizing  a  snug  little  sum  off  his 
investment.  In  his  family  were  six  children,  four 
sons  and  two  daughters,  of  whom  our  subject  i§ 
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the  eldest.  The  others,  all  of  whom  are  living, 
namely :  John,  Frank,  Peter,  Barbara  and  Katie,  re- 
side in  Ohio.  In  the  Buckeye  State  the  death  of  the 
father  occurred,  after  which,  in  company  with  his 
brother  Frank,  Nicholas  set  out  for  Michigan.  They 
purchased  a  farm  in  Carlton  Township,  Barry 
County,  but  after  a  few  years  Frank  became  dis- 
satisfied and  sold  his  interest  to  Nicholas,  while 
he  returned  to  Ohio. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  manhood  in  the  Buck- 
eye State  whither  he  had  accompanied  his  parents 
during  his  boyhood.  He  also  was  a  native  of  Bel- 
gium. When  he  had  attained  to  mature  years  he 
was  united  in  the  holy  bonds  of  matrimony  with 
Miss  Barbara  Swindall,  a  daughter  of  Theodore 
Swindall.  She  had  no  sisters  and  but  one  brother 
and  he  went  to  California  in  1852.  Having  heard 
nothing  from  him  for  a  number  of  years  it  is  sup- 
posed that  he  is  now  deceased.  Three  children 
grace  the  union  of  our  subject  and  his  estimable 
wife:  Francis,  Peter  and  Cyril,  all  of  whom  are  still 
at  home  with  their  parents. 

Mr.  Allerding  offered  his  services  to  his  adopted 
country  during  the  late  war  and  in  February,  1864, 
was  mustered  into  the  service  as  a  member  of  Com- 
pany F,  Twenty-third  Ohio  Infantry  under  Capt. 
A.  E.  Abbott  who  was  suffering  from  a  wound  at 
that  time  but  was  soon  able  for  duty.  The  regi- 
ment was  first  sent  to  Charleston,  W.  Va.,  where  it 
remained  until  the  29th  of  April  when  it  raided 
Lynchburg,  Va.  In  the  battle  of  Floyd  Mountain 
out  of  the  live  hundred  men  of  the  Twenty-third 
who  began  the  light,  one  hundred  and  thirty-two 
were  killed.  The  remainder  were  then  sent  down 
the  Shenandoah  Valley,  a  distance  of  one  hundred 
and  seventy-five  miles  for  provisions,  but  were  soon 
flying  to  the  hills  pursued  by  the  enemy  who  were 
coming  up  the  valley.  They  finally  reached  Harp- 
ersburg,  Va.,  there  rested  a  few  days  and  then  took 
the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad  for  Harper's  Ferry. 
After  the  battle  at  that  place  they  were  ordered  to 
Winchester  and  placed  under  the  command  of  Gen. 
George  Crook.  Mr.  Alleiding  participated  in  many 
engagements,  including  the  battles  of  Floyd  Moun- 
tain, the  two  engagements  at  Winchester,  Va.,  the 
fight  at  Cedar  Creek  and  the  battle  of  Fisher  Hill. 
When  the  war  was  over  and  peace  once  more  re- 


stored he  was  discharged  at  Cumberland,  Mo.,  and 
sent  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  he  received  pay  for 
his  services  on  the  26th  of  July,  1865.    . 

When  the  war  was  over  Mr.  Allerding  returned 
to  his  home.  He  has  made  farming  his  life  occu- 
pation and  the  prosperity  which  has  crowned  his 
efforts  is  well  deserved  as  the  reward  for  his  indus- 
try, perseverance  and  enterprise.  He  possesses 
good  business  ability  and  his  dealings  have  been 
characterized  by  honor.  His  life  has  been  such  as 
to  win  him  the  respect  of  ail  and  he  and  his  family 
have  many  warm  friends.  They  are  all  members 
of  the  Catholic  Church  and  in  politics  he  is  a  sup- 
porter of  Republican  principles.  He  was  appointed 
Census  Enumerator  for  Carlton  Township  in  1890. 


^•■^^^C"**  --" 


ELSON  EDDY  WILES.  A  high  rank 
among  the  farmers  of  Assyria  Township, 
Barry  County  is  held  by  Mr.  Wiles,  who  is 
one  of  the  oldest  settlers  in  this  part  of  the 
county.  He  bought  the  land  on  which  he  now 
lives  in  the  fall  of  1845  and  made  his  permanent 
location  upon  it  in  the  spring  of  1848.  He  is  prob- 
ably as  well  informed  regarding  the  changes  that 
have  taken  place  here  as  any  man  living,  and  hav- 
ing a  remarkable  memory  and  good  conversational 
powers,  he  is  able  to  present  pictures  of  the  past  in 
a  very  entertaining  way.  His  fund  of  general 
intelligence  is  above  the  average  and  an  hour  spent 
in  his  society  is  always  fruitful  of  thought  and 
knowledge.  His  farm  is  on  section  13,  and  consists 
of  one  hundred  and  thirty  acres,  well  cultivated, 
supplied  with  all  necessary  buildings  and 
devoted  to  the  purposes  of  general  husbandry. 

The  father  and  grandfather  of  Mr.  Wiles  were 
born  in  Yorkshire,  England,  and  came  to  America 
early  in  the  century.  The  grandfather,  the  Rev. 
William  Wiles,  a  Methodist  divine,  located  in 
Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  on  a  farm,  but  a  few  years 
later  removed  to  Wyoming  County,  where  he  gave 
his  attention  to  agriculture  until  his  death.  Storey 
Wiles,  father  of  our  subject,  was  eighteen  years 
old  when   he  emigrated,   and  in    the  county    last 
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named  engaged  in  milling  sixteen  years.  In 
1833  he  went  to  Sandusky  Gounty,  Ohio,  and 
bought  and  improved  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  land.  After  occupying  it  eleven  years  he  changed 
his  residence  to  Huron  County,  where  he  remained 
until  overtaken  by  death,  September  27,  1860;  he 
was  then  seventy-four  years  of  age.  He  was  a 
devout  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
and  while  engaged  in  milling  was  known  far  and 
near  as  the  "honest  miller. " 

The  wife  of  Storey  Wiles  was  Aseneth  Eddy, 
who  was  born  in  North  Adams,  Berkshire  County, 
Mass.,  and  belonged  to  an  old  and  honored  family 
which  was  traced  back  to  the  landing  from  the 
"Mayflower"  at  Plymouth  Rock.  She  died  when 
the  son  of  whom  we  write  was  five  years  old,  he 
being  the  youngest  of  four  children.  His  birth- 
place was  Perry,  Wyoming  County,  N.  Y.,  and  his 
natal  day,  February  4,  1825.  He  was  eight  years 
old  when  his  father  took  the  family  to  Sandusky 
County,  Ohio,  journeying  most  of  the  way  on  a 
boat.  The  next  few  years  were  spent  on  a  farm 
and  he  had  but  limited  school  privileges,  but  being 
anxious  to  obtain  knowledge,  he  studied  at  home. 
He  went  with  his  parents  to  Huron  County  in  1844 
and  in  the  fall  of  the  ensuing  year  came  to  Michi- 
gan, making  the  entire  journey  on  foot. 

Mr.  Wiles  bought  a  tract  of  wild  land  covered 
with  a  heavy  growth  of  timber,  made  a  small  clear- 
ing and  put  up  a  log  house,  after  which .  he  contin- 
ued the  work  of  felling  trees.  He  was  so  unfortu- 
nate as  to  break  his  leg  and  thus  had  a  stop  put  to 
his  labors.  In  June,  1846,  he  returned  to  Ohio  and 
later  in  the  year  established  his  home  in  Allegan 
County,  this  State.  He  remained  in  Otsego  Town- 
ship until  the  spring  of  1847,  then  went  to  Porter, 
Van  Buren  County,  and  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Michigan  Central  Railroad  for  which  he  got  out 
ties  and  split  fence  rails.  The  next  spring  he 
returned  to  his  farm,  from  which  he  has  since 
removed  the  primeval  growth  and  made  upon  it 
the  improvements  it  now  bears. 

In  1846  Mr.  Wiles  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Mariette  Hathaway,  whose  parents,  William 
and  Mary  Hathaway,  came  to  Kalamazoo  County 
in  1836.  They  occupied  a  farm  there  during  the 
remainder  of  their  lives.     Mrs.  Wiles  was  born  in 


Gratton  Township,  Tompkins  County,  N.  Y.  She 
has  borne  her  husband  five  children,  namely:  Will- 
iam, who  lives  on  the  home  farm ;  Henry,  who  tills 
the  soil  in  Eaton  County;  Lydia,  wife  of  Eugene 
Hayes  of  Beilevue;  Adelle,  who  married  William 
Corgo,  a  farmer  of  Assyria  Township;  and  Charles, 
who  is  at  home. 

Mr.  Wiles  is  one  of  those  quiet,  unassuming  men 
who,  without  making  any  great  stir  in  the  world, 
succeed  in  the  various  affairs  of  life,  gaining  a  com- 
fortable maintenance  and  doing  considerable  in 
connection  with  the  civil  affairs  of  the  community. 
He  has  been  a  school  officer  for  years  and  was  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  one  term.  He  is  an  old  Repub- 
lican and  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  principles  which 
he  first  advocated  in  1854.  He  is  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Protestant  Methodist  Church  and  Stew- 
ard of  the  society  with  which  he  is  identified. 


4~HI*^*^§-+-S- 


ffi^  ON.  ADAM  ELLIOTT.  It  would  be  hard 
j)  to  find  a  man  in  Barry  County  whose  word 
V  is  more  thoroughly  relied  upon  than  that 
of  "Deacon"  Elliott,  or  one  who  is  more 
highly  respected  for  his  private  character  and  pub- 
lic labors.  He  has  for  years  been  living  in  Hickory 
Corners,  within  sight  of  his ,  farm,  which  is  as  fine 
a  tract  of  land  as  the  county  affords,  and  consists 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty-three  acres.  His  advanc- 
ing years  and  former  busy  days  entitle  him  to  ease, 
and  he  has  therefore  retired  from  the  work  in 
which  he  was  so  long  engaged,  and  from  which  he 
deviated  but  a  short  time  when  interested  in  a 
store  in  the  Corners.  As  an  agriculturist  he  proved 
very  successful,  rising  to  a  condition  of  comfort 
from  that  of  an  almost  moneyless  young  man. 

Mr.  Elliott  is  a  native  of  County  Norfolk,  Eng- 
land, and  is  one  of  the  five  children  born  to  John 
and  Maria  Elliott.  Of  the  fraternal  band  two  mem- 
bers survive.  The  parents  died  in  1861.  The 
father  was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  England  and 
the  mother  was  a  Methodist.  The  son  of  whom  we 
write  was  born  October  31,  1815,  and  had  but  poor 
school  privileges.  When  in  his  twenty-first  year 
he  crossed  the  Atlantic,  reaching  America  with  but 
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a  few  dollars  in  his  pocket.  He  made  his  way  to 
Rochester,  N.  Y.,  and  thence  to  Wheatland,  Mon- 
roe County,  after  having  spent  a  year  in  various 
occupations.  At  Wheatland  he  attended  school 
one  winter,  and  near  that  place  he  worked  most  of 
the  time  for  six  years  on  a  farm.  In  1843  he  mar- 
ried Catherine  Malloch,  who  was  born  in  Scotland 
in  1815,  was  taken  to  Canada  by  her' parents  when 
two  years  old  and  after  spending  three  years  there 
was  reared  in  Monroe  County,  N.  Y. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Elliott  came  to  Michigan, 
making  his  first  settlement  in  Orangeville  Town- 
ship, Barry  County,  where  he  bought  eighty  acres 
of  raw  land.  This  tract  was  his  home  about  five 
years,  after  which  he  located  near  Hickory  Cor- 
ners, buying  land  upon  which  he  resided  many 
years.  He  was  not  a  hunter  but  killed  what  deer" 
his  family  cared  to  use.  Bear  and  wolves  were 
plentiful,  and  many  incidents  of  pioneer  life  are 
vividly  recalled  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elliott.  When 
they  first  settled  here  they  were  twenty  miles  from 
a  gristmill  or  store,  and  neighbors  were  few  and 
far  between.  Mrs.  Elliott  often  made  molasses 
from  pumpkins,  and  she  gathered  the  fruit  that 
grew  in  the  wilderness.  On  one  occasion  she  went 
into  the  forest  after  huckleberries  taking  her  first- 
born with  her.  She  laid  the  child  on  a  bed  of  moss 
at  the  foot  of  a  big  tamarack  tree  where  he  soon 
fell  asleep.  She  picked  a  bucket  full  of  berries, 
then  went  around  the  tree  to  gather  a  second  pail 
full  when  she  beheld  a  large  bear  standing  on  his 
hind  legs  eating  the  same  delicious  fruit.  She  was 
greatly  frightened  and  hastily  picking  up  the  child 
left  the  patch  in  possession  of  bruin. 

The  farm  purchased  by  Mr.  Elliott  near  the 
Corners  was  partially  improved  land,  a  log  house 
had  been  built  upon  it  in  which  he  lived  five  years. 
He  finished  clearing  the  tract  and  brought  it  under 
thorough  cultivation,  and  from  time  to  time  added 
to  the  farm  buildings.  Years  ago  his  home  was 
frequently  visited  by  the  red  men,  and  he  was 
acquainted  with  several  prominent  chiefs.  His 
family  consisted  of  John,  who  is  deceased;  James 
M.  has  a  fine  medical  practice  at  Hickory  Corners; 
Edwin  C.  is  a  farmer  near  Clay  Center,  Kan.,  and 
makes  a  specialty  of  raising  horses;  Maria  is  the 
wife  of  Charles  Rorebeck,  a  stockman  at  Stockton, 


Kalamazoo  County;  Isabelle  is  the  wife  of  the  Rev. 
P.  S.  Moxon,  a  minister  of  the  First  Baptist 
Church  in  Boston,  Mass.;  John  C.  is  deceased; 
William  is  a  prosperous  farmer  living  on  the  old 
homestead. 

The  early  political  influence  of  Mr.  Elliott  was 
cast  with  the  Free  Soil  party,  but  in  1856  he  joined 
the  Republican  ranks  and  has  been  a  stanch  sup- 
porter of  the  organization  since  then.  In  Orange- 
ville Township  he  was  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and 
after  his  removal  to  Barry  Township  he  was  elected 
to  a  similar  position  and  served  in  all  twelve  years. 
He  also  served  as  Supervisor  of  Barry  Township 
several  years,  and  has  held  other  local  offices. 
During  the  war  he  managed  the  finances  of  the 
township  and  was  universally  trusted  during  that 
exciting  period.  In  1867  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Constitutional  Convention,  and  in  1869  he  was 
elected  Representative.  In  the  legislative  halls  his 
support  was  always  given  on  the  side  of  right  and 
justice,  and  he  carefully  considered  the  bearings 
of  every  bill  that  was  brought  before  the  House. 
Anxious  as  he  was  to  advance  the  interests  of  his 
own  constituency  he  did  not  forget  that  other  parts 
of  the  State  had  an  equal  stake.  Since  1842  Mr. 
Elliott  has  been  a  zealous  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  he  is  one  of  the  pillars  of  the  organi- 
zation in  this  locality  and  has  been  a  Deacon  for 
thirty-five  years.  Mrs.  Elliott  was  reared  a  Pres- 
byterian, but  for  many  years  has  been  a  faithful 
member  of  the  same  society  as  her  husband.  In 
1860  Mr.  Elliott  visited  his  native  land  and  spent 
some  time  with  his  aged  parents. 

OSWELL  LYMAN  COBB,  who  has  a  beau- 
tiful home  in  Charlotte,  Eaton  County, 
where  he  is  practically  living  in  retirement 
from  business,  is  a  worthy  representative 
of  sterling  New  England  stock,  and  is  a  native  of 
that  part  of  the  country,  born  amid  the  pleasant 
hills  of  Windham,  Windham  County,  Vt.,  April  8, 
1817.  His  father,  Daniel  Cobb,  was  a  native  of 
the  same  county,  he  being  the  son  of  one  of  its 
pioneer  farmers,   David    Cobb,  who  was  born  in 
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Westmoreland,  N.  II.  He  cleared  a  farm  in  the 
Green  Mountain  State,  which  remained  his  home 
until  his  earthly  pilgrimage  ceased. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared  much  as 
other  farmers'  boys  of  his  day,  and  early  began  to 
deal  in  cattle,  buying  them  in  Vermont  and  driv- 
ing them  to  Massachusetts  to  sell.  His  father  gave 
him  one  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Jamaica,  Wind- 
ham County,  and  with  that  good  start  in  life  he 
prospered.  His  entire  life  was  spent  in  his  native 
county.  He  married  Lucy  Stevens,  a  native  of 
Warwick,  Mass.,  and  a  daughter  of  Martin  Stevens. 
Her  wedded  life  was  passed  on  the  pleasant  farm 
where  she  had  been  taken  as  a  bride.  Her  father 
was  a  pioneer  of  Windham  County,  where  he  car- 
ried on  his  life-long  occupation  as  a  farmer  during 
his  remaining  years. 

The  subject  of  this  brief  sketch  very  early  be- 
came inured  to  pioneer  labors.  In  his  youthful 
days  there  were  no  railways  in  the  part  of  the 
country  where  he  lived,  and  Boston,  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-five  miles  away,  was  the  nearest 
market  and  depot  for  supplies.  Four  and  six  horse 
teams  were  constantly  on  the  road  between  his 
home  and  that  city  teaming  produce,  merchandise, 
etc.  The  farmers  used  to  carry  their  grain,  etc.,  in 
that  way  to  market,  doing  their  teaming  in  the  win- 
ter season,  and  taking  home  their  groceries  for  the 
year.  Our  subject  early  engaged  in  dealing  in 
live  stock  with  good  profit.  In  1856  he  sold  the 
old  homestead  that  he  had  inherited,  and  buying  a 
farm  in  the  town  of  Jamaica,  resided  there  four 
years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  sold  that 
place  and  purchased  another  at  Chester,  Windsor 
County,  Vt.  In  1869  he  made  still  another  move, 
going  to  Allegany  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  bought 
a  farm  about  a  mile  from  the  village  of  Andover. 

In  1888  he  came  to  Charlotte,  and  here  he  and 
his  wife  who  had  traveled  life's  journey  together 
for  forty-seven  years,  passed  their  days  pleas- 
antly in  an  attractive  home,  where  they  were  sur- 
rounded by  every  comfort  that  heart  could  wish, 
and  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  competency  procured  by 
their  united  labors.  Mrs.  Cobb  died  January  15, 
1891,  at  Denison,  Tex.,  at  the  residence  of  their 
son,  Charles  S.  Cobb.  In  their  few  years  residence 
in  this  city,  their   kindly,  considerate,   unostenta- 


tious ways  have  gathered  to  them  warm  friends. 
Mr.  Cobb  bears  an  honorable  character  as  a  man 
and  a  citizen,  and  his  career  while  in  active  busi- 
ness showed  him  to  possess  sagacity,  forethought, 
and  sound  common  sense  to  a  marked  degree.  Mrs. 
Cobb  was  a  sincere  Christian,  and  had  been  a  consist- 
ent member  of  the  Baptist  Church  since  her  girl- 
hood. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cobb  were  married  September  26, 
1843.  In  her  maiden  days  Mrs.  Cobb  bore  the 
name  of  Ellen  Sophia  Howard.  She  was  born  at 
Townshend,  Windham  County,  Vt.,  and  was  a 
daughter  of  Deacon  Chapin  Howard,  a  native  of  the 
same  town  as  herself.  He  was  a  son  of  Levi  How- 
ard, who  was  born  in  Massachusetts  and  was  a  pio- 
neer of  Townshend.  He  established  a  tannery 
there,  which  he  superintended  while  he  at  the  same 
time  engaged  in  farming  until  death  closed  his 
pilgrimage.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was 
Bethia  Chapin.  She  was  born  in  Massachusetts 
and  died  on  the  homestead  in  Townshend. 

Mrs.  Cobb's  father  learned  the  trade  of  a  tanner 
and  succeeding  his  father  in  business  carried  it  on 
a  few  years.  He  then  turned  his  attention  to  farm- 
ing. In  1837  he  visited  Michigan  and  invested 
extensively  in  land  in  Eaton,  Kalamazoo,  Gratiot 
and  Ionia  Counties.  He  never  came  here  to  settle, 
however,  though  he  made  many  visits  to  the  State 
to  look  after  his  landed  interests.  He  died  in  his 
native  town  at  a  ripe  age.  The  maiden  name  of 
his  wife  was  Birsha  Smith.  She  was  born  at  Lon- 
donderry, Vt.,  and  was  a  daughter  of  David  and 
Mary  Smith.  David  Smith  was  a  native  of  Rhode 
Island.  He  was  only  sixteen  years  old  when  he  en- 
listed in  the  Continental  army  to  take  part  in  the 
Revolution,  and  he  served  until  its  close,  taking  an 
active  part  in  the  battle  of  Providence  and  numer- 
ous other  engagements  with  the  English.  He  was 
married  directly  after  the  war,  and  with  his  wife 
went  to  Windham  County,  Vt.  He  bought  a  tract 
of  timber  land  in  Londonderry,  which  he  developed 
into  a  farm  and  spent  his  remaining  days  in  that 
county.  The  mother  of  Mrs.  Cobb  always  lived 
in  her  native  county.  Mrs.  Cobb's  father  was  for 
many  years  a  Deacon  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and 
one  of  its  strongest  pillars. 

Our  subject  and   his   wife  have  been   blessed  in 
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their  married  life"  with  children,  of  whom  these 
seven  are  living:  Daniel  Lyman,  Myra  Laurinda, 
Horace  H.,  Charles  S-,  Fred  Carleton,  William  H. 
and  Alice  Ellen.  Their  fourth  child,  Dorr  Smith, 
died  when  he  was  thirteen  years  old.  Politically 
Mr.  Cobb  is  a  stanch  Republican. 


^EV.  WILLIAM  T.  COOLEY,  who  as  a  local 
minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
in  Eaton  Township,  has  been  potent 
in  elevating  the  religious  status  of  this 
part  of  Eaton  County,  is  also  closely  identified 
with  its  agricultural  interests  as  a  skillful,  practical 
farmer  who  has  improved  a  choice,  finely  equipped 
farm,  pleasantly  located  on  section  32, of  the  town- 
ship mentioned.  Our  reverend  subject  is  a  native 
of  Maryland  and  was  born  November  1,  1*823. 
His  parents,  William  and  Anna  M.  (Dove)  Cooley, 
were  likewise  of  Maryland  birth.  He  comes  of 
good  old  Revolutionary  stock;  both  his  paternal 
and  maternal  grandfathers  were  gallant  soldiers  in 
the  war  for  freedom  which  the  Colonists  waged 
with  the  mother  country,  the  former  serving 
during  the  entire  conflict.  The  father  of  our  subject 
fought  in  the  War  of  1812,  as  did  also  Elijah 
Dove,  a  brother  of  the  mother  of  our  subject.  Four 
of  the  five  children  born  to  William  and  Anna 
Cooley  survive,  namely:  William  T.,  Benjamin 
A.,  James  E.,  and  Mary,  the  widow  of  Justus 
Sterns.  The  venerable  mother  of  our  subject,  who  is 
now  in  her  eighty- eighth  year,  makes  her  home  with 
him  and  is  surrounded  by  everj'  token  of  filial 
love  and  respect. 

When  our  subject  was  eleven  years  old  he  left 
his  native  State  with  his  parents  for  the  wilds  of 
Ohio,  and  amid  the  primitive  scenes  of  Seneca 
County  he  grew  to  a  vigorous  and  strong  man- 
hood. He  had  the  serious  misfortune  to  lose  his 
father  when  he  was  only  eight  years  old,  and  it  was 
after  that  he  went  to  Ohio  with  his  mother 
and  step- father.  He  received  but  a  limited  edu- 
cation in  the  subscription  schools  of  the  Buckeye 
State,  and  is  in  the  main  self-educated.  In  the 
course  of  years  by  much  reading  of  good  books 


he  has  gathered  together  a  good  fund  of  informa- 
tion and  is  conversant  with  all  subjects  of  general 
interest. 

Tn  1851  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cooley  crossed  the  border 
from  Ohio  and  came  into  this  State  to  live.  The 
removal  hither  was  accomplished  with  two  teams 
and  wagons  which  he  hired,  and  several  days  were 
consumed  on  the  journey.  He  found  the  country 
still  in  the  hands  of  the  pioneers,  and  cast  in 
his  lot  with  them,  locating  on  a  tract  of  wild  land 
that  he  has  since  developed  into  the  valuable  farm 
that  is  still  his  home.  He  has  been  an  intelligent 
witness  of  the  gradual  transformation  of  this  region 
from  the  wilderness,  wherein  he  has  seen  wolves, 
bears  and  other  wild  animals  that  are  not  now 
found  here,  to  a  prosperous  farming  region.  He 
can  recall  many  pioneer  scenes,  and  relates  with 
interest  the  primitive  condition  of  affairs  when  he 
first  came  here. 

Our  subject  had  only  about  8100  with  which 
to  begin  his  new  life  in  the  wilds,  but  he  bravely 
set  to  work  to  overcome  every  obstacle  in  the 
pathway  to  success.  He  first  built  a  log  house 
16x18  feet  in  dimensions,  and  in  that  he  and  his 
family  dwelt  in  happiness  until  he  replaced  it 
in  1877  by  the  more  commodious  and  well- 
arranged  residence  in  which  they  now  live.  His 
farm  contains  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres 
of  land  that  is  finely  cultivated,  and  is  amply 
supplied  with  buildings  of  a  good  class  and  well 
adapted  to  their  purposes.  He  first  farmed  with 
oxen  and  had  to  use  the  old-fashioned  machinery 
of  old  times,  but  now  has  fine  modern  machinery 
and  tools. 

The  Rev.  William  T.  Cooley  was  married  to 
Miss  Catherine  Nisley  October  8,  1846,  and  for 
more  than  forty  years  she  has  walked  by  his  side, 
cheering  him  by  her  presence,  guiding  him  by  her 
sensible  advice  and  co-operating  with  him  in  all 
his  work,  whether  secular  or  sacred.  Eight  chil- 
dren have  blessed  their  wedded  life,  nameljr:  Mar- 
tha A.,  who  is  deceased;  Maria  J.,  wife  of  W.  H. 
Prescott;  George  W.;  Sarah  E.,  wife  of  George 
Spotts;  Myrtie,  wife  of  Josiah  Wickard;  William; 
Ada  I.,  wife  of  E.  D.  Spotts;  and  Zora  D.,  wife  of 
Loren  Dickinson.  Mrs.  Cooley  was  born  in  Fair- 
field County,  Ohio,  June   27,  1827,  to  Henry  and 
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Ann  Nisley,  who  were  natives  respectively  of  Vir- 
ginia and  Ohio.     Her  paternal  ancestors  were  Ger 
mans.     Her  parents  had  ten  children,  of  whom  she 
and  her  sister  Ann   are  the  only  survivors.     The 
latter  is  the  wife  of  Marvin  Austin. 

Mr.  Cooley  has  been  an  influence  for  much  good 
during  his  many  years  residence  here,  as  he  is  a 
firm  Christian  and  has  always  Jed  an  exemplary 
life.  He  is  as  well-informed  on  political  subjects 
as  on  all  topics  of  the  day,  and  his  fine  estate 
attests  to  the  fact  that  he  is  an  excellent  financier. 
He  is  a  sound  Democrat,  and  has  mingled  some- 
what in  public  life.  He  was  Justice  of  the  Peace 
eight  years  and  has  been  School  Moderator.  So- 
cially he  is  identified  with  the  Patrons  of  Industry. 
Mr.  Cooley  is  best  known  in  his  capacity  of  local 
preacher  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  to 
whose  upbuilding  he  has  devoted  much  time.  He 
has  also  done  good  work  in  the  church  as  Class- 
Leader,  Steward,  and  Superintendent  of  the  Sun- 
day-school. For  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century 
he  has  been  a  faithful  member  of  the  church,  and 
has  labored  with  all  his  might  to  advance  religion 
in  his  community. 


,  ANIEL  R.  BURDICK.  For  well-nigh  half 
a  century  Mr.  Burdick  has  been  a  resident 
of  Barry  County,  and  can  trace  its  prog- 
ress from  the  days  when  game  was  plen- 
tiful, deer  being  seen  in  large  herds,  and  when  In- 
dians still  traversed  the  forest  and  plain.  His  first 
markets  were  Battle  Creek  and  Yorkville,  and  the 
few  hardy  settlers  of  Barry  Township  used  oxen 
for  all  farm  work  and  teaming.  His  own  home  was 
a  rude  log  cabin,  and  such  were  the  dwellings  of 
his  neighbors  for  some  years.  Mr.  Burdick  takes  a 
just  pride  in  the  present  condition  of  the  country, 
and  rejoices  in  having  been  an  instrument  in  bring- 
ing it  about,  even  though  he  recalls  hardships  and 
privations.  In  his  memory  these  are  offset  by  the 
true  neighborliness  and  open-hearted  helpfulness 
of  his  companions  of  pioneer  days. 

The  Burdick  family  was  instituted  in  America 


by  three  brothers  who  emigrated  from  England  and 
established  their  homes  in  Vermont.  In  that  State 
Robertson  Burdick,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
September  16,  1762,  and  thence  he  went  to  New 
York  where  he  farmed  many  years.  He  died  there 
about  1850  when  eighty-eight  years  old.  He  was 
a  consistent  member  of  the  Christian  Church.  His 
wife,  mother  of  our  subject,  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Esther  Fox,  and  was  born  in  Massachusetts, 
June  17,  1782;  she  died  since  the  Civil  War.  Of 
the  eleven  children  born  to  the  good  couple,  five 
are  now  living. 

The  birthplace  of  him  of  whom  we  write,  was 
Genesee,  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  and  the  date 
of  the  event  March  3,  1818.  When  nine  years  old 
he  was  bound  out,  and  his  educational  privileges 
were  therefore  limited,  but  he  learned  practical  les- 
sons of  life,  and  gained  good  habits.  Knowledge 
has  come  to  him  from  various  sources  in  later  years 
and  he  is  well  informed  on  general  topics  of  inter- 
est. Upon  reaching  his  majority,  Mr.  Burdick 
engaged  in  farming  in  the  East,  and  after  several 
years  so  occupied  decided  to  try  his  fortune  in  a 
newer  country.  He  therefore  came  to  Michigan  in 
1844,  locating  at  Adrian,  Lenawee  County,  where 
he  tarried  a  year. 

In  the  fall  of  1845  Mr.  Burdick  came  to  Barry 
County  and  purchased  the  land  he  still  occupies. 
It  was  devoid  of  improvement,  and  his  first  step 
was  to  prepare  a  dwelling  in  which  he  sheltered  his 
family  several  years.  His  estate  comprises  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  fertile  acres  on  section  25,  Barry 
Township,  where  the  many  structures  needed  by  a 
thorough-going  farmer  and  home-lover  are  to  be 
seen.  In  1868  Mr.  Burdick  began  threshing,  and 
followed  that  business  until  he  had  worn  out  two 
machines.  Like  many  a  prosperous  man  in  this 
great  commonwealth  he  entered  upon  his  career 
without  financial  capital  and  what  he  has,  has  been 
won  by  industry  and  good  management,  backed  by 
prudence  in  expenditure. 

In  1838  Mr.  Burdick  married  Miss  Hannah  Nich- 
ols, a  native  of  New  York,  who  nobly  bore  her 
part  in  advancing  their  mutual  interests  until  called 
hence  March  31,  1879.  To  them  were  born  four 
children:  Myron  D.,  who  lives  in  Alba,  this  State; 
I   Aaron  E.,  a  carpenter  in  Olympia,   Wash.;  Mary 
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E.,  wife  of  George  H.  Winslow,  a  farmer  of  Barry 
Township;  and  Benjamin  F.,  who  is  operating  the 
homestead.  After  living  a  widower  ten  years,  Mr. 
Burdick  brought  to  his  home  a  second  wife,  having 
won  Mrs.  Adaline  Bennett  nee  Nichols,  a  sister  of 
his  former  companion.  This  lady  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania,  June  3,  1818,  and  came  to  this  State 
in  the  early  '40s,  at  the  same  time  as  Mr.  Burdick. 
In  fact  the  two  families  traveled  together  and  have 
been  neighbors  many  years.  She  was  first  married 
to  Francis  Bennett,  who  was  born  in  New  York  in 
1805,  and  died  in  Michigan  in  December,  1888. 
To  her  first  husband  she  bore  two  sons  and  two 
daughters — Amanda,  Nelson,  Mary  J.  and  Henry. 
The  sons  were  soldiers  in  the  late  war;  Henry  died 
at  Detroit,  while  in  service,  and  Nelson  served 
three  years. 

Mr.  Burdick  is  a  zealous  member  of  the  Wesley  an 
Methodist  Church,  and  has  been  Class-Leader  a 
quarter  of  a  century  or  more.  He  has  been  a  dele- 
gate to  several  conferences,  and  is  at  all  times  an 
earnest  worker  for  his  own  salvation  and  the  good 
of  others.  His  wife  fully  sympathizes  in  his  re- 
ligious belief,  and  she  too  carries  her  faith  into 
daily  practice.  Mr.  Burdick  cast  his  first  ballot 
for  Gen.  W.  H.  Harrison,  and  for  years  past  has 
been  a  stanch  Republican.  He  holds  the  office  of 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  conscientiously  discharges 
the  duties  pertaining  thereto. 

Elsewhere  in  this  volume  the  reader  will  notice 
a  lithographic  portrait  of  Mr.  Burdick. 

f.UFUS  W.  VESTER.  An  honored  position 
among  the  citizens  of  Barry  County  is  oc- 
cupied by  Mr.  Vester,  who  owns  and  oper- 
ates a  fine  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  on  section  15,  Carlton  Township.  Of  this 
goodly  estate  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  have 
been  placed  under  excellent  cultivation,  while  the 
remaining  forty  acres  are  in  timber.  The  home- 
stead is  embellished  by  a  commodious  residence 
and  all  the  necessary  outbuildings  for  the  shelter 
of  stock  and  the  storage  of  machinery  and  grain. 
By  the  exercise  of  prudent  economy   and   good 


judgment  Mr.  Vester  has  accumulated  an  abund- 
ance of  this  world's  goods,  while  his  upright  life 
has  endeared  him  to  his  fellow-citizens. 

Mr.  Vester  is  one  of  five  children  born  to  Will- 
iam and  Debora  (Dodge)  Vester,  natives  respect- 
ively of  Rhinebeck,  Germany,  and  New  York. 
The  father,  who  was  born  in  1807,  remained  in  his 
native  country  until  he  had  attained  man's  estate, 
and  then  emigrated  to  America.  He  came  direct 
to  Michigan,  settling  in  Barry  County,  and  cleared 
the  farm  now  owned  and  occupied  by  our  subject. 
It  was  in  almost  the  primeval  condition  of  nature 
when  William  Vester  located  upon  it,  and  it  was 
only  by  unremitting  and  ceaseless  industry  that  he 
was  enabled  to  transform  it  into  one  of  the  choicest 
estates  in  the  vicinity.  After  a  useful  and  honor- 
able life  he  passed  from  the  busy  scenes  of  earth 
in  1884;  his  wife  died  in  1874. 

Our  subject  was  born  March  26,  1844,  in  Mich- 
igan,  and  received  such  educational  advantages  as 
could  be  obtained  in  the  common  schools  of  the 
district.  Although  he  could  not  attend  school  reg- 
ularly, and  his  means  of  gaining  information  were 
meager,  yet  he  made  the  best  use  of  his  opportuni- 
ties, and  is  now  a  well-educated  man  in  the  best 
sense  of  the  word,  and  one  with  whom  it  is  always  a 
pleasure  to  spend  an  hour.  He  was  reared  to  farm- 
ing pursuits,  and  by  careful  reading  of  everything 
pertaining  to  agriculture  and  a  systematic  tilling 
and  cultivation  of  the  soil  he  has  become  a  thor- 
ough farmer.  In  connection  with  his  farming  pur- 
suits he  devotes  considerable  attention  to  stock- 
raising,  in  which  he  has  met  with  a  fair  measure  of 
success.     He  makes  a  specialty  of  cattle. 

When  the  Civil  War  broke  out  our  subject  was 
aroused  in  his  country's  defense,  and  with  his  two 
brothers  enlisted  to  fight,  and  if  need  be  to  die,  in 
behalf  of  the  Union.  Both  brothers  fell  victims  of 
the  enemies  of  the  nation,  dying  from  sickness 
contracted  while  in  the  army.  Mr.  Vester  was  more 
fortunate,  however,  and  escaped  without  injury. 
He  enlisted  in  Company  E,  First  Michigan  Artil- 
lery, in  1863,  and  with  them  marched  to  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Freeze.  After 
remaining  a  few  months  in  Nashville  they  followed 
Hood  to  Decatur,  Ala.,  in  the  meantime  participa- 
ting in  several  engagements,  among  them  being 
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the  battle  of  Nashville.  Later  Mr.  Vester  was  sent 
to  Jackson,  Mich.,  where  he  was  honorably  dis- 
charged in  1865,  after  a  career  as  a  soldier  of  which 
he  and  his  may  well  be  proud. 

Mr.  Vester  has  had  a  devoted  companion  and 
affectionate  counselor  in  the  person  of  his  wife, 
who  was  known  in  maidenhood  as  Lucinda  Lydy. 
Mrs.  Vester  was  born  in  Ohio,  to  George  and  Mary 
Lydy,  and  was  the  eldest  in  a  family  of  eight  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  are  living  except  one  sister.  The 
happy  wedded  life  of  our  subject  and  his  estimable 
wife  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  nine  children, 
namely:  Debora,  William,  Michael,  Margaret, 
George,  Jesse,  Julia,  Eunice  and  Harrison.  All 
remain  under  the  parental  roof  with  the  exception 
of  Debora,  who  married  Herbert*  Chase  and  makes 
her  home  in  Carlton  Township.  The  children  had 
excellent  educational  facilities  afforded  them,  and 
are  well-educated  and  refined  members  of  -society. 
Our  subject  commemorates  his  service  in  the  army 
by  his  membership  in  the  Joe  Walcott  Post, 
G.  A.  R.,  and  has  always  beenastanch  Republican. 
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DETER  ADRIANSON.  Too  much  cannot  be 
)  written  in  praise  of  those  citizens  of  foreign 
nations  who,  leaving  the  homes  endeared  to 
them  by  early  associations,  have  cast  their 
lot  among  the  pioneers  of  an  undeveloped  country, 
with  the  growth  and  progress  of  which  they  have 
been  inseparably  connected.  Such  an  one  is  the 
subject  of  this  brief  biographical  notice,  who  passed 
the  early  years  of  his  manhood  in  Holland,  and 
who  is  now  one  of  the  representative  farmers  and 
citizens  of  Barry  County. 

On  June  21,  1834,  Mr.  Adrianson  was  born  in 
Holland,  to  George  and  Mary  (Bock)  Adrianson, 
who  were  also  natives  of  Holland.  The  father  was 
born  August  8,  1794,  and  passed  his  entire  life  in 
the  land  of  his  birth,  dying  in  1850.  He  was  an 
industrious,  hard-working  man,  but  never  became 
well-to-do.  After  his  death  his  widow  crossed  the 
broad  Atlantic  accompanied  by  her  children,  and 
settled  in  Michigan,  where  she  died  in  1883.  She 
was  a  woman  possessing  great  energy  of  disposition 


and  uprightness  of  character,  and  left  to  her  chil- 
dren, of  whom  there  were  five,  a  legacy  far  more 
precious  than  money  or  lands — the  legacy  of  a 
blameless  life. 

In  Holland,  where  our  subject  passed  his  boy- 
hood and  youth,  he  received  a  good  common-school 
education,  and  was  trained  to  habits  of  industry. 
Feeling  that  the  broad  acres  of  the  United  States 
offered  better  opportunities  to  poor  people  than  the 
crowded  cities  of  Europe,  he  decided  to  come  to 
America.  Accordingly  in  1868,  he  embarked  in  a 
sailing-vessel,  which  anchored  in  the  harbor  of  New 
York.  From  there  Mr.  Adrianson  proceeded  di- 
rectly to  Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  where  he  worked  by 
the  month  four  years,  two  being  passed  in  Kalama- 
zoo, and  the  remainder  of  the  time  in  Barry  County. 
His  work  was  carefully  and  thoroughly  done  and 
he  received  good  wages  in  remuneration.  His 
earnings  were  hoarded  frugally  until  he  was  able  to 
invest  his  capital  in  a  farm  of  his  own.  He  located 
on  his  present  farm  of  eighty  acres  on  section  27, 
Orangevilie  Township,  in  1874,  having  bought  it 
the  previous  fall,  and  since  that  time  has  been  in- 
dustriously devoting  his  attention  to  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  soil  and  improvement  of  the  estate. 

On  May  3,  1860,  Mr.  Adrianson  was  united  in 
marriage  in  Holland,  with  Sarah  Niscus,  who  also 
was  a  native  of  that  country.  Mrs.  Adrianson 
is  the  daughter  of  Peter  and  Sarah  (Lurehans)  Nis- 
cus, and  is  a  woman  whose  worth  of  character  and 
kindness  of  heart  are  everywhere  recognized.  She 
was  a  tender  mother  to  her  two  children  while  they 
remained  under  the  home  roof,  and  now  that  they 
have  gone  into  homes  of  their  own  her  love  and 
affection  have  not  ceased,  but  she  extends  to  all 
who  come  within  her  reach  the  pleasant  words  and 
helpful  actions  which  have  always  characterized 
her  life.  Peter,  the  elder  son,  married  Miss  Kate 
Valhoun,  and  is  now  engaged  in  farming  in  Orange- 
viile  Township;  Jacob,  the  younger  of  the  sons  born 
to  our  subject  and  his  wife,  married  Miss  Harriet 
Parico,  and  lives  near  his  father's  home,  where  he 
is  carrying  on  agricultural  pursuits.  Mr.  Adrian- 
son  is  a  strong  Republican,  and  uniformly  casts  his 
ballot  for  those  men  who  are  representatives  of  the 
principles  which  he  upholds.  He  has  served  the 
township  in  various  local  offices,  among  them  that 


556 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


of  Pathmaster.  In  the  Methodist  Church  of  which 
he  and  his  wife  are  consistent  members,  they  are 
also  active  workers,  and  the  influence  of  their  up- 
right lives  is  beneficial  and  widely  recognized. 


;  BENAJAH  W.  WARREN,  a  resident  of 
"  Charlotte,  has  honorably  filled  many  re- 
sponsible positions  in  Eaton  County,  and  is 
well  known  and  greatly  respected,  as  his 
public  record  is  without  blemish  and  his  private 
life  is  irreproachable.  He  is  a  native  of  Clarendon, 
Orleans  County,  N.  Y.,  coming  of  sterling  New 
England  ancestry,  and  was  born  September  21, 
1821.  The  father  of  our  subject,  Stephen  War- 
ren, was  born  in  Tolland  County,  Conn.,  and  it  is 
thought  that  his  father,  whose  name  was  John  War- 
ren, was  a  native  of  the  same  county,  being  a 
descendant  of  one  of  the  early  English  families  of 
Colonial  times.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject 
was  reared  and  married  in  Tolland  County  and 
followed  farming  in  Connecticut  until  quite  well 
advanced  in  years.  He  then  went  to  Orleans 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  there  died  at  a  ripe  age. 

Stephen  Warren  remained  in  his  New  England 
birthplace  until  1814,  and  then  left  his  home  to 
begin  life  anew  in  the  wilds  of  New  York,  making 
the  journey  thither  on  horseback.  He  bought  a 
tract  of  heavily  timbered  land  from  the  Holland 
Purchase  Company  in  what  is  now  Clarendon 
Township.  He  lived  there  in  the  wilderness,  where 
deer  and  other  wild  animals  were  plentiful,  and 
there  were  but  very  few  signs  of  civilization  as 
settlements  were  few  and  far  between,  and  there 
were  no  railways  or  canals  connecting  the  country 
with  the  outside  world  for  some  time  after  he 
located  there.  In  1833  he  sold  his  possessions 
there  and  again  became  a  pioneer,  coming  to 
•  Michigan,  which  was  then  a  Territory.  During 
his  residence  in  Orleans  County  he  had  married, 
and  he  was  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  four 
children  on  the  journey  to  fresh  fields  and  pas- 
tures new  in  this  inviting  country  of  which  he 
had  heard  such  glowing  accounts.  The  little  party 
traveled  with  teams,  having  three  yoke  of  oxen  to 


one  wagon,  a  pair  of  horses  to  another,  and  a  pair 
of  horses  attached  to  a  carriage.  They  came 
through  Canada,  passing  through  Detroit  on  their 
way  to  their  destination,  and  arriving  in  Emmet 
Township,  Calhoun  County,  after  fourteen  days. 

Mr.  Warren  bought  between  three  and  four 
hundred  acres  of  Government  land,  which  he 
entered  in  the  land  office  at  White  Pigeon.  He 
found  the  country  almost  in  its  primeval  condi- 
tion, as  the  few  pioneer  settlers  that  had  preceded 
him  had  made  but  little  headway  against  the 
forces  of  nature.  There  were  no  railways  in  Mich- 
igan for  some  time  and  Detroit  was  the  nearest 
market  and  depot  for  supplies,  while  White  Pigeon 
and  Dexter  were  the  nearest  milling  points.  Mr. 
Warren  built  a  commodious  log  house  on  his  land 
and  bravely  set  about  the  hard  pioneer  task  of 
clearing  a  farm.  But  his  busy  life  was  suddenly 
cut  short  by  his  untimely  death,  June  11,  1835, 
when  this  community  lost  a  good  citizen  who 
would  undoubtedly  have  done  much  to  develop 
the  country. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject 
was  Samantha  Worden  and  Ballston  Springs,  Sara- 
toga County,  N.  Y.,  was  the  place  of  her  birth. 
Her  father,  Benajah  Worden,  was  a  native  of  the 
same  county  and  was  of  English  blood.  He  mar- 
ried Sarah  Bennett  and  removed  from  Saratoga 
County  to  Orleans  County,  N.  Y..  in  1814.  He 
resided  there  with  his  children  until  1831,  and 
then  accompanied  his  daughter  to  Calhoun  County, 
this  State,  and  there  died  in  the  fullness  of  years. 
The  mother  of  our  subject  was  married  a  second 
time  after  the  death  of  his  father,  becoming  the 
wife  of  a  Mr.  King.  She  continued  to  reside  in 
Emmet  Township  some  years  and  then  went  to 
Battle  Creek  to  make  her  home  with  her  daughter, 
dying  there  at  the  venerable  age  of  eighty-five 
years  and  seven  months.  She  reared  the  following 
four  children,  all  of  whom  are  still  living:  Celista, 
wife  of  Henry  L.  Dwinell;  Ira  A.  lives  on  the  old 
homestead;  Benajah  W. ;  and  Washington  L.  in 
Manistee,  Mich. 

.  He  of  whom  this  biography  is  a  life  review 
was  a  bright  active  lad  of  twelve  years  when  he 
came  to  Michigan  with  his  parents,  and  well 
remembers  the  incidents  of  the  journey  hither  and 
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of  the  pioneer  life  that  followed,  with  its  many 
privations  and  hardships.  He  attended  school  in 
a  rude  log  schoolhouse  in  Emmet  Township  that 
was  suppled  with  rough-made  furniture,  the  seats, 
or  benches  being  made  of  slabs  that  were  held 
up  by  wooden  pins,  and  the  building  was  heated 
by  a  fireplace.  As  soon  as  the  boy  was  large 
enough  he  had  to  assist  in  the  farm  work,  and  he 
continued  to  live  with  his  mother  until  he  was 
nineteen  years  old.  In  the  meantime  he  utilized 
his  education  by  teaching  school  several  winter 
terms.  At  the  age  mentioned  he  commenced  to 
learn  the  trade  of  a  carpenter,  and  followed  that 
summers  and  devoted  himself  to  teaching  winters 
until  1845,  when  he  married  and  settled  on  a 
farm  in  Kalamazoo  County.  In  1846  he  sold  that 
place,  and  coming  to  Eaton  County,  settled  in 
Olivet  where  he  carried  on  carpentering  until  1854. 
He  again  went  to  farming  in  that  year,  buying  a 
farm  in  Walton  Township,  and  was  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits  until  he  was  called  to  public 
life  by  his  fellow-citizens. 

In  the  fall  of  1860  Mr.  Warren  was  elected  to 
the  responsible  office  of  Sheriff  of  Eaton  County, 
and  he  came  to  Charlotte  in  December  to  enter 
upon  the  duties  of  his  position,  and  has  ever  since 
remained  a  resident  of  this  city.  At  the  close  of 
his  first  term  as  Sheriff  he  was  honored  by  re- 
election and  served  two  terms,  which  was  the  full 
extent  of  the  time  allowed  by  law  for  any  person 
to  hold  that  civic  position.  During  that  time  he 
showed  himself  to  be  well  fitted  for  the  place,  dis- 
charging the  duties  incumbent  upon  him  without 
fear  or  favor,  with  due  discrimination,  excellent 
judgment,  and  with  justice  to  all  concerned.  In 
1865  be  was  further  honored  by  being  appointed 
Deputy  Register  of  Deeds  for  this  county,  and  so 
well  did  he  conduct  the  affairs  under  his  charge, 
he  was  elected  Register  of  Deeds  for  the  County 
in  1866.  He  was  twice  re-elected  to  that  impor- 
tant office,  in  1868  and  1870.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  first  City  Council  of  Charlotte,  and  then, 
as  always,  was  ready  to  promote  any  plan  for 
public  improvement. 

While  a  resident  of  Walton  our  subject  served 
as  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  he  represented  the 
township   on   the   County  Board    of    Supervisors 


several  years.  He  was  one  of  the  Commissioners 
for  the  construction  of  the  State  road  from  Battle 
Creek  to  Lansing  from  1856  to  1860.  Mr.  War- 
ren was  reared  a  Democrat,  but  he  afterward  joined 
the  Free-Soil  party,  and  naturally  from  that  went 
to  the  Republican  on  its  formation.  He  was  iden- 
tified with  it  through  its  years  of  triumph  and 
prosperity  until  1884,  when  he  gave  his  adherence 
to  the  Prohibition  party,  he  being  a  man  of  strong 
temperance  principles. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  first  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject, to  whom  he  was  wedded  in  1845,  was  Rectina 
Hurd,  and  she  was  a  daughter  of  Josiah  and  Mila 
(Partridge)  Hurd.  She  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Medina,  Orleans  County,  N.  Y.,  and  died  in  Char- 
lotte in  1875.  Mr.  Warren  has  four  children  liv- 
ing of  that  marriage,  namely:  H.  Florence,  Wash- 
ington W.,  Charles  H.  and  Marshal  B.  Mr.  Warren 
was  married  to  Mrs.  Adeline  M.  Lacy,  his  present 
wife,  in  1876.  She  is  a  native  of  the  State  of  New 
York. 


ON.  SAMUEL  J.  BIDELMAN,  who  is  now 
j^.  living  a  quiet  life  on  section  35,  Hastings 
Township,  is  one  of  the  wealthy  citizens  of 
Barry  County,  and  has  now  retired  from 
active  business  life.  He  is  not  only  well  known  in 
this  community,  but  has  also  an  extended  acquain- 
tance among  the  prominent  men  of  the  State,  being 
an  ex  representative  of  his  district  in  the  General 
Assembly  of  Michigan. 

The  Bidelman  family  is  of  German  origin,  the 
great-grandfather  of  our  subject  having  been  born 
in  Germany.  His  son  Henry,  grandfather  of  Sam- 
uel, was  born  in  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1775, 
in  which  year  the  Colonies  struck  their  first  blow 
for  freedom.  Abraham  Bidelman,  the  father,  was 
also  a  native  of  Herkimer,  his  father  moving  to  Or- 
leans County  when  he  was  nineteen  years  old,  and 
there  he  owned  a  small  tract  of  land.  He  made 
farming  his  life  occupation  and  died  in  the  Empire 
State  in  1868. 

Our  subject  is  the  eldest  of  a  family  of  six  chil- 
dren, three  sons  and  three  daughters.  He  was  born 
in  New  Yprk,  June  6, 1825,  and  received  a  common  - 
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school  education.  Upon  his  father's  farm  h6  was 
reared  to  manhood  and  at  the  age  of  twenty  years 
began  learning  the  carpenter's  trade.  His  residence 
in  Michigan  dates  from  1855,  when  he  located  in 
Branch  County,  where  he  made  his  home  until 
1 860,  when  he  became  a  resident  of  Hastings  Town- 
ship, Barry  County.  Thirty-one  years  have  since 
passed  but  during  a  part  of  that  time  he  lived  on 
another  farm  than  the  one  which  he  now  occupies. 
In  1850  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Martha 
Parker,  daughter  of  Asa  Parker,  who  was  born  in 
Massachusetts,  and  died  at  the  home  of  our  subject 
in  1878,  at  the  very  advanced  age  of  ninety-one 
years.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mary 
Payne,  is  also  deceased.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs  Bidel- 
man  have  been  born  six  children:  Charles,  who 
wedded  Miss  Mary  Thorn;  Mrs.  Emma  Benham; 
Frank,  who  married  Samantha  Roush;  William, 
who  married  Ida  Thorn;  Walter,  who  married 
Minnie  Gaskill;  and  Mattie  at  home.  The  children 
were  provided  with  liberal  educational  advantages, 
such  as  would  fit  them  for  the  practical  duties  of 
life  and  make  them  useful  men  and  women  and  as 
they  left  the  parental  roof  were  given  homes  of 
their  own  by  their  father. 

Mr.  Bideluaan  has  held  nearly  every  township 
and  county  office.  He  was  first  elected  Superin- 
tendent of  the  County  Poor  House  and  subsequently 
was  made  Chairman  of  the  Republican  County 
Committee.  He  has  been  President  of  the  Barry 
County  Agricultural  Society  and  for  the  past  eight- 
een years  has  been  Vice-President  of  the  Barry 
and  Eaton  County  Insurance  Company.  For  six 
years  he  held  the  office  of  Highway  Commissioner, 
was  Road  Supervisor  for  the  long  period  of  twenty- 
one  years  and  for  a  number  of  terms  has  filled 
school  offices.  On  several  different  occasions  he 
has  been  chosen  executor  of  estates,  a  fact  which 
plainly  indicates  his  honesty  and  trustworthiness. 
He  has  three  times  been  appointed  as  a  delegate  to 
the  State  Conventions  of  the  Republican  party,  and 
in  1880  was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature  over 
Richard  Jones  by  a  majority  of  two  hundred  and 
fifty-six.  He  has  always  been  a  stalwart  supporter 
of  Republican  principles  and  has  done  everything 
in  his  power  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  party 
and  insure  its  success.    His  official  career  has  won 


him  not  only  the  admiration  of  his  constituents  but 
the  regard  of  his  opponents  as  well,  who  esteem  him 
highly  as  a  man  of  honest  convictions  who  fear- 
lessly and  always  politely  expresses  his  opinions  on 
any  subject  brought  up  for  discussion.  Mr.  Bidel- 
man owns  eighty  acres  of  land  on  section  35;  sev- 
enty acres  on  section  27;  and  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  on  section  34,  Hastings  Township; 
also  one  hundred  and  fifty-three  acres  on  section 
2,  Baltimore  Township,  making  an  aggregate  of 
four  hundred  and  sixty-three  acres  which  pays  to 
him  a  golden  tribute.  He  has  been  prospered  in 
this  world's  goods,  but  his  fellow-townsmen  say  of 
him  that  he  is  liberal,  giving  freely  to  aid  in  the 
advance  of  any  public  enterprise  and  is  ever  ready 
to  extend  a  helping  hand  to  the  poor  and  needy. 
His  riches  therefore  are  not  selfishly  used  for  him- 
self and  his  family  alone,  but  are  made  instruments 
in  his  hands  for  helping  others.  Such  a  man  de- 
serves the  high  esteem  of  his  associates  and  the 
respect  of  all  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact. 

EMERSON  C.  BLODGETT  is  numbered 
among  the  substantial  farmers  of  Eaton 
County,  having  a  valuable  estate  in  Hamlin 
Township,  where  the  conveniences  of  modern  farm 
life  may  be  seen.  He  was  born  in  Elba,  Genesee 
County,  N.  Y„  April  11,  1831,  and  when  seven 
years  old  accompanied  his  parents  to  the  wilds  of 
Michigan.  Here  he  grew  to  manhood  and  received 
a  liberal  education.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two  he 
left  his  farm  to  try  his  fortune  on  the  lakes,  but 
after  one  year's  experience  returned  to  agriculture 
quite  content  to  make  it  his  life  work. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Blodgett  and  Miss  Rebecca 
Meeker  was  solemnized  November  4,  1858.  The 
bride,  who  was  born  in  Yates  County,  N.  Y. 
August  27,  1839,  was  the  first  lady  Class-Leader  in 
Eaton  Rapids.  She  is  possessed  of  more  than 
ordinary  mental  ability  and  intellectual  power,  and 
has  a  fine  character.  She  has  borne  her  husband 
five  children,  viz:  Lucy  E.,  wife  of  Marcus  E. 
Lane,  of  Onondaga,  this  State;  George  E.,  a  drug- 
gist of  Eaton   Rapids,  who  married  Miss  Edna  A. 
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Bentley ;  Lottie  L.  was  born  February  3,  1863,  and 
died  April  15,  1863;  Eudora  M.,  wife  of  B.  Frank 
Lindell,  of  Eaton  County;  and  Myrtle  L.,  who  is 
unmarried. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  Blodgett  were  Theodore  and 
Catherine  E.  (Markle)  Meeker,  who  came  to  Eaton 
County  in  1855,  and  died  herein  1886  and  1890  f 
respectively.  They  were  people  of  strict  integrity 
and  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Their  family  consisted  of  six  daughters  and  two 
sons,  those  besides  Mrs.  Blodgett  being  Eleanor  E., 
wife  of  H.  B.  Youngs,  of  Montcalm  County,  this 
State;  Maria  C,  wife  of  Isaac  T.  Blodgett,  of  Eaton 
County;  Clark  T.,  member  of  the  Eighth  Michigan 
Cavalry,  who  was  one  of  the  victims  of  the  explo- 
sion of  the  "Sultana;"  David  S.,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  thirteen  years;  Olive  G.,  wife  of  James  Hig- 
gins  of  Knox  County,  Ohio;  Lottie  T.,  who  mar- 
ried Charles  Walters  of  Eaton  County;  and  Hattie 
A.,  wife  of  C.  D.  Wisner,  of  Eaton  County. 

Mr.  Blodgett  is  a  whole-souled,  honest,  indus- 
trious man,  who  stands  high  in  the  county  in  which 
he  has  so  long  resided  and  is  ever  to  be  found  cast- 
ing his  influence  on  the  side  of  true  progress  and 
civilization.  He  is  a  hearty  supporter  of  the 
Republican  party  and  is  identified  with  the  order 
of  Patrons  of  Industry.  In  1870-71  he  was  elected 
Township  Treasurer  and  again  called  to  that  office 
in  1890. 


^n  HILO  FULLER,  who  is  engaged  in  farming 
)))  on  section  20,  Carlton  Township,  Barry 
f!  County,  is  a  native  of  New  York.  He  was 
[  born  in  Carlton  Township,  Orleans  County, 
January  28,  1841,  and  is  a  son  of  Harmon  Fuller,  a 
native  of  Connecticut  who  served  in  the  War  of 
1812.  He  spent  his  entire  life  in  the  East  but  after 
his  death  his  remains  were  brought  to  Michigan 
and  here  interred.  In  the  family  were  twelve  chil- 
dren, our  subject  being  the  ninth  in  order  of  birth, 
and  Edwin  and  Joseph  were  numbered  among  the 
boys  in  blue  of  the  late  war.  Philo  remained  at 
home  until  1861  when,  prompted  by  patriotic 
impulses,  he  responded  to  the  country's  call  for 
troops  and  became  a  member  of  Company  F,  Third 


New  York  Cavalry,  which  was  ordered  to  Mary- 
land where  the  troops  remained  during  the  winter. 
In  the  spring  they  were  sent  to  Virginia  under  Gen. 
Banks,  crossing  at  Harper's  Ferry,  where  they  were 
held  in  reserve  while  Banks  raided  Winchester. 
Next  they  were  ordered  back  to  Washington,  D.  C, 
where  they  spent  two  weeks,  following  which  they 
went  to  Newbern,  N.  C.  The  year  the  Third  Regi- 
ment spent  in  that  place  the  troops  were  engaged 
in  picket  duty  and  skirmishing,  after  which  they 
were  ordered  to  Fortress  Monroe,  Va.,  and  went  in 
to  winter  quarters.  The  following  spring  they  re- 
turned to  Newbern,  where  Company  F  remained 
until  receiving  its  discharge  in  1864,  on  the  expira- 
tion of  its  term  of  enlistment.  Mr.  Fuller  took 
part  in  several  skirmishes  and  in  Hyde  County,  N. 
C,  in  1863,  was  hit  in  the  wrist  by  a  ball  which 
bent  the  handle  of  his  revolver  out  of  shape  and 
then  killed  the  horse  on  which  he  was  riding.  Two 
shots  also  penetrated  his  right  arm  but  the  wounds 
were  not  serious  and  on  the  31st  of  May  he  was 
honorably  discharged  and  returned  to  his  home. 

The  year  1865  witnessed  the  arrival  of  our  sub- 
ject in  Barry  County,  Mich.  He  immediately  pur- 
chased land— his  present  farm — and  after  building 
a  log  cabin  began  clearing  it.  Not  a  furrow  had 
been  turned  or  an  improvement  made  and  the 
present  fine  condition  in  which  it  is  to-day,  is  all 
the  result  of  the  owner's  labors.  After  clearing 
the  land  it  was  his  next  duty  to  provide  a  more 
comfortable  home  for  himself  and  family  than  their 
pioneer  cabin,  and  he  erected  the  pleasant  and 
commodious  two-story  frame  residence  at  a  cost  of 
$2,000.  It  is  tastefully  furnished  from  basement  to 
attic  with  rich  yet  neat  furniture  of  the  latest 
design  and  is  supplied  with  all  the  little  accessories 
which  make  life  worth  the  living  and  indicate  the 
presence  of  cultured  people.  A  large  basement 
barn  was  also  built,  32x46  feet  with  eighteen  feet 
posts,  which  is  sufficiently  large  to  accommodate 
all  his  stock  with  shelter  during  the  inclement 
j  winter  weather.  A  young  orchard  is  just  begin- 
ning to  bear  fruit  and  with  the  exception  of  five 
acres  of  timber  land  the  entire  farm  is  under  a  high 
state  of  cultivation. 

Mr.    Fuller  was   united  in   marriage  with   Miss 
Elsie  Morgan,  daughter  of  William  Morgan,  on  the 
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7th  of  April,  1866,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Tapley,  a  Meth- 
dist  minister.  Unto  them  have  been  born  three 
children — Wilbur  BL,  who  married  Stella  Sherman 
and  resides  on  the  old  home  farm;  Myrtie  B.  and 
Roy  C,  are  at  home  with  their  parents.  This  fam- 
ily has  been  identified  with  the  history  of  Barry 
County  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  and 
our  subject  is  one  of  its  valued  citizens. 


<jf7  EVI  S.  SMITH.^Manly  courage'and  energy 
ill  tfS)  are  exemplified  in  the  life  of  this  gentleman 
/ILJxi  whose  days  are  given  to  industrious  and 
well-directed  labors  on  his  farm  in  Vermontville 
Township.  Upon  his  arrival  in  Eaton  County  Mr. 
Smith  purchased  eighty-six  acres  on  section  31, 
which  he  still  owns,  and  he  also  has  forty  acres  in 
Maple  Grove  Township,  Barry  County,  within  the 
corporation  limits  of  Nashville.  A  visitor  to  his 
attractive  homestead  will  find  thereon  a  commodi- 
ous, two-story  brick  residence,  containing  thirteen 
rooms,  a  cellar  and  all  modern  conveniences.  A 
view  of  this  home,  which  was  erected  in  1887, 
appears  in  connection  with  this  biographical  re- 
view. The  barns  and  other  outbuildings  are  such 
as  are  to  be  found  upon  a  model  farm,  the  fences  in 
good  repair,  and  the  entire  surroundings  indicate 
the  enterprising  and  progressive  spirit  of  the  owner. 
Before  giving  the  main  facts  in  the  life  of  Mr. 
Smith  it  will  not  be  amiss  to  present  a  brief  account 
of  his  ancestors.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Will- 
iam Smith,  was  a  native  of  Vermont  and  served 
as  an  officer  in  the  War  of  1812.  He  died  in 
Montpelier,  Yt.  His  wife,  Betsy  Smith,  who  was 
also  born  in  the  Green  Mountain  State,  spent  her 
last  days  in  Kent  County,  Mich.  Their  son,  Joseph 
Smith,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Cabot, 
Yt.,  and  in  his  youth  went  to  New  York  where, 
in  Chautauqua  County,  he  met  and  married  Mrs. 
Matilda  Fisher,  daughter  of  William  S.  and  Jennie 
McConell.  Her  parents  and  herself  were  all  na- 
tives of  Ireland.  Crossing  the  Atlantic  they  set- 
tled in  Paterson,  N.  J.  at  an  early  day,  and  after- 
ward became  residents  of  Chautauqua  County, 
H.  Y.,  where  Mr.  and  Mrs,  McConell  died, 


After  residing  in  Chautauqua  County  until 
about  1852,  Mr.  Smith,  accompanied  by  his 
wife  and  children,  removed  to  Venango,  Pa.,  where 
he  made  his  home  for  a  period  of  about  twejve 
years.  In  the  month  of  January,  1864,  he  emigrated 
to  .Kent  Count}',  Mich.,  locating  in  Bowne,  where 
he  and  his  wife  continued  to  reside  until  called  to 
their  final  rest.  He  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-three 
years  and  she  when  sixty -two  years  of  age.  Farm- 
ing was  his  principal  occupation  throughout  life 
although  he  owned  and  operated  a  sawmill  upon 
his  farm  in  Pennsylvania.  He  became  well-to-do 
and  at  his  death  left  his  family  in  comfortable 
circumstances.  In  political  sentiment  Mr.  Smith 
was  a  Democrat,  and  both  be  and  his  wife  were 
members  of  the  Methodist  Church.  There  were 
only  two  children  in  the  family,  both  sons.  The 
elder,  John,  who  married  Miss  Julia  Yost,  of 
Venango,  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Edwards  County, 
Kan. 

We  now  take  up  the  personal  histouy  of  our 
subject,  who  for  eighteen  years  has  been  identi- 
fied with  the  agricultural  interests  of  Eaton  County. 
He  was  born  November  11,  1846,  in  Sheridan, 
Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y.,  and  accompanied  his 
parents  to  Michigan,  locating  in  Kent  County. 
Upon  attaining  to  years  of  maturity  he  returned 
to  the  East,  where  on  the  19th  of  December,  1867, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Perintha  A. 
Maxon,  the  wedding  being  celebrated  in  Watts- 
burg,  Erie  County,  Pa.  She  was  born  in  Jackson, 
Mich.,  August  19,  1844,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Daniel  S.  and  Lydia  L.  (Wheat)  Maxon.  Her 
paternal  grandfather  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of 
1812,  and  in  recognition  of  his  services  was 
granted  a  pension  by  the  Government.  Daniel  S. 
Maxon  was  born  in  Wyoming  County,  N.  Y., 
his  wife  in  Washington  County,  and  their  mar- 
riage took  place  in  Warsaw,  that  State.  He  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  in  his  leisure  hours  read  law 
until  he  had  fitted  himself  for  practice  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar.  Coming  West  in  1&43,  he 
located  in  Jackson,  Mich.,  where  he  practiced  for 
a  year,  after  which  he  returned  to  Varysburg, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  died  in  February,  1855.  He  was 
a  most  ardent  Abolitionist  and  a  worthy  citizen. 
His  widow  afterward  married  Allen  Ensworth  and 
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several  years  after  that  event  removed  to  Erie 
County,  Pa  ,  where  Mr.  Ensworth  died.  Later  she 
was  united  in  marriage  with  F.-D.  Maxon,  a 
brother  of  her  first  husband  and  a  resident  of 
Waterloo,  Jackson  County,  Mich. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  have  no  children  of  their 
own  but  have  an  adopted  son,  Ernest  D.,  who  is 
now  eleven  years  of  age.  He  was  born  in  Nova 
Scotia  in  1880  of  German  parents.  His  father  was 
a  sea  captain  on  a  British  man-of-war,  and  while 
at  sea  his  wife  died,  leaving  this  child,  whom  he 
believed  had  also  died.  Ernest  was  therefore  left  to 
the  care  of  strangers  and  was  first  adopted  by  Mrs. 
Cora  R,  Forbes  who  took  him  to  Providence, 
R.  I.  From  there  he  was  sent  to  the  Baldwin 
Place  Home,  in  Boston,  whence  he  was  Jbrought  to 
Michigan  with  many  others  to  find  homes  and  was 
adopted  by  Mr.  Smith  and  his  estimable  wife. 
There  he  is  cared  for  as  though  he  were  their  own 
son  and  is  given  all  the  advantages  of  refined 
surroundings  and  a  good  education. 

In  politics  Mr.  Smith  is  a  Democrat  and  socially 
is  a  Mason,  belonging  to  Nashville  Lodge,  No. 
255,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  As  above  stated,  his  home 
for  the  past  eighteen  years  has  been  on  his  pres- 
ent farm  on  section  31,  where  he  has  developed 
one  of  the  finest  estates  in  the  county.  During 
his  long  residence  here  his  honorable  course  in 
life  has  been  such  as  to  win  for  him  universal  re- 
spect, and  he  is  a  great  favorite  with  all  who  come 
under  the  influence  of  his  manly  character  and 
his  unswerving  allegiance  to  the  right.  In  all  his 
work  he  has  the  active  co-operation  of  his  wife,  a 
most  exemplary  woman,  worthy  of  the  respect 
called  forth  by  her  kindness  of  heart  and  other 
noble  personal  attributes. 


ORRIS  BOWLER,  an  honored  veteran  of 
the  late  war  and  a  progressive  citizen  of 
Barry  County,  carries  on  farming  on  section 
27,  Carlton  Township.  His  father,  Michael 
Bowler,  was  born  in  Ireland,  and  after  he  had  at- 
tained to  manhood  resolved  to  try  his  fortune  in 
America.  Crossing  the  Atlantic  he  settled  in  Massa- 


chusetts where  for  several  years  he  worked  as  a  day 
laborer*  Believing  the  West  furnished  better  op- 
portunities, he  came  to  Michigan  in  1858,  locating 
six  miles  from  Grand  Rapids,  where  he  continued 
to  work  as  a  day  laborer  while  his  wife  added  to 
their  income  by  keeping  boarders.  Later  they  re- 
moved to  the  copper  regions  on  Lake  Superior, 
where  he  worked  in  the  mines  until  his  death  in 
1864. 

Our   subject    was  born    in   Pherret    Parish,    in 
County  Carry,  Ireland,  on  June  18,  1841,  and  was 
but  four  years  of  age  when   he   left  the  Emerald 
Isle,  his  family  coming  to  the  United  States.     His 
educational    advantages    were    limited  and    when 
young  he  began  life  for  himself,  since  which  time  he 
has  been  dependent  upon  his  own  exertions  for  a 
livelihood.     When  his  adopted  country  called    for 
troops  in  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Company  H,  Third 
Michigan  Cavalry,  under  Capt.  Gibbons,  and  with 
his   command  was  sent  to  St.  Louis  where  he  re- 
mained until  February,   1862,  when   the  company 
was  ordered  to  New  Modet,  Mo.    There  a  skirmish 
occurred.  We  next  find  them  at  Pittsburg  Landing, 
later  at  Corinth,  Miss.,  and   subsequently   fighting 
the  hard  battle  at  Farmington.     This  was  followed 
by  a  number  of  skirmishes  until  the  troops  reached 
Tuscumbia,  where  Company  H  was  stationed  three 
months.  Then  came  the  order  to  return  to  Corinth 
and   for  sixty  successive  days  they  were  on  duty 
without  a  full  night's   rest.     Mr.  Bowler  partici- 
pated in  the  battles  of  Iuka,  Corinth,    Coffeeviile, 
Jackson,  La  Grange,  Spangles  Mill,  Bay    Springs, 
Hatchies  Riyer,  Holly  Springs,  Hudsonville,  Lump- 
kins  Mills,  Oxford,   Brownsville,  Clifton,  Panola, 
Granada,  Orizuba,  Elieston,  Purdy,  Jackson  Creek 
and  others.     The  next  command  sent  the  troops  on 
an  expedition  up  the  Red  River  to  Texas  and    in 
1866  our  hero  was  discharged  in  Jackson,  Tenn. 

Just  after  his  return  from  the  war,  Mr.  Bowler 
settled  in  Barry  County,  Micb.,  and  purchased  two 
hundred  and  twenty-two  acres  of  land  on  section 
27,  Carlton  Township.  It  was  not  only  destitute  of 
all  improvement  but  was  covered  with  a  heavy 
growth  of  timber.  After  erecting  a  log  cabin  he 
began  clearing  the  land,  nor  did  he  escape  the  hard- 
ships and  trials  incident  to  frontier  life,,  but  with 
characteristic  energy  he  overcame  all  difficulties  and 
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worked  his  way  upward  to  a  position  of  affluence. 
He  is  now  the  owner  of  a  beautiful  farjm,  the 
greater  part  of  wiiich  is  under  cultivation,  and 
since  1882  a  line  two-story  frame  residence  with  an 
L,  graces  the  land.  The  improvements  are  such  as 
may  be  found  on  a  model  farm  and  when  we  think 
that  all  this  has  been  obtained  through  his  own 
exertions  we  cannot  fail  to  honor  him  as  a  self-made 
man. 

Mr.  Bowler  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Mary  ^nn,  daughter  of  James  Mangham,  and  their 
union  has  been  blessed  with  nine  children,  namely: 
James,  Nellie,  Lizzie,  Michael,  Dennis,  Morris, 
Thomas,  Annie  and  John.  The  parents  are  both 
members  of  the  Catholic  Church  in  Hastings.  He 
is  regarded  as  one  of  the  valued  citizens  of  the 
community  and  has  held  the  office  of  School 
Director  and  Path  master.  Socially  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Grand  Army  Post  of  Hastings  and  in  poli- 
tics is  a  Democrat.  His  army  record  is  one  of 
which  he  may  well  be  proud.  For  about  five  years 
he  aided  his  country  in  her  struggle  to  preserve  the 
Union  and,  always  at  his  post  of  duty,  did  faithful 
service  in  her  behalf.  The  old  belt,  shoulder  strap 
and  canteen  which  he  carried  are  still  in  his  posses- 
sion. The  same  faithfulness  to  duty  has  character- 
ized his  entire  life  and  he  is  an  upright,  honorable 
man  who  wins  and  retains  the  confidence  of  all 
with  whom  business  or  social  relations  bring  him  in 
contact. 


RS.  PHIDELIA  R.  SHERWOOD.  Very 
few  men  are  endowed  with  the  business 
qualities  and  tact  that  are  possessed  by  the 
lady  whose  name  heads  this  sketch.  She 
lias  been  successful  financially  and  has  ably  con- 
ducted the  farm  since  her  husband's  death.  She 
has  reared  her  children  and  given  them  all  the 
advantages  of  education  that  the  schools  around 
afforded,  and  besides  she  has  been  enabled  to  add 
to  the  original  farm  and  now  has  an  estate  contain- 
ing two  hundred  acres  of  valuable  farm  land,  situ- 
ated in  Battle  Creek.  , 

Mrs.  Sherwood  is  of  Scotch  descent.     Her  grand 


father,  John  Porter,  was  a  farmer  in   Rensselaer 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  in  later  life  removed  to  Mon- 
roe County.      At  the  time  of  this  removal  Mrs. 
Sherwood's  father  was  twelve  years  old.     He  was 
reared  on  the  home  place  in  Rush,  Monroe  County, 
and  served  when  twenty-four  years  of  age  in  the 
War  of   1812.     He  was  a  successful  farmer  and 
owned  an  estate  near  East  Rush,  which  contained 
one  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  good  tillable  soil. 
His  death  occurred  in  1854  at  the  age  of  sixty-six 
years.     He  belonged  to  the  old  Whig  party,  and 
was  in  religious  belief  a  Universalist.     The  mother, 
Fidelia  (Williams)  Porter  was  a  native  of  Monroe 
County,  N.  Y.     Her  father,  Daniel  Williams,  came 
to  Michigan  in  1832,  and  settled  at  Grand   Blanc, 
Genesee   County.     The  wife   of   Daniel  Williams 
died  when  our  subject  was  a  small  child. 

Mrs.  Sherwood  was  one  of  the  younger  children 
in  the  family,  and  was  born  July  27,  1827,  in  East 
Rush,  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.  She  remained  at 
home  and  in  the  early  childhood  days  attended  the 
common  district  school,  and  in  1855  went  to 
Marion,  Linn  County,  where  she  taught  school  for 
one  year.  She  was  married  September  20,  1858,  to 
H.  R.  Sherwood,  a  resident  of  Saratoga,  N.  Y. 
Mr.  Sherwood's  parents,  Stephen  and  Clarissa  (Haw- 
ley)  Sherwood,  natives  of  Connecticut,  first  removed 
to  New  York,  and  later  .in  1870,  came  to  Michigan 
and  settled  in  Galesburg,  Kalamazoo  County,  where 
they  afterward  made  their  home. 

Mr.  Sherwood  was  reared  in  his  native  State,  and 
when  grown  to  manhood  he  removed  to  Livings- 
ton County,  and  purchased  a  farm  near  Spring- 
water,  and  later  during  the  spring  of  1867  he  came 
to  Michigan  and  located  on  the  farm  where  his 
widow  now  resides.  He  died  April  3,  1874.  The 
farm  now  occupied  by  Mrs.  Sherwood  was  origin- 
ally  but  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  but  through 
industry  and  thrift  her  husband  added  sixty  acres 
to  the  original  amount.  It  is  finely  improved,  all 
good  tillable  land  and  some  good  acres  of  fine  tim- 
ber and  is  watered  by  Battle  Creek.  The  buildings 
are  comfortable,  commodious  and  well  situated, 
and  our  subject  engages  in  mixed  farming.  The 
home  is  two  miles  from  Bellevue. 

Mrs.  Sherwood  is  the  mother  of  seven  bright 
and   interesting  children.     Frank,    a    commission 
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merchant  at  Ogden,  Utah;  Clara,  the  wife  of  Will- 
iam Windett,  residing  at  What  Cheer,  Iowa;  Burton, 
operating  the  home  farm  for  his  mother;  Lucy,  a 
graduate  of  the  State  Normal  at  Ypsilanti,  class  of 
488,  now  teaching  at  St.  Clair,  this  State.  She  is  a 
young  lady  of  unusual  culture  and  refinement,  and 
stands  high  in  the  foremost  rank  of  her  profession ; 
Adeline  is  attending  the  business  college  at  Ypsi- 
lanti, and  Angeline,  the  State  Normal  School  at 
Ypsilanti  in  the  class  of  '92;  Henr}',  resides 
on  the  old  homestead.  The  daughters  Adeline  and 
Angeline  are  twins.  The  members  of  the  family 
belong  to  the  Universalist  Church  at  Charlotte. 
The  sons  of  this  family  are  stanch  adherents  to  the 
principles  of  the  Republican  party.  Mrs.  Sher- 
wood has  always  been  a  loving  and  devoted 
mother,  and  tried  in  every  way  to  advance  the 
interests  of  her  children  and  by  her  kindness,  bus- 
iness ability  and  her  social  qualities  has  obtained  a 
permanent  and  prominent  place  in  her  community. 


-mg= 


iEV.  NATHAN  F.  SHELDEN.  This  name 
will  be  recognized  by  many  of  our  readers 
as  that  of  an  earnest  worker  in  the  cause 
V|§)  of  religion,  his  circuit  now  including  Sun- 
field,  Myers,  Odessa  and  Tamarack  churches.  His 
home  is  in  Castleton  Township,  Barry  County,  on 
a  farm  consisting  of  eighty  acres  on  sections  14 
and  23,  which  is  tilled  by  a  renter.  Mr.  Shelden 
began  preaching  some  years  ago  and  had  done  con- 
siderable ministerial  work  before  joining  the  Con- 
ference, which  he  did  in  1882.  His  first  work  was 
in  the  churches  near  his  home  and  his  first  circuit 
was  Cedar  Creek,  with  four  appointments.  He 
spent  two  years  on  this  circuit  and  was  then  given 
that  of  Eaton  Rapids,  but  six  months  later  was 
obliged  to  resign  it  on  account  of  ill  health.  Cas- 
tleton Circuit  was  the  next  given  him  and  after 
filling  its  appointments  one  year  he  was  placed 
upon  what  is  known  as  Barry  Circuit,  with  the 
four  places  before  mentioned  as  his  regular  appoint- 
ments. 

Tradition   states    that   the    Shelden    family  was 
established   in   America   by  seven   brothers   who 


came  hither  from  Wales.  It  is  a  matter  of  histor- 
ical record  that  brothers  of  Grandfather  Shelden 
were  in  the  Revolutionary  army.  That  gentleman, 
whose  given  name  was  Gideon,  was  born  in  Ver- 
mont and  died  on  Long  Island.  He  married  Sarah 
Patterson,  who  was  of  Irish  descent  and  who  died 
at  the  venerable  age  of  ninety -four  years  in  Lena- 
wee County,  this  State.  They  reared  five  children, 
one  being  Gideon,  Jr.,  born  in  New  York  in 
180G,  followed  the  paternal  occupation — farming. 
For  some  time  he  lived  in  Canada,  just  over  the 
line,  and  he  then  settled  on  a  farm  in  Orleans 
County,  whence  he  came  to  Michigan  after  two 
years'  residence.  He  located  in  Lenawee  County 
taking  up  eighty  acres  of  Government  land  which 
he  developed  into  a  comfortable  home.  He  killed 
much  wild  game,  trapping  bears  by  setting  a  dead- 
fall of  two  heavy  logs  and  shooting  deer  from  the 
chink  holes  in  his  log  cabin,  around  which  he  had 
an  open  space  in  which  they  would  gather  on 
moonlight  nights.  The  Indians  frequently  visited 
the  house.  Mr.  Shelden  died  when  fifty-four  years 
old.  He  was  at  that  time  a  member  of  the  United 
Brethren  Church  although  he  had  been  reared  a 
Quaker.   In  politics  he  was  a  Whig  and  Free-soiler. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Canada 
in  1 809,  just  over  the  line  from  New  York,  of  which 
her  parents  were  natives.  She  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Harriet  Chapin  and  was  a  daughter  of 
Abner  Chapin.  an  extensive  farmer  and  large 
landowner,  who  died  in  Canada  when  quite  aged. 
She  lived  to  be  eighty-two  years  of  age,  sur- 
viving the  many  hardships  of  pioneer  days  and 
the  dangers  of  life  that  included  such  incidents  as 
driving  bears  from  her  cabin  home.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  United  Brethren  Church.  She  and 
her  husband  reared  five  children,  namely:  Truman, 
Levy,  Nathan  F.,  Mrs.  Olive  M.  Bolton,  Mrs. 
Francis  Beamer,  our  subject  and  his  sister  Olive 
being  the  only  ones  now  living. 

Nathan  F.  Shelden  was  born  in  Ogden,  Lenawee 
County,  this  State,  April  10,  1839,  and  reared  on 
the  farm.  He  pursued  his  studies  in  the  district 
school  and  when  twenty- twx>  years  of  age  began 
doing  for  himself,  farming  a  part  of  the  home  place 
two  years.  He  then,  in  1 862,  came  to  Barry  County 
and  located  across  the  road  from  his  present  home, 
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This  country  was  heavily  timbered  and  the  place 
of  which  he  took  possession  was  in  its  primitive 
state.  He  built  a  log  house,  the  shingles  for  which 
were  made  from  trees  cut  on  the  site  of  Nashville. 
The  log  house  is  still  standing,  a  landmark  of  his 
early  days  here.  Mr.  Shelden  improved  his  place 
at  the  expense  of  some  hard  work  and  added  to  it 
forty  acres  across  the  road,  thus  making  a  farm  of 
goodly  size. 

Mr.  Shelden  was  married  November  28,  1860, 
to  Patience  D.  Shelden,  who  was  born  in  Canada 
near  the  St.  Lawrence,  January  16,  1833,  and  is  as 
devout  a  member  of  the  United  Brethren  Church 
as  her  husband.  Their  union  has  been  blessed  by  the 
birth  of  the  following  children:  William,  Almond, 
Carrie,  Ulysses  and  Miriam.  William  and  Ulysses 
are  deceased.  The  early  opportunities  enjoyed  by 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Shelden  was  not  sufficient  to  give  him  a 
education  and  most  of  his  knowledge  results  from 
self-help  and  personal  effort.  He  is  very  well  in- 
formed and  makes  good  use  of  his  store  of  facts, 
making  all  subservient  to  his  chosen  work,  that  of 
winning  souls  for  Christ.  He  has  been  very  suc- 
cessful in  revival  meetings  and  whether  his 
acquaintances  agree  with  him  in  his  religious  tenets 
or  no,  all  are  assured  of  his  fervor  and  zeal.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Republican;  he  has  been  Township 
Treasurer  three  years  and  has  had  some  connection 
with  educational  matters  as  a  school  officer. 


.ANIEL  W.  LITCHFIELD  is  a  skillful 
farmer  and  his  farm,  pleasantly  located 
on  section  11,  Sun  field  Township,  is  as 
well  cultivated  and  productive  as  any  in 
this  part  of  Eaton  County.  Chalfield  Township, 
Crawford  County,  Ohio,  is  the  birthplace  of  our 
subject,  he  having  been  born  there  February  22, 
1835,  in  the  pioneer  home  of  his  parents,  James  and 
Amelia  (Bradley)  Litchfield,  natives  of  the  State 
of  New  York.  The  Litchfields  removed  from  their 
early  home  to  Ohio  in  the  fall  of  1 834  and  were 
early  settlers  of  Chatfield  Township.  Inr1851  they 
came  to  Eaton  County  and  their  remaining  days 
were  spent  in  Middlevilje,  where  the  father  died  in 


November,  1875,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years  and 
his  wife  in  the  month  of  May  the  following  year, 
aged  sixty-four  years.  The  father  was  a  practical 
farmer,  pursuing  that  calling  all  his  life.  In  his 
early  years  he  was  a  Whig  in  politics  and  later 
became  a  Republican.  He  and  his  good  wife  were 
among  the  most  faithful  members  of  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church.  They  were  the  parents  of  the 
following  children:  Mary,  Jane,  Anna  E.,  Daniel 
W.  and  David  C. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  this  sketch  is  written 
was  reared  to  the  age  of  sixteen  years  on  his  father's 
farm  in  Ohio,  and  in  the  meantime  gained  his  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools.  In  1851  he  accom- 
panied his  parents  to  their  new  home  in  this  county 
and  gave  his  father  the  benefit  of  his  assistance 
until  he  was  twenty-three  years  old.  He  then 
started  out  in  life  for  himself  and  with  the  aid  of 
his  father  bought  forty  acres  of  land  in  Ransom 
Township,  Hillsdale  County.  He  devoted  his  ener- 
gies to  its  cultivation  until  the  fall  of  1862,  when 
he  threw  aside  his  work  to  offer  his  services  to  help 
fight  his  country's  battles  in  the  great  war  that  was 
then  being  waged  between  the  North  and  South. 

Our  subject  joined  Company  F,  Eighteenth  Mich- 
igan Infantry,  and  was  in  the  army  until  the  close  of 
the  war,  his  regiment  forming  a  part  of  the  Army 
of  the  Cumberland.  He  only  took  part  in  a  few 
skirmishes  as  he  was  selected  to  do  provost  duty  and 
scouting  the  whole  three  years  that  he  was  in  the 
service.  He  made  a  good  scout,  as  he  was  ever 
keen  and  watchful,  and  performed  his  task  intelli- 
gently, winning  the  approval  of  his  superior 
officers.  He  was  mustered  out  at  Nashville,  Tenn., 
in  June,  1865,  and  received  his  final  discharge  at 
Jackson,  Mich.,  early  in  July.  Like  many  of  our 
brave  soldiers  he  suffered  greatly  from  the  hard- 
ships and  privations  that  he  was  obliged  to  endure 
and  sacrificed  his  health  for  the  cause.  He  was  in 
a  hospital  for  quite  awhile,  sick  with  typhoid  fever, 
and  has  never  been  well  since  he  left  the  army. 

After  his  bitter  experience  of  life  on  Southern 
battlefields  Mr.  Litchfield  bought  a  farm  on  sec- 
tion 36,  Sunfield  Township,  and  quietly  resumed 
farming.  A  few  years  later  he  bought  his  present 
farm  of  eighty  acres  of  land  that  was  then  heavily 
wooded,     He  now  has  sixty  acres  of  as  fine  farm- 
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ing  land  as  can  be  found  in  the  neighborhood, 
which  is  under  a  high  state  of  tillage,  and  from 
the  rich  harvests  that  he  reaps  he  derives  a  com- 
fortable income.  He  gives  his  entire  attention 
to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  therein  lies  the  secret 
of  his  success. 

Mr.  Litchfield  and  Miss  Mary  Loehr,  of  Benton, 
Eaton  County,  were  married  October  25,  1857, 
and  theirs  has  been  a  pleasant  wedded  life,  which 
has  been  blessed  to  them  by  the  birth  of  these  four 
children— William  F./Emma  J.,  Arthur  G.  and 
Annie  C.  William,  who  is  a  farmer  in  Roxana 
Township,  Eaton  County,  married  Miss  Viola  Crane 
and  they  have  three  children,  namely:  Leroy, 
Louella  and  Eva.  Emma  married  Calvin  W. 
Baker,  of  Jackson,  and  they  have  two  children — 
Arthur  G.  and  an  infant — Mary.  Mrs.  Litchfield 
was  born  in  Orleans,  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.,  May 
2,  1840,  and  is  a  daughter  of  John  and  Margaret 
(Marshall)  Loehr,  natives  of  Germany.  They  came 
to  America  in  1834  and  settled  in  Jefferson  County, 
N.  Y.,  where  they  lived  until  1853,  when  they 
came  to  Eaton  County.  They  located  in  the  town 
of  Benton  but  their  last  days  were  passed  at  Brook- 
field. 

Mr.  Litchfield's  loyalty  to  his  country  was  amply 
proved  by  his  course  during  the  war.  For  what 
he  did  and  suffered  in  those  trying  times  he  now 
has  a  pension  of  $16  a  month.  Politically,  he  is  a 
true  Republican;  socially,  he  is  identified  with 
Samuel  Grinnell  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  No.  283,  at  Sun- 
field. 


-J- 


AVID  J.  BRADFORD.  Eaton  County  is  the 
home  of  a  large  number  of  skillful  agricultu- 
rists who  have  so  conducted  their  affairs  as 
to  secure  a  good  standing  among  their  co-laborers, 
a  comfortable  amount  of  worldly  goods,  and  a  rep- 
utation for  honest  industry  and  good  citizenship 
that  extends  over  a  wide  circuit.  Among  those 
who  have  a  prominent  place  in  Hamlin  Township 
is  the  gentleman  above  named,  who  was  born  in 
Jackson  County,  Mich.,  March  11,  1837. 

For  a  number  of  years  Mr.   Bradford  has  made 
his  home  at  his  present   location   and    he   and  his 


wife  have  become  well-known.  Mrs.  Bradford  was 
formerly  Miss  Luna  A.  Noble.  She  was  born  in 
Charleston,  Portage  County,  Ohio,  September  22, 
1843,  and  became  the  bride  of  Mr.  Bradford  in  her 
twentieth  year.  Their  happy  union  has  been  blest  by 
the  birth  of  five  children  whose  record  is  as  follows? 
Wells  E.,  born  March  16,  1865,  has  established  his 
own  home  in  Hamlin  Township,  having  married 
Miss  Emma  Lee;  Don  D.  was  born  September  1, 
1869;  Minnie  1L,  January  28,  1871 ;  J.  J.  Himan, 
January  8,  1876;  and  George  Henry,  March  22, 
1881.  Politically  Mr.  Bradford  was  originally  a 
Democrat,  but  became  identified  with  the  Patrons 
of  Industry,  believing  that  the  principles  as  promul- 
gated by  that  party  will  gradually  relegate  the 
old  parties  into  retirement. 


^E 


E^ 


/p^EORGE  WASHINGTON  RISING,  an  early 
Ij  settler    of    Woodland    Township,    Barry 

^^Jj  County,  Mich.,  was  born  in  Herkimer 
County,  N.  Y.,  August  15,  1828.  His  father, 
Henry  Rising,  was  also  a  native  of  that  State.  He 
was  reared  on  a  farm  and  married  Clarissa  Nobles, 
who  bore  him  thirteen  children,  of  whom  our  sub- 
ject was  one,  and  all  of  whom  grew  to  maturity. 
She  died  at  thS  age  of  forty  years  and  he  was  again 
married.  Henry  Rising  served  as  a  soldier  in  the 
War  of  1812,  and  was  at  Saeketts'  Harbor.  He  died 
there  at  upwards  of  eighty  years  of  age.  Polit- 
ically he  was  a  Democrat  and  religiously  was  con- 
nected with  the  Baptist  Church.  The  grandfather 
of  our  subject  lived  to  be  upwards  of  one  hundred 
years  of  age. 

George  W.  Ribing  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  edu- 
cated in  the  district  schools  of  his  native  State. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  he  began  working 
for  himself  doing  odd  jobs,  receiving  as  a  compen- 
sation from  $15  to  $22  per  month.  He  secured  a 
tax  title  on  fifty  acres  of  land  in  Steuben  County, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  lived  but  a  short  time.  He  also 
lived  in  Chenango  County,  N.  Y.,  for  a  time.  In 
May,  1855,  he  came  to  Barry  County,  Mich., 
making  the  journey  by  rail  and  stage  to  Hastings, 
and  thence  on  foot.     He  purchased   one  hundred 
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and  forty  acres  of  land  on  which  there  were  no  im- 
provements. At  that  time  there  was  not  a  road 
here  and  he  followed  an  Indian  trail  to  his  place  of 
residence.  Some  Indians  were  still  here  and  deer 
and  wild  turkey  were  plentiful.  Turkeys  could  be 
shot  from  the  cabin  door.  Arriving  near  here  he 
erected  a  log  house  18x26  feet,  in  which  he  lived 
for  fifteen  years  and  then  built  his  present  neat 
frame  house.  In  December,  1855,  he  returned  to 
New  York,  and  on  the  16th  of  that  month  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  'Miranda  Lee,  who 
was  a  native  of  Seneca  County,  that  State,  born  Feb- 
ruary 7,  1825. 

Bringing  his  bride  to  his  new  western  home  they 
at  once  began  pioneer  life  together.  Mrs.  Rising- 
was  a  hard-working  woman  and  toiled  early  and  late 
through  pioneer  days  assisting  her  husband  to  get  a 
good  start.  Her  parents  were  Moses  and  Rachel 
(Hall)  Lee,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  New 
York.  Her  father,  who  served  in  the  War  of 
1812,  was  a  farmer  and  early  settler  of  Seneca 
County.  He  died  there  in  the  year  1850,  and  her 
mother  subsequently  came  West  where  she  has  since 
died.  Three  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Rising,  all  of  whom  are  still  living — Nevada 
B.,  now  Mrs.  Lee;  Delia  E.,  now  Mrs.  Critez  and 
Elmer. 

Mr.  Rising  politically  is  a  Democrat.  He  has 
never  been  an  office-seeker,  preferring  rather  the 
quiet  of  private  life  to  the  anxiety  of  the  politi- 
cian. Coming  to  this  State  a  poor  man,  by  indus- 
try and  economy  he  has  accumulated  quite  an 
amount  of  this  world's  goods  and  is  one  of  the  most 
prominent,  intelligent  and  well-to-do  citizens  of 
Woodland  Township,  and  as  such  well  deserves  a 
place  in  this  biographical  work. 

DWARD  R.  LOMBARD,  a  representative 
farmer  and  respected  citizen  of  Vermont- 
ville  Township,  Eaton  County,  residing  on 
section  32,  is  a  son  of  Lewis  and  Philura  (Chees- 
boro)  Lombard,  the  former  a  native  of  New  Hamp- 
shire and  the  latter  of  New  York.  They  resided 
in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  where  Edward  R.  was 


born,  until  1859,  when  with  their  family  they 
started  for  the  West  and  became  residents  of  Lena- 
wee County,  Mich.,  where  the  father  died  six 
months  later.  He  had  hoped  to  better  his  financial 
condition  by  his  emigration  to  a  new  country,  but 
death  frustrated  his  plans  and  he  left  his  family  with 
small  means.  He  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade.  His 
wife  still  survivei  him  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  to  which  her  husband 
also  belonged.  In  their  family  were  three  children, 
two  of  whom  are  yet  living.  Stephen  is  now  a 
farmer  of  Rollin,  Lenawee  County,  Mich.,  and  Anna 
E.  died  in  childhood. 

The  youngest  child,  Edward  R.  Lombard,  is  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  He  spent  the  days  of  his 
boyhood  and  youth  in  his  native  county  and  re- 
ceived such  educational  advantages  as  the  common 
schools  afforded,  but  experience  and  observation 
have  added  largely  to  his  store  of  knowledge  and 
he  is  now  a  well-informed  man.  He  accompanied 
his  parents  on  their  removal  to  Michigan  in  1859, 
and  in  Leijawee  County  followed  farming  for  nine 
years.  On  his  death,  his  father  left  a  one  hundred 
and  sixty-acre  farm  in  that  county  with  a  $3,000 
incumbrance  upon  it  which  was  about  all  the  land 
was  worth.  Edward  and  his  brother  at  once  went 
to  work  and  paid  off  the  debt,  after  which  our  sub- 
ject sold  his  interest  and  came  to  Eaton  County, 
where  he  invested  his  capital  in  property.  This 
was  in  1868.  He  purchased  his  present  farm  of 
eighty  acres,  of  which,  at  that  time,  only  fourteen 
acres  had  been  placed  under  the  plow.  He  now 
has  sixty  acres  cleared  and  under  a  fine  state  of 
cultivation,  while  his  farm  is  numbered  among  the 
best  in  the  township.  He  has  erected  many  excel- 
lent improvements,  has  a  pleasant  home  surrounded 
by  good  outbuildings,  and  the  latest  machinery, 
while  his  well  tilled  fields  give  evidence  of  the 
thrift  and  enterprise  of  the  owner. 

An  important  event  in  the  life  of  Mr.  Lombard 
occurred  on  the  20th  of  October,  1861,  when  he 
led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss  Jane  Lewis,  who 
was  born  in  Newstead,  Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  April 
18,  1838.  They  became  parents  of  three  children, 
but  Carrie,  their  first  born,  died  in  infancy;  Lewis 
A.  is  a  teacher  by  profession;  and  Maud  is  yet 
at   home    with    her  parents.     Mr.    Lombard  is    a 
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Republican  in  politics  and  though  well  informed 
takes  no  active  part  in  political  affairs.  Socially 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  in  Nash- 
ville. He  stands  high  in  the  esteem  of  his  fellow- 
townsmen,  is  an  enterprising  citizen,  and  he  and 
his  family  hold  an  enviable  position  in  social  cir- 
cles in  this  community. 


- — »^-&4** — "^ 


'  NSON  WARE,  one  of  the  oldest  settlers 
of  Barry  County,  is  now  living  on  section 
32,  Castleton  Township.  Here  he  has 
eighty  acres  of  good  land,  on  which  a 
large  frame  house  was  built  in  1873,  at  a  cost  of 
$1,000  aside  from  his  own  work.  The  commodi- 
ous barn  cost  $600  and  was  erected  in  1868.  Mr. 
Ware  at  one  time  owned  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land  but  reduced  his  estate ;  he  has  prop- 
erty in  Nashville  where  he  has  just  completed  a 
residence,  into  which  he  expects  to  move.  He  is 
of  Irish  descent  and  his  grandfather  was  the  orig- 
inator of  the  family  in  America. 

Asa  Ware,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Massachusetts  and  was  a  sailor  between  Boston  and 
Long  Island  Sound  when  but  a  boy.  When  a 
young  man  he  left  the  sea,  went  to  Connecticut, 
married  and  soon  afterward  settled  in  Niagara 
County,  N.  Y.  He  farmed  there  until  1836,  when, 
with  his  wife  and  nine  children,  he  made  the 
journey  to  Michigan,  coming  through  Canada  with 
a  wagon  and  four  yoke  of  oxen.  He  had  only  his 
oxen  and  money  enough  to  enter  eighty  acres  of 
land  when  he  reached  Calhoun  County.  He  lo- 
cated on  section  36,  Pennfield  Township,  remained 
there  until  1842,  then  came  to  Barry  County  and 
entered  eighty  acres  on  section  29,  Castleton  Town- 
ship. He  spent  his  last  days  with  his  son  Anson, 
being  blind  two  years  before  his  death  which  took 
place  when  he  was  eighty  four  years  old.  He  was 
a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  was  one  of  those 
detailed  to  guard  the  ''Macedonia"  after  its  capture 
by  the  "Hornet."  He  was  first  a  Whig  and  then  a 
Republican. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden  name 


of  Aurilla  Phelps  and  was  a  native  of  Connecti- 
cut. She  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years. 
She  was  a  member  of  the  Free- Will  Baptist  Church. 
The  parental  family  consisted  of  ten  children, 
namely:  Lyman  S.,  Emeline  L.,  William,  Julius, 
Austin,  Anson  (the  youngest),  Mrs.  Sophia  Wells, 
Mrs.  Adeline  Post,  Mrs.  Maria  Dean  and  Lucinda. 

Anson  Ware  was  born  in  Somerset,  Niagara 
County,  N.  Y.„  on  the  shores  of  Lake  Ontario, 
October  27,  1829.  He  was  in  his  sixth  }rear  when 
brought  to  this  State  and  he  has  some  recollec- 
tion of  the  journey.  He  pursued  his  studies  in 
the  old  log  schoolhouse  and  worked  some  on  the 
farm.  There  were  but  few  settlers  around  his 
home  in  Calhoun  County  and  wild  animals  were 
so  numerous  that  he  has  counted  twenty-six  deer 
in  a  herd.  In  Barry  County  white  men  were  few 
and  Indians  numerous.  Our  subject  used  to  hunt 
and  trap  with  a  red  man  named  Askasaw  and  the 
two  shared  equally  in  the  proceeds  of  their  work 
for  several  years.  They  hunted  deer  and  turkeys, 
trapped  mink  and  coons,  and  the  residence  of  Mr. 
Ware  still  contains  a  number  of  tanned  deer-skins, 
while  to  the  cupola  of  his  barn  antlers  are  nailed. 
When  Askasaw  died  Mr.  Ware  gave  him  a  decent 
burial  and  had  his  body  placed  in  the  Barry- 
ville  Cemetery  near  the  Methodist  Protestant 
Church. 

Mr.  Ware  began  for  himself  when  eighteen  years 
old,  at  which  time  his  father  deeded  the  farm  to 
him,  the  understanding  being  that  the  parent  was 
to  be  cared  for  until  his  death.  He  was  married 
September  14,  1851,  to  Lucia  Warren  who  was 
born  in  Niagara  County,  N.  Y.,  February  26,  1829. 
She  came  West  with  her  parents  in  August,  1836, 
and  lived  with  them  in  Washtenaw  County  three 
years.  The  family — father,  mother  and  fourteen 
children — then  removed  by  ox-teams  and  wagons 
to  Waukesha  County,  Wis.,  twenty-five  miles  west 
of  Milwaukee.  There  Miss  Warren  remained  with 
her  parents  thirteen  years,  and  while  on  a  vist  to 
a  sister  in  Barry  County  met  and  married  Mr. 
Ware.  To  her  and  her  husband  four  children 
have  been  born,  viz :  David  W.  (deceased),  Mrs.  De- 
lilah Webb,  Mrs.  Clara  Haman  and  Mrs,  Elsie 
Tucker.  On  all  the  national  issues  Mr.  Ware  votes 
the  Republican  ticket,  but  at  local  elections  he  is 
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independent.  He  endured  many  privations  and 
did  much  hard^work  in  the"  earlier  days  here  and 
his  prosperity  is  well  deserved. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  Ware  were  Sylvanus  and 
Betsy  (Fairchild)  Warren,  the  former  of  whom 
was  born;near  Long  [Meadows,  Mass.,  and  was  a 
second  cousin  to  Gen.  Warren  who  fell  at  Bunker 
Hill.  The  mother  was  born  in  Vermont.  When 
they7came  West  they  traveled  on  the  Erie  Canal 
to  Buffalo  and  crossed  the  lake  to  Detroit  where 
Mr.  Warren  bought  two  yoke  of  oxen,  which  he 
drove  to  this  State.  When  he  went  to  Wisconsin 
the  cows  and  pigs  were  driven,  and  he  was  the 
first  settler  in  that  township  of  Waukesha  County 
in  which  he  located.  After  living  there  a  number 
of  .years  he  spent  a  year  in  Iowa,  but  returned  to 
Wisconsin  and  toward  the  latter  part  of  his  life  he 
and  his  wife  came  to  Barry  County.  Here  they 
died  at  the  respective  ages  of  eighty-four  and  sev- 
enty-four years.  Mr.  Warren  was  a  Universalist 
and  Mrs.  Warren  a  Methodist.  He  was  twice  mar- 
ried, Mrs.  Ware  being  one  of  the  children  by  the 
second  marriage. 


,fif^  HARLES  E.  BAXTER,  of  the  firm  of  Ain- 
't* £er  &  Baxter,  proprietors  and  publishers  of 

^^j)  the  Charlotte  Republican,  is  not  only  prom- 
inent in  the  journalistic  profession  as  represented 
in  Eaton  County,  but  he  is  a  leader  among  the 
young  Republicans  of  this  section  of  Michigan,  and 
is  well-known  as  an  active  member  of  various  so- 
cial organizations.  He  was  born  in  Gorham  Town- 
ship, Fulton  County,  Ohio,  March  18,  1863.  He 
comes  of  an  old  pioneer  family  of  that  common- 
wealth, his  grandfather,  James  Baxter,  having  been 
one  of  its  early  settlers. 

Daniel  C.  Baxter,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  on  a  farm  in  Richland  County,  Ohio,  and  was 
reared  thereon  to  manhood.  He  married  Miss  Emily 
Marie  Shepherdson,  a  native  of  Medina  Township, 
Lenawee  County,  this  State,  and  a  daughter  of 
Lewis  Shepherdson,  who  was  born  in  Massachusetts. 
After  marriage  Mr.  Baxter  located  on  a  rented  farm 
in  Fulton  County.     A  year  later  he  removed  to 


Brady  Township,  Williams  County,  Ohio,  where  he 
rented  another  farm  prior  to  purchasing  a  tract  of 
land  in  the  same  township  that  was  mostly  timbered 
at  the  time  it  came  into  his  possession.  He  resided 
there  but  a  short  time  however,  and  then  went  to 
West  Unity,  where  he  opened  a  general  store,  and 
also  served  as  Postmaster  of  the  place,  receiving 
his  appointment  from  President  Lincoln.  He  con- 
tinued in  the  mercantile  business  there  until  1871, 
when  he  took  up  his  residence  at  Bryan,  the  county 
seat,  and  engaged  in  banking.  He  has  continued 
his  interest  in  the  mercantile  business  in  different 
branches  since,  and  has  dealt  extensively  in  wool 
and  real  estate.  He  is  one  of  the  substantial  men 
of  his  community,  and  is  looked  up  to  with  genu- 
ine respect  by  the  numerous  friends  and  acquaint- 
ances he  has  made  during  a  long  and  honorable 
career  in  the  commercial  world. 

He  of  whom  we  write  is  the  only  child  of  his 
parents,  and  was  carefully  trained  in  a  good  home, 
besides  being  given  every  advantage  to  obtain  a  su- 
perior education.  After  attending  the  public 
schools  of  Bryan,  he  entered  the  preparatory  de- 
partment at  Oberlin  College,  and  finally  com- 
pleted his  education  in  Williams  College  at 
Williarnstown,  Mass.  In  those  institutions  of 
learning  be  became  finely  equipped  for  a  lit- 
erary life  and  his  rise  after  he  entered  the 
fields  of  journalism  was  eas}r  and  rapid.  His  first 
experience  of  newspaper  work  was  as  a  reporter  for 
the  Cleveland  Herald,  which  position  he  occupied 
six  months,  and  then  stepped  into  the  editor's 
chair  of  the  Bryan  Press  during  the  exciting  Presi- 
dential campaign  of  1883.  In  1885  he  bought  an 
interest  in  the  Charlotte  Republican  with  Col. 
Daniel  B.  Ainger,  and  they  have  since  conducted 
that  paper  with  marked  success  under  the  firm ' 
name  of  Ainger  &  Baxter.  The  Republican  is 
justly  regarded  as  one  of  the  best  edited,  bright- 
est and  most  reliable  papers  published  in  the  State, 
and  its  large  circulation  is  significant  of  its  popu- 
larity. 

Mr.  Baxter  was  married  November  24,  1886,  to 
Miss  Dora  Gae  Belcher,  a  native  of  Kentucky  and 
a  daughter  of  John  G.  and  Margaret  A.  (Ashley) 
Belcher.  John  G.  Belcher  was  born  near  Boston, 
Mass.,  September  5,  1812,  and  his  wife  November 
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3,  1825,  in  Louisiana.  Mrs.  Baxter  is  a  woman  of 
rare  merit,  and  in  her  the  Congregational  Church 
finds  a  devoted  member.  Her  marriage  with  our 
subject  has  brought  them  one  child,  who  was  born 
July  11,  1888,  and  whom  they  have  named  Marie. 
Mr.  Baxter,  who  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote 
for  James  G.  Blaine,  of  whom  he  is  a  great  admirer 
is  an  ardent  Republican,  and  always  throws  the 
weight  of  his  influence  as  an  editor  and  otherwise 
on  the  side  of  his  party,  of  which,  though  still 
young,  he  is  a  prominent  member.  He  is  at 
present  Secretary  of  the  Republican  State  League, 
and  has  served  in  the  same  capacity  for  the  County 
Republican  Committee.  For  two  years  he  was 
President  of  the  County  Republican  League,  and 
was  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  State  Senate  in  1889. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Michigan  State  Press  Asso- 
ciation. 


EDWIN    R.    MARTIN.     An    old    settler   of 
Eaton  Count}',   Mr.   Martin    has   material!}' 
)  contributed  to  its  wealth  and  high  standing 

as  a  great  agricultural  center,  and  has  been  promi- 
nent in  its  civic  and  political  life  in  various  im- 
portant offices  of  trust  and  responsibility.  He  has 
long  been  associated  with  the  leading  farmers  of 
Chester  Township,  coming  here  in  pioneer  times 
more  than  forty-four  years  ago,  and  has  been  active 
in  promoting  its  growth  by  clearing  and  developing 
a  fine  farm  within  its  borders. 

Born  in  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  October  24,  1821, 
our  subject  is  a  son  of  the  late  Rev.  John  Martin, 
who  was  born  in  the  same  county  as  himself  in  the 
year  1797,  and  in  the  prime  of  a  stalwart  manhood 
became  a  pioneer  of  Michigan,  coming  here  in 
1831  in  territorial  days,  and  locating  in  Oakland 
County.  He  purchased  a  tract  of  land  on  which 
he  made  his  home  for  about  thirty  }Tears.  In  1860 
he  removed  to  Clinton  County  and  taking  up  his 
residence  at  Ovid,  spent  the  closing  years  of  a  long 
and  useful  life  in  that  town,  dying  in  1886  in  his 
ninetieth  year. 

For  fifty  years  Mr.  Martin  was  a  minister  in  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  was  an  earnest  and  faithful 
worker  in   the  cause  of  religion,   doing    much  to 


establish  his  faith  in  this  State.  He  was  well 
adapted  to  his  calling,  physically  as  well  as  men- 
tally, as  he  was  a  large  man,  possessing  a  strong 
constitution,  which  enabled  him  to  endure  the  many 
hardships  such  as  are  only  known  to  pioneer  minis- 
ters in  a  newly  settled  country.  His  big,  warm 
heart  beat  in  sympathy  with  all  afflictions  to  which 
human  flesh  is  heir,  and  he  responded  quickly  to  all 
calls  for  help  from  the  needy  and  suffering  whether 
for  spiritual  or  material  aid.  When  a  fellow-being 
was  in  distress  he  never  refused  to  go  to  administer 
comfort  and  consolation,  and  often  rode  eighteen 
or  twenty  miles  to  attend  a  funeral.  During  a  resi- 
dence of  more  than  half  a  century  in  this  State  he 
made  many  warm  friends,  who  regarded  him  with 
reverence  and  love. 

Mr.  Martin  comes  of  a  long-lived  race  that  orig- 
inated in  Scotland.  His  grandfather,  John  Martin, 
was  a  native  of  Vermont,  and  a  pioneer  farmer  of 
New  York.  He  died  in  1860,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
five  years.  His  sons  also  lived  to  be  old  men.  He 
was  a  boy  ten  years  old  at  the  time  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, and  on  one  occasion  while  on  his  way  to  mill 
he  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  Indians,  and  was  car- 
ried to  Gen.  Burgoyne's  camp,  where  his  father 
found  him  several  days  afterwards.  The  maiden 
name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject  was  Margaret 
Dickinson.  She  was  born  in  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y., 
in  1799  and  died  in  1887  at  the  venerable  age  of 
eighty-seven  years.  For  nearly  seventy  years  she 
was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Baptist  Church  which 
she  joined  when  eighteen  years  old.  She  was  the 
mother  of  nine  children,  five  of  whom  survive. 

Edwin  R.  Martin,  of  whom  this  biography  is 
written,  was  born  and  reared  on  a  farm.  He  re- 
ceived good  common-school  advantages,  though 
after  he  came  to  Michigan  with  his  parents  when 
he  was  ten  years  old,  he  only  attended  school  about 
three  months  in  the  year,  as  "his  services  were  re- 
quired on  the  farm.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he 
left  home  to  work  by  the  month  as  a  farm  laborer, 
and  received  $12  a  month  the  first  year.  For  some 
time  he  worked  out  or  farmed  on  shares,  and  in 
1846  came  to  Eaton  County  and  settled  in  Chester 
Township  in  the  woods,  the  land  which  he  had 
purchased  two  years  previously  being  heavily  tim- 
bered.    He  erected  a  small  log   house,  18x20  feet 
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in  size,  only  two  boards  being  used  in  its  construc- 
tion. He  then  actively  entered  upon  the  pioneer 
work  of  clearing  and  preparing  his  land  for  culti- 
vation. The  surrounding  country  was  still  in  a 
very  wild,  sparsely  settled  condition,  and  game  was 
very  plentiful,  though  Mr.  Martin  never  had  much 
time  to  hunt,  being  occupied  in  improving  his  farm. 
One  morning  during  the  first  year  he  lived  here  he 
went  out  of  the  door  and  saw  three  deer  standing 
at  the  corner  of  his  house.  Indians  used  to  pass 
through  the  settlement  on  their  way  to  market 
twice  a  year. 

Prior  to  taking  up  his  residence  in  Chester  Town- 
ship Mr.  Martin  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  J.  But- 
ler December  14,  1845,  and  to  them  were  born  two 
children,  Arthur  E.,  and  Albert  G.  Mrs.  Martin 
was  a  native  of  this  State,  born  in  Oakland  County 
in  1826.  She  died  September  16,  1849,  after  a 
wedded  life  of  nearly  four  years.  She  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Martin  was 
married  a  second  time,  in  1851,  to  Miss  Susan  But- 
ler, a  sister  of  his  first  wife.  They  had  five  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  John,  deceased;  Mary  E.;  Andrew 
J.,  deceased;  Emma  E.,  and  a  child  who  died  in 
infancy.  The  mother  of  these  children  died  on  the 
16th  of  September,  1864.  In  1873  our  subject 
was  married  to  Helen  E.  (Allen)  Cunningham,  his 
present  estimable  wife,  and  to  them  have  come  two  - 
children,  Charles  A.,  and  Ernest  R.  Mr.  Martin 
gave  his  children  good  educational  advantages,  and 
his  eldest  son  is  now  a  well-known  lawyer  at 
Boyne,  Mich.  His  eldest  daughter  was  successfully 
engaged  in  teaching  several  terms  prior  to  her 
marriage. 

The  life  of  our  subject  has  been  guided  always 
by  the  highest  principles  of  right  and  honor,  and 
the  power  of  honesty  and  unswerving  integrity  is 
shown  by  the  implicit  confidence  in  which  he  is 
held  and  his  influence  for  good  in  the  community. 
His  fellow- citizens  in  just  recognition  of  his  great 
worth  and  his  capacity  for  affairs  have  often  called 
him  to  take  part  in  the  local  government.  He  was 
at  one  time  Deputy  Clerk  of  the  township  and  for 
five  years  was  Township  Clerk.  He  was  Justice  of 
the  Peace  four  years,  and  has  represented  Chester 
as  a  member  of  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors 
eleven  years.     This  may  be  regarded  as  quite  an 


honor,  as  he  was  elected  to  this  important  office  in 
a  township  that  is  strongly  Republican,  two-thirds 
of  its  voters  belonging  to  that  party,  though  he  is 
a  stanch  Democrat,  and  a  leader  among  the  men  of 
his  political  faith.  In  the  discharge  of  his  official 
duties  he  has  always  been  strictly  non-partisan.  He 
was  the  Democratic  candidate  for  representative  to 
the  State  Legislature  in  1886  against  his  personal 
wishes.  Although  he  took  no  active  part  in  the 
campaign,  he  ran  ahead  of  his  party  one  hundred 
and  seventy  votes  in  this  district.  He  has  been  a 
delegate  to  county,  district  and  State  conventions. 

Mr.  Martin  is  conducting  a  good  business  as  a 
general  farmer,  raising  all  kinds  of  stock  with  suc- 
cess, but  paying  especial  attention  to  raising  sheep. 
He  formerly,  owned  one  hundred  and  eighty-five 
acres  of  land,  but  has  disposed  of  eighty-five  acres 
at  a  good  profit,  and  his  farm  now  comprises  one 
hundred  acres  of  well- cultivated  soil.  It  is  pro- 
vided with  substantial  buildings,  and  in  its  various 
departments  is  well  ordered  and  in  good  condition. 
Mr.  Martin  has  accumulated  his  property  solely  by 
hard  and  well-directed  labor,  for  when  he  left  his 
boyhood's  home  in  1840  he  had  but  a  quarter  of  a 
dollar  in  his  pocket  as  capital  with  which  to  begin 
life  independently.  He  has  always  made  it  a  point 
to  deal  fairly  and  justly  by  others,  doing  in  all 
things  as  he  would  be  done  by,  and  never  has  he 
sued  a  man  or  been  sued  for  debt.  In  the  words 
of  the  immortal  Henry  Clay,  "  he  would  rather  be 
right  than  be  President/' 

In  connection  with  this  personal  review  a  litho- 
graphic portrait  of  Mr.  Martin  is  presented  to  our 
readers. 


-V- 


ARIUS  B.  PIERCE.  Among  the  men  who 
are  successfully  tilling  the  soil  in  Eaton 
County,  Mr.  Pierce  has  a  prominent  place. 
His  estate  comprises  one  hundred  broad  and  fertile 
acres  in  Hamlin  Township,  where  a  full  line  of  sub- 
stantial farm  buildings  stand,  good  stock  grazes, 
and  skill  and  enterprise  are  shown  in  agricultural 
work.  Mr.  Pierce  has  lived  upon  this  farm  about 
a  score  of  years,  and  has  necessarily  become  well- 
known  to  agriculturists  and  business  men  in  this 
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section.  His  dealings  with  all  are  honorable  and 
above  board,  and  in  bis  associations  with  those 
about  him  he  manifests  a  kindh'  spirit  and  public 
enterprise. 

The  birthplace  of  Mr.  Pierce  was  Livingston 
County,  N.  Y.,  his  parents  David  and  Betse}^ 
(Wright)  Pierce,  and  his  natal  day  October  18, 
1838.  His  father  was  born  in  Vermont,  and  his 
mother  in  New  York.  The  former  died  about 
1846,  and  the  widow  subsequently  married  Henry 
Pierce,  a  brother  of  her  former  husband.  To  her 
first  companion  she  bore  five  sons,  and  to  her  sec- 
ond husband  four  daughters.  She  died  in  Eaton 
County,  Mich.,  in  May,  1888.  She  was  a  member 
of  the  United  Brethren  Church,  and  a  woman  who 
was  highly  respected. 

Our  subject  is  the  first-born  of  the  parental  fam- 
ily. The  second  is  Cyrus,  now  living  in  Jackson 
County,  who  was  a  soldier  in  the  Twenty -sixth 
Michigan  Infantry,  and  whose  wife  was  formerly 
Miss  Martha  Rogers.  The  next — Elias,  enlisted  in 
the  Fourth  Michigan  Cavalry,  and  aided  in  the 
capture  of  Jefferson  Davis,  receiving  his  share  of 
the  $400  reward;  he  married  Adelia  Moe,  and  their 
home  is  in  Jackson  County.  Andrew  died  unmar- 
ried in  1885,  at  the  age  of  forty-two  years;  David, 
whose  home  is  in  Decatur,  Van  Buren  County,  mar- 
ried Mrs.  Martha  Oberman;  Mary  E.  died  when 
three  years  of  age;  May  Jane  is  the  wife  of  Jerry 
Snow,  and  a  resident  of  Eaton  Rapids ;  Harriet  mar- 
ried Forester  White,  and  lives  in  Ingham  County, 
this  State;  Ida  is  the  wife  of  Harry  Zent  Myer,  of 
Eaton  Count}r. 

In  the  common  schools  Darius  Pierce  received 
his  education,  and  his  father  dying  when   he   was 
but  eight  years  old  he  was   early  thrown   upon  his 
own  resources.     In  the   fall  of    1852    he  came  to    j 
Michigan  and  stopped  at  Eaton  Rapids.     He  was 
out  of  funds,  but  earnestly  sought  employment,  and 
was  soon  at  work  and  for  a  few  years  he  struggled 
along,  helping  his  mother  to  support  the   family.    I 
In  March,  1865,  he  enlisted  in  the  Twentieth  Mich- 
igan Infantry,  but   was  transferred  to  the  Second    ! 
when  that  regiment  veteranized.     He  was  detailed 
as  Orderly  at  Gen.  Wilcox's  headquarters,  and  acted   ; 
in  that  capacity  until  discharged   in  August,   1865. 
In  1866  Mr.  Pierce  bought  forty  acres  of  land  in    \ 


Gratiot  County,  but  the  tract  being  too  small  for 
his  purposes  he  sold  it  and  homesteaded  in  Muske- 
gon County,  where  he  resided  the  requisite  five 
years.  He  then  traded  his  homestead  for  the  farm 
on  which  he  has  since  made  his  home,  and  carried 
on  his  successful  career.  He  has  borne  a  part  in 
the  public  work  of  the  vicinity,  is  a  member  of 
Brainard  Post,  No.  Ill,  G.  A.  R.,  and  is  an  un- 
failing supporter  of  Republican  principles.  He  is 
a  Christian  believer,  belonging  to  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  and  endeavoring  to  discharge 
every  duty  which  lies  before  him  in  the  proper 
spirit. 

Mr.  Pierce  was  first  married  in  1867,  having  won 
for  his  bride  Miss  Elsie  Brooks,  who  died  in  the 
fall  of  1872  leaving  one  son,  Frank  Orion.  The 
present  wife  of  Mr.  Pierce  is  Jane,  daughter  of 
David  and  Vashti  (Langdon)  Dutton.  She  is  a 
native  of  Livingston  County,  this  State,  where  she 
was  born  December  20,  1840.  In  1884  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Pierce  adopted  a  little  girl  nine  years  of  age, 
taking  her  from  the  Home  of  the  Friendless  in  De- 
troit. She  was  given  their  name  and  they  became 
strongly  attached  to  her,  as  she  was  a  child  of  ex- 
cellent qualities  and  affectionate  disposition.  She 
was  just  approaching  womanhood  when  she  was 
taken  away,  and  Mae  Pierce  was  numbered  among 
the  dead,  April  29,  1890. 


'  "0»o«-£g7^<A^(3j<.o+o.» 


DHINEAS  G.  HEMENWAY.  A  goodly  num. 
)  ber  of  old  settlers  in  this  part  of  Michigan 
I  ^  have  retired  from  the  active  duties  of  busi 
l\  ness  life  and  are  enjoying  the  fruits  or  hon- 
est industry.  Among  this  number  is  the  gentle- 
man above  named,  who  located  in  Belle vue,  Eaton 
County,  in  January,  1889,  renting  the  farm  on 
which  he  had  been  tilling  the  soil  for  many  years. 
His  property  consists  of  eighty  acres  on  section  22, 
Belle  vue  Township,  which  has  been  so  improved 
and  cultivated  as  to  be  an  attractive  and  productive 
esaate.  It  was  taken  possession  of  by  Mr.  llemen- 
way  in  1858,  at  which  time  he  sold  property  he 
owned  in  the  East  and  came  here. 

Mr.  Hemenway  traces  his  ancestry  back   to  En- 
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gland,  through  dwellers  in  the  New  England  States. 
His  grandfather,  Ebenezer  Hemenway,  was  born  in 
Fraraingham,  Mass.,  and  was  an  early  settler  at 
Marlboro,  N.  IL,  where  his  son  Asa  was  born,  and 
was  engaged  in  farming  and  in  the  manufacture  of 
pottery.  Asa  Hemenway  removed  to  Washington 
County,  N.  Y.,  near  Ft.  Ann,  in  January,  1822, 
and  worked  at  his  trade  and  at  lime-burning,  and 
later  at  farming,  fifteen  years.  He  then  returned 
to  the  Granite  State  and  farmed  near  Potterville 
until  1844  when,  returning  to  New  York,  he  took 
up  the  manufacture  and  wholesaling  of  root  beer  at 
Granville,  where  he  remained  until  called  hence. 
He  was  an  active  member  of  the  Baptist  Church 
and  was  a  Whig  in  politics.  He  married  Sally 
Gleazen,  who  was  born  at  Dublin,  Cheshire  County, 
N.  H.,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Phineas  Gleazen,  a 
well-to-do  farmer  there.  That  gentleman  was  born 
in  Sudbury,  Mass.,  fought  during  the  Revolution, 
and  later  wras  a  captain  in  the  New  Hampshire 
militia.  Mrs.  Hemenway  died  in  Ft.  Ann,  N.  Y., 
after  having  borne  nine  children,  of  whom  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  is  the  fourth. 

The  natal  day  of  Phineas  G.  Hemenway  was 
July  11,  1821,  and  his  birthplace  Marlboro,  N.  H. 
He  was  six  months  old  when  taken  to  New  York 
and  made  the  journey  in  a  sled.  From  that  time 
until  he  was  fifteen  years  old  he  lived  in  the 
vicinity  of  Ft.  Ann,  where  he  attended  school  dur- 
ing the  winter  after  he  was  eight  years  old,  the 
rest  of  his  time  being  employed  in  farm  work  or 
at  the  lime  kiln.  His  educational  privileges  were 
quite  good,  although  the  schools  were  conducted 
under  the  rate  bill  system.  He  returned  to  his 
native  State  with  his  parents,  with  whom  he  made 
his  home  until  twenty  years  old.  He  then  worked 
out  and  helped  his  father  to  secure  a  home,  devot- 
ing one  year  to  farm  work  in  his  native  State.  In 
1845  he  established  his  home  in  Castleton,  Vt.,  and 
spent  one  summer  there  engaged  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  root  beer,  but  being  cheated  by  his  partner 
he  removed  to  Washington  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
turned  his  attention  to  farming. 

After  a  year  devoted  to  agricultural  work  Mr. 
Hemenway  did  odd  jobs  for  three  years,  then 
worked  a  rented  farm  two  years,  after  which  he 
made  arrangements  for  its  purchase,  going  in  debt 


for  every  cent  of  its  value.  He  paid  for  the  eighty 
acres  in  eight  years,  then  added  thirty  acres  which 
made  him  a  nice  farm.  This  he  sold  to  come  to 
Michigan  and  continued  his  work  in  Eaton  County, 
where  he  has  been  active  in  all  the  enterprises  that 
would  promote  the  welfare  of  the  people.  In  New 
York  he  was  a  School  Trustee  and  here  he  has  been 
School  Director  and  was  Commissioner  of  High- 
ways one  year.  He  is  now  a  member  of  the  Village 
Board  of  Bellevue,  having  been  elected  for  a  term 
of  two  years,  and  is  serving  his  second  term. 
He  was  one  of  the  first  men  to  favor  the  election  of 
James  G.  Birney  to  the  Presidency  and  had  a  place 
among  the  early  Abolitionists  of  the  country. 
During  the  war  he  was  a  member  of  the  Union 
League  and  for  years  he  voted  the  Republican 
ticket,  but  is  now  a  Prohibitionist. 

In  the  Granite  State  in  1844  Mr.  Hemenway  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Susan  A.  Knowlton,  daugh- 
ter of  Silas  Knowlton,  a  farmer  of  that  State.  She 
bore  him  five  children,  three  of  whom  grew  to 
maturity,  viz:  'Ellen,  wife  of  Dr.  Wright,  who 
now  lives  in  New  Hampton,  Iowa;  George  P.,  who 
is  a  farmer  in  Hubbard  County,  Minn.;  and  Free- 
man A.,  a  farmer  in  Bellevue  Township.  Mr. 
Hemenway  contracted  a  second  matrimonial  alli- 
ance in  Verona,  Calhoun  County,  October  13,  1860. 
His  bride  on  this  occasion  was  Mrs.  Anna  S.  Allen, 
nee  Wight.  She  is  a  grand -daughter  of  Daniel 
Wight,  a  soldier  of  1812,  and  a  daughter  of 
the  Rev.  Philip  Wight,  who  was  born  in  Dublin, 
N.  H.,  and  was  a  minister  in  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church.  He  subsequently  removed  to  Catlin, 
Chemung  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  entered  the 
itinerancy  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Prior 
to  his  removal  there  he  had  preached  in  Massachu- 
setts as  well  as  his  native  State.  His  wife  was 
Dorcas  Hebbard,  who  was  born  near  Salem,  Mass., 
and  whose  father  came  fromtScotland. 

Mrs.  Hemenway  is  the  youngest  of  eight  chil- 
dren and  was  born  at  Milan,  Coos  County,  N.  H., 
February  20,  1832.  She  was  a  child  of  four  years 
when  her  parents  removed  to  Catlin,  N.  Y.,  where 
she  lived  until  her  father  died,  after  which  she 
worked  for  her  own  support.  She  was  first  mar- 
ried in  the  Empire  State  April  5,  1855,  to  William 
Allen,  a  private  in  the  United  States  Navy,  who 
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was  drowned  in  the  Mediterranean  Sea  about  a 
year  later.  In  1859  she  came  to  Maple  Grove 
Township,  Barry  County,  where  she  resided  until 
her  marriage  to  Mr.  Hemenway.  She  has  six  chil- 
dren, one  of  whom  died  unnamed.  The  others 
are:  Lulu  A.,  who  died  in  the  dawn  of  woman- 
hood, when  seventeen  years  old;  Charles  A.,  who 
is  studying  for  the  ministry  in  Morgan  Theological 
College  at  Morgan  Park;  Hattie  A.,  who  died  when 
ten  years  old;  Lucy  A.,  who  is  studying  medicine 
at  New  Hampton,  Iowa;  and  Wilbur  A.,  who  died 
when  four  years  old. 

Mr.  Hemenway  has  been  a  Deacon  in  the  Bap- 
tist Church  for  twenty  years  and  is  still  serving  in 
that  capacity.  He  was  Treasurer  for  a  long  time 
and  was  on  the  building  committee  when  the  pres- 
ent house  of  worship  was  put  up.  He  has  been  an 
active  Sunday-school  worker  and  organized  a  Sun- 
day-school  in  his  school  district,  of  which  he  was 
Superintendent.  A  thoroughly  honest  man,  he  is 
well  thought  of  and  exerts  much  influence  for 
morality  and  Christianity.  Mrs.  Hemenway  is  a 
member  of  the  Mission  Circle,  connected  with 
their  church,  and  of  the  Women's  Christian  Tem- 
perance Union. 


NDREW  F.  SYLVESTER.      A    place   of 
honor  among  the  farmers  of  Barry  County 
is   held   by   the  above-named   gentleman, 
^z  who  has   manifested   a    thorough    under- 

standing of  the  calling  to  which  he  has  devoted 
himself.  He  occupies  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  acres  in  Yankee  Springs 
Township,  and  has  there  a  comfortable  and  attrac- 
tive home  surrounded  by  all  that  goes  to  make  up 
a  well-regulated  farm.  In  every  part  of  the  broad 
acreage  are  manifestations  of  a  love  of  order  and  a 
careful  consideration  of  methods  of  cultivation, 
and  during  the  seasons  of  planting  and  reaping 
modern  machinery  will  be  found  in  use,  while  fine 
flocks  and  herds  graze  in  the  pastures. 

The  birthplace  of  Mr.  Sylvester  was  South  Dans- 
ville,  Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  and  his  natal  day 
September  1,  1847.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm  and 
has  made  agriculture  his  life  work.     His  education 


was  obtained  in  the  common  schools  and  has  been 
supplemented  by  judicious  reading  in  later  years. 
He  came  to  Michigan  in  the  spring  of  1867  and 
located  where  he  now  ^resides,  being  accompanied 
by  his  brother,  William  O.,  and  his  sister,  Melissa. 
He  was  married  December  29,  1874,  to  Miss  Mary 
M.  Brown,  daughter  of  George  and  Sarah  Maria 
(Bacon)  Brown,  and  a  native  of  Livingston  County, 
N.  Y.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sylvester  three  children 
have  come,  who  are  named  respectively,  Herbert 
R.,  Charles  R.  and  Lena  M. 

Mr.  Sylvester  traces  his  ancestry  to  Joseph  Syl- 
vester, who  was  born  near  Boston  and  who  moved 
from  that  locality  to  Keene,  N.  II.,  which  was  his 
permanent  residence.  The  next  in  the  ancestral 
line  was  Charles  Sylvester,  who  was  born  in  the 
Granite  State  and  married  Susan  Brown,  with  whom 
he  went  to  Steuben  County,  N.  Y.  Both  died  in 
South  Dansville,  near  which  place  they  had  long 
been  living.  Their  family  comprised  eight  chil- 
dren, six  of  whom  were  reared.  The  eldest  was 
Enoch,  who  was  born  in  Keene,  Cheshire  County, 
N.  II.,  January  31,  1814.  In  the  Empire  State  he 
married  Sarah  Cook,  who  was  born  in  Sparta, 
Livingston  County,  June  23,  1815.  In  1869  that 
couple  came  to  Michigan  and  made  a  location 
where  Enoch  Sylvester  still  resides,  and  where  his 
wife  departed  this  life  December  10,  1890.  They 
were  both  members  in  good  standing  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church. 

Enoch  and  Sarah  (Cook)  Sylvester  were  the 
parents  of  nine  children,  named  respectively,  Susan 
E.,  Charles  A.,  William  O.,  Gideon  C,  Sarah  M., 
Andrew  F.,  Lucretia  M.,  Huldah  E.  and  Mary  A. 
Charles  was  a  member  of  Company  G,  Thirteenth 
New  York  Infantry,  and  returned  from  the  Civil 
War  as  Orderly;  William  was  a  private  in  Com- 
pany F.,  One  Hundred  and  Fourteenth  New  York 
Infantry;  Gideon,  who  now  lives  in  Steuben 
County,  N.  Y.,  served  in  Company  D,  Eighty-sixth 
New  York  Infantry.  The  mother  of  this  family 
was  a  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Sarah  E.  (Mc- 
Wharter)  Cook,  who  removed  from  Connecticut  to 
New  York  and  died  in  Steuben  County.  Mr.  Cook 
was  a  ship  carpenter  and  farmer,  and  he  and  his 
wife  belonged  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Of  their  large  family  the  following  sons  and  daugh- 
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ters  grew  to  maturity:  Thomas,  Andrew  W.,  James 
O.  and  John  (twins),  Sarah,  Huldah  and  Caroline. 
Mr.  Sylvester  of  this  notice  has  served  as  Justice 
of  the  Peace  four  terms,  ancj  Supervisor  two  terms. 
He  is  an  active  Republican,  being  fully  persuaded 
that  the  principles  of  that  party  are  best  adapted 
to  advance  the  prosperity  of  the  nation.  He  made 
the  race  for  the  State  Legislature  in  1890,  but  suf- 
fered defeat  in  common  with  other  candidates  on  the 
ticket.  He  and  his  wife  belong  to  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  and  take  an  active  part  in  the 
various  phases  of  its  work.  Their  friends  are  many, 
their  society  is  sought  and  their  opinions  valued. 

-& -«*- 

DAM  D.  STORMS.     In  the  twilight  of  an 
honored  age,  this   gentleman,  whom   the 
people  of  Barry  County  delight  to  honor, 
H5?  is  residing  on    his   pleasant  homestead  on 

section  35,  Orangeville  Township.  He  has  been  a 
resident  of  this  State  since  1839  and  has  been  a 
witness  of  its  development  from  the  original  con- 
dition of  nature  to  its  present  high  standing  in  the 
galaxy  of  nations.  Not  only  has  he  witnessed  the 
gradual  development,  but  has  himself  been  noun- 
important  factor  in  bringing  about  the  desired  re- 
sult; for  by  cultivating  his  land  and  increasing  its 
value,  he  has  contributed  his  quota  toward  the 
development  of  the  entire  county.  His  labors 
have  been  crowned  with  success  and  now,  re- 
spected by  his  large  circle  of  acquaintances,  he  can 
lookback  with  pleasure  upon  an  honored  life.  Cal- 
umny has  never  breathed  a  word  of  reproach 
against  his  character,  and  none  "name  him  but  to 
praise." 

The  main  events  in  a  life  so  useful  and  honor- 
able will  furnish  interesting  material  for  perusal. 
Mr.  Storms  was  born  December  17,  1817,  in  Dutch- 
ess County,  N.  Y.  His  parents,  Abraham  and 
Charity  (Chorus)  Storms,  were  natives  of  New  York 
and  to  them  were  born  eleven  children.  The  father 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  was  an  industrious, 
energetic  man.  He  never  became  wealthy,  and 
had  little  to  give  his  children  save  the  heritage  of 
an  honorable  name,  aijd  the  principles  of  justice 


and  uprightness  which  he  had  always  instilled  in 
their  minds.  In  1823  he  removed  to  Hamburg, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  sojourned  about  fourteen  years, 
going  thence  to  Michigan  and  making  the  journey 
from  Buffalo  westward  with  a  team.  He  located 
in  Allegan  County,  where  he  purchased  a  tract  of 
Government  land  and  devoted  the  remainder  of 
his  life  to  its  improvement. 

At  the  age  of  thirteen  years  our  subject  went  to 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  where  he  worked  as  an  apprentice 
to  the  mason's  trade  under  Lansing  Joshlyn.  At 
the  expiration  of  his  term  of  apprenticeship,  when 
he  was  sixteen  years  old,  he  commenced  to  earn 
wages  for  himself,  and  has  since  been  independent. 
After  working  at  his  trade  for  six  years  in  the  Em- 
pire State  he  came  to  Michigan,  where  he  worked 
for  several  years  in  the  employ  of  a  gentleman 
from  Buffalo.  He  than  bought  a  farm  on  section 
35,  Orangeville  Township,  and  here  he  has  since 
made  his  home.  The  land  comprises  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres,  all  of  which  is  under  cultivation 
and  very  level.  Mr.  Storms  paid  for  the  land  in 
wheat,  giving  Mr.  Tilton,  with  whom  the  contract 
was  made,  five  bushels  of  wheat  per  acre  and  deliv- 
ering the  grain  at  Grand  Rapids  or  Alleghany.  He 
had  five  years  in  which  to  make  the  payment,  and 
during  the  winter  of  1839  wheat  dropped  to  forty 
cents  a  bushel.  He  succeeded  in  clearing  the  land 
from  ail  encumbrance,  and  in  placing  it  in  the  front 
rank  among  the  fine  farms  of  the  county. 

The  faithful  wife  of  Mr.  Storms,  who  during  all 
the  years  of  their  frontier  life  had  patiently  endured 
all  hardships  and  given  him  at  all  times  her  active 
encouragement  and  aid,  passed  from  the  busy 
scenes  of  earth  June  5,  1883.  She  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Martha  Nichols  and  was  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  whence  she  came  to  Michigan 
with  her  parents.  Mr.  Storms  also  mourns  the 
loss  of  his  only  daughter — Mary,  born  Decem- 
ber 10,  1853,  and  who  died  October  1,  1868, 
when  almost  fifteen  years  old.  Of  his  four  sons 
the  following  is  noted:  Henry  is  a  banker  in  Gales- 
burg,  Mich.;  his  wife,  formerly  Miss  Hughes,  is 
deceased.  Francis  married  Bessie  Mason  and  is 
engaged  in  the  hardware  business  in  Plainwcll. 
Horace  is  a  stock  buyer  and  deals  in  real  estate;  he 
married  Libby  Stewart,  and  they  make  their  home 
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in  Plainwell.  Albert,  who  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Orra  Adams,  resides  with  his  father  and  man- 
ages the  home  farm. 

Mr.  Storms  has  placed  all  conveniences  for  stor- 
ing grain  and  shelter  of  stock  upon  his  place.  He 
has  three  substantial  barns,  a  windmill  and  tanks, 
and  uses  all  the  latest  improved  machinery  in  the 
cultivation  of  the  land.  Politically  he  votes  the 
Democratic  ticket  and  has  held  numerous  local  of- 
fices and  served  as  delegate  to  county  and  State 
conventions.  As  the  second  oldest  resident  of 
Orangeville  Township,  he  has  been  prominently 
identified  with  its  entire  history  and  is  both  widely 
known  and  esteemed. 


yALREN  T.  BARBER.  One  of  the  finest 
farms  in  Barry  County  is  owned  and  oc- 
cupied by  this  gentleman  and  consists  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  in  Barry 
Township,  adjoining  the  village  of  Hickory  Cor- 
ners. Here  may  be  seen  a  complete  line  of  substan- 
tial farm  buildings,  a  good  residence,  and  a  full 
supply  of  first-class  machinery  and  iarge  numbers 
of  animals  of  good  grade.  It  has  been  the  aim  of 
Mr.  Barber  at  all  times  to  raise  crops  equal  to  any 
in  the  section,  and  stock  that  will  compare  favora- 
bly with  that  in  any  of  Barry  County's  pasture 
lands.  He  has  been  a  resident  of  the  county  for 
well-nigh  half  a  century,  and  includes  in  his 
remembrances  hunting  the  wild  deer  and  having 
some  association  with  the  Indians  who  were  frequent 
visitors  to  the  little  settlements. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
James  Barber,  who  was  born  in  Ireland  in  1759, 
and  after  emigrating  settled  in  Vermont.  The 
maternal  grandfather  was  Roswell  Bennett,  a  Rev- 
olutionary soldier.  Ira  Barber,  father  of  W.  T., 
was  born  in  Vermont  in  1783  and  when  a  young 
man  went  to  New  York,  immediately  after  having 
learned  the  carpenter's  trade.  In  1839  he  came  to 
Michigan  to  inspect  land  he  had  purchased  in  Barry 
County,  but  finding  the  country  a  wilderness  he 
returned  home  disgusted  with  his  possessions.  In 
the  fall  of  1843  he  was  prevailed  upon  by  his  son, 


our  subject,  to  return  to  this  State,  and  here  he  re- 
mained several  years.  His  death  took  place  De- 
cember 20,  1867,  when  he  was  eighty-four  years 
old.  He  was  at  that  time  living  with  his  third  wife, 
formerly  a  Mrs.  Wood  of  Middleville.  By  his 
first  marriage  he  became  the  father  of  two  children 
and  by  his  second  of  six.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the 
War  of  1812.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was  a 
native  of  Vermont,  and  breathed  her  last  July  29, 
1855. 

In  Auburn,  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  Walren  T. 
Barber  was  born  July  28,  1822,  he  being  a  twin  of 
William  C.  He  was  about  twelve  years  old  when 
his  father  bought  a  small  farm  in  Genesee  County, 
on  which  the  lad  spent  the  ensuing  four  years  of 
his  life.  He  then  began  working  out  on  a  farm  at 
$10  per  month,  having  prior  to  this  time  received 
a  common-school  education.  When  his  father  re- 
turned from  his  prospecting  tour  into  Michigan, 
the  son,  then  twenty  years  of  age,  proposed  that  if 
a  deed  for  half  the  Michigan  land  be  given  him  he 
would  immediately  set  to  work  to  improve  it.  The 
offer  was  accepted,  the  deed  drawn  up  and  the 
young  man  set  out  for  the  new  country  in  May, 
1842.  Upon  reaching  his  destination  he  conferred 
with  a  few  of  the  leading  settlers  near  Hickory 
Corners  and  was  encouraged  to  believe  in  the  future 
prosperity  of  the  sparsely  settled  region.  He  was 
without  money,  but  a  neighbor  offered  to  board 
him  at  $1  per  week  and  allowed  him  to  work  out 
most  of  the  amount.  He  obtained  a  small  patch 
of  cleared  ground  upon  which  he  planted  potatoes 
and  raised  a  good  crop.  In  the  fall  he  sowed  seven 
acres  of  his  own  land  to  wheat,  which  yielded  him 
two  hundred  bushels,  a  part  of  which  he  marketed 
at  thirty-one  cents  per  bushel.  Encouraged  by  his 
success,  he  at  once  set  about  finishing  a  log  cabin 
that  had  been  begun  by  some  one  else,  and  this 
afforded  him  shelter  for  several  years. 

The  further  experiences  of  Mr.  Barber  were  such 
as  have  been  recounted  time  and  again  in  pioneer 
history,  and  the  characteristics  he  manifested  in 
building  up  his  own  fortune  and  aiding  in  the  ad- 
vancement of  civilization  were  such  as  are  typical 
of  those  to  whom  the  present  condition  of  the 
country  is  due.  His  first  team  was  oxen,  and  when 
he  came  hither  there  were  but  three  span  of  horso§ 
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in  the  township.  He  is  very  grateful  to  those  whose 
kindness  was  freely  manifested  to  him  during  his 
early  struggles  and  never  ceases  to  commend  their 
action.  He  has  served  his  associates  in  several 
minor  capacities  and  as  Township  Clerk  and  Treas- 
urer and  for  twenty-five  years  has  been  a  Justice  of 
the  Peace.  Politically  he  was  originally  a  Whig, 
but  he  afterward  became  a  Republican  and  still 
adheres  stanchly  to  the  principles  of  that  party. 
He  lias  been  a  delegate  to  various  conventions  and 
in  a  quiet  way  does  considerable  political  work. 
His  private  character  is  such  as  to  have  secured  to 
him  the  high  esteem  of  his  acquaintances,  and  his 
example  as  a  citizen  and  an  agriculturist  is  worthy 
of  emulation. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Barber  and  Miss  Clara 
Key es  was  solemnized  June  11,  1856.  The  bride 
was  one  of  four  daughters  born  to  Andrew  and 
Betsey  Keyes,  and  she  as  well  as  her  parents,  was 
a  native  of  New  York.  She  was  born  January  16, 
1836,  and  came  to  Michigan  in  1854,  when  the 
family  located  in  Barry  Township  and  County. 
Her  father  died  here  in  1882  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
six  years,  ten  years  after  his  wife  had  been  borne 
to  the  tomb.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barber  have  one 
child — Vida  E. — who  was  born  April  19,  1857,  and 
she  is  now  the  wife  of  Andrew  G.  Cortright,  who  is 
engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  in  Hickory 
Corners.  In  1875  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barber  adopted  a 
child  now  known  as  Bertie  J.  Barber,  for  whom 
they  have  the  same  warm  affection  as  their  own 
daughter. 


WILLIAM  II.  MERRICK,  who  follows  farm- 
ing on  section  14,  Hastings  Township, 
v  w  Barry  County,  is  a  citizen  that  any  com- 
munity might  be  glad  to  claim.  He  is  not  only 
well  descended  but  his  own  life  has  been  such  as  to 
make  him  respected  by  all  men,  and  being  well 
and  favorably  known  in  this  vicinity,  we  feel  as- 
sured his  sketch  will  be  perused  with  interest  by 
many  of  our  readers.  He  was  born  in  Jefferson 
County,  N.  Y.,  November  6,  1839,  and  is  the  only 
child  of  John  and  Sabra  (Tiffney)  Merrick.  His 
father,  also  a  native  of  Jefferson  County,  was  born 


in  1813,  and  at  an  early  age  learned  the  shoemaker's 
trade,  which  he  has  followed  through  his  entire  life. 
He  mariied  Miss  Tiffney,  who  was  also  born  in  the 
Empire  State  and  was  the  youngest  child  in  a  large 
family. 

After  a  residence  of  many  years  in  New  York, 
in  1852  our  subject's  father  emigrated  with  his 
family  to  Ohio,  and  settled  in  Summit  County, 
where  he  purchased  a  small  farm.  He  made  his 
home  upon  his  land  but  continued  to  work  at  his 
trade  until  the  close  of  the  war  in  1865,  when  he 
sold  his  Ohio  property,  severed  his  business  connec- 
tions in  that  State  and  started  for  Michigan.  Barry 
County  was  his  objective  point,  and  on  reaching 
his  destination  he  located  on  the  farm  which  is  now 
the  home  of  himself  and  our  subject.  The  snows 
of  seventy-seven  winters  have  fallen  upon  his  head 
but  he  is  still  hale  and  hearty,  having  exceptionally 
good  health  for  a  man  of  his  years,  and  still  con- 
tinues to  follow  his  trade.  His  wife,  who  was  an 
estimable  lady,  died  in  1876. 

The  first  twelve  years  of  his  life  YYilliam  Mer- 
rick spent  in  the  county  of  his  nativity  and  there 
began  his  education  which  was  completed  in  the 
schools  of  Ohio,  after  the  removal  of  the  family 
to  the  Buckeye  State.  During  the  summer  months 
he  worked  upon  the  farm  and  in  the  winter  seasons 
attended  the  common  schools  until  he  was  far 
enough  advanced  in  his  studies,  when  he  was  sent 
to  Quinsburg  Institute,  Ohio,  where  he  remained 
for  one  term,  when  in  1865  he  came  to  Michigan 
with  his  parents.  When  he  had  attained  to  mature 
years  he  led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss  Levancha 
Handy,  the  eldest  child  of  Harvey  and  Julia  (Bar- 
num)  Handy.  She  was  born  in  Orleans  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  had  three  brothers  and  two  sisters 
younger  than  herself.  The  young  couple  began 
their  domestic  life  upon  the  homestead  adding 
thereto  forty  acres.  Mr.  Merrick  also  owns  a  farm 
in  C^stleton  Township,  Barry  County.  It  com- 
prises  eighty  acres  and  constituted  the  first  purchase 
made  by  Mr.  Merrick.  He  cleared  the  land  of 
brush  and  timber,  plowed  and  planted  it  and 
placed  many  improvements  upon  it. 

Mr.  Merrick  is  an  industrious  man,  never  behind- 
hand with  his  work  and  in  I  he  management  of  his 
business  interests  he  displays   more   than  average 
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ability.  He  is  intelligent,  keeps  himself  well  in- 
formed on  all  questions  of  public  interest,  is  re- 
garded as  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Hastings 
Township  and  is  well  and  favorably  known  through- 
out the  county.  Though  his  life  has  been  a  busy 
one  he  has  found  time  to  devote  to  official  duties 
and  for  three  years  served  as  Township  Clerk  and 
two  years  as  Supervisor,  during  which  time  his 
promptness  and  fidelity  was  favorably  commented 
upon  by  many.  Socially,  he  is  a  Royal  Arch 
Mason  and  has  held  the  office  of  Senior  Warden  in 
his  lodge,  lie  is  at  present  and  has  before  held 
the  office  of  President  of  the  Patrons  of  Industry. 
He  has  served  as  chairman  of  various  count}'  com- 
mittees, was  the  representative  of  Barry  County  at 
the  Greenback  State  Convention  held  in  Grand 
Rapids  and  was  sent  to  Chicago  as  delegate  to  the 
National  Convention  of  that  party.  For  three 
years  he  served  as  Secretary  of  the  Barry  County 
Agricultural  Society  at  Hastings.  Thus  we  see 
that  he  has  frequently  been  honored  by  his  associates 
who  recognize  his  sterling  worth  and  abilit}r. 

Three  interesting  children  grace  the  union  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Merrick — Floyd  T.,  Wayne  and  Ben- 
nie,  and  the  family  circle  yet  remains  unbroken. 


USHROD  W.  JOHNSON.  Death  removed 
from  Barry  County  a  worthy  citizen,  and 
from  its  agriculturists  an  enterprising  co- 
laborer,  when  it  took  from  life  the  gentle- 
man above  named.  He  was  at  the  time  of  his 
decease  occupying  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  the 
county,  where  a  handsome  dwelling,  commodious 
barns  and  various  arrangements  for  the  comfort 
and  convenience  of  the  occupants  betokened  his 
enterprise  and  wealth.  He  was  born  in  St.  Law- 
rence County,  N.  Y.,  August  15,  1821,  and  came  to 
this  State  soon  after  he  had  entered  his  teens.  He 
crossed  the  lakes  to  Detroit  and  thence  came  over 
the  country,  having  fifty  cents  left  when  he  reached 
the  home  of  his  brother  in  Middleville,  Barry 
Count}*.  He  worked  for  Deacon  Buell  on  Gull 
Prairie  for  five  years,  doing  chores  for  his  board 
in  the  winter  and  walking  two  miles  to  school. 


Soon  after  he  became  of  age  Mr.  Johnson  bought 
a  small  tract  of  land  in  Prairieville  Township  but 
only  retained  it  a  short  time.  He  then  bought  in 
the  eastern  part  of  the  township  and  subsequently 
purchased  another  farm  on  section  24,  which  he 
cleared  and  lived  on  until  his  death.  At  various 
times  he  owned  much  land  and  the  estate  which  he 
left  consisted  of  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres. 
He  carried  on  farming  and  stock-raising  quite  ex- 
tensively and  so  ordered  his  affairs  as  to  become 
one  of  the  wealthiest  men  in  the  county,  although 
he  began  his  lifework  without  means.  He  closed 
his  eyes  to  earthly  things  June  29,  1887,  leaving  a 
widow  and  four  children  to  mourn  his  departure. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Johnson  was  solemnized 
April  14,  1876,  his  bride  being  Mrs.  Emma  Henry, 
nee  Flower.  She  was  born  in  Erie  County,  Pa., 
and  was  first  married  to  George  Henry,  who  died 
in  1871.  Her  first  marriage  was  a  childless  one, 
but  to  Mr.  Johnson  she  bore  two  daughters  and  two 
sons,  an  interesting  group  who  bear  the  names  of 
Eva,  Ada,  Maurice  and  Millard. 

Mrs.  Johnson  is  a  woman  of  more  than  ordinary 
intelligence,  much  refinement  and  good  business 
ability.  In  the  beautiful  home  which  was  built  in 
1877  she  gives  her  children  loving  care  and  sym- 
pathy, so  ordering  affairs  as  to  leave  in  their  minds 
pleasant  memories  of  the  home  life  when  youth 
shall  have  passed.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church  and  carries  her  religion  into 
all  the  affairs  of  life.  Mr.  Johnson  was  a  member 
of  the  Republican  part}"  and  identified  with  the 
Grange.  The  example  of  his  life  was  one  that  will 
long  be  felt  in  this  section  and  his  many  good 
qualities  are  recalled  by  numerous  friends  and 
acquaintances. 


-^r» 


AVID  WILLSON  has  been  a  potent  factor  in 
the  development  of  the  agricultural  interests 
of  Barry  County  for  years,  and  holds  an 
honored  place  among  the  residents  of  Prairieville 
Township.  At  present  he  owns  a  fine  tract  of  two 
hundred  and  thirty-two  acres,  every  foot  of  which 
has  been    improved    by  himself,  until  the  whole 
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constitutes  a  valuable  piece  of  property.  He  has 
owned  as  high  as  four  hundred  acres  but  has  given 
to  his  children  a  considerable  amount  and  so  re- 
duced his  possessions.  Mr.  Willson  was  reared  to 
farming,  and  understands  his  vocation  thoroughly 
and  pursues  it  with  zeal  and  tact. 

The  natal  day  of  David  Willson  was  October  1 7, 
1829,  and  his  birthplace  Ontario  County,  N.  Y. 
His  parents,  Thomas  W.  and  Tamar  (Rhodes) 
Wilson,  were  born  in  the  same  State  as  their  son 
and  the  father  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812. 
They  removed  to  Calhoun  County,  this  State,  in 
October,  1844,  and  there  the  father  died  in  1852 
and  after  his  death  the  mother  came  to  live  with 
our  subject  and  died  herein  1862.  Their  family 
circle  included  five  children,  two  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing at  this  writing,  (1891).  As  the  early  home  of 
young  W  lson  was  far  remote  from  the  distriit 
schoolhouse  he  had  not  the  best  of  opportunities  to 
obtain  knowledge,  but  he  did  as  well  as  he  could 
in  attending  school  and  in  learning  from  other 
sources. 

After  the  Willsons  came  to  Michigan,  our  subject 
hauled  wheat  to  Albion  for  a  neighbor  for  ten 
cents  per  bushel,  taking  two  days  to  make  the  trip. 
He  went  twenty  miles  to  mill,  as  the  country  was 
not  yet  thickly  settled  and  facilities  for  comforta- 
ble existence  were  still  in  the  future.  He  rented  a 
farm  and  worked  for  his  parents,  they  being  poor 
and  he  feeling  that  he  owed  a  duty  to  them.  In 
1857  he  came  to  Barry  County,  purchased  eighty 
acres  of  land  in  Prairie ville  Township,  and  set 
about  clearing  a  space  for  a  home.  There  was  some 
wild  game  still  in  the  neighborhood,  but  the  section 
was  beginning  to  show  broad  clearings  and  signs 
of  civilization. 

The  year  of  his  removal  to  Barry  County  saw 
Mr.  Willson  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Henrietta 
Rogers,  a  native  of  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  and  a 
daughter  of  Anthony  and  Maria  (Reed)  Rogers, 
who  came  to  this  State  from  New  York.  The  union 
has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  seven  children, 
upon  whom  good  educational  opportunities  have 
been  bestowed  and  various  means  taken  to  fit  them 
for  usefulness  and  honor.  They  are  named  re- 
spectively, Ella  M.,  Florence  M.,  Frederick  D., 
Carrol  L.?  Clara  G?,  Edith   M,   and  Henrietta  E, 


Mrs.  Willson  belongs  to  the  Wesleyan  Methodist 
Church  and  is  an  excellent  neighbor,  true  friend 
and  devoted  wife  and  mother.  By  a  former  mar- 
riage to  Emily  Royers  Mr.  Willson  had  two  chil- 
dren, George  T.  and  Mary  Elizabeth. 

Mr.  WilJson  is  a  Republican  and  ever  ready  to 
place  his  ballot  in  the  open  box  on  election  day. 
His  cash  capital  upon  reaching  Michigan  was  $24, 
and  his  increase  in  wealth  has  been  won  b}7  hard 
work,  prudent  management  and  wise  forethought, 
in  which  his  companion  has  shared  as  a  good  wife 
should. 


— 1-+*^^^^— 


/ARNER  O.  BARNES.  Length  of  resi- 
dence alone  would  account  for  the  famil- 
iarity of  this  name  to  the  ears  of  the 
people  of  Barry  County,  as  he  who  bears  it  has 
lived  here  some  fifty -five  years.  He  owns  and 
occupies  a  handsome  place  in  Barry  Township, 
having  one  hundred  and  eleven  acres  of  well- 
improved  and  fertile  land,  which  is  supplied  with  a 
complete  line  of  farm  buildings,  and  has  some 
features  that  are  rather  unusual.  The  dwelling  is 
a  modest  frame,  around  which  a  neatty-kept  lawn 
stretches,  whereon  large  evergreens  and  beautiful 
shrubs  throw  out  their  waving  branches.  From  the 
dwelling  to  the  remotest  corner  of  the  estate  neat- 
ness prevails,  and  it  needs  but  a  passing  glance  to 
assure  the  observer  that  here  is  good  taste,  thrift 
and  prosperity. 

Mr.  Barnes  represents  an  old  Connecticut  family, 
his  grandfather,  Warner  Barnes,  having  been  born 
in  the  uland  of  steady  habits"  and  gone  from 
that  State  to  New  York.  His  son  Zaphna  was  born 
in  the  latter  in  1798,  in  later  life  spent  two  years 
in  Ohio,  and  then  came  to  Michigan,  living  in 
Monroe  five  years.  In  1835  he  came  to  Barry 
County,  entering  land  upon  which  he  lived  some 
years.  He  died  here  in  1848,  after  having  become 
well  known  as  a  man  of  uprightness  and  strength 
of  character.  He  was  Justice  of  the  Peace  several 
years,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Prot- 
estant Church.  His  wife,  the  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Connecticut  in  1796,  and  breathed 
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her  last  in  1885,  in  the  eighty-ninth  year  of  her 
age.  She  was  a  Wesleyan  Methodist  at  the  time  of 
her  decease,  but  had  formerly  belonged  to  the 
same  church  as  her  husband.  Her  maiden  name 
was  Phebe  Wells. 

The  eyes  of  Warner  Barnes  opened  to  the  light 
in  Albany  County,  N.  Y.,  July  23,  1822,  and  he 
was  six  years  old  when  the  family  removed  to 
Ohio.  When  they  came  to  this  State  they  entered 
a  new  country,  and  his  school  privileges  were  lim- 
ited,'such  advantages  as  he  had  being  confined  to 
the  log  house  of  "ye  olden  time."  He  was  thirteen 
years  old  when  he  began  his  residence  in  Barn- 
County,  settlement  being  made  on  section  21, 
Barry  Township,  where  he  has  since  lived.  The 
township  was  not  then  organized,  there  being  but 
four  families  within  its  present  bounds.  The 
Barnes  family  came  through  Battle  Creek  when 
there  were  but  two  log  houses  in  that  place,  and 
there  were  no  roads  laid  out  in  Barry  County, 
where  the  woods  were  full  of  deer  and  wild  tur- 
keys, and  wolves  and  bears  were  also  numerous. 
Indians  haunted  the  locality  and  often  came  to 
exchange  venison  for  flour  or  pork  with  the  set- 
tlers. 

Young  Barnes  helped  to  clear  the  old  farm, 
remaining  under  the  home  roof  until  he  was  of  age 
when  he  took  one  of  the  eighties  and  began  life 
for  himself.  He  won  to  share  his  fortunes  Miss 
Ann  Lawrence,  to  whom  he  was  married  September 
27,  1843.  This  lady  was  born  in  Madison  County, 
N.  Y.,  August  27,  1826,  and  was  a  member  of  one 
of  the  first  families  that  settled  in  the  county.  Her 
father,  the  Rev.  Moses  Lawrence,  was  born  in 
England  and  emigrated  when  seventeen  years  old. 
In  his  early  life  he  became  a  minister  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  but  afterwaid  seceded 
from  that  denomination  and  helped  to  organize  the 
Protestant  Methodist  Church.  He  settled  in  Barry 
County  in  the  fall  of  1833,  having  traveled  across 
the  country  from  Detroit  with  teams.  He  entered 
land  in  what  is  now  Barry  Township,  near  Hickory 
Corners,  four  years  before  there  were  settlers 
enough  to  organize  a  school.  He  held  various 
offices  and  rilled  a  prominent  place  in  the  commu- 
nity. He  died  in  1864  at  the  age  of  seventy-five 
years.     His  wife,  mother  of  Mrs.  Barnes,  was  bom 


in  Connecticut  and  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Jerusha  Fargo.  She  died  in  1836,  leaving  nine 
children,  but  three  of  whom  are  now  living. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barnes  eight  children  have 
been  born,  who  are  named  respectively:  Mary, 
Milo,  Mandana,  Warner,  Lydia,  Charlie,  Herbert 
and  Lettie.  Mandana,  Lydia  and  Charlie  have 
been  removed  from  the  earthly  home,  but  the  par- 
ents look  forward  to  a  reunion  with  them  when 
time  shall  be  no  more.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barnes 
have  held  membership  in  the  Wesleyan  Methodist 
Church  for  thirty  years,  and  for  more  than  a  quar- 
ter of  a  century  Mr.  Barnes  has  been  a  Class- 
Leader.  Twenty  years  previous  to  that  time  they 
were  converted  to  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church. 
He  is  a  zealous  Christian,  anxious  to  extend  his 
usefulness  and  govern  his  daily  life  aright.  Polit- 
ically he  is  a  Republican.  In  various  public  capac- 
ities his  services  have  been  called  for,  among  the 
positions  in  which  he  has  served  being  Township 
Treasurer,  School  Inspector,  etc. 


■H*- 
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AMES  F.  ROBBINS.  One  of  the  most  con- 
spicuous figures  among  the  agriculturists  of 
Yankee  Springs  Township,  Barry  County, 
J  is  the  gentleman  above  named.  For  the 
past  fifteen  years  he  has  made  a  specialty  of  raising 
Plymouth  Rock  chickens  and  Bronze  turkeys,  for 
which  he  receives  the  largest  prices  paid.  He  is 
also  a  breeder  of  Poland-China  hogs,  Short-horn 
cattle  and  fine  wool  sheep.  As  is  usually  the  case 
with  one  who  makes  a  specialty  he  is  something  of 
an  enthusiast  regarding  the  fowls  and  stock  which 
are  his  favorites,  and  has  many  statistics  to  give 
showing  their  superiority  over  other  breeds. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
Ephraim  Robbins,  a  native  of  Vermont  and  for 
many  years  a  farmer  in  New  York.  In  1840  he 
removed  to  Richland  County,  Ohio,  where  he  re- 
sided during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  His  wife 
was  formerly  Miss  Prudence  Benson  and  their  fam- 
ily included  five  sons  and  three  daughters.  Mr. 
Robbins  was  of  English  ancestry  and  fought  against 
the  mother  country  in  1813,    His  religion  \yas  that 
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of  a  Baptist.  In  his  family  was  a  son  George  W., 
who  was  born  in  Schuyler  County,  N.  Y.,  July  7, 
1816,  and  accompanied  his  parents  to  Ohio.  He 
was  a  carpenter  by  trade  and  he  operated  a  sawmill 
for  many  years.  In  March,  1866,  he  came  to  this 
State  and  made  his  home  on  section  19,  Yankee 
Springs  Township,  where  he  has  improved  two 
hundred  and  five  acres  of  land.  He  has  been  an 
active  and  prominent  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  and  has  an  excel'ent  reputation. 

The  wife  of  George  W.  Rob  bins  was  born  in 
Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  December  25,  1819,  and 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Olive  J.  Doolittle.  Her 
parents  were  James  and  Catherine  (Hultz)  Doolittle. 
She  has  reared  a  family  of  three  children,  the  sec- 
ond of  whom  is  the  subject  of  this  biographical 
notice.  The  eldest  is  Kate  and  the  youngest  Al- 
meda  A.  The  latter  has  been  a  teacher  for  several 
years  and  is  doing  conscientious  and  faithful  work 
in  the  common  schools. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Plymouth,  Richland 
County,  Ohio,  September  26,  1846.  His  boyhood's 
home  was  a  farm  and  he  has  the  associations  that 
belong  to  the  work  of  a  farm  and  sawmill.  He  re- 
ceived a  good  education,  studying  in  both  the 
common  and  high  schools,  and  at  the  early  age  of 
fifteen  began  to  earn  wages,  the  money,  however, 
being  given  to  his  parents  until  he  was  nineteen 
years  old.  He  has  taught  six  terms  of  school,  one 
in  Ohio  and  the  others  in  the  district  where  he  now 
resides.  Since  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  this 
State  he  has  been  actively  engaged  in  farming  and 
he  may  well  be  regarded  as  a  representative  of  the 
class  as  found  in  Barry  County. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Robbins  and  Miss  Eleanor 
Angel  was  solemnized  at  the  bride's  home  March 
4, 1873.  Mrs.  Robbins  was  born  in  Allegan  County, 
this  State,  of  which  her  parents,  Abel  and  Mary 
(Pease)  Angel  were  pioneers,  they  having  come 
thither  from  New  York.  The  happy  union  has 
been  blest  by  the  birth  of  two  children — Ross  and 
Ruth — in  whose  ability  and  attainments  their  par- 
ents take  great  delight.  The  son  has  won  two 
medals  in  National  temperance  contests  and  the 
daughter  has  received  one  medal. 

Mr.  Robbins  has  served  as  Township  Superin- 
tendent of  Schools,     He  has  been  a  church  member 


since  he  was  eleven  years  old  and  both  he  and  his 
wife  are  active  in  the  work  carried  on  by  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Society.  It  is  to  such  as  they, 
intelligent,  capable  and  kindly,  that  the  growing 
reputation  of  the  members  of  our  rural  communi- 
ties is  to  be  credited.  In  politics  he  is  a  stanch 
Prohibitionist. 


LVA  SNYDER.  Along  residence  in  Eaton 
County  has  given  this  gentleman  a  famil- 
iarity with  its  rise  and  development,  and 
he  takes  delight  in  recalling  the  many 
changes  that  he  has  witnessed.  When  he  and  his 
wife  came  hither  the  thriving  towns  of  the  county 
were  either  unknown  or  but  small  villages,  the  net- 
work of  railroads  was  scarcely  dreamed  of,  and 
much  of  the  now  cultivated  land  was  a  wild  waste 
where  only  the  primitive  growth  waved  in  the 
summer  breeze.  A  practical  carpenter  and  joiner, 
Mr.  Snyder  has  carried  on  contracting  and  building 
with  his  headquarters  at  Eaton  Rapids,  and  numer- 
ous buildings  in  and  near  the  city  attest  to  his 
good  workmanship  and  reliability. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Jonathan  and 
Polly  (Blodgett)  Snyder,  both  born  in  the  Empire 
State  and  their  marriage  solemnized  in  Genesee 
County.  In  1837  they  removed  to  Ann  Arbor, 
Mich.,  but  after  a  short  residence  there  settled  at 
Lindon,  where  he  took  up  land  and  opened  up  a 
farm.  About  1852  he  removed  to  Hamlin  Town- 
ship, Eaton  County,  where  he  and  It's  wife  departed 
this  life.  They  were  charitable,  whole-souled  peo- 
ple, devout  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  the  recipients  of  deep  respect  from 
their  fellow- citizens.  Mr.  Snyder  was  a  Democrat 
and  held  some  of  the  most  important  township 
offices,  among  them  that  of  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
in  which  he  served  a  number  of  years.  To  him 
and  his  wife  nine  children  were  born,  one  of  whom 
is  the  subject  of  this  biographical  notice.  Eveline, 
formerly  the  wife  of  Alfred  Barbef,  died  in  Low- 
ell, this  State;  William,  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
Eaton  County,  died  here,  leaving  a  widow,  for- 
merly Catherine  Giliman;  Hannah  married  Palmer 
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Rose  and  settled  in  Hamlin  Township,  where  both 
died;  Polly  is  the  wife  of  Reuben  Holmes,  of  Eaton 
County;  Benjamin  married  Sarah  Moe  and  lives 
in  Hamlin  Township;  John,  whose  wife  was  for- 
merly Maria  Brooks,  lives  in  Cook  County,  111., 
near  Pullman;  Oscar  died  in  Hamlin  Township 
leaving  a  widow,  formerly  Rosilla  J.  Cox;  Amanda, 
wife  of  William  Smith,  is  a  resident  of  Hamlin 
Township. 

Alva  Snyder  was  born  in  Castile,  Genesee  County, 
N.  Y.,  May  29,  1827,  and  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools,  sometimes  going  two  and  three 
miles  to  the  temple  of  learning.  The  building  in 
which  he  generally  pursued  his  studies  was  of  logs, 
with  slab  benches  and  a  writing  desk  formed  of  a 
board  laid  on  pegs  inserted  in  the  wall,  thus  bring- 
ing the  backs  of  the  writers  toward  the  teacher. 
After  acquiring  a  practical  knowledge  of  the  com- 
mon branches  he  took  up  the  trade  to  which  he 
has  given  his  attention  so  many  years,  and  in  which 
he  has  done  well  as  regards  support  and  reputation. 
In  the  latter  part  of  August,  1864,  Mr.  Snyder 
enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company  E,  Thirteenth 
Michigan  Infantry,  and  was  mustered  in  at  Jack- 
son. He  was  then  transferred  to  Blair's  Home 
Guards  with  which  he  acted  until  the  close  of  the 
war. 

Mrs.  Snyder  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Caroline 
Schoonmakev  and  became  the  wife  of  our  subject 
December  31,  1850.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Jacob 
and  Anna  (Stillwell)  Schoonmaker,  natives  of 
Ithaca,  Tompkins  County,  N.  Y.,  who  came  to 
Michigan  in  1836,  locating  on  Government  land 
in  Jackson  County.  The  previous  year  Mr.  Schoon- 
maker had  made  a  claim  to  three  hundred  and 
sixty-five  acres,  and  thereon  he  made  himself  a 
home.  He  went  to  California  in  1850  and  died 
there  July  3,  of  that  year.  His  widow  breathed 
her  last  in  Jackson  County,  February  4,  1852. 
They  were  Presbyterians  in  belief.  Their  family 
consisted  of  four  sons  and  four  daughters,  Mrs. 
Snyder  being  the  fourth  member  of  the  family. 
The  others  are  Sarah,  wife  of  Albert  Sons,  of  Scho- 
harie County,  N.  Y. ;  Harriet,  wife  of  William 
Harris,  of  Michigan  ;  Oliver,  who  died  when  seven- 
teen years  old;  Isaac,  whose  residence  is  in  Amador 
County,  Cal. ;  Henry,  who  died  when  twenty-three 


years  old;  Catherine,  who  lived  to  be  but  six  years 
old;  and  George,  a  bridge  builder  on  the  Northern 
Pacific  Railroad,  whose  home  is  in  Brainard,  Minn. 
Politically  Mr.  Snyder  is  a  stanch  Republican, 
having  thrown  in  his  influence  with  the  party  on 
its  organization,  as  he  was  opposed  to  the  extension 
of  slavery  into  the  Territories.  Prior  to  that  time 
he  had  been  a  Democrat.  He  is  a  member  of  James 
B.  Brand  Post,  No.  Ill,  G.  A.  R.,  and  with  his 
wife  is  identified  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  His  children  are  four  in  number,  two 
being  now  established  in  homes  of  their  own  and 
two  still  brightening  the  parental  fireside  by  their 
presence.  The  latter  are  Carrie  and  Edith  Edna. 
The  oldest  child,  Chester,  married  Miss  Emma 
Clough,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio;  George  married  Miss 
Clare  Marden,  of  Big  Rapids,  Mich. ;  his  business 
is  that  of  a  clothing  merchant. 


RANK  G.  GOODYEAR.  Barry  County  is 
fortunate  in  numbering  among  its  citizens 
a  man  of  so  enterprising  a  spirit  and  such 
sound  judgment  as  F.  G.  Goodyear,  who  has  spent 
the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  Hastings  and  is  now 
one  of  its  most  successful  merchants.  He  has  two 
stores,  one  devoted  to  the  sale  of  dry-goods  and 
the  other  to  groceries,  and  each  establishment  is  the 
scene  of  a  thriving  trade.  The  business  is  con- 
ducted under  the  firm  name  of  Goodyear  <fe  Barnes, 
the  partners  being  our  subject  and  George  S.  Barnes, 
both  of  whom  were  formerly  associated  with  Will- 
iam S.  Goodyear. 

The  city  of  which  he  is  now  so  influential  a  res- 
ident is  the  birthplace  of  Mr,  Goodyear,  who  was 
born  here  February  6,  1855.  His  parents,  William 
S.  and  Mary  (Tyler)  Goodyear — mentioned  else- 
where in  this  Album — gave  him  devoted  care,  and 
after  he  had  completed  the  course  of  study  in  the 
common  schools  bestowed  upon  him  further  educa- 
tional privileges.  He  entered  the  De  Veaux  Col- 
lege at  Suspension  Bridge,  N.  Y.,  where  he  remained 
two  years,  perfecting  himself  in  higher  branches 
and  acquiring  a  liking  for  military  tactics  which 
were  a  prominent  feature  of  the  institution.  «  Re- 
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turning  to  his  birthplace  in  1874,  Mr.  Goodyear 
was  employed  in  Barlow  <fe  Goodyear's  elevator  for 
three  years,  during  which  time,  owing  to  the  illness 
of  Mr.  Barlow,  he  bought  wheat  and  wool  on  the 
streets. 

In  September,  1878,  young  Goodyear  entered 
his  father's  store  as  a  clerk,  in  which  capacity  he 
continued  to  act  until  1881,  when  he  became  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  W.  S.  Goodyear  &  Co.  In 
September,  1885,  his  father  retired  from  active 
business  and  the  affairs  of  the  firm  passed  into  the 
hands  of  the  present  members.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  Mr.  Goodyear  inherits  business  tact  and  acu- 
men, and  his  associations  have  been  such  as  to 
develop  these  qualities  in  a  high  degree.  In  the 
midst  of  his  busy  life  as  a  merchant  he  finds  time 
to  take  a  part  in  social  affairs,  both  of  a  private 
nature  and  in  connection  with  fraternities,  and  to 
do  much  toward  promoting  the  future  good  of  the 
community. 

In  June,  1884,  a  happy  home  was  established  by 
Mr.  Goodyear  and  Miss  Kate  A.  Parkhurst,  who 
then  united  their  lives  and  fortunes.  The  bride,  a 
daughter  of  Gen.  J.  G.  Parkhurst  of  Coldwater, 
this  State,  ex-Minister  to  Belgium,  was  a  lady  of 
refinement  and  mental  culture,  and  added  to  her 
social  accomplishments  the  womanly  nature  which 
shines  brightest  within  the  walls  of  home.  Two 
daughters  and  a  son  have  been  born  to  her,  named 
respectively,  Amelia,  Josephine  and  William. 

Mr.  Goodyear  is  a  Mason  and  for  three  years 
was  High  Priest  of  Hastings  Chapter,  No.  68,  and 
for  several  years  has  been  identified  with  De  Molai 
Commandery.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  is  a  charter  member  of  Hastings  Division, 
and  at  its  organization  was  elected  First  Lieutenant 
and  afterward  Captain;  after  having  held  the  office 
a  year  he  took  the  division  to  Kalamazoo  to  com- 
pete for  the  prize  at  the  Brigade  meeting  and  se- 
cured the  same.  He  was  subsequently  appointed 
on  the  Staff  of  Brig. -Gen.  Hastings,  a  position 
which  he  resigned  in  order  to  join  the  drill  corps 
of  the  division  and  assist  in  winning  the  champion- 
ship of  the  world  at  the  Supreme  Lodge  Meeting 
in  Cincinnati  in  1888.  Not  long  after  that  event 
he  was  tendered,  and  accepted  the  position  of  In- 
spector-General  of  the  Michigan  Brigade,  with  the 


rank  of  Colonel.     Mr.  Goodyear  has  also  served 
as  Prelate  of  Barry  Lodge. 

In  1888  Mr.  Goodyear  was  elected  Chief  of  the 
Hastings  Fire  Department.  The  ensuing  year  he 
was  chosen  Mayor  of  the  city  and  during  his  term 
of  office  he,  aided  by  some  members  of  the  City 
Board,  succeeded  in  getting  three  large  manufac- 
turing establishments  located  in  the  city.  This 
act  alone  entitles  him  to  be  considered  a  public 
benefactor,  as  it  increases  the  circulation  of  money 
in  various  business  channels,  adds  to  the  population 
of  the  city,  and  redounds  to  its  credit  through  the 
fame  of  the  products  manufactured.  The  politi- 
cal allegiance  of  Mr.  Goodyear  is  given  to  Democ- 
racy. His  character  and  ways  are  such  as  to  win 
friends  wherever  he  goes  and  he  is  spoken  well  of 
on  all  sides. 


«».ig«?i]Ei;.gi««» — 

-^,,'LLEN  JONES.  The  subject  of  this  bio- 
,@yy|(  graphical  sketch  is  a  native  of  Attica, 
Ifc  N.  Y.,  born  April  10,  1828,  and  a  son  of 
Palmer  and  Sally  (Allen)  Jones,  natives 
of  New  York,  who  came  to  Michigan  in  1835  and 
settled  in  Saline  Township,  Washtenaw  County. 
The  father  there  followed  the  trade  of  a  distiller, 
also  driving  a  stage  for  two  years.  After  continu- 
ing the  distillery  business  for  some  time  he  then 
retired  to  Washtenaw  County.  From  there  he 
moved  to  Jackson  County,  and  from  there  to  Barry 
County.  From  Barry  County  he  removed  to  Low 
ell,  Kent  County,  and  there  died.  In  Jackson 
County  he  was  Deputy  Sheriff.  He  had  a  family 
of  six  sons  and  two  daughters,  four  now  living : 
Henry,  Russell,  Allen  and  Hiram. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  attended  school  in 
Lenawee  and  Washtenaw  Counties  where  he  re- 
ceived a  common-school  education.  On  coming  to 
Barry  County  he  worked  on  the  home  farm,  after- 
ward working  as  a  clerk  in  the  hotel  at  Hastings, 
W.  W.  Parker  and  Nathan  Barlow,  proprietors  of 
the  hotel.  He  then  engaged  in  the  butchering  busi- 
ness, following  the  same  four  years,  then  for  four 
3rears  more  following  the  business  of  saloon  keep- 
ing and  grocery.     He  then  engaged  in  speculating 
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for  a  good  many  years.  He  afterwards  went  into 
the  feed  business,  disposing  of  the  same  at  the  end 
of  two  years,  and  when  three  years  elapsed  bought 
the  same  back  and  has  continued  the  business  since, 
running  the  only  house  of  this  kind  in  the  city. 
He  built  five  store  buildings,  running  from  the 
corner  of  Court  on  Jefferson  Street,  which  he  rents, 
except  the  store  he  occupies.  He  purchased  across 
the  w&y  two  business  houses,  one  for  agricultural 
implements  and  the  other  a  blacksmith  shop  and 
rents  the  same  out.  He  has  purchased  and  sold  a 
number  of  farms  in  Barry  County  and  holds  stock 
in  the  furniture  factory  here.  He  has  filled  promi- 
nent offices  at  Hastings,  being  Constable  fifteen 
years,  Alderman  for  six  years,  Supervisor  two 
years  and  Marshal  eight  years.  He  has  served  his 
people  well  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  these 
offices  and  enjoys  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all 
with  whom  he  comes  in  contact. 

Allen  Jones  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Hannah  M.  Tinkley,  daughter  of  John  O.  and  Eliz- 
abeth Tinkley,  who  came  to  this  city  forty-four 
years  ago.  He  has  had  no  family,  but  took  a  child 
one  week  old,  cousin  of  Mrs.  Jones,  named  Ettie, 
now  Mrs.  M.  O.  Abbott,  of  this  city,  having  two 
children:  Isola  and  Hannah  Penelope.  The  father 
of  our  subject  died  at  Lowell,  Kent  County,  and 
the  mother  in  Lenawee  County,  Mich. 

In  politics  Mr.  Jones  is  Democratic,  but  not  too 
conservative  to  be  always  willing  to  further  the 
best  interests  of  the  town  and  citv. 


(!) 


^RA  A.  OSGOOD.  Without  doubt  this  gen- 
tleman is  the  oldest  resident  of  Barry  County, 
who  was  born  in  Michigan.  His  birth  occurred 
in  Grass  Lake  Township,  Jackson  County,  Decem- 
ber 15,  1835,  prior  to  the  admission  of  Michigan 
into  the  Union.  His  growth  is  therefore  coincident 
with  that  of  the  State,  and  the  strong  individuality 
and  sterling  worth  which  are  his  distinguishing 
characteristics,  have  brought  to  him  the  merited 
regard  of  all  who  know  him.  Upon  his  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  seventy-five  acres  he  has  placed  first- 
class  improvements,  while,  by  keeping  thoroughly 


posted  upon  the  best  and  latest  methods  of  carry- 
ing on  agriculture  he  has  met  with  unusual  suc- 
cess in  acquiring  a  competency  for  his  declining 
years. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Abraham  Osgood, 
was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Michigan.  He  was 
born  in  the  State  of  New  York  in  1814,  and 
when  he  attained  his  majority  came  West  in  1835 
to  Michigan.  Settling  in  Grass  Lake  Township, 
Jackson  County,  he  entered  land  from  the  Govern- 
ment and  began  its  improvement.  He  erected  a 
small  log  house,  a  few  outbuildings,  and  was  for 
some  time  successfully  employed  in  prosecuting 
his  work  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil.  Finding  he  could 
advantageously  sell  his  partially  improved  farm, 
he  did  so  and  removed  to  Francisco,  Jackson 
County,  where  he  purchased  another  farm.  Once 
again  he  took  up  pioneer  work,  cleared  his  land, 
which  was  in  almost  a  primeval  condition,  and 
built  another  log  cabin.  He  was  a  shoemaker  by 
trade,  but  in  connection  with  that  superintended 
his  farm  and  contributed  to  its  development.  His 
life  was  a  useful  and  honored  one,  and  he  died 
September  14,  1848. 

The  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Col- 
born  Blake,  resided  in  New  York  State  many  years, 
but  in  an  early  period  of  the  history  of  Michigan 
he  removed  thither,  and  here  he  died  at  the  ripe 
old  age  of  ninety  years.  His  daughter,  Esther 
Ann  Blake,  was  also  a  native  of  the  Empire  State, 
and  was  there  united  in  marriage  with  Abraham 
Osgood.  Their  happy  wedded  life  was  blessed  by 
the  birth  of  six  children,  among  whom  was  the 
gentleman  whose  biographical  record  is  thus  briefly 
outlined.  He  became  the  recipient  of  such  educa- 
tional advantages  as  the  pioneer  schools  of  the 
district  afforded,  and  most  of  his  time  was  devoted 
to  farming  pursuits.  Like  all  farmer  lads  he  was 
early  inured  to  hard  work  and  began  to  actively 
assist  at  home  as  soon  as  large  enough  to  reach  the 
handles  of  the  plow. 

In  1852  Mr.  Osgood  removed  to  Barry  County 
where  he  worked  by  the  month  for  ten  years,  and 
by  prudent  economy  was  enabled  at  the  end  of 
that  time  to  purchase  part  of  his  present  farm  on 
section  18,  Hope  Township.  Only  a  few  acres 
had    then    been    improved,    but    the    remainder, 
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through  the  vigorous  efforts  of  the  owner,  has 
been  subjected  to  fine  improvements  and  embel- 
lished with  ail  the  necessary  buildings,  including 
a  residence  of  modern  style  and  tasteful  interior 
arrangement.  The  lady  who  for  years  has  pre- 
sided  over  this  comfortable  home  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Jane  Replogle,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
John  and  Lucretia  (Brink)  Replogle,  natives  re- 
spectively of  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania.  They 
came  to  Michigan  in  1857,  settling  in  Hope  Town- 
ship where  Mr.  Replogle  died  February  7,  1890; 
his  widow  still  survives  and  resides  on  the  old 
homestead.  To  Mr.  Osgood  and  his  estimable 
wife  have  been  born  three  children — Jesse,  John 
R.  and  Fern  E.,  all  of  whom  are  at  home. 

Mr.  Osgood  has  held  various  local  offices  since 
he  became  a  resident  of  Barry  County.  In  Orange- 
ville  Township  he  was  School  Inspector  and  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace,  after  which,  in  Hope  Township, 
he  was  elected  to  the  position  of  Supervisor  which 
he  has  filled  for  several  years;  he  has  also  been 
School  Inspector  in  this  township,  Trustee  and 
Highway  Commissioner,  besides  holding  numerous 
minor  offices.  Socially  he  is  a  Patron  of  Indus- 
try and  a  member  of  the  Grange,  being  quite 
prominent  in  both  organizations.  He  has  always 
been  a  stalwart  Republican  and  has  been  sent  as  a 
delegate  to  several  State  and  county  conventions. 
In  whatever  capacity  he  may  be  found  he  brings 
to  the  discharge  of  the  duties  accompanying  it  a 
steadfast  integrity  and  good  judgment  that  have 
endeared  him  to  all  with  whom  he  is  thrown  in 
contact. 


ARRISON  HILSINGER,  who  is  engaged 
in  general  farming  on  section  22,  Hastings 
Township,  Barry  County,  is  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  his  birth  having  occurred 
inTehigh  County  on  June  15,  1830.  The  family 
is  of  German  origin,  and  was  founded  in  America 
by  Joseph  Hilsinger,  father  of  our  subject,  who 
was  born  in  Germany  and  in  1828  crossed  the 
Atlantic  to  the  United  States,  settling  in  Pennsyl- 


vania. He  became  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Lehigh 
County  and  there  as  the  result  of  good  business 
management  and  enterprise  he  accumulated  con- 
siderable property.  He  was  a  clockmaker  by  trade 
and  a  clock  which  he  manufactured  prior  to  1850 
is  now  owned  by  our  subject.  For  his  wife  he 
chose  Miss  Mary  Magdalene  Oswaldt,  who  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania.  After  a  number  of  years 
residence  in  the  Keystone  State  they  removed  to 
Seneca  County,  Ohio,  where  Mr.  Hilsinger  spent 
his  last  days.  He  was  a  member  of  the  German 
Reformed  Church. 

Harrison  Hilsinger,  whose  name  heads  this 
notice,  was  reared  to  manhood  in  Pennsylvania 
and  Ohio  and  attended  the  schools  of  the  Buckeye 
State,  but  the  greater  part  of  his  education  was 
acquired  at  home  through  his  own  efforts.  He 
possesses  an  observing  eye  and  a  retentive  memory 
and  has  thus  added  materially  to  his  knowledge 
acquired  from  text-books,  becoming  a  well-in- 
formed man.  He  has  been  twice  married,  his  first 
union  being  with  Miss  Eliza  Writer,  who  was  born 
in  Seneca  County,  Ohio,  where  her  entire  life  was 
spent.  She  died  in  1869,  leaving  three  daughters 
and  a  son,  all  of  whom  have  grown  to  mature 
years:  Sarah,  the  eldest,  is  the  wife  of  George 
Bearly,  a  trader  of  Freeport;  Mary  Magdalene  is 
the  wife  of  E.  C.  Fox,  who  was  formerly  employed 
as  cashier  in  the  Harper  County  National  Bank, 
of  Harper,  Kan.,  but  is  now  cashier  of  the  k^ank  in 
Middleport,  Ohio;  Isabella  married  Charles  Sim- 
mons and  they  are  now  residents  of  Harper,  Kan.; 
Leroy  occupies  the  position  of  assistant  cashier 
in  the  Middleport  bank.  After  the  death  of 
his  first  wife  Mr.  Hilsinger  was  again  married, 
wedding  Miss  Lydelia  Keller,  and  unto  them  has 
been  born  one  child,  a  daughter,  Rosa,  who  is  still 
at  home. 

Mr.  Hilsinger  has  held  the  office  of  School 
Director  and  takes  an  active  interest  in  the  cause 
of  education,  and  in  every  other  movement  or  enter- 
prise which  is  calculated  to  promote  the  general 
welfare  or  advance  the  prosperity  of  the  county. 
He  is  truly  a  self-made  man,  for  whatever  success 
he  has  achieved  in  life  is  due  entirely  to  his  own 
efforts,  he  having  worked  his  way  upward  from  a 
humble    position,    overcoming   all   obstacles   and 
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difficulties  in  his  path,  until  he  is  now  numbered 
among  the  substantial  farmers  of  Hastings  Town- 
ship. Socially  he  is  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows' 
society  and  has  held  offices  in  that  lodge. 


)  LIAS  D.  WILLIAMS,  a  retired  farmer 
residing  on  section  30,  town  of  Vermont- 
ville,  Eaton  Count}',  claims  Ohio  as  the 
State  of  his  nativity.  He  was  born  in  Medina, 
Medina  County,  January  14,  1838,  and  is  a  son 
of  George  D.  and  Anna  (Lyon)  Williams.  We 
have  no  authentic  record  concerning  the  history 
of  this  family  but  tradition  says  that  they  are  de- 
scendants of  Roger  Williams  of  Rhode  Island.  The 
early  members  of  the  family  were  all  of  a  mili- 
tary turn  of  mind  and  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject served  in  the  War  of  1812.  He  married  and 
had  five  sons,  George  D.,  Ryan,  Elijah,  Lorenzo 
and  one  other  whose  name  has  been  lost.  All  were 
ministers  and  became  residents  of  Michigan  with  the 
exception  of  Lorenzo,  who  went  to  California  and 
in  all  probability  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life 
in  that  State. 

Rev.  George  D.  Williams  was  born  in  William- 
son, N.  Y.,  June  24,  1811,  and  on  the  12th  of 
April,  1832,  married  Anna  Lyon.  This  lady  was 
born  in  Mendon,  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  December 
26,  1815,  and  was  a  sister  of  Gen.  Nathaniel  Lyon, 
of  military  fame.  Their  father  served  in  the  War 
of  1812.  From  his  boyhood  Rev.  Mr.  Williams 
devoted  his  entire  life  to  the  ministry.  He  was  for 
sometime  located  in  Fowlerville,  now  Inverness, 
Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  and  later  went  to  Erie 
County,  N.  Y.,  whence  he  removed  to  Medina 
County,  Ohio.  In  1844  he  became  a  resident  of 
Branch  County,  Mich.,  and  spent  his  last  days  in 
ministerial  work  in  Calhoun  County,  this  State, 
where  he  died  February  21,  1847.  His  wife  sur- 
vived him  about  a  year  when  she  too  was  called  to 
her  final  rest.  They  were  parents  of  the  following 
children — Cordelia  who  died  in  infancy;  Violetta, 
deceased  wife  of  William  H.  Davis  of  Kalamo, 
Mich.;  Melissa,  deceased ;  Elias  D. ;  Alfred  R.,  a 
farmer  of    the   town   of  Vermontville;  Iantha  C, 


wife  of  Charles  W.  Loomis,  of  Marshall,  Mich.; and 
Arvesta  A.,  wife  of  Isaac  Vandyke  of  Kalamo, 
Mich. 

Our  subject  was  the  fourth  child  in  the  family. 
His  father  dying  in  1847,  and  his  mother  in  1848, 
he  was  left  an  orphan  at  the  age  of  nine  years.  The 
children  then  found  homes  among  strangers,  Elias 
going  to  Southwestern  Illinois  with  a  missionary, 
with  whom  he  remained  for  a  year  or  more.  Re- 
turning to  this  State,  although  but  a  youth,  he  be- 
gan life  for  himself  in  Calhoun  County,  working  at 
any  employment  which  he  could  get  to  do  that 
would  afford  him  an  honest  living.  He  learned  the 
trade  of  book-binding  and  the  baker's  trade  and 
traveled  extensively  from  place  to  place,  visiting 
many  States  in  the  Union. 

Mr.  Williams  was  in  the  United  States  standing 
army  at  the  time  of  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil 
War  and  remained  in  the  general  service  until  June, 
1861,  when  he  was  assigned  to  Company  G,  Third 
United  States  Regiment.  He  never  served  with  the 
regiment,  however,  for  after  the  first  battle  of  Bull 
Run  he  was  doing  detailed  duty  as  hospital  stew- 
ard at  Ft.  Hamilton  in  New  York  harbor,  and  was 
there  until  the  fall  of  1862,  when  he  was  mustered 
out  and  enlisted  in  the  Sixth  Michigan  Heavy  Ar- 
tillery, serving  with  that  command  until  August 
20,  1865,  when  he  was  honorably  discharged  at  New 
Orleans,  the  war  having  been  brought  to  a  close. 
He  still  has  in  his  possession  a  piece  of  hardtack 
which  was  given  him  on  board  the  steamer  "Baltic" 
on  the  Atlantic  April  14,  1861,  after  the  evacua- 
tion of  Ft.  Sumter,  he  having  participated  in  the 
bombardment  of  that  fort  under  Major  Anderson. 
A  sunstroke  received  during  service  inflicted  per- 
manent disability  on  Mr.  Williams,  and  in  part 
compensation  to  him  for  the  loss  of  his  health  the 
Government  awarded  him  a  pension  of  $30  per 
month. 

In  August,  1862,  Mr.  Williams  and  Miss  Rosanna 
York  were  married  in  Kalamo,  Mfch.  The  lady 
was  born  in  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  June  16,  1842, 
and  was  a  daughter  of  John  Yrork,  .an  Englishman, 
who  died  in  the  Empire  State.  The  Heath  of  Mrs. 
Williams  occurred  November  10,  1864.  She  left 
a  little  son,  Frederick,  who  is  now  a  farmer  of 
Kalamo,  Mich.     His  wife  was  formerly  Miss  Car- 


594 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


rie  Wyte  of  Gratiot,  Mich.  On  the  23d  of  April, 
1866,  Mr.  Williams  formed  a  matrimonial  alliance 
with  Mrs.  Mary  Matteson  of  Kalamo,  who  was  born 
in  Schoharie  County,  N.  Y.,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Peter  and  Catherine  (Wagoner)  McDerby.  She 
was  a  widow  at  the  time  of  her  second  marriage, 
her  husband  having  been  Oliver  Matteson  of  Kal- 
amo. They  were  the  parents  of  six  children. 

Mr.  Williams  is  in  every  sense  of  the  word  a  self- 
made  man.  He  not  only  had  no  capital  with  which 
to  begin  life  but  was  also  without  the  help  of  an 
education.  He  attended  school  only  four  months 
in  his  life  and  that  after  he  was  fourteen  years  of 
age,  but  by  varied  reading  and  study  during  his 
leisure  hours  he  has  become  well  informed  on  all 
general  topics  and  now  does  a  great  deal  of  literary 
work  such  as  writing  for  papers,  etc.  As  soon  as 
he  had  sufficiently  recovered  his  health  after  the 
war,  he  began  farming  in  Kalamo,  Mich.,  where  he 
remained  until  1885  when  he  removed  to  his  pres- 
ent farm  of  forty  acres  on  section  30,  Vermont- 
ville  Township.  Disability  resulting  from  his  hard 
service  prevents  him  engaging  in  active  business 
life  and  he  is  now  living  in  retirement,  the  fruits  of 
his  former  toil  and  his  pension  being  sufficient  to 
provide  him  with  all  necessities  and  many  of  the 
luxuries  of  life.  Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  Jef- 
ferds  Post,  No.  82,  G.  A.  R.  of  Nashville,  and  is 
a  worthy  member  of  the  Masonic  Lodge  No. 
255,  of  that  place.  Widely  and  favorably  known 
throughout  the  community  he  well  deserves  repre- 
sentation in  this  volume,  and  it  is  with  pleasure 
that  we  present  to  our  readers  this  brief  personal 
sketch  and  his  lithographic  portrait  on  another 
page. 


£||LFRED  R.  WILLIAMS,  one  of  the  early 
i(|syLj{  settlers  of  Eaton  County,  residing  on  sec- 
tion 30,  town  of  Vermontville,  has  won  for 
himself  a  high  place  in  the  esteem  of  his 
fellow-citizens  by  an  uprighMife  and  an  honorable 
war  record.  He  was  born  in  Medina,  Medina 
County,  Ohio,  October  21,  1840,  and  is  the  fifth 
in  a  family  of  seven  children,  whose  parents,  George 


D.  and  Anna  (Lyon)  Williams,  were  natives  of  the 
East.  (For  the  early  history  of  their  respective 
families  see  sketch  of  Elias  D.  Williams,  which  ap- 
pears on  another  page  of  this  work).  Left  orphans 
the  children  of  the  family  were  scattered  and  Alfred 
then  a  lad  of  only  eight  summers,  went  to  live  with 
strangers.  He  spent  his  early  life  in  Michigan, 
whence  in  1860  he  returned  to  New  York  on  a 
visit. 

Hitherto  the  life  of  Mr.  Williams  had  been  a 
peaceful  one,  passed  in  the  quiet  pursuit  of  farm- 
ing, but  in  the  fall  of  1861  he  invested  himself 
with  the  trappings  of  war  and  enlisted  for  two 
years  as  a  private  in  Company  B,  Eighth  New  York 
Cavalry.  He  served  until  Februar}r,  1863,  when 
he  was  discharged  on  account  of  physical  disability  ; 
as  soon  as  he  had  somewhat  regained  his  health  he 
re-enlisted  on  the  4th  of  January,  1864,  in  Com- 
pany E,  Sixth  Michigan  Heavy  Artlileiy.  With  his 
command  he  participated  in  the  battles  of  Winches- 
ter, Harper's  Ferry  and  South  Mountain,  and  when 
the  war  was  over  was  honorably  discharged  June 
16,  1865.  He  not  only  gave  his  service  to  his 
country  but  his  health  was  also  permanently  im- 
paired by  chronic  rheumatism,  and  he  is  now  draw- 
ing a  pension  or  $30  a  month  for  total  disability. 

After  the  war  Mr.  Williams  located  in  Kalamo, 
Eaton  County,  where  he  followed  farming  for  a 
time.  The  years  of  1867  and  1868  he  spent  in  Isa- 
bella County,  returning  thence  to  this  county,  but 
in  1871  he  again  left  his  home  here  and  spent  that 
and  the  succeeding  year  in  Saunders  County,  Neb. 
He  has  resided  upon  his  present  farm  since  1885, 
and  his  forty  acres  of  land  on  section  30,  Vermont- 
ville Township,  are  under  the  highest  cultivation 
and  are  divided  into  well-tilled  fields  of  convenient 
size.  Industry  characterizes  his  life  and  has  made 
him  successful  in  his  business  pursuits.  He  has  never 
taken  a  very  active  part  in  public  or  political  affairs 
but  votes  with  the  Republican  party  and  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Jefferds  Post  No.  82,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Nashville, 
and  Nashville  Lodge  No.  255,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. 

On  the  25th  of  October,  1866,  Mr.  Williams  and 
Betsy  McDerby  were  married  in  Kalamo  Township, 
Eaton  County.  The  children  born  of  that  union 
are  Orra  and  Violetta.  The  second  marriage  of 
Mr.  Williams  was  celebrated   November  11,  1885, 
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when  Mrs.  Nancy  Pickett,  of  Vermontville  became 
his  wife.  She  was  a  native  of  the  Empire  State 
and  died  in  December,  1888.  On  the  3d  of  Sep- 
tember, 1889,  he  wedded  Mrs.  Emily  Decker,  of 
Assyria,  Barry  County,  Mich.  The  lady  was  born 
in  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  July  5,  1845,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  James  and  Elmaette  (Sparks)  Norris, 
who  removed  to  Barry  County,  Mich.,  in  1847. 

Emily  Norris  first  became  the  wife  of  Henry 
Inman,  who  served  as  a  private  in  the  First  Mich- 
igan Regiment  of  P^ngineers  and  Mechanics.  He 
died  in  Assyria  in  February,  1865,  while  home  on 
a  furlough,  leaving  one  son,  Otis  G.,  who  now 
makes  his  home  with  Mr.  Williams.  His  widow 
afterward  became  the  wife  of  William  Decker,  by 
whom  she  had  two  children — Edith  and  Burt.  The 
daughter  married  William  Oaster  and  lives  in 
Kalamo,  this  county;  the  son,  Burt  lives  in  the 
State  of  Washington.  Our  subject  and  his  wife 
have  a  wide  acquaintance  throughout  Eaton  County 
and  many  warm  friends  esteem  them  highly  for 
their  sterling  worth. 

A  lithographic  portrait  of  Mr.  Williams  accom- 
panies this  sketch. 


7ILLIAM   M.   GRISWOLD  is  a  representa- 
II    tive  of  one  of  the   pioneer  families  of  the 


county  whose  history,  and  especially  that 
of  Vermontville,  Eaton  County,  where  he  makes 
his  home,  would  be  incomplete  without  this  sketch. 
We  cannot  hope  to  give  a  full  account  of  what  he 
and  his  father  have  done  for  the  public  interests  of 
this  county  but  will  try  to  mention  a  few  of  the 
important  labors  which  they  have  performed  in  be- 
half of  its  welfare. 

Roger  W.  Griswold,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Benson,  Vt,  March  10,  1812,  and  until 
twenty-four  years  of  age  resided  in  his  native  town. 
Emigrating  west  in  1836,  he  became  one  of  the 
original  members  of  the  Vermont  Colony  that 
founded  the  present  town  of  Vermontville.  He  was 
one  of  the  first  movers  in  the  organization  of 
of  the  town  and  assisted  in  laying  out  its  bounda 
ries.     The  country  then  was  all   dense  forest  and 


gave  little  promise  that  in  the  future  it  would  be 
transformed  into  the  fine  farming  land  which  we 
to-day  see.  Soon  after  his  arrival  here,  Mr.  Gris- 
wold went  to  Calhoun  County,  Mich.,  in  search 
of  something  to  live  on  while  getting  his  land  ready 
for  occupancy  and  purchased  a  load  of  wheat  which 
he  had  ground  into  flour  on  his  way  home.  He  was 
the  first  man  to  bring  a  grist  of  flour  to  Vermont- 
ville.  From  the  date  of  his  arrival  here  until  his 
death  he  was  a  leader  in  every  public  enterprise 
Calculated  to  benefit  the  community,  and  no  man 
has  ever  taken  a  more  important  part  in  the  up- 
building and  advancement  of  the  county's  interests. 
Where  money  was  to  be  raised  by  subscription  his 
name  headed  the  list  whether  it  was  for  building 
the  old  Academy,  erecting  a  church,  raising  the 
minister's  salary  or  bringing  up  arrearages,  clear- 
ing the  town  of  the  "war  draft"  or  aiding  to  build 
the  railroad.  He  not  only  made  large  donations 
himself  but  carried  around  the  paper  and  induced 
others  to  do  the  same.  His  power  and  influence 
were  always  exerted  on  the  side  of  education,  tem- 
perance, social  reform  and  morality  and  the  im- 
portant work  he  did  for  Vermontville,  where  he  re- 
sided for  half  a  century,  cannot  be  over-estimated. 
He  was  assisted  in  all  his  labors  by  his  estimable 
wife  who  proved  a  true  helpmate  to  him  in  many 
ways.  Her  maiden  name  was  Abigail  S.  Bascom, 
and  she  was  born  in  Benson,  Vt.,  in  1816.  After 
preparing  a  home  for  her  in  the  West,  Mr.  Gris- 
wold returned  to  his  native  State  and  they  were 
married  in  1838.  Hand  in  hand  they  traveled  life's 
journey,  mutually  encouraging  and  sustaining  one 
another  and  doing  all  in  their  power  for  those  with 
whom  they  came  in  contact.  Mrs.  Griswold  was 
a  highly-educated  lady  and  one  of  the  brightest 
women  who  ever  adorned  the  circles  of  Vermont- 
ville. She  and  her  husband  were  long  members  of 
the  Congregational  Church.  He  held  a  number  of 
public  offices  of  trust,  was  Town  Supervisor  for  a 
number  of  years  and  on  several  occasions  received 
every  vote  polled  in  the  town.  He  supported  the 
Whig  party  until  its  dissolution  and  then  joined 
the  new  Republican  party.  Socially  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  After  the  death 
of  h4s  first  wife  in  1871,  he  married  Mrs.  Frances 
BroWning,  of  Vermontville,  who  still  survives  him. 
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In  his  business  affairs  Mr.  Griswold  was  greatly 
prospered  and  at  his  death  left  a  handsome  estate  to 
his  family.  He  died  May  31,  1886.  Thus  one  of 
nature's  noblest  men  passed  away,  but  his  memory 
lives  after  him. 

Our  subject  is  one  of  six  children  born  to  Roger 
and  Abigail  Griswold — Hattie  J.,  who  now  resides 
in  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  is  the  widow  of  Albert 
Bacon,  who  was  killed  by  the  explosion  of  the  ill- 
fated  propeller,  "Nile",  at  Detroit  a  few  3rears  ago ; 
Joseph  B.,  who  served  as  surgeon  in  the  Fourth 
Michigan  Infantr}r  during  the  late  war,  is  a  promi- 
nent practicing  physician  of  Grand  Rapids;  Isaac 
8.,  is  a  teacher  in  the  schools  of  Hiawatha,  Kan.; 
William  M..  is  the  next  younger;  Delia  C.  is  the 
wife  of  Rev.  Homer  J.  Parker,  a  Congregational 
minister  of  Wichita,  Kan. ;  and  Mary  N.  died  in 
infancy. 

We  how  take  up  the  personal  history  of  W.  M. 
Griswold  who  has  followed  in  the  footsteps  of  his 
illustrious  father,  as  regards  the  prominent  part  he 
has  taken  in  public  affairs.  He  was  born  on  the 
farm  where  he  now  lives,  inside  the  corporation 
limits  of  Vermontville,  June  27,  1849,  and  has 
spent  his  entire  life  on  the  old  homestead.  His  edu- 
cation was  acquired  in  the  Vermontville  Academy 
and  High  School  and  he  has  made  farming  his  life 
work.  During  the  last  few  years,  he  has  also  given 
considerable  attention  to  the  breeding  of  roadsters 
and  trotting  horses.  He  ownsone hundred  and  seven- 
ty-six acres  of  good  land,  lying  within  and  north  of 
the  village,  which  is  one  of  the  finest,  as  well  as  one 
of  the  oldest  farms  in  the  town.  The  greater  part 
is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  nothing  is 
lacking  which  would  add  to  its  development  and 
convenience.  His  home  is  a  large  two-story  brick 
residence,  constructed  on  an  excellent  plan,  richly 
yet  neatly  furnished  and  supplied  with  ail  the  com- 
forts and  accessories  which  go  to  make  life  worth 
the  living. 

Sharing  with  him  his  pleasant  home  are  his  wife 
and  six  children.  On  the  22nd  of  April,  1875, 
Mr.  Griswold  married  Miss  Rose  W.  Loring,  of  Ver- 
montville, who  was  born  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  in 
1852  and  is  a  daughter  of  Allen  T.  and  Eliza 
(Oliver)  Loring,  whose  sketch  will  be  found  else- 
where in  this  volume.  A  lady  of  culture  and  refine- 


ment, highly  endowed  with  the  graces  of  nature 
and  art,  she  has  the  respect  and  love  of  her  many 
friends  and  acquaintances  and  is  an  acknowledged 
leader  in  the  social  world.  The  children  of  the 
family  are  Robert  L.,  Delia  S.,  Joseph  G.,  Graham 
A.,  Ruth  L.  and  Kate  M. 

Mr.  Griswold  is  a  stanch  Republican  in  politics 
and  has  held  a  number  of  town,  city  and  school 
offices  but  has  always  declined  to  engage  more  ac- 
tively in  public  affairs.  Since  about  twenty  years 
of  age  he  has  been  a  consistent  member  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church  and  also  belongs  to  the  United 
Workmen  fraternity,  having  been  the  first  Master 
and  one  of  the  charter  members  of  Eaton  Lodge, 
No.  71,  A.  O.  U.  W.  of  Vermontville.  Genial  and 
affable  in  his  manner,  of  a  pleasant  and  gentlemanly 
address,  Mr.  Griswold  makes  friends  wherever  he 
goes  and  wins  the  confidence  and  high  regard  of 
all  with  whom  he  is  brought  in  contact. 


DMOND  A.  JOHNSON  is  numbered  among 
the    business   men   of    Bellevue,  where  he 

)  is  now  engaged  in  in  the  sale  of  groceries. 

He  was  Postmaster  here  four  years  under  Post- 
master-General Vilas,  and  at  the  same  time  carried 
on  a  bookstore.  He  is  the  owner  of  a  house  and 
lots  in  the  town,  having  property  of  considerable 
value,  and  has  lived  in  the  village  since  1884. 
Prior  to  that  time  he  was  engaged  in  farming  and 
in  teaching,  and  he  is  perhaps  best  known  as  an  in- 
structor of  youth,  as  his  labors  in  that  capacity 
extended  over  a  period  and  a  section  that  gave  him 
wide  acquaintance. 

Erastus  Johnson,  a  native  of  Connecticut  and 
a  graduate  of  Harvard,  made  an  early  settlement 
on  the  Western  Reserve  in  Ohio,  and  became  prom- 
inent there.  He  was  United  States  Surveyor,  and 
the  first  Postmaster  and  Justice  of  the  Peace  in 
Nelson,  Ohio.  He  was  a  Colonel  of  State  troops 
and  served  in  the  War  of  1812  under  Gen.  Perkins. 
He  finally  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine  at 
Nelson,  Portage  County,  and  there  his  son  Ezra, 
father  of  our  subject,  was  born.     This  gentleman 
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learned  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  and  worked  at  it 
in  his  native  State  until  1850,  when  he  went  to  Cal- 
ifornia, via  New  York  and  Panama.  He  spent  two 
years  in  the  mines,  meeting  with  fair  success,  then 
returned  to  his  native  State,  bought  a  large  farm 
and  gave  his  attention  to  its  cultivation  and 
the  dairy  business.  In  1864  he  came  to  Eaton 
County  and  made  his  home  on  a  farm  near  Belle- 
vue  until  he  retired,  since  which  time  he  has  lived 
in  town;  he  is  now  seventy-four  years  old. 

The  wife  of  Ezra  Johnson  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Sally  A.  Haskins,  was  born  in  Connecticut,  and 
was  taken  to  Ohio  by  her  parents  when  two  years 
old.  Her  father,  Ashbel  Haskins  carried  on  a  large 
farm,  and  lived  to  the  extreme  age  of  ninety-four 
years.  The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ezra  John- 
son were  four  in  number,  the  first-born  being  the 
subject  of  this  notice.  The  second,  Annie,  married 
Frank  Holcomb  and  died  in  Muscatine,  Iowa;  Jo- 
seph lives  on  the  old  farm,  near  Bellevue;  Clara  is 
Assistant  Postmaster  in  that  place. 

In  Nelson,  Portage  County,  Ohio,  October  1, 
1841,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born.  He  had 
good  common -school  advantages  followed  by  at- 
tendance at  Nelson  Academy,  after  which  he  taught 
several  terms.  After  the  capture  of  Nashville  he 
became  Clerk  in  the  United  States  Postofflce  De- 
partment there,  holding  the  position  until  he  was 
obliged  to  resign  on  account  of  ill-health.  He  then 
secured  a  Government  position  as  conductor  on  a 
railroad  between  Nashville  and  Chattanooga,  and 
while  discharging  his  duty  transferred  Gen. 
Thomas  and  a  body  of  troops.  In  June,  1866,  he 
was'discharged  and  went  to  Cleveland,  Ohio.  He  had 
been  in  many  dangerous  situations,  the  train  often 
being  shot  into  and  on  more  than  one  occasion 
having  collided  with  another  or  with  some  object 
placed  on  the  track  for  the  purpose. 

Soon  after  going  to  Ohio  Mr.  Johnson  became 
conductor  on  what  was  then  known  as  the  Atlantic 
&  Great  Western,  now  called  New  York,  Pennsyl- 
vania &  Ohio,  from  Cleveland  to  Youngstown  and 
held  the  place  about  two  years.  He  then,  in  No- 
vember, 1868,  bought  a  farm  four  miles  from  Belle- 
vue, and  locating  here  improved  the  property  and 
taught  school  in  the  winter.  His  farm  contained 
eighty  acres,  twenty-five  being  improved,  and  it  was 


his  home  until  1 884  when  he  moved  into  town.  Here 
he  has  been  Notary  Public  for  years  and  served  as 
Village  Collector  one  term.  He  is  prominent  in 
the  councils  of  the  Democratic  party,  is  Chairman 
of  the  County  and  Township  Central  Committee, 
and  frequently  serves  as  a  delegate  to  county  and 
State  conventions. 

The  wife  of  Mr.  Johnson  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Cornelia  Luscomb  and  is  a  daughter  of  James 
Luscomb,  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  Bellevue.  She 
is  an  intelligent  Christian  woman  and  holds  mem- 
bership in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  She 
was  joined  in  wedlock  to  Mr.  Johnson  in  Novem- 
ber 5,  1868,  and  while  making  the  care  of  her  home 
her  first  object  she  has  taken  an  active  part  in  so- 
cial duties  and  kindly  deeds. 


«l  1MLLIAM  JOHNCOCK,  who  is  engaged  in 
\rJ//  farming  and  stock-raising  on  section  24, 
WvJ  Orangeville  Township,  Barry  County,  is 
a  native  of  Kentshire,  England.  He  was  born  Au- 
gust 30,  1825,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Mary 
(Brett)  Johncock,  who  were  also  natives  of  Eng- 
land, the  father  born  in  Kentshire,  March  9,  1793, 
while  the  mother's  birth  occurred  on  the  9th  of 
January,  of  the  same  year.  They  were  married  in 
their  native  land  and  came  to  this  country  in  1852. 
Crossing  the  Atlantic  they  settled  on  a  farm  in 
Genesee  County.  N.  Y.,  whence  Mr.  Johncock  re- 
moved with  his  family  to  Lenawee  County,  Mich., 
where  he  made  his  home  until  coming  to  this 
county.  His  death  occurred  at  the  home  of  our 
subject,  in  1880,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
seven  years,  and  his  wife  died  February  24,  1868. 
In  their  family  were  eight  children,  six  sons  and  two 
daughters,  two  of  whom  are  now  deceased. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native 
land,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty  five  years,  after  bid- 
ding good-bye  to  home  and  country,  set  sail  for 
America.  His  first  location  was  in  Genesee  County, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  made  his  home  for  four  years, 
coming  to  Michigan  in  1854.  His  first  home  in 
this  State  was  in  Gratiot  County,  but  after  two 
years  he  came  to  Barry  County,  a$d  located  upon 
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the  farm  on  which  he  still  resides.  Many  changes 
have  occurred  since  that  day,  the  pioneer  land- 
marks are  now  nearly  effaced,  and  where  once  was 
forest  land,  fields  of  waving  grain  can  now  be  seen. 
The  cabin  homes  have  been  replaced  by  substan- 
tial residences,  towns  have  grown  into  cities,  and 
many  villages  have  sprung  up;  the  wofk  of  civili- 
zation having  been  carried  forward  at  a  rapid  rate 
has  changed  the  whole  appearance  of  the  country, 
until  one  can  trace  little  resemblance  between  it 
to-day  and*  the  Barry  County  of  thirty -five  years 
ago.  Mr.  Johncock  has  borne  his  share  in  its  up- 
building and  advancement,  and  well  deserves  a 
representation  among  its  early  settlers. 

On  the  25th  of  December,  1855,  our  subject  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Anna  Bugbee,  daugh- 
ter of  Eli  Bugbee,  who  was  born  in  Windham 
County,  Conn.,  in  1808.  The  latter's  parents  re- 
moved to  Lockport,  N.  T.,  when  he  was  a  child, 
and  thence  they  removed  to  Oxford,  Canada,  where 
they  lived  four  years.  In  the  year  1835  they 
came  to  Michigan,  settling  in  Washtenaw  County, 
where  the  father  purchased  a  tract  of  land  and 
developed  a  farm.  Later  he  spent  nine  years  of 
his  life  in  Jackson  County,  this  State,  where  he 
again  made  a  home,  and  in  1855  he  came  to  Barry 
County,  locating  in  Hope  Township.  Clearing  the 
timber  off  a  tract  of  land  in  that  neighborhood  he 
soon  made  the  wild  fields  to  bloom  and  blossom  as 
the  rose.  He  was  an  industrious  and  energetic 
man  and  useful  citizen,  and  served  his  fellow- 
townsmen  as  Highway  Commissioner  and  as  School 
Director.  Religiously  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Adventist  Church,  and  his  death  occurred  in  the 
month  of  June,  1871.  His  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Catherine  Ann  Smith,  was  born  in  On- 
tario County,  N.  Y.,  and  her  parents  were  num- 
bered among  the  early  settlers  of  Jackson  County, 
Mich.,  where  they  lived  many  years,  and  at  length 
passed  away.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bugbee  were  the  par- 
ents of  seven  children,  two  sons  and  five  daughters, 
of  whom  Mrs.  Johncock  is  the  eldest.  The  eldest 
son  and  the  youngest  daughter  in  the  family  are 
now  deceased. 

In  1864  Mr.  Johncock  enlisted  in  his  country's 
service  becoming  a  member  of  the  Thirteenth 
Regiment  Ligbt  Artillery,  his  company  being  com- 


manded by  Capt.  Du  Pont.  He  served  until  the 
1st  of  July,  1865,  doing  guard  duty  in  the  forts  of 
Washington,  D.  C.  In  politics  he  is  a  stanch  sup- 
porter of  Republican  principles,  doing  all  in  his 
power  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  party,  and 
has  held  the  office  of  Pathmaster.  The  cause  of 
education  has  ever  found  in  him  a  warm  friend  and 
he  has  done  much  for  the  bettering  of  the  schools 
in  this  community.  As  a  citizen  he  is  true  to  every 
duty,  and  his  life  has  been  such  as  to  win  him  the 
confidence  and  regard  of  all  with  whom  business  or 
social  relations  have  brought  him  in  contact.  His 
wife,  a  lady  of  culture  and  refinement,  is  held  in 
high  esteem  by  many  friends.  She  is  intelligent, 
possesses  a  most  excellent  memory  as  is  evinced  by 
her  ready  recollection  of  events  which  occurred  in 
her  childhood  and  in  the  early  history  of  this  com- 
munity. She  is  a  member  of  the  Adventist 
Church. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johncock  have  been  born 
seven  children,  five  of  whom  are  living:  Cather- 
ine, wife  of  Thomas  Printz;  Mary  Belle,  wife  of 
Richard  Johncock;  William  E.,  Arthur  F.  and  Her- 
bert. Albert,  and  Annie  May,  the  youngest,  are 
now  deceased. 


ylLLIS  H.  WHIPPLE.  Many  of  our  read- 
ers will  recognize  this  name  as  that  of  a 
prominent  and  popular  resident  of  Barry 
County.  He  received  his  early  school  education  in 
Orleans  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  lived  with  his 
grandfather  Philip  Preston,  from  six  years  of  age 
until  eighteen  years,  at  which  time  he  learned  the 
trade  of  a  carpenter  with  his  grandfather,  and 
worked  at  that  business  until  twenty-two  years  of 
age.  He  then  followed  carriage  making  in  Paw 
Paw,  Van  Buren  County,  Mich.,  for  two  years.  In 
1869  Mr.  Whipple  came  to  Hastings,  where  he  car- 
ries on  the  business  of  carriage-making  until  1875, 
when  he  then  sold  out  and  removed  to  Irving  this 
county,  working  in  a  flour  mill  for  eight  months. 
From  there  he  went  to  Allegan,  taking  charge  of  a 
meat  market  for  two  months.  He  then  sold  the 
meat  market  and  removed  to  Reed   City,  Assola 
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County,  engaging  in  the  milling  business  with  T.  V. 
Childs.  At  the  end  of  six  months  they  built  a 
gristmill  and  then  our  subject  sold  out  his  share  to 
Mr.  Childs,  and  worked  for  his  former  partner  for 
two  years.  At  this  time  he  rented  the  mill  of  Mr. 
Childs  carrying  on  the  work  for  two  years.  Fol- 
lowing this  he  built  a  gristmill  and  elevator  at  the 
same  place  and  ran  the  same  until  1885,  at  which 
time  he  sold  out. 

Our  subject  removed  to  Everett,  Assola  County 
and  remained  there  two  years.  From  there,  after 
selling  out,  he  went  to  Alma,  Gratiot  County, 
where  he  drew  the  patterns  for  a  mill  and  worked 
there  two  years.  From  this  place  he  removed  to 
Hastings,  his  present  place  of  residence,  renting  the 
roller  mill.  Our  subject's  home  is  a  neat  and  at- 
tractive little  house,  and  is  presided  over  by  his 
good  and  capable  wife,  to  whom  he  was  married  in 
August,  1873,  at  Hastings.  Mrs.  Whipple  was 
formerly  Abbie  Smith.  They  have  one  child,  a 
daughter,  Josie  by  name.  They  are  greatly  es- 
teemed by  all  around  them  and  are  considered  to 
be  two  of  the  most  desirable  members  of  the  com- 
munity where  they  have  made  their  home.  Politi- 
cally Mr.  Whipple  is  a  Prohibitionist.  He  and  his 
family  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
Mr.  Whipple  is  a  man  of  unblemished  character 
and  socially  inclined.     He  is  a  tip- top  miller. 


*£ 


EIM^ 


ASs^  HARLES  W.  H.  CASADAY.  Among  the 
(((  pioneers  of  Barry  County,  Mich.,  Mr.  Casa- 
^^^/  day  ranks  as  one  of  the  prominent  and  suc- 
cessful agriculturists  of  the  delightful  township  of 
of  Hastings,  where  our  subject  spent  his  boy- 
hood days  in  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads 
and  is  not  unacquainted  with  the  hardships  and 
trials  of  pioneer  life,  which  he  shared  in  common 
with  his  father's  family  until  he  reached  his  nine- 
teenth year.  He  then  purchased  his  time  of  his 
father  for  $100  in  cash.  He  afterward  worked  out 
by  the  month  until  his  marriage  in  1844,  when  he 
was  united  in  the  holy  bonds  of  wedlock  witli 
Miss  Emiline  Page  of  New  York,  daughter  of  Abial 
and  Betsey  (Willis)  Page,   natives  of  New  York 


and  Vermont  respectively.  Mrs.  Casaday's  father 
was  engaged  in  farming.  He  had  a  family  of  eleven 
children  ten  of  whom  grew  to  manhood  and  woman- 
hood; six  daughters  and  four  sons:  Ann,  Mary, 
William,  Emiline,  Nancy,  Howard,  John,  Elizabeth, 
Caroline  and  Joseph.  The  father  was  a  soldier  in 
the  War  of  1812. 

Our  subject  is  a  son  of  Thomas  H.  and  Sophia 
(Scott)  Casaday,  natives  of  New  York.  He  is  one  of 
a  family  of  eight  children,  five  now  living:  Charles 
W.  H.,  John  Q.  A.,  Andrew  J.,  Thomas  W.  S.,  and 
Charlotte.  Mr.  Casaday  immedfately  after  his 
marriage  took  charge  of  a  dairy  farm  on  shares, 
and  continued  in  this  work  until  1861.  He  removed 
to  Michigan  in  1862  and  settled  in  Baltimore 
Township,  Barry  County.  Prior  to  coming,  he 
had  traded  fifty  acres  in  New  York,  for  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  in  Baltimore  Township.  This 
was  all  wooded  land,  upon  which  he,  during  the 
year,  succeeded  in  clearing  three  acres  and  build- 
ing a  house,  and  was  then  in  1863,  drafted  into  the 
Union  army.  He  served  in  Company  E,  Four- 
teenth Michigan  Infantry.  During  that  time  he 
was  in  two  large  jtoattles,  one  at  Averysboro  and 
one  at  Bentonville,  N.  C.  He  was  honorably  dis- 
charged at  the  close  of  the  war. 

After  his  return  home  Mr.  Casaday  engaged  in 
farming  and  continued  in  that  pursuit  until  1887, 
when  he  purchased  five  acres  in  the  city  limits  of 
Hastings.  On  this  property  he  built  a  house  and 
lived  there  until  he  erected  a  fine  house  on  State 
Street  where  he  now  resides.  Mr.  Casaday  is  a  man 
of  wealth,  owning,  besides  the  above  mentioned, 
other  property  in  the  city.  Our  subject  has  reared 
a  family  of  six  children,  four  now  living:  Mar- 
cella,  married  Alexander  McGregor,  of  Hastings; 
she  is  the  mother  of  two  children — Cora  and  Willie. 
Frank,  married  Jennie  Nimmo  of  Carlton  Township; 
to  them  have  been  born  three  children — Maud, 
Nellie  and  Charles.  Fred,  a  twin  brother  of  Frank, 
living  in  Carlton  Township.  Alice  M.  the  wife  of 
G.  P.  Gappy  of  Carlton  and  the  mother  of  two 
children — May  R.  and  Fred.  The  two  deceased 
are:  George  W.  and  Charles  H.  The  former  was  a 
soldier  in  the  late  war  and  died  at  Lexington,  Kv., 
in  the  general  hospital  August  16,  1864.  He  was 
a*  private   in    Company    C,    Eleventh    JlicliigfM* 
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Calvary.     The  latter  died  when   three   years   and 
eight  months  old. 

In  politics  Mr.  Casaday  is  a  stanch  supporter  of 
the  Democratic  party  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  He  and  his  wife 
have  been  for  many  years  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  He  has  served  in  the  office  of  School 
Trustee.  Unassuming  in  manner  he  lived  a  straight- 
forward and  upright  life  and  well  deserves  a  repre- 
sentation in  this  volume  which  records  the  life 
work  of  the  honored  pioneers  and  leading  citizens 
of  Barry  County. 


OSES  OLMSTEAD  is  one  of  those  to  whom 
Barry  County  owes  its  agricultural  wealth 
and  advanced  civilization.  For  thirty-six 
3  ears  he  has  lived  here,  working  with  his 
hands  and  planning  with  his  mind,  and  bearing  an 
honest  man's  part  in  the  progress  of  the  section  in 
which  he  makes  his  home.  He  has  a  good  farm 
consisting  of  one  hundred  broad  acres  in  Barry 
Township,  every  foot  of  which  shows  his  skill  and 
energy,  as  the  entire  tract  was  improved  by  himself. 
Mr.  Olmstead  was  born  in  Cortland  County, 
N.  Y.,  January  3,  1822,  his  parents  being  David 
and  Anna  (Freeman)  Olmstead,  who  were  likewise 
natives  of  the  Empire  State.  His  father  died  in 
March,  1844,  at  the  age  of  fifty-two  years  and  his 
mother  in  1873  at  the  age  of  seventy-five.  Both 
belonged  to  the  Baptist  Church  and  are  held  in 
loving  remembrance  by  their  children  and  many 
friends.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject 
was  Moses  Olmsfead,  a  native  of  Connecticut  and 
a  Revolutionary  soldier.  He  settled  in  New  York 
and  died  there  in  1838,  when  seventy-seven  years 
old.  His  father  was  David,  a  native  of  Wales,  who 
with  three  brothers  came  to  America  early  in  the 
eighteenth  century  and  died  while  a  boatman  on 
Lake  Champlain. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  these 
paragraphs  is  one  of  seven  children  born  to  his 
parents,  five  of  whom  still  survive.  He  was  reared 
on  a  farm  and  conned  his  books  in  the  old  fash- 
ioned log  schoolijoqse  with  §lab  benches  and  other 


primitive  fittings.  He  did  not  leave  the  parental 
roof  until  he  was  twenty-two  years  old  and  he  then 
carried  on  farming  for  himself  ten  years  in  his  na- 
tive State.  In  1854  he  came  to  Michigan  and  pur- 
chased land  on  section  26,  of  the  township  that  is 
yet  his  home,  making  a  small  clearing  in  which  to 
put  up  a  log  shanty.  The  country  around  him  was 
the  haunt  of  deer  and  other  wild  animals,  some  of 
which  fell  before  his  muskef.  By  degrees  the  con- 
dition of  the  country  improved  and  his  own  tract 
of  land  became  fruitful  of  crops  suited  to  the  use 
of  man  and  marked  by  buildings  superior  to  his 
original  dwelling  here. 

During  several  decades  Mr.  Olmstead  shared  the 
experiences  of  life  with  a  true-hearted  woman  who 
became  his  wife  in  18.44.  She  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Mary  J.  Crandall,  was  born  in  Chenango 
County,  N.  Y.,in  1829,  and  died  in  Barry  County, 
Mich.,  in  July,  1887.  She  was  a  Christian  gentle- 
woman, her  membership  being  in  the  Weslej-an 
Methodiet  Church.  The  union  resulted  in  the  birth 
of  four  children — Dolly  A.,  Prudence,  Salome  and 
David.  The  only  member  of  the  little  circle  now 
living  is  Dolly,  who  is  the  wife  of  Eli  Nichols  and 
lives  in  Montcalm  County  on  a  farm. 

Mr.  Olmstead  believes  in  the  principles  laid  down 
in  the  Democratic  platform  and  supports  them  on 
every  election  day.  He  is  a  man  of  excellent  moral 
character  and  much  intelligence  and  commands  the 
respect  of  his  fellow- men  in  a  high  degree.  In 
worldly  affairs  he  has  shown  his  ability,  having 
climbed  from  the  bottom  of  the  financial  ladder  to 
a  position  where  comfort  is  assured  and  undue 
anxiety  regarding  the  future  is  done  away  with. 

fifOHN  A.  GREBLE.  A  goodly  number  of 
men  advanced  in  years,  have  after  laboring 
long  and  well  in  various  ways  connected 
(|(@//  with  the  development  of  Barry  County,  re- 
tired from  active  life  to  enjoy  the  competence  to 
which  their  former  industry  fairly  entitles  them. 
One  of  this  number  is  the  gentleman  whose  name 
introduces  this  paragraph.  He  was  a  native  of  the 
Kast,  having  been  born  in  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y., 
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May  20,  1825,  and  .is  the  son  of  Robert  and  Han- 
nah (Allen)  Greble,  natives  of  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
and  Massachusetts  respectively.  The  father  of  our 
subject  was  foreman  of  a  large  cooper  shop,  owned 
by  William  Howland  in  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y. 
He  came  to  Battle  Creek,  Calhoun  County,  in  1845, 
where  he  engaged  as  a  cooper  and  conducted  a 
farm  also.  Robert  Greble  remained  in  Calhoun 
County  during  the  rest  of  his  life.  The  mother  at 
the  advanced  age  of  eighty-two  years  still  resides 
at  Battle  Creek.  They  reared  a  family  of  six  chil- 
dren, three  of  whom  are  now  living,  namely:  Mrs. 
Mary  A.  Stiles,  a  resident  of  Augusta,  Mich.;  John 
A.  and  George  W.,  who  are  engaged  in  farming  at 
Battle  Creek.  The  deceased  are:  Charles  E.;  Mrs. 
T.  P.  Jones,  who  died  at  Detroit  in  the  year  1886; 
and  James  M. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  attended  school  at  Bat- 
tle Creek  until  twenty  years  of  age,  when  he  en- 
gaged to  work  as  a  clerk  in  the  hardware  establish- 
ment of  Pratt,  Rue  <fe  Rogers,  where  he  remained 
until  1869.  During  these  years,  the  firm  changed 
hands  a  number  of  times,  finally  known  as  Eldred 
&  Peters.  Subsequently  he  was  salesman  for  the 
same  house  until  he  came  to  Hastings.  At  this 
place  he  purchased  the  share  of  Mr.  Robinson  in  the 
firm  of  Robinson  &  Wightman.  During  a  period 
of  three  years  the  house  was  known  as  Wightman 
&  Greble,  when  they  took  in  Mark  Russell  as  part- 
ner, the  firm  then  ^being  Greble  &  Russell  for  a 
period  of  eight  years.  A£ter  retiring  for  a  few 
years,  Mr.  Greble  re-entered  the  firm  then  known 
as  Greble,  Powers  &  Barlow.  After  a  short  period 
Mr.  Barlow  left  the  establishment,  leaving  the  work 
with  his  partners.  After  several  more  changes  Mr. 
Greble  in  1888  retired  from  the  business. 

Mr.  Greble  wishing  to  enter  a  new  branch  of 
work,  purchased  a  half-interest  in  a  large  store 
building,  22x100  feet  in  dimensions,  in  which  three 
stores  are  operated.  He  was  financially  very  suc- 
cessful through  life.  He  helped  organize  the  Hast- 
ings City  Bank,  and  was  Director  and  stockholder 
in  the  same.  He  also  owned  shares  of  stock  in  the 
furniture  and  whip  factories  at  Hastings,  and  the 
chair  and  table  factory.  Mr.  Greble  owned  several 
farms  in  the  county,  and  loaned  money  to  other 
farmers,     He  purchased  and  built  a  large  and  com- 


modious house  on  Green  Street,  where  he  resided 
in  peace  and  plenty  until  his  death  on  the  25th  of 
March,  1891. 

Mr.  Greble  had  been  twice  married,  his  first  wife 
Miss  Carrie  Cantine,  of  Battle  Creek,  dying  May  30, 
1878,  while  on  a  visit  to  her  birthplace.  Her  death 
was  very  sudden,  caused  by  heart  disease,  she  dy- 
ing before  her  husband  could  reach  Battle  Creek. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  Henry  and  Caroline  M. 
Cantine.  His  first  marriage  was  blessed  by  two 
children,  namely  :  Belle,  who  married  Ira  Van  Val- 
ken burgh;  she  is  the  mother  of  one  child,  Kate. 
His  son,  Fred  W.,  received  a  military  education  at 
Orchard  Lake  Military  School  near  Detroit.  He  is 
now  engaged  as  clerk  in  the  furniture  store  of  his 
brother-in-law,  Mr.  Van  Valkenburgh.  His  second 
wife,  Miss  Minnie  A.  Butler,  a  native  of  Marshall, 
Calhoun  County,  Mich.,  is  the  daughter  of  Edward 
and  Densie  J.  (Gates)  Butler.  This  faithful  and 
efficient  companion,  has  made  their  home  an  at- 
tractive and  pleasant  one  to  all  their  acquaintances. 
Mr.  Greble  cast  his  vote  with  the  Republican 
party. 

The  following  obituary  is  taken  from  a  local  pa- 
per, and  shows  in  wThat  high  regard  he  was  held  in 
the  community  in  which  he  lived: 

%'The  city  was  never  more  startled  by  the  an- 
nouncement of  a  sudden  visit  of  the  death  angel 
than  yesterday  evening,  when  the  report  was  spread 
of  the  death  of  John  A.  Greble,  which  occurred  at 
his  home  at  6:30,  from  heart  failure.  While  it  was 
known  that  his  health  had  long  been  very  poor, 
none  except  those  most  intimately  acquainted  with 
him  felt  that  his  condition  was  dangerous,  and  none 
expected  the  end  was  so  near  at  hand.  Only  Tues- 
day he  attended  a  directors'  meeting  of  the  Chair 
Company,  and  except  for  a  condition  of  great  phy- 
sical weakness,  he  was  apparently  as  well  as  he  had 
been  for  several  weeks.  His  mind  was  as  clear  as  a 
bell,  his  disposition  as  genial  and  lively  as  his 
friends  had  ever  seen  it.  That  evening,  at  his 
home,  he  closed  the  contract  for  the  steam  plant 
for  the  new  factory,  and  exhibited  the  same  keen 
business  ability  and  energy  that  had  ever  character- 
ized him. 

aJohn  A.  Greble  was  born  in  the  State  of  New 
York  in  1835.  Early  in  the  '50s  his  parents  re- 
moved to  Battle  Creek.  When  a  young  man,  he 
entered  a  hardware  store  as  clerk,  and  soon  made 
of  himself  a  master  of  that  business.  In  1869  he 
removed  to  this  city,  and  became,  associated  with  R, 
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B.  Wightman  in  the  hardware  business.  Afterward 
he  was  associated  successively  with  Marcus  Russell, 
William  F.  Powers,  W.  E.  Powers  and  Charles  Bar- 
low, and  the  last  time  with  W.  E.  Powers,  and 
finally,  for  a  short  time,  conducted  the  business 
alone.  He  was  a  keen,  accurate,  far  sighted,  busi- 
ness man,  who  had  the  most  thorough  mastery  of 
every  detail  of  his  business.  He  made  a  pro- 
nounced success  of  business,  because  of  his  excep- 
tional business  capacity.  For  several  years  he  had 
been  out  of  active  affairs  owing  to  continued  ill- 
health,  and  spent  his  time  in  travel  and  the  care  of 
his  large  property  interests. 

uMr.  Greble  was  a  man  whom  one  must  know 
well,  even  intimately,  to  value  at  his  real  worth. 
While  affable  and  frank,  he  yet  lived  much  within 
himself,  only  his  own  family  and  very  close  friends 
knowing  the  real  man.  To  know  him  well  was  to 
admire  his  qualities  of  head  and  heart.  The  soul 
of  integrity,  of  the  most  unimpeachable  honesty, 
with  a  just  appreciation  of  the  verities  of  life,  he 
went  straight  ahead  in  the  course  his  judgment  and 
conscience  directed.  He  was  a  man  of  great  deci- 
sion, iron  resolution,  and  yet  with  a  broad  mind, 
that  made  him  deferential  to  the  opinions  of  others. 
He  valued  and  trusted  his  friends,  and  deeply  loved 
his  home  and  the  dear  ones  there.  None  who  knew 
him  well  could  but  admire  his  splendid  business 
ability,  nor  could  they  fail  to  give  him  a  warm 
place  in  their  hearts  for  his  kindly,  genial  nature, 
and  his  unaffected  ways  of  showing  his  apprecia- 
tion. In  his  death  Hastings  loses  one  of  the  best 
and  most  successful  business  men  in  her  history, 
society  a  man  who  loved  plain,  direct,  sincere 
friendship,  and  his  family  a  loving  and  tender  hus- 
band and  father.  And  there  will  go  to  the  homes 
of  the  mourning  ones  the  sincere  sympttthy  of  all." 


>^N*£-« — »: 


/&% RENVILLE  S.  BEARDSLEY,  the  leading 
jf /  _,  photographic  artist  of  Charlotte*  Eaton 
^^j[  County,  was  born  at  North  field,  Summit 
County,  Ohio,  November  4,  1841.  His  father,  the 
Rev.  Leonard  E.  Beardsley,  was  born  in  the  State 
of  New  York  in  1815.  He  was  a  son  of  Everitt 
Beardsley,  who  was  a  native  of  Vermont,  and  was 
of  early  English  ancestry.  From  Vermont  he  went 
to  New  York,  and  thence  to  Michigan,  and  was 
among  its  early  pioneers,  subsequently  moving  to 
Ohio.     He  followed  l|i§  tra,de  a§  a.  carpenter  until 


he  took  up  his  abode  in  Wisconsin  where  he  opened 
up  a  farm.  We  next  hear  of  him  in  Illinois,  where 
his  pilgrimage  was  brought  to  a  close  by  his  death 
at  a  ripe  age. 

The  Rev.  Leonard  E.  Beardsley  was  ten  years 
old  when  his  parents  migrated  to  the  forest  wilds  of 
this  State.  He  was  naturally  of  a  thoughtful, 
studious  turn  of  mind  and  a  very  apt  scholar,  and 
he  seized  every  opportunity  to  secure  an  education. 
When  Oberlin  College  opened  its  portals  to  all  that 
desired  learning,  he  became  a  student  of  the  first 
class  taught  within  its  walls.  He  afterwards 
attended  the  Western  Reserve  College  at  Hudson, 
Ohio,  where  he  pursued  an  excellent  course  of 
study.  He  was  originally  a  Congregational ist  in 
his  religious  belief,  but  he  later  joined  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church,  and  became  a  well-known 
expounder  of  that  faith.  W7hen  he  first  became  a 
member  of  the  conference  it  embraced  parts  of 
Ohio,  New  York  and  Pennsylvania.  He  preached 
at  different  places  in  the  circuit,  and  was  very  influ- 
ential in  building  up  his  beloved  church.  He 
continued  in  active  service  until  1882,  when  he  was 
superannuated,  and  after  that  lived  in  retirement  at 
Richmond  Center,  Ohio,  calmly  awaiting  the  great 
end  of  life  that  came  to  him  June  14,  1889.  He 
was  always  a  studious  man,  always  learning  some- 
thing that  profited  him,  keeping  well  posted  in 
public  affairs,  and  he  had  the  reputation  of  being 
one  of  the  finest  Latin  scholars  in  the  country. 
He  was  a  man  of  pure,  lofty,  earnest  character,  and 
none  knew  him  but  to  revere  him.  The  maiden 
name  of  his  wife  was  Nancy  M.  Cranmer.  She 
was  a  native  of  New  York  State,  and  a  daughter  of 
Abram  and  Nancy  (Voster)  Cranmer.  She  died 
at  Pierpont,  Ashtabula  County,  Ohio,  leaving  two 
children — Livingston  E.,  a  resident  of  Defiance, 
Ohio,  and  our  subject. 

He  of  whom  we  write  passed  his  early  life  in  the 
various  places  where  his  father  held  pastorates  at 
different  times.  His  early  education  was  obtained 
in  the  city  schools  of  Cleveland.  He  subsequently 
became  a  student  at  Geauga  Seminary  at  Chester, 
Ohio,  and  after  that  entered  the  Northwestern 
Normal  School  of  Pennsylvania,  at  Edenboro,  Erie 
County.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  adopted  the 
profession  of  teacher,  having  charge  of  a  school  at 
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Richmond,  Ashtabula  County.  He  was  thus  en- 
gaged when  the  war  broke  out,  and  with  the  enthu- 
siastic ardor  of  youth  and  a  patriotic  love  of  coun- 
try, he  threw  aside  everything  to  enlist  in  the 
defense  of  the  stars  and  stripes,  being  among  the 
first  to  respond  to  the  call  of  the  Government  for 
troops,  enlisting  April  29,  1861,  in  Company  I, 
Nineteenth  Ohio  Infantry.  His  regiment  went  to 
the  front  and  did  gallant  service  at  the  battle  of 
Rich  Mountain,  W.  Va.,  and  in  other  engagements 
until  the  expiration  of  its  term  of  enlistment  in 
August  of  that  year. 

It  was  after  his  discharge  from  the  army  that 
our  subject  entered  the  Northwestern  Normal, 
where  he  studied  diligently  and  made  the  best  of 
the  superior  advantages  afforded  by  that  school 
to  its  pupils.  He  attended  the  Normal  until  1865, 
and  then  turned  his  attention  to  acquiring  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  art  of  photography.  *  He  learned  the 
profession  at  Cleveland,  and  commenced  to  prac- 
tice it  at  various  places  in  Northern  Ohio  for  a 
time.  He  next  began  the  study  of  telegraphy,  and 
became  an  expert  operator  before  he  accepted  a 
position  in  that  line  and  also  as  station  agent  at 
Coopersville,  Ottawa  County,  Mich.  He  subse- 
quently acted  in  the  same  edacity  at  Ovid,  Clinton 
County,  and  Owosso,  Shiawasse  County. 

In  1880  our  subject  resumed  his  old  profession 
as  photographer  at  Defiance,  Ohio,  whence  he  came 
to  the  capital  city  of  this  State  in  1883,  and  bought 
a  half  interest  in  a  gallery  there,  and  operated  it 
nearly  a  ye&v.  In  1887  he  left  Lansing,  and  came 
to  Charlotte,  established  a  gallery  in  this  city,  and 
in  the  few  years  that  he  has  resided  here  has 
acquired  a  large  business,  his  patrons  being  among 
the  best  people  in  the  city  and  county,  and  he  has 
gained  a  high  reputation  for  skill  and  taste  in  his 
art  that  places  him  at  the  head  of  his  profession  in 
this  part  of  the  State. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  with  Miss  Mary  E. 
Clark,  took  place  October  1st,  1867,  has  been  one 
of  mutual  felicity,  and  has  been  blessed  by  the 
birth  of  two  children,  Bessie  and  Frank.  Mrs. 
Beardsley  is  a  native  of  Lebanon,  Pa.,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Eliza  (Cramer)  Clark,  also 
natives  of  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beardsley 
are  people  of  social  prominence,  and  they  under- 


stand well  the  art  of  true  hospitality,  as  is  well 
known  by  those  who  have  been  entertained  at  their 
attractive  home.  They  are  valued  members  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  and  are  active  in  its  every 
good  work.  Politically  Mr.  Beardsley  is  a  stanch 
Republican.  He  is  a  member  of  A.  S.  Williams 
Post,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Charlotte  and  also  a  member  of 
the  Masonic  order,  having  attained  the  Royal  Arch 
degree. 


-#»4^ 
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PATON,  who  carries  on  farm- 
raising  on  section  8,  Baltimore 
IlLszf)  Township,  Barry  County,  is  a  representative 
of  one  of  the  early  families  of  that  county.  His 
parents,  David  and  Caroline  (Spaulding)  Paton, 
were  both  natives  of  the  Empire  State,  the  former 
born  August  12,  1834,  and  the  latter  in  1840.  He 
came  to  Michigan  in  the  spring  of  1844,  and  re- 
sided for  a  quarter  of  a  century  in  Lenawee  County, 
after  which  he  came  to  Barry  County.  Everett 
was  then  a  lad  of  seven  summers.  He  is  the  eldest 
of  the  family  which  numbers  six  children:  Norton, 
the  second  in  order  of  birth,  married  Miss  Eva 
Barnaby;  William  is  still  single;  Emma  is  the  wife 
of  Herbert  Snyder,  son  of  Dr.  Snyder  of  Hastings; 
and  Esther  and  Mildred  are  still  with  their  parents. 
Our  subject  claims  Michigan  as  the  State  of  his 
nativity.  He  was  born  on  the  28th  of  October, 
1862,  in  Lenawee  County,  where  the  first  seven 
years  of  his  life  were  spent  and  then  came  to  Barry 
County  with  the  family.  In  its  district  schools  he 
acquired  his  education  which  was  supplemented  by 
reading  and  observation  until  he  has  made  himself 
a  well-informed  man.  In  the  summer  months  he 
aided  his  father  on  the  farm  and  the  occupation  to 
which  he  was  reared  has  been  his  life  work.  On 
the  12th  of  March,  1883,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Clarissa  Hendershot,  the  wedding  cere- 
mony being  performed  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hunsberger 
in  the  city  of  Hastings.  The  lady  was  born  March 
24,  1863,  on  the  farm  which  is  to-day  her  home. 
Her  father,  Robert  E.  Hendershot,  married  Caroline 
Cooper,  who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  April  6, 
1837,  and  during  the  late  war  he  was  killed  while 
battling  for  his  country.     Jn  the  family  were  four 
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children,  of  whom  the  eldest  daughters  (twins)  are 
now  deceased;  William  A.  resides  upon  a  farm 
within  a  half  mile  of  this  place.  * 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paton  has  been  born  one 
child,  a  son,  Robert  E.,  who  was  named  for  his 
Grandfather  Hendershot.  Mr.  Paton  is  a  member 
of  the  Odd  Fellows  society  and  for  two  terms  was 
Secretary  of  the  Patrons  of  Industry,  in  which  he 
holds  membership  and  was  Guide  of  the  local 
organization.  He  is  one  of  the  enterprising  and 
wide-awake  young  farmers  of  Baltimore  Township 
and  bids  fair  to  become  one  of  its  well-to-do  citi- 
zens if  he  follows  out  the  business  policy  which  he 
has  made  his  standard  hitherto. 


\l7AMES  HARVEY  WHEELER.  The  late 
J.  H.  Wheeler  was  a  resident  of  Hamlin 
Township,  Eaton  County,  for  more  than 
forty  years,  and  having  come  hither  when 
the  country  was  much  less  thickly  populated  than 
now,  he  had  a  share  in  what  may  be  called  pioneer 
work  and  experience.  In  his  early  life  he  was 
apprenticed  to  a  carpenter  and  after  coming  West 
he  did  considerable  work  at  his  trade,  principally 
in  making  coffins  to  supply  the  demand  in  his 
vicinity.  He  also  erected  a  planing-mill  and  sash 
and  door  factory,  which  he  carried  on  in  addition 
to  cultivating  a  farm.  He  bought  eighty -seven 
acres  of  land  on  section  33  and  himself  did  the 
clearing  and  breaking,  living  in  a  little  shanty 
which  he  put  up  to  shelter  him  until  a  substantial 
frame  house  could  be  built.  Here  he  made  his 
home  and  in  time  had  a  fair  and  fruitful  estate. 
He  later  added  to  his  land  until  he  had  one  hun- 
died  and  ninety-four  acres. 

Mr.  Wheeler  was  born  in  Waterbury,  Conn., 
April  24,  1815,  dying  in  1868.  His  parents  were 
James  and  Phebe  (Sanford)  Wheeler,  who  removed 
from  their  former  home  to  Enfield,  Tompkins 
County,  N.  Y.,  during  his  early  childhood  and 
later  went  to  Chemung  County,  N.  Y.  Still  later 
they  removed  to  Portage  County,  Ohio,  where  the 
son  attained  to  his  majority  and  married  Miss 
Silence  Collins,     With  this  lady  he  came  to  Michi- 


gan in  1843,  but  of  her  companionship  he  was 
bereft  December  16,  1854,  when  she  breathed  her 
last.  Their  union  had  been  blest  by  the  birth  of 
two  children,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  while 
the  other,  Orson  H.,  lived  to  maturity,  married 
Sarah  M.  Upham  and  established  his  home  in  Ham- 
lin Township. 

A  second  marriage  was  made  by  Mr.  Wheeler, 
his  bride  being  Miss  Lucretia  Cochran,  who  was 
born  in  Bennington  County,  Vt.,  May  4,  1818. 
Two  children  was  born  of  this  union:  Irving  J. 
and  Frank  A.  The  elder  of  these  was  born  May 
30,  1857,  and  is  still  living  in  Hamlin  Township. 
He  married  Miss  Saftie  L.  Cochran  and  they  have 
the  following  children:  Alice  L.,  born  March  31, 
1883;  Annie  J.,  May  9,  1885;  Mabel  A.,  April 
7,1888;  and  Fanny  M.,  November  3,1889.  Frank, 
the  younger  son  of  our  subject,  is  now  a  resident 
of  Portland,  Oregon. 

Mr.  Wheeler  was  not  what  would  be  called  a 
politician,  although  he  was  always  desirous  of 
understanding  part}'  questions  and  conscientiously 
deposited  his  ballot.  In  early  life  he  was  a  Whig 
and  later  supported  the  Free  Soil  party.  He  was 
a  sincere  Christian,  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  and^  man  whose  life  was  char- 
acterized by  strict  integrity  and  honorable  deal- 
ings. 


ARTIN  BRADFORD.  Among  the  men 
who  are  successfully  prosecuting  an  agri- 
cultural career  in  Hamlin  Township,  Eaten 
County,  is  Martin  Bradford,  one  of  the 
native-born  citizens  and  a  good  representative  of 
the  progressive  element.  His  estate  is  a  well-regu- 
lated one,  amply  supplied  with  modern  machinery, 
stocked  with  good  grades  of  domestic  animals  and 
having  upon  it  one  of  the  finest  barns  in  the  town- 
ship and  many  other  substantial  buildings.  Mr. 
Bradford  was  born  on  his  estate  March  24,  1844, 
it  being  the  original  location  of  his  father  upon 
coming  West.  His  education  was  obtained  in  the 
district  schools  and  he  aided  his  father  in  cultivat- 
ing the  farm  until  he  grew  to  manhood. 

Mr.  Bradford  established  his  household  April  12, 
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1877,  he  being  on  that  day  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Martha  Bradford,  daughter  of  William  Brad- 
ford  of  Jackson  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William 
Bradford  located  there  in  1840.  Their  family 
comprised  four  children— William,  Sarah,  Charles 
and  Martha.  The  elder  son  enlisted  in  the  Thir- 
teenth Michigan  Infantry  and  died  in  South  Caro- 
lina from  disease  while  on  the  march  to  the  sea. 
The  younger  son  now  lives  near  Battle  Creek  with 
his  wife,  formerly  Miss  Jessie  Wordsworth.  The 
elder  daughter  married  Elias  Finch  and  their  home 
is  in  Bourbon  County,  Kan.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brad- 
ford, of  this  notice,  have  two  children — William 
M.  born  February  25,  1878,  and  Mary  S.,  March 
20,  1879. 

Public-spirited  and  progressive  Mr.  Bradford  is 
a  valued  citizen  and  a  liberal  supporter  of  all  public 
enterprises  which  have  for  their  object  the  general 
good.  He  has  been  prominently  identified  with  the 
upbuilding  of  the  community  and  in  the  work  of 
advancement  and  progress  has  borne  no  inconsidera- 
ble part.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  consistent  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


-M-g*S*^g^~H- 


<|  JMLLARD  FOtLETT.  Attention,  method 
\^J//  and  industry  are  the  foundation  stones  of 
Ww  success  in  business.  To  those  who  labor 
faithfully  success  almost  invariably  comes,  and  to 
none  has  it  come  in  a  greater  measure  than  to  the 
gentlemam  above  mentioned.  His  home  is  situated 
on  section  9,  Bellevue  Township,  and  is  one  of  the 
finest  farms  in  Eaton  County.  Mr.  Follett's  par- 
ents, Ephraim  and  Diana  (Higgins)  Follett,  were 
natives  of  the  States  of  Connecticut  and  Massa- 
chusetts respectively.  His  grandfather  was  a  farmer 
in  Connecticut  and  died  there  in  J  816.  The  grand- 
mother lived  to  a  great  age  and  died  in  1872.  His 
ancestors  came  from  France  over  two  hundred 
years  ago. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  stonemason  by 
trade,  and  followed  that  business  in  the  State  of 
Massachusetts  until  the  spring  of  1836,  then  came 
to  Michigan  and  during  the  same  year  returned 
and  brought  his  family  back  with  him,  coming  by 


team  from  Detroit.  He  purchased  a  part  of  the 
homestead  where  his  son  now  resides  and  built  on 
the  same  a  log  house  into  which  he  moved  December 
24,  in  the  same  year.  He  was  the  first  person  to 
locate  in  North  Bellevue  Township,  and  his  only 
neighbors  were  Indians.  There  was  no  road  through 
the  forest  but  an  old  Indian  trail,  and  the  woods 
abounded  in  game. 

A  few  years  later  Mr.  Follett  built  a  log  house 
a  few  #feet  from  where  our  subject's  home  now 
stands,  and  this  house  was  known  far  and  near  as 
the  Follet  Inn.  The  old  sign  that  proclaimed  this 
house  uone  where  man  and  beast  could  procure 
shelter,"  is  still  in  the  possession  of  our  subject. 
This  was  in  the  days  when  his  father  settled  here, 
before  the  Indians  were  expelled  from  Michigan 
and  when  old  Saba  was  chief  of  the  Pottawatomies. 
The  chief  was  a  firm  friend  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Follett, 
and  they  often  entertained  him  in  their  home. 
.  Ephraim  Follett  had  the  contract  of  carrying  the 
mail  between  Bellevue  and  Ionia  for  a  great  many 
years,  when  there  was  no  more  than  he  could  carry 
in  his  vest  pocket.  He  served  as  one  of  the  school 
officers  and  was  County  Commissioner  for  some 
years.  He  was  successful  in  all  the  affairs  of  life, 
and  was  a  member  of  the  Universalist  Church.  He 
died  May  6,  1864. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  born  March  18, 
1806.  Her  father  was  Samuel  Higgins,  of  whom 
reference  is  made  in  the  sketch  of  Sylvester  Hig- 
gins. She  was  very  ambitious,  and  was  the  main- 
slay  and  help  of  her  husband  in  the  early  days. 
She  made  all  the  clothing. for  the  family,  preparing 
the  flax  and  wool  from  which  the  clothing  was 
woven.  She  died  May  30,  1886.  She  and  her  hus- 
band are  buried  in  the  cemetery  on  the  Follett 
homestead.  They  were  the  parents  of  five  chil- 
dren: Ephraim,  Edward,  William  and  Willard 
(twins)  and  Oliver.  Two  of  these  sons  served  in 
Michigan  regiments  during  the  War  of  the  Rebell- 
ion. The  last  named  died  on  board  the  boat  just 
as  it  reached  New  York  on  his  return  from  the 
army. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  August  15, 
1841,  and  reared  on  the  home  farm,  helping  his 
father  in  all  the  work,  in  driving  oxen  and  riding 
horses  when  but  a  mere  boy.   He  became  an  expert 
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ox-driver,  often  managing  six  yoke  at  once.  He 
attended  the  common  schools  until  twenty  years 
of  age,  after  which  he  attended  one  term  at  Belle- 
vue.  Upon  completing  his  education  he  taught 
three  winter  terms  of  schools  in  this  vicinity,  and 
when  his  father  died  he  took  charge  of  the  home 
farm. 

The  family  remained  together  for  a  few  years, 
and  our  subject  and  his  brother  Oliver  conducted 
the  farm  until  the  latter  was  twenty-one  years  of 
age.  Oliver  then  left  home  and  our  subject  took 
charge  with  his  mother  until  her  death,  at  which 
time  he  began  operating  the  farm  for  himself, 
and  made  all  the  improvements  that  now  make 
it  one  of  the  best  in  the  vicinity.  In  1870  he 
built  a  barn  32x36  feet  in  dimensions,  and  fenced 
off  the  farm  into  convenient  fields.  He  now  has 
one  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  plowed  ground. 
He  has  erected  a  windmill  and  tank  for  watering 
his  stock,  and  uses  all  the  modern  machinery  for 
improving  his  farm.  He  is  especially  interested  in 
stock,  has  good  grades  of  cattle,  Jerseys  and  Dur- 
ham, and  at  one  time  with  his  brother  had  six  hun- 
dred head  of  fine  wool  sheep.  He  now  has  nine 
head  of  draft  and  road  horses.  He  has  taken  many 
premiums  at  county  fairs  on  his  full  blooded  Jer- 
seys, of  which  he  has  a  fine  lot. 

Wiilard  Follett  was  united  in  marriage  Decem- 
ber 18,  1873,  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Gay  ton,  a  native  of 
England.  Mrs.  Follett  was  born  February  17, 
1841,  and  accompanied  her  parents  to  America 
when  but  a  small  child.  She  was  reared  in  this 
State  and  received  her  education  at  the  Belle  vue 
High  School.  After  her  school  days  she  learned 
dressmaking,  and  was  engaged  in  the  business  in  an 
establishment  of  her  own  at  Belle  vue.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Follett  are  the  parents  of  two  children — Edward 
W.  and  George  G. 

Mr.  Follett  has  been  School  Asse&sor  and  Mod- 
erator, and  was  at  one  time  Master  of  the  Grange 
at  Bellevue,  and  is  at  present  Steward  of  the  lodge. 
He  is  also  Vice  President  of  the  Patrons  of  Indus- 
try at  Bellevue.  In  political  sentiment  he  is  a 
supporter  of  Republican  principles.  His  religious 
belief  is  that  of  a  Spiritualist.  He  is  prominent  in 
the  township,  and  is  well  informed  upon  all  mat- 
ters relating  to  agriculture,  and  such  as  will  tend 


to  in  any  way  elevate  the  social  and  moral  standing 
of  the  community.  He  and  his  wife  are  well  and 
favorably  known,  and  exert  a  beneficial  influence 
over  their  associates. 


YLVESTER  RUMSEY  has  a  position  of 
prominence  among  the  farmers  of  Eaton 
County,  the  center  of  his  agricultural  opera- 
tions being  in  Windsor  Township.  He  is  a 
native  of  the  State,  born  in  Lenawee  County,  July 
28,  1843,  and  in  the  paternal  line  of  Irish  descent. 
The  father,  Thomas  Rumsey,  was  born  in  Belfast, 
Ireland,  November  27,  1793,  and  emigrated  to 
America  soon  after  he  entered  his  teens.  He  lived 
in  Central  New  York  until  after  he  had  grown  to 
manhood  aud  there  he  married  Rhoda  Sawdey,  who 
was  born  in  Onondaga  County,  June  3,  1802.  The 
wedding  ceremony  took  place  June  14,  1819,  and 
for  half  a  century  the  good  couple  shared  life's  joys 
and  sorrows.  Mr.  Rumsey  was  then  called  hence, 
breathing  his  last  in  1869.  Mrs.  Rumsey  survived 
until  March,  1878. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  came  to  Michigan 
while  it  was  yet  a  Territory  and  settled  in  what 
afterward  became  Lenawee*  County.  After  six 
y ears'  residence  there  they  remored  to  Calhoun 
County,  making  their  home  in  Marengo  Township, 
but  later  coming  to  Eaton  County  and  establishing 
themselves  near  Charlotte.  They  were  highly  re- 
spected by  their  acquaintances,  as  they  were  hos- 
pitable, kindly  and  industrious,  and  lived  consistent 
Christian  lives.  Both  were  identified  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  from  their  early  years. 
Mr.  Rumsey  possessed  the  true  public  spirit  and 
gave  his  aid  and  countenance  to  every  laudable 
enterprise  that  came  before  the  people.  His  polit- 
ical affiliation  was  with  the  Republican  party  and 
he  was  at  the  gathering  in  Jackson  when  it  was 
organized. 

The  family  of  which  our  subject  was  a  member 
included  twelve  sons  and  daughters,  and  of  the 
others  we  make  the  following  mention:  Nancy  J., 
born  July  20,  1824,  married  James  A.  Camp,  lo- 
cated in  Eaton  County  and  died  here  in  August, 
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1885:  Jonathan  G.,  born  October  5,  1826,  lives  in 
Muskegon  County ;  Charity  A.,  born  March  5, 1828, 
married  J.  C.  Duffey,  who  died  in  the  Union  ser- 
vice, and  she  passed  away  in  Adrian;  Jerusha, 
born  September  20,  1829,  died  August  31,  1830; 
Matilda,  born  May  30,  1832,  is  the  wife  of  H.  H. 
Cadwell,  of  Ionia,  who  served  in  the  Eleventh 
Michigan  Cavalry  three  and  a  half  years;  Maria, 
born  January  25,  1834,  married  Isaac  Hoyt  and 
lives  in  Gratiot  County;  Sarah,  born  June  14, 
1835,  is  the  wife  of  Samuel  J.  Stores,  of  Calhoun 
County;  Amelia,  born  February  14,  1837,  lives  in 
Eaton  County  and  is  the  wife  of  John  Dean  ;  Diana, 
born  November  14,  1838,  is  the  wife  of  Isaac 
Mosher,  of  Eaton  County  who  was  a  Union  soldier; 
Eliza  A.,  born  August  25,  1841,  died  in  her  youth; 
Harriet  A.,  born  February  22,  1846,  married  J.  R. 
Hath,  a  Union  soldier,  and  died  in  Nebraska. 

The   gentleman    whose    name   introduces    these 
paragraphs  was  educated  in  the   common  schools 
and  has  gained  much  of  his  present  fund  of  knowl- 
edge by  personal  effort  and  observation  since  he 
grew  to  manhood.     He  was  quite  small  when  his 
parents  came  to  Eaton    County  and  he  grew  with 
the  growth  of  this  section  and  worked  for  its  devel- 
opment even  from  his  boyhood.  A  short  time  after 
his   twentieth    birthday  he   enlisted,  and   his  name 
was  attached   to  the  muster  roll  of  Company  D, 
Ninth  Michigan  Infantry  in  September,  1863,  and 
his  oath  of  allegiance  taken  at  Jackson.     He  was 
immediately  sent  to  his  regiment  at  Chattanooga, 
Tenn.,  and  with  it  bore  a  hand   in    the   capture  of 
Atlanta  and   then   followed   the  fortunes  of  Gen. 
Thomas  as  a  part  of  his  bodyguard.    The  regiment 
became  known  as  "Gen.  Thomas'  pets,"  and   there 
was  not  a  man  in  the  ranks  who  did  not  look  with 
affection   on  their  commander.     It  will  be  remem- 
bered by  historians  that  Gen.  Thomas  looked  after 
the  rebel  Hood,  while  Sherman   marched  down  to 
the  sea.     Mr.   Rumsey  had  experience  in  forced 
marches  and  all  the  strange  movements  character- 
istic of  a  campaign  of  this  kind,  and  at  length  took 
part  in  a  skirmish  of  considerable  severity  at  Nash- 
ville.    With  his  comrades  he  then  went  on  a  chase 
after  Gen.  Forrest,  but  taking  the  smallpox  was  sent 
to  the  smallpox  hospital,  amd  three   months  later 
transferred  to  Detroit.     When  convalescent  he  was 


sent  home  on  furlough  and  September  6,  1865,  re- 
turned to  Jackson,  where  he  was  discharged  about 
three  weeks  later. 

December  18,  1865,  Mr.  Rumsey  was  married  to 
Miss  Isabel  Fleming,  who  bore  him  one  son — Flynn. 
The  wife  and  mother  was  called  from  time  to  eter- 
nity May  7,  1874,  and  Mr.  Rumsey  subsequently 
married  Miss  Cora  V.  Carman,  daughter  of  G.  F. 
and  Louisa  (Potter)  Carman.  This  lady  was  born 
in  Potterville,  Eaton  County,  September  11,  1854. 
She  is  an  efficient  housekeeper,  a  good  neighbor 
and  a  Christian  believer,  having  membership  with 
her  husband  in  the  Seventh  Day  Advent  Church. 
The  present  Mrs.  Rumsey  is  the  mother  of  two  liv- 
ing children,  Lee  Z.  and  O.  V.,  and  lost  two  in 
infancy. 

Mr.  Rumsey  belongs  to  Dimondale  Post,  No. 
107,  G.  A.  R.,  and  to  the  Improved  Order  of  Red 
Men.  He  served  as  Township  Treasurer  two  years. 
Politically,  he  is  a  Republican.  In  his  business 
transactions  he  displays  the  strictest  integrity  and 
his  standing  in  society  is  high. 


&M  RCHIE  McCOY,  Mayor  of  Hastings  and 
WfU.\    an  extensive  dealer  in  the  furniture   busi- 
I    ili    ness,  although  quite  a  young  man,  has  risen 
H^  to  prominence  among  the  business  men  of 

the  place  and  taken  an  influential  position  as  a  citi- 
zen. He  is  President  of  the  Hastings  Furniture 
Company  which  is  doing  a  large  business,  sending 
their  goods  to  all  parts  of  the  United  States.  He 
is  also  Treasurer  of  the  Hastings  Building  &  Loan 
Association  and  is  in  various  ways  identified  with 
the  interests  of  the  city  in  all  that  will  add  to  its 
material  advancement  and  elevate  its  moral  and 
educational   status. 

The  birthplace  of  Mayor  McCoy  was  Brockport, 
N.  Y.,  and  his  natal  day  July  11,  1853.  He  is  a 
son  of  George  B.  and  Ellen  E.  (Burke)  McCoy, 
natives  of  Ireland  and  England  respectively,  who 
came  to  America  prior  to  their  marriage.  The 
father  learned  the  trade  of  a  machinist  at  Brock- 
port  and  followed  the  same  there  some  years.     In 
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a  neighboring  grain  field  he  set  up  the  first  reaper 
manufactured  by  McCormick,  and  discovered  that 
the  grain  would  wind  up  on  the  end  wheel,  known 
as  the  dividing  wheel,  on  the  cutting  platform.  Fie 
therefore  procured  a  clapboard  and  nailed  it  from 
the  point  past  the  wheel,  a  device  which  was  after- 
wards  patented  by  the  company. 

Mr.  McCoy  was  a  practical  machinist  and  became 
well  known  around  his  Eastern  home  for  his  ability 
in  all  affairs  connected  with  his  trade.  He  accum- 
ulated some  means  and  when  he  came  to  this  State 
in  1854,  he  was  able  to  invest  in  property*  near 
Hastings,  but  having  left  his  property  in  the  hands 
of  a  church  deacon,  who  disposed  of  it  and  de- 
camped, Mr.  McCoy  was  without  means  and 
hence  he  was  unable  to  hold  the  place  he  had  bar- 
gained for.  He  then  located  on  a  forty-acre  tract. 
Hastings  was  at  that  time  a  village  containing  but 
a  few  log  buildings.  Here  Mr.  McCoy  located  and 
in  the  vicinity  he  cleared  five  farms,  each  of  which 
he  sold  after  it  had  been  fitted  for  cultivation. 
About  1862  he  enlisted  as  a  private,  but  was  de- 
tailed as  a  detective  with  the  rank  of  Captain  and 
was  in  the  service  some  two  years.  After  his  return 
from  the  army  he  spent  four  years  on  his  farm, 
then  took  up  his  residence  in  the  town  of  Hastings 
where  he  remained  until  called  hence  in  1875.  He 
was  a  man  of  activity  and  did  much  toward  open- 
ing up  and  improving  Barry  County,  throughout 
which  he  enjoyed  a  large  acquaintance  and  was 
highly  respected.  He  and  his  wife  were  members 
of  the  Episcopal  Church.  Mrs.  McCoy  survived 
her  husband  some  years,  dying  in  April,  1888. 
Their  family,  which  originally  included  three  chil- 
dren, is  now  represented  by  our  subject  alone. 
The  second  child,  George  B.,  died  when  four  years 
old,  and  the  youngest,  Sarah  E.,  at  the  age  of  fif- 
teen years. 

When  but  an  infant  Mayor  McCoy  was  brought 
ta  Barry  County  by  his  honored  parents,  and  his 
early  life  was  spent  on  the  farm  in  the  pursuit  of 
home  duties  and  the  acquirement  of  a  common- 
school  education.  He  did  much  hard  work  in  help- 
ing to  clear  land,  and  put  up  swamp  hay,  and  with 
an  ox-team  carried  produce  to  Hastings  and  brought 
back  family  supplies.  The  greatest  hardship  of 
those  early  years  was  hunting  the  cows  on  the  low- 


lands near  the  Thorn  Apple  River.  Many  a  night 
he  was  obliged  to  swim  the  stream  and  drive  the 
cattle  across,  and  his  feet  were  often  lacerated  by 
the  rocks  and  weeds,  as  he  always  went  barefooted. 
His  mother  often  accompanied  him  to  the  bluff 
adjoining  the  river  bottom,  where  she  would  seat 
herself  and  guide  her  son  by  her  voice. 

In  1870  young  McCoy  left  the  farm  and  secured 
the  position  of  clerk  for  John  Potter,  a  dealer  in 
Hastings.  After  clerking  about  a  year  he,  in  com- 
pany with  other  Hastings  boys,  entered  the  employ 
of  the  Grand  River  Valley  Railroad,  now  the 
Michigan  Central,  and  for  a  time  he  worked  with 
a  shovel  and  handled  ties.  He  then  became  a  train 
boy  and  after  a  year  in  that  capacity  bought  a  one- 
horse  dray  and  engaged  in  hauling  goods  in  Hast- 
ings. For  a  year  and  a  half  he  was  thus  employed 
and  he  then  sold  out  and  became  a  brakeman  on 
the  Michigan  Central  Railroad.  A  year  and  a  half 
passed,  when  his  faithfulness  to  his  duties  was  rec- 
ognized by  the  bestowal  upon  him  of  a  conductor- 
ship,  in  which  he  served  the  road  until  1876.  At 
that  date  he  embarked  in  the  restaurant  business  in 
Hastings  and  continued  it  until  the  furniture  trade 
claimed  his  attention  as  being  one  better  calculated 
to  advance  his  fortunes.  Mr.  McCoy  has  been 
successful  in  his  business  relations  and  has  been 
enabled  to  purchase  valuable  property  in  the  city. 

During  the  Centennial  year  Mr.  McCoy  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Myrtie  D.  Buckle, 
daughter  of  John  W.  and  Lucy  M.  Buckle,  who 
were  among  the  oldest  residents  of  Hastings,  to 
which  they  came  in  1844.  Mr.  Buckle  was  for 
some  years  a  speculator  in  real  estate.  He  and  his 
wife  had  three  children,  only  one  of  whom  is  now 
living,  namely:  Mrs.  Rosa  Silsbee.  Mrs.  McCoy 
was  a  cultured  and  refined  woman,  who  made  her 
home  attractive  and  filled  a  prominent  place  in  the 
social  circles  of  the  city.  Their  happy  wedded  life 
was  brought  to  a  close  by  her  death  March  16, 
1891.  She  was  mourned  by  a  large  circle  of  friends. 

Several  years  ago  Mr.  McCoy  was  appointed  by 
the  City  Board,  Alderman  of  the  Third  Ward,  and 
was  afterward  elected  to  the  same  position.  He  has 
since  served  two  terms  in  the  interests  of  the  Fourth 
Ward,  and  is  1890  he  was  elected  to  the  Mayoralty 
and  re-elected  in  1891.     In  his  political  views  he  is 
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a  Liberal,  and  reserves  to  himself  the  right  to  crit- 
icise the  principles  and  methods  of  the  old  parties, 
and  give  his  support  to  the  issue  which  he  thinks 
the  all- important  one.  He  is  of  a  social  nature, 
inclined  to  deeds  of  philanthropy,  and  he  has  there- 
fore become  a  Mason  and  a  Knight  of  Pythias.  He 
is  not  identified  with  any  religious  body,  but  con- 
tributes to  the  support  of  the  various  churches, 
believing  that  by  so  doing  he  is  promoting  the 
good  of  the  citizens.  He  is  altogether  one  of  the 
most  prominent  men  in  Hastings,  interested  in  one 
of  the  most  lucrative  lines  of  business,  and  assso- 
ciated  with  his  compeers  in  all  public  affairs  of 
importance. 


■fr»g<.> 


\f^ILMAN  BECHTEL.  A  prominent  place 
ij  Jlj  among  the  farmers  of  Thorn  Apple  Town- 
jj^  ship  is  held  by  the  gentleman  above  named, 
who  has  been  connected  with  the  agricultural  de- 
velopment of  Barry  County  for  some  thirty  years. 
His  fine  estate  is  located  on  section  8,  and  consists 
of  one  hundred  and  seven  acres  of  land,  all  under 
improvement  but  fifteen  acres.  Conspicuous 
among  the  substantial  buildings  upon  it  is  a  hand- 
some brick  residence,  a  view  of  which  is  presented 
on  another  page.  There  is  also  a  commodious  barn 
of  modern  design  and  suited  to  the  convenience  of 
the  farm.  Throughout  the  extent  of  the  estate 
are  evidences  of  a  thorough  understanding  of  agri- 
culture, and  a  visitor  will  see  improved  machinery 
in  use  when  crops  are  being  cultivated  and  har- 
vested. 

The  history  of  the  Bechtel  family  is  traced 
back  several  generations,  and  we  find  that  the  great- 
grandfather of  our  subject,  Abraham  Bechtel,  was 
born  in  Switzerland  February  21,  1739,  and  from 
the  land  of  his  birth  removed  to  America  in  1777, 
at  the  age  of  thirty-eight  years.  He  died  in  Can- 
ada October  2,  1825,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty- 
six  years,  seven  months  and  eleven  days.  His 
wife,  Mary  Bechtel,  passed  from  earth  January  18, 
1831,  when  she  had  reached   the  venerable  age  of 


eighty-six  years,  four  months  and  twenty-six  days. 
In  their  family  was  a  son  Jacob,  who  was  born  in 
Bucks  County,  Pa.,  and  who  emigrated  in  1800 
from  Pikeland  Township,  Chester  County,  that 
State,  to  the  Dominion  which  was  his  home  during 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  followed  agricultural 
pursuits  and  was  a  minister  in  the  Mennonite 
Church.  After  an  honorable  life,  devoted  to  the 
interests  of  his  family  and  the  welfare  of  mankind, 
he  passed  from  earth  June  22,  1838,  at  the  age  of 
sixty -eight  years,  seven  months  and  eight  days. 

Some  years  prior  to  the  decease  of  Jacob  Bechtel 
his  wife,  Elizabeth,  passed  from  earth,  in  1833, 
aged  fifty-eight  years,  five  months  and  fourteen 
days.  The  next  in  the  direct  line  was  Henry  Bech- 
tel, who  was  born  in  County  Waterloo,  Province  of 
Ontario,  January  5,  1802.  Heengnged  as  a  farmer 
and  miller  and  was  also  a  minister  in  the  Menno- 
nite Church.  His  death  occurred  in  Canada  March 
13,  1866,  when  he  had  reached  the  age  of  sixty- 
four  years,  two  months  and  eight  days.  He  had  an 
extensive  acquaintance  throughout  the  vicinity 
where  the  greater  part  of  his  life  was  passed,  and  it 
was  the  universal  opinion  that  he  was  above  re- 
proach in  every  respect.  Possessing  excellent 
mental  calibre  and  sturdy  rectitude  of  character, 
his  life  commanded  the  confidence  of  all. 

The  wife  of  Henry  Bechtel  was  Barbara  Kinsey, 
who  was  born  in  the  same  county  as  her  husband, 
her  natal  day  being  September  15,  1806.  She  was 
the  daughter  of  Abraham  Kinsey,  who  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania  and  went  to  Canada  at  the  same  time 
as  Grandfather  Bechtel.  At  the  age  of  seventy- 
five  years,  three  months  and  two  days  she  died, 
December  17,  1881.  To  Henry  Bechtel  and  his 
good  wife  were  born  eight  sons  and  four  daughters, 
all  of  whom  married  and  reared  families  except 
one.  The  list  includes  Henry,  a  resident  of  Brutus, 
this  State;  Moses,  whose  home  is  in  Kent  County; 
Aaron,  who  also  lives  in  Kent  County;  Dilman.  the 
subject  of  this  notice;  Joseph,  residing  in  Allegan; 
Abraham,  whose  home  is  in  Kansas;  Isaac,  who 
was  killed  November  15,  1890,  while  lumbering  in 
Washington;  Mrs.  Leah  Adam,  of  Thorn  Apple 
Township;  Mrs.  Barbara  Bowman,  deceased;  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Rosenberger,  whose  home  is  in  Ionia 
County;  and  Mrs.  Susan  Frcshney,  of  Thorn  Apple 
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Township.  Tbe  mother  entered  into  rest  in  Janu- 
ary, 1871. 

Dilman  Bechtel  was  born  January  10,  1836,  in 
County  Waterloo,  Province  of  Ontario,  and  was 
surrounded  by  the  scenes  and  associations  of  farm 
life  during  his  early  years.  His  education  was  ob- 
tained in  the  district  school  and  included  only  the 
more  practical  branches  of  learning.  He  lived  at 
home  until  he  was  of  age,  then  hired  out  for  a  year 
with  the  understanding  that  he  was  to  receive  $150 
for  his  services.  He  next  rented  a  part  of  his 
father's  farm  and  operated  it  until  the  fall  of  1859, 
when  he  determined  to  make  a  home  in  Michigan 
and  turning  his  footsteps  thither  reached  Barry 
County  November  9.  He  bought  one  hundred  and 
fifteen  acres,  which  includes  his  present  farm  and 
eight  acres  which  he  sold  off  for  mill  purposes. 

Mr.  Bechtel  was  married  a  number  of  years  ago 
to  Nancy  Sherk,  daughter  of  Joseph  Sherk,  of  Illi- 
nois, with  whom  he  lived  happily  until  May  28, 
1863,  when  she  died.  Their  wedded  life  had  been 
brief,  covering  a  period  of  but  three  years.  A 
second  matrimonial  alliance  was  contracted  by  Mr. 
Bechtel  January  3,  1865,  when  he  was  joined  in 
wedlock  to  Hannah  Histand.  Mrs.  Bechtel  was 
born  in  County  Oxford,  Ontario  County,  April  16, 
1837,  being  a  daughter  of  John  and  Catherine 
(Bechtel)  Histand.  That  couple  were  born  in 
Chester  County,  Pa.,  and  the  husband  is  still  living 
in  Canada.  In  early  life  he  was  a  carpenter  and 
later  a  farmer.  Mrs.  Histand  died  in  1883,  leaving 
five  children — Catherine,  Hannah,  John,  Magda- 
lena  and  Elizabeth.  The  maternal  grandmother 
of  Mrs.  Bechtel  was  Esther  Livergood,  and  her 
paternal   grandmother  Mary  Cassel. 

Mrs.  Bechtel  was  reared  in  the  faith  of  the  Menno- 
nite  Church,  with  which  her  parents  were  iden- 
tified. She  was  also  instructed  in  housewifely  arts 
and  understands  well  how  to  make  her  home  a  place 
of  creature  comfort  and  pleasant  association.  She 
has  one  child — Allen  B.  She  shares  with  her  hus- 
band in  the  esteem  and  goodwill  of  their  associates. 
Mr.  Bechtel  is  now  serving  in  the  capacity  of  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  for  his  sixth  term.  In  politics  he 
is  a  sturdy  Republican  and  has  been  since  he  cast 
his  first  vote,  which  bore  the  name  of  Abraham 
Lincoln. 


The  attention  of  the  reader  is  invited  to  the 
lithographic  portraits  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bechtel  and 
their  son,  Allen  B.,  presented  in  connection  with 
this  biographical  review. 


<T|/  ACOB  GILMAN  is  one  of  the  most  respected 
citizens  of  Eaton  County  and  has  a  high 
standing  among  the  farmers  of  Hamlin 
Township,  that  having  been  the  scene  of  his 
labors  for  well  nigh  thirty  years.  He  was  born  in 
Sparta,  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  February  7, 
1820,  and  had  but  limited  school  privileges,  as  his 
services  were  early  called  into  requisition  on  the 
farm.  He  is  in  the  main  a  self-made  man,  and  by 
care  and  attention  he  has  gained  much  information 
and  knowledge  of  passing  events  and  the  arts  of 
men.  The  first  farm  he  established  was  in  Jackson 
County,  this  State,  on  forty  acres  of  good  land,  to 
the  cultivation  of  which  he  gave  his  attention  sev- 
eral years.  In  1852  he  came  to  Eaton  County  and 
took  possession  of  the  property  that  is  still  his 
abiding  place. 

The  immediate  progenitors  of  our  subject  were 
Michael  and  Prudence  (Havins)  Oilman,  who  were 
born,  respectively,  February  12,  1781,  and  July 
18,  1784.  The  father  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of 
1812.  In  1833  they  came  to  the  wilds  of  Michi- 
gan and  setup  their  home  in  a  log  cabin  in  Lindon 
Township,  Washtenaw  County.  There  Mr.  Oilman 
developed  a  tract  of  land  but  from  it  he  eventually 
removed  to  Eaton  County.  He  died  November  30, 
1866,  his  wife  having  entered  into  rest  January  1, 
1858.  They  were  honored  and  respected  members 
of  society,  belonging  to  the  Methodist  Church  in 
early  life  but  in  later  years  joining  the  United 
Brethren.  Besides  our  subject  their  children  were: 
Darling,  born  June  9,  1802;  Phillip  H.,  March  6, 
1804;  Clarinda,  January  12,  1806;  Susanna,  Feb- 
ruary 7,  1808;  Isaac,  June  22,  1809;  Elizabeth, 
August  7,1811;  Mary,  October  7,  1812;  Sally, 
March  16,  1815;  Catherine,  April  1, 1816;  Thomas, 
April  22,1818;  Henry,  January  12,1822;  Ann, 
May  28,  1824;  Nancy,  June  5,  1826. 

In  the  year  1843  Jacob  Oilman  was  united  in 
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marriage  with  Miss  Artimesia  Boyce  who  was  born 
in  Dansville,  N.  Y..  in  1827.  To  the  congenial 
couple  six  children  have  been  born,  but  the  earthly 
circles  has  been  decreased  by  death.  Nancy  M. 
married  Peter  Knapp  and  settled  in  Hamlin  Town- 
ship, and  is  deceased;  Amy  F.  and  Sarah  J.  died 
unmarried;  Isaac  is  engaged  in  farming  and  has  for 
his  wife  a  lady  whose  maiden  name  was  Sarah  C. 
Sheldon;  Cora  B.  died  in  infancy,  and  one  died 
unnamed. 

Mr.  Gilman  is  a  man  of  strict  integrity,  honorable 
and  upright  in  every  walk  of  life,  and  his  word  is 
valued  as  his  bond.  He  came  to  this  country  in 
the  days  of  its  infancy  when  many  hardships  were 
to  be  endured,  but  cheerfully  bore,  them  all  with- 
out complaint.  He  is  a  liberal  supporter  of  all 
enterprises  that  have  for  their  object  the  good  of 
the  community,  and  as  a  citizen  has  ever  been  pub- 
lic-spirited and  progressive.  In  political  affairs  he 
is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party,  and 
he  has  held  various  local  offices  within  the  gift  of 
the  people.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church. 

\f?AMES  STEWART.  After  an  upright  and 
honorable  life  extending  over  a  period  of 
sevent3r-five  jrears,  our  subject  passed  from 
earth  in  January,  1889.  He  was  numbered 
among  the  most  enterprising  farmers  of  Orange- 
ville  Township,  Barry  County,  where  he  settled  as 
early  as  1838,  on  some  land  given  him  by  his 
father-in-law,  Peter  McNaughton,  a  land  specula 
tor.  The  tract  comprised  five  hundred  and  five 
acres,  on  which  scarcely  a  furrow  had  been  turned 
and  no  improvements  made.  Through  arduous 
exertions  he  obtained  a  competency  and  when  he 
died  left  not  only  valuable  possessions  in  realty, 
but  what  is  far  better,  an  unblemished  reputation 
and  irreproachable  name. 

Mr.  Stewart  came  of  Scotch  ancestry.  His  father, 
James  Stewart,  Sr.,  was  a  native  of  Scotland,  and 
upon  attaining  years  of  matuaity  married  Jane 
McDougle,  who  like  himself  was  born  in  the  land 
of  the  thistle.  Soon  after  their  marriage  they  came 


to  America,  settling  in  the  State  of  New  York,  and 
there  passing  the  remainder  of  their  days.     Our 
subject  was  born   in  Caledonia  Township,  Living- 
ston County,  N.  Y.,  April  3,  1813,  and  received  a 
meager  education   in   the  co§mon   schools  of  the 
district.     Upon  attaining  man's  estate  he  removed 
to    Canada,    where   he   remained    about    fourteen 
years,  and  during  a  portion  of  this  time  he  was  em- 
ployed on  a  farm.     He  laid  aside  as  much  as  possi- 
ble of  his  earnings  and  was  enabled  finally  to  pur- 
chase   a    farm    near    Wiliiamstown,    Canada.      He 
scarcely   felt  satisfied   with   his  location,  however, 
and  soon   sold    his  farm   at  an   advance  upon  the 
price  paid  for  it,  and  came  to  Michigan  in  1838. 

Upon  arriving  in  this  State  Mr.  Stewart  settled 
in  Yankee  Springs  Township,  Barry  County,  where 
he  lived  with  a  brother-in-law  until  he  was  able  to 
build  a  house  for  himself.  As  above  stated  the 
land  on  which  he  located  was  given  him  by  his 
father-in-law.  When  he  settled  upon  his  place  he 
immediately  began  the  work  of  improvement,  set- 
ting out  a  very  large  orchard,  surrounding  his  res- 
idence with  evergreens  and  trees  of  every  descrip- 
tion, and  in  various  ways  embellishing  the  estate. 
His  residence  was  erected  in  1861,  at  a  cost  of 
$3,000,  and  prior  to  its  erection  Mr.  Stewart  put 
up  some  large  and  substantial  barns,  and  such  out- 
buildings as  were  necessary  to  successfully  carry  on 
his  farm.  In  connection  with  the  tilling  of  the 
soil  he  was  an  extensive  stock-raiser,  and  in  this 
department  attained  considerable  reputation.  He 
was  also  a  large  wheat  grower,  often  raising  over 
one  thousand  bushels  of  wheat  in  a  single  season. 
The  first  wife  of  our  subject,  who  was  known  in 
maidenhood  as  Chiistie  McNaughton,  was  born  in 
New  York  State,  and  died  in  Michigan,  November 
13,1857.  He  was  again  married,  choosing  as  his 
wife  Miss  Flora  Cameron,  a  native  of  the  State  of 
New  York.  Mrs.  Stewart  was  the  daughter  of  An- 
gus Cameron,  who  was  killed  by  a  tree  falling 
upon  him  in  Montgomery  Township,  N.  Y.  His 
wife  then  sold  the  farm  and  removed  to  Livingston 
County,  that  State,  and  thence  to  Canada  where  she 
died. 

The  family  of  our  subject  comprised  five  chil- 
dren, four  sons  and  one  daughter,  of  whom  the  sole 
survivor  is   Mrs.   Jennie  (Stewart)  Smith,  a  lady 
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possessing  eminent  abilities  and  talents  far  above 
the  usual  order.  Since  the  death  of  ber  father  the 
responsibility  of  managing  the  large  farm  h;is  de- 
volved entirely  upon  her,  and  she  has  proved  her- 
self fully  capable  ofmthe  undertaking.  Under  her 
careful  management  the  estate  has  not  only  been 
kept  up  to  the  standard  of  former  years,  but  has 
been  subjected  to  greater  improvements,  until  it 
now  takes  rank  among  the  best  farms  of  the  town- 
ship. 

««o»o»(jc^</gg.*oto..  * 


UARREN  DAVIS.  Perhaps  no  better  repre- 
sentative of  the  self-made  men  in  Katon 
W^l  County  can  be  found  than  Warren  Davis, 
now  Supervisor  of  Carmel  Township.  He  started 
out  in  life  without  means  and  has  made  his 
own  way  through  the  world,  reaching  a  position  of 
financial  solidity  and  high  standing  among  his 
fellow-men.  He  owns  and  occupies  one  hundred 
and  eighty  acres  of  choice  land  which  has  been 
brought  to  its  present  condition  by  his  own  efforts 
and  is  supplied  with  buildings  of  such  substantial 
character  as  to  be  conspicuous  among  the  farms  of 
this  locality.  The  fine  large  brick  house,  which  is 
represented  by  a  view  on  another  page,  was  put 
up  in  1880  and  is  presided  over  by  a  lady  of  supe- 
rior qualities. 

Before  giving  the  history  of  Mr.  Davis'  career 
it  may  be  well  to  note  some  facts  regarding  his 
parents  and  the  surroundings  of  his  early  life. 
His  father,  Darius  Davis,  Jr.,  was  born  in  New 
York  February  3,  1805,  and  came  to  Michi- 
gan in  1842.  He  crossed  from  Buffalo  to  Detroit 
on  a  steamer  and  from  the  latter  place  to  Eaton 
County  traveled  with  ox-teams.  This  countiy 
was  covered  with  dense  forests,  with  here  and  there 
a  clearing,  and  there  were  no  roads  through  the 
woods,  a  trail  being  all  that  marked  the  passing  to 
and  fro  of  the  aborigines  or  the  few  settlers.  Mr. 
Davis  bought  land  in  Carmel  Township  and  as  he 
had  but  $3  and  a  yoke  of  oxen  he  found  it  neces- 
sary to  work  hard  and  economize  closely  in  order 
to  secure  the  property  and  develop  it.  He  lived 
to  see  the  country  greatly  improved  and  his  own 
family  well  advanced  on  the  road  to  comfort,  dying 


December  31,  1875,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one 
years.  His  trials  and  toils  had  been  shared  by  a 
wife  with  whom  he  was  united  January  24,  1835. 
She  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Eliza  Knapp  and  was 
born  in  New  York  August  10, 1809.  She  too  lived 
to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  industry  and  thrift,  the  date 
of  her  demise  being  April  26,  1874. 

To  the  couple  above  named  eight  children  were 
born,  he  who  is  our  subject  opening  his  eyes  to  the 
light  in  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  December  22,  1840. 
He  was  but  two  years  old  when  brought  to  this 
State  and  he  may  well  be  said  to  have  been  reared 
in  the  woods  of  Eaton  County.  His  school  privi- 
leges were  meager,  the  sessions  being  kept  up  by 
subscription  and  held  in  schoolhouses  of  very 
primitive  construction,  while  the  text-books  used 
were  equally  old-fashioned.  Young  Davis  helped 
his  father  to  fell  trees  and  clear  away  the  brush 
and  in  other  ways  prepare  the  homestead  for  culti- 
vation. When  he  began  working  out  as  a  farm 
hand  he  received  $12  per  month  for  his  services. 
He  took  jobs  of  chopping  and  in  this  way  has 
cleared  fully  two  hundred  acres  of  timber  land. 

When  he  was  about  of  age  Warren  Davis  began 
farming  on  rented  land  and  worked  in  this  way 
two  or  three  years.  He  then  bought  a  small  tract 
which  he  began  to  improve  and  to  which  he  added 
as  circumstances  would  permit,  while  bringing  the 
entire  acreage  up  to  par  in  productiveness.  He 
takes  pride  in  raising  good  horses  and  in  keeping 
other  stock  that  is  worth  handling.  In  the  midst 
of  his  busy  life  as  the  architect  of  his  own  fortune 
he  has  found  time  to  serve  his  fellow-men  when 
they  so  desired.  He  was  Township  Treasurer  two 
years  and  has  held  several  minor  offices  as  well. 
In  1886  he  was  elected  Supervisor  and  is  still  the 
incumbent  of  that  position.  His  popularity  is  such 
that  he  always  runs  ahead  of  his  ticket — Demo- 
cratic. He  has  frequently  been  a  delegate  to  State, 
district  and  county  conventions  and  in  many  ways 
he  is  a  conspicuous  figure. 

January  23,  1867,  Mr.  Davis  was  married  to 
Miss  Eliza  Allen,  daughter  of  Ames  and  Minerva 
(Stanley)  Allen.  She  was  born  in  Ohio  February 
25,  1840,  and  prior  to  her  marriage  taught  for 
some  time.  She  has  a  superior  intellect,  keeps 
herself  well  informed  and  thus  is  an  unfailing  sym- 
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pathizer  with  her  husband  and  able  at  all  times  to 
join  intelligently  in  canvassing  matters  in  which 
he  is  interested.  Their  happy  union  has  been 
blest  by  the  birth  of  three  children:  Gertrude, 
Jessie  Allen  and  an  infant  deceased.  Gertrude  was 
graduated  from  the  High  School  in  Charlotte  in 
1889  and  has  taught  three  or  four  terms,  but  is 
now  continuing  her  studies  in  Olivet  College.  She 
bids  fair  to  take  a  high  rank  there  and  is 
already  sufficiently  cultured  to  give  her  parents 
great  pleasure  and  pride  in  her  attainments.  Her 
sister  is  also  taking  a  course  of  study  in  Olivet. 
Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  are  active  members  of 
the  United  Brethren  Church  and  Mr.  Davis  served 
as  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school  for  a  num- 
ber of  years.  Socially  he  is  connected  with  the 
Patrons  of  Industry. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Davis  was  born  in  Massachu  ■ 
setts  February  6,  1800,  and  went  to  Ohio  when 
eleven  years  old.  He  came  to  this  State  in  1854 
and  made  his  home  in  Chester  Township,  Eaton 
County,  until  his  death  April  25,  1884.  His  wife 
wTas  born  in  Massachusetts  October  8,  1797,  and 
breathed  her  last  May  14,  1857. 

Ml  II.  JOHNSON.  In  the  smaller  cities  no 
((SzLJJi  figure,  unless  it  be  that  of  minister  or  doc- 
tor is  so  conspicuous  as  uye  editor."  The 
keen  mind  that  takes  in  at  a  glance  the 
salient  features  from  exchanges,  gleans  items  of 
local  interest  on  the  street  and  in  the  stores  and 
workshops,  and  gives  evidence  of  stirring  sentences 
that  clinch  a  thought  in  the  minds  of  others,  is  a 
necessary  adjunct  in  conducting  such  a  paper  as  the 
Barry  County  Democrat.  Mr.  Johnson's  work  as 
school  teacher  and  printer  has  ably  fitted  him  to  so 
fill  the  position. 

Our  subject  began  his  journalistic  work  in  North- 
ern Michigan,  where  he  started  the  Leelanau  Trib- 
une, which  he  carried  on  six  years.  In  1875  he 
was  appointed  Deputy  Collector  and  Inspector  of 
Customs  of  the  Grand  Haven  District  by  Gen. 
Grant.  He  served  in  this  office  three  years,  at 
which  time  the  office  was  abolished.    He  then  came 


to  Hastings  in  1880,  and  was  foreman  in  the  Ban- 
ner office.  In  1887  he  purchased  his  present  paper, 
which  he  conducts  in  an  able  and  creditable  man- 
ner, and  is  it  well  circulated  especially  among  the 
adherents  of  the  Democratic  faith. 

Mr.  Johnson  began  learning  the  printer's  trade 
when  only  eleven  years  old,  but  did  not  finish  until 
after  his  school  days,  teaching  in  the  grammar 
department  of  the  Fenton  High  School  for  one 
*year.  He  then  worked  at  his  trade  in  Detroit  one 
year.  Fie  then  removed  from  Detroit  to  Leelanau, 
there  taking  charge  of  a  paper.  Our  subject  was 
born  March  14,  1851,  and  is  the  son  of  Henry  and 
Catherine  (Gilman)  Johnson,  natives  of  Connecti- 
cut and  New  York  respectively.  The  father  came 
to  Michigan  in  1835  and  settled  in  Oakland  County. 
He  followed  the  business  of  a  watchmaker  through 
life.  His  death  occurred  in  1851,  and  the  mother 
survived  him  until  1886.  His  grandfather  was 
Henry  Johnson,  a  Revolutionary  soldier  and  a 
native  of  Connecticut.  His  maternal  grandparents, 
Henry  and  Experience  (Coller)  Gilman,  were  Penn- 
sylvania Germans,  and  settled  in  Wheatland  Town- 
ship, Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  and  lived  there  until 
their  demise. 

One  important  event  in  the  career  of  Mr.  John- 
son was  his  marriage  in  1870  to  Miss  Belle  Curtis, 
of  Wayne  County,  Mich.  This  felicitous  union 
has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  one  son — Claude. 
Socially  Mr.  Johnson  is  one  of  the  leading  mem- 
bers of  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 


eHARLES  A.  NEWLAND  may  be  taken  as 
a  type  of  the  element  that  has  made  of  Barry 
__  County  a  flourishing  region  and  given  to 
the  commonwealth  of  Michigan  an  enviable  place 
among  the  sister  States.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm 
and  amid  the  associations  that  pertain  to  rural  life 
developed  a  sturdy,  vigorous  manhood,  and  became 
conversant  with  all  that  belongs  to  agricultural 
labor.  The  rocation  with  which  he  thus  became 
familiar  was  taken  up  as  his  life  work  and  well  has 
he  succeeded  in  building  up  his  fortunes  and  add- 
ing to  the  honorableness  of  the  calling.     The  home 
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of  Mr.  Newland  is  on  section  32,  Rutland  Town- 
ship, and  his  farm  comprises  two  hundred  and 
fifty  acres  of  well-improved  land,  the  present  ap- 
pearance of  which  is  due  almost  wholly  to  his  own 
efforts. 

The  parents  of  Mr.  Newland,  Albert  M.  and 
Martha  A.  (Williams)  Newland,  were  born  in  Ver- 
mont and  New  York,  respectively,  and  at  an  early 
day  removed  to  Ohio.  In  1845  they  came  to  Kal- 
amazoo  County,  this  State,  and  for  several  years 
lived  in  Alamo  Township  and  the  county  seat, 
then  went  to  Allegan  County.  There  they  sojourned 
from  1852  to  1868,  then  removed  to  Olivet,  Eaton 
County,  where  Mr.  Newland  owns  and  carries  on 
a  farm.  Both  parents  belong  to  the  Baptist  church. 
Their  family  includes  six  children,  four  living  and 
two  deceased.  The  survivors  are  Charles  A.,  Julius 
8.,  Martha  H.  and  Ida  H. ;  the  dead  are  George, 
who  lived  to  be  nine  yea^s  old,  and  Rosa  L.,  who 
was  married  and  left  two  sons.  Mrs.  Albeit  M. 
Newland  is  a  daughter  of  John  and  Martha 
(Wright)  Williams,  who  came  from  New  York  to 
Michigan. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  notice  was  born 
in  Cuyahoga  County,  Ohio,  December  6,  1841,  and 
at  the  places  where  his  boyhood  and  youth  were 
passed  had  the  privileges  of  the  district  schools  and 
secured  a  practical  knowledge  of  the  common 
branches.  When  he  hud  reached  man's  estate  he 
took  up  the  battle  of  life  for  himself  on  a  farm  in 
Allegan  County,  and  improved  a  tract  of  eighty 
acres.  This  he  sold  in  1868  and  bought  instead 
two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  the  property  he 
now  owns.  To  this  he  removed  and  here  he  con- 
tinued the  industrious  and  well-directed  labors  that 
had  succeeded  in  his  former  location.  A  small 
tract  has  been  added  to  the  original  purchase  here 
and  various  improvements  made  from  time  to  time. 

September  13,  1864,  was  the  date  of  the  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  Newland  to  Miss  Mary  Bingham,  a 
native  of  Van  Buren  County,  this  State,  and  daugh- 
ter of  John  K.  and  Emeline  (Killam)  Bingham. 
Her  father  was  a  son  of  Hezekiah  and  Eunice  (Kil- 
lam) Bingham.  He  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier. 
and  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania.  John  K.  Bing- 
ham was  a  millwright  and  surveyor,  and  for  several 
years  was  State  Surveyor  of  Michigan  to  which  he 


came  while  it  was  yet  a  Territory.  His  first  loca- 
tion in  the  State  was  in  Washtenaw  County  before 
Ann  Arbor  was  founded.  He  died  in  Oakland 
County  prior  to  the  Civil  War;  he  was  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  His  widow 
still  survives,  and  is  now  eighty-eight  years  old. 
The  Bingham  family  consisted  of  Hezekiah  who, 
when  eighteen  years  old,  with  five  others,  was 
burned  at  the  destruction  of  his  boarding  house, 
while  attending  school;  Benjamin,  a  member  of  the 
Seventh  Michigan  Cavalry,  who  died  in  Dakota; 
Eliza;  Eunice;  Elizabeth;  Moses,  who  was  a  Union 
soldier;  Sarah;  Mary;  Ruth,  who  died  in  infancy; 
Menzo,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years;  and 
Charles,  a  resident  of  Bay  City.  On  the  maternal 
side  the  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Newland  was  Benja- 
min T.  Killam  whose  wife  was  Elizabeth  Winters. 

The  sons  and  daughters  who  came  to  brighten  the 
fireside  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Newland  are  M.  Alida, 
Eda  A.,  George  A.,  Bessie  E.,  Ora  Z.,  Bert  C, 
Zera  D.  and  Fred  L.  Eda  is  now  married  to  Em- 
erson G.  Edger  of  Barry  County.  The  older  mem- 
bers of  the  family  are  qualified  to  take  their  places 
in  the  affairs  of  life  and  the  younger  are  still  receiv- 
ing careful  attention  and  good  instruction.  Mr. 
Newland  has  been  an  efficient  public  servant,  the 
offices  that  he  has  held  being  Township  Supervisor, 
Treasurer  and  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  is  an  active 
politician,  and  has  represented  his  associates  in 
State  conventions;  formerly  he  was  a  Republican 
but  he  is  now  an  Independent.  He  and  his  esti- 
mable wife  are  honored  members  of  the  community 
and  Mr,  Newland  has  an  assured  position  among 
the  men  of  influence  and  financial  standing.  So- 
cially he  is  a  member  of  the  Patrons  of  Industry 
and  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry. 


DGAR  W.  MORRILL.     This  name  will  be 
immediately   recognized   by  our  readers  as 

_J  that  of  the  senior  partner  in  the  well-known 

clothing  firm  of  E.  W.  Morrill  &  Co.,  of  Hastings, 
Barry  County.  From  the  English  and  the  sturdy 
German  race  Mr.  Morrill  is  descended.  He  is  a 
native  of  Penobscot  County,  Me.,  born  December 
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9.  1846,  and  is  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Johanna 
(Rogers)  Morrill,  natives  of  the  same  State.  His 
father  was  engaged  in  farming  throughout  his 
life,  dying  in  1860;  the  mother  living  with  her 
children  until  1884,  when  she  passed  away  at  a  ven- 
erable age,  surrounded  by  her  loving  family.  In 
this  family  there  were  nir.e  children,  eight  now 
living.  The  brothers  and  sisters  of  Mr.  Morrill 
are:  Lucetta,  Mrs.  W.  Spinney;  Harriet,  Mrs. 
William  A.  Burnham;  Byron,  residing  in  Califor- 
nia; Rowena,  Mrs.  William  Miilen ;  Maria,  Mrs. 
S.  A.  Hart;  Frances,  Mrs.  Bailey;  and  George  H., 
of  California.  Out  of  this  large  family  only  one 
was  lost  by  death — Sabrina. 

When  sixteen  years  old  our  subject  left  school 
and  took  charge  of  the  farm  at  his  father's  death. 
He  continued  to  reside  on  the  homestead  until  he 
was  twenty  one  years  of  age,  when  the  mother  con- 
cluded to  sell  the  farm,  and  the  family  came  to 
Jackson,  Mich.,  in  April,  1868.  He  then  hired  out, 
working  on  a  dairy  farm  for  a  short  time.  Like 
most  farmer  boys  he  then  concluded  to  tr\f  the  life 
of  the  city,  securing  a  clerkship  in  a  grocery 
store  where  he  remained  for  two  years.  Subse- 
quently he  traveled  during  the  period  of  fifteen 
years,  first  for  the  firm  of  Welling  &  Sheffler.  and 
afterward  for  M.  C.  Higgins,  as  commercial  trav- 
eler. Mr.  Morrill  then  engaged  in  the  wholesale 
notion  business  in  Detroit  for  eighteen  months,  at 
which  time  he  sold  out  and  came  to  Hastings  in 
1885,  where  he  purchased  and  opened  the  clothing 
house  that  he  now  so  well  and  ably  operates.  In 
this  establishment  two  clerks  are  employed  to  aid 
in  the  sale  of  the  immense  stock  of  clothing,  hats 
and  caps,  and  gents'  furnishing  goods. 

Some  time  during  the  year  1880  was  celebrated 
the  marriage  rites  that  united  the  lives  and  fortunes 
of  Mr.  Morrill  with  those  of  Miss  Larooka  J.  Hen- 
dershott.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Benjamin  J.  and 
Mercy  J.  Hendershott,  residents  of  Hastings.  Their 
house  is  one  of  the  well-known  and  much  fre- 
quented homes  on  Green  Street,  and  although  no 
children  gladden  this  happy  home  yet  Mr.  Morrill 
and  his  worthy  wife  endeavor  to  make  it  a  pleasant 
meeting  place  for  all  their  friends.  In  politics  Mr. 
Morrill  is  a  thorough-going  Republican,  firmly  con- 
vinced that  the  principles  of  bis  chosen  party  are 


those  best  adapted  to  advance  the  interests  of  the 
country  and  elevate  the  moral  standard  of  this 
city.  Although  a  young  man  Mr.  Morrill  holds  a 
prominent  position  among  the  influential  business 
men,  and  is  a  member  of  several  of  the  orders  of 
the  city,  having  united  with  the  Masonic  fraternity 
and  the  order  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 


EUBEN  HEFFNER.  Among  the  men  in 
f  Eaton  County  whose  financial  prosperity  is 
6*m\\  due  solely  to  application  and  well-directed 
efforts,  is  Reuben  Heffner,  a  farmer  living 
on  section  22,  Eaton  Township.  He  has  there  a 
good  estate  of  one  hundred  and  twentj'  acres,  upon 
which  the  usual  buildings  that  are  found  to  be  nec- 
essary in  carrying  on  farm  work  may  be  seen,  and 
a  comfortable  residence  that  opens  wide  its  hospit- 
able doors  to  friends  and  acquaintances.  Mr. 
Heffner  was  born  in  Berks  County,  Pa.,  February 
10,  1840,  and  was  a  lad  ten  years  old  when  his 
parents  removed  to  Sandusky  County,  Ohio.  There 
he  grew  to  manhood,  acquiring  a  practical  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools,  and  learning  how  to 
carry  on  a  farm  and  manage  business  affairs. 

The  Heffner  family  originally  colonized  in  Vir- 
ginia some  two  centuries  ago.  The  family  sprang 
from  Germany,  and  in  due  time  spread  into  vari- 
ous States  of  the  Union.  In  Pennsylvania  Joseph 
Heffner,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born,  and  so  too 
was  Eve  Selser,  who  became  his  wife.  The  father 
of  the  latter  was  stolen  while  driving  to  market 
with  a  yoke  of  oxen  and  a  load  of  potatoes,  and 
was  brought  from  Germany  to  America  and  sold 
prior  to  the  Revolution.  He  worked  out  his  free- 
dom and  afterward  became  a  Revolutionary  soldier 
was  taken  prisoner  by  the  British  and  starved  to 
death.  The  only  surviving  child  of  Joseph  and 
Eve  Heffner,  is  Reuben,  subject  of  this  biographi- 
cal sketch. 

Mr.  Heffner  was  married  to  Mary  Tindall,  Janu- 
ary 29,  1860.  The  bride  was  born  in  Sandusky 
County,  Ohio,  May  18,  1837,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
John  and  Laura  Tindall.  To  her  have  been  born 
ten  children,  those  now  living  being  John,  who  mar- 
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ried  Margaret  Garvey,  and  lives  in  this  township; 
Harriet,  Charles,  James,  Emma  (Mrs.  Frank  Fields), 
Homer  and  Lottie.  The  deceased  are  'Arvilla, 
Frank  and  an  infant  unnamed.  In  1867  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Heffner  removed  to  Seneca  County,  Ohio, 
where  Mr.  Heffner  served  as  Trustee  of  Liberty 
Township  three  years,  and  held  other  minor  offices. 
In  1882  they  came  Eaton  County  and  made  their 
present  location. 

Mr.  Heffner  is  identified  with  the  Odd  Fellows 
fraternity  at  Charlotte,  and  has  passed  through  all 
of  the  Chairs.  He  has  served  a  year  as  Supervisor 
of  Eaton  Township,  and  three  years  as  Township 
Treasurer.  Politically  he  is  a  Republican,  and  is 
an  active  participant  in  the  local  work  of  the  party, 
as  he  is  in  various  movements  which  will  promote 
the  public  good.  His  honesty  and  integrity  in 
business  transactions  command  the  respect  and  con- 
fidence of  financial  circles,  and  his  courtesy  and 
intelligence  commend  him  to  every  acquaintance. 
His  success  in  life  is  well  merited,  and  he  is  classed 
among  the  leading  men  of  the  county  and  township. 
He  is  Past  Dictator  in  the  Knights  of  Honor,  and 
represented  that  lodge  in  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
State,  twice  while  a  resident  of  Ohio,  and  Past  Su- 
preme Counselor  in  the  order  of  Chosen  Friends. 
He  organized  and  instituted  the  fourth  lodge  of 
that  order  in  the  State  of  Ohio  called  Unity  Coun- 
cil No.  4,  at  Bettsville,  Ohio. 


f  OHN  T.  WALKER.  This  name  will  be  rec- 
ognized by  our  readers  as  that  of  one  of 
the  well  to-do  and  substantial  farmers  of 
Eaton  County,  who  is  at  present  residing  at 
Duck  Lake,  Brookfield  Township.  Mr.  Walker  has 
been  extensively  engaged  in  farming  and  has  met 
with  flattering  success  in  this  occupation.  His  father 
Mathew  P.  Walker,  a  native  of  Maryland,  removed 
to  Pennsylvania,  from  there  to  Ohio,  and  finally  in 
1868  came  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Calhoun 
County.  His  parents  died  when  he  was  quite  a 
young  man.  He  was  called  out  in  the  War  of  1812 
but  never  entered  the  service,     Religiously  he  was 


a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Chinch  from 
the  time  he  was  twenty-two  years  old;  he  was  a 
prominent  Class-Leader  for  more  than  twenty-five 
years.  His  death  occurred  in  March,  1871,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-five  years.  The  grandfather,  John 
Walker,  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  but  no  record 
can  be  given  of  his  life  as  very  little  is  known  con- 
cerning him.  The  mother,  Susan  Griswold,  a  na- 
tive of  Pennsylvania,  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-five 
years.  She  was  the  mother  of  eleven  children,  six 
of  whom  are  living. 

Mr.  Walker's  early  days  were  spent  upon  a  farm 
and  like  all  the  boys  of  those  pioneer  days  he  at- 
tended school  in  a  log  schoolhouse,  which  was 
primitive  in  all  its  arrangements.  The  seats  con- 
sisted of  a  rough  hewn  slab  and  were  held  to  the 
floor  by  pin  legs.  Before  he  reached  the  age  of  ma- 
turity he  began  working  for  himself,  engaging  to 
work  by  the  month  on  the  adjoining  farms. 

Mr.  Walker  was  twice  married.  The  first  time 
in  1848  he  married  Miss  Mary  A.  Lewis,  a  native 
of  New  York.  After  this  marriage  he  rented  land 
in  Trumbull  County,  Ohio,  and  engaged  in  farming. 
Mrs.  Walker  died  June  £5,  1861.  She  was  the 
mother  of  six  children:  Charles  E.,  Albert  N. 
(deceased),  Horace  J.,  Amelia  M.,  Edgar  E.  and 
Mary  E.  (deceased).  He  was  again  united  in  mar- 
riage in  1863  with  Mrs.  Emily  M.  (Fox)  Ferguson, 
who  was  born  in  Connecticut  June  16,  1826.  She 
was  formerly  the  wife  of  Benjamin  Ferguson,  who 
died  in  Ohio  in  1855.  The  fruit  of  the  first  union 
was  three  children — Ira  N.,  Albert  W.  and  Daniel. 
Of  the  second  marriage  one  son  was  born,  4rthur 
T.,  now  deceased. 

Mr.  Walker  worked  in  the  freight  department  of 
the  Atlantic  &  Great  Western  Railroad  at  Leavitts- 
burg,  being  stationed  in  Ohio  from  1863  until  1868. 
During  that  period  he  came  to  Eaton  County, 
Mich.,  and  bought  eighty  acres  of  partly-improved 
land,  which  he  has  proceeded  to  clear  and  has 
brought  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  On  this 
estate  he  has  a  comfortable  home  a  view  of  which 
appears  on  another  page.  The  barn  and  other 
buildings  are  substantial,  while  in  addition  to  his 
agricultural  interests  Mr.  Walker  keeps  a  good 
grade  of  stock. 

In  former  years  Mr,  Walker  was  a  Whig  in  poli- 
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tics,  and  he  is  now  a  stanch  adherent  of  the  Repub- 
lican party.  For  several  years  he  has  served  as 
one  of  the  school  officers  and  by  his  efficiency  has 
aided  greatly  in  the  educational  work  in  the  town- 
ship. He  and  his  wife  are  both  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  by  their  social 
qualities  have  made  their  home  an  attractive  meet- 
ing place  for  their  many  friends.  While  a  resi- 
dent of  Ohio  he  also  took  great  interest  in  church 
work  and  was  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school 
for  a  number  of  years  there  as  well  as  in  Michi- 
gan. 


Sfe^ 


ANIEL  S.  MILLER.  The  traveler  in 
Eaton  County  will  find  no  farm-home  bet- 
ter deserving  of  notice  than  that  of  Mr. 
Miller.  It  is  in  Carmel  Township,  and 
consists  of  two  hundred  acres  of  land  thoroughly 
tilled  and  carefully  managed,  while  the  buildings 
upon  it  are  unexcelled  in  the  county.  There  is  a 
handsome  frame  house,  a  view  of  which  with  its 
surroundings  appears  on  another  page;  a  large  barn, 
sheep  barn,  stable,  granary,  tool  house,  and  other 
structures  fitted  for  various  uses  are  also  to  be  found 
here.  The  best  of  stock  is  kept  on  the  place  and 
everything  is  in  keeping  with  the  progressive  ideas 
and  energetic  nature  of  the  owner.  All  this  com- 
fort and  wealth  has  been  won  by  Mr.  Miller  at  the 
expense  of  hard  and  continuous  labor,  close  calcu- 
lation and  prudent  expenditure,  but  his  early 
struggles  did  not  make  him  penurious  or  morose; 
on  the  contrary,  he  is  a  genial,  benevolent  man, 
open-banded  and  public-spirited. 

Our  subject  is  one  of  thirteen  children  making 
up  the  family  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Betts)  Miller, 
natives  of  Pennylvania.  The  wife  and  mother  died 
in  Bedford,  Ohio,  in  1840,  and  the  bereaved  father 
having  come  to  this  State,  left  here  in  1853  and  all 
trace  of  him  was  lost.  He  of  whom  we  write  was 
born  in  Carlisle,  Pa.,  March  8,  1826,  and  was 
brought  up  on  a  farm,  with  but  limited  school 
privileges.  He  lived  at  home  until  he  was  of  age 
then  took  up   the   burden   of   life   with   renewed 


energy  and  ere  long  established  a  home  of  his  own. 
He  came  to  this  State  in  1840,  with  an  ax  and  gun 
as  his  sole  worldty  possessions,  and  took  a  job  of 
chopping  and  clearing  forty-one  acres  of  timber 
land  in  payment  for  forty  acres  where  he  has  since 
lived. 

Young  Miller  built  a  log  house  into  which  he 
moved  before  doors  were  hung  and  when  the  woods 
around  were  full  of  wild  beasts  and  game  of  vari- 
ous kinds.  Some  Indians  traversed  the  country 
and  when  they  called  at  his  little  dwelling  were  fed 
by  Mr.  Miller.  By  work  at  chopping  a  start  was 
made,  and  gradually  Mr.  Miller  became  possessed 
of  an  estate  on  which  he  pays  taxes  greater  than 
any  man  but  one  in  the  township.  He  has  cleared 
over  three  hundred  acres  of  land  here,  and  is  a 
tppicai  pioneer,  recalling  scenes  when  Charlotte 
was  a  village  of  a  few  straggling  homes,  mostly 
built  of  logs. 

The  dwelling  of  Mr.  Miller  is  presided  over  by 
a  true  wife,  formerly  Miss  Isabelle  Lee,  to  whom  he 
was  married  March  31,  1852.  She  was  born  in 
Greene  County,  Pa.,  in  1826,  being  a  daughter  of 
Benjamin  and  Margaret  (Getty)  Lee,  natives  of 
Virginia  and  Pennsylvania  respectively.  The}'  re- 
moved from  the  Keystone  State  to  Ohio  and  in 
1849  came  to  Michigan,  locating  in  Eaton  County. 
Here  Mr.  Lee  died  in  1858  at  the  age  of  fifty  eight 
years;  Mrs.  Lee  survived  until  1884  and  reached 
the  age  of  seventy-nine  years.  Both  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  they 
bestowed  much  care  upon  their  eight  children,  five 
of  whom  still  live.  The  otherwise  happy  union  of 
Mr.    and  Mrs.  Miller  is  a  childless  one. 

In  his  early  days  Mr.  Miller  was  a  Democrat  but 
since  the  Republican  party  was  organized  he  has 
cast  his  influence  with  it.  He  and  his  wife  belong  to 
the  Protestant  Methodist  Church  and  are  deeply  in- 
terested in  all  phases  of  its  growth.  Mr.  Miller  paid 
more  toward  the  building  of  the  house  of  worship 
in  his  neighborhood  than  any  other  man  and  the 
edifice  is  known  as  the  "Miller  Church."  "Uncle 
Daniel,"  as  Mr.  Miller  is  familiarly  known,  is  lib- 
eral in  his  contributions  to  ail  good  works,  and  is  to 
be  depended  upon  to  help  every  worthy  object. 
His  wife  is  equally  zealous  in  aiding  the  wheels  of 
progress  and  true  civilization,  and   hand  in  hand 
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they  labor  and  together  they    rejoice  in  good  re- 
sults.   Mr.  Miller 

"Looks  the  world  in  the  face, 

For  he  owes  not  any  man," 
and  from  all  sides  he  receives  honor  and    deep   re- 
spect. 


\f]AMES  N.  HARTHORN.  One  by  one  the 
honored  pioneers  of  Michigan  are  passing 
away.  Few  now  survive  of  those  to  whom 
we  owe  our  present  advanced  civilization, 
and  among  this  ever  decreasing  band  is  Mr.  Har- 
thorn  who  has  been  prominently  identified  with 
the  interests  of  Barry  County  since  1845.  During 
his  residence  here  of  nearly  half  a  century  he  has 
witnessed  and  contributed  to  secure  vast  changes. 
Where  once  stood  the  Indian  hamlets,  towns  have 
arisen  as  by  magic;  where  once  the  savage  gorged 
his  battle-axe  with  blood  are  now  fertile  fields  and 
ripening  harvests. 

k'Erewhile,  where  yon   gay  spires   their   brightness 

rear 
Trees  waved,  and  the  brown  hunter's  shouts  were 

loud 
Amid  the  forest;  and  the  bounding  deer 
Fled  at  the  glancing  plume,  and   the  gaunt   wolf 

yelled  near." 

Since  the  organization  of  Orangeville  Township 
Mr.  Harthorn  has  been  associated  with  its  prog- 
ress. Not  only  is  he  supposed  to  be  the  third 
oldest  resident  in  this  township,  but  his  was  the 
second  name  affixed  to  a  petition  for  the  purpose 
of  establishing  the  township  from  a  portion  of 
Prairieville  Township,  and  this  was  done  by  act 
of  Legislature  the  ensuing  winter.  That  Mr.  Har- 
thorn is  an  enterprising  farmer  would  be  univers- 
ally conceded  by  a  mere  glance  over  his  fine  estate, 
which  comprises  two  hundred  and  ten  acres  pleas- 
antty  located  on  section  34.  By  indefatigable 
labor  he  has  developed  the  raw  land  into  one  of 
the  best  farms  in  the  county,  and  now  in  his  old 
age  is  enjoying  the  fruits  of  a  life  well  spent. 

Penobscot  County,  Me.,  was  the  birthplace  of 
Mr.  Harthorn,  and  December  22,  1816,  the  date 
thereof,     His  parents,  Eber  and  Hannah  (Nickels) 


Harthorn,  were  natives  of  Maine  where  they  both 
died,  the  father  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight  years  and 
the  mother  when  sixty-eight  years  old.  They  had 
a  family  of  nine  children.  Our  subject  received 
his  early  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
Maine.  He  was  initiated  into  farm  work  when 
quite  3Toung  and  the  habits  of  industry  and  enter- 
prise which  were  so  early  in  life  imparted  to  him, 
contributed  in  no  small  degree  to  his  success.  His 
first  move  westward  was  to  Ohio  where  he  located 
in  Portage  County  and  sojourned  for  five  years 
engaged  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil. 

In  1845,  selling  the  farm  which  he  had  partially 
improved,  Mr.  Harthorn  came  to  Michigan  and 
purchased  the  land  where  he  has  since  made  his 
home.  His  first  purchase  consisted  of  eighty  acres 
of  wild  land,  to  which  he  later  added  one  hundred 
and  thirty  acres,  making  a  total  acreage  at  present 
of  two  hundred  and  ten.  The  estate  is  very  valu 
able  and,  with  the  exception  of  some  woodland, 
is  entirely  under  cultivation.  In  1861  Mr.  Har- 
thorn erected  a  commodious  frame  residence  and 
has  at  different  times  put  up  such  buildings  as  are 
necessary  to  the  proper  conducting  of  the  farm. 
Upon  all  matters  pertaining  to  agriculture  he  keeps 
thoroughly  posted,  and  his  influence,  both  as  a 
farmer  and  citizen  is  great. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  was  formerly  Caroline 
T.  Burt,  and  was  born  in  Hampden  County,  Mass., 
April  11,  1818,  to  Abel  and  Prudence  (Lyon) 
Burt.  She  is  one  of  eight  children.  Her  father 
removed  from  the  old  Bay  State  to  Ohio  as  early 
as  1821,  and  there  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days. 
The  union  of  our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife 
was  solemnized  in  November,  1842,  in  Ohio,  and 
during  all  the  years  of  their  wedded  life  they  have 
mutually  labored  for  the  common  good,  sharing 
their  joys  and  sorrows,  and  now  in  their  old  age 
are  together  enjoying  the  comforts  which  they 
accumulated  while  in  their  prime.  They  have  no 
children  of  their  own,  but  adopted  two,  named 
Eugene  and  Sarah.  Eugene  is  married  and  has 
two  children.     Sarah  is  still  living  at  home. 

Mr.  Harthorn  has  lived  to  see  seven  generations 
of  his  immediate  family,  which  is  a  privilege 
rarely  granted  to  anyone.  He  uniformly  votes 
the  Republican  ticket  and  cast  his  first  ballot  for 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


623 


William  Henry  Harrison.  His  wife  is  a  faithful 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  He  served  as 
Township  Clerk  b#e  j^ear  and  is  always  interested 
in  anything  calculated  to  advance  the  community. 
During  the  late  war  he  once  sold  a  bushel  of 
wheat  for  $3.50  at  a  time  when  the  fate  of  the 
nation  was  in  the  balance  and  prices  were  in  con- 
sequence inflated,  and  the  value  of  money  de- 
preciated. 


~c&o~ 


j|7  EMUEL  WHEATON,  Supervisor  of  Ches- 
I  (S)  ter  Township,  Eaton  County,  is  a  man 
/|L-\\,  whose  success  in  worldly  affairs  should 
afford  encouragement  to  all  who  begin  life  without 
capital  other  than  their  natural  ability  and  a  com- 
mon-school education.  He  was  born  in  Washtenaw 
County,  May  3,  1845,  reared  on  a  farm,  and  given 
the  privileges  of  the  subscription  schools.  The 
spring  he  was  twenty-two  years  old  he  began  learn- 
ing the  carpenter's  trade,  which  he  followed  about 
twelve  years  in  Hillsdale  County.  In  1871  he  came 
to  Eaton  County  and  bought  unimproved  land  in 
Chester  Township,  upon  which  he  took  up  the 
burdens  of  farm  life. 

The  property  bought  by  Mr.  Wheaton  has  been 
thoroughly  developed  from  the  original  forest  to 
fertile  fields,  all  except  a  small  portion  being  cul- 
tivated or  used  as  pasturage.  The  various  crops 
suited  to  the  soil  and  climate  are  produced  here, 
and  the  usual  domestic  animals  are  raised  in  suffi- 
cient numbers  to  make  their  keeping  a  source  of 
profit.  A  full  line  of  farm  buildings  stands  upon 
the  land,  and  a  substantial  residence  of  modern  de- 
sign took  the  place  of  the  old  dwelling  in  1886. 
The  estate  consists  of  one  hundred  and  four  acres. 
It  is  believed  that  Grandfather  Wheaton  was 
born  in  New  Jersey,  although  little  is  known  of  his 
history  beyond  the  facts  that  he  was  a  farmer,  and 
that  his  death  took  place  in  New  York  about  1815. 
His  son  William,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
there  in  1813,  and  came  to  Michigan  when  a  young 
man.  He  lived  in  Washtenaw  County  many  years, 
following  farming.  In  1861  he  removed  to  Hills- 
dale County,  where  he  bought  property  and  con- 
tinued his  work  until  his  death  in  1866.     His  wife, 


in  her  girlhood  Harriet  Beach,  was  born  in  the  Em- 
pire State  in  1817,  and  is  still  living.  She  has  six 
living  children  and  has  buried  five. 

The  marriage  of  Lemuel  Wheaton  took  place 
December  22,  1870,  his  bride  being  Miss  Emma 
Whitney,  daughter  of  Volney  and  Fanny  (Austin) 
Whitney,  formerly  of  New  York.  That  couple 
came  to  this  State  in  an  early  day,  settling  in  Lena- 
wee County,  where  their  daughter  was  born  Octo- 
ber 15,  1850.  They  removed  to  Hillsdale  County 
in  1863,  and  Mr.  Whitney  died  the  same  year. 
Mrs.  Whitney  is  still  living.  She  is  a  fine  woman, 
a  consistent  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  her 
husband  was  identified  with  the  same  religious  body 
and  was  held  in  high  esteem  in  the  community  of 
which  he  made  a  part.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wheaton 
have  four  bright  children— Willis,  Ida,  Hartley 
and  Howard  L. 

Mr.  Wheaton  belongs  to  the  Patrons  of  Indus- 
try. In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  it  was  on 
the  ticket  of  that  party  that  he  was  elected  Super- 
visor for  the  third  time.  j£As  the  party  is  in  the 
minority  here,  his  electionlis>  proof  of  his  merit 
and  the  confidence  felt  in  him  by  his  neighbors. 
He  is  a  modest,  unassuming  man  of  considerable  in- 
telligence and  an  earnest  nature,  and  with. his  wife 
commands  the  esteem  of  the  people. 

/0g  HARLES  W.  LEIGH.     This  gentleman  is 

AV  If]  a  veteran  of  the  late  Civil  War,  *»  which 
^^J  he  won  a  military  record  that  reflected  credit 
on  the  soldiery  of  this  State,  and  of  which  he  and 
his  may  well  be  proud.  He  is  one  of  the  leading 
farmers  of  Sunfield  Township,  Eaton  County,  where 
he  has  a  fine  farm  finely  located  on  section  5,  that 
in  regard  to  improvements  is  considered  one  of  the 
most  desirable  pieces  of  property  in  this  part  of 
Eaton  County.  A  view  of  his  homestead  is  shown 
on  another  page. 

Born  January  27,  1840,  the  birthplace  of  our 
subject  was  Sandy  Creek,  Oswego  County,  N.  Y. 
His  parents  were  William  and  Eunice  (Waters) 
Leigh,  who  were  also  natives  of  the  Empire  State. 
In  1855  they  came  to  Michigan  and  settled  at  Union 
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City,  Branch  County,  where  the  mother  died  a  year 
or  so  later.  The  father  afterward  went  back  to 
New  York  and  married  a  second  time.  He  then 
returned  to  Branch  County  and  later  came  to 
Eaton  County  where  he  lived  with  our  subject 
until  his  demise.  He  was  a  farmer  and  carried  on 
that  occupation  during  his  entire  active  life.  He 
and  his  wife  were  people  worthy  of  respect,  and 
were  faithful  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  His  children,  eight  in  number,  were  all 
by  his  first  marriage,  and  are  named  as  follows: 
Ellen,  Franklin,  Wallace,  Charles  W.,  Harvey, 
Amasa,  Spencer  and  Lucy. 

Charles  Leigh  was  sixteen  years  old  when  he  left 
his  native  town  with  his  parents  and  came  to  Mich- 
igan, and  in  the  meantime  he  had  gained  an  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools  and  a  practical 
knowledge  of  farming.  He  made  his  home  with 
his  father  until  after  the  breaking  out  of  the  war 
and  then,  with  all  the  ardor  of  youth,  for  he  had 
scarcely  attained  his  majority,  and  with  true  pa- 
triotism he  volunteered  to  help  defend  the  Union, 
becoming  a  member  of  Company  A,  Eleventh 
Michigan  Infantry,  in  August,  1861.  He  was  with 
the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  during  the  three 
years  of  his  enlistment,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time 
was  mustered  out  and  received  his  final  discharge  at 
Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  in  August,  1864.  He  bore  a 
brave  part  in  the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  the  Chat- 
tanooga and  Atlanta  campaigns,  and  many  others  of 
less  note.'  He  was  very  fortunate  in  escaping  im- 
prisonment at  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  was 
never  wounded.  He  was  discharged  in  the. field 
two  weeks  before  the  fall  of  Atlanta. 

Notwithstanding  his  long  term  of  service  and 
his  full  trial  of  the  hard  experiences  of  a  soldier's 
life,  Mr.  Leigh  re-enlisted  in  March,  1865,  in  Com- 
pany E,  Twenty-fourth  Michigan  Infantry,  and  in 
due  recognition  of  his  past  services  was  made  Cor- 
poral of  his  company.  He  acted  in  that  capacity 
with  ability  until  after  the  close  of  the  war,  dis- 
charging the  duties  incumbent  upon  him  with  in- 
telligence, courage  and  devotion  to  the  cause  for 
which  he  and  his  fellow-soldiers  were  fighting.  His 
military  life  was  brought  to  a  close  by  his  discharge 
with  his  regiment  at  Detroit  in  June,  1865. 

After  coming  out  of  the  army  our  subject  fol- 


lowed farming  in  Branch  County  three  years,  and 
at  the  expiration  of  that  time  bought  eighty-seven 
acres  of  his  present  farm  in  Eaton# County.  It  was 
then  heavily  wooded,  and  much  hard  pioneer  labor 
was  necessary  to  prepare  it  for  cultivation.  He  has 
bought  other  realty,  and  now  possesses  one  hundred 
and  five  acres  of  valuable  land,  sixty-five  of  which 
are  cleared  and  under  the  best  of  tillage.  The  im- 
provements, which  are  the  work  of  his  own  hands, 
are  all  substantial  and  first-class,  and  include  a  fine, 
conveniently-arranged  barn  and  an  elegant  resi- 
dence, one  of  the  best  in  town. 

Nature's  endowments  wTere  the  only  capital  with 
which  Mr.  Leigh  started  out  in  life.  This  review 
of  his  life  will  show  that  he  has  made  the  best  of 
his  capital,  and  is  now  in  the  possession  of  a  happy, 
comfortable  home  and  in  good  circumstances. 
While  in  the  army  he  managed  to  save  $300,  which 
he  made  the  nucleus  of  his  present  competence.  He 
bears  an  honorable  position  among  his  fellow-citi- 
zens, both  as  to  his  character  which  is  above  re- 
proach, and  as  to  his  skill  and  intelligence  as  a 
farmer.  He  has  filled  some  of  the  minor  town  and 
school  offices,  and  always  endeavors  to  serve  his 
community  in  all  ways  possible.  He  has  a  mind 
of  his  own  and  strong  opinions  on  all  subjects  with 
which  he  is  conversant.  Especially  is  this  true  in 
regard  to  politics,  and  though  he  has  hitherto  voted 
the  Republican  ticket  he  is  now  independent,  re- 
serving for  himself  the  right  to  vole  for  whom  he 
pleases  irrespective  of  parly. 

We  should  be  doing  our  subject  but  scant  jus- 
tice did  we  not  refer  to  his  domestic  life  and  to 
the  amiable  wife  who  has  contributed  to  his  pros- 
perity. He  was  married  April  7,  1866,  to  Miss 
Anna  Burns,  a  native  of  Camden,  N.  Y.,  and  a 
daughter  of  Patrick  and  Mary  (Carroll)  Burns,  na- 
tives of  Ireland.  Her  parents  came  to  Branch 
County,  Mich.,  in  1869,  and  died  there.  Mrs. 
Leigh  is  one  of  seven  children,  as  follows:  Mar- 
garet, Mathew,  Anna,  Elizabeth,  Kate,  John  and 
Jennie.  Mrs.  Leigh  was  reared  in  her  native  State 
and  came  to  Michigan  before  her  parents.  Her  mar- 
riage with  our  subject  has  brought  them  four 
children,  all  of  whom  are  living,  namely:  Carrie 
E.,  Walter,  Rollo  and  Eugene. 

Mr.  Leigh's  paternal    grandparents    were   Heze- 
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kiah  and  Rebecca  Leigh,  who  were  natives  respec- 
tively of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania.  They  died 
in  Oswego  County,  N.  Y.,  the  former  at  the  age  of 
sixty-five  years  and  the  latter  at  the  age  of  seventy. 
The  grandfather  was  a  gallant  soldier  in  the  War 
of  1812.  The  maternal  grandparents  of  our  sub- 
ject were  natives  of  New  York,  and  the  grandfather 
died  in  Oswego  County,  N.  Y.  The  grandmother 
spent  the  last  part  of  her  life  in  Branch  County, 
Mich.,  dying  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-three 


years. 


-*X*>" 


^>^^t>^^ 


DELBERT  D.  BAUGHMAN  is  the  lead- 
ing  dry-goods  merchant  of  Charlotte, 
(fc  and  one  of  the  foremost  business  men  of 
Eaton  County,  who  has  taken  a  prominent 
part  in  strengthening  its  financial  standing  and  has 
otherwise  promoted  its  interests.  A  native  of 
Haven's  Point,  Fairfield  County,  Ohio,  Mr.  Baugh- 
man  was  born  October  1,  1841.  His  father,  Dan- 
iel Baughman,  was  born  in  Cumberland  County, 
Pa.  He  in  turn  was  a  son  of  Joseph  Baughman, 
who  was  also  a  native  of  the  Keystone  State,  his 
birthplace  in  Lancaster  County,  where  he  was 
reared  and  married.  He  removed  from  there  to 
Cumberland  County,  and  was  a  pioneer  of  the  vil- 
lage of  Shippenburg,  where  he  spent  the  remainder 
of  his  days.  The  paternal  grandmother  of  our 
subject  was  born  in  Pennsylvania.  Her  father  was 
of  English  birth  and  her  mother  was  born  in  Ger- 
many. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  fifteen  years  old 
when  he  went  with  his  mother  to  Richland  County, 
Ohio.  From  there  he  went  to  Fairfield  County 
where  he  learned  the  trade  of  a  carpenter,  and 
finally  became  a  contractor  and  builder,  carrying 
on  his  business  at  Plymouth,  Richland  County, 
where  he  located  in  1844.  After  the  war  he  en- 
gaged in  the  grocery  business,  and  continued  in  it 
at  Plymouth  until  1867.  In  that  year  he  came  to 
Charlotte,  and  lived  in  retirement  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  a  comfortable  income  until  his  demise 
July  11,  1888.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was 
Elizabeth  Greenwood  Armstrong.  She  was  born 
in  Cumberland  County,  Pa.,  to  George  and  Georg- 


iana  (Greenwood)  Armstrong.  She  now  resides  at 
San  Diego,  Cal.  She  has  four  children  living,  as 
follows:  Sophia  G.,  wife  of  Henry  Benson  of  She- 
boygan County,  Mich.;  Georgiana  C,  wife  of  H. 
C.  Glen,  of  Van  Wert,  Ohio;  Minnie  E.,  wife  of 
James  Bailey,  of  San  Diego,  Cal. ;   and  our  subject. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  well  educated  in  the 
public  schools  of  Plymouth,  and  at  Ihe  age  of  six- 
teen he  commenced  life  as  a  clerk  in  a  general  store 
at  that  place,  at  a  salary  of  $100  a  year.  As  his 
services  became  more  valuable  his  wages  were 
raised,  and  he  continued  clerking  until  1864  and 
gained  a  clear  insight  into  mercantile  pursuits,  lay- 
ing there  the  foundation  of  his  after  success  as  a 
merchant.  In  that  year  the  young  clerk  laid  aside 
his  work,  put  behind  him  all  personal  aims  and  am- 
bitions, to  enlist  in  defense  of  the  stars  and  stripes, 
becoming  a  member  of  the  First  Independent  Ohio 
Battery.  He  went  with  his  regiment  to  the  Shen- 
andoah Valley,  Va.,  and  was  soon  detailed  as  clerk 
in  the  quartermaster's  department,  and  stationed  at 
Martinsburg,  where  he  was  on  duty  when  the  bat- 
tle of  Winchester  was  fought.  He  did  good  ser- 
vice until  after  the  close  of  the  war,  and  was  hon- 
orably discharged  with  his  regiment. 

After  his  experience  of  military  life  Mr.  Baugh- 
man returned  to  Plymouth  and  engaged  in  the 
grocery  business  with  his  father  until  1867,  when 
he  came  to  Charlotte  to  carry  on  the  dry-goods 
business,  and  has  ever  since  been  a  resident  of  this 
city.  He  entered  into  business  with  J.  M.  Strong, 
and  they  were  together  three  years.  Mr.  Strong 
then  withdrew,  and  Dr.  J.  T.  Fouts  succeeded  him. 
Our  subject  and  the  Doctor  continued  in  partner- 
ship until  1876.  From  that  time  until  1888  Mr. 
Baughman  conducted  the  business  alone.  In  the 
month  of  January  of  that  year  a  stock  company 
was  formed,  including  his  clerks,  and  he  turned 
the  management  of  the  concern  over  to  the  com- 
pany. But  in  January,  1890,  he  resumed  busi- 
ness and  has  ever  since  had  entire  control  over  it. 
His  has  become  the  leading  dry -goods  house  in  this 
section  of  Michigan,  and  it  has  been  built  up  by 
careful  attention  to  details,  by  far-sighted  and  lib- 
eral policy  and  by  strictly  straightforward  and 
honest  methods. 

Mr.  Baughman  and  Miss  Harriet  C.   Fouts  were 
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married  November  11,  1868.  Mrs.  Baughman  is 
a  native  of  Richland  County,  Ohio,  and  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Dr.  J.  T.  and  Ruth  (Haslett)  Fouts.  Our 
subject  and  his  amiable  wife  are  people  of  high 
standing  in  social  circles  in  this  city,  and  they 
have  many  warm  friends  whom  they  often  entertain 
right  royally  in  their  charming  home. 

Mr.  Baughman  bears  a  high  reputation  as  a  finan- 
cier among  his  fellow-business  men.  He  was  influ- 
ential in  securing  the  establishment  of  the  Merchants 
National  Bank  as  one  of  its  organizers,  and  is  now 
Vice-President,  and  one  of  its  directors,  and  was 
two  years  Cashier.  He  is  genial  and  courteous  in 
his  intercourse  with  others,  and  is  a  popular  mem- 
ber of  various  societies.  He  belongs  to  Charlotte 
Lodge,  No.  120,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. ;  to  Charlotte 
Chapter,  No.  82;  to  Charlotte  Commandery,  No. 
37,  and  to  De  Witt  Clinton  Consistory  of  Grand 
Rapids.     Politically  he  is  a  Democrat. 


JAMES  W.  BENTLEY.  No  better  known 
or  more  influential  citizen  can  be  found  in 
Hastings,  Barry  County,  than  this  gentle- 
man who  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Bent- 
ley  Bros.  <fe  Wilkins,  manufacturers  of  sash,  doors, 
blinds  and  hardwood  specialties.  The  business 
was  established  in  1866,  under  the  firm  name  of 
J.  W.  &  C.  Bentley,  and  conducted  thus  until 
early  in  the  '70s,  when  Mr.  Wilkins  was  received 
as  a  partner.  The  works  of  the  firm  cover  over 
some  fifteen  acres  of  ground  and  furnish  employ- 
ment for  fifty  or  more  men.  Among  the  buildings 
is  a  sawmill  with  a  capacity  in  hardwood  of  eight- 
een thousand  feet  per  day,  and  the  other  depart- 
ments of  the  establishment  are  of  proportionate 
size.  The  firm  does  a  large  business  in  contracting 
and  has  furnished  all  the  material  for  and  erected 
most  of  the  prominent  buildings  in  the  city. 

Mr.  Bentley  was  born  in  Monroe  County,  N.  Y., 
October  31,  1835,  and  is  the  oldest  of  a  family  of 
three  children  and  the  only  survivor.  The  sec- 
ond member  of  the  family  was  Emma,  formerly 
the  wife  of  Chester  Messer,  of  Hastings,  and  the 
third  was  Charles  G.,  who  passed  away  in  1887. 


The  father,  Simeon  A.  Bentley,  was  born  in  Mas- 
sachusetts and  was  of  English  ancestry.  He  came 
to  Barry  County  in  1855  and  during  his  later  years 
paid  some  attention  to  farming,  although  he  was  a 
skilled  carpenter  and  joiner.  He  died  here  in  1887 
at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty -six  years.  His 
widow,  formerly  Susan  Palmer,  is  still  living.  She 
is  a  native  of  the  State  of  Maryland. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  pursued  his  studies 
until  he  was  sixteen  years  old,  then  left  home 
and  secured  a  position  as  a  clerk  at  Middleport, 
N.  Y.  Then  he  removed  to  Hastings,  Mich.  He 
remained  in  this  place  until  the  breaking  out  of 
the  Civil  War,  when  his  loyalty  induced  him  to 
enter  in  the  Union  army,  and  he  enlisted  for  a 
period  of  three  years,  served  one  and  one-half 
years  in  the  First  New  York  Cavalry  and  was 
assigned  to  Company  K.  Before  his  term  of  en- 
listment expired  he  was  promoted  to  the  position 
of  First  Lieutenant  and  Regimental  Commissary 
Sergeant  in  the  Seventh  Michigan  Cavalry.  He 
served  three  years  longer,  during  the  greater  part 
of  the  time  doing  staff  duty,  and  for  some  time 
having  charge  of  Ft.  Collins,  a  post  of  supplies. 
When  his  services  were  no  longer  needed  as  a  sol- 
dier he  came  to  the  home  of  his  parents  and  within 
a  short  time  was  established  in  the  dry-goods 
business  in  Hastings.  He  remained  so  employed 
until  the  establishment  of  the  business  in  which 
he  is  now  engaged,  and  in  which  he  is  succeeding 
beyond  his  expectations.  The  firm  of  which  he  is 
a  member  is  the  only  one  of  the  kind  in  the  city 
and  is  justly  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant business  houses  here. 

In  the  fall  of  1867  Mr.  Bentley  established  his 
own  home,  winning  for  his  wife  Miss  Elizabeth 
M.  Doyle,  a  resident  of  this  city  and  a  daughter 
of  Darby  Do}de,  one  of  the  old  settlers  of  the 
county.  The  happy  union  has  been  blest  by  the 
birth  of  two  children — Henry  G.  and  Gertrude. 
The  son  is  now  aiding  his  father  in  business. 
Both  have  received  all  the  advantages  the  place 
affords  in  the  way  of  mental  culture,  and  under 
the  guidance  of  their  honored  parents  have  been 
taught  how  to  conduct  themselves  worthily  in  the 
various  relations  of  life  and  follow  in  the  footsteps 
of  their  progenitors  as  useful  members  of  society. 
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Mr.  Bentley  is  of  a  social  nature  and  is  identi- 
fied with  the  order  of  Masonry  and  the  Knights  of 
Pythias.  He  is  a  politician  to  the  extent  of  in- 
forming himself  regarding  the  issues  of  the  day 
and  voting  the  ticket  of  the  party  whose  princi- 
ples he  approves.  This  ticket  is  always  a  Demo- 
cratic one.  He  has  held  various  municipal  offices, 
from  Alderman  to  Mayor,  and  has  given  good 
satisfaction  to  his  constituency  in  whatever  posi- 
tion he  has  officiated.  His  record  as  a  soldier  is 
one  in  which  his  friends  take  just  pride  and  his 
sterling  patriotism  is  recognized  by  his  acquaint- 
ances as  a  prominent  feature  in  his  character.  His 
life  has  been  such  as  to  win  him  the  respect  of  all 
to  whom  he  is  known  and  the  deeper  regard  of 
those  who  have  become  intimately  acquainted  with 
him. 


£^)HOMAS  BLINSTON  is  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  Blinston  <fe  Son,  dealers  in  all  kinds 
of  farming  implements  and  machinery, 
wagons,  sleds,  engines  and  saw-mill  furnishings, 
doing  business  on  the  corner  of  Jefferson  and 
South  Court  Streets,  Hastings,  Barry  County. 
He  has  a  large  and  commodious  house,  well-stocked 
with  first-class  articles,  and  receives  the  patronage 
of  the  entire  county,  dealing  squarely  with  all,  and 
honored  as  an  upright  man  in  the  business  circles 
of  the  city  as  well  as  throughout  the  community. 
Mr.  Blinston's  parents  were  natives  of  the 
Mother  Country  and  came  to  America  in  1843, 
settling  in  Lancaster,  N.  Y.,  where  they  pur- 
chased a  farm.  Shortly  after  they  removed  to 
Buffalo,  at  which  place  their  son,  the  subject  of  our 
sketch,  was  born  June  9,  1844.  His  parents  think- 
ing the  West  afforded  a  better  opportunity  for 
agricultural  pursuits  came  to  Michigan  in  1855 
and  settled  m  Livingston  County  on  a  farm,  where 
they  remained  until  1867.  Mr.  Blinston  then 
removed  with  his  family  to  Shiawassee  County, 
where  he  engaged  in  mercantile  business,  running 
a  general  store  for  some  years,  afterward  retiring. 
He  held  various  offices  in  the  township,  which 
were  those  of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Supervisor,  and 


Township  Clerk.  He  has  always  by  his  prominent 
work  in  the  township  and  that  of  the  political 
party  to  which  he  belongs  (the  Democratic)  gained 
the  good  will  and  esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  order  of  Odd  Fellows. 
Joseph  Blinston,  the  father  of  our  subject,  has  a 
family  of  six  children,  namely:  Edwin,  Lucy  A., 
Frances,  Thomas,  Mary  J.  and  Josephine. 

The  early  school  days  of  our  subject  were  passed 
partly  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  and  later  in  Michigan. 
He  remained  at  home  until  a  lad  of  twelve  years, 
working  in  the  summer  on  the  farm  and  attending 
school  during  the  winter  months,  at  morning  and 
evening  feeding  the  cattle  and  doing  the  common 
chores  of  the  farm.  At  that  early  age,  before 
entering  his  teens,  he  engaged  to  learn  the  trade 
of  a  carpenter,  serving  an  apprenticeship  of  eighteen 
months,  afterward  taking  contracts  and  working 
on  his  own  account  until  the  opening  of  the  late 
war. 

In  1861  he  enlisted  in  Company  I,  Eighth  Michi- 
gan Infantry,  as  a  private  and  went  to  Washing- 
ton, D.  C.  From  there  the  regiment  was  sent  to 
South  Carolina,  reaching  the  State  in  time  to 
engage  in  the  sieges  of  Hilton  Head,  Wilmanton 
Island,  Ft.  Pulaski  and  Jnmes  Island.  His  regi- 
ment was  one  that  engaged  in  the  second  battle  of 
Bull  Run,  where  Mr.  Blinston  was  wounded  in  the 
shoulder  and  unfortunate  enough  to  be  captured 
by  the  rebels  and  taken  to  Libby  prison,  where  he 
remained  for  eight  months.  He  then  returned  to 
his  regiment  in  Kentucky,  proceeding  with  the 
same  to  Vicksburg,  where  they  engaged  in  the 
battle  at  that  place.  The  regiment  marched  from 
there  down  to  Jackson,  Miss.,  and  into  the  State 
of  Tennessee,  where  they  were  engaged  at  the  siege 
at  Knoxville.  Besides  the  wound  Mr.  Blinston 
received  at  Bull  Run,  he  was  wounded  at  Wilman- 
ton Island,  having  the  first  finger  of  the  left  hand 
shot  off.  He  was  also  shot  in  the  left  ankle  at 
Spottsylvania  Court  House.  During  the  four  years 
and  one  month  of  service,  through  all  the  cam- 
paigns of  the  Wilderness  down  to  the  time  of 
Lee's  surrender,  Mr.  Blinston  enjoj'ed  excellent 
health  in  spite  of  all  the  hardships,  except  for  a 
period  of  two  months. 

After   he   was   mustered  out  of  the  service  he 
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returned  to  Livingston  County,  Micb.,  remaining 
there  for  a  short  time  and  then  proceeded  to  New 
York  State  and  later  to  the  oil  fields  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, where  he  remained  two  years.  The  work 
in  this  new  venture  not  pleasing  Mr.  Biinston  he 
removed  to  Shiawassee  County,  Mich.,  where  he 
engaged  in  the  occupation  of  his  early  days,  resid- 
ing on  a  farm  for  three  years.  At  this  time  he 
changed  his  place  of  residence  to  Barry  County, 
Carlton  Township,  where  he  entered  into  the  mer- 
cantile business,  continuing  the  same  during  a 
period  of  nine  years,  and  also  carrying  on  his  farm. 
He  then  sold  out  and  worked!  for  the  Messer 
Bros,  at  Hastings,  in  the  agricultural  business. 
Subsequently  he  traveled  for  the  Birdsell  Manu- 
facturing Company,  selling  threshers  and  engines. 
After  laboring  at  this  occupation  for  eighteen 
months  he  entered  into  his  present  business,  which 
he  carries  on  in  a  profitable  manner.  He  adheres 
to  the  same  party  as  his  father,  being  a  stanch  and 
loyal  Democrat. 

Mr.  Biinston,  by  his  upright  life  and  ability  has 
been  placed  in  some  of  the  prominent  offices  of 
the  township  and  city,  holding  the  office  of  Town- 
ship Clerk  and  Treasurer  for  a  number  of  years,  and 
Postmaster  in  the  city  for  a  term  of  eight  years. 
In  1872  our  subject  met,  wooed  and  won  Miss 
Alzora  Scribner  and  to  this  happily  wedded  couple 
has  been  given  one  son,  T.  Dorr,  who  is  engaged 
with  his  father  in  the  agricultural  business. 


*-*• 


~^>>- 


^ALTER  C.  WESTLAND  is  editor  of  the 
Grand  Ledge  Independent.  There  is  in 
^fj  the  business  world  only  one  kind  of  man 
who  can  successfully  combat  the  many  disadvan- 
tages and  trials  that  come  boldly  to  the  front,  and 
that  is  the  man  of  superior  intelligence  and  force 
of  character,  and  one  who  is  also  the  happy  pos- 
sessor of  that  energy  that  seems  somehow  to  be  the 
magic  wand  that  transforms  a  poor  beginning  into 
a  flattering  end.  To  this  class  belongs  Walter  C. 
Westland,  a  man  who  by  strict  integrity,  shrewd- 
ness of  judgment  and  good  management  is  rapidly 
mounting  the  ladder  of  fortune. 


Mr.  Westland  first  saw  the  light  in  Hiram  Town- 
ship, Portage  County,  Ohio,  July  6,  1852,  and  is 
the  eldest  son  of  William  C.  and  Jannette  West- 
land.  In  1864  he  removed  with  his  parents  to 
Charlotte,  Eaton  County,  where  he  attended  school 
and  commenced  learning  the  "art  preservative' '  in 
the  Charlotte  Argus  office,  when  D.  F.  Weber  was 
its  editor.  He  subsequently  worked  in  the  Char- 
lotte Republican  office  and  in  1868  removed  to 
Iowa  City,  Iowa,  where  he  attended  school  for  a 
brief  period  and  then  commenced  the  active  busi- 
ness of  life  as  a  general  news  and  job  printer, 
being  in  reality  educated  in  the  printing-office  for 
the  responsibilities  of  life.  He  worked  at  his  trade 
in  Iowa  City,  Cedar  Rapids  and  West  Liberty, 
Iowa,  also  in  Chicago,  Cleveland  and  other  cities 
until  1875,  when  he  became  interested  in  the  pub- 
lication of  the  Grand  Ledge  Independent  in  part- 
nership with  B.  F.  Saunders.  He  soon  after  pur- 
chased his  partner's  interest  and  has  published  the 
paper  continuously  ever  since — a  period  of  sixteen 
years,  and  has  increased  its  circulation  from  three 
hundred  to  fifteen  hundred,  and  the  other  branches 
of  the  business  in  proportion.  In  politics  the 
paper  has  always  been  independent.  It  is  a  sound 
family  paper,  well  supplied  with  solid  and  useful 
information,  keeping  its  readers  well  informed  on 
current  topics,  and  one  of  its  interesting  features 
is  the  correspondence  from  various  localities  in 
the  county.  The  Independent  owes  its  strength 
and  high  position  to  his  geuius  and  is  read  far  and 
wide,  having  a  very  large  circulation. 

Mr.  Westland  was  married  to  Miss  Mattie  F. 
Branch,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  E.  P.  Branch,  Octo- 
ber 18,  1864.  They  lived  happily  together  until 
August  4,  1889,  when  the  devoted  wife  and  mother 
was  claimed  by  death,  leaving  four  children:  Nellie, 
Grace,  Will  and  Zoe. 

Religiously  Mr.  Westland  is  a  consistent  member 
of  the  Congregational  Church,  in  which  he  is  an 
active  worker  and  contributor.  Socially  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Work- 
men, Knights  of  Pythias,  and  of  the  Maccabees; 
and  has  served  his  fellow-townsmen  on  the  School 
Board.  In  addition  to  his  duties  as  an  editor  and 
the  numerous  positions  which  he  has  held  in  the 
township,  he   is   interested    in  the    Grand    Ledge 
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Sewer  Pipe  Company.  His  fame  and  popularity  have 
extended  much  beyond  the  limits  of  the  county, 
and  his  genial,  cordial  manners  have  gained  him 
the  friendship  of  all  who  have  been  associated 
with  him  either  in  business  or  social  life.  He  has 
always  been  identified  with  and  earnestly  interested 
in  overy  public  enterprise  that  would  benefit 
Grjind  Ledge,  in  whose  future  he  has  the  greatest 
faith.  He  has  served  the  village  two  years  as 
Recorder  and  also  as  its  President  for  the  same 
length  of  time. 


-*s- 


ORACE  HAWKINS.  A  simple  narration 
of  facts  regarding  the  life  of  an  individual 
is  undoubtedly  the  best  biographical  history 
(^)  that  can  be  written  of  him.  Therefore  we 
shall  not  endeavor  to  elaborate  upon  the  incidents 
in  the  career  of  the  gentleman  whose  name  heads 
this  sketch,  and  whose  portrait  appears  on  the 
opposite  page.  He  is  the  oldest  surviving  settler 
of  Vermontville  Township,  Eaton  County,  having 
come  here  with  his  parents  when  a  boy  in  1836. 
His  present  home  is  on  section  16,  Vermontville 
Township,  where  he  is  carrying  on  farming.  He 
was  born  in  Castleton,  Vt.,  May  6,  1832,  and  is  the 
son  of  Jay  and  Lodice  (Plumle}*)  Hawkins,  who 
were  also  natives  of  the  Green  Mountain  State. 

The  parents  of  Mr.  Hawkins  came  to  Michigan 
with  the  Vermont  Colony,  in  1836,  and  settled  in 
what  is  now  Vermontville,  where  they  spent  the 
remainder  of  their  days,  passing  away  at  advanced 
ages.  The  father  followed  the  occupation  of  a 
farmer  all  his  life.  He  came  to  this  State  a  poor- 
man,  but  by  leading  a  life  of  economy  and  industry 
left  at  his  death  an  estate  valued  at  $6,000.  The 
farm  comprised  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  which 
Mr.  Hawkins  brought  to  a  fine  state  of  cultivation. 
He  was  a  hard  worker  but  was  in  poor  health  rmny 
years  before  his  death.  He  served  the  interests  of 
his  fellow-townsmen  by  holding  many  township 
offices.  Politically  he  was  first  a  Whig  and  later, 
upon  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party, 
became  one  of  its  stanch  adherents. 

The  journey  to  this  State  was  made  by  water  to 


Detroit  and  thence  by  team  to  Vermontville. 
Although  not  a  member  of  any  religious  denom- 
ination Mr.  Hawkins  was  known  to  support  the 
good  cause  in  substantial  ways.  The  parental 
family  numbered  three  sons:  Horace,  Daniel  W. 
and  Duane.  Daniel  W.  enjoys  the  distinction  of 
being  the  second  white  child  born  in  the  township. 
Our  subject  has  lived  in  this  township  for  a  period 
of  fifty-five  years,  and  is  the  oldest  resident  in  the 
town.  In  1857  he  located  upon  the  place  where  he 
resides,  and  his  possessions  now  comprise  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres,  one  hundred  and  sixty  of 
which  have  been  placed  under  a  fine  state  of  culti- 
vation. 

The  land  was  in  its  primitive  condition  when 
our  subject  made  his  purchase,  a  portion  of  it 
being  timber  and  swamp,  but  it  has  been  improved 
in  such  a  manner  that  it  ranks  among  the  finest 
estates  in  the  township.  He  is  much  interested  in 
stock-raising  and  is  breeding  some  fine  grades. 
PoliticaUy  he  was  a  Republican,  but  feeling  that 
he  had  good  reason  for  changing  his  views  is  now 
a  strong  Prohibitionist.  He  is  active  in  public  life 
and  has  held  the  important  township  and  school 
offices.  He  and  his  wife  are  devoted  members  of 
the  Free  Methodist  Church  at  Vermontville.  Mrs. 
Hawkins  was  known  in  her  maidenhood  as  Miss 
Betsey  P.  Sprague,  and  was  married  to  our  subject 
June  25,  1857.  She  is  a  native  of  Manlius,  Onon- 
daga County,  N.  Y.,  the  date  of  her  birth  being 
February  28,  1835.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Levi  C. 
and  Cornelia  (Cole)  Sprague,  who  made  their  home 
in  Le  Roy*  Calhoun  County,  this  State,  the  year 
before  its  admission  into  the  Union  as  a  State. 
Later  they  removed  to  Vermontville  Township, 
where  they  died. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hawkins  are  the  parents  of  nine 
children,  bearing  the  names  respectively  of  Horace 
W.,  Harvey  Q  ,  Levi,  Nettie  M.,  Jay,  Cornelia  E.. 
Joseph  H.,  Grant  and  Sylvia  L.  Levi  and  Nettie 
M.  are  deceased;  Horace  W.,  a  farmer  in  Pratt 
County,  Kan.,  married  Miss  Ellen  Crawley  ;  Harvey 
Q.  is  a  farmer  in  Vermontville  Township;  he  took 
to  wife  Miss  Melissa  Bradley,  a  native  of  Canada, 
and  is  the  father  of  two  sons — Ray  and  Hector. 
Cornelia  E.  is  the  wife  of  William  Kcnworthy, 
formerly  of  Vermontville,   but   now  residents  of 


632 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


Bismarck,  this  county;  he  is*  a  farmer  and  has  one 
daughter — Mattie  W.  The  genial  nature  as  well  as 
the  unusual  liberality  of  Mr.  Hawkins  has  made 
him  numerous  friends  in  the  community,  with 
which  he  has  been  identified  for  more  than  half  a 
century. 


**~*-|*^P<^fH~f< 


eAPT.  CORTEZ  P.  PENDILL.  The  pub- 
lishers of  this  Album  would  fail  in  their 
purpose  of  presenting  to  its  readers  some 
account  of  the  lives  of  the  prominent  men  of  Eaton 
and  Barry  Counties  were  they  to  omit  Capt.  Pen- 
dill,  whose  record  as  a  patriot  soldier  is  amply  suffi- 
cient to  entitle  him  to  representation  were  he  not 
otherwise  worthy.  He  was  identified  with  the  in- 
terests of  Barry  County  for  a  number  of  years,  and 
by  painstaking  and  well-directed  efforts  gained  a 
fair  share  of  worldly  goods,  built  up  a  fine  home  and 
has  risen  to  a  prominent  place  in  the  community. 
His  home  is  in  Prairieville  Township  on  a  valuable 
farm  consisting  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-two 
acres  of  thoroughly  improved  and  carefully  culti- 
vated land. 

Before  outlining  the  life  of  Capt.  Pendill,  it  may 
be  well  to  make  brief  mention  of  his  nearer  ances- 
tors. His  grandfather,  James  Pendill,  organized 
a  company  of  which  he  was  Captain  during  the 
Mexican  War.  In  the  family  of  that  gentleman 
was  a  son  Elijah  W".,  who  was  born  in  New  York 
in  1812,  and  upon  growing  to  manhood,  married 
Mary  A.  Jennings,  a  native  of  Virginia.  To  this 
couple  there  were  born  six  children,  four  of  whom 
survive,  one  being  the  subject  of  this  biographical 
notice.  In  1855  Elijah  Pendill  came  to  Michigan 
and  located  on  Goguac  Prairie,  south  of  Battle 
Creek,  where  he  lived  several  years.  His  business 
was  that  of  a  drover,  although  he  had  formerly 
been  engaged  in  farming.  He  never  identified 
himself  with  any  religious  body,  but  did  much  to 
support  the  churches  and  started  a  strong  temper- 
ance movement  in  Battle  Creek.  Of  that  city  he 
was  Mayor  four  years,  and  near  it  he  died  in  1877. 
His  widow,  who  is  still  living,  is  an  advocate  of 
woman  suffrage,  and  has  been  an  active  temper- 


ance worker,  having  borne  a  prominent  part  in  the 
crusade  at  Battle  Creek  some  years  since;  she  is  a 
devout  Christian,  her  membership  being  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Capt.  Pendill  was  born  at  Batavia,  Genesee 
County,  N.  Y.,  December  18,  1835.  After  obtain- 
ing a  preliminary  education  in  the  district  school, 
he  spent  one  year  in  college  at  Lima,  N.  Y.,  and 
one  term  at  Albion,  (Mich.)  College.  He  then 
taught  a  few  months  in  Southern  Indiana,  and  dur- 
ing the  winter  went  south  to  Vicksburg,  Miss.  In 
the  spring  of  1856  he  returned  t@  this  State,  and 
located  on  land  his  father  had  purchased  in  Prai- 
rieville Township,  Barry  County.  Here  he  was 
engaged  in  farming  until  after  the  outbreak  of  the 
Rebellion,  when  his  patriotic  fervor  induced  him  to 
take  up  arms  in  defense  of  his  country.  He  en- 
listed in  the  fall  of  1862  in  the  Sixth  Michigan  Cav- 
alry, and  entered  the  service  as  First  Sergeant. 

Among  the  famous  fields  on  which  Capt.  Pendill 
fought  may  be  mentioned  Gettysburg,  Falling  Wa- 
ters, the  Richmond  raid  and  the  Wilderness.  He 
was  promoted  to  a  Second  Lieutenancy  in  the 
spring  of  1863,  and  in  the  fall  of  1864  rose  to  the 
rank  of  Captain,  and  as  such  was  mustered  out  Oc- 
tober 16.  He  was  never  off  duty  a  day  until  he 
was  wounded,  May  6,  1864,  during  the  Battle  of  the 
Wilderness.  While  in  the  thick  of  the  fight  that 
morning  he  was  shot  through  the  body,  the  ball  en- 
tering his  left  side  toward  the  back  and  penetrating 
the  stomach,  and  coming  out  in  front.  He  was  on 
horseback  at  the  time.  He  was  sent  to  Seminary 
Hospital  at  Georgetown,  and  after  lying  there  ten 
days  started  for  home.  When  convalescent  he  re- 
joined the  forces  and  was  placed  on  duty  at  Camp 
Stoneman,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  discharged. 

In  the  fall  of  1862  Mr.  Pendill  was  married  to 
Miss  Helen  O.  Van  Yleet,  a  native  of  Barry  County 
and  a  daughter  of  E.  B.  Van  Vleet,  formerly  of 
Lenawee  County.  Of  this  union  there  were  born 
four  children — Florence,  Belle,  Van  and  June. 
The  first-born  lives  on  a  farm  near  Battle  Creek, 
having  married  Will  Mott,  and  Belle  is  the  wife  of 
Charles  Carson,  their  home  being  on  the  Pendill 
homestead.  Capt.  Pendill  was  a  second  time  mar- 
ried, February  7,  1890,  the  bride  being  Mrs.  Ao-nes 
C.  Eddy,  a  native  of  Augusta,  Mich. 
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After  his  discharge  from  the  army,  Capt.  Pendill 
returned  to  his  former  home  and  resumed  the  agri- 
cultural  work  that  brought  him  reputation  and 
wealth.  His  reputation  as  a  soldier  was  an  honor- 
able one,  true  bravery  and  dashing  gallantry  hav- 
ing characterized  him,  and  even  the  routine  duties 
which  prove  so  trying  to  a  fervid  spirit,  having 
been  conscientiously  discharged.  As  a  matter  of 
course  he  was  identified  with  the  Grand  Army. 
Politically  he  was  independent.  He  had  held  the 
responsible  positions  of  Township  Treasurer  and 
School  Superintendent,  and  exerted  a  considerable 
influence  in  the  community  of  which  he  had  so 
long  been  an  honored  member.  The  death  of  this 
well-known  citizen  and  soldier  took  place  April  11, 
1891,  regretted  by  all  who  knew  his  worth. 
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RS.  LYDIA  A.  BULL.  This  highly  re- 
spected lady  has  lived  in  Barry  County  for 
a  number  of  years  and  is  numbered  among 
its  wealthy  residents.  She  was  born  near 
Circleville,  Fairfield  County,  Ohio,  October  24, 
1826,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Nancy  (An- 
derson) Shaw.  She  comes  of  old  Southern  families 
and  was  carefully  reared  in  accordance  with  the 
customs  of  the  period  during  which  her  girlhood 
was  passed.  She  obtained  a  good  education  in  the 
schools  of  the  day  and  a  practical  knowledge  of 
the  household  duties  which  belong  to  woman's 
province,  and  at  the  same  time  acquired  the  prin- 
ciples and  habits  which  make  her  a  valued  member 
of  society. 

Mrs.  Bull  is  a  grand-daughter  of  William  Shaw, 
who  was  born  in  Maryland  and  went  to  Virginia 
before  his  marriage.  In  1810  he  removed  to  Ohio, 
where  he  remained  until  1831  when  he  removed  to 
Michigan,  in  which  State  he  spent  the  later  years 
of  his  life.  He  reared  three  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters, the  second  son  being  Samuel,  father  of  our 
subject.  Samuel  Shaw  was  born  December  8,  1 798, 
in  the  Old  Dominion,  and  was  just  entering  his 
'teens  when  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  Ohio. 
There  he  grew  to  manhood  and  married  Nancy 
Anderson,  who  was  born  in  Kentucky  May  4,  1798. 


Her  parents,  Elijah  and  Marian  Anderson,  were 
natives  of  Virginia  and  Kentucky  respectively  and 
were  of  the  Baptist  faith. 

In  the  fail  of  1831  Samuel   Shaw  and  his  wife 
came  with  a  party  of  more  than  a  score  of  men  and 
women  to  Cass  County,  Mich.,  making  the  journey 
with  teams  according  to  the  primitive  fashion.  The 
Shaws   settled  on   forty  acres  of   land  in  Galena 
Township  and   there   Mrs.  Shaw  died  August  13, 
1847.     The  bereaved  husband  made  his  home  with 
his  children  from  that  time  until  his  death,  January 
29,  1877.     He  and  his  wife  were  active  members  of 
the   Methodist  Episcopal  Church.     To  them   were 
born    twelve   children,  viz.:  Marian,  William  B.,   4 
John  A.,  Thornton  A.,  Lydia  A.,  Richard  B.,  Sarah, 
Elijah,  Lelia  K.,  Abner,  Alice  I.   and  Erastus  S. 
The  last-named  died  in  infancy  and  the  others  lived 
to  establish  homes  of  their  own.     Richard  served 
in  the  Union  army  and   died   at  Covington,  Ky., 
and  Elijah  was  a  soldier  for  three  years,  and  died 
while  on  a  visit  to  our  subject  March  9,  1891. 

The  marriage  of  Miss  Lydia  A.  Shaw  to  Albert 
Ebenezer  Bull  was  solemnized  at  the  bride's  home 
November  19,  1846.  Mr.  Bull  was  born  in  Shef- 
field, Berkshire  County,  Mass.,  and  reared  on  a 
farm,  although  his  father,  William  Bull,  was  a  phy- 
sician. After  completing  his  preliminary  studies 
Mr.  Bull  studied  surveying,  which  he  followed 
more  or  less  during  his  life.  He  did  professional 
work  in  Florida  and  in  Michigan,  and  while  sur- 
veying in  this  State  located  a  large  tract  of  land 
that  is  known  as  Bull's  Prairie.  It  is  in  Rutland 
Township,  Barry  County.  At  the  time  of  his 
death  Mr.  Bull  owned  five  hundred  acres  there  and 
two  hundred  in  Irving  Township.  When  he  left 
home  his  capital  consisted  of  $500  and  when  he 
died  he  was  one  of  the  wealthiest  citizens  of  Barry 
County.  He  was  a  merchant  in  Schoolcraft  for 
many  years  and  also  carried  on  commercial  life  at 
White  Pigeon.  He  moved  on  to  his  farm  about 
1857  and  lived  there  until  his  death,  March  5,  1865. 
He  was  then  sixty- three  years  of  age.  He  was  a 
liberal  donator  to  public  enterprises  and  during 
the  war  contributed  generously  to  free  the  town- 
ship from  the  draft.  He  was  a  stanch  Union  man 
and  as  he  was  beyond  the  age  of  army  service  he 
did  what  he  could  to  aid  the  cause  in  other  ways. 
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Mrs.  Bull  made  a  second  marriage,  the  man  to 
whom  she  gave  her  hand  being  Albert  Eton  Bull,  a 
nephew  of  her  former  husband  and  a  son  of  William 
J.  Bull.  He  came  to  Michigan  in  1864.  She  of 
whom  we  write  was  a  second  time  left  a  widow, 
November  12,  1878,  when  her  husband  died  at  the 
age  of  forty-six  years.  She  subsequently  traded 
her  interest  in  the  estate  for  two  hundred  acres  on 
section  1,  Yankee  Springs  Township,  and  section 
36,  Thorn  Apple  Township,  where  she  now  makes 
her  home.  This  farm  is  one  of  the  finest  in  the 
township,  with  many  substantial  improvements, 
including  an  attractive  residence  and  all  the  mod- 
ern conveniences  in  the  way  of  farm  buildings. 
Mrs.  Bull  has  been  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church  for  twenty-five  years  and  is  a  liberal  con- 
tributor to  church  work  and  all  benevolent  enter- 
prises Her  second  husband  was  a  Deacon  in  that 
religious  body  and  was  one  of  its  strong  pillars, 
and  contributed  of  his  means  to  that  body. 

<&  MLLIAM  GAYTON.  This  Biographical 
\/\l//  Album  of  Eaton  County  would  not  be 
yfi/y  complete  without  a  sketch  of  William 
Gayton,  who  has  for  many  years  made  his  home 
in  Bellevue  Township.  He  is  a  good-natured,  jolly 
Englishman,  and  holds  a  prominent  place  as  a 
farmer  and  citizen,  and  it  is  a  cause  of  rejoicing 
to  all  his  acquaintances  that  prosperity  attends 
him  in  all  his  ventures  in  life.  His  father  and 
mother,  John  and  Mary  (Kid well)  Gayton,  were 
natives  of  Devonshire,  near  Barnstable,  England. 
They  were  the  parents  of  three  children:  John,  who 
died  in  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.;  Thomas,  killed  at 
Fredericksburg,  during  the  late  war;  and  our  sub- 
ject. 

William  Gayton  was  born  in  Swanbridge  Parish 
near  Barnstable,  Devonshire,  England,  November 
25,  1821.  He  received  a  good  common-school  edu- 
cation in  one  of  the  National  schools  of  the  dis- 
trict, and  after  he  passed  his  sixteenth  birthday 
engaged  in  farm  work  by  the  year,  continuing  it 
some  fivej'ears.  He  then  married  and  within  a  few 
years  embarked  with  his  wife  for  America,  believ- 


ing that  here  they  could  better  their  financial  con- 
dition. They  left  Plymouth  in  the  spring  of  1852 
on  the  sail ''vessel,  "Spermaceti,"  and  after  four 
weeks  ofjjocean  travel  landed  at  Quebec.  Thence 
they  went  to  New  York,  and  in  Genesee  County 
Mr.  Gayton  farmed  until  1857,  making  his  home  on 
a  tract  of  two  and  "a  half  acres  near  Batavia,  that 
he  bought. 

At  the  date  mentioned  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gayton 
came  to  Michigan,  traveling  by  rail  to  Battle  Creek, 
and  for  ten  years  the  husband  cultivated  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  of  land  in  Assyria  Township, 
Barry  County.  The  ensuing  four  years  were  spent 
in  operating  three  hundred  acres  in  Pennfield 
Township,  Calhoun  County.  In  the  spring  of 
1871  he  bought  his  present  estate,  which  consists  of 
eighty  acres  on  section  10,  Bellevue  Township.  At 
the  time  of  its  purchase  it  was  covered  with  tim- 
ber, which  he  has  removed,  replacing  it  with  excel- 
lent buildings,  orchard,  groves,  and  cultivated 
fields.  His  principal  crops  are  grain  and  hay,  for 
which  he  finds  a  ready  market  in  Bellevue,  three 
and  a  half  miles  distant.  The  farm  house  is  com- 
modious, substantial  and  home-like,  and  the  accom- 
panying buildings  are  well  adapted  for  their  various 
purposes. 

At  his  native  place,  May  10,  1848,  Mr.  Gayton 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  Hay  don, 
who  was  born  in  Tosteck,  Devonshire,  February  21, 
1826.  Her  father,  John  Haydon,  was  born  in  the 
same  town  as  his  daughter  and  was  but  twenty- one 
years  old  when  he  entered  the  English  army,  with 
which  he  was  connected  thirty-five  years.  He  be- 
came Sergeant  and  finally  retired  on  a  pension.  He 
was  present  at  the  battle  of  Waterloo,  and  did  some 
Indian  service.  His  first  wife,  mother  of  Mrs. 
Gayton,  was  born  in  London  and  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Sarah  Haydon.  She  died  when  her  daugh- 
ter Sarah  was  quite  small  and  the  child  was  adopted 
by  Miss  Shapland.  She  made  her  own  way  from 
early  life  until  her  marriage.  Her  only  brother, 
William,  enlisted  in  the  English  army,  and  died  of 
cholera  at  Malta.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gayton  have  seven 
children — Mary,  Sarah,  William,  Cora,  Frank,  Ida, 
and  Fred.  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Wiilard  Follett; 
Sarah  married  Lewis  Simon  and  died  in  1886; 
William  is  farming  in  Bellevue  Township;   Ida   is 
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the  wife  of  Fred  Miller,  in  Kalamo  Township;  Fred 
is  in  Texas,  firing  on  the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad. 
Mr.  Gayton  is  a  school  officer  and  is  efficient  in 
discharging  the  duties  of  his  position.  His  relig- 
ious belief  is  that  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
and  his  political  faith  that  of  the  Republican  party. 
lie  and  his  wife  are  hospitable  and  entertaining  and 
stand  well  throughout  the  community,  -their  repu- 
tation being  that  of  good  neighbors,  worthy  citi- 
zens and  firm  friends. 


ANIEL  W.  DRISCOLL.  The  vocation  of 
a  farmer  is  one  that  calls  for  a  display  of 
good  judgment  based  on  close  observation 
of  the  phenomena  of  Nature,  while  its 
social  aspects  develop  the  virtues  of  hospitality 
charity  and  brotherly  kindness,  in  a  degree  scarcely 
equal  in  any  other  calling.  Mr.  Driscoll,  a  brave 
veteran  of  the  late  war  is  one  of  the  leading  farm- 
ers in  Kalamo  Township,  Eaton  County.  His  farm 
contains  forty  acres,  is  situated  on  section  24, 
and  is  in  every  respect  one  of  the  most  valuable 
in  this  locality.  But  few  representatives  of  the 
class  in  this  vicinity  have  better  facilities  for  con- 
ducting agricultural  operations. 

The  father  of  our  subject  Thomas  Driscoll,  was 
born  December  17,  1806,  in  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts. Flis  grandfather  James  Driscoll,  was  born  in 
Ireland  and  came  to  America  with  his  parents 
when  but  a  boy  and  followed  farming  in  the  State 
of  Massachusetts.  The  family  is  of  Irish  descent, 
the  name  being  originally  O'Driscoll.  In  1815 
the  grandfather  removed  to  New  York  and  settled 
in  Genesee  County  on  a  farm.  He  improved  and 
cleared  one  hundred  acres  and  resided  on  this  farm 
until  his  death.  He  was  prominently  connected 
with  the  Presbyterian  Church.  The  father  of  our 
subject  engaged  in  the  occupation  of  farming  in 
the  same  State  where  he  remained  until  1835,  when 
he  removed  to  Ohio  and  settled  in  Sandusky.  He 
purchased  a  farm  of  seventy-five  acres  and  con* 
tinued  to  work  and  conduct  the  same  until  the  fall 
of  1853  when  he  came  to  Michigan  and  purchased 
a   farm  in  Kalamo  Township,  situated   on  section 


21  and  containing  eighty  acres.  This  farm  was 
heavily  timbered  wThich  he  proceeded  to  cut  and 
then  erected  a  log  house.  In  the  spring  of  1864 
he  sold  this  land  and  bought  eighty  acres  on  sec- 
tion 14,  in  the  same  township.  He  made  his  home 
on  this  farm  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1870. 
While  residing  in  Ohio  he  served  for  several  years 
as  County  Sheriff.  He  always  took  a  prominent 
part  in  the  work  of  this  township.  He  aided  and 
helped  to  build  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of 
which  he  was  a  member. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  Susannah  (Mudge) 
Driscoll,  was  born  in  Exeter,  N.  H.,  and  was  the 
daughter  of  Richard  Mudge.  Her  father  was  a 
native  of  New  Hampshire  and  a  tanner  and  cur- 
rier by  trade.  He  removed  to  Genesee  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  from  there  to  Sandusky,  Ohio,  where  he 
followed  the  business  of  a  millwright  and  was  one 
of  the  noted  machinists  of  that  place.  He  also 
owned  a  farm  near  that  town.  He  died  in  the  year 
1848.  Mr.  Mudge  traced  his  ancestry  back  to  the 
sturdy  and  enterprising  Pilgrims.  These  Pilgrims 
braved  the  dangers  of  the  sea  and  made  the  mem- 
orable passage  in  the  '-Mayflower,"  and  were  of 
that  band  which  first  set  foot  on  Plymouth  Rock, 
that  has  also  been  known  and  rightfully  called 
"Forefathers  Rock."  This  band,  the  exact  number 
of  which  was  one  hundred  and  two,  were  after- 
ward known  as  the  Puritans,  a  name  gained  from 
the  fact  that  they  demanded  a  more  complete  puri- 
fication in  church  matters  in  the  Mother  Country. 
Failing  to  gain  such  they  separated  from  the 
Church  of  England,  and  owing  to  persecution  fled 
to  Holland  where  they  remained  for  twelve  years. 
But  owing  to  the  evil  influences  that  surrounded 
their  children,  they  longed  for  a  free  land.  Amer- 
ica offered  such  a  home  and  they  resolved  to  brave 
every  danger.  No  wonder  that  the  influence  of 
such  a  people  has  been  felt  through  the  country, 
and  is  held  in  grateful  remembrance.  The  sturdy 
and  independent  principles  of  his  forefathers  de- 
scended to  Mr.  Driscoll,  our  subject,  in  a  large 
proportion,  and  have  influenced  all  the  acts  of  his 
life,  and  that  influence  is  felt  in  the  entire  com- 
munity. Susannah  Driscoll  died  in  1878  on  the 
old  homestead.  She  was  the  mother  of  eight  chil- 
dren. All  but  one  (who  was  born  in  New  Tork)  oj 
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these   children   were  born   in  Ballville,  Sandusky 
County,  Ohio. 

Mr.  Driseoll,  of  whom  we  write  was  the  fourth 
child  in  the  family,  and  was  born  November 
20,  1840,  at  the  home  place.  He  came  with  his 
parents  when  thirteen  years  old  in  the  fall  of  1853 
to  Michigan,  the  journey  being  made  by  team  and 
wagon.  They  were  twelve  days  on  the  way,  pass- 
ing through  the  Maumee  and  Cottonwood  Swamps. 
His  education  was  limited,  the  greater  part  of  it 
being  obtained  in  his  native  place,  prior  to  the  age 
of  thirteen  years,  when  he  attended  the  common 
district  school. 

Our  subject  remained  on  his  father's  farm,  assist- 
ing in  the  work  and  at  times  hiring  out  in  the 
neighborhood.  He  was  quite  an  expert  hunter,  and 
was  successful  especially  in  killing  deer  and  wild 
turkeys.  He  remained  at  home  until  the  year  1862. 
In  December  of  that  year  he  determined  to  enter 
the  army  and  enlisted  on  the  17th  in  the  Eighth 
Michigan  Cavalry,  Company  A.  He  was  mustered 
in  at  Mt.  Clemens  and  sent  South  in  the  spring  of 
1863.  He  participated  in  the  sieges  which  took 
place  at  Lexington,  July  27,  1863;  Stratford,  in 
the  same  month  on  the  31st;  Chickamauga,  Septem- 
ber 24;  and  a  prior  engagement  at  Campbell's  Sta- 
tion November  16,  1863.  In  that  same  month  he 
was  wounded  at  Knoxville.  He  was  shot  by  a  minie 
ball  through  the  left  knee,  which  caused  him  to  fall 
and  he  was  captured  by  Longstreet's  division.  The 
rebels  treated  him  kindly,  dressing  the  wound  and 
taking  the  bail  out,  which  they  afterward  gave  him. 
This  ball  weighed  two  and  one-half  ounces  and  Mr. 
Driseoll  carefully  preserves  it.  His  leg  was  broken 
by  this  bail  and  after  it  was  set  he  was  taken  to 
Andersonville.  He  was  among  a  number  of  pris- 
oners sent  to  Mobile  and  the  train  was  captured  by 
Gen.  Fields  of  Rosecrans  Division.  Mr.  Driseoll 
was  then  brought  back  to  the  regiment  and  placed 
in  the  hospital  at  Knoxville.  In  1864  in  the  month 
of  March  he  was  granted  a  furlough  and  made  a 
visit  to  his  home.  In  the  following  month  he  re- 
ported at  Detroit  and  remained  there  in  a  ward 
hospital  until  August  8,  1864.  During  that  time 
he  managed  to  hobble  around  on  crutches.  He 
was  then  honorably  discharged  on  account  of  the 
gun  shot  wopnd  and  returned  home,    At  one  time 


during  an  engagement,  he  was  hit  on  the  side  of 
the  head  by  a  spent  ball  and  was  rendered  insensi- 
ble for  several  hours.  This  unfitted  him  for  work 
for  some  time  afterward. 

Mr.  Driseoll  was  married  December  25,  1874,  to 
Miss  Aieeste  V.  Fuller,  a  daughter  of  Asa  Fuller. 
Mrs.  Drisooll's  grandfather,  was  a  native  of  Massa- 
chusetts, where  he  engaged  in  farming.  He  came 
to  Marietta,  Ohio,  and  resided  on  the  farm  for 
some  time  and  later  removed  to  Illinois  near  Baseo, 
where  he  remained  until  his  death.  The  father  en- 
gaged in  farming  while  residing  in  Ohio.  In  about 
1832  he  came  to  Michigan  and  located  in  Kalama- 
zoo County  and  in  1836  removed  to  Chester  Town- 
ship, this  county,  and  was  among  the  first  settlers 
in  that  part  of  the  country.  He  purchased  and 
cleared  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  and  lived  on 
three  or  four  different  farms  in  that  vicinity  until 
1861,  when  he  removed  to  Charlotte,  where  he 
bought  twelve  acres  of  land  inside  the  limits  of  that 
town.  He  is  at  present  residing  with  a  daughter, 
and  is  eighly-five  years  old. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  Susan  Dwinell,  was 
born  in  Vermont,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Henry 
Dwinell,  who  removed  to  the  State  of  New  York, 
where  he  died.  The  mother  died  in  1870.  Both 
were  consistent  members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
In  this  family  there  were  five  children,  Mrs.  Dris- 
eoll being  the  fourth  child  in  order  of  birth;  she 
was  born  January  24,  1841,  in  Chester  Township, 
and  was  reared  and  educated  there. 

Mr.  Driseoll  purchased  a  farm  of  forty  acres  in 
Roxana  Township,  where  he  resided  for  four  years. 
He  then  removed  to  Kalamo  Township,  and  bought 
forty  acres  on  section  14.  This  place  he  improved 
and  then  sold  in  1873.  Subsequently  he  purchased 
forty  acres  of  wild  land  on  which  he  located  and 
without  the  aid  of  any  one  cleared  and  improved 
and  made  of  it  a  fine  farm.  This  land  borders  on 
Lacy  Creek.  Mr.  Driseoll  has  a  large  hennery  in 
which  is  found  fine  breeds  of  the  Partridge-Cochin 
chickens.  He  keeps  the  Durham  grade  cattle,  and 
hence  a  large  part  of  the  products  of  this  farm  are 
butter  and  eggs.  He  rents  his  land  because  he  is 
not  able  to  plow  on  account  of  the  wound  received 
in  the  army;  this  injury  causes  him  constant  pain. 
Mr,  Driseoll  is  identified   with  A.  S,    Wiliiama 
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Post  No,  40,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Charlotte.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Patrons  of  Industry  in  his  town- 
ship. He  has  prominently  aided  in  school  work 
serving  as  Director  for  some  years.  Politically 
the  Republican  party  finds  in  him  a  stanch  advo- 
cate, and  he  frequently  serves  as  delegate  to  county 
conventions.  Among  his  most  valued  possessions 
are  a  compass  and  sun  dial,  which  was  brought  over 
in  the  ''Mayflower,"  by  the  Mudge  family,  and 
which  are  about  three  hundred  years  old. 

— »■ 3r** •— 

UARREN  CALKINS  is  numbered  among 
the  agriculturists  of  Barry  County,  and  is 
^^  an  active  member  of  society,  ready  to  aid 
in  the  projects  that  give  promise  of  increasing  the 
public  welfare  and  pushing  his  personal  affairs  in  a 
way  that  brings  its  own  reward.  He  owns  and 
occupies  a  good  farm  on  section  2,  Rutland  Town- 
ship, and  eighty  well-tilled  acres  being  the  source 
of  a  satisfactory  income  and  the  seat  of  comfort 
and  domestic  happiness.  This  property  has  been 
in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Calkins  since  1866  and  has 
been  improved  by  himself  almost  entirely.  It 
bears  such  outbuildings  as  are  usually  seen  on  the 
estates  of  prosperous  men,  and  around  the  dwelling, 
garden  and  orchard  and  floral  adornments  testify 
to  the  taste  of  the  inmates. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  Warren  Calkins  was 
christened  John  and  was  a  native  of  Chenango 
County,  N.  Y.,  born  there  August  25,  1785.  In 
1810  he  removed  to  Wayne  County,  where  he  con- 
tinued to  carry  on  farming.  He  married  Phebe 
Welman  and  reared  a  large  family.  Both  husband 
and  wife  were  active  in  church  work  and  lead- 
ing members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  congre- 
gation. Their  eldest  son  and  child  was  Milton  W., 
who  was  born  in  Chenango  County  May  1,  1809, 
and  who  followed  his  father's  example  in  choosing 
a  vocation.  He  carried  on  his  enterprise  in  Wayne 
County  until  1868  when  he  carne  to  this  State,  first 
locating  near  Lowell,  Kent  County.  He  finally 
moved  into  the  town  and  died  there.  He  was  a 
devoted  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  so  too 
wag  his  wife,  formerly  Jane  Quick,  who  also  died 


in  Lowell.     Mr.  Calkins  subsequently  married  Mrs. 
Jane  Kellogg. 

The  parental  familv  consists  of  three  children, 
he  of  whom  we  write  being  the  second  in  order  of 
birth.  His  sister  Phebe  married  Horton  P.  Peck 
and  lives  in  Reed  City;  his  brother  John  is  now  a 
resident  of  Nebraska.  The  latter  was  enrolled  in 
Company  G,  Ninth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  and 
during  a  charge  at  Petersburg,  in  April,  1865,  was 
wounded.  The  mother  of  this  family  lost  her  par- 
ents when  quite  small;  she  was  a  native  of  Dutch- 
ess County,  N.  Y. 

Warren  Calkins  was  born  in  Wa}rne  County, 
N.  Y.,  in  the  town  of  Butler,  July  15,  1838.  The 
scenes  amid  which  he  passed  his  early  years  were 
common  to  many  farmers'  sons  and  the  opportuni- 
ties for  obtaining  an  education  were  limited  to  the 
common  schools.  He  remained  at  home  until  he 
was  twenty-two  years  old,  at  which  period  he  en- 
tered upon  his  personal  struggle  against  circum- 
stances. His  career  was  interrupted  by  the  con- 
flict that  for  a  time  threatened  to  destroy  the  Union, 
and  ere  long  he  was  at  the  front,  ubattling  for  the 
right"  and  enduring  the  hardships  and  dangers  of  a 
soldier's  life.  After  his  return  from  the  South  Mr. 
Calkins  was  not  long  in  establishing  his  home  in 
this  State,  on  the  location  he  still  occupies. 

In  August,  1862,  Mr.  Calkins  was  enrolled  in 
Company  G,  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-eighth  New 
York  Infantry,  the  regiment  led  by  Col.  Joseph 
Welling  and  Lieut-Col.  William  H.  Seward,  Jr. 
The  first  real  battle  in  which  Mr.  Calkins  partici- 
pated was  in  front  of  Richmond,  and  this  was  fol- 
lowed by  Cold  Harbor,  Petersburg,  Seventh  St. 
in  Washington,  Cedar  Creek  and  Petersburg  again. 
At  the  last  engagement  he  was  shot  just  below  the 
left  eye,  the  ball  coming  out  in  front  of  the  right 
ear,  and  so  affecting  the  facial  organs  that  he  can- 
not open  his  mouth  wider  than  half  an  inch.  He 
was  placed  in  the  hospital,  then  sent  home  on  fur- 
lough and  discharged  at  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  in  August, 
1865.  During  the  intervals  between  the  conflicts 
noted  Mr.  Calkins  had  a  taste  of  camp  life  with  its 
tedious  and  wearing  duties,  and  of  the  marches  and 
skirmishes  that  make  so  much  of  the  necessities  of 
a  campaign. 

The  wedding  rites  of  Mr.  Calkins  and  Miss  Cor- 
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nulia  A.  Arnot  were  solemnized  April  4,  1866. 
The  bride  was  a  daughter  of  John  and  Livonia 
(Douglas)  Arnot,  of  Huron,  Wayne  County,  N.  Y., 
and  had  been  carefully  reared  and  well  instructed 
in  womanly  duties  and  accomplishments.  She 
followed  teaching  in  New  York  State,  and  was  thus 
occupied  for  ten  terms  and  also  taught  here  one 
term.  She  is  a  consistent  member  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church.  The  union  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Calkins  has  brought  them  four  children,  named 
respectively:  Vona  J.,  who  was  graduated  from  the 
Hastings  High  School  in  1890  and  is  now  engaged 
in  teaching;  Minnie  E.  will  be  graduated  this  sea- 
son from  the  same  institution  and  expects  to  fol 
low  teaching;  Arnot  was  killed  when  two  years  and 
eight  months  old  by  having  a  corn  marker  fall  on 
him;  and  Morris.  The  parents  are  well  thought  of 
in  the  community  and  discharge  the  duties  of  their 
station  in  a  becoming  manner. 


^# 
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<|  JMLLIAM  EDWINS.  This  name  will  be  at 
\rJfi  once  recognized  as  that  of  an  almost  life- 
Ww  long  resident  of  Eaton  County,  one  who 
from  boyhood  has  borne  a  part  in  the  work  which 
has  made  of  this  section  one  of  the  finest  agricul- 
tural regions  in  the  State.  The  owner  of  a  fine 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  five  acres  on  section  8, 
Sunfield  Township,  he  displays  as  a  farmer  an  ac- 
tive temperament  and  an  excellent  capacity  for 
managing  his  affairs  to  the  best  advantage.  For 
more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  he  has  been 
identified  with  the  history  and  development  of  the 
county  and  has  taken  his  part  in  its  upbuilding. 
His  residence,  which  is  both  comfortable  and  suffi- 
ciently commodious,  is  represented,  with  its  pleas- 
ant surroundings,  by  a  view  on  another  page. 

A  native  of  the  Empire  State,  Mr.  Edwins  was 
born  in  Ogden,  Monroe  County,  March  10,  1847. 
lie  knows  nothing  of  his  parents,  having  been 
taken  out  of  the  asylum  at  Syracuse  by  Benjamin 
Wheeler,  who  brought  him  to  this  State  when  only 
three  years  old.  His  protector  located  in  Barry 
County,  and  there  and  in  Eaton  County  the  days 
of  his  boyhood  and  youth  were  spent,  his   time 


being  occupied  by  work  upon  the  farm  and  in  at- 
tendance at  the  common  schools.  His  quickness  of 
apprehension  and  ardent  desire  to  become  well- 
fitted  for  the  battle  of  life,  gave  him  a  better 
understanding  of  those  branches  usually  found  in 
the  curriculum  of  the  public  schools  than  is  some- 
times the  case. 

On  February  9,  1864,  when  only  sixteen  years 
of  age,  Mr.  Edwins  enlisted  in  the  service  of  his 
country,  becoming  a  member  of  Company  X,  Sixth 
Michigan  Cavalry,  which  regiment  was  afterward 
consolidated  with  the  First  Michigan  Cavalry.  His 
first  service  was  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
under  command  of  Gen.  Sheridan,  and  he  partici- 
pated in  many  of  the  hard-fought  and  important 
battles  of  the  war,  including  the  engagements  at 
Yellow  Tavern,  Meadow  Bridge,  Winchester,  Sandy 
Ridge,  Five  Forks,  Shepherdstown,  Traviliion 
Station,  Appomattox  Court  House,  Fort  Republic, 
Mt.  Crawford,  Woodstock,  Leetown,  Baltimore 
Cross  Roads,  Cold  Harbor  and  the  twenty-one  days 
raid  from  Winchester  on  the  James  River  Canal. 

After  participating  in  the  Grand  Review  at 
Washington,  D.  C,  where  "wave  after  wave  of 
bayonet-crested  blue"  swept  by  the  grand  stand, 
the  regiment  was  ordered  to  Ft.  Leavenworth, 
Kan.,  and  thence  sent  to  Salt  Lake  City,  remaining 
in  the  West  until  1866.  Its  duty  was  to  guard  the 
mails  and  protect  the  emigrant  trains.  With  his 
comrades  our  subject  was  honorably  discharged  at 
Detroit,  Mich.,  June  30,  1866.  He  was  wounded 
by  an  accidental  shot  from  our  own  troops  on  Lit- 
tle Blue,  Neb.,  on  the  3d  of  July,  1865,  but  other- 
wise escaped  uninjured.  He  was  never  taken 
prisoner  and  was  only  in  the  hospital  a  short  time, 
but  always  faithful  to  his  duty  he  was  found  on  the 
scene  of  action  ready  for  any  service  required  of 
him. 

When  the  war  was  over,  Mr.  Edwins  returned  to 
his  home  in  Barry  County,  Mich.,  and  began  work- 
ing as  a  farm  hand.  On  the  28th  of  June,  1868,  he 
led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss  Helen  Leonard  of 
Assyria,  who  was  born  in  Niagara  County,  N.  Y., 
May  30,  1845.  Mrs.  Edwins  is  the  daughter  of 
Orville  and  Elizabeth  Leonard,  natives  of  New 
York.  The  father  died  in  the  army  while  defend- 
ing the  old  flag  January  26,   1865;  the  mother  is 
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still  living  and  makes  her  home  on  the  farm  of  Mr. 
Edwins.  The  congenial  union  of  Mr.  Edwins  and 
his  estimable  *wife  has  been  blessed  to  them  by  the 
birth  of  three  children — Orville,  Edna  E.  and 
Charlie. 

For  the  past  twenty-one  years  Mr.  Edwins  has 
owned  and  resided  upon  his  farm  in  the  town  of 
Sunfield,  which,  as  before  stated,  comprises  one 
hundred  and  five  acres.  At  the  time  of  his  pur- 
chase  not  a  furrow  had  been  turned  or  an  improve- 
ment made,  and  its  present  flourishing  condition 
testifies  to  the  thrift  and  enterprise  of  the  owner 
and  the  prosperity  resulting  therefrom.  He  is  a 
self  made  man  in  the  best  sense  of  the  word  and 
to  his  own  efforts  may  be  attributed  whatever  suc- 
cess he  has  achieved  in  life. 

Mr.  Edwins  has  met  with  a  number  of  reverses; 
the  money  which  he  sent  home  during  the  war  for 
safe  keeping  was  burned  in  I860,  when  the  house 
and  its  contents  were  entirely  destroyed  by  fire, 
But  he  has  overcome  his  misfortunes  by  indomita- 
able  will,  energy  and  pluck.  After  his  loss  he  went 
to  the  pineries  of  Michigan  and  worked  by  the 
month  for  money  to  pay  for  his  farm.  His  first 
home,  a  log  cabin,  18x24  feet,  has  long  since  been 
replaced  by  a  fine  two-story  frame  residence;  a 
large  barn,  36x66  feet  has  been  built  and  the  other 
improvements  are  in  keeping  with  those  already 
mentioned.  Mr.  Edwins  is  a  stanch  Republican  in 
politics  and  has  held  a  number  of  minor  olfices. 
An  honored  member  of  Samuel  Grinnell  Post,  No. 
283,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Sunfield,  of  which  he  was  Com- 
mander three  years,  he  takes  an  active  interest  in 
the  workings  of  the  organization  and  always  at- 
tends the  State  Encampments  at  his  own  expense. 
His  life  has  been  an  upright  one,  winning  him  the 
confidence  and  respect  of  all  and  his  army  record 
is  one  of  which  he  may  well  be  proud. 


SWj  EWIS  FRANCIS.  In  a  fine  large  dwelling 
I  (fig)  on  section  5,  Chester  Township,  Mr.  Fran- 
JL-^S  cis  makes  his  home,  and  from  it  extends  a 
reputation  that  is  a  potent  one  throughout  Eaton 
County.     The  man  who  has  worked  unremittingly 


for  his  own  good  and  that  of  his  kind  and  who  has 
taken  an  important  part  in  the  development  of  an 
agricultural  region,  becomes  widely  known  and 
honored,  especially  if  his  labors  are  undertaken  in 
a  new  country.  This  is  true  of  Mr.  Francis,  and 
as  much  may  be  said  of  his  wife,  who  has  shared  in 
his  experiences  and  been  a  valuable  second  to  him 
in  all  his  efforts. 

We  find  that  Lewis  Francis  is  a  grandson  of  Wix 
Francis,  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  and  a  son  of 
Henry  Francis,  who  was  born  in  New  York  in 
1794.  The  latter  married  Polly  M.  Zervy,  who 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1797.  He  lived  for 
some  years  near  Cleveland,  Ohio,  settling  there 
when  the  village  contained  but  one  store  and  a  log 
tavern  and  was  surrounded  by  what  might  well 
have  been  called  a  wilderness.  He  was  a  surveyor, 
and  for  three  years  did  professional  work,  princi- 
pally in  laying  out  the  townships  of  the  State.  He 
subsequently  cleared  and  improved  a  farm  and  gave 
his  entire  attention  to  its  cultivation.  He  died  in 
1850  and  his  wife  immedately  after  the  Civil  War. 
Mr.  Francis  fought  in  the  War  of  1812  and  was 
present  at  the  battle  of  Lewiston.  Mrs.  Francis 
was  a  devout  member  of  the  Christian  Church. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  notice  is  one  of 
two  children  surviving  in  a  family  of  six.  He  was 
born  near  Cleveland,  Ohio,  September  10,  1824,  in 
a  log  house  and  was  reared  on  a  farm.  His  primary 
education  was  obtained  in  a  private  house  and  he 
afterward  attended  the  district  school  which  was 
kept  in  the  old-fashioned  log  building  with  stick 
and  clay  chimney.  His  father  being  crippled,  the 
f'irni  work  was  given  in  charge  of  Lewis  as  soon 
as  he  was  old  enough  to  follow  the  plow,  and  his 
work  at  home  continued  until  he  was  of  age.  He 
then  found  employment  on  the  Ohio  Canal,  on 
which  he  made  trips  from  Cleveland  to  Portsmouth, 
a  distance  of  three  hundred  and  nine  miles,  for 
five  summers.  He  then  engaged  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  boots  and  shoes,  a  trade  he  followed  for 
two  years,  when  his  health  failed  and  he  turned 
his  attention  to  farming  for  the  sake  of  the  out-of- 
door  exercise. 

In  the  spring  of  1853  Mr.  Francis  came  to 
Michigan  and  settled  upon  Eaton  County  as  his 
place  of  residence.     He  bought  a  tract  of  woodland 
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on  section  5,  Chester  Township,  where  a  small 
shanty  had  been  built  but  no  other  improvements 
made.  He  lived  in  the  little  cabin  until  he  could 
build  a  more  suitable  house,  and  little  by  little  he 
gathered  around  him  the  comforts  of  life  and 
brought  his  land  up  to  par.  When  he  took  pos- 
session there  was  no  road  near,  but  only  a  trail  to 
fellow  in  passing  to  and  fro.  The  woods  were  full 
of  deer,  bear  and  wolves,  and  Indians  often  passed 
through  the  settlement.  It  was  necessary  to  go  to 
Bellevue  to  mill,  and  to  Marshall,  Ionia  or  Jackson 
to  sell  grain,  the  trip  consuming  two  days  as  oxen 
were  slow  travelers  and  there  were  none  of  the 
facilities  that  are  enjoyed  to-day.  It  was  a  rare 
thing  to  see  a  team  of  horses,  and  such  was  the 
condition  of  the  highways  that  they  would  have 
been  no  more  useful  than  oxen  and  frequently 
much  less  so.  When  they  came  to  Charlotte  they 
found  the  bridge  over  the  Thorn  Apple  River 
broken  down  and  were  obliged  to  ford  the  stream, 
and  Mrs.  Francis  crossed  with  the  water  up  to  her 
shoulders. 

Mrs.  Francis  is  a  native  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and 
was  born  April  27,  1826.  Her  maiden  name  was 
Irena  E.  Gordon  and  her  parents  Orrin  C.  and 
Polly  K.  (Howe)  Gordon,  natives  of  Vermont  and 
New  Hampshire  respectively.  Mr.  Gordon  was  a 
drummer  in  the  War  of  1812.  His  occupation 
was  farming  and  he  made  his  home  in  Ohio  in  an 
early  day.  He  died  in  1879  at  the  advanced  age 
of  eighty-one  years,  and  his  wife  lived  to  be  four- 
score, dying  in  1882.  Both  belonged  to  the  Uni- 
versalist  Church.  Their  family  consisted  of  five 
sons  and  five  daughters,  and  six  of  the  number  are 
still  living.  Mrs.  Francis  having  but  little  house- 
keeping to  do  when  she  first  came  to  Michigan, 
aided  her  husband  on  the  land  by  burning  brush 
and  stumps,  and  added  to  the  variety  of  their  bill 
of  fare  by  picking  whatever  wild  fruit  grew  here. 
She  thoroughly  understands  how  to  make  an  at- 
tractive home  and  her  present  commodious  and 
handsome  dwelling  is  in  the  most  perfect  order. 
She  has  borne  her  husband  four  children — Ellen, 
wife  of  Halsey  Bower;  James  F.,  who  is  married 
and  living  in  Sunfield  Township;  Bessie,  who  still 
brightens  the  home  by  her  presence;  Charles,  now 
Jiving  in  Marysville,  Cal, 


Mr.  Francis  first  belonged  to  the  Free  Soil  party, 
but  when  the  Republican  organization  was  per- 
fected he  joined  it  and  voted  with  it  until  1872. 
Since  that  time  he  has  been  a  Democrat.  He  has 
been  an  active  worker  and  served  as  a  delegate  to 
conventions.  His  farm  consists  of  eighty  acres  anni 
his  present  dwelling  was  placed  thereon  in  1875. 
Starting  in  life  without  means  having  but  $280 
when  he  came  to  this  State,  his  present  substantial 
condition  is  commendable  to  himself  and  the  effi- 
cient wife   who  has  aided  in  reaching  it. 

A  view  of  the  commodious  residence  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Francis,  with  its  pleasant  rural  surroundings, 
appears  on  another  page. 


fiH* 


^  HARLES  F.  FULLER,  an  honored  vete- 
ran of  the  late  war,  is  one  of  the  leading 
farmers  of  Verraontville  Township.  He 
resides  on  section  35,  where  he  owns  sixty  acres  of 
good  land,  fifty  of  which  are  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation,  the  rich  and  well  cultivated  fields  yield- 
ing him  a  good  return  for  the  care  and  labor  he 
bestows  upon  them.  His  home  is  a  fine  two-story 
brick  residence  and  with  its  pleasant  surroundings 
is  represented  by  a  view  on  another  page.  The 
large  barn  and  other  necessary  outbuildings  are  in 
keeping  with  the  commodious  dwelling,  while  all 
the  improvements  are  first-class. 

Mr.  Fuller  has  the  honor  of  being  a  native-born 
citizen  of  Michigan.  His  parents,  Samuel  F.  and 
Sarah  (Spicer)  Fuller,  who  were  natives  of  New 
York,  came  to  this  State  in  1836,  settling  in  Macon, 
Lenawee  County,  where  Charles  F.  was  born  June 
13,  1842.  They  removed  with  their  family  to 
Hillsdale  County,  locating  in  the  town  of  Jefferson, 
where  Mrs.  Fuller  died  when  about  forty  years  of 
age.  In  1869,  Mr.  Fuller  came  to  Eaton  County, 
taking  up  his  residence  in  Roxana  Township, 
where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days,  his  death 
occurring  at  the  age  of  seventy. two  years. 

By  occupation  Mr.  Fuller  was  a  farmer  and  fol- 
lowed that  business  in  pursuit  of  fortune  through- 
out his  entire  life.  He  began  with  no  capital  and 
though  he  never  amassed  a  large  property,  he  was 
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enabled  to  supply  his  family  with  the  comforts  of 
life.  In  political  sentiment  he  was  a  Whig  until 
the  rise  of  the  Republican  party,  when  lie  joined 
its  ranks.  The  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fuller  num- 
bered four  children  who  grew  to  mature  years- 
Harriet,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Daniel  Allen,  a 
carpenter  of  Vermontville;  Martha  J.,  who  became 
the  wife  of  John  Lane,  but  both  are  now  deceased; 
Charles  F.  of  this  sketch;  and  Atwood  S.,  a  miller 
of  Vermontville. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  manhood  under  the 
parental  roof  and  the  pursuit  to  which  he  was 
trained  in  boyhood  he  has  made  his  life  work.  Bid- 
ding good-bye  to  home  and  friends  at  the  age  of 
twenty  years,  he  offered  his  services  to  the  Govern- 
ment and  enlisted  for  three  years  as  a  private  in 
Company  E,  Fourth  Michigan  Cavalry,  doing  duty 
in  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Georgia  and  Alabama.  He 
participated  in  the  battles  of  Stone  River,  Chicka- 
mauga,  Lookout  Mountain  and  Resaca,  and  at  the 
battle  of  Rome,  Ga.,  was  wounded  and  taken  pris- 
oner. He  was  at  first  placed  in  the  prison  hospital 
at. Atlanta,  whence  after  two  months  he  was  trans- 
ferred to  Andersonville  prison.  Two  months  later 
he  was  taken  to  Florence,  S.  C,  and  held  in  captiv- 
ity until  March,  1865,  when  he  was  exchanged. 
His  health  being  seriously  impaired  he  was  then 
sent  to  the  hospital  in  Detroit,  Mich.,  where  he 
received  his  discharge  at  the  close  of  the  war,  in 
July,  1865.  He  now  carries  a  bullet  in  his  ankle 
which  was  imbedded  in  the  flesh  at  the  battle  of 
Murfreesboro. 

When  he  had  sufficiently  recovered  his  health, 
Mr.  Fuller  returned  to  his  home  in  Hillsdale 
County,  Mich.,  and  in  1867  came  to  this  county, 
at  the  same  time  purchasing  his  present  farm  of 
sixty  acres,  which  was  then  covered  with  a  dense 
growth  of  timber.  He  at  once  began  clearing  his 
land  and  now  has  fifty  acres  under  the  plow.  He 
has  also  made  subsequent  purchases,  his  possessions 
aggregating  one  hundred  and  fourteen  acres  on  sec- 
tions 34  and  35,  Vermontville  Township.  Prosper- 
ity has  attended  his  efforts  and  as  his  financial 
resources  have  increased  he  has  made  many  im- 
provements upon  his  farm  of  both  a  useful  and 
ornamental  character.  His  magnificent  residence 
was  erected  in  1888,  and  is  one  of  the  finest  homes 


in  the  surrounding  country.  An  industrious  and 
enterprising  man  he  well  deserves  the  success  with 
which  he  has  met  in  his  efforts  to  acquire  a  com- 
petence. 

In  October,  1865,  Mr.  Fuller  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Eliza  J.  Barker  of  Hillsdale 
County.  She  was  born  in  Wayne  County,  Mich., 
in  December,  1842,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Thurs- 
ton and  Mary  (Tichner)  Barker.  Unto  them  were 
born  two  children,  Eva  and  Ethel.  The  elder  is 
now  the  wife  of  William  L.  King,  who  is  engaged 
in  farming  in  the  town  of  Vermontville,  and  they 
have  one  child,  Frederick.  The  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject died  April  30,  1886,  and  Mr.  Fuller  was  again 
married  December  20,  1888.  His  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Eliza  M.  Boyd,  was  born  in  Rus- 
sell, St.  Lawrence  County,  N.  Y.,  August  26,  1848, 
and  is  a  daughter  of  Alex  and  Sarah  (Richardson) 
Boyd,  natives  of  St.  Lawrence  County,  whose 
sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work.  Mrs.  Fuller 
is  a  lady  of  intelligence  and  has  many  warm  friends 
throughout  this  community.  Mr.  Fuller  is  a 
Republican  in  politics  and  a  member  of  Edward 
Dwight  Post,  No.  163,  of  Vermontville.  He  is  a 
progressive  and  public-spirited  citizen  who  gave 
evidence  of  his  loyalty  to  the  country  by  his  faith- 
ful service  during  the  late  war.  He  bore  the  hard- 
ships and  trials  of  Southern  prison  life  and  took 
part  in  many  of  the  most  noted  battles  in  its  hard- 
fought  campaigns,  including  Snow  Hill,  Shelby  ville 
and  all  the  battles  fought  by  the  Army  of  the  Cum- 
berland, until  taken  prisoner. 


(j=p>RANKLIN  R.  TIMMERMAN,  M.  D.  In 
IMfe  every  town  throughout  our  broad  land  there 
lib  w  may  be  found  men  who  are  proving  suc- 
cessful in  the  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery, 
and  who  are  becoming  known  rapidly  or  otherwise 
in  accordance  with  their  skill.  The  town  of  Hast- 
ings is  the  seat  of  the  labors  of  several  physicians 
who  in  knowledge  of  the  principles  of  their  pro- 
fession, skill  in  diagnosis  and  success  in  the  treat- 
ment of  diseases,  manifest  as  much  ability  as  the 
denizens  of  our  large  cities,     Among  this,  number 
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is  Dr.  Timmerman,  who  is  rapidly  coming  to  the 
front,  and  thoroughly  establishing  himself  in  the 
respect  of  all  and  the  admiration  of  those  who 
believe  in  homoeopathy.  He  is  a  native  of  Medina, 
Orleans  County,  N.  Y.,  and  is  still  a  comparatively 
young  man,  having  been  born  March  25,  1855. 

Lewis  and  Mary  J.  (Blair)  Timmerman,  the 
parents  of  our  subject,  were  born  in  the  same  State 
as  their  son,  and  there  began  their  married  life  and 
continued  to  reside  until  1860.  The  father  was 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  at  Medina  for  some 
years,  and  after  coming  West  he  located  at  Water- 
town,  Clinton  County,  this  State.  He  turned  his 
attention  to  farming  for  several  years,  but  is  now 
retired  from  active  life,  although  he  retains  his 
interest  in  landed  property.  He  is  a  stanch 
Republican  and  has  held  various  county  offices. 
The  work  to  which  he  gave  his  attention  during 
the  last  years  of  his  active  life  was  familiar  to  him, 
his  }routh  having  been  spent  upon  a  farm.  His 
father,  Joseph  Timmerman,  was  a  tiller  of  the  soil 
in  the  Empire  State,  in  which  he  was  born  and  spent 
his  entire  life.  The  family  is  of  German  origin. 
Mrs.  Lewris  Timmerman  is  of  English  ancestry  and 
her  father,  Russell  Blair,  was  born  in  Vermont. 
That  gentleman  removed  to  Medina,  N.  Y.,  where 
for  a  number  of  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  cabi- 
net business,  although  the  later  years  of  his  iife 
were  given  to  agricultural  pursuits. 

Dr.  Timmerman  is  the  only  living  child  of  his 
parents.  He  was  but  a  little  lad  when  brought  to 
Clinton  County,  and  there  he  spent  his  boyhood, 
helping  to  clear  up  the  farm  and  studying  in  the 
common  school.  When  but  sixteen  years  old  he 
left  home  and  establishing  his  headquarters  at 
Watertown  he  spent  a  year  in  buying  hardwood 
lumber  for  a  Mr.  Hibbard.  He  then  went  to  Lan- 
sing and  engaged  in  carving  and  fancy  cabinet- 
making,  but  after  a  time  changed  his  occupation  to 
painting.  In  1876  he  took  up  the  study  of  medi- 
cine with  Dr.  Barber  of  Nashville,  Barry  County, 
and  after  some  preliminary  reading  attended  lec- 
tures at  the  State  University  in  Ann  Arbor. 

From  that  well-known  institution  Mr.  Timmer- 
man was  graduated  in  1880  with  the  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Medicine.  He  took  the  practice  of  his 
preceptor  for  one  year,  then  opened  an  office  in 


Hastings  where  he  is  actively  pursuing  his  labors 
and  has  built  up  a  fine  practice.  He  belongs  to  the 
Barry  and  Eaton  Medical  Society,  to  the  interest 
of  which  he  contributes  by  his  manifest  desire  to 
increase  his  own  knowledge  and  skill,  and  lay 
before  its  members  every  illustration  or  question 
which  his  own  practice  develops.  He  endeavors 
by  continual  reading  and  thought  to  advance  his 
own  professional  culture  and  thus  make  his  work 
of  greater  benefit  to  mankind.  Politically,  he  is  a 
Republican.  He  is  identified  with  the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  and  is  a  popular  member  of  society,  being 
genial  and  well  bred,  and  also  well  informed. 
The  Doctor  is  an  artist  of  considerable  ability  and 
spends  his  leisure  time  in  painting  landscape  views 
and  has  a  number  of  such  now  hanging  in  his  moth- 
er's parlor,  besides  several  he  has  given  to  friends 
and  some  which  have  been  disposed  of  for  a  money 
consideration.  He  was  at  one  time  a  member  of 
an  art  society  in  the  East,  but  as  they  required  a 
new  production  of  his  skill  every  month  it  was 
more  time  than  he  could  afford  to  take  from  his 
medical  profession,  hence  he  dropped  out  of  it. 

**»»»  "0»o««£j5^A><^{9j-*o+o*. -<*^» 

RANCIS  W.  HIGBY,  who  was  formerly 
prominently  identified  with  the  commercial 
interests  of  Eaton  Count}^  as  a  prosperous, 
merchant  of  Charlotte,  is  now  living  in  honorable 
retirement  from  active  business  in  that  city,  where 
he  is  well  known  and  respected,  as  he  has  mingled 
in  its  public  life,  and  has  been  influential  in  poli- 
tics. He  has  at  different  times  been  connected 
with  the  journalistic  profession  in  the  management 
of  various  papers,  and  is  distinguished  as  having 
been  the  first  editor  of  the  first  Democratic  organ 
ever  published  here,  the  Eaton  County  Argus, 
which  was  established  in  1860. 

Mr.  Higby  was  born  in  West  Turin,  Lewis 
County,  N.  Y.,  February  4,  1833.  John  Higby 
was  the  name  of  his  father,  and  he  is  thought  to 
have  been  a  native  of  the  same  county..  His  father, 
Daniel  Higby,  was  of  Connecticut  birth.  He  was 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Lewis  County,  where  he 
located  in  the  primeval  forests,  buying  a  tract  of 
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timber  and  clearing  a  good  farm  before  his  death. 
The  father  of  our  subject  passed  his  early   life  in 
Lewis  County,  and  was  there  married  to  Saphronia 
Hovey,  a  native  of  the  county,  and  a  daughter  of 
Alpha  Hovey.     In   1841  Mr.  Higby  and   his  wife 
and   three  children    came  to   the  pioneer    wilds  of 
Michigan,  traveling  by  the  way  of  Erie  Canal   to 
Buffalo,  thence  by  steamer  to  Detroit,  and   from 
there  to  Ann  Arbor  on  the  primitive  railway  that 
then  connected  the  two  places,  and  which  was  built 
of  wooden  rails  with  straps  of  iron  on  top  of  them. 
From  Ann  Arbor  the  family  came  to  Eaton  County 
with  a  team,  and  they  settled  on  the  tract  of  timber 
land    in    Benton    Township    that    the    father    had 
entered  there  the  spring  before,  moving  into  the 
log  house  that  he  had  hired  built.     He   had   also 
had  a  garden   cleared.     He  at  once  entered   with 
characteristic  vigor  on  the  hard  task  that  lay  before 
him  of   felling  the   forest  trees  and  preparing   his 
land  for   cultivation.     In   the  course   of  years   he 
built   up  a  comfortable    home  in  which  he  ended 
his    days,  and    in  dying    left  behind    him  a    good 
record   as  a  pioneer,   as  a   man,  and  as  a  citizen. 
His  wife  survived  him  some  years,  her  death  finally 
occurring  at  Charlotte. 

He  of  whom  we  write  is  one  of  seven  children. 
He  was  eight  years  old  when  his  parents  came  to 
this  county,  and  he  has  a  distinct  recollection  of 
the  incidents  of  pioneer  life  in  the  forest  wilds.  At 
that  time  Charlotte  was  but  a  hamlet  and  the  sur- 
rounding country  was  thinly  inhabited,  deer, 
wolves,  and  other  wild  animals  roaming  at  will 
where  are  now  thriving  towns  and  smiling  farms. 
Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  primitive  pioneer 
schools  of  the  times,  which  were  taught  in  log 
houses,  were  furnished  with  slab  benches,  supported 
by  wooden  pins,  and  the  floors  were  made  of  planks 
roughly  hewn  from  logs.  As  soon  as  he  was  large 
enough  he  had  to  assist  on  the  farm,  and  in  his 
boyhood  he  had  to  go  to  Jackson  to  market,  that 
being  the  nearest  railway  point,  and  he  used  occa- 
sionally to  take  wheat  there  with  an  ox  team,  and 
sell  it  for  fifty  cents  a  bushel. 

When  he  was  eighteen  years  old  Mr.  Higby 
joined  a  surveying  party  bound  for  the  Upper 
Peninsula,  and  he  spent  eight  months  in  that  part 
of  Michigan.     In  the  spring  of  1852  he  began   to 


work  on  the  grade  of  the  Southern  Michigan  Rail- 
way, which  was  then  in  the  process  of  construction. 
In  1853  he  entered  upon  his  mercantile  career  as 
a  clerk  in  a  general  store  at  Eaton  Rapids,  and  after 
acting  in  that  capacity  eight  years,  and  gaining  a 
clear  insight  into  the   business,  he  entered   into  it 
on  his  own  account.     A  year  later  he    came  to 
Charlotte,    and    forming    a    partnership    with   his 
brother,  Pitt  N.,  he  was  engaged  as  a  merchant  in 
this  city  till   1869.     The  following   four   years   he 
lived  retired  from  active  business,  and  then   once 
more   commenced    work,    and    carried   on    a  good 
trade  ten  years.     In    1888  he  went  to   California, 
and  for  two  years  was  a  resident  of  Oakland.     In 
May,  1890,  he  returned  to  Charlotte,  and   has  ever 
since   lived    here  in   retirement,   as  he   has   ample 
means  for  all  his  wants,   and  can   enj  >y  life  at  his 
leisure  now   its  shadows   are  lengthening  towards 
sunset.     He   has  always  taken  an  interest  in  this 
city  of  his  adoption,  and  has  done  what  he  could  to 
promote  its  welfare  whether  as  a  private  citizen  or 
as  a  civic  official.     In  the  latter   capacity  he   has 
been   a  member  of  the   School  Board,  and  was  at 
one  time  a  member  of  the  Village  Board  of  Trus- 
tees.    Politically,  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  has  always 
stood  firmly  by  his  party. 

Mr.  Higby  was  married  in  1857,  Miss  Ann  Dick- 
inson, a  native  of  the  State  of  New  York,  becoming 
his  wife.  They  are  happy  in  their  domestic  rela- 
tions, and  their  marriage  has  brought  to  them  two 
children,  Agnes  and  Clement.  Agnes  married 
George  H.  Spencer,  and  they  have  one  ehild, 
Laurence  II . 

- — ^m—  • 


ENRY  B.  SHEPARD.  Eaton  County  has 
few  more  energetic  men  among  the  members 
of  the  farming  community  than  the  above- 
^  named  gentleman.  Although  a  cripple  all 
his  life  he  has  ns  much  energy  as  is  usually  pos- 
sessed by  ten  men,  and  has  from  the  age  of  four- 
teen worked  his  way  unaided,  doing  as  much  and 
as  hard  work  as  any  other  man.  He  is  at  present 
residing  on  section  13,  Kalamo  Township,  where  he 
owns  a  finely  improved  farm  containing  one  hun- 
dred  and   thirty-four  acres  of  land.     His    father, 


646 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


Jonathan  Shepard,  is  a  native  of  Massachusetts  and 
resided  near  Bradford,  where  he  owned  a  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  twelve  acres,  and  died  at  the  age 
of  sixty-three  years,  at  which  time  our  subject  was 
fourteen  years  old.  He  was  of  Scotch  descent. 
The  grandfather  served  as  a  general  during  the 
Revolutionary  War,  and  followed  the  occupation 
of  a  farmer  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  Lucy  Butler,  was  born 
in  Long  Island.     Her  father  removed  to  the  State 
of  Ohio,  and  resided    in  Ashtabula   County.     He 
died   when    ninety-four   years  of   age,   his   death 
being  caused   by   a    fall    while   gathering   apples. 
The  mother  died   in   the  year  1888,  at  the  home 
of  a  daughter  in  Seneca  Falls,  at  the  age  of  ninety- 
five   years.     She  was  for   many   years  a  devoted 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.     Our  subject 
is  the  second  youngest  born  in  a  family  of  eleven 
children,  his  native  place  being  Blandford,  Hamp- 
den  County,  Mass.,  and   his  natal  day  September 
25,  1833.     When    but  four  years  of   age  he,  un- 
known to  his  father,  followed  him  when  he  went  to 
the  meadow  after  the  cows.     Getting  tired  he  lay 
down  and  fell  asleep  in  the  deep  grass.     This  was 
in  the  early  morning  about  five  o'clock  a.  m.,  and 
the  dew  being  as  heavy  as  rain  he  was  thoroughly 
drenched.     When   found   by   his  father  he  could 
not  move,  and  was  in  some  way  paralyzed.     He 
suffered  greatly  and  was  never  able  to  walk  a  step 
until    nine   years   of   age.     Owing   to  this  severe 
affliction,  which  has  made  him  a  cripple  for  life,  he 
was  unable  to  attend   school   but  very  little,  and 
that  only  previous  to  his  fourteenth  year.    At  that 
age  he  came  to  Ashtabula,  Ohio,  to  the  home  of  a 
brother.     He  remained  here  about  three  years  and 
during  that  time  began  learning  the  trade  of  a 
jeweler. 

In  1851  Mr.  Shepard  removed  to  Crawford 
County,  Ohio,  and  engaged  as  fireman  in  a  saw- 
mill near  Bucyrus.  Thence  he  proceeded  to  Os- 
ceola, in  the  same  county,  where  he  engaged  in 
teaming  in  the  lime  works,  and  following  this  busi- 
ness he  began  getting  out  building  stone  and  burn- 
ing lime.  Subsequently  he  embarked  in  the  lime 
business  for  himself  and  made  a  success  of  it.  But 
his  health  suffered  from  this  hard  work  and  he  was 
forced  to  give  up  the  business.     In  1867  he  came 


to  Michigan,  where  he  engaged  in   merchandising 
with  a  brother-in-law,  John  M.  Norton,  a  resident 
of  Cambria,  Hillsdale  County.  He  continued  in  this 
work  for  about  three  years,  but  did  not  succeed 
as  well  as  at  his  former  occupation.     Four  years 
later  he  came  to  Kalamo  Township,  and  bought  a 
piece  of  land  partly  improved,  which  contained  one 
hundred  acres,  and   he  continued   to  improve   it, 
putting   up  a  large   brick  house,  good  substantial 
barns,  and  planting  orchards.     His  success  enabled 
him  later  to  add   thirty-four  acres  to  his  property, 
which  borders  on  Lacy's  Lake.     This  farm  is  all 
valuable  land,  containing   fine  springs  and  a  fish 
pond,  and   is  well  adapted  to  the  raising  of  large 
crops.     It  contains  six   acres   of  fine    fruit  trees. 
Mr.  Shepard    believes   in  having  good  stock  upon 
the  place,  and  has   two  teams  of  draft  and   road 
horses,  also  a  flock  of  Merino  sheep  containing  from 
one  hundred  up  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  in  num- 
ber. 

Our  subject   was  fortunate   in  his  selection  of  a 
wife,  as   to   her  aid  he   may  attribute  much  of  his 
success,  for  she  has  worked   faithfully  by   his  side, 
and  by  her  counsel  as  well  as  her  cheerful  help  she 
has  assisted  him  very  greatly.     They  were  wedded 
in   Crawford   County,  Ohio,   May   6,  1861.     Mrs. 
Shepard  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Frances  A.  Nich- 
oles,  a  daughter  of  James  Nicholes.     Her  ancestors 
were  natives  of  Old  Virginia.  Her  grandfather  was 
an  early  settler  in  Fairfield  County,  Ohio,  where  he 
engaged    in    farming.     Her  father  came   to   Ohio 
when  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits.     He  afterward  removed  to  Craw- 
ford  County,   the  same  State,  and   died  there  in 
1881,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years.     Her  mother, 
Anna  (Daily)  Nicholes,  was  a  native  of  New  York 
State,  and  resides  in  Putnam  County,  Ohio,  where 
she  is   living  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-one 
years.     Mrs.  Shepard's  maternal  grandfather,  Jon- 
athan Daily,  was  a  descendant  of  the  sturdy  Scotch 
race,  and  died  in  Franklin  County,  Ohio.  The  wife 
of  our  subject  was  the  fourth  in  a  family  of  eight 
children,  and   was  but  a  child  when  her  parents 
removed  from  Franklin  to  Crawford  County,  Ohio. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shepard  are  the  parents  of  twelve 
children:     Mrs.  Odella  Wilcox,  who  was  previous 
to  her  marriage  a  teacher,  and   now  a  resident  of 
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Montana;  Joseph  C,  residing  in  Carlisle,  Mich.; 
Everett  L.,  in  Montana;  Effie  M.,  the  wife  of 
Harry  Simpson,  who  is  engaged  on  a  fruit  farm  in 
Yakomo,  Wash.;  Jonathan,  living  in  Montana; 
Mrs.  Rose  Porter,  residing  in  Kalamo  Township; 
Clement,  Fred,  Hugh,  Leo,  Harry  and  Homer,  all 
still  residing  on  the  homestead.  Politically  Mr. 
Shepard  has  always  been  a  Republican,  but  is  now 
undecided  as  to  where  he  will  cast  his  vote,  voting 
for  the  man  rather  than  the  party.  Mrs.  Shepard 
is  a  lady  of  culture  and  refinement,  and  takes  great 
pride  in  her  family  and  home.  She  is  of  a  kind 
and  loving  disposition,  and  one  of  those  faithful 
women  whose  chief  pleasure  in  life  consists  in 
making  home  a  place  of  comfort  and  peace  for 
husband  and  children.  Her  love  of  the  beautiful 
has  enabled  her  to  so  artistically  arrange  the  adorn- 
ments of  her  home  as  to  make  it  a  model  one. 

/p^EORGE  P.  CARMAN.     One   by    one    the 

(l[  early  settlers  of  Eaton  County  are  passing 

^Jl(  away,  leaving  to  their  descendants  the 
heritage  won  by  many  years  of  toil  and  privation 
in  a  land  that  was  full  of  dangers  seen  and  unseen. 
Notwithstanding  the  struggles  of  the  pioneer 
times,  life  in  those  days  was  not  without  its  amelio- 
rations, and  the  old  settlers  recall  many  scenes  and 
incidents  that  gave  them  great  pleasure  and 
brightened  a  lot  that  seems  to  the  younger  genera- 
tion one  of  intense  gloom.  Mr.  Carman  was  con- 
nected with  the  development  of  Eaton  County 
from  October,  1844,  when  he  brought  his  family 
hither  from  the  East.  He  and  his  noble  wife  lived 
to  sec  the  country  populated  by  a  prosperous  peo- 
ple, crossed  by  iron  rails  and  dotted  by  towns  and 
villages,  with  churches  and  schoolhouses  rising  on 
every  hillside. 

Mr.  Carman  was  born  in  Ulster  County,  N.  Y., 
April  15,  1812,  and  was  a  son  of  Richard  Carman, 
a  native  of  the  same  county.  When  he  was  one 
year  old  he  was  taken  to  Cayuga  County,  where 
he  grew  to  manhood  and  took  up  the  duties  that 
pertain  to  maturity.  In  1837  he  came  to  Michi- 
gan, and   again   in  1838,   and  on   his  second  visit 


located  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  in 
Benton  Township,  Eaton  County.  Resuming  his 
work  in  the  Empire  State  he  remained  there  until 
the  fall  of  1844,  when  he  brought  his  wife  and 
child  to  the  new  country  in  which  his  land  was 
located.  He  put  up  a  log  house,  into  which  they 
moved  before  it  had  either  floor  or  doors,  but  they 
had  one  piece  of  furniture  not  usual  in  the  pioneer 
cabins — a  stove — and  so  were  able  to  work  to 
better  advantage  than  others. 

The  first  land  secured  here  by  Mr.  Carman  was 
clothed  with  heavy  timber,  which  he  removed,  and 
bought  other  lands,  so  that  at  one  time  he  owned 
three  hundred  acres.  Two  hundred  of  this  was 
purchased  from  the  Government.  The  log  cabin 
was  replaced  by  a  comfortable  farmhouse,  and  the 
many  evidences  of  prosperity  that  every  progress- 
ive man  enjoys  were  gradually  gathered  about 
him.  Mr.  Carman  was  Township  Supervisor  a 
number  of  terms  and  held  other  local  offices.  He 
worked  for  the  best  interests  of  the  county  and 
stood  high  in  the  community,  his  fellow-citizens 
recognizing  the  nobility  of  his  character  and  the 
strength  of  his  mind.  His  advice  was  often  sought 
by  his  neighbors  and  his  word  was  relied  upon  in 
every  transaction.  He  was  the  first  Postmaster  at 
West  Windsor  and  held  the  office  seventeen  years. 
When  he  built  his  second  cabin  it  was  the  only 
house  on  the  road  between  Lansing  and  Charlotte, 
a  distance  of  eighteen  miles. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Carman  and  Miss  Susan  M. 
Sprague  wTas  solemnized  in  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y., 
in  1840.  The  bride  was  born  in  that  county  May 
5,  1814.  She  was  a  sincere  Christian,  a  devoted 
and  wise  mother,  and  a  wife  whose  price  was  far 
above  rubies.  After  nearly  fifty  years  of  happy 
wedded  life  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carman  were  separated 
by  death,  he  passing  away  October  19,  1888.  For 
a  little  more  than  a  year  the  wife  lingered,  then  she 
too  entered  into  rest  January  25,  1890.  They  were 
the  parents  of  two  children — Hiram  M.  and  Amelia 
M.  The  latter  became  the  wife  of  A.  P.  Van 
Auken.  She  died  in  January,  1873,  leaving  one 
child — Minnie  L. 

Hiram  Mattison  Carman,  son  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Cayuga  County.  N.  Y.,  July  17,  1841,  and 
grew  to  manhood  in  Eaton   County,   to  which  he 
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was  brought  when  he  was  three  years  old.  After 
gaining  what  knowledge  he  could  in  the  common 
schools  he  was  sent  to  Charlotte  Academy  for  two 
terms  and  thus  was  better  prepared  to  carry  on  the 
work  which  lay  before  him.  As  he  grew  toward 
manhood  he  did  more  and  more  to  aid  his  father  in 
the  development  of  the  homestead,  and  he  has 
followed  in  the  footsteps  of  his  parent  not  only  as 
an  enterprising  farmer  but  as  a  man  in  whom  his 
acquaintances  can  place  confidence.  Like  his  father 
before  him,  he  is  a  stanch  Republican  and  a  con- 
sistent member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
His  wife,  formerly  Miss  Mary  E.  Shotweli,  is  iden- 
tified with  the  same  religious  body  and  is  thus  in 
full  sympathy  with  him  in  matters  of  faith  as  in 
worldly  interests.  Mrs.  Carman  is  a  daughter  of 
Levi  L.  and  Nancy  Shotweli,  was  born  in  Elba, 
Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  June  7,  1843,  and  became 
the  wife  of  our  subject  in  March,  1865.  To  them 
have  been  born  two  children — Albert  E.  and 
Nellie  E.  The  son  married  Maude  L.  Dyke  and 
has  two  children — Charles  Bernard  and  Beulah  M. 
Elsewhere  in  this  volume  appears  a  view  of  the 
homestead  of  Mr.  Carman. 


~^r" *4^..^^ 


^p^)EORGE  WADDLE.  The  gentleman  of 
III  ^w7  wnom  tu*s  biographical  sketch  is  written,  is 
^=^|(  the  only  graduate  veterinary  surgeon  in 
Barry  County.  He  came  to  Hastings  in  1885,  the 
same  year  that  he  graduated  from  the  Toronto  Vet- 
erinary College  in  Canada.  Since  coming  to  Hast- 
ings City  the  Doctor  has  purchased  lots  on  the 
corner  of  Creek  and  Center  streets  and  has  erected 
a  nice  house  and  barn.  The  barn  is  used  as  an  in- 
firmary for  sick  and  deceased  horses. 


UILLIAM   H.    STEBBINS,  an  honored  resi- 
dent of  Hastings,  Barry  County,  where  he 
\)^#      is  engaged  in  the  undertaking  business,  is 
the  son  of  John  W.  and  Eliza   (Holland)  Stebbins, 
natives  of  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Stebbins' 
father  came  West  in  1843,  and  settled  at  Hastings, 


where  he  worked  at  his  trade  of  a  carpenter,  help- 
ing to  build  the  Barry  County  court  house.  Our 
subject  was  born  in  Hastings  June  2,  1845.  In 
1846  his  father  moved  to  Rutland  Township,  the 
same  county,  and  purchased  a  farm  of  wild  land, 
and  cleared  sixty  acres  of  it,  and  there  lived  until 
1855,  when  he  returned  to  Hastings.  The  farm  is 
now  known  as  the  L.  D.  Gardner  farm. 

After  John  W.  came  to  this  place  he  engaged  in 
the  mercantile  business  and  followed  the  same  for 
four  years,  under  the  firm  name  of  Stebbins  &  Rus- 
sell. He  then  sold  out  to  Russell  and  engaged  in 
the  furniture  business  on  State  street,  opening  the 
first  house  of  that  kind  in  the  city,  and  followed 
that  enterprise  until  1869.  His  health  at  this  time 
being  poor  he  sold  out  and  retired  from  active  busi- 
ness, dying  May  5,  1871.  During  his  residence  in 
the  city  he  held  the  office  of  City  Treasurer  and 
Supervisor  and  many  other  minor  offices  of  the 
city  and  township.  The  mother  died  April  21, 
1872.  Mr.  Stebbins'  father  belonged  to  the  order 
of  Good  Templars,  and  he  and  his  wife  were  con- 
sistent members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  and 
did  much  to  help  build  up  the  city  and  county. 
This  worthy  couple  were  loved  and  respected  by 
all  who  knew  them. 

Mr.  Stebbins  is  one  of  a  family  of  ten  children, 
three  of  whom  are  living:  Marcus  S.,  William  H. 
and  Frank,  all  residents  of  Hastings.  Our  subject 
received  his  early  education  at  Hastings  and  then 
went  to  work  for  Stebbins  &  Ellis  in  the  cabinet 
shop,  and  continued  to  work  at  the  trade  until 
his  father  sold  out.  He  then  opened  up  in  the 
year  1873  for  himself,  and  carried  a  full  line 
of  furniture  and  undertaking  supplies  until  1878, 
when  he  sold  out  the  furniture  line  and  has 
since  followed  the  undertaking  business.  He  owns 
valuable  property  on  State  street,  renting  three 
store  rooms,  to  hardware,  furniture  and  jew- 
elry dealers.  He  has  a  fine  and  commodious  home 
on  Court  Street,  which  is  presided  over  by  his 
gracious  and  lovable  wife,  to  whom  ho  was  mar- 
ried in  1872.  Mrs.  Stebbins  is  a  daughter  of  Pat- 
rick and  Mary  (Hoonen).  Her  parents  came  to 
Barry  County  and  settled  in  Irving  Township  in 
1859,  where  they  reared  their  family  and  engaged 
in  farming. 
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Our  subject  is  the  father  of  a  family  of  four 
children,  Maude  E.,  Fannie  D.,  Fred  W.  and  Carrie 
M.  Mr.  Stebbins  is  a  Democrat  politically  and  is 
one  of  the  representative  men  of  the  county,  giv- 
ing his  loyal  support  to  all  matters  pertaining  to  its 
advancement.  Our  subject  has  been  Alderman  of 
the  Third  Ward  several  terms,  City  Treasurer  one 
term,  and  Clerk  of  the  Board  several  times.  It  was 
by  his  help  aided  by  other  prominent  men  that 
HastAigs  to-day  has  such  a  fine  system  of  water 
works.  He  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and 
Knights  of  the  Maccabees.  He  is  a  popular  member 
of  society,  being  genial,  courteous  and  well  in- 
formed and  makes  friends  among  the  old  as  well  as 
the  young. 


RS.  EMILY  F.  STILSON.  A  half  century 
has  passed  since  Mrs.  Stilson  came  with  her 
parents  to  Barry  County.  She  has  been 
an  eyewitness  of  its  wonderful  growth,  has 
watched  its  development,  has  seen  towns  and  vil- 
lages spring  into  existence,  noted  the  introduction 
of  railroads,  the  telegraph  and  telephone,  and  all 
other  inventions  that  are  the  work  of  our  modern 
civilization.  Her  pioneer  experience  has  been  a 
varied  one,  and  many  an  interesting  incident  might 
she  relate  of  scenes  she  witnessed  or  participated 
in  during  former  years.  She  has  a  pleasant  home 
on  section  28,  Hastings  Township,  and  there  her 
many  friends  find  a  cordial  welcome  and  generous 
hospitality  dispensed  with  grace.  Mrs.  Stilson  is 
the  widow  of  the  late  John  W.  Stilson,  whose  por- 
trait is  presented  on  the  opposite  page,  and  the 
daughter  of  Ambrose  and  Mary  (Hutchinson) 
Hubbell. 

This  volume  dedicated  to  the  pioneers  of  the 
county  would  be  incomplete  without  mention  of 
Ambrose  Hubbell,  one  of  the  very  first  settlers  of 
Barry  County.  He  came  to  Michigan  in  1841  and 
settled  on  a  piece  of  wild  land  which  is  now  within 
the  corporation  limits  of  Hastings.  At  that  time 
the  city  was  only  an   Indian  trading  post  and  for 


miles  around  there  were  no  settlements,  the  land 
being  still  in  its  primitive  condition,  untouched  by 
the  hand  of  civilization.  It  was  not  until  some 
years  later  that  the  white  people  of  this  community 
outnumbered  the  red  men. 

Mrs.  Stilson's  parents  came  to  Hastings  in  1841  ; 
also  Mrs.  Hubbell's  parents,  brother  and  sisters, 
and  an  aunt  and  husband,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Soules, 
who  are  well  remembered  by  any  and  all  of  the  old- 
est settlers.  They  all  stopped  at  the  only  hotel  the 
little  settlement  afforded  at  that  early  date,  staying 
no  longer  than  they  could  find  a  place  wherein  they 
could  live,  which  was  a  few  logs  thrown  up  together 
and  then  abandoned  by  someone  else.  Blankets 
and  quilts  were  hung  at  the  door  and  window  places, 
and  a  shelter  put  over  it  where  they  all  staid  un- 
til Mr.  Hubbell,  with  the  aid  of  a  few  whites  and 
some  friendly  Indians,  raised  the  logs  he  had  pre- 
pared for  his  new  home  upon  the  site  where  later 
(in  1861-62),  he  built  the  house  wherein  those 
estimable  people  spent  their  declining  years,  but 
not  alone;  for  although  they  had  worked  hard  for 
their  prosperity,  they  were  willing  to  share  it  with 
those  less  fortunate,  and  besides  making  a  home 
for  Mrs.  Soules  until  her  death,  April  16,  1872,  she 
being  her  father's  sister,  in  1880  Mrs.  Hubbell  sent 
for  her  mother's  sister  living  at  Brockport,  N.  Y., 
•Miss  Mary  Cook,  an  aged  and  decrepit  maiden  lady, 
and  made  a  pleasant  home  for  her  until  her  death 
September  18,  1887. 

From  the  day  of  his  arrival  here  until  his  death 
Mr.  Hubbell  was  prominently  identified  with  the 
county's  interests,  its  upbuilding  and  its  history, 
and  when  called  to  his  final  home  in  1890  it  was 
with  feelings  of  the  deepest  regret  that  his  many 
friends  received  the  news  that  his  life  was  ended. 
His  wife,  who  was  also  beloved  by  those  who  knew 
her  and  who  had  shared  with  her  husband  the  joys 
and  sorrows  of  life,  its  adversity  and  prosperity, 
passed  away  in  1888.  Mrs.  Stilson  was  the  eldest 
in  their  family,  and  has  now  two  sisters  living  in 
Hastings — Sarah,  the  wife  of  Edgar  Reed;  and 
Willminar,  who  married  George  Osborn.  The 
others  are  deceased. 

Under  the  parental  roof  Emily  F.  Hubbell  was 
reared  to  womanhood.  She  was  born  in  New  York, 
but  the  greater   part  of   her  life  has  been  spent  in 
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this  county,  which  is  dear  to  her  from  her  child- 
hood associations  and  as  the  scene  of  her  married 
life.  She  left  her  home  to  become  the  wife  of 
John  W.  Stilson  August  4,  1853.  He  was  a  native 
of  Port  Bay,  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  born  September 
29,  1831,  and  was  a  son  of  Richard  Stilson,  who 
was  also  born  in  the  Empire  State  and  came  to  Bat- 
tle Creek,  Mich.,  where  he  lived  until  his  death. 

John  W.  Stilson  went  with  his  parents  to  McKean 
County,  Pa.,  in  1836.  In  November,  1845  they  re- 
moved to  Lenawee  County,  Mich.,  and  in  the  spring 
of  1851  or  1852,  came  to  Barry  County,  locating 
in  Hastings  Township.  Here  he  resided  after  his 
marriage  until  September,  1856,  when  he  removed 
to  Muskegon,  remaining  there  only  one  year.  John 
W.  Stilson  was  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of 
Hastings  Township,  and  by  good  management, 
careful  attention  to  the  details  of  his  business  and 
industry  and  enterprise,  he  acquired  a  comfortable 
competence  and  became  a  well-to-do  citizen.  At 
his  death  he  left  his  wife  a  good  farm  on  which  is 
a  pleasant  farm  and  many  improvements,  including 
all  necessary  outbuildings  and  other  accessories 
which  go  to  make  up  a  model  farm.  Socially,  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Patrons  of  Industry  and  was 
a  Master  Mason.  He  held  the  offices  of  Road  Com- 
missioner and  Pathmaster  for  a  number  of  years. 

During  the  late  war  Mr.  Stilson  manifested  his 
loyalty  to  the  Government  by  his  enlistment  in 
1861  as  a  member  of  Company  K,  Lincoln  Cavalry 
(N.  Y.).  He  was  discharged  from  the  hospital  at 
Washington  in  the  fall  of  1862;  re-enlisted  Octo- 
ber 20,  1863;  mustered  into  Capt.  Edwin  C.  Miles' 
Company,  Eleventh  Regiment,  Michigan  Cavalry, 
October  22,  1863  as  Corporal,  and  was  honorably 
discharged  at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  September  22, 1865. 
Before  he  had  reached  old  age  he  died,  in  1889,  at 
his  home  in  Hastings  Township.  Through  the  fifty- 
eight  years  of  his  life,  some  of  it  in  shadow,  some 
of  it  in  sunshine,  he  retained  his  cheerfulness  and 
his  belief  in  human  nature.  We  do  not  measure  a 
man's  life  by  years,  but  by  intensity.  If  we 
measure  the  life  of  Mr.  Stilson  by  the  work  he 
accomplished,  then  he  is  the  most  venerable  of 
men,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  death  called 
him  hence  when  less  than  three  score  years  of  age. 
Unto  him  and  his  estimable  wife  four  children  were 


born — Mary  M.,  who  is  the  wife  of  Daniel  Manee; 
Emma  E.,  wife  of  Eugene  Bush;  Hubbell  J.  and 
R.  H. 

A  volume  might  be  written  concerning  the  fron- 
tier experiences  of  Mrs.  Stilson.  At  the  early  day 
of  her  settlement  here  there  were  but  few  evidences 
of  civilization  in  the  wild,  uncultivated  country, 
where  the  settlements  were  few  and  scattering  and 
the  pioneers  had  scarcely  entered  upon  the  vast 
work  which  they  gradually  accomplished  in  the 
development  of  the  country.  She  is  gifted  with 
physical  and  intellectual  activity,  decision  of  pur- 
pose and  calm  judgment,  which  traits  have  been 
very  useful  to  her  in  the  management  of  her  affairs. 
Possessing  marked  force  of  character  and  unswerv- 
ing honesty,  no  resident  of  the  county  enjoys 
greater  esteem  than  she,  and  no  one  has  proved  to 
be  more  thoroughly  reliable  and  trustworthy. 
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ft/  OHN  W.  BABCOCK,  a  prominent  harness 
dealer  of  this  city  has  been  engaged  in  the 
same  business  since  1886,  employing  four 
men  and  doing  a  large  business.  Mr.  Bab- 
cock  carries  a  full  line  of  saddlery,  whips,  robes, 
and  all  goods  pertaining  to  his  work.  He  is  the 
son  of  John  C.  and  Anna  R.  (Smith)  Babcock,  na- 
tives of  New  York.  He  first  saw  the  light  of  day 
December  14,  1842,  in  Chautauqua  County.  His 
father  was  a  ship-carpenter  by  trade,  and  followed 
the  same  until  1865,  since  which  time  he  has  lived 
a  retired  life.  He  is  still  living  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
seven  years,  at  Dayton,  in  Cattaraugus  County,  N. 
Y.  The  mother  died  in  1843.  Our  subject  was 
the  second  born  in  a  family  of  two  children:  Julius 
C.  now  deceased,  and  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

His  paternal  grandfather  was  Jonathan  Babcock, 
a  native  of  New  York,  who  was  engaged  exten- 
sively in  farming,  continuing  in  such  work  during 
his  life,  and  was  of  English  descent.  His  maternal 
grandparents,  Silas  and  Jerusha  (Waters)  Smith, 
were  natives  of  New  York  State.  They  were  of 
English  and  French  descent  respectively,  and  the 
grandfather  served  in  the  War  of  1812.  Mr.  Bab- 
cock received  his  education  in  Chautauqua  County, 
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N.  Y.  When  sixteen  years  old,  be  went  into  the 
harness  shop  of  John  Whitney,  and  served  an  ap- 
prenticeship of  three  years.  He  afterward  served 
for  some  years  as  a  journeyman. 

In  1861  when  the  patriotism  which  slumbers  in 
the  breast  of  every  true  American,  was  aroused,  he 
enlisted  under  the  old  flag,  entering  Company  G, 
Ninth  New  York  Cavalry.  After  he  was  mustered 
out  of  the  service,  Mr.  Babcock  returned  home,  and 
purchased  the  saddlery  house  of  M.  O.  Bond,  and 
carried  on  the  business  until  1864,  when  he  came 
West  and  settled  at  Hastings  and  worked  as  a  jour- 
neyman until  he  opened  his  present  business. 

For  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  the  joys  and 
sorrows  of  Mr.  Babcock  have  been  shared  by  a 
faithful  wife,  with  whom  he  was  united  in  1863. 
His  wife,  Jennett  Saulsbury,  was  a  native  of  Cat- 
taraugus County,  N.  Y.  She  is  the  daughter  of 
Lorentus  Saulsbury.  The  fruit  of  this  union  has 
been  four  children:  Edith  M.,  Wayland  F.,  Nellie 
M.  and  Charles  W.  Mr.  Babcock  is  a  stanch  Re- 
publican, and  a  firm  believer  in  the  principles  of 
that  party.  Socially  he  is  a  member  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic.  Mr.  Babcock's  social  quali- 
ties match  with  that  of  his  avoirdupois,  being  large, 
and  he  is  one  of  whom  it  may  be  said  with  truth 
that  he  can  fc'paddle  his  own  canoe." 


iEV.  L.  C.  GESLER.  For  thirty-three  years 
this  gentleman  has  labored  as  a  minister  of 
the  Gospel  in  the  United  Brethren  Church, 
^  and  by  his  self-sacrificing  efforts  in  behalf 
of  the  cause  has  been  instrumental  in  the  conver- 
sion of  many  souls.  While  he  works  for  the  spiri- 
tual upbuilding  of  the  community  by  preaching  on 
Sunday,  he  labors  during  the  week  for  his  tem- 
poral maintenance.  For  five  years  he  preached  on 
the  circuit  in  different  localities.  He  has  a  first- 
class  farm  of  one  hundred  acres  on  section  27,  Hope 
Township,  and  is  ranked  among  the  progressive 
farmers  of  Barry  County. 

The  Rev.  L.  C.  Gesler  comes  of  German  parent 
age.     His  father,  Jacob  Gesler,  was  born  in  Lan- 
caster County,  Pa.,  and  was  a  weaver  by  trade.  For 


a  number  of  years  he  resided  in  Ohio,  whence  he 
removed  to  La  Salle  County,  111.,  and  there  re- 
mained until  death  took  him  from  his  sphere  of 
usefulness  in  1841.  His  wife,  formerly  Margaret 
Illious,  passed  away  some  years  prior  to  his  demise, 
she  having  died  in  Ohio.  They  instilled  into  the 
minds  of  their  children,  of  whom  there  were  nine, 
principles  of  justice  and  honor,  and  lived  to  see 
them  fill  responsible  positions  in  their  various 
localities. 

The  gentleman  who  is  the  subject  of  this  bio- 
graphical notice  was  born  May  1,  1820,  at  Cross 
Creek,  Jefferson  County,  Ohio,  and  when  only 
eighteen  years  of  age  started  out  in  the  world  for 
himself,  having  acquired  a  limited  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  the  vicinity,  and  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  practical  affairs  of  life  through 
the  medium  of  farm  experience  and  observation. 
He  arrived  in  Michigan  in  February,  1838,  and 
located  in  St.  Joseph  County,  where  he  established 
a  home  of  his  own.  He  purchased  land  in  Mont- 
ville  Township,  that  county,  which  he  subse- 
quently sold  at  a  fair  advance  on  the  original 
investment.  In  1855  he  came  to  Barry  County 
and  settled  on  the  farm  which  is  still  his  home  in 
Hope  Township. 

The  land  was  then  in  a  wild  condition,  covered 
with  underbrush  and  containing  no  improvements 
save  a  log  house  and  seven  acres  of  the  land  being 
cleared.  Although  the  aspect  was  uninviting  Mr. 
Gesler  possessed,  by  nature  and  inheritance,  those 
characteristics  of  enterprise  and  determination 
which  have  contributed  so  largely  to  his  success, 
lie  was  nothing  daunted  by  obstacles  thrown  across 
his  path,  but  continued  his  pioneer  labors  until  the 
most  of  his  fine  farm  of  one  hundred  acres  has 
been  brought  under  excellent  cultivation,  and  his 
estate  now  ranks  among  tlie  best  in  the  township. 
In  the  old  log  cabin  his  family  found  a  home  until 
1879,  when  it  gave  place  to  a  commodious  resi- 
dence of  a  modern  style  of  architecture.  The  in- 
terior of  this  cozy  home  is  furnished  with  excellent 
taste  and  indicates  the  refinement  of  the  inmates. 

Mrs.  Gesler  was  formerly  Elizabeth  A.  Snow, 
and  is  the  daughter  of  Calvin  and  Bathsheba  ( Par- 
mingter)  Snow,  the  former  born  near  the  city  of 
Boston  and    the    latter    in    Boston.     In    Boston, 
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also,  Mrs.  Gesler  was  born  in  1825,  and  received  a 
good  education  in  that  intellectual  "Hub."  She 
possesses  all  the  accomplishments  necessary  to 
place  her  in  a  front  rank  of  society,  and  her  cul- 
ture of  mind  and  kindness  of  heart  have  won  for 
her  the  esteem  of  the  entire  community.  Her 
father,  who  was  an  employe  in  the  glass  works  of 
Boston,  died  in  1854,  while  her  mother  passed  from 
earth  in  1869.  Their  family  comprised  nine  chil- 
dren, of  whom  four  survive. 

Nine  children  came  to  bless  the  wedded  life  of 
our  subject  and  his  worthy  wife,  of  whom  we  note 
the  following:  Edward  N.  married  Adaline  Forbes, 
and  is  a  resident  of  Baltimore  Township;  Orin  B. 
married  Miss  iVfary  Howard  and  they  are  living  in 
Hope  Township;  Albert  E.,  who  married  Vestie 
Harris,  is  a  resident  of  Saranae;  Mary  B.,  Mrs. 
Lewis  Snyder,  is  now  deceased;  Sarah  married 
Howard  Mosier  and  they  live  in  Hope  Township; 
Caroline  became  Mrs.  David  Morthland;  Martha, 
Mrs.  Porter  Mowrey,  is  living  in  Kalamazoo 
County;  Irving  died  in  infancy;  Arthur  C,  a 
school  teacher,  is  single.  Our  subject  served  in  the 
late  war,  enlisting  in  September,  1864,  in  the 
Mississippi  Squadron,  Gunboat  No.  56,  and  faith- 
fully participating  in  the  various  duties  of  his 
company  until  his  discharge  from  the  hospital  in 
1865.  Mrs.  Gesler  for  a  period  of  nearly  six  years 
was  blind,  caused  from  cataracts  in  the  eye,  but 
by  a  careful  surgical  operation  she  was  com- 
pletely restored  to  sight.  In  politics  ©ur  subject 
was  formerly  a  Republican,  but  now  is  a  stanch 
Prohibitionist. 

-*-» **- 

WILLIAM  S.  GOODYEAR.  The  death  of 
the  late  William  S.  Goodyear  cast  a  gloom 
over  the  town  of  Hastings,  Barry  County, 
among  whose  citizens  he  had  gone  in  and  out  for 
well  nigh  half  a  century.  During  this  period  he 
had  become  one  of  the  foremost  business  men  of 
the  county,  and  in  the  city  that  he  had  chosen  as 
his  home  are  many  lasting  monuments  to  his  pro- 
gressive ideas,  in  the  way  of  buildings  he  caused  to 
be  erected.     While  his  most  influential  connection 


with  the  affairs  of  this  locality  was  as  a  business 
man  and  a  private  citizen,  he  had  also  considerable 
to  do  with  municipal  affairs,  having  served  two 
terms  as  Mayor  and  having  for  many  years  been  a 
member  of  the  School  Board. 

Mr.  Goodyear  was  born  in  1822,  and  his  birth- 
place York,  Pa.  After  pursuing  the  usual  course 
of  study  in  the  schools  of  his  native  place  he 
learned  the  trade  of  a  plasterer  which  he  followed 
there  until  1843.  He  then  turned  his  footsteps 
westward  and  locating  in  Hastings  pursued  his  call- 
ing here  for  a  time  and  also  in  Grand  Rapids.  In 
1849  he  and  his  brother  Henry  A.  united  in  the 
carrying  on  of  a  general  mercantile  business  at 
Hastings,  where  Henry  had  been  thus  occupied  for 
several  years.  The  association  continued  until  1855 
when  Henry  A.  Goodyear  was  elected  to  the  State 
Senate  and  his  interest  was  bought  by  Nathan 
Barlow.  The  new  firm,  Barlow  &  Goodyear,  car- 
ried on  the  business  about  a  score  of  years,  at  the 
expiration  of  which  time  they  divided  the  property. 

When  the  partnership  between  Messrs.  Barlow 
&  Goodyear  was  dissolved  the  junior  partner  con- 
tinued the  business,  taking  into  the  establishment 
his  son  Frank  G.,  and  George  Barnes,  who  had  been 
a  clerk  in  the  house  for  many  years.  The  three 
gentlemen  carried  on  the  business  until  1886,  and 
two  years  later  Mr.  Goodyear  breathed  his  last 
after  an  illness  that  confined  him  to  his  bed  but  a 
few  days.  He  had  so  long  been  numbered  among 
the  leading  citizens  of  the  county  that  the  news  of 
his  death  came  as  a  personal  calamity  to  man}r 
acquaintances  and  caused  a  profound  feeling  of 
regret.  His  business  relations  had  been  such  as  to 
demonstrate  the  activity  of  his  mind  and  the 
honesty  of  his  purpose,  and  his  disposition  was  so 
kindly  and  generous  that  he  could  scarcely  be 
known  without  being  loved.  In  his  political  views 
he  was  a  Democrat  and  in  matters  connected  with 
religion  he  favored  the  doctrine  of  the  Episcopal 
Church.  He  was  identified  with  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity. 

Mr.  Goodyear  left  a  widow  and  two  children  to 
mourn  his  departure  from  the  scenes  of  time  and 
to  perpetuate  as  best  they  can  his  virtues  and 
talents.  His  widow  is  a  native  of  the  Empire  State 
and  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Mary  Tyler.     She  is 
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an  estimable  woman  who  has  been  devoted  to  the 
interests  of  her  family,  while  ready  at  all  times  to 
respond  to  the  cry  of  need  and  give  sympathy  and 
substantial  aid.  The  children  whose  affection  is 
one  of  her  chief  sources  of  comfort  are  Frank  G. 
and  Mrs.  Carrie  Goodyear. 


# 
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WILLIAM  CRIDLER.  In  looking  about  for 
an  example  worthy  of  the  emulation  of 
youths  who  must  be  the  architects  of  their 
own  fortunes,  no  better  can  be  found  than  is  given 
in  the  life  of  Mr.  Cridler.  He  is  one  of  the  leading 
and  substantial  farmers  of  Barry  County  and  has 
one  of  the  finest  pieces  of  property  in  Thorn  Apple 
Township.  The  two  hundred  acres  that  comprise 
the  estate  are  of  productive  soil  which  under  care- 
ful handling  produce  most  abundantly.  An  elegant 
farmhouse,  ample  barns  and  other  outbuildings 
rear  their  walls  at  convenient  points,  and  orchard, 
garden  and  shade  trees  beautify  the  scene. 

Going  back  three   generations  in  the  ancestral 
line    we   find  a  Mr.  and    Mrs.  Cridler   emigrating 
from  Germany  and  taking  up  their  abode  in  Penn- 
sylvania.    In  that  State  a  son,  Frederick,  was  born 
to  them   and  he  at  an  early  date  in  the  history  of 
Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  removed  thereto  and  made 
it  his  home  until  death.     He  was  a  devout  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.     He  married 
and  reared  a  family  of  four  sons  and  four  daughters, 
one  being  Simeon,  father   of   our   subject.     That 
gentleman  was  born  in  Columbia  County,  Pa.,  and 
married  there  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Eveland,  who  was 
a  native  of   the   same  section.     They  removed  to 
Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  but  after  a  time  the  hus- 
band rented  Roger's  land  in  Livingston    County, 
N.  Y.,  whence  he  returned  to  Steuben  County  about 
1842.     There  he  has  since  resided  and  is  still  living 
having   now  reached  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
three  years.     His  wife  who  was  born  September  22, 
1807,  died  November  26,  1867.     She  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  Peter  Eveland   and  one  of  a  family  of  five 
sons  and  four  daughters.     She  was  the  mother  of 
pine   children,  named   respectively  Cyrus,  Peter, 


Russell,  Daniel  S.,  Permelia,  William,  Elizabeth, 
Charles  S.  and  Mary  J.  Permelia  died  when  seven 
years  old.  The  others  grew  to  maturity,  married, 
and  all  are  now  living  in  New  York  except  our 
subject  and  Mary  J. 

William  Cridler  was  born  near  Mt.  Morris,  Liv- 
ingston County  N.  Y.,  February  3,  1838.     He  was 
reared  on  a  farm  and  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  and  Reynolds  Seminary.  After  com- 
pleting his  education  he  spent  nineteen  terms  in  the 
schoolroom  as  a  teacher,  establishing  an   excellent 
reputation,  so  that  his  services  were  in  demand  and 
he  commanded  the  best  of  wages  wherever   he  was 
known.     He   began  life  for  himself  upon  reaching 
his  majority,  working    for   wages  on  his   father's 
farm  during  the  summer  months  and   doing  pro- 
fessional   work    winters.     In   1867   he  rented   one 
of  his  father's  farms  for  three  years  and  when  his 
lease  had  expired  he  removed  to  this  State.     Hav- 
ing decided  on  Barry  County  as  his  place  of  resi- 
dence and  being  already  the  owner  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  on  section  6,  Rutland  Township, 
he  took  possession  of  this  tract,  to  which  he  subse- 
quently added  forty  acres,  placing  the  whole  under 
good  improvement.     In  1879  he  bought  one  hun- 
dred acres  on  section  21,  Thorn   Apple  Township, 
and  about  two  years  later  located  upon  it,  selling 
his    Rutland  Township  farm.     He  has   increased 
his   acreage   in    Thorn  Apple  and  also  owns  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Ingham  County  and  a 
residence  and  lot  in  the  city  of  Leslie. 

June  28,  1865,  the  subject  of  this  notice  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  C.  Sylvester, 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary  Sylvester.  After  a 
brief  wedded  life  the  young  couple  were  separated, 
the  wife  breathing  her  last  May  17,  1870.  She  was 
a  devoted  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  In  November,  1872,  Mr.  Cridler  brought 
to  his  lonely  home  a  second  wife,  having  won  the 
hand  of  Mrs.  Annie  O.  Wilcox,  widow  of  George  H. 
Wilcox  and  daughter  of  Ashley  and  Orra  (Gilbert) 
Lawrence.  Mr.  Lawrence  and  his  wife  were  natives 
of  Massachusetts  and  he  was  a  farmer  and  carpenter. 
He  died  in  Steuben  County,  N.  Y.  The  present 
Mrs.  Cridler  has  one  child  by  her  former  marriage 
—George  A.  Wilcox,  a  graduate  of  the  High  School. 
Her  union  to  her  present  husband  has  been  blessed 
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by  the  birth  of  one  child — Arthur  L.  Mrs.  Cridler 
is  a  notable  housewife,  an  excellent  neighbor  and 
a  consistent  Christian,  ready  to  take  an  active  part 
in  any  work  in  which  she  can  do  good.  She  is  a 
Methodist,  clinging  to  the  faith  to  which  she  was 
reared,  her  father  having  been  an  active  member 
of  the  same  denomination. 

Mr.  Cridler  is  highly  spoken  of  as  a  citizen 
worthy  of  respect  and  a  neighbor  who  may  be  de- 
pended upon  for  kindly  offices  when  need  arises. 
He  has  been  honored  with  the  offices  of  School 
Inspector  and  Supervisor,  filling  the  latter  position 
both  in  Rutland  and  Thorn  Apple  Townships. 
Politically,  he  may  be  classed  as  independent  as  he 
does  not  adhere  closely  to  any  party.  He  is  an  hon- 
ored member  of  the  Masonic  order  and  has  a  lead- 
ing place  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


***>• 
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k  ANIEL  STRIKER.  This  excellent  financier 
came  to  Michigan  in  so  early  a  period  in  his 
existence  that  his  recollections  do  not  ex- 
tend beyond  the  scenes  within  its  borders.  Since 
his  twentieth  year  he  has  been  connected  with  the 
commercial  and  civil  affairs  of  Barry  County  and 
has  made  Hastings  his  place  of  residence.  His 
name  is  not  unknown  to  fame,  as  he  has  borne 
public  honors,  such  as  to  extend  his  reputation 
throughout  the  confines  of  the  commonwealth  and 
make  it  a  matter  of  national  history.  He  is  now 
Vice-President  of  the  Hastings  National  Bank,  a 
position  that  he  has  held  more  than  a  dozen  years, 
and  he  is  connected  with  other  banking  institutions 
as  stockholder  or  director. 

The  Striker  family  came  originally  from  Hol- 
land. The  great-grandfather  was  James  Striker, 
of  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.  The  grandparents  of 
our  subject  were  Daniel  and  Sophia  (Way)  Striker, 
both  of  whom  were  also  born  in  Dutchess  County, 
N.  Y.  The  husband  was  a  wagon-maker  and  one 
of  his  nine  sons  followed  the  same  occupation. 
Four  members  of  the  family  belonged  to  the  regu- 
lar army,  two  were  killed  during  the  Mexican 
War  and  the  others  died  of  yellow  fever  at  New 
Orleans  while  on  their  way  home.     A  sixth  son 


was  a  boot  and  shoe  maker,  and  the  other  three 
were  farmers.  Among  the  agriculturists  was  Gil- 
bert, who  came  to  Jackson  County,  Mich.,  in 
August,  1835,  and  who  became  a  prominent  citi- 
zen of  this  section  of  the  State.  During  his  early 
life  he  had  been  employed  on  the  Erie  Canal  for 
six  years.  Not  long  before  his  removal  to  this 
State  he  married  Rebecca  Valentine,  a  native  of 
Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  while  his  own  place  of 
nativity  was  in  Dutchess  County. 

Gilbert  Striker  remained  in  Jackson  County 
until  1851,  then  removed  to  Baltimore,  Barry 
County,  in  and  near  which  village  he  had  bought 
a  large  tract  of  Government  land.  He  carried  on 
extensive  farming  until  stricken  by  death  in  No- 
vember, 1874.  For  twenty-seven  years  he  held 
the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  served  in 
many  other  local  positions.  In  1872  he  became  a 
member  of  the  State  Legislature,  and  he  was  still 
serving  as  a  law-maker  when  called  hence.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  and  with 
the  same  denomination  his  widow  is  identified. 
She  is  still  living  on  the  old  homestead.  To  the 
good  couple  eight  children  were  born,  four  of 
whom  are  now  deceased.  The  living  are:  Daniel, 
of  whom  we  write;  Alee  M.,  now  Mrs.  Scott,  of 
Hastings;  Mrs.  Martha  Fancher  and  Gilbert,  the 
last  two  named  living  upon  the  old  farm. 

The  natal  day  of  Daniel  Striker  was  April  9, 
1835,  and  the  place  of  his  birth  the  town  of  Rose, 
Wayne  County,  N.  Y.  The  greater  part  of  his 
education  was  obtained  in  the  district  schools,  but 
he  attended  the  Union  School  in  Hastings  one 
term,  and  what  was  then  known  as  the  Michigan 
Central  College,  now  Spring  Arbor,  an  equal 
length  of  time.  He  taught  both  at  Baltimore  and 
Rutland  before  he  was  twenty  years  of  age,  and 
gave  his  spare  time  to  work  on  the  farm.  In 
October,  1855,  he  became  a  clerk  for  Barlow  & 
Goodyear  at  $13  per  month  and  remained  with 
the  firm  three  years.  He  then  gave  up  his  position 
in  order  to  assume  the  duties  of  Clerk  of  Barry 
County,  to  which  the  people  had  called  him.  He 
filled  the  position  four  years,  capably  discharging 
the  duties  that  devolved  upon  him  and  manifest- 
ing great  accuracy  in  all  his  records. 

While  serving  as  County  Clerk   Mr.  Striker  en- 
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tered  into  a  partnership  under  the  firm  name  of 
Roberts  <fc  Striker,  for  the  prosecution  of  the  sale 
of  drugs  and  books,  and  the  connection  continued 
six  years  from  February,  1861.  Mr.  Striker  then 
sold  out  his  interest  to  his  partner  and  invested 
his  funds  otherwise.  In  1862  he  was  appointed 
Deputy  County  Clerk  for  two  years,  and  in  1866 
he  was  again  elected  Clerk  and  held  the  office  two 
terms  of  two  years  each.  In  1870  he  was  elected 
Secretary  of  State,  and  being  re-elected  at  the  ex- 
piration of  his  term,  held  the  office  continuously 
four  years.  During  this  time  he  had  been  closely 
identified  with  the  financial  affairs  of  Barry  County, 
and  in  1873  he  was  chosen  one  of  the  directors 
of  the  Hastings  National  Bank.  Four  years  later 
he  became  its  Vice  President  and  still  retains  that 
responsible  office,  to  the  duties  of  which  are  added 
also  those  of  manager. 

The  same  year  that  saw  Mr.  Striker  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Hastings  National  Bank  gave  him  work 
as   one  of  the  organizers  of    the   First   National 
Bank  of  Eaton   Rapids,  Eaton   County.     Of  this 
institution  he  has  been  one  of  the  directors  since 
its  incipiency  and  one  of  its  heavy  stockholders. 
In    other   banking    institutions    Mr.    Striker    has 
greater  or  less  interest,  among  them   the    Lowell 
State  Bank,  which  succeeds  the  Lowell  National 
Bank  that  was  closed  in  1888,  and   is  one  of  the 
Directors  and  Vice-President.     As  a  financier  Mr. 
Striker    has  gained  such  high   repute   that  efforts 
are    constantly   being    made    to    interest  him    in 
enterprises   where   his    ability    will    be    useful    to 
others.     In  1882  he  was  elected  Chairman  of  the 
Albion  College  Endowment  Fund  Committee  to 
succeed    the    Hon.    John   Owen,   of    Detroit.     In 
this  position  he  has  charge  of  the  assets   of    the 
endowment  fund  which  at  the'present  time  amounts 
to  $200,000,  and  the  management  of  which,  com- 
bined with  the  control  of   the  bank,  occupies  his 
time  quite  fully.     He,  however,  does  not  neglect 
the    interests   of  several   estates  of  which   he  has 
been  appointed  executor. 

The  handsomest  residence  in  Hastings  is  that 
in  which  Mr.  Striker  and  his  family  entertain  their 
friend?  and  enjoy  the  pleasures  of  domestic  life. 
Mrs.  Striker  was  known  in  her  maidenhood  as 
Miss  Sarah  E.  Fancher  and  was  born  in  German 


Flats,  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y.  She  is  a  daughter 
of  Enos  and  Sarah  A.  (Morrison)  Fancher,  who 
gave  her  devoted  care  and  strengthened  the  powers 
of  her  mind  and  the  noble  qualities  of  her  heart. 
Prior  to  her  marriage,  which  was  solemnized  Octo- 
ber 1,  1862,  she  had  been  for  some  time  numbered 
among  the  residents  of  Hastings.  She  has  one 
daughter,  Rebekah,  a  cultured  young  lady,  whose 
charms  add  much  to  the  home  life. 

The  minor  offices  of  Supervisor  and  Assessor 
have  been  filled  by  Mr.  Striker  several  times.  He 
is  a  stanch  member  of  the  Republican  party  and 
an  honored  Mason.  He  was  Grand  Master  of  the 
State  in  1879  and  Grand  High  Priest  in  1886.  In 
the  Scottish  rites  he  has  risen  to  the  thirty-third 
degree.  The  entire  family  belong  to  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church  and  are  not  only  devout 
believers  but  earnest  workers.  In  business,  social 
and  civil  affairs  Mr.  Striker  is  equally  prominent, 
and  his  name  and  fame  need  not  be  enlarged  upon 
to  the  readers  of  this  volume. 


#^ 
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ft]  AMES  D.  BENHAM,  Sheriff  of  Barry 
County,  has  been  a  factor  in  the  agricul- 
tural progress  of  this  section  for  some  twen- 
ty-five years,  and  has  ever  been  found  on 
th*T  side  of  integrity  and  energetic  efforts.  He 
comes  of  an  old  New  England  family  that  was 
originally  from  Wales,  and  was  in  later  days  repre- 
sented in  the  P]mpire  State  by  men  of  standing  and 
means.  His  great-grandfather  came  from  the  Brit- 
ish Isles  and  settled  in  Connecticut,  where  to  him 
was  born  a  son  James,  Jr.  This  child  grew  to  a 
sturdy  manhood,  and  took  up  arms  for  the  Colonial 
rights  when  independence  was  declared.  He  re- 
moved to  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  in  an  early  day, 
and  there  continued  to  till  the  soil  as  long  as 
strength  sufficed. 

The  next  in  the  direct  line  of  descent  was  an- 
other James  Benham,  who  was  also  a  native  of  Con- 
necticut, and  for  years  a  resident  of  New  York. 
He  too  was  a  farmer,  and  in  the  times  in  which  he 
lived  was  numbered  among  the  wealthy  men  of  the 
section.     He   removed   to   Huron   County,   Ohig, 
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about  1846,  and  there  he  spent  the  years  until  his 
wife  was  called  away  in  June,  1879;  he  then  made 
his  home  with  his  son,  our  subject,  in  Michigan,  and 
died  under  his  roof  in  March,  1884,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-six  years.  Mrs.  Benham  was  seventy- 
seven  when  she  died.  She  was  a  native  of  Ulster 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Lucy 
Mead.  Mr.  Benham  was  a  Justice  of  the  Peace 
many  years.  The  parental  family  comprised  ten 
sons  and  daughters — Philo  M.,  Charles  B.,  Whit- 
man S.,  Byron  EL,  Lyman  W.,  Julia  A.,  James  D., 
Lucy  A.,  Helen  and  Nathan.  The  last  two  named 
died  young;  Charles  was  a  soldier  in  the  Third  Ohio 
Cavalry. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  these  para- 
graphs, was  born  in  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  No- 
vember 5,  1834,  and  was  reared  on  a  farm.  His 
opportunities  for  gaining  book  knowledge  were 
meager,  confined  to  the  district  school  and  after 
the  removal  to  Ohio  to  attendance  in  a  log  school- 
house.  He  aided  his  father  in  clearing  the  new 
farm,  and  did  not  begin  his  personal  work  until 
after  he  had  attained  to  his  majority.  He  then 
rented  land  on  which  he  labored  until  a  few  months 
after  Ft.  Sumter  was  fired  upon,  when  he  laid  aside 
the  implements  of  a  farmer  and  took  up  the  weap- 
ons of  a  soldier. 

The  date  of  the  enlistment  of  Mr.  Benham  was 
September,  1861,  and  the  body  of  which  he  was  a 
a  member  Company  I,  Third  Ohio  Cavalry.  He 
fought  in  the  bloody  engagement  at  Perry  ville,  and 
in  other  contests  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland, 
numbering  about  half  a  hundred  battles  and  skir- 
mishes. In  none  of  these  was  he  wounded,  nor 
was  he  off  duty  three  days  during  his  army  life. 
He  served  as  Corporal  and  Sergeant,  and  in  the 
latter  part  of  1863  was  detailed  as  Quartermaster 
Sergeant.  He  was  Orderly  for  Gens.  Wagner, 
Crook  and  Turchin  in  turn  for  two  and  a  half  years. 
The  discharge  of  Mr.  Benham  was  given  at  Edge- 
field, Tenn.,  in  August,  1865,  when  his  term  of 
service  lacked  but  a  few  days  of  four  years. 

In  the  fall  of  1865  Mr.  Benham  came  to  this 
State,  and  bought  land  in  Barry  County.  He  se- 
cured eighty  acres  on  section  36,  Rutland  Town- 
ship, which  he  has  cleared  and  improved.  He  has 
carried  on  his  work  here  in  such  a  way  as  to  gain  a 


good  maintenance,  and  has  discharged  the  duties  of 
citizenship  so  as  to  be  numbered  among  the  reliable 
members  of  the  community.  In  1874  he  was  elected 
Township  Supervisor,  and  held  the  office  three  years 
in  succession,  and  in  1887  was  again  elected  and 
still  again  in  1890.  In  November,  1890,  he  was 
elected  Sheriff  on  the  ticket  put  in  the  field  by  the 
Patrons  of  Industry.  Honored  by  his  fellow-men 
as  he  is,  the  people  were  satisfied  that  he  had  the 
requisite  courage  and  moral  force  to  properly  carry 
out  the  law  and  fulfill  their  wishes  as  a  conservator 
of  the  public  safety.  In  former  years  he  has  voted 
a  Republican  ticket. 

Mr.  Benham  was  married  November  15,  1855,  to 
Miss  Mahala  E.  Wilcox,  who  was  born  in  Huron 
County,  Ohio,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Frederick  and 
Sallie  (Hinkley)  Wilcox.  That  worthy  couple 
were  likewise  natives  of  Huron  County,  and  their 
home  was  on  a  farm,  Mr.  Wilcox  being  a  tiller  of 
the  soil,  and  also  County  Surveyor.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Benham  have  but  one  child,  a  son,  Bion  II. 


jj/SAAC  FISH.  About  fifty  years  have  passed 
since  this  gentleman  became  a  resident  of  Barry 
County,  taking  up  his  abode  on  section  17, 
Orange  ville  Township.  He  came  from  Detroit  on 
a  stage  and  had  to  carry  a  rail  and  make  frequent 
use  of  it  in  prying  the  wheels  out  of  the  mud.  The 
section  to  which  he  came  was  a  dense  forest  in 
which  Indians  roved  in  search  of  game.  He  built 
a  log  house  in  which  he  lived  about  fifteen  years 
and  he  then  put  up  a  substantial  frame  dwelling, 
more  in  keeping  with  his  circumstances  and  sur- 
roundings. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  Philip  Fish,  a  na- 
tive of  Rhode  Island,  who  went  from  that  State  to 
New  York  and  made  a  permanent  residence  in 
Oneida  County.  He  was  numbered  among  the 
pioneers  of  that  county  and  devoted  his  time  to 
tilling  the  soil.  He  married  Miss  Nancy  Smith, 
who  was  born  in  Utica,  N.  Y.,  and  died  in  Oneida 
County.  On  the  homestead  there,  he  of  whom  we 
write  was  born  December  14,  1814,  and  there  he 
studied  in   the  district   school,   occupying  a  slab 
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bench  in  a  log  building  and  writing  with  a  quill 
pen  at  a  desk  beside  the  wall.  He  had  two  sisters 
who  died  of  consumption  in  1820,  and  has  two 
brothers,  the  one  living  in  Detroit,  this  State,  and 
the  other  in  Lapeer,  Mich. 

Mr.  Fish's  fortunes  were  shared  for  some  years 
by  a  faithful  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Eliza  Livermore.  She  was  born  in  Whitesboro, 
N.  Y.,  and  died  on  the  homestead  where  our  sub- 
ject now  lives  in  1879.  To  her  were  born  seven 
children,  those  surviving  being  John,  a  rising  at- 
torney in  Wisconsin;  Fidus,  a  lawyer  in  Allegan, 
this  State;  Edward,  a  physician  in  Wisconsin;  and 
Sarah,  Mrs.  Lemuel  Wing,  whose  home  is  in  Orange- 
ville. 

Mr.  Fish  has  been  Township  Treasurer,  Justice 
of  the  Peace,  etc.,  and  has  been  an  earnest  public 
servant  in  whatever  capacity  he  was  called  upon  to 
ait.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Grange  and  is  iden- 
tified with  the  Baptist  Church,  of  which  he  has 
been  a  Trustee.  Politically  he  is  a  Democrat.  He 
is  a  man  of  respectability,  industrious  habits  and 
general  intelligence  and  is  well  regarded  by  his 
associates.  Fish's  Lake  in  Orangeville  Township 
was  named  in  his  honor. 

ARAH  J.  (FREEMAN)  McCLINTOCK, 
widow  of  Joseph  McClintock,  is  a  woman 
of  more  than  ordinary  force  of  character 
and  practical  ability.  The  marriage  of  our 
subject  to  Mr.  McClintock  was  consummated  Feb- 
ruary 13,  1868.  She  is  the  mother  of  two  children  : 
Ort  and  Ora  A.  By  a  former  marriage  to  Isaac  L. 
Hendershott,  she  had  a  family  of  three  daughters, 
two  of  whom  are  now  living — Nettie  M.,  and  Isa  L., 
Mrs.  Dickerson. 

Mrs.  McClintock  is  the  daughter  of  Joseph  C. 
and  Phceba  A.  (Valance)  Freeman,  natives  of  Ver- 
mont and  New  York  respectively.  Her  father 
when  a  boy  came  to  New  York,  and  was  a  furnace- 
maker,  where  he  remained  until  1 843,  then  removed 
to  Barry  County  and  settled  in  Barry  Township, 
being  among  the  first  settlers.  He  built  a  small 
log  house  in  the  woods  on  the  banks  of  the  Thorn 


Apple  River.  He  lived  on  this  farm  until  1878. 
One  hundred  and  twenty  acres  were  included  in 
Uie  farm  on  which  he  built,  before  leaving,  a  fine 
house  and  substantial  barns.  He  came  from  De- 
troit with  a  French  and  Indian  pony  and  a  light 
Democrat  wagon,  which  he  brought  from  the  State 
of  New  York,  coming  to  this  side  of  Battle  Creek 
and  spent  the  night  in  the  woods.  He  spent  his 
last  days  in  Middleville,  Barry  County,  dying  at 
the  advanced  age  of  eighty-four  years.  The  mother 
died  in  1847. 

Mrs.  McClintock  is  one  of  a  family  of  seven, 
six  of  whom  are  still  living:  Mrs.  McClintock, 
George  H.,  Oscar  D.,  Porter  C,  Joseph  C,  Julia 
A.,  (Mrs.  G.  J.  Teeple.)  The  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, a  Democrat,  was  elected  to  the  office  of  Town- 
ship Surveyor.  In  1844  he  was  hired  to  go  to 
Kalamazoo  County  and  make  a  furnace,  and  he 
there  cast  the  first  iron  in  that  county,  and  contin- 
ued off  and  on  to  work  four  years.  He  would 
walk  home,  once  a  month,  a  distance  of  forty  miles; 
this  he  often  did  after  a  day's  hard  work.  He  would 
go  to  bed,  but  after  the  moon  rose,  would  get  up 
and  walk  home  arriving  some  time  in  the  morning. 
He  would  often  bring  with  him  for  family  use, 
different  articles,  and  one  time  he  purchased  and 
brought  home  a  bushel  basket,  as  they  had  none  at 
Hastings.  He  received  $2  a  day  for  his  services. 
During  this  time  of  hard  and  arduous  labor,  in 
order  to  finish  his  log  house,  he  sold  his  fine  boots 
and  white  linen  pants.  Owing  to  the  lack  of  pastur- 
age on  his  own  farm  he  had  to  go  one  mile  and  a 
half  each  night  and  morning  during  the  summer 
to  milk  the  cows.  During  the  autumn  of  the  same 
year  he  came  to  Barry  County.  At  this  time  he 
was  taken  sick  with  the  fever  and  ague.  He  had 
been  taking  quinine  but  getting  out,  sent  to  Hast- 
ings for  some  more,  and  they  put  up  by  mistake, 
calomel.  He  thought  it  did  not  taste  like  quinine 
so  he  sent  a  sample  to  Hastings,  and  the  doctors 
pronounced  it  calomel,  but  it  cured  the  disease  and 
he  had  no  more  ague  after  that.  In  the  autumn  of 
the  next  year  (1844)  a  sister  with  her  family,  came 
from  New  York,  driving  an  ox-team,  being  four 
weeks  on  the  journey. 

The  husband  of  Mrs.  McClintock  was  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Barry  County,  coming  from  Gen^ 
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esee  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1846.  He  was  engaged  in 
farming  in  Rutland  Township,  where  he  continued 
to  live  until  his  death  which  occurred  in  1871. 
Mrs.  McClintock  is  a  woman  of  much  capability 
and  is  an  excellent  housewife  and  during  her  hus- 
band's life  time  contributed  her  share  towards 
bringing  about  their  prosperity.  She  removed  to 
Hastings  City  in  1883  and  owns  three  tine  houses 
on  Jefferson  and  Center  Streets.  She  is  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  an  active 
worker  in  the  missionary  society  connected  with 
that  denomination. 


WILLIAM  R.  COOK,  of  the  firm  of  Cook 
Bros.,  proprietors  and  editors  of  the  Hast- 
ings Banner,  is  one  of  the  native-born 
citizens  of  Barry  County,  who  are  taking  conspic- 
uous places  in  the  various  departments  of  life.  He 
was  born  in  Hastings,  January  28,  1866,  and  spent 
his  younger  days  in  the  pursuit  of  knowledge  in 
the  city  schools.  He  was  graduated  from  the  High 
School  in  1883  and  then  spent  two  years  in  study- 
ing higher  branches  in  the  State  University  at  Ann 
Arbor.  He  thus  became  well  grounded  in  useful 
knowledge  and  acquired  the  studious  habits  and 
literary  taste  that  still  distinguish  him. 

After  completing  his  studies  Mr.  Cook  returned 
home  and  took  a  position  in  the  abstract  office  of 
Cook  &  Sheldon,  where  he  remained  a  few  months. 
He  then  turned  his  attention  to  the  study  of  law 
and  for  a  year  was  to  be  found  in  the  office  of 
Stuart,  Knappen  &  Van  Arman  of  this  place.  His 
health  failed  and  he  was  obliged  to  abandon  legal 
work,  and  the  ensuing  fall  he  purchased  an  interest 
in  the  Banner,  with  which  his  brother  was  already 
connected.  He  has  charge  of  the  local  department, 
which  he  manages  to  fill  with  interesting  items 
gleaned  at  the  meetings  of  societies  or  business 
men  and  in  the  social  circles  where  he  is  popular. 

Mr.  Cook  has  an  interest  in  the  Hastings  Furni- 
ture Company,  in  the  Building  &  Loan  Associa- 
tion, in  the  Michigan  Whip  Company  and  in  the 
Universal  Credit  Agency.  He  belongs  to  Barry 
Lodge  No.  13,  K,  of  P*  md  to  Hastings  Division 


No.  19,  U.  R.  K.  of  P.  and  participated  in  both 
meetings  at  Cincinnati  and  Milwaukee,  when  this 
Division  won  the  World's  prize  in  Hastings.  He  fills 
the  Chair  of  Vice  Chancellor.  He  is  Secretary  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Sunday-school,  and  is  a 
young  man  of  exemplary  habits,  bright  mind  and 
the  manners  of  a  thorough  gentleman. 


\j)  OHN  DAWSON,  one  of  the  representative 
farmers  of  Barry  County,is  located  on  section 
22,  Rutland  Township,  and  has  a  tract  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  This  acreage, 
and  an  additional  forty  he  formerly  owned,  has 
been  cleared  and  improved  by  Mr.  Dawson,  and  is 
a  well  regulated  and  remunerative  estate,  capable 
of  producing  good  crops  and  supplying  every 
reasonable  want  of  its  occupants.  It  is  furnished 
with  needful  buildings  of  substantial  construction, 
is  adorned  by  garden,  orchard  and  forest  trees,  and 
in  every  part  indicates  the  controlling  power  of  a 
thrifty,  prudent  and  energetic  man. 

In  the  parish  of  Clackmannan,  County  Sterling, 
Scotland,  John  Dawson,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  and  died.  He  married  Jeannette  Carmichaei 
and  they  reared  eight  children — James,  John,  Mary, 
Robert,  Jeannette,  Jane,  Richard  and  Charles.  The 
son  James  was  born  in  the  same  house  as  his  father 
and  followed  the  same  trade,  that  of  weaving.  His 
birth  took  place  November  4,  1794,  and  he  married 
Christiana  Watson,  who  was  born  August  2,  1799, 
in  Logie,  the  same  county.  That  couple  left  Scot- 
land in  the  spring  of  1827  and  in  June  landed  in 
New  York,  whence  they  went  direct  to  Pittsfield, 
Mass.  There  the  husband  worked  at  his  trade  in 
the  woolen  factories  until  1832,  when  he  came  to 
Michigan.  His  widowed  mother  nnd  the  other 
members  of  the  family,  except  his  sister  Jeannette, 
had  crossed  the  Atlantic  the  previous  year  and  to- 
gether they  came  West. 

They  located  in  Wayne  County,  about  twenty 
miles  west  of  Detroit,  and  James  Dawson  entered 
one  hundred  and  sixt}'  acres  of  land,  which  he  traded 
a  year  later  for  another  farm  in  the  same  township. 
He  made  a  second  and  third  change  in  the  town- 
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ship  and  accumulated  six  hundred  acres  prior  to  the 
year  1860.  His  death  occurred  April  16,  of  that 
year.  He  served  nearly  all  his  life  as  Highway  Com- 
missioner. When  trouble  arose  over  the  boundary 
line  between  Michigan  and  Ohio,  he  was  drafted. 
His  children  were  five  in  number  and  all  lived  to 
maturity  and  married  except  James,  the  fourth.  The 
others  are  John,  Margaret,  Jeannette  and  Robert. 
Both  parents  joined  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
after  coming  to  this  State,  although  they  had  been 
reared  under  the  teachings  of  the  Scotch  Dissenters. 
The  maternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were  John 
and  Margaret  (Scotland)  Watson,  and  the  grand- 
father was  a  farmer.  Their  children  were  Margaret. 
Robert,  James,  Jeannette  and  Christiana — the  latter 
being  the  only  one  who  came  to  America. 

Onr  subject  was  born  in  the  ancestral  home  in 
County  Sterling,  Scotland,  September  6,  1824,  and 
was  scarcely  beyond  infanc}7  when  brought  to 
the  United  States.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm 
and  received  his  schooling  in  the  district  schools  of 
Michigan,  which  did  not  afford  the  best  of  oppor- 
tunities for  acquiring  knowledge.  He  is  therefore 
mainly  self-educated.  At  the  age  of  twenty  years 
he  began  his  personal  career,  working  by  the  month 
on  a  farm,  and  after  he  had  become  of  age  he  rail- 
roaded three  years.  He  next  worked  in  a  sawmill 
nine  years,  then,  in  1856  bought  eighty  acres  of 
land  in  Lenawee  County,  this  State,  upon  which  he 
lived  three  years.  He  then  returned  to  the  home- 
stead and  made  it  his  abode  until  1876,  when  he 
came  to  his  present  location. 

The  date  of  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Dawson  and 
Miss  Helen  C.  Perce  was  April  16,  1850.  His 
present  wife  was  formerly  Miss  Ann  E.  Ailing,  and 
is  a  native  of  Rochester  N.  Y.  and  daughter  of 
John  and  Maria  (Gurnee)  Ailing  who  were  among 
the  early  settlers  of  Rochester.  That  worthy  couple 
were  born  respectively  in  Ballston  Springs,  October 
25,  1802,  and  Hempstead,  October  15,  of  the  same 
year,  and  they  died  in  December,  1885,  and  Febru- 
ary, 1875.  Mr.  Ailing  was  reared  to  farming  but 
learned  the  shoemaker's  trade  in  Rochester.  The 
Ailing  family  comprised  Maria  J.,  Margaret  E., 
Frances  E.,  Wealthy  A.,  Ann  E.,  George  W.  and 
Edward  D.  George  served  in  Battery  L,  First  New 
York  Light  Artillery  during  the  Civil  War.     John 


Ailing  was  the  son  of  Young  S.  and  Martha  (Cary) 
Ailing  and  was  of  Scotch  ancestry.  Mrs.  John 
Ailing  was  a  daughter  of  Stephen  H.  and  Maria 
(Onderdunk)  Gurnee  and  her  father  was  of  French 
descent.  Both  the  Ailing  and  the  Gurnee  families 
were  quite  early  settlers  in  Wayne  County,  N.  Y. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  and  his  present  wife 
was  solemnized  February  15,  1870,  and  has  been 
followed  by  mutual  happiness.  Both  are  active  in 
religious  work  and  honored  members  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church.  Mr.  Dawson  is  identified  with  the 
Knights  of  Pythias.  He  is  not  only  an  excellent 
farmer,  but  a  man  of  true  worth  in  the  various  re- 
lations of  life,  given  to  hospitality  and  showing  an 
interest  in  the  prosperity  of  the  section  in  which  he 
lives.  He  is  respected  by  all  who  know  him,  and 
his  estimable  wife  shares  in  their  esteem. 


DGAR  EUDELMER  COLE.     A  prominent 
■^j      place  among  the  young  farmers  of  Assyria 
Township,   Barry   County,  is  that  held  by 


the  gentleman  above  named,  who  operates  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-five  acres  of  land  on  sections  35 
and  36.  The  property  which  he  occupies  belongs 
to  his  father,  Judge  W.  W.  Cole,  but  much  of  the 
work  that  has  been  done  upon  it  was  taken  part  in 
by  its  present  manager,  and  he  is  now  most  ener- 
getically pursuing  general  farming  and  stock-rais- 
ing. The  location  is  pleasant  and  favorable,  Belle- 
vue  being  five  miles  distant  and  Battle  Creek 
nine.  The  farm  has  been  supplied  with  every 
needful  building  and  the  finest  brick  house  in  the 
township.  There  is  an  orchard  of  seven  acres  and 
a  fine  grove,  and  the  place  is  well  stocked  with* 
first-class  machinery  and  high-grade  animals. 

Judge  Cole  was  born  in  Niagara  County,  N.  Y., 
and  was  a  farmer  there  until  about  1849.  He  then 
came  to  Michigan  and  bought  land  in  Le  Roy 
Township,  Calhoun  County,  upon  which  he  made 
improvements  and  carried  on  his  work  some  seven 
years.  He  then  located  at  Bellevue,  and  in  part- 
nership with  W.  P.  Cole  engaged  in  the  nursery 
business.  They  had  a  nice  start  and  the  Judge  was 
offered  $2,400  for  his  share,  but  did  not  accept  the 
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offer,  when  a  hard  winter  came  on,  which  froze  out 
the  trees  and  plants  and  he  realized  nothing.  He 
then  became  a  clerk,  in  which  capacity  he  acted 
until  the  spring  of  1858,  when  he  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Maple  Grove  Township,  Barry  County. 
Three  years  later  he  bought  wild  land  that  is  now 
the  beautiful  farm  operated  by  his  son.  He  built 
a  log  house,  which  in  time  was  replaced  by  a  better 
structure,  and  being  a  skillful  farmer  he  was  pros- 
pered in  his  undertakings.  He  was  a  popular  man 
and  always  held  some  township  office.  He  was 
Supervisor  and  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  years,  and 
in  1884  was  elected  Probate  Judge  on  an  inde- 
pendent ticket.  He  removed  to  Hastings  where  he 
discharged  his  duties  for  four  years  after  which  he 
became  Clerk  of  the  Probate  Court  under  Judge 
Armstrong.  Politically  he  is  an  independent 
Greenbacker,  and  personally  he  is  influential  and 
prominent.  His  wife,  Helen  Osmer,  was  born  in 
Niagara  County,  N.  Y.,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Charles  Osmer,  a  Scotchman  who  lived  in  that 
county  from  his  emigration  to  his  death.  The  sis- 
ter and  brothers  of  our  subject  are  Mrs.  Phebe 
Stevens,  of  Battle  Creek;  Fred  M.,  a  resident  of 
Bellevue;  and  William  J.,  a  barber  in  Battle  Creek. 

Tha  natal  day  of  Edgar  E.  Cole  was  December 
24,  1851,  and  his  birthplace  Le  Roy  Township, 
Calhoun  County.  He  lived  there  until  he  was  five 
years  of  age,  and  passed  the  next  five  years  in 
Bellevue  and  Maple  Grove,  after  which  he  came  to 
his  present  home  with  his  father.  The  property 
was  covered  with  timber,  and  the  lad  was  at  once 
set  to  work,  helping  to  remove  it  and  carry  on  the 
improvements.  While  the  clearing  was  being  done 
he  left  a  few  small  saplings  around  the  site  of  the 
present  dwelling,  telling  his  father  this  was  a  nice 
building  spot  and  adding,  "if  you  do  not  build  here, 
maybe  some  day  I  will  buy  the  forty  acres  and 
build  here  myself.,,  The  saplings  were  left  stand- 
ing, and  when  the  Judge  prepared  to  erect  the 
handsome  brick  house  the  location  was  used.  The 
school  privileges  of  the  lad  were  limited  to  three 
months  each  winter.  He  used  to  haul  wood  to 
Battle  Creek  when  a  boy,  and  was  caught  out  in 
all  kinds  of  weather. 

The  winter  he  was  of  age  young  Cole  went  to 
the  pineries  and  engaged  in  tearning  at  Millt?rook. 


The  next  winter  he  put  in  his  time  threshing 
clover,  and  the  two  following  were  spent  in  the 
north  woods,  teaming  at  Sylvester,  for  which  he 
received  $3  a  day.  He  thought  the  money  well 
earned,  as  the  work  was  hard  and  he  was  busy  early 
and  late.  The  summers  were  spent  on  the  home 
farm  until  he  was  twenty-four  years  old,  when  he 
married  and  set  up  his  home  in  Assyria  Township, 
on  rented  land.  A  year  later  he  removed  to  Penn- 
field  Township,  Calhoun  County,  but  within  a  few 
months  bought  forty  acres  of  wild  land  on  section 
23,  Assyria  Township.  There  he  built  a  comforta- 
ble home  and  improved  seven  acres  in  three  years, 
after  which  he  sold  the  property  and  bought  as 
large  a  tract  of  improved  land  on  section  16.  He 
carried  on  his  work  there  until  1883,  then  took 
charge  of  the  homestead,  which  he  has  continued  to 
operate. 

In  the  township  in  which  he  is  now  living  Mr. 
Cole  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Rosetta 
Stevens,  the  ceremony  taking  place  December  24, 
1875.  The  bride,  who  was  born  near  Rochester, 
N.  Y.,  was  possessed  of  a  lovable  nature  and  was  in 
every  respect  worthy  of  the  esteem  and  friendship 
of  those  who  knew  her.  Her  happy  wedded  life 
was  brought  to  a  close  by  her  death,  February  1, 
1887.  She  left  two  children — Bertha  F.  and  Roy 
W\ — to  cheer  her  husband  in  his  bereavement  and 
brighten  his  lonely  hours  by  their  widening  intel- 
ligence. Mr.  Cole  is  independent  in  politics  and  is 
a  thoughtful  and  law-abiding  citizen.  In  the 
affairs  of  life  he  is  very  energetic  and  his  industry 
is  being  rewarded  by  a  goodly  amount  of  wealth 
which  is  expended  in  home  comforts,  advantages 
to  his  children,  and  the  public-spirited  enterprises 
in  which  he  is  interested. 


F.  HART  is  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of 
Eaton  County,  where  he  has  resided  for 
fifty-one  years.  His  father,  Francis  Hart 
was  born  in  the  lower  provinces  of  Canada 
about  1780.  He  came  to  the  States  when  quite  a 
young  man  and  settled  in  New  York,^  Orleans 
County,  where  his  son,  our  subject  was  born  Jann- 
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ary  15,  1831.  The  family  resided  in  this  county 
until  1839,  when  they  removed  to  Michigan,  loca- 
ting in  Clinton  County,  where  he  took  a  prominent 
part  with  the  early  pioneer  farmers  in  settling  and 
improving  the  county.  Francis  Hart  was  twice 
married  and  lived  a  consistent  Christian  life  ad- 
hering to  the  faith  of  the  Baptist  Church,  in  which 
faith  he  died  a  triumphant  and  happy  death  in 
1862.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was  Irena  Gibbs, 
who  died  in  1845.  She  attended  the  same  church 
as  her  husband.  She  was  the  mother  of  eight  chil- 
dren six  of  whom  are  now  living. 

Mr.  Hart  of  whom  we  write  came  to  the  Wolver- 
ine State  when  a  boy  nine  years  old  and  was  reared 
on  a  farm.  This  home  situated  in  the  uncleared 
country,  possessed  very  few  school  privileges,  so 
that  Mr.  Hart  had  to  pick  up  what  knowledge  he 
did  acquire,  in  the  best  way  that  offered,  and 
through  a  natural  ability  he  acquired  a  sufficient 
amount  of  knowledge  to  enter  upon  a  business 
life.  At  a  very  early  age  he  began  working  on  his 
own  account  in  Clinton  County,  where  he  remained 
until  about  twenty  years  old  working  on  a  farm 
where  he  remained  until  1862,  when  he  removed  to 
Eaton  County,  and  located  in  Roxana  Township. 
Two  years  prior  he  had  purchased  some  land  which 
was  yet  new,  not  a  stick  of  timber  being  cut  on  the 
place.  He  cleared  a  portion,  built  a  log  house  and 
continued  the  work  of  clearing  his  estate. 

Mr.  Hart  was  united  in  marriage,  in  1859,  to 
Miss  Harriet  S.  Bates,  a  native  of  New  York,  born 
June  27,  1841.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hart  are  the  parents 
of  four  children,  namely:  Jennetta,  Minnie,  Aus- 
tin T.,  and  Tinnie  B.  Their  son,  Austin  T.,  at- 
tended Olivet  College  for  two  years,  and  is  now 
engaged  in  the  drug  business  at  Mulliken,  Mich. 
During  his  early  years  Mr.  Hart  was  a  Democrat, 
but  afterward  became  a  Republican,  and  for  the 
past  few  years,  has  identified  himself  with  the  Alli- 
ance movement.  He  served  in  the  office  of  Town- 
ship Treasurer  during  a  period  of  fourteen  years. 
He  was  also  identified  with  the  Grangers.  His  farm 
containing  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  acres  of 
well  improved  land,  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  town- 
ship. The  large,  handsome  house,  surrounded  by 
fine  barns  and  other  out-houses  and  the  flourishing 
condition  of  the  crops,  proves  Mr.  Hart  to   be   an 


efficient  and  capable  farmer.  He  has  kept  abreast 
of  the  times  in  all  ways  and  especially  believed  in 
introducing  improved  breeds  of  stock.  Although 
he  began  his  career  in  life  with  no  means,  yet,  by 
his  enterprising  industry,  he  has  become  one  of  the 
most  successful  farmers  of  Eaton  County. 


*£ 
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^fj?  LFRED  V.  N.  SLINGERLAND  is  a  mem- 
^7    1     ^er  °^  tQe   ^rm  °^  ^ennis  &   Slingerland, 
///  it    publishers  of  the  Hastings  Journal.     It  is 
f|!^  conceded  to  be  one  of  the  most  difficult 

things  known  to  the  business  world  to  establish  a 
local  paper  upon  a  paying  basis.  It  requires  more 
energy,  patience  and  perseverance  to  found  one 
than  to  establish  almost  anj^  other  business.  It  is 
less  remunerative,  more  vexatious  and  requires  the 
expenditure  of  a  greater  amount  of  mental  and 
physical  force  than  almost  any  other  enterprise. 
The  Journal,  so  well  and  ably  aided  in  its  manage- 
ment by  Mr.  Slingerland,  is  one  of  the  numerous 
papers  of  Barry  County,  which  not  only  lays  just 
claims  to  a  liberal  share  of  the  public  patronage, 
but  enjoys  it.  It  is  an  excellent  sheet,  very  read- 
able and  a  credit  to  its  publishers. 

Tn  the  city  of  New  York  our  subject  first  saw 
the  light  in  the  year  1853,  and  is  the  son  of  John 
V.  R.  and  Lydia  A.  (Tinkey)  Slingerland,  natives 
of  New  Jersey.  Mr.  Slingerland's  father  worked 
at  carpentering,  especially  following  stair  building 
during  his  residence  in  the  State  of  New  York. 
He  came  to  Michigan  in  1855,  settling  at  Battle 
Creek,  where  he  afterward  lived  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1870.  The  mother  is  still  a 
resident  of  Battle  Creek.  Mr.  Slingerland  is  of 
Dutch  descent,  the  first  family  coming  to  America 
from  Holland  in  the  sixteenth  century,  settling 
near  Albany,  N.  Y.  Our  subject  is  the  youngest 
of  his  parents'  children.  His  brother  and  sisters 
are  Henry,  Emma  and  Lavina.  The  early  educa- 
tion of  Mr.  Slingerland  was  acquired  at  Battle 
Creek,  at  which  place  he  at  an  early  age  began 
learning  the  trade  of  a  printer,  finishing  the  same 
in  Hastings,  to  which  place  he  removed  in  1870. 
After  remaining  in  this  place  for  five  years  he  re- 
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moved  to  Charlotte,  Eaton  County,  and  was 
employed  as  foreman  of  the  Charlotte  Republican 
for  a  period  of  five  years.  Subsequently  he  re- 
turned to  this  city  and  purchased  an  interest  in 
the  paper  that  he  now  edits.  This  firm  does  a 
large  advertising  business,  employing  four  men  in 
the  work.  During  the  years  1887-88  Mr.  Slinger- 
land  filled  the  office  of  Alderman  of  the  First 
Ward. 

The  marriage  ceremony  was  performed  in  1876 
at  Hastings,  which  united  the  destinies  of  Mr. 
Slingerland  and  Mrs.  Sarah  J.  Herrick.  This 
worthy  and  estimable  couple  are  held  in  high 
esteem  in  the  community  and  are  the  parents  of 
two  lovely  children — Anna  Gertrude  and  Ira  Van. 


* 


-J- 


,HILO  R.  DUNNING,  a  book-keeper  for  the 
Hastings  Furniture  Company,  is  a  gentleman 
residing  in  a  fine,  commodious  residence  in 
the  western  part  of  the  city.  He  was  born 
in  Washtenaw  County,  Mich.,  April  28,  1841.  His 
parents  moved  to  this  State  in  1837  and  settled  at 
Ypsilanti,  Washtenaw  County,  where  his  father 
followed  the  boot  and  shoe  business  during  his  life. 
He  removed  with  his  family  to  Hastings,  Barry 
County,  in  1853  and  purchased  eighty  acres  of 
wild  land  which  is  now  within  the  corporate  limits 
of  Hastings,  where  he  lived  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1883.  His  father  was  a  member  of  the 
order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  held  the  position  of 
Treasurer  of  York  Township,  Ypsilanti  County 
for  three  years.  Mr.  Dunning  was  a  stanch  supporter 
of  the  Democratic  party.  The  mother  is  still  living 
at  Hastings. 

Our  subject  is  the  only  one  living  of  a  family  of 
nine  children  born  to  his  parents.  He  spent  his 
younger  days  on  the  farm  and  in  school,  assisting 
his  father  during  the  summer  and  attending  the 
primitive  school  during  the  winter  seasons.  After 
his  parents  moved  to  Hastings  he  took  advantage 
of  the  schools  of  this  city  to  further  advance  his 
education.  In  1861  he  began  clerking  for  Barlow 
<fe  Goodyear,  remaining  with  them  until  the  fall  of 
1863,  when  his  true,  patriotic  spirit  caused  him  to 


lay  aside  all  business  cares  and  take  up  arms  for 
the  defense  of  the  Union.  He  enlisted  October  23, 
as  musician  in  Company  C,  Eleventh  Michigan 
Cavalry.  He  was  afterwards  transferred  to  Com- 
pany H,  the  same  regiment.  They  went  to  Lex- 
ington, and  as  they  were  mounted  musicians  they 
were  with  Gen.  Stoneman  on  all  his  many  raids. 
He  served  until  the  close  of  the  war,  and  all 
through  those  long  and  eventful  raids  that  his 
regiment  made  his  health  was  greatly  improved, 
owing  to  the  constant  rapid  riding. 

Our  subject  returned  to  Hastings  for  a  visit  and 
fiom  here  went  to  Battle  Creek  and  clerked  in  a 
dry-goods  store  for  fourteen  months.  At  the  end 
of  that  time  he  returned  to  Hastings,  still  continu- 
ing in  the  clerking  business  entering  the  house  of 
W.  K.  Barbee  one  year.  He  then  clerked  in  Saline, 
Washtenaw  County,  for  eighteen  months.  During 
these  years  of  steady  employment  Mr.  Dunning, 
through  care  and  capability  accumulated  enough 
money  to  enable  him  to  visit  friends  in  New  York 
and  Canada.  Returning  from  this  trip  he  stopped 
at  Detroit,  where  for  five  years  on  and  off  he 
clerked  in  a  mercantile  house.  He  then  returned 
to  Hastings  where  he  has  since  lived,  following  the 
mercantile  business.  Our  subject  is  a  man  of 
prominence  in  the  county  and  also  well  and  favor- 
ably known  in  the  business  circles  of  this  city. 
Socially  he  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 
Mr.  Dunning  besides  owning  an  interest  in  the 
landed  property  of  Barry  County,  is  a  stockholder 
in  the  Hastings  Furniture  Company. 


W  EWIS  J.  MIERS.  This  progressive  young 
HI  tfg)  farmer  is  carrying  on  a  large  estate  and  has 
jlLM\  his  hands  full  in  looking  after  its  varied 
interests,  but  seems  to  be  no  more  anxious  and  har- 
assed than  many  with  half  the  work  he  attends  to. 
The  spirit  of  the  later  generations  seems  to  enable 
them  to  push  on  without  showing  over-anxiety, 
and  Mr.  Miers  has  been  well  trained  in  the  voca- 
tion to  which  he  gives  his  attention  and  is  therefore 
well  qualified  to  look  after  extensive  interests.    He 
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is  carrying  on  bis  father's  estate  in  Rutland  Town- 
ship, Barry  County,  and  has  two  hundred  and 
ninety  acres  under  his  charge,  besides  farming  other 
tracts  in  the  neighborhood. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  are  Leo  and  Cather- 
ine (Stickley)  Miers,  natives  respectively  of  Ger- 
many and  Switzerland.  The  father  came  to  America 
when  but  twelve  years  old,  accompanying  his  par- 
ents across  the  ocean  in  1846.  After  his  marriage 
he  settled  in  New  York  but  soon  came  to  this  State, 
and  in  1862  located  where  the  son  now  lives.  His 
first  purchase  was  of  one  hundred  and  ten  acres  on 
section  32,  and  his  property  was  increased  by  in- 
dustrious and  well-directed  efforts.  He  and  his 
wife  now  live  in  Hastings,  enjoying  merited  ease 
and  restful  pleasure.  They  are  members  of  the 
Hastings  Catholic  Church.  Their  familjr  includes 
Lewis,  Josephine,  Libbie,  Edward,  Catherine  and 
Rosa. 

Lewis  Miers  was  born  in  Bedford,  this  State, 
June  2,  1861,  and  was  reared  on  a  farm  with  the 
advantages  of  the  common  schools.  In  these  days 
all  who  desire  can  obtain  a  goodly  amount  of  prac- 
tical knowledge  and  this  has  been  the  case  with  our 
subject.  He  was  married  April  12,  1887,  to  Miss 
Cora  Withey,  daughter  of  Frank  Withey,  and  the 
young  couple  have  two  children — Leo  E.  and  Fran- 
cis. Mrs.  Miers  is  a  well  informed,  capable  and 
pleasant  lady,  and  one  who  understands  the  art  of 
making  a  comfortable  home.  She  and  her  husband 
belong  to  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

WILLIAM  H.  SNYDER,  M.  D.  The  various 
schools  of  medicine  have  their  representa- 
tives in  Hastings,  Barry  County,  so  that 
the  believers  in  the  divers  principles  can  be  satisfied 
in  their  choice  of  doctors.  One  who  worthily  rep- 
resents the  Eclectic  School  of  practice  is  Dr.  Snyder, 
who  is  doing  well  as  physician  and  surgeon,  and 
adding  to  the  reputation  he  had  acquired  before  he 
took  up  his  residence  here.  He  was  born  in  Broome 
County,  N.  Y.,  May  20,  1841,  his  parents  being 
John  A.  and  Fanny  M.  (Palmatier)  Snyder.  They 
also  were  born  in  the  Empire  State,  and  there  the 


father  labored  as  a  farmer  and  lumberman  until 
1863.  He  then  came  to  Barry  County,  Mich.,  and 
gave  his  attention  entirely  to  farming.  Here  his 
wife  was  removed  from  him  by  death  in  1866,  leav- 
ing behind  her  the  memory  of  a  consistent  Chris- 
tian life  and  a  capable  womanhood;  she  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

The  family  of  which  Dr.  W.  H.  Snyder  is  the 
oldest  member,  consists  of  six  living  sons  and  one 
deceased.  Of  this  family  two  besides  our  subject 
are  practicing  physicians,  George  W.  being  located 
at  Sebewa,  Ionia  County,  and  Charles  N.  at  Sun- 
field,  Eaton  County.  The  other  living  members  are 
Frank  M.  and  James  A.,  farmers,  and  John  L., 
who  combines  the  occupations  of  a  farmer  and  a 
preacher.  The  deceased  member  of  the  family  is 
Thomas  J.,  who  breathed  his  last  in  1865,  at  the 
early  age  of  twenty-two  years. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  notice  was  reared 
on  the  home  farm  in  the  Empire  State,  and  received 
a  common-school  education  there.  He  remained 
under  his  parents*  roof  until  he  was  of  age,  and  not 
long  after  began  the  study  of  medicine  with  Dr. 
William  Cory  and  Dr.  R.  S.  Trask,  both  of  Penn- 
sylvania. In  1865  he  came  to  this  State,  and  mak- 
ing a  settlement  in  Barry  Township  and  county, 
gave  his  attention  to  farming  for  six  years.  He 
then  went  to  Newaygo  County,  where  he  formed  a 
partnership  with  his  brother-in-law,  Dr.  Trask,  a 
connection  that  continued  a  year.  Dr.  Snyder  then 
went  to  Howard  City,  Montcalm  County,  which 
was  his  place  of  residence  nine  years,  after  which 
he  spent  one  year  in  Potterville,  Eaton  County.  In 
the  spring  of  1880  he  removed  from  that  place  to 
his  present  residence,  where  he  has  given  his  atten- 
tion with  all  his  former  energy  to  his  professional 
duties. 

On  May  10,  1862,  an  event  of  considerable  im- 
portance to  Dr.  Snyder  took  place,  it  being  the  cele- 
bration of  his  marriage  to  Miss  Minerva  Perhamns. 
This  lady  was  born  in  Springfield,  Bradford  County, 
Pa.,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Peter  and  Polly  Perha- 
mus.  Under  her  care  the  pleasant  dwelling  on  the 
corner  of  Hanover  and  Grant  Streets  presents  a  neat 
and  tasteful  appearance,  and  is  supplied  with  many 
comforts,  while  all  who  cross  its  threshold  are  made 
to  rejoice  by  the  cordiality  and  intelligence  of  the 
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hostess.  To  Doctor  Synder  and  his  good  wife  two 
children  have  come,  of  whom  we  note  the  follow- 
ing: Herbert  H.,  who  is  now  foreman  in  the  Ban- 
ner office  in  Hastings,  won  for  his  wife  Miss  Emma 
Patton;  Effie  A.,  who  was  graduated  from  the  High 
School,  has  spent  some  time  in  teaching,  but  is  now 
engaged  in  the  Banner  office. 

Dr.  Snyder  belongs  to  the  Republican  party,  and 
takes  sufficient  interest  in  politics  to  keep  well-in- 
formed regarding  the  issues  of  the  day,  and  the 
bearing  of  public  events  upon  the  nation.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  &  Surgical  Society 
of  the  State,  and  the  National  Society.  He  is  a 
Mason,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  members  in  good 
standing  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

<SJl  OHN  HALL.  One  of  the  most  thrifty  and 
progressive  citizens  of  Eaton  County  is  the 
gentleman  with  whose  name  this  sketch  is 
introduced.  Farming  has  been  his  life  work 
ancfhe  is  thoroughly  informed  regarding  the  pecul- 
iar qualities  of  soils,  the  best  methods  of  fertilizing, 
and  the  rotation  of  crops  which  will  produce  the 
most  desirable  results.  Having  prospered  in  life 
he  is  able  to  surround  his  family  with  all  the  com- 
forts of  life,  and  has  bestowed  upon  his  children 
excellent  educational  advantages.  Upon  his  estate 
will  be  found  a  complete  line  of  buildings  and  the 
various  improvements  which  might  be  expected  of 
a  man  of  progressive  ideas.  On  another  page  we 
present  a  view  of  his  homestead,  one  of  the  neatest 
in  Brookfield  Township. 

Mr.  Hall  is  a  native  of  Ohio  and  was  born  in 
Pleasant  Township,  Seneca  County,  February  17, 
1826.  His  father,  Isaac  Hall,  came  to  Ohio  when 
his  son  was  only  ten  years  old  and  settled  in  Fair- 
field County.  He  subsequently  removed  to  Seneca 
County  in  the  early  days  and  followed  agricultural 
pursuits.  He  died  about  1882  at  the  ago  of  eighty- 
seven  years.  He  was  twice  married  and  was  the 
father  of  nine  children.  He  was  a  constant  attendant 
of  the  Episcopal  Church.  The  mother,  Catherine 
Slusser,  was  of  German  descent,  born  in  Pennn- 
sylvania.     She  died  in  1828. 


The  subject  of  this  sketch  spent  the  early  days 
of  his  life  on  a  farm  and  is  self-educated,  having 
attended  school  but  two  days  in  his  life.  He  started 
out  for  himself  at  the  age  of  twenty-four  years  and 
worked  by  the  month,  taking  odd  jobs,  and  con- 
tinuing thus  employed  for  some  length  of  time. 
Finally  concluding  to  try  farming  for  himself,  he 
leased  land  and  subsequently  removed  to  Eaton 
County  about  1855,  settling  in  Eaton  Township. 
He  purchased  forty  acres  of  wild  land,  which  he 
proceeded  to  clear  and  cultivate  until  1861  when 
he  removed  to  Brookfield  Township,  where  he 
leased  a  farm  and  worked  upon  the  same  for  three 
years.  At  the  expiration  of  his  lease  he  purchased 
a  piece  of  land  and  improved  the  same. 

During  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  Mr.  Hall  served 
in  Company  C,  Fifteenth  Michigan  Infantry,  en- 
listing  in  1864  and  serving  until  the  close  of  the 
war.  Mr.  Hall  married  Miss  Cornelia  A.  Groves, 
a  native  of  Maryland,  who  died  May  26,  1886, 
in  her  sixtieth  year.  Of  this  union  ten  children 
were  born:  Martha  J.,  deceased;  Sarah  A.,  Mabel 
and  May  (twins  deceased),  Isaac  W.,  John  W., 
George  H.,  deceased;  Catherine,  Lillie  R.  and  Ste- 
phen H.,  deceased.  Our  subject  has  cast  his  vote 
with  various  parties  but  is  at  present  an  adherent 
of  the  Democratic  party.  He  commemorates  his 
war  record  as  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic.  He  began  life  with  no  means  except  an 
ax  on  his  shoulder,  and  with  that  he  proceeded  to 
carve  out  a  fortune  for  himself.  He  has  ably  suc- 
ceeded, as  his  farm  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres 
of  well  improved  land  fully  shows.  Lives  like  his, 
taken  as  models  by  the  youth  of  our  nation  do  much 
to  elevate  the  standard  and  promote  the  welfare 
of  this  glorious  country  of  ours. 
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<0|)OHN  D.  BEMENT.  Eaton  Township  holds 
a  high  place  among  the  agricultural  com- 
munities of  Eaton  County,  and  the  men 
who  conduct  its  farming  interests  are  busy, 
resourceful,  shrewd  and  enterprising  farmers  and 
stock-raisers.  John  D.  Bement  is  a  member  of  this 
class,  and  has  met  with  deserved  success  in  his  vo- 
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cation.  He  was  born  July  23,  1846,  in  Orleans 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  is  a  son  of  the  late  Hcman  D. 
and  Selecta  (Dryer)  Bement.  His  father  was  a  na- 
tive of  Massachusetts  and  his  mother  is  thought  to 
have  been  born  in  the  State  of  New  York.  They 
were  the  parents  of  five  children,  of  whom  three 
are  living:  George  D.,a  resident  of  Victor,  N.  Y. ; 
Helen  L.,  widow  of  Nathan  B.  Allis,  of  Orleans 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  our  subject. 

John  D.  Bement,  of  whom  this  biography  is 
written,  is  the  youngest  son  of  the  family.  When 
he  was  sixteen  years  old  he  accompanied  his  parents 
to  their  new  home  in  Ontario  County,  his  native 
State.  Under  the  influences  of  a  wholesome  farm 
life  he  grew  to  a  vigorous  manhood  and  gained  a 
thorough  understanding  of  agriculture  in  all  its 
branches.  In  the  district  schools  that  he  attended 
during  his  boyhood  he  received  a  fair  education 
which  he  has  since  extended  by  reading  and  intelli- 
gent observation.  His  natural  tastes  led  him  to 
adopt  farming  for  his  life-work  when  lie  began  his 
independent  career,  and  he  has  done  well  in  his 
chosen  avocation. 

After  his  marriage  our  subject  decided  to  locate 
in    Michigan.     For   a  time  after  his  arrival  in  this 
State   he    made    his   headquarters  at  Battle  Creek, 
while  he  looked  around  the  country  in  search  of  a 
location  that  suited  him    in  all    respects.     In  the 
spring  of  1872  he  came  to  Eaton  County  and  chose 
a  tract  of  land  in  Chester  Township.     He   settled 
upon  it  and  partly  improved  a  farm,  upon  which  he 
dwelt  until  the  spring  of  1882,  when  he  had  a    fine 
opportunity  to  buy  his  present  farm,  and  availing 
himself  of  it  he  was  soon  settled  in  his  new  abode, 
and    has  ever  since    been  a  resident  of  this  place. 
His  estate  is  very  pleasantly  located  on  section  20, 
Eaton  Township,  and  is  considered  one  of  the  best 
stock  farms  in  the  county,  Mr.    Bement  devoting 
much  of  it  to  stock-raising  purposes.     He    raises 
Short-horn  cattle,  fine  Hambletonian    horses,  and 
American  Merino,  fine  wool  sheep.     His  stock  com- 
pares well  with  any  in  the  vicinity  and  commands 
good  prices  in  the  markets.     His  farm  comprises 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  finely  tilled  land, 
amply  provided  with  improvements  of  a  substan- 
tial order.     With  its  principal  buildings  it  is  repre- 
sented by  a  view  on  another  page. 


Mr.  Bement  h?s  not  been  without  the  assistance 
of  a  capable  wife  in  his  work.  December  21,  1871, 
he  was  wedded  to  Miss  Anna  Stubbs,  a  native  of 
the  State  of  New  York,  born  in  Ontario  County 
February  1,  1842.  Mrs.  Bement's  parents  were 
John  and  Hannah  (Hewson)  Stubbs,  who  were  na- 
tives of  England.  After  they  came  to  this  coun- 
try they  settled  in  the  State  of  New  York,  and 
passed  their  remaining  days  in  Ontario  County. 
The  father  died  February  16,  1864,  and  the  mother 
departed  this  life  February  1,  1879.  They  were 
the  parents  of  four  children,  as  follows:  George,  a 
resident  of  Ontario  County;  Mrs.  Bement;  William 
and  Charles  are  deceased. 

Our  subject  has  always  conducted  himself  with 
a  due  regard  for  the  rights  of  others  in  his  trans- 
actions with  his  neighbors  and  fellow-citizens 
in  general,  and  is  therefore  considered  perfectly 
worthy  of  the  utmost  trust  and  esteem.  His  place 
is  among  our  best  citizens  who,  in  looking  after 
their  own  affairs,  have  not  been  unmindful  of  the 
interests  of  their  township.  Politically,  he  is  a 
Democrat.  Though  he  is  not  a  member  of  any  re- 
ligious denomination,  he  contributes  generously 
toward  the  support  of  the  Gospel.  He  has  fre- 
quently been  solicited  to  accept  some  local  office, 
but  always  declined  such  honors,  preferring  the 
comfort  and  happiness  of  his  fireside  to  the  confu- 
sion and  disquietude  of  official  life. 


<V 


■*3*&W£5<S^ 


5^\  E.  PHILLIPS.  It  is  with  pleasure  we 
present  this  sketch  of  one  of  the  influential 
and  substantial  men  of  Hastings  City, 
Barry  County.  As  a  member  of  a  promi- 
nent class  of  merchants  he  lias  won  respect  and  is 
universally  conceded  to  be  one  of  the  leading  mer- 
chants of  the  town.  He  was  born  in  Lima,  Ontario 
County,  N.  Y.,  April  11,  1843,  and  is  a  son  of 
Calvin  and  Louisa  (Andrews)  Phillips,  natives 
respectively  of  Vermont  and  Massachusetts.  His 
parents  were  married  in  the  State  of  New  Yo»k,  his 
father  following  the  trade  of  a  carpenter,  coming 
to  Michigan  in  the  year  1846  and  settling  in  Kent 
County,  purchasing  land  in  the  township  of  Grat- 
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ten,  where  for  three  years  he  engaged  in  farming. 
He  then  rented  his  farm  and  returned  to  the  State 
of  New  York  and  engaged  in  his  former  trade,  liv- 
ing there  until  his  death  which  occurred  in  1851, 
the  mother  passing  away  the  same  year.  This 
worthy  couple  were  the  parents  of  four  children, 
three  now  living — Philo  D.,  Lewis  P.  and  our 
subject.  The  two  former  are  engaged  in  extensive 
farming  in  Michigan. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  but  a  com- 
mon-school education,  beginning  his  life  work 
when  only  sixteen  years  old,  working  on  a  farm 
for  two  months.  He  then  took  a  job  of  grubbing, 
making  good  wages  at  this  work.  He  afterward 
worked  for  D.  A.  Blodgett  in  the  lumber  yards  in 
Northern  Michigan  where  he  staid  four  months. 
For  seven  months  following  this  time  he  hired  out 
on  a  farm  in  Kent  County,  Mich. 

Mr.  Phillips  enlisted  in  1861  in  the  First  Inde- 
pendent Company  of  Sharpshooters,  and  attached 
to  the  Sixteenth  Michigan  Infantry.  The  regiment 
went  to  Hall  Hill,  Va.,  and  staid  there  during  the 
winter.  From  there  they  marched  to  Fortress 
Monroe  and  on  to  Big  Bethel,  Ya.,  where  they  en- 
tered into  an  engagement  with  the  rebels.  After- 
ward they  proceeded  to  the  site  of  Yorktown,  and 
from  there  to  White  House  Landing  and  on 
through  to  Gaines  Mills,  Ya.  The  regiment  re 
mained  at  this  place  for  some  time.  The  25th  of 
June,  1862,  the  regiment  took  part  in  an  engage- 
ment at  Mechanicsville,  in  what  is  known  as  the 
seven  days  fight,  and  were  driven  by  the  rebels  to 
Harrison  Landing,  where  they  remained  until  Sep- 
tember 1.  They  afterward  marched  and  em- 
barked on  a  steamer  which  proceeded  to  Aqua 
Creek,  and  was  in  the  second  battle  at  Bull  Run. 
After  all  these  marches  and  engagements  the  regi- 
ment countermarched,  returning  to  Hall  Hill  and 
from  there  to  Maryland,  where  they  engaged  in  the 
bloody  battle  of  Antietam.  Mr.  Phillips  was  here 
taken  sick  and  placed  in  a  hospital  at  Baltimore, 
Md.,  where  he  remained  six  months.  He  was  then 
transferred  into  the  Yeteran  Reserve  Corps  and  did 
guard  duty  during  the  rest  of  the  service.  After 
serving  four  years  and  seven  days  he  was  hon- 
orably discharged. 

After  the  close  of  the  war  he  returned  to  Kent 


County,  Mich.,  and  purchased  eighty  acres  of  wild 
land,  improving  the  same,  which  he  afterward  sold, 
and  purchased  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  eleven 
acres  from  his  father-in-law.  After  farming  one 
year  he  sold  and  removed  to  Barry  County,  in 
1873,  where  he  purchased  a  farm  of  eighty  acres 
in  Hastings  Township  and  lived  on  the  same  eleven 
years.  Subsequently  he  removed  to  Hastings  City, 
purchasing  a  meat  market  and  running  it  for  about 
three  years.  In  1888  he  traded  his  farm  for  his 
present  business.  Mr.  Phillips  has  a  large  trade, 
employing  three  clerks  in  the  establishment. 

The  lady  who  presides  over  the  home  of  our 
subject,  a  fine  residence  on  Thorn  Street,  became 
his  wife  in  1867.  She  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Isabel  Fullington  and  was  a  resident  of  Kent 
County,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Ebenezer  and  Mary 
(Scott)  Fullington.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Phillips 
have  been  born  two  children — Clarence  S.  and 
Ella. 

Mr.  Phillips  is  unusually  well  informed  and  his 
public-spirit  and  enterprise  correspond  with  his 
intelligence.  He  is  a  member  of  the  City  School 
Board  and  labors  earnestly  to  promote  the  cause  of 
education.  Politically  he  is  a  Republican,  stanch 
and  true,  and  has  always  served  the  best  interests  of 
his  party.  Socially  he  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
Oijder,  Knights  of  Pythias  and  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic.  His  social  qualities  are  such  as  to 
render  him  very  popular  and  his  future  promises 
to  be  very  useful. 


>*&»!•>■  ~ 


^  LINTON  HOCKENBERRY.  It  is  univer- 
(■(  sally  conceded  that  our  happiness  and  well- 

^^^/  being  as  individuals  depends  necessarily  to 
a  large  extent  upon  our  own  efforts,  upon  our  own 
self-culture,  self-discipline  and  self-denial,  and 
above  all  upon  that  honest  and  conscientious  per- 
formance of  individual  duty  which  is  the  true 
strength  of  manly  character.  Notwithstanding  the 
limited  advantages  afforded  him  in  youth  Mr. 
Hockenberry  has  become  the  owner  of  a  fine  farm 
of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres,  pleasantly  located 
on  sections  11  and  12,  Walton  Township,  and  is 
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ranked  among  the  enterprising  agriculturists  of 
Eaton  County.  The  schools  of  his  boyhood  were 
few,  and  his  attendance  in  these  irregular,  but  he 
gradually  acquired  the  best  of  all  educations,  that 
which  a  man  gives  himself  while  engaged  in  the 
ordinary  pursuits  of  life. 

Mr.  Hockenberry  is  a  charter  member  and  Trus- 
tee of  the  Patrons'  Mutual  Benefit  Association  of 
the  State  of  Michigan,  and  was  one  of  the  prime 
movers  in  its  organization  in  the  county,  serving  as 
County  Contractor  for  the  same.  He  is  now  Jus^ 
tice  of  the  Peace,  having  been  elected  in  1890  on 
the  Industrial  ticket.  A  genial,  industrious  farmer, 
his  reputation  is  of  the  best  where  known,  and  his 
worth  as  a  solid  business  man  is  everywhere  ac- 
knowledged. 

The  history  of  the  Hockenberry  family  is  given 
in  the  sketch  of  Peter  Hockenberry,  of  Charlotte, 
which  may  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  Our 
subject  is  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  and  was  born  in 
Essex  County,  March  1,  1841.  His  father,  Peter 
Hockenberry,  is  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Eaton 
County,  coming  from  Orleans  County,  N.  Y.,  in 
1846,  and  locating  in  Walton  Township,  where  he 
developed  a  good  farm  from  the  unimproved  soil. 
His  mother  was  known  in  her  maiden  days  as  Ruth 
Wickham,  and  was  born  in  New  Jersey  in  October, 
1798.  To  her  and  her  husband  were  born  two 
children,  of  whom  our  subject  was  the  youngest. 
He  had  an  extensive  pioneer  experience  in  this 
county,  with  the  progress  of  which  he  has  been  so 
closely  identified  that  to  give  the  history  of  the 
county,  and  its  development  from  the  primeval 
wilderness,  is  only  to  state  in  general  terms  his 
own  gradual  accumulation  of  a  competency  for 
his  declining  years  through  the  annual  harvests 
of  golden  grain. 

The  education  of  Mr.  Hockenberry  was  limited 
to  the  log  schoolhouses  of  that  early  day,  and  the 
most  of  his  time  was  passed  on  the  farm,  assisting 
his  father  in  tilling  the  soil.  On  November  23, 
1862,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary 
Hewey,  the  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Nancy  (Bell) 
Ilewey,  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  residents  of 
Eaton  Township.  The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hockenberry  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  two 
children,  Jay  and  Emma.     Jay,  who  is  a  farmer  in 


Walton  Township,  married  Miss  Belle  Scott,  and 
they  have  one  child,  Hazel;  Emma  became  the  wife 
of  E.  B.  Scott,  a  resident  of  Walton  Township,  and 
of  their  union  one  child  was  born,  Carroll.  Wher-  ( 
ever  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hockenberry  go,  their  many 
noble  attributes  of  character  are  recognized  and 
valued,  and  the  spirit  of  philanthropy  which  gov- 
erns all  their  actions  wins  for  them  friends  among 
not  only  the  rich  but  the  poor  and  unfortunate. 


OHN  FULLER.  This  gentleman  was  for- 
merly a  resident  of  Barry  County  and  his 
son  is  now  a  property  owner  here.  Mr.  Ful- 

W  ler  was  born  in  Carrollton,  Orleans  County, 
N7Y.,  May  22,  1817,  and  was  a  son  of  Stephen 
and  Jerusha  (Bishop)  Fuller.  His  father  accom- 
panied by  three  brothers  had  come  to  the  county 
from  Long  Island  long  before  the  founding  of  the 
city  of  Rochester  and  has  borne  a  part  in  the  devel- 
opment of  that  section.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

The  son,  our  subject,  came  to  Allegan  County, 
Mich.,  in  1841  and  three  years  later  removed  to 
Carrollton,  Barry  County.  Here  he  bought  eighty 
acres  of  land  upon  which  he  continued  the  work  in 
which  he  had  formerly  been  engaged,  exposed  to 
all  the  hardships  incidental  to  life  in  a  new  coun- 
try. His  health  was  impaired  so  that  in  1849  he 
returned  to  his  native  State,  but  the  change  did 
not  prove  effectual  and  on  November  10,  of  that 
year  he  breathed  his  last.  He  had  filled  the  var- 
ious township  offices  and  was  in  every  respect  a 
progressive  and  enterprising  citizen. 

Mr.  Fuller  left  a  widow  and  two  sons — Reuben 
A.,  and  Newman  A.  The  elder  son  was  educated 
at  Ann  Arbor  and  is  now  a  prominent  physician  at 
P^lkader,  Iowa.  The  second  son  received  a  com- 
mon-school education  and  worked  on  the  farm 
until  1877  when  he  started  to  seek  his  fortune  in 
the  West.  Reaching  California  he  was  for  some 
time  employed  on  a  boat  between  San  Francisco 
and  Sacramento.  In  1879  he  went  to  Alaska, 
where  he  became  Superintendent  of  the  Tredvilie 
Gold  Mines,  which  position   he  finally  resigned  in 
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1888.  While  there  he  made  some  investments  in 
mining  claims  and  stock,  among  them  being  a  fifth 
interest  in  Bear's  Mine,  which  sold  for  $2,500,000. 
This  and  other  interests  ran  up  into  the  millions 
and  Mr.  Fuller  is  now  very  wealthy.  He  is  inter- 
ested in  the  Merchant's  National  Bank  in  Chatta- 
noga,  Tenn.,  and  the  Nashville  Bank  at  Nashville, 
Mich.,  and  in  the  furniture  and  whip  factories  in 
Hastings,  this  State.  Notwithstanding  his  great 
wealth  Mr.  Fuller  is  an  unonstentatious  man,  whose 
practical  common-sense  and  plain  everyday  ways 
makes  him  a  general  favorite. 

The  wife  of  John  Fuller  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Eliza  Jane  Barnes  and  their  marriage  rites  were 
solemnized  October  19,  1841.  The  bride  was  born 
in  Landsdown,  County  Leeds,  Canada,  May  22, 
1818.  Her  parents,  John  and  Melissa  (Parish) 
Barnes,  were  natives  of  Vermont.  They  established 
their  home  in  Orleans  County,  N.  Y.,  about  1826, 
and  after  living  thereuntil  1842  Mr.  Barnes  came 
to  this  State.  He  settled  in  Otsego,  Allegan 
County,  made  that  his  home  ten  years,  then  went 
to  Hastings  and  thence  to  Maple  Grove,  where  he 
died  July  27,  1855,  after  a  residence  of  four  years. 
He  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade.  He  was  twice 
married,  his  first  wife  dying  in  New  York.  She 
was  the  mother  of  seven  children,  of  whom  those 
reared  to  maturity  were  Milton  A.,  William  A., 
George,  Loretta  M.,  Sarah  S.  and  Martha  A.  The 
second  wife  of  Mr.  Barnes  was  Mrs.  Cynthia  Fos- 
ter, nee  Odell,  to  whom  one  child  was  born,  a  son 
Chauncy  A. 

The  widow  of  John  Fuller  contracted  a  second 
matrimonial  alliance  March  30,  1851,  giving  her 
hand  to  Peter  Cobb,  a  native  of  Canada  and  a  pio- 
neer of  Washtenaw  County,  this  State.  In  July, 
1842,  he  came  from  Hillsdale  to  Irving  and  settled 
on  eighty  acres  of  land  which  he  placed  under  im- 
provement. At  the  date  of  his  arrival  there  were 
but  seven  voters  in  both  Rutland  and  Irving  Town- 
ships. Mr.  Cobb  became  one  of  the  leading  citi- 
zens of  Barry  County,  active  in  political  and 
religious  work  and  in  all  matters  that  would  tend 
to  the  prosperity  of  the  section.  For  thirty  years 
he  was  Postmaster  and  during  the  greater  part  of 
his  life  he  held  some  township  office.  He  was  Su- 
pervisor and  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  Irving  Town- 


ship. He  held  membership  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  and  was  greatly  beloved  by  the 
associate  members  and  others  with  whom  he  came 
in  contact;  he  died  March  9,  1884. 

Mr.  Cobb  was  first  married  to  Hannah  Moyer, 
who  bore  him  four  children,  named  respectively: 
Sidney  D.,  Clarinda  A.,  Arminda  J.  and  Marj'  S. 
Sidney  enlisted  in  the  Eighth  Michigan  Infantry 
and  was  killed  on  James  Island,  S.  C,  June  14, 
1862.  The  present  Mrs.  Cobb  bore  him  two  chil- 
dren— Ira  N.,  now  a  resident  of  Greenville,  111., 
and  Mary  E.,  wife  of  Milton  Coulter.  Mrs.  Cobb 
occupies  the  Cobb  homestead  of  one  hundred  and 
eighty-eight  acres  which  falls  to  her  son  Newman, 
he  having  bought  out  the  other  heirs  and  beauti- 
fied and  remodeled  the  house  for  his  mother's  com- 
fort. 


ENRY  BROWN  is  the  oldest  settler  of 
Orangeville  Township,  Barry  County.  He 
is  now  engaged  in  farming  on  section  32, 
where  he  has  long  made  his  home.  This 
work  would  be  incomplete  without  a  sketch  of  so 
prominent  a  man  and  we  feel  assured  that  it  will  be 
received  with  interest  by  man}r  of  our  readers. 
Mr.  Brown  was  born  in  Hampton  County,  Mass., 
April  20,  1813,  and  is  the  only  survivor  in  a  family 
of  five  children,  whose  parents  were  Calvin  and 
Oril  (Lyon)  Brown.  They  were  also  natives  of 
Massachusetts,  and  from  the  Bay  State  removed  to 
Connecticut  and  from  there  to  New  York.  It 
was  in  1830  that  Calvin  Brown  left  the  East  and 
came  to  Michigan.  A  short  time  later  he  was 
joined  by  his  son  George.  George  settled  on  a 
farm  in  Orangeville  Township,  Barry  County,  in 
1835,  having  purchased  a  large  tract  of  land,  and 
subsequently  his  father  took  up  his  residence  upon 
a  farm  adjoining — the  present  home  of  our  sub- 
ject.    His  death  there  occurred  in  1856. 

Henry  Brown  received  a  very  limited  education 
in  the  district  schools.  After  attaining  to  mature 
years  he  resolved  to  try  his  fortune  in  the  West, 
and  coming  to  Michigan  cast  his  lot  with  the  early 
settlers  of  Barry  County.  He  located  upon  the 
farm  which  he  still  owns  and   which  his   brother 
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George  bad  purchased  from  the  Government. 
The  journey  to  this  State  was  made  by  water  from 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  to  Toledo,  Ohio,  and  thence  by 
private  conveyance.  At  that  time  there  was  no 
railroad  nearer  than  Ypsilanti  and  the  family 
lived  in  true  pioneer  style.  The  greater  part  of 
the  week  was  consumed  in  making  a  trip  to  mill  at 
Otsego  and  it  was  not  less  easy  to  obtain  provisions 
as  the  nearest  markets  were  miles  distant.  How- 
ever, all  kinds  of  wild  game  was  plentiful  and  with 
the  rifle  one  could  thus  easily  obtain  a  meal.  The 
greater  part  of  the  land  was  still  in  its  primitive 
condition  and  had  to  be  cleared  before  any  plough- 
ing could  be  done.  Mr.  Brown  cleared  and  devel- 
oped his  own  farm  and  by  additional  purchase,  as 
his  financial  resources  were  increased,  extended  the 
boundaries  of  his  land.  He  became  owner  of  a 
considerable  amount  of  real  estate  and  other  prop- 
erty and  is  now  numbered  among  the  well- to-do 
citizens  of  the  community.  He  has  laid  aside 
business  cares,  spending  his  declining  years  in 
retirement  from  all  labor,  and  the  fruit  of  his 
former  toil  is  amply  sufficient  to  supply  all  his 
wants  and  provide  him  with  many  luxuries. 

About  1840,  Mr.  Brown  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Rebecca  Flynn,  and  unto  them  were  born 
eight  children,  all  of  whom  are  yet  living:  The 
eldest,  Edgar,  married  Miss  Nettie  Phetterplace, 
daughter  of  Capt.  Phetterplace.  Fred  H.,  who  is 
unmarried,  resides  in  Sault  Ste.  Marie;  Frank  mar- 
ried Miss  Belle  Watson  and  is  living  in  Orange- 
ville  Township;  Cora  is  the  wife  of  W.  I.  Ford,  a 
resident  farmer  of  Barry  Township;  Walter,  who 
wedded  Miss  Edith  Terpening  and  makes  his  home 
with  his  father,  is  the  present  Supervisor  of 
Orangeville  Township,  and  is  one  of  the  leading- 
young  citizens  of  the  community  who  enjoys  the 
confidence  and  esteem  of  all  who  know  him; 
Herbert  is  still  at  home;  Nettie  is  the  wife  of  Jesse 
Johnson  of  Orangeville  Township,  who  is  now 
engaged  in  teaching  school  in  Orangeville  Center; 
and  Charlie  completes  the  family. 

In  religious  belief  Mr.  Brown  is  a  Universalist 
and  in  political  sentiment  is  a  stalwart  supporter 
of  the  Republican  party.  He  has  served  as  a  dele- 
gate to  a  number  of  the  county  conventions,  has 
been  Supervisor  of  the  township  for  several  terms, 


and  has  also  filled  the  office  of  Township  Clerk  for 
a  number  of  years.  Mr.  Brown  has  done  not  a 
little  for  the  upbuilding  and  advancement  of  the 
county's  interests,  has  given  his  support  to  those 
enterprises  which  are  calculated  to  promote  the 
general  welfare  and  is  an  honored  citizen  of  the 
community,  who  is  esteemed  alike  by  young  and 
old,  rich  and  poor. 

LBERT  E.  DICKERMAN.  This  well- 
known  name  is  borne  by  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent and  General  Manager  of  the  Hastings 
Furniture  Company,  which  carries  on  one 
of  the  chief  manufacturing  establishments  in  the 
city.  The  company  was  organized  by  Mr.  Dicker- 
man  and  under  his  control  its  affairs  are  flourishing 
and  its  reputation  is  rapidly  spreading.  Although 
the  establishment  was  opened  at  so  recent  a  date  as 
1889,  its  products  are  already  finding  a  market  in 
all  the  States  of  the  Union  east  and  south  of  Ne- 
braska and  Kansas.  The  company  occupies  two 
buildings,  one  48x170  feet  and  the  other  56x164 
feet  and  two  stories  high;  the  one  is  used  for  the 
machinery  and  the  other  for  office  room  and  pack- 
ing and  finishing  departments. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Jasper  H.  and 
Eunice  (Stewart)  Dickerman,  natives  of  Connecti- 
cut and  New  York  respectively,  who  became  pio- 
neers of  Delaware  County,  Ohio.  There  the  father 
was  engaged  in  farming  until  his  life  ceased,  in 
1858.  The  widowed  mother  is  now  living  in  Chi- 
cago. Mr.  Dickerman  held  most  of  the  county 
offices  and  was  a  well  respected  and  influential  citi- 
zen. His  family  consisted  of  six  children,  five  of 
whom  are  now  living.  Besides  our  subject  these 
are  Harry  J.,  a  commercial  traveler  whose  home  is 
at  Benton  Harbor,  this  State;  Fletcher  W.,  Presi- 
dent of  the  American  Desk  and  Seating  Company 
of  Chicago;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  A.  L.  Bobo  of 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.;  Louisa  M.,  wife  of  William  M. 
Davies,  a  contractor  and  builder  in  Topeka,  Kan. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  Albert  E.  Dicker- 
man  were  Benoni  and  Louisa  Dickerman,  who  were 
born  in  Connecticut  and  wh«   lived  upon  a  farm 
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where  agriculture  was  carried  on  quite  largely. 
Mr.  Dickerman  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812. 
The  maternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were 
Ezra  and  Caroline  Stewart,  both  of  whom  were 
born  in  the  Empire  State.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that 
he  of  whom  we  write  comes  honestly  by  the  thrift 
and  frugal  enterprise  that  have  been  potent  factors 
in  his  commercial  success. 

In  Delaware  County,  Ohio,  in  the  year  1849, 
Albert  E.  Dickerman  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light 
of  day.  He  lived  on  the  home  farm  until  he  was 
nine  years  old,  when  the  family  removed  to  Colum- 
bus where  he  attended  the  public  school  until  he 
was  seventeen.  He  then  entered  a  store  and  spent 
one  year  in  discharging  the  duties  of  a  clerk.  At 
the  expiration  of  that  time  he  went  on  the  road 
for  a  New  York  house  and  for  three  years  did  what 
he  could  to  increase  the  sales  of  the  establishment 
he  represented.  The  ensuing  eight  years  were  spent 
by  him  as  commercial  traveler  for  a  dry-goods  firm 
of  Cleveland,  Ohio.  Then  coming  to  Chicago,  111., 
he  became  a  stockholder  in  the  Commercial  Furni- 
ture Company  and  a  traveling  salesman  therefor. 

In  1887  Mr.  Dickerman  sold  out  his  interests  in 
Chicago  and  went  to  Sheboygan,  Wis.,  where  he 
was  Assistant  Manager  for  the  Frost  &  Veneer  Seat- 
ing Company  about  one  year.  This  was  followed  by 
a  removal  to  Gobleville,  this  State,  where  he  had 
charge  of  a  furniture  manufactory  three  months, 
when  the  establishment  was  burned  to  the  ground. 
After  this  catastrophe  Mr.  Dickerman  came  to 
Hastings  and  organized  the  company  before -men- 
tioned, of  which  the  officers  are,  Archie  McCoy, 
President;  A.  E.  Dickerman,  Vice-President  and 
General  Manager;  William  H.  Powers,  Secretai*3T; 
M.  L.  Cook,  Treasurer;  Edward  DeGroot,  Superin- 
tendent. The  buildings  erected  by  the  company 
cost  $35,000  and  are  located  in  the  western  part  of 
the  city  on  the  Michigan  Central  Railroad.  The 
company  furnishes  employment  for  one  hundred 
and  nine  people  and  thus  adds  considerably  to  the 
business  prosperity  of  the  place  by  increasing  the 
amount  of  the  circulating  medium  that  is  spent 
here. 

Realizing  the  value  of  a  happy  home  life  Mr. 
Dickerman  wooed  for  his  helpmate  and  companion 
Miss  Kate  L.  Marshall  of  Ohio,  daughter  of  Frank 


and  Mary  A.  Marshall,  who  became  his  wife  Janu- 
ary 4,  1871.  She  understands  well  the  art  of  mak- 
ing her  home  attractive  and  has  made  many  friends 
at  her  present  home  as  she  did  in  the  old.  Mr. 
Dickerman  in  exercising  the  right  of  suffrage  uses 
a  Republican  ticket.  Of  the  social  orders  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  has  a 
prominent  place  among  the  business  men  of  the  city 
and  is  known  to  be  honorable  in  his  dealings,  and 
considerate  in  his  relations  with  his  employes  while 
requiring  from  them  good  workmanship. 


ffi  AMES  P.  KIKENDALL.  All  praise  is  due 
to  the  noble  pioneers  who  left  their  com- 
fortable homes  in  the  East,  and  coming  to 
the  West  in  the  early  days,  endured  all  the 
trials  and  difficulties  of  frontier  life.  When  the 
subject  of  this  biographical  sketch  came  to  Eaton 
County,  the  country  was  in  a  wild  state,  and  the 
most  far-sighted  dreamed  not  of  the  changes  that 
were  to  take  place  within  fifty  }^ears.  The  home 
of  his  parents  was  one  at  which  travelers  received 
hearty  welcome  and  genuine  hospitality  was  mani- 
fested to  all  who  passed  that  way.  Under  their 
guidance  he  bore  a  part  in  the  progressive  work 
that  was  going  on,  and  thoroughly  equipped  him- 
self for  a  position  among  the  prominent  and  enter- 
prising farmers  of  Hamlin  Township,  where  beau- 
tiful farms  have  taken  the  place  of  the  once  wild 
prairie  and  forest. 

In  Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  October  2,  1829,  Mr. 
Kikendall  was  born,  and  there  he  began  his  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools.  He  continued  his 
studies  in  a  log  cabin  16x20  feet,  with  a  stick  and 
clay  chimney,  puncheon  floor,  and  furniture  of  the 
most  primitive  description,  after  his  parents  came 
to  Eaton  County.  He  remained  a  member  of  the 
parental  household  until  he  had  attained  to  his  ma- 
jority, when  he  began  working  by  the  month,  cut- 
ting cord  wood  or  doing  any  other  work  he  could 
obtain.  When  of  age  he  pre-empted  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  land,  paying  for  it  with  a  sol- 
dier's warrant,  and  this  tract  is  now  one  of  the  finest 
farms  in  Hamlin  Township.     Inheriting  a  vigorous 
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body  and  sturdy  traits  of  character,  Mr.  Kikendail 
has  displayed  much  energy  in  the  affairs  of  life, 
and  whatever  he  has  undertaken  has  been  entered 
into  with  right  good  will. 

The  antecedents  of  the  Kikendail  family  were  to 
be  found  in  Holland,  and  when  members  came  to 
America,  New  Jersey  was  selected  as  their  place  of 
residence.  The  great-grandfather  of  our  subject 
and  two  sons  fought  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  and 
the  grandfather  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812. 
The  latter,  Cornelius  Kikendail,  married  Margaret 
Sleppy,  and  settled  in  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  where 
the  following  children  were  born:  John,  Eliza  E., 
Joseph  and  Sally.  The  soldierly  record  of  the  fam- 
ily was  kept  up  by  Joseph,  who  fought  for  the 
Union  during  the  Civil  War. 

The  parents  of  James  P.  Kikendail  were  John 
Kikendail,  born  in  1806,   and    Hannah    (Whipple) 
Kikendail,   born    in    1807.     They  were  united  in 
marriage  in  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  but  established 
their  home  in   Steuben  County,  whence   they   re- 
moved to  Warren  County,  Pa.,  in   1830.     At  that 
time  shingles  were  made  by  hand,  and  during  the 
winters   Mr.   Kikendail   would  split  and  shave  out 
shingles  and  lath,  and  in  the  spring  float  them  down 
to  Pittsburg,  where  he  found  a  ready   market.      In 
the  fall  of  1837,he  removed  back  to  Wayne  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  in  the  spring  of   1838  came   West,  and 
for  a  score  of  years  lived   in  Eaton  County.     His 
home  was  on  section  29,  Hamlin  Township,  until 
1867,  when  he  removed  to  Au  Sable,  at  which  place 
he  died  in  September,  1886.     His  widow  departed 
this  life  in  April,  1890.     They  were  a  highly  re- 
spected couple,  and  well  deserved  the  good  will  of 
their  associates.     Mr.  Kikendail  helped  to  lay  out 
many  of  the  highways  of  Eaton  County,  and  held 
various   local  offices  here.     He  was  a  stanch  sup- 
porter of  Democratic  policy,  and  an  ardent  admirer 
of  Andrew  Jackson.    To  him  and  his  wife  six  chil- 
dren came,  who  were  named  respectively,  William 
P.,  James  P.,  Rebecca,  Charles  M.,  John  S.  and 
Margaret  J.,  Charles  M.  and  John  S.  served  their 
country  in  the  Union  army  during  the  Civil  War. 
The  marriage  of  the  subject  of  this  notice,  and 
Miss  Jerusha  Lord,  was  solemnized  at  the  bride's 
home  in  Jackson  County,  in  1859.     She  was  born 
in  Orange  County,  Vt.,  December  5, 1830,  and  is  a 


daughter  of  Richard  and  Polly  Lord,  who  settled 
in  Jackson  County  in  1837.  The  sons  and  daugh- 
ters of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kikendail  are  four  in  number, 
viz:  Richard  M.,  who  married  Lavina  Schultz, 
and  lives  in  Eaton  County;  Charles  A.,  who  was 
married  to  Bertha  Benson  in  the  spring  of  1889, 
and  his  wife  died  on  the  12th  of  May,  1890; 
George  J.,  merchant  and  station  agent  at  Charles- 
worth,  is  married,  his  wife  being  Laura  Stowell; 
and  Laura  L.,  who  still  brightens  the  parental 
home  by  her  presence  there. 

Mr.  Kikendail  is  a  true-blue  Republican,  and  has 
affiliated  with  the  party  since  its  organization.  He 
has  served  acceptably  as  Drainage  Commissioner, 
and  is  willing  to  do  what  he  can  to  advance  the 
interests  of  the  community,  although  he  prefers  pri- 
vate to  public  life.  He  is  a  peaceful  and  law-abid- 
ing citizen,  and  like  his  father  before  him,  is  well 
regarded  by  his  fellow-men. 


~l  *  ggg^g-fr-H- 


LBERT  G.  KENT,  one  of  the  substantial 
farmers  of  Barry  County,  occupies  a  fine 
farm  in  Assyria  Township.  The  estate 
consists  of  one  hundred  and  forty-seven 
and  a  half  acres  on  sections  9  and  10,  which  is 
watered  by  Spring  Brook  and  is  pleasantly  located, 
while  the  soil  is  excellent  and  the  surface  favorable 
to  cultivation.  A  good  farm  house,  large  and  nu- 
merous outbuildings,  including  a  windmill  and 
tank,  substantial  fences,  and  fruit  and  shade  trees, 
make  up  the  sum  of  the  fittings  of  a  thoroughly 
well-regulated  estate.  Thorough- bred  Short-horn 
and  Durham  cattle  and  sheep  of  high  grade  are 
raised  here  and  the  usual  farm  crops  cultivated. 
The  flock  of  sheep  includes  one  hundred  head  and 
is  one  of  the  most  valuable  in  this  vicinity.  In 
carrying  on  his  farm  Mr.  Kent  is  practical  and  pro- 
gressive and  he  makes  a  success  of  the  work  in 
which  some  men  do  but  little. 

Cephas  Kent,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Vermont  and  was  a  farmer.  He  went  to 
New  York  when  his  son  Ahira  was  a  boy  and  lo- 
cated at  Hannibal,  Oswego  County,  where  he 
cleared  and   improved  Qm  hundred    an$  twenty 
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acres  of  land.  He  died  in  Kalamazoo  County, 
Mich.,  which  was  the  home  of  the  son  named.  That 
gentleman  had  sold  his  eastern  property  and  lo- 
cated near  Augusta  where  he  carried  on  a  farm 
until  quite  old.  He  was  a  Republican  in  politics 
and  a  Congregationalist  in  religion.  He  had  mar- 
ried Tryphosa  Tuckerman,  daughter  of  Benjamin 
Tuckerraan,  a  native  of  Massachusetts  and  an  ex- 
tensive  farmer  in  Otsego  County,  N.  Y.  There 
she  was  born  and  reared.  To  her  were  born  six 
children,  of  whom  the  eldest  is  the  subject  of  this 
sketch. 

At  Hannibal,  N.  Y.,  March  4,  1832,  A.  G.  Kent 
was  born.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  began  his 
education  in  the  district  schools,  after  which  he  at- 
tended Red  Creek  High  School  and  Mexico  Acad- 
emy. At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  began  the  pro- 
fession of  teaching,  and  for  four  years  devoted  the 
winters  to  work  in  the  district  schools  and  the  sum- 
mers to  labor  on  the  home  farm.  In  the  fall  of  1853 
he  came  to  Barry  County,  accompanying  a  friend 
whom  he  met  in  Battle  Creek.  He  had  started  for 
Michigan  but  had  not  decided  on  this  particular 
township  for  his  future  home.  While  crossing  the 
lake  from  Buffalo  to  Detroit  the  boat  on  which  he 
sailed  was  run  into  by  a  schooner  and  so  disabled 
as  to  be  at  the  mercy  of  the  waves  for  some  hours. 
The  crew  finally  succeeded  in  working  it  back  to 
Buffalo,  sixty  miles  distant  from  the  scene  of  the 
accident,  and  Mr.  Kent  took  passage  on*the  "May- 
flower," which  landed  him  at  the  desired  haven. 
Thence  he  went  b\r  rail  to  Battle  Creek  and  on  to 
his  new  location. 

The  first  winter  after  he  came  to  this  State  Mr. 
Kent  taught  near  Battle  Creek,  Calhoun  County, 
and  there  spent  a  summer  in  working  on  a  farm. 
In  the  fall  he  was  ill  and  was  obliged  to  return  to 
New  York  to  recruit,  but  in  the  spring  of  1854 
he  drove  out  through  Canada  to  Kalamazoo  County 
with  his  father.  He  remained  with  him,  helping 
him  to  get  a  start  on  his  western  farm  and  teach- 
ing school  in  the  winter.  In  1857  he  bought  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  in  Assyria  Town- 
ship in  partnership  with  a  brother-in-law,  but  al- 
most immediately  they  divided  the  property  and 
Mr.  Kent  located  here.  He  has  made  all  the  im- 
provements the  estate  now  bears,  and  was  at  one 


time  the  owner  of  two  hundred  and  seven  and  a 
half  acres,  but  reduced  the  farm  to  its  present  ex- 
tent. Forty  acres  of  the  property  is  on  section  10, 
and  the  balance  on  section  9. 

For  a  quarter  of  a  century  the  fortunes  of  Mr. 
Kent  were  shared  by  a  prudent  and  affectionate 
wife,  to  whom  he  was  married  in  Kalamazoo,  Jan- 
uary 1,  1855.  She  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Flora 
Jones,  and  was  born  in  Oswego  County,  N.  Y.,  her 
parents  being  Richard  and  Amelia  (Tuckerman) 
Jones.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kent  four  children  came, 
viz:  George  O.,  a  farmer  in  the  same  township  as 
his  father;  Eva  R.,  who  died  in  September,  1883; 
Milly,  her  father's  housekeeper;  and  Bertha,  who  is 
attending  the  Bellevue  High  School.  The  wife 
and  mother  breathed  her  last  February  4,  1879. 

The  Jones  family  sprang  from  Wales,  but  Jon- 
athan Jones,  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Kent,  was  born 
in  Massachusetts  near  Leverett.  He  farmed  there 
until  the  early  settlement  of  Otsego  County,  N.  Y., 
when  he  removed  thither  and  there  he  and  his  wife, 
formerly  Polly  Miller,  of  Worcester,  Mass.,  died. 
The  Hon.  Richard  Jones,  father  of  Mrs.  Kent,  was 
born  in  Otsego  County,  N.  Y.,  March  15,  1807, 
and  remained  there  until  he  was  eleven  years  old. 
He  then  started  on  foot  for  his  father's  old  home 
in  the  Bay  State  and  remained  there,  going  to 
school  and  working  on  a  farm  until  he  was  eight- 
een years  old.  He  then  returned  to  his  native 
place  and  remained  with  his  stepfather  some  time, 
the  agreement  being  that  he  was  to  have  three 
months'  schooling  each  year  until  he  was  of  age, 
but  all  he  received  being  twenty  days.  He  was 
married  there  September  26,  1830,  to  a  daughter  of 
Benjamin  and  Tryphosa  Tuckerman,  who  were 
natives  of  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones  lived  on  a  farm  in  New 
York  until  September  1,  1838,  when  they  started 
for  Michigan,  the  husband  having  entered  land  in 
Scipio  Township,  Hillsdale  County,  two  years  be- 
fore. On  this  they  located  and  endured  the  hard- 
ships of  pioneer  life.  In  1848  they  came  to  Barry 
County  and  Mr.  Jones  became  the  owner  of  five 
hundred  acres  of  improved  land  in  Assyria  Town- 
ship which  he  operated  until  the  spring  of  1884. 
He  then  removed  to  Battle  Creek  where  he  lives 
retired.     He    was  Postmaster  of   Assyria   Center 
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from  1855  to  1863  and  was  Supervisor  of  tbe 
township  four  years.  In  1867-68  lie  served  in 
the  State  Legislature.  He  is  a  Republican,  and 
an  honest,  true  man,  who  is  respected  by  every 
one  in  the  community. 

In  1886  Mr.  Kent  was  elected    Township  Super- 
visor and  he  served  efficiently  until  the  spring  of 
1890.      He  has   been   Township   Treasurer    three 
years    and    was    Township    Clerk  two  terms    and 
Highway    Commissioner  one     term.      There    has 
scarcely    been  a  time  since  he    came   here   during 
which  he  has  not  been   identified   with  the    school 
offices  and  he  is  now  Moderator  of  the  Board.     His 
first  political  faith  was  that  of    a  Republican,  but 
some  years  since  he  decided  that   the   Greenback 
movement  was  worthy  of  his  support   and  entered 
the  ranks  of  the  new  party.  He  is  now  independent. 
He  belongs  to  the  Farmer's  Alliance  at  Assyria,  and 
in  connection  with  that   society  and  in  association 
with  the  people  at  large  he  is  known  as  public -spir- 
ited, progressive  and  well-informed.     His  manners 
are  cordial,  his  spirit  hospitable  and  he  wins  friends 
everywhere  and  exerts  much  influence  in  the  circle 
which  he  frequents.     In    religion  he  is  a  Univer- 
salist. 


ATHIAS  W.  COOPER.  For  forty-five  years 
this  gentleman  has  been  connected  with 
the  interests  of  Carmei  Township,  Eaton 
County.  He  was  born  September  4,  1826, 
in  the  Empire  State,  whence  he  accompanied  his 
parents  to  this  State  in  1844.  They  located  in  a 
part  of  the  country  where  settlers  were  few  and  the 
woods  were  full  of  deer,  wolves  and  smaller  ani- 
mals, while  bears  were  occasionally  seen,  and  In- 
dians now  and  then  appeared  on  hunting  trips. 
There  were  perhaps  a  dozen  houses  in  Charlotte 
and  the  opportunities  to  advance  in  the  world  were 
such  as  necesssitated  hard  struggles  and  determined 
industry.  The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Thomas 
and  Mary  (Pollock)  Cooper,  who  are  spoken  of  at 
greater  length  in  the  history  of  J.  Smith  Cooper, 
elsewhere  in  this  volume. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was  born  in  a 
lo«-  house  and  reared  on  a  farm,  and  before  he  left 


his  native  State  had  obtained  a  good  common- 
school  education.  The  temple  of  learning  in  which 
he  conned  his  lessons  was  built  of  logs  with  a  large 
fireplace  and  primitive  furniture.  When  he  was 
to  be  punished  his  teacher  would  place  him  upon  a 
big  stone  near  the  fireplace  and  there  he  would 
remain  until  he  promised  amendment.  After 
coming  to  this  State  he  began  working  out  by  the 
month,  he  being  then  but  seventeen  years  old.  He 
could  find  no  employment  in  Eaton  County,  but 
in  Calhoun  he  succeeded  and  for  four  years  labored 
for  $10  a  month.  From  this  stipend  he  saved 
enough  to  enter  forty  acres  of  land  which  he  has 
since  cleared  and  lived  upon.  He  still  holds  the 
deed  signed  by  James  K.  Polk,  President  of  the 
United  States. 

In  building  up  his    home  Mr.  Cooper    has  been 
ably  seconded  by    his    wife,  formerly  Julia   Love, 
with  whom  he  was  united  January    24,  1850.     She 
was  born  in  Vermont  in    1827,  her    parents    being 
William  and    Lucinda  (Martin)    Love,   natives  of 
the  Green    Mountain  State.     They   came  West  in 
1838  and  for   many  years  lived  in  Carmei    Town- 
ship, Eaton  County,  and  died    here   at    the  respec- 
tive ages  of   seventy-eight   and   seventy-nine,  the 
date  of  their  deaths  being   1877   and    1883.     Mrs. 
Love  was  a  worthy  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  and    Mr.  Love   was   Justice    of  the 
Peace  and  held  other  local  offices.     To  our  subject 
and  his  good  wife  five  children  have  come,  named 
respectively,  Elza  D,,  Lucius  A.,  Nettie  L.,  Walter 
I),  and  Nellie.     The  last  named  has  been  removed 
by  death.  * 

Mr.  Cooper  is  an  active  member  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  has  been  a  delegate  to  conventions 
and  in  other  ways  aided  in  pushing  forward  the 
political  wheels.  He  is  an  Odd  Fellow  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Grange  and  has  served  the  people  of 
this  vicinity  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  eighteen 
years.  He  raises  all  kinds  of  stock  and  the  crops 
produced  on  his  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  acres 
are  of  first-class  quality  and  superior  quantity.  He 
never  received  a  dollar  from  his  father,  but  began 
his  life  work  without  capital,  and  in  accumulating 
property  was  obliged  to  do  much  hard  work,  econ- 
omize closely  and  calculate  judiciously.  For  the 
success  which  has  crowned   his   efforts,   but  mors 
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especially  for  the  share  lie  had  in  the  pioneer  work 
in  the  county,  he  deserves  and  receives  respect  and 
commendation.  Mr.  Cooper  has  been  quite  prom- 
inent in  the  Odd  Fellows  lodge  and  was  appointed 
by  the  Grand  Master  to  organize  lodges  in  the 
county.  He  has  also  taken  a  leading  part  in  tho 
Grange  and  as  special  deputy  organized  a  number 
of  Granges. 


^^^RED  HECT  is  a  practical  and  enterprising 

P  farmer  and  stock-raiser  of  Carlton  Town- 
ship, Barry  County,  residing  on  section  3. 
His    father,  Fred  Hect,  Sr.,  was  a  native  of  Han- 
over, Germany,  and    came    to   America  with    his 
family  in  1844.  He  first  settled  in  Frederick  County, 
Md.,  and  after  three  years  and  a  half  spent  in  that 
State  he  removed  to  Richland  Countj%  Ohio,  where 
he  resided  until  1865.  During  that  time  he  worked 
as  a  day  laborer  on  the  canal  and  also  was  emplojTcd 
on  the    Pittsburg,  Fort  Wayne  &  Chicago  grade 
until,  having  by  industry   and   economy    accumu- 
lated some  capital,  he  purchased  a  tract  of  land  in 
Ashland  County,  Ohio,  and  engaged   in   farming. 
As  before  stated,  after  disposing  of  his   property 
at  that  place,  he  left  the  Buckeye  State  and    came 
to  Michigan,  where  he  purchased    an    eighty-acre 
tract  of  land  on  section  3,  Carlton  Township.  Two 
years  later  his  wife  died,  after  which  Mr.  Hect  was 
again  married.     Since  his  death  his  widow  has  con- 
tinued to  reside  upon  the  farm  in  Carlton    Town- 
ship in  which  our  subject  owns  a  quarter  interest. 
Fred  Hect,  Jr.,  was  the  eldest  son  of  the   family 
which  numbered  three  brothers  and  one  sister.    He 
was   born  in    Hanover,  Germany,  on  January  22, 
1835,  and  was  only  nine  years  of  age  when  with  his 
parents  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the  New  World. 
In  Ohio  he  was  reared  to  manhood  and  after  he  had 
attained  to  mature  years  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with    Miss   Elizabeth   Juniper   of    Pennsylvania. 
They  began  their  domestic  life  in  Barry  County, 
Mich.,  and  have  here  since  resided.    Four  children 
have  been  born  of  their  union,  namely:    Margaret, 
Sophia,  William  and  George  Frank,   all  of  whom 
are  married  with  tfce  exception  of  the  youngest. 


Mr.  Hect,  upon  his  farm   in    Carlton   Township, 
has  erected  a   good  residence,  commodious    barns 
and  other  necessary  outbuildings;  in    fact,  every 
improvement  upon  the  place  is  the  work  of  his  own 
hands  and  stands  as  a  monument  to  his  thrift  and 
industry.  A  grove  adds  to  the  beauty  of  the  place 
and  a  good  orchard  supplies  them  with  fruit   dur- 
ing its  season.  In  connection  with  general  farming 
Mr.   Hect   engages  quite  extensively  in  the  raising 
of  fine  stock  and  now  has  six  head  of  Clyde  horses, 
together  with  a  large  flock  of  sheep  and  a  number 
of  head  of  cattle  of  good  grades.     He  is  never  be- 
hind the  times  in  any  respect  but  keep  up  with  all 
improvements  and  progressive  ideas  and  is    recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  leading  and  successful  farmers 
of  the  township.     His  fellow-citizens,  recognizing 
his  worth  and  ability  have  elected  him  to    a  num- 
ber of  official  positions  including  that  of  Township 
Supervisor   and    the    duties    of   the    offices    were 
ever  faithfully  discharged.     In  politics  he  affiliates 
with  the  Democracy  and  in  religious  belief  he  is   a 
Lutheran,  as  is  also  his  estimable  wife. 


*^£a>»^»*^ 


«^*tf^»^k^ 


ETER  A.  YOUNG.  One  of  the  banner 
farms  in  Barry  County  is  that  of  which 
Mr.  Young  is  the  fortunate  possessor.  It 
consists  of  two  hundred  acres  on  section 
20,  Barry  Township,  and  is  the  seat  of  a  thriving 
business  in  general  farming  and  stock-raising.  Like 
many  a  man  living  in  this  section,  Mr.  Young  be- 
gan his  personal  career  with  no  capital  except  the 
abilities  with  which  nature  had  endowed  him  and  a 
limited  education  obtained  in  the  common  schools. 
His  success  stamps  him  as  a  man  of  energy,  per- 
sistence and  good  judgment,  and  entitles  him  to 
the  respect  of  others. 

Mr.  Young  is  of  French  lineage,  his  grandfather 
having  emigrated  from  France  to  America  long 
years  ago  and  settled  on  the  present  site  of  New 
York  City.  There  he  owned  eighty  acres  of  land. 
His  son  Richard  was  born  there  in  1783,  and  after 
growing  to  maturity  tilled  the  soil  in  his  native 
State  until  1841,  when  he  came  to  Michigan.  He 
entered  a  tract  of  land  in  Carlton  Township,  Barry 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


679 


County,  and  cleared  and  improved  a  large  acreage. 
Here  he  died  in  1870  at  a  good  old  age,  having 
passed  his  eighty  sixth  birthday.  He  served  in  the 
War  of  1812.  He  married  Betsey  DeMond,  who 
was  born  in  the  Empire  State  in  1793  and  lived  to 
be  eighty -seven  years  old,  dying  in  1880.  To  this 
worthy  couple  there  were  born  seven  daughters 
and  nine  sons,  all  of  whom  lived  to  years  of  matur- 
ity and  seven  still  survive. 

The  birthplace  of  the  subject  of  this  biographical 
sketch  was  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  and  his  natal 
day  September  26,  1820.  He  began  to  work  for 
himself  when  but  twelve  years  old,  receiving  two 
shillings  per  day  for  the  service  he  was  able  to 
perform.  When  he  was  seventeen  years  old  he 
hired  out  by  the  year  at  $120,  paying  his  father 
$100  for  his  time  and  taking  it  from  his  first  year's 
wages.  The  young  man  learned  the  carpenter's 
trade,  at  which  he  worked  for  fourteen  years.  At 
the  expiration  of  that  time  he  turned  his  attention 
to  farming,  coming  here  in  1843  and  going  in  debt 
for  sixty-five  acres  of  land,  and  making  bis  first 
payment  by  building  a  barn.  He  paid  for  the  land 
and  sold  it  within  three  years  for  $900,  having 
also  during  the  time  become  the  possessor  of  a  good 
team,  cows  and  sheep.  He  then  bought  one  hun- 
dred and  seventeen  acres  in  the  southern  part  of 
Barry  Township,  but  sold  it  two  years  later  and 
bought  other  property  just  over  the  line  in  Kala- 
mazoo County. 

On  that  tract  Mr.  Young  lived  about  six  years, 
after  which  he  bought  on  section  20,  Barry  Town- 
ship, but  sold  the  farm  within  a  year  for  a  large 
sum.  His  next  move  was  to  buy  his  present  farm, 
which  he  has  developed  from  its  forest  state  and 
made  into  a  beautiful  and  very  valuable  piece  of 
property.  When  he  came  to  the  State  the  land 
from  his  present  location  to  Hastings  was  covered 
with  timber  and  deer  and  Indians  were  denizens  of 
the  region.  He  walked  from  Jackson  to  his  first 
home  in  Barry  County,  often  following  but  a  trail. 
June  12,  1851,  Mr.  Young  and  Miss  Rachel 
Fisher  were  united  in  marriage.  The  bride  was 
born  May  30,  1820,  her  parents  being  Humphrey 
and  Elizabeth  (Francisco)  Fisher,  natives  of  New 
York,  the  one  born  in  1784  and  the  other  in  1793. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fisher  came  to  this  State  in  the  fall 


of  1850,  and  the  wife  died  during  the  ensuing  year. 
Mr.  Fisher  survived  until  1873,  attaining  to  his 
ninetieth  year.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of 
1812.  His  family  included  six  sons  and  six  daugh- 
ters, and  six  of  the  number  are  now  living. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Young  six  children  have  been 
born,  who  were  named  respectively:  Sarah,  Ila, 
Ella,  Mary,  Emma  and  Frank.  The  only  ones 
now  living  are  Ila,  wife  of  M.  J.  Coddington,  a 
farmer  in  Richland  Township,  Barry  County,  and 
Ella,  who  married  T.  J.  Kelley,  and  lives  on  her 
father's  homestead.  Mr.  Young  gave  his  children 
good  school  advantages,  and  his  daughters  are 
well-informed  and  capable  women.  Various  local 
offices  have  been  filled  by  Mr.  Young  and  he  has 
been  earnest  and  faithful  as  a  servant  of  the  pub- 
lic.    He  votes  the  Republican  ticket. 


r#=jT>RANK  G.  PIERCE.  Although  a  native  of 
|f=ra\  Ohio,  almost  the  entire  life  of  Mr.  Fierce 
/jj>  has  been  spent  within  the  boundaries  of  the 
State  of  Michigan.  When  brought  to  Hillsdale 
County  by  his  parents  he  was  a  child  of  three  years 
only,  and  ten  years  later  he  located  in  Eaton 
County,  where  he  remained  until  the  late  war  broke 
out.  As  may  be  readily  imagined  the  country  was 
then  but  sparsely  settled  and  deer,  wolves  and 
other  wild  animals  were  plentiful.  The  smoke  of 
the  Indian  camp  fires  had  not  yet  disappeared  in 
the  West  and  but  few  years  had  elapsed 

"Since,  on  that  spot,  so  wild  and  lone  and  fair, 
The  warrior  lit  the   pile  and   bound  the  captive 
there." 

Mr.  Pierce  relates  many  thrilling  experiences  of 
his  pioneer  labors  in  this  new  country,  when  the 
nearest  settlers  were  miles  away  and  the  people 
lived  principally  by  hunting  and  fishing.  An  hon- 
ored position  is  given  him  among  the  pioneers  of 
Eaton  and  Barry  Counties,  and  he  has  been  par- 
ticularly interested  in  the  development  of  Hope 
Township,  Barry  County,  where  he  owns  and  oper- 
ates a  good  farm  on  section  8. 

Before  we  recapitulate  the  main  events  in.  the 
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life  of  Mr.  Pierce  it  will  be  well  to  briefly  present 
the  record  of  the  lives  of  his  parents,  Thomas  F. 
and  Levina  (Grant)  Pierce.  The  former  was  born  in 
the  western  part  of  Massachusetts,  near  the  Green 
Mountains,  and  the  date  of  his  birth  was  March 
16,  1813.  Upon  attaining  years  of  maturity  he 
came  West  as  far  as  the  State  of  New  York  whence, 
after  a  short  sojourn,  he  removed  to  Ohio  in  1836 
and  bought  a  farm  in  the  Holland  Purchase.  After 
clearing  the  place  he  sold  out  and  came  to  Hills- 
dale County,  Mich.,  of  which  he  became  a  pioneer. 
The  land  which  he  purchased  was  located  in  Camden 
Township  and  it  was  in  its  original  wild  condition 
when  Mr.  Pierce  settled  upon  it.  Deer  were  plen- 
tiful and  other  game;  wolves  were  particularly 
bold  and  Mr.  Pierce  often  killed  them  within  twenty 
feet  of  his  house. 

In  1856  Mr.  Pierce  removed  to  Eaton  County, 
purchasing  a  farm  upon  which  he  still  makes  his 
home.  His  wife,  who  also  survives,  was  born  in 
Connecticut,  and  was  one  of  a  family  of  six  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  are  now  living  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  oldest  brother  Thomas.  To  Thomas  F. 
Pierce  and  his  good  wife  six  children  were  born, 
of  whom  there  now  survive  our  subject  and  his  two 
brothers,  farmers  in  Eaton  County.  He  of  whom 
we  write  was  born  April  26,  1843  in  Seneca  County, 
Ohio.  His  earliest  recollections  however,  are  of 
the  pioneer  scenes  of  Michigan,  whither  he  was 
brought  by  his  parents  when  a  child  of  three  years. 
His  early  education  was  gained  from  the  primitive 
books  used  in  the  log  schoolhouses  of  Hillsdale 
County,  and  after  removing  with  his  parents  to 
Eaton  County  he  attended  the  district  schools  as 
opportunity  afforded.  In  the  meantime  he  aided 
his  father  in  clearing  the  farm  and  remained  under 
the  parental  roof  until  the  Civil  War  broke  out. 

The  war  record  of  our  subject  is  one  of  which 
lie  may  be  justly  proud.  He  was  a  gallant  soldier, 
brave  and  true,  and  stood  among  the  proud  defend- 
ers of  our  great  nation  who  were  striving  to  win 
the  freedom  for  coming  generations  to  enjoy.  He 
enlisted  in  Company  H,  Sixth  Michigan  Infantry 
under  Capt.  P.  D.  Montgomery,  and  was  mustered 
in  at  Detroit,  whence  he  went  to  the  front  with  his 
company.  He  marched  to  New  Orleans  via  the 
city  of  New  York,  participated   in   the  battles  at 


New  Orleans,  then  marched  south  of  the  city  to 
the  bay,  where  he  aided  in  capturing  the  gunboat, 
'•Cotton."  The  next  move  was  to  Ponchatoula, 
Miss.,  where  a  battle  was  fought  with  the  Confederate 
forces;  thence  to  Port  Hudson,  where  our  subject 
was  wounded  May  27,  1863,  by  a  gunshot  in  the 
right  arm.  He  was  taken  to  the  hospital  (the  old 
State  House  at  Baton  Rouge)  and  as  soon  as  able, 
was  sent  home  on  a  furlough  to  recuperate  his 
health.  At  the  expiration  of  his  furlough  he  re- 
ported at  Detroit,  and  was  there  appointed  Hospital 
Steward  July  26,  1864.  When  peace  was  declared 
he  was  honorably  discharged  and  returned  to  his 
father's  home  in  Eaton  County. 

A  short  time  after  returning  home  Mr.  Pierce 
was  united  in  marriage  December  5,  1865,  with  Miss 
Mary  E.,  daughter  of  Ezra  N.  and  Polly  (^Wise) 
Knapp.  Mrs.  Pierce  is  a  most  estimable  woman, 
devoted  to  her  home  and  moving  in  the  best  soci- 
ety of  the  community.  Her  culture  of  mind  and 
kindness  of  heart  make  her  a  cherished  ornament 
in  social  circles  and  a  devoted  counselor  at  home. 
With  one  exception  the  children  are  still  under  the 
parental  roof.  They  have  been  given  all  the  educa- 
tional advantages  possible,  together  with  such  train- 
ing as  adapts  them  for  responsible  positions  m  the 
business  and  social  world.  They  are  named  as  fol- 
lows: Ray  F.,  Fred  L.,  Eda  G.,  Fannie  J.,  Rosa 
May  and  Rena  Maud  (twins)  and  Burnie  L.,  a 
sturdy  lad  of  twelve  years.  Eda  G.  married  Orvil 
Otis  and  lives  in  Hope  Township;  Fannie  J.  is  at- 
tending the  High  School  at  Hastings,  while  the 
twins  and  Burnie  are  pupils  in  the  district  school 
near  their  home. 

Politically,  Mr.  Pierce  is  very  prominent  in  the 
ranks  of  the  Republican  party,  to  the  support  of 
which  he  gives  his  ballot  and  influence.  He  has 
been  chosen  to  represent  the  interests  of  the  people 
in  various  positions,  was  Highway  Commissioner 
in  the  township  of  Chester,  Eaton  County,  held 
several  school  offices,  served  as  Drainage  Commis- 
sioner of  the  township  of  Hope  two  terms,  and  was 
Census  Enumerator  in  1890.  He  has  been  a  delegate 
to  various  county  and  State  conventions,  both  in 
Eaton  and  Barry  Counties,  and  has  served  on  petit 
juries.  His  peaceful  disposition  may  be  inferred 
by  the  fact  that  he  never  was  sued  and  never  sued 
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anyone  in  his  life,  and  although  possessing  decided 
views  and  opinions  of  his  own,  never  had  a  quarrel 
with  a  man.  He  is  now  dealing  extensively  in  lum- 
ber, and  in  this  business  as  elsewhere,  his  good 
judgment  and  excellent  management  are  constantly 
displayed  and  bring  to  him  success  financially.  He 
is  numbered  among  the  representative  and  most 
valued  citizens  of  Barry  County,  which  has  been 
his  home  for  many  years,  and  his  upright  life  and 
probity  are  everywhere  recognized. 

^..ZARJAU  HEADLEY.  Among  the  men 
7UI1  who  are  doing  well  financially  through 
cultivating  the  soil  in  Barry  County  is 
Mr.  Headley  who  owns  a  fine  estate  in 
Yankee  Springs  Township.  The  substantial  build 
ings  which  adorn  it  are  situated  on  section  19, 
and  around  them  stretch  two  hundred  and  seventy- 
three  acres  of  carefully-cultivated  land,  from  which 
a  plenteous  harvest  is  gathered  at  the  proper  sea- 
son. This  place  has  been  the  home  of  Mr.  Head 
ley  since  the  fall  of  1870,  at  which  time  he  took 
possession  of  two  hundred  and  eighteen  acres  and 
set  about  clearing  and  developing  it.  This  acre- 
age was  long  ago  placed  in  fine  condition  and  a 
considerable  addition  made  to  its  extent. 

Benjamin  Headley,  paternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  New  Jersey  in  1776,  as  was 
his  wife,  Abigail  Pruden,  in  1778.  He  was  a  dis- 
tiller and  farmer,  first  in  New  Jersey  and  later  in 
Ohio.  He  removed  from  his  early  home  to  Cosh- 
octon County,  Ohio,  about  1831,  and  there  he 
remained  during  the  rest  of  his  earthly  life.  He 
was  of  German  descent  and  reared  a  large  family, 
comprising  the  following  children:  Gabriel,  Hul- 
dah,  Isaac,  John,  Eliza,  Irena,  Daniel,  James, 
Silas,  Frazie,  Baldwin,  Jacob  and  Henry.  Silas, 
whose  birth  took  place  in  Green  County,  Pa.,  June 
22,  1813,  went  to  Ohio  with  the  other  members  of 
the  family  and  remained  there  until  1836,  when 
he  removed  to  Steuben  County,  Ind.  He  entered 
eighty  acres  of  land  which  he  cleared  and  improved, 
residing  upon  it  until  1852,  and  then  coming  to 
Michigan.     He  made  his  home  in  Branch  County 


until  about  1866,  and  then  came  to  Yankee  Springs 
Township,  Barry  County,  but  he  is  now  living  in 
Allegan  County. 

The  wife  of  Silas  Headley  was  Abigail  Masters, 
daughter  of  Joseph  Masters,  who  was  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania  and  a  pioneer  of  Coshocton  County, 
Ohio.  Mr.  Masters  wras  a  farmer  and  had  eight 
children — Joel,  Amos,  Azariah,  James,  Rachel, 
Samuel,  Abigail,  and  one  who  died  in  infancy.  His 
wife  was  a  Miss  Pettit,  daughter  of  Joel  Pettit. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  His  daughter,  Mrs.  Headley,  bore  her 
husband  ten  children,  two  of  whom  died  in  child- 
hood. Two  sons,  Francis  M.  and  Enos  B.,  served 
in  the  Eighth  Michigan  Cavalry  during  the  Civil 
War.  Mrs.  Headley  was  born  May  22,  1812,  and 
entered  into  rest  December  1,  1886.  Mr.  Headley 
has  been  a  member  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
for  more  than  fifty  years  and  has  done  much  min- 
isterial work.  He  married  for  his  second  wife 
Mrs.  Ann  (Brown)  Lincoln.  He  was  formerly  for 
a  long  period  the  owner  and  operator  of  a  sawmill 
and  tannery. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  notice  is  the 
third  in  age  among  the  sons  and  daughters  of  Silas 
and  Abigail  (Masters)  Headley.  His  birth  took 
place  June  8,  1838,  in  Scott  Township,  Steuben 
County,  Ind.,  and  his  early  years  were  spent  on 
a  farm.  He  had  but  meagre  school  privileges  and 
his  book  knowledge  is  comparatively  limited.  He 
has,  however,  what  is  more  important  a  faculty  of 
observation,  a  habit  of  reading  and  thoroughly 
good  principles.  When  of  age  he  bought  his 
first  farm,  a  tract  in  Branch  County,  this  State, 
which  was  his  home  until  he  bought  where  he  is 
now  living.  In  carrying  on  his  estate  he  is  indus- 
trious and  enterprising,  as  would  readily  be 
thought  by  any  observer  of  the  property. 

An  interesting  ceremony  was  performed  March 
9,  1862,  it  being  the  marriage  rites  of  Azariah 
Headley  and  Miss  M.  Elizabeth  Fackler.  The 
bride  was  born  in  York  County,  Pa.,  and  is  one  of 
the  eight  sons  and  daughters  comprising  the  fam- 
ily of  Jonas  and  Elizabeth  (Upp)  Fackler,  the 
youngest  son  serving  as  a  private  in  an  Ohio  regi- 
ment. Her  maternal  grandparents  were  Peter  and 
Catherine  (Haynes)  Upp,  and   her  paternal  grand- 
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parents  were  Peter  and  Mary  (Risinger)  Fackier. 
Mrs.  Headley's  parents  were  natives  of  the  same 
county  as  herself,  and  thence  they  moved  to  Huron 
County,  Ohio,  in  1837.  Mr.  Fackier  was  a  farmer 
and  blacksmith.  He  died  in  November,  1875, 
some  years  after  the  death  of  his  wife,  who  had 
had  entered  into  rest  in  1866.  They  were  mem- 
bers respectively  of  the  Presbyterian  and  Lutheran 
Churches.  Their  daughter  Elizabeth  was  well 
instructed  and  taught  several  terms  in  Huron 
County,  Ohio,  and  in  1861  came  to  this  State  and 
took  her  place  among  the  teachers  of  Branch 
County.  She  taught  school  seven  terms,  then 
gave  up  the  profession  and  took  up  instead  the 
duties  of  wifehood. 

The  happy  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Head  ley  has 
been  blest  b}f  the  birth  of  six  children,  who  are 
named  respectively:  George  N.,  John  A.,  Alvin 
A.  Mina  A.,  Estella  O.  and  Mary  E.  B.  The  first- 
born died  at  the  early  age  of  eight  years.  All 
have  been  recipients  of  careful  home  training  and 
good  educational  privileges,  and  have  before  them 
the  example  of  Christian  parents.  Mr.  Headley  is 
a  Free  Will  Baptist  and  Mrs.  Headley  belongs  to 
the  United  Brethren  Church. 


AMUEL  C.  RITCHIE.  For  almost  thirty 
years  this  gentleman  has  had  a  part  in  the 
affairs  of  Yankee  Springs  Township,  Barry 
County,  where  he  has  made  his  home  since 
October,  1862.  He  now  occupies  a  well-improved 
farm  on  section  28,  from  which  he  removed  the 
forest  growth  and  upon  which  he  has  made  the 
various  improvements  which  now  make  it  so  valua- 
ble and  comfortable.  The  property  consists  of 
eighty  acres,  to  the  cultivation  of  which  Mr.  Ritchie 
devotes  himself  with  zeal  and  intelligence,  winning 
therefrom  the  guerdon  of  good  crops  and  propor- 
tionate moneyed  receipts.  With  characteristic  en- 
ergy he  has  always  endeavored  to  keep  up  with  the 
times  in  his  farm  work,  although  he  never  abandons 
an  old  and  well-tried  method  until  a  better  is  as- 
sured. 

Before   sketching   the   personal  history  of  Mr. 


Ritchie  it  will  not  be  amiss  to  refer  to  his  ancestors. 
Going  back  four  generations  we  come  to  Francis 
Ritchie  who  was  born  in  Scotland,  married  Sarah 
Aull  and  removed  to  Londonderry  where  both  died. 
Their  son  Daniel  was  born  in  Londonderry  and 
adopted  the  occupation  of  a  farmer.  He  married 
Margaret  Robinson  and  they  reared  two  sons  and 
four  daughters,  all  of  whom  came  to  the  United 
States.  The  two  eldest  daughters  settled  in  Caledo- 
nia, N.  Y.,  the  two  youngest  daughters  in  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  and  one  son  died  in  Allegan,  this  State,  in 
1853.  The  other  son  was  William,  father  of  our 
subject,  who  will  be  mentioned  in  another  para- 
graph. In  1842  Grandfather  Ritchie  crossed  the 
Atlantic  and  established  his  home  in  Caledonia, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  died  in  1849.  His  wife  had  died 
in  their  native  land.  Both  belonged  to  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  and  were  faithful  believers. 

William  Ritchie  was  born  in  Londonderry,  Ire- 
land, May  15,1815.  He  was  married  in  1838  to 
Margaret  J.  Caruthers,  also  a  native  of  London- 
deny,  her  natal  day  having  been  December  16, 
1820.  In  the  summer  of  1840  the  young  couple 
emigrated  to  America,  landing  in  New  York  City 
in  July  and  at  once  locating  in  the  southern  part 
of  Livingston  County.  The  first  work  done  in  this 
country  by  Mr.  Ritchie  was  on  the  Genesee  Valley 
Canal,  he  being  a  stonemason.  He  removed  to 
Caledonia  in  May,  1843,  and  continued  to  follow 
his  trade  there.  In  the  fall  of  1862  he  came  to 
Michigan,  crossing  the  lake  from  Buffalo  and  here 
he  turned  his  attention  to  farming,  a  work  which 
he  had  done  in  Ireland.  He  settled  in  Barry 
County,  buying  ninety-two  acres  of  wild  land  on 
section  28,  Yankee  Springs  Township.  This  he 
cleared  and  made  into  a  home  where  comfort 
abounded.  He  died  June  6,  1886,  his  widow  sur- 
viving. The  religious  faith  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ritchie 
is  expressed  in  the  creed  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
in  the  work  of  which  both  have  taken  an  active 
part  for  some  thirtjT-five  years. 

The  maternal  grand paronts  of  our  subject  were 
Samuel  and  Janet  (Smith)  Caruthers,who  were  born 
in  the  Emerald  Isle.  Mr.  Caruthers  was  a  Sergeant 
in  the  British  army  and  served  twenty-nine  years 
and  one  hundred  and  eighty-seven  days.  His  chil- 
dren were  John,  Samuel,  William  W.,  Anna   and 
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Margaret  J.  John  and  Anna  died  in  Ireland, 
leaving  families;  Samuel  cam3  to  the  United  States 
in  1850  and  to  Allegan  County,  Mich.,  three  years 
later;  William  emigrated  in  1855  and  is  now  living 
in  Caledonia,  N.  Y.  The  latter  served  in  the  Eighth 
New  York  Cavahy  and  had  two  sons  in  the  Union 
army,  one  of  whom  died  in  prison.  The  family 
of  William  and  Margaret  Ritchie  consisted  of 
seven  children,  two  of  whom  died  in  childhood. 
The  surviving  members  of  the  household  band  are 
Mrs.  Margaret  J.  Mullen,  Samuel  C,  Mrs.  Jenny 
Norris,  William  J.  and  Mrs.  Sarah  Smith. 

The  gentleman  with  whose  name  this  sketch  is 
introduced  was  born  at  Messenger's  Hollow,  Liv- 
ingston County,  N.  Y.,  July  20,  1841,  and  reared 
on  a  farm.  He  received  a  good  eomraon-school 
education,  although  at  the  early  age  of  ten  years 
he  began  working  for  wages,  receiving  eighteen 
cents  per  day.  He  continned  to  labor  by  the  day 
and  month  until  he  was  twenty  seven  years  old 
when  he  bought  the  property  on  which  he  now 
resides.  He  had  come  to  the  State  in  October, 
1862  and  his  first  purchase  of  property  was  one 
hundred  and  sixty-two  acres,  a  part  of  which  he 
subsequently  sold  to  his  brother.  Without  in  any 
way  neglecting  his  personal  affairs  Mr.  Ritchie  has 
held  several  public  offices  and  been  faithful  to  the 
duties  belonging  thereto.  He  served  five  terms  as 
Highway  Commissioner  and  is  now  acting  as  Super- 
visor for  the  sixth  term.  He  was  first  elected  to  the 
latter  office  in  1882  and  after  serving  three  terms 
was  out  of  office  three  years  and  then  again  elected. 
In  1880  he  was  Census  Enumerator.  He  has  been 
a  school  officer  from  the  formation  of  the  district. 

Mr.  Ritchie  was  married  February  17,  1870,  to 
Miss  Anna  Doyle,  daughter  of  Darley  and  Ann 
(Doran)  Doyle.  That  couple  came  from  County 
Wexford,  Ireland,  to  the  United  States  in  1832 
and  made  their  home  in  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  some 
seven  years.  They  then  removed  to  Barry  County, 
this  State,  and  spent  the  remnant  of  their  days  in 
Yankee  Springs  Township.  Mr.  Doyle  died  here 
in  October,  1880,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years. 
Mrs.  Doyle  departed  this  life  in  February,  1847. 
The  household  band  of  which  Mrs.  Ritchie  made 
one  included  also  Mary,  Richard,  Michael,  Edward, 
Elizabeth,  Thomas  and  Jerry.  Edward  and  Thomas 


died  in  the  service  of  their  country,  the  latter  never 
having  been  heard  from  after  he  was  taken  prisoner 
at  the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ritchie  four  children  have  been 
born,  to  whom  have  been  given  the  names  respect- 
ively, George  M.,  Harry  S.,  Lizzie  A.  and  Maggie 
J.  Mrs.  Ritchie  has  spent  her  entire  life  in  Yankee 
Springs  Township  and  has  a  pleasant  circle  of 
acquaintances  and  many  friends,  both  in  the  imme- 
diate vicinity  of  her  home  and  in  sections  farther 
removed.  Mr.  Ritchie  votes  the  Republican  ticket 
and  has  done  so  since  he  became  of  age.  He  is  a 
Mason  and  honored  by  his  fellow-craftsmen  as  one 
whose  life  is  ordered  uon  the  square." 


~E3^ 
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ENRY  PERKEY.  An  honorable  place 
ill  among  the  farmers  and  stock-raisers  of 
Eaton  County  is  held  by  the  above-named 
gentleman,  whose  location  is  on  section  22, 
Eaton  Township.  His  farm  consists  of  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  broad  acres,  the  greater  part  of 
which  is  under  the  plow,  and  all  shows  signs  of 
good  management  and  intelligent  improvement. 
Mr.  Perkey  located  here  in  1863,  and  lias  been 
energetically  prosecuting  his  affairs,  deriving  from 
his  labors  a  good  maintenance  and  making  some 
provision  for  his  future  neerls. 

Mr.  Perkey  was  born  in  Seneca  County,  Ohio, 
January  20,  1833,  and  is  a  son  of  Henry  and  Mary 
(Long)  Perkey,  of  whom  further  facts  are  given  in 
the  biography  of  Joseph  Perkey,  on  another  page. 
Our  subject  spent  his  youth  amid  primitive 
scenes,  as  his  father  belonged  to  the  pioneer  class, 
and  he  learned  the  value  of  industry,  persistence 
and  determination.  He  pursued  his  studies  in  the 
subscription  schools  of  his  native  State  principal^, 
but  attended  school  some  after  coming  to  Mich- 
igan. This  he  did  in  1850,  and  here  in  an  almost 
trackless  forest  he  grew  to  man's  estate,  aiding  in 
the  development  of  a  new  farm  and  joining  with 
the  other  settlers  in  the  sports  of  the  day. 

Our  subject  married  Miss  Adelia  A.  Hale,  daugh- 
ter of  William  and  Jane  (Willis)  Hale.  They 
were  joined   in  wedlock  February  22,  1863.     To 
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them  have  come  five  children,  who  are  named 
respectively:  Lenora  M.,  Dora  S.,  Mary  B.,  Paul 
H.  and  Belle  J.  The  eldest  daughter  is  now  liv- 
ing in  Charlotte,  having  married  Elmore  Dolson; 
and  Dora  is  the  wife  of  Albert  Harmon,  and  is 
living  in  Texas. 

The  sterling  character  and  sound  judgment  of 
Mr.  Perkey  are  recognized  by  his  acquaintances, 
and  he  has  been  called  upon  to  act  in  the  capacity 
of  Township  Clerk  four  }rears.  Believing  the  liq- 
uor traffic  to  be  the  great  curse  of  our  nation  he 
has  thrown  his  influence  with  the  Prohibition 
party  and  supports  its  measures  as  ardently  as  he 
favors  other  movements  which  he  believes  to  be 
for  the  good  of  mankind.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Patrons  of  Industry,  and  he  and  his  wife  belong  to 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  they 
have  excellent  standing,  he  being  a  Class-Leader. 


y^ILLIAM  R.  HAGER  is  one  of  the  most 
practical  and  successful  farmers  of  Eaton 
Wm  County,  and  his  farm  on  section  16,  Sun- 
field  Township,  is  one  of  the  finest  in  that  vicinity. 
Mr.  Hager  was  born  in  Somerset  County,  Pa.,  May 
12,  1833,  and  is  a  son  of  an  old  pioneer  family  of 
this  part  of  Michigan.  His  parents  were  Joseph 
and  Mary  (Yowler)  Hager,  who  were  also  natives 
of  Somerset  County.  They  came  to  this  State  in 
1836,  and  in  1837  came  to  Eaton  County  and 
bought  a  large  tract  of  land  from  the  Government 
in  Vermontville  Township  and  in  Woodland 
Township,  which  is  in  Barry  County.  They  settled 
in  the  latter  township  on  section  27,  where  they 
spent  their  remaining  days,  passing  away  at  ad- 
vanced ages. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  farmer  all  his  life, 
and  was  well  fitted  to  cope  with  the  hardships 
and  difficulties  of  pioneer  life  in  a  thinly  inhabited, 
newly  settled  country.  When  he  came  here  he  had 
to  cut  his  way  through  the  timber  from  Vermont- 
ville, as  dense  forests  obstructed  the  way  for  many 
miles  in  all  directions  and  there  were  no  roads. 
There  was  not  an  acre  of  clearing  on  his  land  when 
he  located  on  it.     He  toiled  diligently  and  inces  • 


santly,  was  much  prospered,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death  had  an  estate  valued  at  about  $6,000.  He 
and  his  wife  were  thoroughly  good  Christian  peo- 
ple, and  were  members  of  the  United  Brethren 
Church.  He  never  took  any  part  in  politics,  but 
was  a  Whig  until  the  formation  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  after  that  was  a  faithful  supporter  of 
that  party.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hager  were  the  parents 
of  eight  children,  as  follows:  Jehu  and  Adam  J., 
who  when  last  heard  from  were  in  New  Mexico; 
William  R. ;  Hulda,  who  died  in  infancy;  Daniel, 
and  Jane,  who  died  in  childhood ;  Orson  B.,  a 
farmer  in  Woodland,  Barry  County;  and  Marietta, 
who  died  when  she  was  eighteen  years  old. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  and  six  of  his 
sons  came  to  Michigan  at  ttie  same  time  that  his 
parents  came  and  they  settled  in  the  same  locality, 
which  has  been  widely  known  ever  since  as  the 
"Hager  Settlement."  They  were  among  the  very 
first  settlers  of  that  township.  The  grandparents 
of  our  subject  were  Daniel  and  Susanna  Hager. 
They  had  ten  children,  all  of  whom  came  to  Mich- 
igan. Only  one  of  the  family  is  now  left,  Isaac 
Hager,  a  farmer  in  Woodland  Township,  where  he 
settled  fifty-five  years  ago. 

Our  subject  was  the  second  child  born  to  his  par- 
ents and  his  childhood  was  passed  on  his  father's 
homestead  in  Barry  Count}^.  He  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools,  and  was  early  ini- 
tiated into  farm  work.  He  gave  his  father  the  ben- 
efit of  his  labor  until  he  was  twenty  years  of  age 
and  then  commenced  working  out  by  the  month, 
and  in  that  way  got  a  little  start.  He  subsequently 
went  to  the  pineries  and  spent  one  winter  at  Ne- 
waygo on  the  Muskegon  River.  He  was  so  unfor- 
tunate as  to  lose  all  that  he  earned  that  season. 
Returning  to  Barry  County,  he  bought  his  present 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Sunfield 
Township,  Eaton  County.  -  Paying  down  $100  on 
this,  he  worked  winters  at  clearing  it,  as  it  was 
heavily  wooded,  and  in  other  parts  of  the  year 
labored  to  pay  his  indebtedness  on  it.  He  moved 
on  to  it  in  February,  1861,  and  has  ever  since  lived 
on  it.  He  has  here  one  of  the  choicest  farms  of  the 
township  and  has  also  acquired  other  valuable 
property,  so  that  now  he  owns  two  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  land  on  sections  16  and  17,  Sun- 
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field  Township,  two  hundred  of  which  are  cleared 
and  improved,  and  he  has  had  besides  two  hundred 
acres  whieh  he  has  divided  among  his  children. 

Our  subject  did  honorable  service  as  a  soldier  in 
the  late  war.  He  was  mustered  in  as  a  private  in 
Company  E,  Sixth  Michigan  Cavalry,  and  took  an 
active  part  in  several  hard-fought  battles,  being 
with  his  regiment  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
under  General  Sheridan  until  the  cessation  of  hos- 
tilities. He  was  a  participator  in  the  battles  of  the 
Wilderness,  Deep  Bottom,  Winchester,  Cedar 
Creek,  Smithfield,  Shepardstown,  Barryville  and 
Port  Republic,  besides  many  minor  engagements 
and  skirmishes,  such  as  those  in  front  of  Petersburg, 
at  South  Side  Railroa:!,  Dinwiddie  Court  House, 
Five  Forks,  and  Sandy  Ridge,  and  he  was  present 
at  the  surrender  of  Gen.  Lee  at  Appomattox 
Court  House,  April  9,  1865.  He  afterward  took 
part  in  the  Grand  Review  of  the  armies  at  Wash- 
ington. 

From  the  capital  of  the  country,  Mr.  Hager's 
regiment  accompanied  the  Michigan  Brigade  of 
Cavalry  to  the  Western  frontier,  and  after  a  short 
time  spent  at  Ft.  Leavenworth,  was  sent  across  the 
plains  to  keep  down  the  Indians  in  the  vicinity  of 
Malt  Lake  City,  and  to  guard  emigrant  trains.  Our 
subject  was  mustered  out  and  received  his  final  dis- 
charge from  the  army  at  Detroit,  Mich.,  in  July, 
1866.  During  his  service  he  had  displayed  excel- 
lent soldierly  qualities  that  won  him  deserved  pro- 
motion from  the  ranks.  He  was  discharged  as 
First  Corporal  of  Company  E,  Sixth  Michigan 
Cavalry,  although  he  had  served  as  Orderly  Ser- 
geant for  some  time.  He  was  never  taken  prisoner, 
and  he  miraculously  escaped  being  wounded, 
although  he  had  horses  shot  from  under  him. 

January  6,  1861,  Mr.  Hager  and  Miss  Abby 
Perkins  were  united  in  a  marriage  that  has  proved 
of  mutual  benefit.  At  that  time  Mrs.  Hager  was 
residing  at  Woodland.  She  is  a  native  of  Medina 
County,  Ohio,  where  she  was  born  May  6,  1841,  to 
Charles  and  Hannah  (Grant)  Perkins.  Her  parents 
were  natives  of  the  State  of  New  York  and  set- 
tled at  Woodland,  Barry  County,  in  1853.  The 
rest  of  their  days  were  passed  there,  the  father  be- 
ing killed  by  a  falling  tree  and  the  mother  also 
dying  in  that  town.     Twelve  children  are  the  fruit 


of  the  union  of  our  subject  and  his  wife,  namely: 
Dennis  A.,  Joseph  M.,  Milton  L.,  Edith  E.,  Lena 
M.,  Earl  A.  (deceased),  Chester  C,  Juliet  (de- 
ceased), Albert  W.,  Lulu  M.,  Willie  A.  (deceased), 
and  Nellie. 

Mr.  Hager  is  strictly  a  self-made  man,  as  he  has 
accumulated  a  competency  by  close  attention  to 
his  affairs  and  by  shrewd  and  skillful  management. 
His  reputation  for  honesty,  fairness  in  his  dealings, 
and  as  a  straightforward  man  in  all  things  is  unsur- 
passed. He  is  obliging  towards  his  neighbors,  and 
in  his  family  relations  is  all  that  a  considerate  hus- 
band and  kind  father  should  be.  Politically,  he  is 
a  sound  Republican.  He  and  his  wife  are  among 
the  most  valued  members  of  the  United  Brethren 
Church,  and  they  are  identified  with  its  every  good 
work. 

The  reader's  attention  is  invited  to  a  lithographic 
view  of  Mr.  Hager's  fine  estate  with  the  commodi- 
ous residence  and  other  substantial  improvements. 


E!*^ 


^-^EORGE  B.  THORP,  well-known  as  one  of 
(if  the  most  enterprising  and  sagacious  farmers 
^3&(  ot  Sunfield  Township,  is  a  fine  representa- 
tive of  the  class  that  has  done  so  much  toward  the 
upbuilding  of  Eaton  County  and  establishing  its 
prosperity  on  a  firm  foundation.  Mr.  Thorp  was 
born  in  Clarkston,  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  Febru- 
ary 2,  1843,  and  is  a  son  of  John  F.  and  Phidelia 
(Moore)  Thorp,  natives  respectively  of  the  States 
of  New  York  and  Vermont.  Asa  Thorp,  the  pa- 
ternal grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  also  a  native 
of  the  Empire  State,  while  his  grandfather  Moore 
was  a  native  of  Vermont.  He  was  killed  by  being 
thrown  from  a  horse  when  the  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject was  a  child. 

John  F.  Thorp  was  a  farmer  in  moderate  circum- 
stances. He  was  married  in  his  native  State,  and 
continued  to  live  there  until  1856,  when  he  emigra- 
ted with  his  family  to  Marshall,  Mich.  In  1859 
he  removed  with  his  wife  and  children  to  Eaton 
County,  and  for  three  years  they  lived  where  our 
subject  now  resides.  They  then  went  to  Calhoun 
County,   where   they   passed  their  remaining  days, 
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the  father  dying  in  March,  1887,  at  the  venerable 
age  of  eighty-four  years,  and  the  mother  dying  at 
the  advanced  age  of  seventy-nine  in  September, 
1890.  They  were  both  true  Christians  and  church 
members  who  led  exemplary  lives.  The  father  was 
sound  in  his  political  views  and  gave  stanch  adher- 
ence to  the  Democratic  party.  He  and  his  good 
wife  were  the  parents  of  these  three  children :  John 
H„  a  farmer  in  Pike  County,  111.;  George  B. ;  and 
Asa,  a  farmer  in  Calhoun  County. 

Our  subject  was  thirteen  years  old  when  the 
family  came  to  Michigan.  Previous  to  that  time 
his  boyhood  had  been  passed  on  a  farm  in  his  na- 
tive town,  where  he  gained  his  education  in  the 
local  public  schools.  He  remained  with  his  parents 
until  he  was  twenty-one,  and  gave  them  his  help  in 
carrying  on  his  farm.  When  he  attained  his  ma- 
jority, he  became  a  farmer  on  his  own  account  on 
rented  land,  and  also  worked  out  by  the  month. 
Later  he  bought  a  farm  in  the  town  of  Lee,  Cal- 
houn County,  where  he  actively  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits  until  he  sold  his  place  there  in 
1883. 

Mr.  Thorp  then  located  on  the  farm  that  he  now 
occupies  on  sections  11  and  14,  Sunfield  Township, 
making  his  home  on  the  former  section.  He  had 
previously  bought  this  place  of  his  father,  and 
when  he  located  upon  it  eighteen  years  ago  there 
were  not  over  twelve  acres  cleared.  He  has  wrought 
a  wonderful  change  since  that  time,  having  seventy- 
five  acres  of  it  cleared  and  under  the  best  of  cul- 
tivation, and  in  all  one  hundred  and  five  acres 
cleared.  He  has  erected  a  neat  and  comfortable 
residence  and  all  the  necessary  out-buildings,  in- 
cluding three  large  barns,  the  finest  in  the  town, 
that  are  respectively  34x60,  42x72  and  32x60  feet 
in  dimensions,  and  all  are  very  conveniently  ar- 
ranged and  well  adapted  to  the  various  uses  for 
which  they  are  designed.  All  the  improvements 
are  the  result  of  his  own  labors  and  constitute  this 
the  most  desirable  farm  in  the  township  in  many 
respects.  The  reader  will  be  pleased  to  notice  a 
view  of  this  fine  estate  on  another  page. 

September  3, 1870,  is  the  date  of  the  marriage  of 
Mr.  Thorp  and  Miss  Betsey  Carpenter  of  Calhoun 
County,  and  in  his  wife  our  subject  has  found  a 
true  home-maker,  who  has  contributed  in  no   small 


measure  to  his  comfort,  happiness  and  prosperity. 
Mrs.  Thorp  was  born  in  the  town  of  Lee,  Calhoun 
County,  in  1854,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Zelotus  and 
Thankful  Carpenter,  residents  of  that  county.  Her 
marriage  with  our  subject  has  been  blessed  to 
them  by  the  birth  of  five  children,  whom  they 
have  named  Loran,  Minnie,  Mina,  Loran  and  Per- 
cie,  all  of  whom  are  living,  except  Loran  the 
eldest. 

Our  subject  is  eminently  a  self-made  and  self- 
educated  man,  as  will  be  be  seen  by  a  perusal  of 
this  brief  sketch  of  his  career.  He  possesses  a 
clear,  well-balanced  intellect,  is  exceptionally  well- 
informed,  and  is  one  of  those  companionable,  genial 
men  who  easily  win  regard  and  retain  it  by  their 
uncompromising  rectitude  in  deed  and  word.  He 
has  displayed  uncommon  enterprise  and  activity 
in  the  prosecution  of  his  calling  and  is  well-de- 
serving of  the  success  that  has  followed  his  efforts. 
Although  he  favors  the  Democratic  party  in  poli- 
tics, he  is  independent  enough  to  vote  for  the  man 
rather  than  for  the  party.  Socially,  he  is  connected 
with  the  Alliance  and  with  the  Patrons  of  Industry. 


-3K- 
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AMUEL  R.  WILLISON.  This  old  soldier 
and  progressive  farmer  is  well  known  in 
Barry  County,  which  has  been  his  home 
for  more  than  half  a  century.  His  home 
consists  of  two  hundred  acres  in  Barry 
Township,  on  which  he  has  lived,  since  he  was 
brought  to  the  county  by  his  father  in  1837.  Here 
he  has  a  fine  large  dwelling  of  substantial  construc- 
tion, which  was  built  in  1887,  and  other  buildings 
such  as  the  work  carried  on  makes  necessary.  Mr. 
Willison  raises  all  kinds  of  stock  and  carries  on 
diversified  farming.  He  has  an  additional  two 
hundred  acres  in  the  township  and  the  entire  prop- 
erty is  valuable  and  remunerative. 

Our  subject  is  a  grandson  of  William  Willison, 
who  was  born  in  Ireland  and  came  to  America  when 
sixteen  years  old.  Soon  afterward  he  joined  the 
Revolutionary  forces  and  fought  bravely  in  behalf 
of  the  Colonies.  He  married  and  located  in  New 
York,  where  his  son  Samuel  was  born  in  1797.  That 
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gentleman  made  the  journey  to  Michigan  with  ox- 
teams,  in  the  days  when  wild  game  was  plentiful, 
Indians  numerous  and  white  settlers  few  in  Barry 
County.  He  had  bought  a  tract  of  land  from 
Gen.  Wordsworth,  who  lived  in  Geneseo,  N.  Y., 
and  upon  it  he  built  a  log  shanty  covered  with 
bark,  in  which  to  shelter  his  family.  He  often 
brought  provisions  on  his  back  from  Kalamazoo, 
but  as  years  passed  he  enjoyed  more  of  the  com- 
forts and  conveniences  of  existence.  He  lived  to 
see  a  great  change  in  the  once  wild  region,  the 
year  of  his  death  being  1866.  His  wife  was  Eliza- 
beth Banks,  who  was  born  in  Connecticut  in  1800 
and  died  in  1850,  leaving  two  children,  both  still 
surviving. 

The  birthplace  of  Samuel  R.  Willison  was  Alle- 
gany County,  N.  Y.,  and  his  natal  day  July  12, 
1835.  Having  been  but  a  child  when  brought  to 
this  State  he  scarcely  recalls  any  other  home.  Here 
he  associated  with  Indians  so  freely  that  he  could 
talk  their  language  readily,  and  here  he  enjoyed 
some  of  the  sports  as  well  as  toils  of  the  pioneer 
life.  His  education  was  mainly  obtained  in  the 
district  school  held  in  the  old-fashioned  log  school- 
house,  but  he  had  the  advantage  of  attending  a 
select  school  one  year.  He  remained  under  his  fa- 
ther's roof  until  he  was  of  age,  when  he  began 
farming  for  himself,  an  occupation  which  was  in- 
terrupted by  the  Civil  War. 

Mr.  Willison  entered  the  service  in  the  fall  of 
1862  as  a  member  of  Company  C,  Second  Michi- 
gan Infantry,  under  the  command  of  Col.  Poe.  He 
joined  the  regiment  at  Upton  Hill,  Va.,  and  be- 
sides skirmishes  innumerable,  took  part  in  eleven 
heavy  engagements.  Among  these  were  Fredericks- 
burg, Yicksburg,  Knoxville,  the  Wilderness, 
Spottsylvania,  North  Anna  River  and  Cold  Harbor. 
During  the  grand  charge  at  the  last  named,  where 
one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  men  were  ordered 
to  advance — the  greatest  charge  in  the  history  of 
the  war — he  received  an  injury  which  occasioned 
the  loss  of  his  right  leg.  He  was  sent  to  Finley 
Hospital  at  Washington  and  after  a  time  transferred 
to  Detroit,  where  he  was  discharged  in  March,  1865. 

During  the  year  1866  Mr.  Willison  was  married 
to  Miss  Celinda  Jewett,  who  was  born  in  McHenry 
County,  III,  in  1844,  and  who  was  removed  from 


her  family  by  death  in  1 886.  She  was  a  consistent 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  an  earnest 
Christian,  devoted  wife  and  mother,  and  good 
neighbor.  Six  children  came  to  bless  the  union, 
namely:  Franz,  Clayton,  Lena,  Nelson,  Edith 
and  Roy.  The  last  named  is  deceased.  Lena, 
Franz  and  Clayton  are  graduates  of  the  Hastings 
High  School,  and  Franz  is  now  studying  dentistry 
in  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  Clayton  is  a  physician  with  a 
diploma  from  the  medical  department  of  the  State 
University  at  Ann  Arbor,  and  Homoeopathic  Col- 
lege, Chicago. 

Mr.  Willison  has  given  intelligent  consideration 
to  public  questions  and  is  convinced  that  the  Re- 
publican policy  is  worthy  of  his  support.  He  is 
therefore  a  stanch  member  of  the  party  and 
although  not  a  politician  in  the  ordinary  sense, 
does  his  part  in  carrying  the  day  for  his  favored 
candidates.  He  was  Township  Treasurer  for  a 
number  of  years  and  for  some  years  has  been  con- 
nected with  the  Township  School  Board.  He  has 
been  a  Mason  for  thirty  years  and  as  a  matter  of 
course  belongs  to  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 
He  holds  membership  in  the  Congregational  Church 
and  has  high  standing  in  that  society  and  in  the 
community  at  large. 


RANK  S.  LEIGHTON  has  a  prominent 
place  among  the  farmers  of  Hamlin  Town- 
ship, Eaton  County,  owning  and  operating 
an  estate  of  considerable  value.  Upon  his  farm 
may  be  seen  the  indications  pf  progress  and  energy 
and  many  comforts  find  their  way  to  the  cozy 
home.  Mr.  Leighton  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Soclus,  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  December  8,  1838, 
being  a  son  of  Alvin  and  Aurilla  (Alden)  Leigh- 
ton.  He  received  his  education  in  the  district 
school  and  was  a  youth  fourteen  years  old  when  he 
came  to  Eaton  County  with  his  parents.  Here  he 
assisted  his  father  in  developing  the  farm  and  from 
that  day  has  been  connected  with  the  agricultural 
progress  of  this  section. 

December    11,    1867,   Mr.   Leighton    and  Miss 
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Maria  Barr  were  united  in  marriage.  The  bride 
was  born  in  Eaton  County  July  5,  1843,  and  is  an 
intelligent  and  well-bred  lady.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Leighton  have  bad  three  children,  but  mourn  the 
loss  of  two:  Mary  B.,  who  was  born  August  23, 
1868,  and  died  April  24,  1873,  and  Jesse  IL,  born 
March  5,  1870,  and  died  May  7,  1873;  Fanny,  who 
was  born  August  27,  1872,  is  now  studying  in  the 
High  School,  of  Eaton  Rapids. 

Mr.  Leighton  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Re- 
publican party.  He  was  honored  by  being  elected 
Justice  of  the  Peace  and  served  with  honor  to  him- 
self and  constituents,  and  in  each  of  the  various 
public  positions  to  which  he  has  been  called  he  has 
proved  faithful  to  every  duty  and  true  to  every 
obligation.  Methodical  and  exact  by  habit  and 
conscientiously  earnest  in  all  his  undertakings  he 
has  proven  himself  a  competent  business  man.  As 
a  citizen  he  stands  deservedly  high  in  the  esteem 
of  all  who  know  him.  His  life  has  been  a  busy 
one,  but  no  obstacle  has  ever  made  him  swerve 
from  the  path  of  duty  or  abandon  the  end  in 
view. 

LVIN  LEIGHTON.  It  was  the  privilege 
of  the  late  Mr.  Leighton  not  only  to  watch 
much  of  the  growth  of  Eaton  County,  but 
also  to  materially  aid  its  advancement  as 
a  great  agricultural  center.  He  possessed  in  a  rare 
degree  those  sterling  qualities  which  mark  him  as 
a  man  of  uprightness  of  character,  while  his  unas- 
suming kindness  won  for  him  the  esteem  of  his 
fellow-eitizens.  The  political  issues  of  the  times 
were  always  interesting  to  him  and  he  gave  his 
unswerving  allegiance  to  the  Republican  party. 
His  cultured  mind  and  thoughtful  views  on  all 
subjects  of  general  interest  made  his  opinion  of 
worth  and  his  advice  of  value,  and  his  memory 
to-day  is  revered  by  the  citizens  of  the  county, 
who  owe  their  present  prosperity  to  such  as  he. 

Mr.  Leighton  was  born  in  the  State  of  Maine 
February  3,  1809,  and  when  ten  years  old  accom- 
panied his  father  to  the  State  of  New  York,  the 
Journey  being  made  in  a  one-horse  'vehicle,  which 
was  on  wheels  or  runners  as  the  roads  demanded. 
In  Wayne  County,  where  they  located,  our  subject 


grew  to  a  vigorous  manhood  and  at  the  age  of 
twenty- four  years  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Aurilla  Alden,  April  19,  1833.  After  that 
interesting  event  the  young  couple  settled  in  the 
town  of  Sodus,  where  they  lived  until  1854.  Then, 
trading  his  farm  for  land  in  Michigan,  Mr.  Leigh- 
ton brought  his  family  to  this  State  and  located  in 
Hamlin  Township,  where  he  resided  until  death 
called  him  hence.  When  he  settled  there  it  was 
comparatively  unimproved,  but  through  his  labors 
the  wilderness  was  made  to  bloom  as  the  rose. 

Of  the  union  of  Aivin  and  Aurilla  Leighton  six 
children  were  born,  all  of  whom  reached  years  of 
maturity:  George  J.  gave  his  life  in  the  service 
of  his  country  in  the  late  war,  enlisting  in  the 
Sixth  Michigan  Infantry  and  dying  at  Port  Hud- 
son; Malinda  (Mrs.  G.  Hogle)  died  in  1880;  Alden 
resides  in  Montague,  this  State,  and  has  been  twice 
married;  Sarah  was  united  in  marriage  with  Lucius 
A.  Giddings  and  lives  in  Eaton  Rapids;  Frank  S., 
of  Hamlin  Township,  whose  sketch  appears  in  this 
connection;  and  Urana,  who  is  the  wife  of  William 
P.  Brown,  of  Ellendale,  Dak.  The  wife  and  mother 
departed  this  life  March  19,  1856,  and  Mr.  Leigh- 
ton afterward  married  Mrs.  Sarah  Hill,  widow  of 
William  Hill. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  found  in  Mr. 
Leighton  an  active  worker,  ever  willing  to  pro- 
mote the  best  interests  of  religion,  even  at  the  sac- 
rifice of  personal  comfort.  Strict  integrity  char- 
acterized all  his  dealings  and  his  word  was  always 
as  good  as  his  bond.  He  was  a  strong  advocate  of 
temperance  principles,  and  whatever  he  deemed 
calculated  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  com- 
munity. His  widow  at  present  resides  with  her 
step-son,  and  is  now  in  the  eighty-sixth  year  of 
her  age.  She  is  a  sincere  Christian  and  has  been  a 
consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  for  more  than  sixty-four  years. 


AVID  BARR,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  1838, 
and  a  man  of  prominence  in  Hamlin  Town- 
ship, Eaton  County,  was   born  in  Rowe, 
Franklin    County,   Mass.,   November  26, 
1800,  and  was  a  son  of  John  Barr,  a  soldier  in  the 
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War  of  1812.  The  great-grandfather  was  a  Scotch 
nobleman  who  fled  from  Scotland  on  account  of 
the  wrath  of  his  father  for  marrying  a  peasant 
girl.  David  Barr  received  a  liberal  education,  pos- 
sessed a  retentive  memory,  and  by  close  appli- 
cation to  his  studies,  became  well  informed.  When 
a  young  man  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  Gen- 
esee County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage  March  9,  1826,  with  Miss  Mary  Skinner. 

Mrs.  Barr  was  born  in  Franklin  County,  Mass., 
January  19,  1809,  and  after  her  union  with  our 
subject  they  located  in  Genesee  County,  where  they 
sojourned  until  1838.  Mr.  Barr  then  removed  to 
Michigan  with  his  family  and  settled  west  of  Spice- 
ville,  where  he  made  a  small  clearing  and  erected 
a  cabin,  into  which  he  moved  before  there  were 
any  doors  or  windows.  The  rude  cabin  had  a 
puncheon  floor,  while  the  furniture  consisted  of 
benches  and  bedsteads  made  of  tamarack  poles. 
During  the  first  year  they  suffered  innumerable 
hardships  and  privations,  but  gradually  evolved 
a  pleasant  homestead  from  the  primeval  wilder- 
ness. Wild  whortleberries  were  plentiful,  and 
these  Mrs.  Barr  used  to  gather  and  make  into  pies, 
destitute  of  both  sugar  and  shortening.  Game  was 
abundant  and  deer  would  often  pass  through  the 
door  yard. 

Mr.  Barr  and  his  good  wife  became  the  parents 
of  six  children,  namely:  John  W.,  born  April  19, 
1827,  who  died  in  Michigan  November  21,  1842; 
George  C,  born  July  4,  1828,  now  a  resident  of 
Nebraska,  has  been  twice  married,  his  second  wife 
bearing  the  maiden  name  of  Adelaide  Ware,  of 
Barry  County,  and  during  the  Civil  War  he 
enlisted  as  a  soldier  in  defense  of  the  Union  in  the 
Twenty-Fourth  Michigan  Infantry;  Martha,  born 
March  29,  1830,  died  October  29,  1850;  Mary 
E.,  born  December  5,  1836,  died  April  17,  1851; 
Maria,  born  July  5,  1843,  is  the  wife  of  F.  S. 
Leighton;  Lucretta,  born  August  9,  1847,  died  in 
infancy. 

A  man  of  considerable  local  prominence,  Mr. 
Barr  held  many  offices  and  was  a  strong  anti- 
slavery  man  and  a  stanch  Republican.  He  served 
as  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  was  thoroughly  posted 
in  the  affairs  of  the  community.  He  was  one  of 
eight  who  assisted  in   organizing  the  Congrega- 


tional Church  and  became  the  first  Deacon  of  the 
little  congregation ;  he  was  also  a  Deacon  while 
residing  in  New  York.  His  strict  integrity  caused 
him  to  be  highly  regarded  by  all  who  knew  him 
and  in  him  was  placed  the  utmost  confidence. 
All  felt  the  loss  of  this  good  man  when  he  passed 
from  earth  May  12,  1857.  His  wife  survived  until 
December  7, 1886,  when  she  too  passed  to  the  great 
beyond.  She  was  a  woman  of  sterling  worth  and 
a  sincere  Christian. 


ILLIAM  W.  LATTY.  A  traveler  in  Barry 
Couifty  will  see  man}T  farms  whereon  are 
buildings  that  compare  favorably  with 
those  in  the  towns,  and  surroundings  that  merit 
remark.  One  of  these  is  owned  and  occupied  by 
Mr.  Latty  and  is  situated  in  Assyria  Township, 
the  estate  comprising  one  hundred  and  fifteen 
acres  of  fine  land  on  sections  11  and  14.  This 
property  has  been  improved  by  the  present  owner 
who  has  made  many  arrangements  for  the  comfort 
of  those  who  dwell  here  and  the  shelter  of  stock 
and  crops.  The  buildings  are  substantial  and  of 
pleasing  design,  and  two  thrifty  orchards  furnish 
an  abundance  of  apples,  peaches  and  pears.  The 
principal  grain  crop  is  wheat  and  the  chief  animals 
fine- wool  sheep.  The  Percheron  strain  of  horses 
is  favored  by  Mr.  Latty  and  the  other  domestic 
animals  are  of  good  breeds. 

Wells  Latty,  father  of  William  W.,  was  born 
and  reared  on  a  farm  in  Connecticut,  and  when  a 
young  man  went  to  Pennsylvania.  At  Cory  he 
made  the  acquaintance  of  Miss  Elizabeth  Cory,  a 
native  of  that  place,  and  with  her  he  was  united 
in  marriage.  They  went  toScipio  (now  Republic), 
Seneca  County,  Ohio,  where  the  husband  engaged 
in  farming.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  gold  excite- 
ment he  made  his  preparations  to  visit  the  coast  and 
in  1849  started  overland  with  a  company  which 
divided  at  a  point  far  out  in  the  mountains  where 
there  were  two  trails.  The  band  with  which  Mr. 
Latty  went  was  never  again  heard  from  and  was 
piobably  massacred,     The   widow,  who   was  hf\ 
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with  three  children,  came  to  this  State  about  1856 
and  located  at  Jonesville,  but  later  removed  to 
Marshall  and  finally  to  Jackson.  She  died  in  the 
last  named  city  in  1885,  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine 
years.  She  made  a  second  marriage  and  had  one 
child  by  this  union.  The  names  of  her  family  are: 
Eliza  Jane,  whose  home  is  in  Grand  Rapids;  Will- 
iam W.,  the  subject  of  this  notice;  G.  Frank,  a 
resident  of  Kalamazoo;  and  Charles,  who  lives  in 
Bay  City. 

Mr.  Latty  was  born  at  Republic,  Seneca  County, 
Ohio,  June  7,  1843,  and  after  his  father's  loss 
made  his  home  with  John  Tinker,  who  proved  a 
benefactor  indeed.  With  him  the  trip  to  Michi- 
gan was  made  in  a  buggy,  and  Hastings  Township, 
Barry  County,  was  selected  for  the  future  home. 
There  3'onng  Latty  grew  to  manhood,  sporting  on 
the  banks  of  the  Thorn  Apple  River  and  joining 
with  his  comrades  in  the  games  of  that  time.  He 
hunted  considerably,  not  deer  and  turkeys  only, 
but  also  the  cows  when  they  strayed  away.  He 
was  very  friendly  with  the  Chippewas  and  became 
somewhat  familiar  with  their  language.  His  school- 
ing consisted  of  two  winter  terms  in  a  log  school- 
house,  but  he  gained  a  large  amount  of  practical 
knowledge  regarding  the  things  of  nature  and  the 
duties  of  life.  When  fifteen  years  old  he  engaged 
as  a  farm  hand  in  Eckford  Township,  Calhoun 
County,  then  passed  a  winter  in  a  stave  factor}'  in 
the  same  township.  The  ensuing  summer  he  worked 
on  a  farm  in  Battle  Creek  Township  and  in  the 
fall  drifted  to  the  north  woods  where  he  scaled 
and  marked  logs  for  a  company  on  the  Muskegon 
River. 

In  the  spring  Mr.  Latty  returned  to  Battle 
Creek  and  continued  as  a  farm  hand  in  that  vicin- 
ity until  1861,  when  he  volunteered  and  was  en- 
rolled in  Company  H,  Forty-second  Illinois  Infan- 
try. A  body  was  started  as  an  independent 
regiment  to  be  called  Douglas  Brigade,  but  on 
arrival  at  Chicago  it  was  made  a  part  of  the 
Forty-second  Illinois.  The  regiment  was  sent 
to  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  from  there  into  Ken- 
tucky, and  was  present  at  the  capture  of  Colum- 
bus. Mr.  Latty  aided  in  the  bombardment  and 
capture  of  Island  No.  10,  in  the  battles  of  Shiloh 
and   Farmingion,   the  siege  of    Corinth  and   the 


fight  at  Boonevilie.  He  was  then  taken  sick  and 
was  in  the  field  hospital  at  Farmington,  Miss.,  until 
he  began  to  convalesce,  when  he  was  sent  to  Jef- 
ferson Barracks,  Mo.,  and  there  was  honorably  dis- 
charged September  22, 1862,  on  account  of  physical 
disability. 

Returning  to  Battle  Creek  Mr.  Latty  rusticated 
until  his  strength  was  restored,  and  he  again  en- 
listed, his  second  term  beginning  November  10, 
1862,  and  he  being  a  member  of  Company  L, 
Second  Missouri  Cavalry,  which  was  known  as 
Merrill's  Horse.  He  was  mustered  in  at  War- 
rington, Mo.,  where  the  regiment  was  stationed, 
and  during  the  summer  of  1863  took  part  in  nu- 
merous skirmishes  with  bushwhackers  and  raids 
against  them.  Merrill's  Horse  did  good  work  in 
dispersing  the  guerrilla  bands  in  that  section  and 
in  1864  joined  the  Little  Rock  expedition.  Our 
subject  fought  in  the  battle  of  Bayou  Meto,  Ark., 
took  part  in  the  siege  of  Little  Rock,  in  Steele's 
expedition  to  relieve  Banks,  battle  of  Camden  and 
the  forced  march  back  to  the  Little  Missouri  River, 
the  fight  at  Saline  River  being  an  incident  of  the 
march.  The  rest  of  the  fall  was  spent  by  him  at 
Duvall's  Bluff,  Ark.,  in  garrison  duty  and  care  of 
the  horse  recruiting  depot.  In  Marcb,  1865,  be 
went  to  Memphis,  then  joined  the  balance  of  the 
regiment  at  Chattanooga  and  remained  until  the 
1st  of  September,  when  they  were  ordered  to 
Nashville.  When  discharged  September  19,  Mr. 
Latty  held  the  rank  of  Corporal.  During  his  last 
enlistment  he  was  on  detached  service  as  Orderly 
at  the  Division  and  Regimental  Headquarters,  at 
Duvall's  Bluff,  being  under  Gens.  Carr  and  David- 
son and  Col.  Merrill. 

When  his  army  life  was  over  Mr.  Latty  returned 
to  Michigan  and  during  the  season  of  1866  worked 
on  a  farm  in  Leroy  Township,  Calhoun  County, 
on  shares.  He  then  went  to  Allegan  County  and 
bought  forty  acres  in  Ganges  Township  on  the 
lake  shore.  It  was  a  fine  fruit  farm  and  its  new 
owner  engaged  in  horticulture,  but  becoming  dis- 
couraged sold  the  property  and  in  the  spring  of 
1873  bought  seventy-five  acres  of  his  present 
estate.  To  this  he  subsequently  added  forty  acres 
adjoining.  In  connection  with  his  own  farming 
and  fruit-raising  he  represents  Henry  Sears  &  Co., 
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nurserymen  of  Geneva,  N.  Y.,  and  he  is  agent  for 
the  Barry  &  Eaton  Insurance  Company,  of  which 
he  is  one  of-  the  Directors. 

At  the  bride's  home  in  Battle  Creek  Township, 
Calhoun  County,  September  30,  1866,  Mr.  Latty 
was  married  to  Miss  Agnes  E.  Morgan.  This 
lady  was  born  in  Tompkins  County,  N.  Y.,  Febru- 
ary 14,  1848,  and  is  a  daughter  of  George  F.  and 
Ellen  (Stout)  Morgan  who  were  born  in  the  same 
county  as  their  daughter.  She  was  seven  years  old 
when  the  family  came  to  Michigan  and  her  educa- 
tion was  completed  in  the  district  schools  here. 
She  is  a  well-informed  and  kind-hearted  woman, 
capable  and  energetic,  and  without  neglecting  her 
home  takes  a  part  in  benevolent  and  social  enter- 
prises of  the  vicinity.  The  children  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Latty  are  seven  in  number,  named  respec- 
tively: Elva,  Ella  M.,  Lottie  A.,  Ernest  W., 
Frank  J.,  Edith  A.  and  Nellie  E.  The  tirst-born 
died  when  three  years  old ;  Ella  is  now  attending 
Krug's  Business  College  at  Battle  Creek;  the  others 
are  studying  at  home. 

Whitman  Morgan,  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Latty, 
was  a  native  of  Connecticut  and  a  pioneer  in 
Tompkins  County,  N.  Y.  He  was  a  well-to-do 
farmer  and  his  son  George  followed  the  same  occu- 
pation. In  1855  the  latter  came  to  Calhoun 
County,  this  State,  and  for  some  years  fanned  in 
Battle  Creek  Township.  He  finally  retired  to  the 
city  of  that  name,  where  he  died  in  1867.  He  was 
a  soldier  in  the  late  war  and  served  from  Novem- 
ber 10,  1862,  until  September,  1863,  when  he  was 
discharged  for  physical  disability.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  Company  L,  Second  Missouri  Cavalry.  His 
wife  was  the  daughter  of  Jonathan  Stout  who  was 
born  in  New  Jersey  and  for  years  was  a  black- 
smith at  Dryden,  N.  Y.  Mrs.  Morgan  lived  in 
Battle  Creek  until  the  fall  of  1889,  when  she  took 
up  her  residence  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Latty  and  died 
at  their  home  July  20,  1890.  She  was  a  member 
of  the  Congregational  church.  Her  only  surviv- 
ing children  are  Mrs.  Latty  and  George  C,  whose 
home  is  in  Grand  Rapids. 

Mr.  Latty  was  appointed  Notary  Public  during 
Gov.  Luce's  first  term.  He  was  Justice  of  the 
Peace  four  years,  Township  Treasurer  two  terms, 
and  Drainage  Commissioner,  Township  Supervisor 


and  Highway  Commissioner  each  one  term.  While  a 
member  of  the  County  Board  he  was  on  the  Com- 
mittee of  Equalization  and  superintended  the 
building  of  the  Township  House.  For  years  he 
has  been  connected  with  the  School  Board.  An 
ardent  Democrat,  Mr.  Latty  has  belonged  to  the 
County  Central  Committee  for  years  and  has  fre- 
quently been  a  delegate  to  county  conventions.  He 
belongs  to  Edward  F.  Cox  Post,  No.  122,  G.  A.  R., 
at  Assyria,  and  was  Commander  three  terms.  He 
is  connected  with  a  Masonic  lodge  at  Bellevue, 
and  he  and  his  wife  belong  to  the  Farmers'  Alli- 
ance. Both  are  members  of  the  Protestant  Meth- 
odist Church  in  Assyria — of  which  he  has  been 
Steward,  and  Mrs.  Latty  is  connected  with  the 
Ladies'  Aid  Society. 


L^IRAM  A.  BARBER,  M.  D.  Among  the 
medical  practitioners  of  Barry  County  none 
stand  higher  than  Dr.  Barber,  whose  office 
is  in  Hastings,  in  and  around  which  city  he 
has  a  large  practice.  He  is  a  thorough  believer  in 
the  principles  of  the  homoeopathic  school  and  has 
met  with  great  success  in  applying  them,  thus  re- 
storing to  health  and  strength  many  sufferers  and 
removing  a  burden  from  the  minds  of  hosts  of 
those  to  whom  the  sick  were  dear.  As  Dr.  Barber 
has  only  reached  the  top  of  the  hill  of  life,  he  has 
before  him,  as  far  as  human  eyes  can  see,  many 
years  in  which  to  continue  the  good  work  in  which 
he  is  engaged  and  make  further  investigations  in 
the  interests  of  humanity. 

The  parents  of  Dr.  Barber  were  born  in  Orleans 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  bore  the  names  of  Calvin  and 
Harriet  (Baldwin)  Barber.  They  are  numbered 
among  the  first  settlers  of  Clinton  County,  this 
State,  to  which  they  came  in  1839.  They  took  up  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  to  which  they 
could  only  make  their  way  by  chopping  away  the 
fallen  trees  anfl  underbrush  that  impeded  their  prog- 
ress. They  built  a  log  house  in  the  depths  of  the 
forest  and  gradually  surrounded  themselves  with 
comfortable  arrangements,  enduring  great  hardships 
and  sparing  themselves  no  toil  while  building  up 
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their  pioneer  home.  During  the  first  two  years  of 
their  residence  there,  they  went  seventy-five  miles 
to  mill  and  twenty-live  miles  after  their  mail. 

Mr.  Barber  cleared  two  hundred  acres  of  land 
and  lived  thereon  until  the  country  around  him 
was  dotted  with  villages,  crossed  with  railroads  and 
enlivened  by  the  hum  of  manufacturing  establish- 
ments. He  then  went  to  Houston  County,  Minn., 
where  he  continued  his  farming  operations  until  his 
death  in  1875.  His  wife  survived  until  1889. 
Both  governed  their  lives  according  to  the  precepts 
Of  Christianity,  being  consistent  members  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  and  Mr.  Barber  was  a  Republi- 
can in  politics.  They  reared  a  family  of  eight 
children,  but  all  who  now  survive  are  our  subject; 
William  E.,  a  farmer  in  Northern  Minnesota,  and 
Caroline  A.,  wife  of  DeWitt  C.  Sherman,  a  farmer 
in  Eaton  County. 

Dr.  Barber  was  born  in  Clinton  County,  March 
22,  1845,  and  spent  the  first  eighteen  years  of  his 
life  on  the  farm.  He  received  a  common-school 
education,  and  after  completing  the  course  of  study 
taught  in  his  native  county  and  alternated  his  pro- 
fessional work  with  attendance  at  the  school  in 
Lansing.  He  thus  added  to  his  knowledge  and 
more  thoroughly  fitted  himself  for  the  work  of  his 
later  years.  In  1864  young  Barber  carried  out  his 
desire  to  enter  the  Union  array  and  became  a  mem- 
ber of  Company  I,  Fourth  Michigan  Infantry,  with 
which  he  served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  His 
soldierly  qualities  and  unswerving  loyalty  were 
recognized  by  his  comrades  and  the  officers  whom 
he  so  promptly  and  cheerfully  obeyed. 

Having  determined  to  become  a  physician  young 
Barber  read  medicine  for  a  considerable  time,  pur- 
suing his  studies  in  the  Medical  Department  of  the 
State  University  at  Ann  Arbor.  He  subsequently 
•  went  to  Chicago  and  took  a  course  of  lectures  in 
Hahnemann  College  in  the  winter  of  1869-70,  and 
received  therefrom  the  degree  of  an  M.  D.  Choos- 
ing Nashville,  Barry  County,  as  the  seat  of  his 
labors,  he  opened  an  office  and  remained  in  that 
place  until  1887,  when  he  sold  his  practice  to  Dr. 
McLaren  and  came  to  Hastings.  He  has  not  only 
succeeded  in  the  high  sense  of  winning  respect  and 
alleviating  suffering,  but  his  labors  have  resulted 
in  the  accumulation  of  sufficient  worldly  goods  to 


enable  him  to  own  a  beautiful  home  and  hold  stock 
in  the  Furniture  Company  of  Hastings. 

The  wife  of  Dr.  Barber  is  a  native  of  Watertown, 
Clinton  County,  and  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Elizabeth  Blair.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Russell  and 
Fannie  Blair,  and  is  a  lady  of  great  intelligence, 
Christian  virtues  and  domestic  ability.  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Barber  have  but  one  child  living,  a  son,  Clar- 
ence H.,  who  is  also  a  graduate  of  the  Hahnemann 
Medical  College,  Chicago,  and  is  now  associated 
with  his  father  in  the  practice  of  his  chosen  pro- 
fession. He  is  a  member  with  his  parents  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  and  gives  promise  of  carrying 
on  his  father's  work  in  an  able  manner.  Dr.  Bar- 
ber is,  as  a  matter  of  course,  identified  with  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  he  also  belongs 
to  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  the  Knights 
of  Pythias  and  the  Masonic  order.  In  his  politi- 
cal views  he  is  and  always  has  been  a  Republican. 


AMUEL  CURRY.  Among  the  intelligent, 
public  spirited  and  energetic  farmers  of 
Eaton  County  mention  should  be  made  of 
Mr.  Curry,  who  is  an  old  settler  of  Eaton 
Township.  His  fine  farm  consists  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  on  section  22,  where  a  full  line  of 
farm  buildings  has  been  erected  and  many  provis- 
ions made  for  the  comfort  of  the  occupants,  the 
shelter  of  stock  and  the  storage  of  stock  and  imple- 
ments. Even  a  cursory  observer  would  be  con- 
vinced that  Mr.  Curry  is  a  man  of  good  judgment, 
zeal  in  the  prosecution  of  whatever  he  takes  in 
hand,  and  desire  to  keep  up  with  the  times. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  Joseph  and  Jane 
(Archibald)  Curry,  were  born  in  Pennsylvania  and 
both  are  believed  to  have  been  of  Irish  lineage. 
The  father  of  Mrs.  Curry  belonged  to  the  Colonial 
army  and  fought  in  many  battles  of  the  memorable 
struggle  for  American  independence.  The  Curry s 
were  living  in  Harrison  County,  Ohio,  when  their 
son  Samuel  was  born,  he  coming  as  a  Christmas 
gift  to  them  in  1819.  He  received  the  rudiments 
of  an  education  under  the  roof  of  a  log  school- 
house  and  used  his  natural  ability  in  adding  to  his, 
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fund  of  information  in  various  ways,  both  in  and 
out  of  school.  He  was  in  his  seventeenth  year  when 
he  went  with  his  parents  to  what  is  now  Ashland 
County,  where  he  remained  until  after  he  had  at- 
tained to  man's  estate. 

Realizing  the  pleasure  and  cheer  that  would  be 
brought  to  his  home  by  a  good  wife  Mr.  Curry 
won  for  his  companion  Miss  Mary  Summers,  a 
Buckeye  lady,  with  whom  he  was  united  in  No- 
vember, 1842.  She  bore  him  four  children  who 
were  named  respectively  Latimer,  Mary  J.,  Daniel 
and  Louisa  A.  Of  this  circle  Mary  is  deceased, 
the  sons  are  living  in  Eaton  Township,  and  Louisa 
is  the  wife  of  George  Andrews,  of  Charlotte.  When 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Curry  determined  to  come  to  Michi- 
gan in  1853  their  family  included  two  children. 
Mr.  Curry  hired  a  couple  of  men  with  teams  to 
bring  the  family  and  household  goods  to  the  new 
home  and  they  were  seven  days  in  making  the  jour- 
ney to  Eaton  County.  One  hundred  and  eighty 
acres  of  land  was  purchased,  a  log  house  18x24 
feet  built,  and  in  this  the  family  lived  several 
years.  The  land  was  on  section  14,  Eaton  Town- 
ship, and  was  principally  covered  with  woods, 
which  by  degrees  gave  place  to  cultivated  fields. 
Mrs.  Curry  died  March  4,  1888. 

After  several  years  spent  there  Mr.  Curry  re- 
moved to  his  present  farm.  Besides  this  property 
he  owns  some  valuable  real  estate  in  the  city  of 
Charlotte.  He  married  his  second  wife  February 
12,  1890,  she  being  Mrs.  Clarissa  Wyble,  widow  of 
the  late  Anthony  Wyble,  of  Eaton  County.  By 
her  first  marriage  she  became  the  mother  of  eleven 
children,  those  now  living  being  Anthony,  in  Ches- 
ter Township;  Martha  J.,  wife  of  Peter  Simot  in 
the  same  township;  Alice  A.,  wife  of  Samuel  Clem- 
ents, in  Carmel  Township;  Frank,  in  Chester  Town- 
ship; Emma  J.,  wife  of  Charles  Burnham  in  Battle 
Creek,  and  Fred  B.,  in  Chester  Township.  Mrs. 
Curry  was  born  in  New  York,  her  parents  being 
Bishop  and  Parmelia  (Baker)  Knapp,  whom  she 
accompanied  to  Ohio  when  a  child.  In  Huron 
County  she  was  married  to  Mr.  Wyble  and  in  the 
'50s  they  came  to  Ingham  County,  Mich.  After  liv- 
ing there  a  number  of  years  they  came  to  Eaton 
County  where  the  husband  died  June  3,  1885. 
Mr,  and  Mrs,  Curry  belong   to  the   Methodist 


Episcopal  Church,  and  Mr.  Curry  to  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  As  he  is  among  the  oldest  settlers  in 
his  locality,  he  is  well  known  both  personally  and 
by  reputation,  and  his  years  of  usefulness  and  well- 
doing are  recognized  far  and  near. 


EROY  CUMINGS  is  one  of  the  oldest  set- 
tlers of  Barry  Count}^,  to  which  he  came  in 
■  -  ^  1837,  when  a  lad  thirteen  years  old.  He 
was  born  in  Tompkins  County,  N.  Y.,  July  24/ 
1824,  and  is  next  to  the  youngest  in  a  family  of 
eleven  children.  His  parents,  Thomas  and  Betsey 
(Briggs)  Cumings,  were  born  in  New  England  and 
his  father  fought  in  the  War  of  1812.  When  he 
decided  to  come  West  he  ma<|e  his  first  home  in 
Washtenaw  County,  this  State,  near  Ann  Arbor, 
but  in  a  few  months  changed  his  residence  toBelle- 
vue  Township,  Eaton  County.  He  located  on  land 
that  had  been  entered  by  his  eldest  son  in  1836, 
and  died  four  years  after  establishing  himself  there. 
Mrs.  Cumings  died  at  the  age  of  three-score  and 
ten  years,  in  December,  1869. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  this  sketch 
has  a  vivid  recollection  of  the  journey  hither  and 
of  the  scenes  which  met  his  eyes  when  he  reached 
the  new  home.  There  were  Indians  here,  the  chiefs 
being  Nema  and  Soby  and  game  was  to  be  found 
in  the  forests,  savage  animals  being  encountered 
more  frequently  than  was  pleasant.  A  wolf  once 
came  to  the  door  of  the  Cumings'  home,  and  our 
subject  brought  down  some  deer  with  his  rifle.  He 
attended  the  common  schools,  continuing  his  pur- 
suit of  knowledge,  and  in  the  intervals  of  study 
did  what  he  could  to  help  carry  on  the  homestead. 
When  he  became  of  age  he  hired  out  at  $11  a 
month,  working  in  Emmet  Township,  Calhoun 
County,  the  first  season.  He  then  came  home  and 
the  next  spring  became  an  employe  of  Cleveland 
Ellis,  for  whom  he  worked  three  years.  He  re- 
mained in  the  vicinity  a  year  longer,  then  bought 
some  land  in  the  woods,  paying  $5.25  an  acre  for 
a  quarter-section. 

Mr.  Cumings  soon  sold  half  of  his  tract  of  land 
and  having  put  up  a  log  house  he  settled  down 
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upon  the  place  aud  went  industriously  to  work  to 
clear  it  and  bring  it  under  proper  cultivation.  He 
now  has  fifty  acres  of  improved  land  on  section  9, 
Assyria  Township,  with  whose  condition  he  may 
well  be  pleased,  as  it  is  due  entirely  to  his  own 
efforts.  In  1874  he  put  up  a  good  house  and  barns, 
and  from  time  to  time  other  conveniences  took 
their  place,  while  the  yaid  was  adorned  and  the 
various  parts  of  the  estate  placed  in  first-class 
order.  One  of  the  features  of  the  farm  is  a  fine 
hedge,  and  another  the  well  kept  grounds  around 
the  dwelling.  Mr.  Cumings  gives  his  principal 
attention  to  raising  grain,  for  which  he  finds  a 
ready  market  in  Bellevue,  ten  miles  distant.  He 
keeps  good  grades  of  domestic  animals,  including 
a  goodly  number  of  sheep. 

The  home  comfort  of  Mr.  Cumings  and  his  fam- 
ily is  looked  after, by  the  lady  to  whom  he  was 
married  in  Maple  Grove  December  3,  1850.  She 
was  known  in  her  maidenhood  as  Miss  Narcissa 
Baldwin  and  is  the  eldest  of  nine  children  born  to 
Daniel  and  Sarah  A.  (Farrar)  Baldwin.  She  was 
born  in  New  York  September  12,  1834,  but  her 
parents  removed  to  this  State  during  her  childhood 
and  here  she  was  reared  and  educated.  When  but 
sixteen  years  old  she  taught  one  term  of  school. 
She  was  with  her  parents  until  her  marriage,  learn- 
ing useful  lessons  of  life  and  its  duties.  The  fam- 
ily of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cumings  includes  Griffin,  who 
is  married  and  farming  an  eighty-acre  tract  in 
Assyria  Township;  Ella,  wife  of  N.  V.  Bird,  a 
farmer  in  Johnstown  Township,  Barry  County,  she 
having  been  a  school  teacher  prior  to  her  marriage; 
Peter,  telephone  operator  in  Fremont,  Neb.;  Bes- 
sie, wife  of  A.  Shepard,  a  farmer  in  Assyria  Town- 
ship; Pearlie,  who  lives  at  home  and  is  attending 
Krug's  Business  College  in  Battle  Creek. 

Mrs.  Cumings  is  a  granddaughter  of  Abel  Bald- 
win, who  died  in  Barry  County  some  years  ago. 
He  was  a  millwright  and  came  from  the  East.  He 
was  a  veteran  of  the  War  of  1812.  His  son  Dan- 
iel followed  the  same  occupation  in  New  York,  his 
native  State.  After  his  marriage  to  Miss  Farrar, 
who  was  born  in  Niagara  County  and  was  the 
daughter  of  Peter  Farrar,  a  native  of  Massachu- 
setts, Mr.  Baldwin  came  to  this  State  and  located 
in  Ypsilanti?  where  he  built  a  mill.     He  went  from 


that  place  to  Maple  Grove  and  entered  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres  of  land  on  which  he  built  the 
first  mill  in  the  vicinity,  ceiled  Quaker  Mill.  He 
run  it  for  years  and  also  farmed.  He  likewise  built 
a  mill  in  Assyria  Township  and  carried  it  on;  he 
died  in  February,  1851,  at  the  age  of  forty  years. 
His  widow  afterward  became  the  wife  of  AbelBar- 
num  and  now  lives  in  Bangor,  Berrien  County. 
She  is  seventy-six  years  old  and  has  long  been  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Mr.  Cumings  has  been  School  Director  and  Path- 
master  and  both  he  and  his  wife  belong  to  the 
Patrons  of  Industry  and  the  Farmers'  Alliance  at 
Assyria.  His  political  belief  is  expressed  in  the 
platform  of  the  Greenback  party,  in  the  ranks  of 
which  he  has  been  found  for  several  years.  He  is 
a  steady-going  citizen,  honest  in  his  dealings,  good- 
natured  and  friendly  in  disposition  and  quiet  in 
his  ways.  His  wife  is  looked  upon  as  an  estima- 
ble lady  and  their  circle  of  friends  is  large. 


ffi  OEL  P.  BRITTEN.  Eaton  County  is  prob- 
ably as  well  supplied  with  fine  farm  houses 
and  thoroughly  cultivated  estates  as  any 
county  in  Michigan.  A  number  of  wealthy 
men  have  their  homes  here,  some  of  whom  have 
been  aided  by  that  which  they  inherited,  but  the 
greater  number  have  accumulated  their  property 
by  their  own  unaided  exertions.  Among  this  lat- 
ter number  may  be  mentioned  the  gentleman  whose 
name  heads  this  sketch,  who  is  one  of  the  early  set- 
tlers of  this  county.  His  home  is  on  section  36, 
Eaton  Township.  He  was  born  September  2,  1845, 
and  is  a  native  of  the  same  county  in  which  he  re- 
sides. He  is  the  son  of  Peter  and  Betsey  (DeVoe) 
Britten,  who  were  natives  of  the  State  of  New 
York.  An  uncle  Abram  Britten,  is  said  to  have 
been  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812. 

Peter  Britten,  the  father  of  our  subject,  came 
West  to  Ohio  where  he  remained  for  a  short  time, 
and  from  there  came  to  this  count}',  and  after  a 
short  residence  in  Lenawee  County  he  settled  in 
the  eastern  portion  of  Eaton  Township  on  a  piece 
of  wild  land  which  he  proceeded  to  clear  and  cul- 
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tivate  like  all  the  pioneers  of  those  early  times. 
This  couple  were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  nine 
now  living:  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  Jacob  Decker,  a 
resident  of  Eaton  Rapids;  Sallie  who  married  James 
Picksley,  a  farmer  of  Eaton  Township;  Edward, 
who  resides  at  Eaton  Rapids;  Nancy,  the  wife  of 
Orr  Willis,  of  the  same  place;  Michael,  living  in 
Eaton  Township;  Hannah,  the  wife  of  Adolphus  L. 
Bennett,  a  farmer  of  the  same  township;  Jacob,  re- 
siding in  this  county;  Jane,  the  wife  of  Josiah  Mil- 
burn,  of  Eaton  Rapids ;  and  Joseph  P.  Peter  is  the 
name  of  the  one  deceased.  The  father  died  Decem- 
ber 12,  1874,  and  the  mother  July  28,  1887.  They 
were  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  were  among  the  representative  pioneers  of  this 
section.     In  politics  he  was  Democratic. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  manhood  in  this  county 
and  suffered  some  of  the  hardships  of  pioneer  life, 
while  aiding  his  father  in  clearing  his  land.  He 
has  seen  the  county  grow  from  the  time  when  the 
woods  were  filled  with  deer  and  wild  game  up  to  its 
present  state  of  prosperity.  Like  the  youth  of  that 
time  he  received  but  a  limited  schooling,  and  is 
largely  self-educated,  being  aided  in  after  life  by 
the  help  of  his  wife.  He  was  married  August  8, 
1870,  to  Catherine  Hemminger,  born  in  Wood 
County,  Ohio,  March  30,  1843.  She  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  Frederick  and  Maria  (Willard)  Hemminger, 
natives  of  Pennsylvania.  Mrs.  Britten,  the  wife  of 
our  subject,  came  to  Eaton  County  in  1869,  where 
she  has  since  resided.  The  following  are  the  living 
children  that  were  born  to  her  parents:  Margaret, 
the  wife  of  Lewis  Shenew,  residing  in  Wood  County, 
Ohio;  Susan,  the  wife  of  Andrew  Zettle,  residing 
in  Henry  County,  Ohio;  Jacob  H.,  residing  in  the 
same  county;  Andrew  living  in  Piatt  County,  111.; 
Joshua,  residing  at  Cerro  Gordo,  Piatt  County,  111. ; 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  William  Cox,  residing  in  Wood 
County,  Ohio;  Adam,  residing  in  Piatt  County, 
111.;  Eva,  who  married  John  Robinson,  residing  in 
Piatt  County,  111.;  Ezra,  living  in  Wood  County, 
Ohio;  and  Frederick,  a  resident  of  the  same  county. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Britten  five  children  have  been 
born,  three  now  living — Willard,  Emma  and  Adam. 
The  two  deceased  are  Charles  and  Rosa.  Mr.  Brit- 
ten owns  a  farm  containing  eighty  broad  acres, 
which  has  been  brought  to  its  present  state  of  fer- 


tility by  the  constant  industry  of  himself  and  wife. 
He  is  one  of  the  self-made  men  of  the  county,  and 
is  identified  with  the  Patrons  of  Industry,  and  a 
member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 
He  is  in  favor  of  all  movements  that  tend  to  ad- 
vance the  interests  of  the  township  and  county,  and 
thinks  that  by  casting  his  influence  with  the  Pro- 
hibition party  he  will  sooner  accomplish  the  work. 
Among  the  many  representative  pioneer  families  of 
Eaton  County  there  are  none  more  worthy  of  men- 
tion in  this  Album  than  that  of  the  Brittens.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Britten  enjoy  the  goodwill  of  all  their 
large  circle  of  acquaintances.  Mr.  Britten  has  met 
with  success  financially,  and  his  word  is  taken  as 
readily  as  his  bond.  He  is  held  in  high  esteem  in 
the  business  community  for  his  sterling  integrit}7 
and  upright  dealings. 


ffi  OHN  W.  STRAUSBAUGH,  who  resides  on 
section  18,  Carlton  Township,  is  one  of  the 
large  landowners  of  Barry  County  and  is 
accounted  one  of  its  leading  farmers  and 
stock-raisers.  His  possessions  aggregate  three  hun- 
dred and  ten  acres,  and  of  this  two  hundred  and 
thirty  are  comprised  in  his  home  farm.  He  is  a 
representative  of  one  of  the  pioneer  families  of  this 
community,  his  parents  having  located  on  the 
Strausbaugh  homestead  when  John  was  a  lad  of 
only  four  summers.  His  father,  Michael  Straus- 
baugh, was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  born  in  1818, 
and  became  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Ohio, 
where  he  lived  for  many  years  and  worked  as  a 
day  laborer.  He  was  united  in  marriage  with  Ellen 
Wagner,  who  was  also  a  native  of  the  Keystone 
State,  and  was  the  fifth  child  in  a  family  of  ten 
— two  sons  and  eight  daughters.  By  their  mar- 
riage they  became  the  parents  of  but  one  son 
and  one  daughter — John  W.,  of  this  sketch  and 
Mary  S.,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  John  Carpenter, 
who  resides  in  Carlton  Township.  With  his  wife 
and  children,  Mr.  Strausbaugh  emigrated  to  Michi- 
gan in  an  early  day  and  cast  his  lot  with  the  pio- 
neer settlers  of  Barry  County.  Building  a  log 
cabin  home  hia  family  were  installed  therein  an^liQ 
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turned  his  attention  to  the  development  of  the 
farm,  continuing  its  cultivation  until  his-  death, 
which  occurred  nine  years  after  he  settled  here. 
His  wife  survived  him  many  years  and  died  in 
1883. 

Our  subject  has  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life 
in  Barry  County,  and  with  its  interests  has  been 
prominently  identified  since  early  childhood.  He 
conned  his  lessons  in  its  district  schools,  here  be- 
came familiar  with  the  occupation  of  farming  and 
when  he  had  attained  to  mature  years  he  was  here 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth  Henry, 
daughter  of  J.  W.  Henry,  a  resident  farmer  of 
Carlton  Township.  Her  mother's  maiden  name 
was  Sarah  Henry  and  she  had  nine  Jbrothers  and 
sisters.  Mrs.  Strausbaugh,  who  is  a  native  of  Ohio, 
was  the  third  in  order  of  birth  in  a  family  of  eleven 
children.  The  young  couple  began  their  domestic 
life  upon  their  present  farm  which  has  been  their 
home  continuously  since.  As  before  stated  it  com- 
prises two  hundred  and  thirty  acres  of  valuable 
land  which  pays  to  him  a  golden  tribute  for  its  care 
and  cultivation,  and  in  addition  to  this  he  owns  an 
eighty-acre  tract  in  Irving  Township.  His  fields 
are  well  tilled,  the  fences  kept  in  good  repair  and 
the  whole  appearance  showing  the  care  and  super- 
vision of  an  enterprising  and  progressive  farmer 
and  good  business  manager.  He  is  numbered 
among  the  wealthy  citizens  of  Carlton  Township 
and  of  his  means  he  gives  liberal^  for  the  advance- 
ment of  such  interests  as  are  calculated  to  benefit 
the  community.  In  politics  he  is  a  supporter  of 
Democratic  principles  and  as  every  true  American 
citizen  should  do  he  manifests  an  interest  in  politi- 
cal affairs.  His  long  residence  in  this  county  has 
made  him  well  known  throughout  its  borders  and 
an  upright  life  has  won  him  universal  esteem. 


*S^5S* 


-♦yi 


ON.  JAMES  A.  SWEEZEY  is  a  noted  law- 
yer of  Hastings  who  stands  among  the 
most  eminent  members  of  the  bar  of  Barry 
^  County,  both  for  his  legal  ability  and  for- 
ensic power.  He  is  a  native  of  Long  Island,  born 
1»  the  township  of  Brook  Haven,  Suffolk  County, 


September  28,  1828,  but  by  adoption  is  a  son  of 
Michigan,  having  spent  his  boyhood  and  early 
youth  here.  His  father,  William  Sweezey,  was  born 
on  the  Island,  and  followed  the  sea  twenty  years, 
for  the  greater  part  of  the  time  being  in  command 
of  a  vessel.  He  was  shipwrecked  twice — once  on 
Cape  Hatteras,  where  he  lost  his  all,  having  had  an 
interest  in  the  vessel.  He  came  West  in  1834  and 
took  his  place  among  the  early  settlers  of  Jackson 
County,  this  State.  He  lived  here  many  years, 
dying  in  1887,  known  and  respected  by  citizens 
far  and  near.  He  was  an  earnest  Christian  who 
took  an  active  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  Metho- 
dist Church  and  in  other  worthy  objects,  giving 
liberally  of  his  substance  to  church  and  schools  and 
allowing  no  one  to  go  empty-handed  from  his  door. 

Mr.  Sweezey  bought  two  hundred  and  forty  acres 
of  land,  upon  which  stood  a  log  house  and  which 
had  been  partially  prepared  for  crop  raising.  He 
developed  the  estate  so  as  to  derive  from  it  an 
abundant  income,  and  as  years  passed  by  he  became 
one  of  the  wealthy  men  of  the  county.  He  built 
upon  his  estate  a  fine,  large  house  and  three  commo- 
dious barns.  In  1878  he  retired  from  active  life 
and  moved  into  Norvell,  in  Jackson  Township, 
where  he  spent  the  remaining  years  of  his  life  The 
companion  of  his  joys  and  sorrows  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Hetty  Weeks  and  was  a  native  of  the  Em- 
pire State.  To  them  were  born  eight  children,  of 
whom  the  subject  of  this  biographical  sketch  is  the 
oldest  now  living.  The  other  survivors  are  Dr. 
John  M.,  whose  home  is  in  Bennington,  Switzerland 
County,  Ind. ;  William  C,  an  eminent  physician 
living  in  Olivet,  Osage  County,  Kan.;  and  Mrs. 
Dora  A.  McGregor,  M.  D.,  who  was  graduated  from 
the  Philadelphia  Medical  College  and  is  a  resident 
in  the  last  named  county. 

The  Hon.  James  A.  Sweezey  having  come  to 
Jackson  County  in  his  childhood,  grew  to  the  age 
of  sixteen  years  on  the  farm.  He  studied  the 
science  of  navigation  and  returning  East  went  to 
sea,  spending  two  years  as  a  sailor,  during  a  part  of 
which  time  he  was  in  command  of  a  vessel.  Coming 
again  to  his  home  he  began  the  study  of  law  with 
Bradley  F.  Granger  in  Manchester  and  in  1852  he 
was  admitted  to  the  bar.  In  1851  Mr.  Sweezey 
settled  in  Hastings  and  he  is  now  the  oldest  prac- 
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ticing  lawyer  among  those  who  were  here  when  he 
came. 

After  coming  here  Mr.  Sweezey  bought  four 
hundred  acres  of  land  lying  in  and  around  the  city 
and  built  some  fine  edifices.  Among  the  buildings 
are  two  of  the  largest  barns  in  the  county,  and  one 
of  the  finest  brick  stores  in  the  place.  The  latter 
edifice  was  put  up  in  1868.  The  land  bought  by 
Mr.  Sweezey  was  mostly  timbered  and  he  cleared 
all  but  one  hundred  acres.  Among  the  improve- 
ments that  he  made  is  eight  miles  of  fence  and  no 
citizen  has  done  more  to  build  up  and  improve  this 
locality  than  he. 

In  1856  Mr.  Sweezy  became  Prosecuting  Attor- 
ney and  held  the  office  continuously  four  terms.  He 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  legislature  of  1863-64, 
and  was  re-elected  for  a  second  term.  As  a  law- 
maker, his  knowledge  of  the  principles  of  equity 
and  the  precedents  established  in  the  courts  stood 
him  in  good  stead  and  were  used  for  the  benefit  of 
his  constituency,  to  whom  he  gave  the  full  power 
of  his  intellect  and  sound  judgment.  In  1864  Mr. 
Sweezey  was  made  Regent  of  the  State  University 
and  held  that  office  eight  years.  When  the  High 
School  of  Hastings  was  organized  he  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  School  Board  and  for  many  years 
helped  on  the  good  work  of  advanced  education. 
He  has  repeatedly  been  City  Attorney  and  is  fre- 
quently called  upon  for  his  advice  in  matters  of 
public  moment,  while  those  who  consult  him  in 
their  private  interest  are  legion. 

When  the  Hastings  National  Bank  was  organ- 
ized Mr.  Sweezey  became  one  of  its  Directors.  He 
has  been  a  Mason  for  thirty  years  and  was  the  first 
Odd  Fellow  made  in  Barry  County.  In  the  year 
1873  he  organized  the  first  lodge  of  Knights  of 
Pythias,  of  which  he  was  the  first  Chancellor  Com- 
mander. He  held  the  office  for  several  terms,  and 
in  the  Grand  Lodge  at  Detroit  was  elected  Grand 
Vice  Chancellor  and  the  following  year  at  Saginaw 
was  elected  Grand  Chancellor.  He  was  then  sent 
as  Supreme  Representative  to  the  Supreme  Lodge 
during  the  meetings  at  Detroit  and  New  Orleans 
and  was  a  visitor  at  similar  meetings  in  Cincinnati 
and  Milwaukee.  He  attends  the  Presbyterian 
Church  and  contributes  to  the  various  phases  of 
its  work,  although  he  does  not  hold  membership  in 


that  or  any  other  religious  body.  He  has  a  very 
large  law  library  and  the  appearance  of  the  volumes 
therein  indicates  that  they  are  frequently  perused 
by  the  owner,  who  thus  prevents  his  memory  from 
losing  its  grasp  on  any  valuable  points. 

In  1853  Mr.  Sweezey  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Emily  Boltwood  of  Hastings,  daughter 
of  Oliver  M.  Boltwood,  who  was  formerly  a  resi- 
dent of  Massachusetts.  Mrs.  Sweezey  entered  into 
rest  in  1875,  leaving  a  large  circle  of  friends  to 
mourn  her  departure  from  the  scenes  of  time  and 
sense,  and  to  keep  green  in  their  hearts  the  mem- 
ory of  her  noble  character  and  good  deeds.  She  was 
a  devoted  Presbyterian  and  governed  her  life  by 
the  highest  Christian  principles.  The  only  living 
child  of  the  marriage  is  William  B.,  an  attornej'  at 
Hastings,  who  has  been  Justice  of  the  Peace  and 
City  Attorney,  and  upon  whom  the  mantle  of  his 
honored  father  is  likely  to  rest  years  hence. 


*^v- 
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ffi  AMES  PARTRIDGE.  A  favorably  .located 
farm  is  the  home  of  the  gentleman  above 
named,  who  by  his  own  hard  labor  has 
earned  the  wherewithal  to  buy  and  improve 
his  land.  He  has  been  a  resident  of  Barry  County 
for  some  years  and  his  first  purchase  of  proper ty 
here  was  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  section 
32,  Thorn  Apple  Township.  This  he  cleared  and 
improved,  and  after  a  time  sold  off  seventy-five 
acres.  He  later  bought  forty  acres  on  section  31, 
bringing  up  his  landed  estate  to  one  hundred  and 
twenty- five  acres,  from  which  he  derives  a  good 
maintenance,  as  it  is  productive  and  well  tilled.  The 
usual  farm  buildings  may  be  seen  upon  it  and  order 
prevails  to  its  uttermost  limit. 

The  family  of  which  Mr.  Partridge  is  a  member 
has  had  a  varied  history  and  is  traced  back  to 
Denmark,  whence  its  members  removed  to  England. 
Shakespeare  Partridge,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  the  Mother  Country  and  married 
Martha  Hurd,  who  spent  her  entire  life  in  that 
land.  Mr.  Partridge  was  a  sailor  in  his  early  life 
and  served  in  the  British  army,  the  last  battle  in 
which  he  participated  being  the  noted  Trafalgar. 


700 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


His  last  years  were  spent  in  Canada,  whither  his 
son  Fletcher  had  removed.  The  other  members  of 
his  family  are  Daniel,  who  still  lives  in  England,  and 
John,  whose  home  is  in  Van  Diemen's  Land. 

Fletcher  Partridge  was  engaged  in  farming  and 
fishing  while  he  lived  in  England.  In  1836  he 
emigrated  to  Canada,  being  thirteen  weeks  in  trav- 
ersing the  briny  deep.  After  two  years'  resi- 
dence he  bought  fifty  acres  of  wild  land,  which  he 
improved  and  resided  upon  during  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  He  died  in  the  winter  of  1884-85,  two 
years  after  his  wife  had  been  borne  to  the  tomb. 
She  was  an  English woman,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Mary  Ann  Kinney.  Three  children  were  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fletcher  Partridge  before  they 
left  their  native  land  and  seven  came  afterward  to 
brighten  their  home.  The  names  of  their  sons  and 
daughters  are:  John  S.,  Sarah  A., Frederick,  James, 
Elizabeth,  Fletcher,  Maria,  Mary  E.,  Wesley  and 
William.     Wesley  is  now  deceased. 

The  eyes  of  James  Partridge  opened  to  the  light 
in  the  town  of  Dumfries,  County  Brant,  Province 
of  Ontario,  October  22,  1837.  His  early  years 
were  spent  upon  a  farm  and  he  attended  school 
only  about  three  months  all  told.  He  is  a  self- 
educated  man  and  one  whose  fund  of  information 
gives  conclusive  evidence  of  the  fact  that  '•  where 
there's  a  will  there's  a  way."  At  the  early  age  of 
eleven  years  he  began  to  earn  his  own  living  and 
when  but  fourteen  he  could  swing  the  cradle  all 
day.  When  sixteen  years  old  he  began  to  learn 
the  carpenter's  trade  and  becoming  a  good  work- 
man he  continued  to  wield  the  saw  and  plane  until 
July,  1864.  He  then  stopped  in  Birmingham,  Oak- 
land County,  this  State,  and  painted  until  fall. 
His  next  removal  was  to  Barry  County,  when 
another  change  of  occupation  took  place,  and  since 
that  time  he  has  expended  his  energies  in  tilling 
the  soil  and  raising  such  domestic  animals  as  are 
usually  kept  by  our  farmers. 

Mr.  Partridge  has  always  been  iuterested  in 
questions  of  governmental  policy  and  takes  an 
active  part  in  the  political  affairs  of  the  neighbor- 
hood. He  is  an  independent  Democrat,  believing 
in  most  of  the  principles  laid  down  in  the  Demo- 
cratic platform,  but  reserving  to  himself  the  right 
to  cast   his  ballot  in   opposition  to  any  move  in 


which  he  cannot  concur.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Patrons  of  Industry,  and  like  all  good  citizens  is 
proud  of  the  advancement  of  the  section  in  which 
he  lives  and  willing  to  bear  a  hand  in  movements 
which  will  further  increase  it. 


>-^M^i~™ 


AVID  WELLS.  One  of  the  many  fine 
farms  in  Eaton  County  is  located  on  sec- 
tion 8,  Eaton  Township,  and  comprises 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  the 
most  of  which  is  under  good  cultivation.  Here 
Mr.  Wells  has  made  his  home  since  1883,  and  has 
in  the  meantime  placed  on  the  farm  various  sub- 
stantial buildings,  supplying  it  with  an  adequate 
amount  of  machinery  and  gradually  developing  the 
land  until  it  may  justly  be  ranked  among  the  finest 
homesteads  in  the  township.  A  practical  agricul- 
turist and  a  pioneer  of  the  county,  Mr.  Wells  is 
prominent  in  the  business  and  social  circles  of  the 
community,  and  wherever  known  is  honored  for 
his  sturdy  integrity  of  character  and  indefatigable 
perseverance. 

The  Buckeye  State  was  the  native  place  and  early 
home  of  Mr.  Wells,  and  in  Seneca  County  his  eyes 
first  opened  to  the  light  November  12,  1836.  His 
parents,  Jonathan  and  Nancy  (Wood)  Wells,  were 
natives  respectively  of  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania,  and 
were  early  settlers  of  Seneca  County,  where  they 
evolved  a  farm  from  an  uncultivated  tract  of  land, 
and  remained  many  years.  Our  subject  was  the 
oldest  child  in  the  family,  and  was  eleven  years  of 
age  when  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  Eaton 
County,  Mich.,  and  settled  in  Brookfield  Township. 
He  had  received  -a  few  school  advantages  in  Ohio, 
and  after  locating  in  Michigan  attended  the  early 
district  schools  for  a  brief  period.  However,  his 
opportunities  were  limited,  but  by  subsequent  read- 
ing and  keeping  thoroughly  posted  on  all  topics  of 
general  and  local  interest  he  has  attained  that 
knowledge  of  men  and  things  which  imparts  to  his 
character  the  truest  culture  and  the  highest  educa- 
tion. 

After  a  long  and  honored  life,  thefather  of  our 
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subject  passed  from  earth  in  June,  1890;  his  wife 
had  preceded  him  in  death,  departing  this  life  in 
May,  1884.  Of  the  five  children  born  to  them, 
three  are  now  living:  our  subject;  Levi,  a  farmer 
in  Brookfield  Township;  and  Minerva,  wife  of  Bate 
Barkdall,  a  resident  of  Charlotte,  Mich.  He  of 
whom  we  write  was  at  an  early  age  initiated  into 
farm  work,  and  has  made  it  his  life  pursuit.  It  is 
not  surprising,  therefore,  that  he  has  met  with  such 
signal  success  in  a  calling  to  which  he  has  devoted 
his  best  abilities.  By  the  exercise  of  unflagging  in- 
dustry, indomitable  energy,  and  ceaseless  persever- 
ance he  soon  acquired  a  competence,  as  well  as  a 
reputation  for  agriculture  and  conscientious  labor 
for  the  best  interests  of  home  and  country. 

On  July  4,  1860,  Mr.  Wells  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Martin  and 
Orpha  Salsbury.  Mrs.  Wells  was  a  native  of  New 
York,  whence  she  removed  with  her  parents  to 
Eaton  County,  Mich.,  when  only  nine  years  old. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Salsbury  became  pioneers  of  this 
county,  where  they  still  reside.  The  union  of  our 
subject  and  his  estimable  wife  was  blessed  by  the 
birth  of  one  child,  a  son,  Allen,  who  married  Lillie 
Edick,  the  daughter  of  Peter  and  Lydia  Edick, 
of  Brookfield  Township;  the  marriage  took  place 
April  3,  1889.  After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Wells  re- 
mained at  home  assisting  his  father  in  carrying  on 
the  old  homestead.  After  a  happy  wedded  life  of 
nearly  twenty-nine  }rears,  the  faithful  wife,  the  de- 
voted counselor,  the  loving  mother  passed  away 
February  25,  1889,  mourned  by  all  who  knew  her, 
and  leaving  behind  her  a  wealth  of  love  and  affec- 
tion. 

"In  the  quiet  earth  they  laid  apart 

No  man  of  iron  mold  or  bloody  hands, 

Who  sought  to  wreak  upon  the  cowering  lands 

The  passions  that  consumed  his  restless  heart; 

But  one  of  tender  spirit  and  delicate  frame, 
Gentlest  in  mien  and  mind 
Of  gentle  womankind, 

Timidly  shrinking  from  the  breath  of  blame; 

One  in  whose  eyes  the  smile  of  kindness  made 
Its  haunt,  like  flowers  by  sunny  brooks  in  May; 
Yet  at  the  thought  of  others'  pain,  a  shade 

Of  sweeter  sadness  chased  the  smile  away/' 

Always  devoted  to  the  cause  of  human  progress, 
Mr.  Wells  is  widely  known  by  his  interest  and 


work  in  behalf  of  the  cause  of  education.  He 
served  on  the  School  Board  in  Brookfield  Town- 
ship, and  under  his  active  co  operation  much  was 
accomplished  to  benefit  the  public  schools,  which 
he  regards  as  the  surest  means  of  improving  the 
race.  Politically  he  is  a  stanch  Republican,  and 
uniformly  casts  his  ballot  for  the  candidates  pledged 
to  support  the  principles  of  that  party.  He  is  held 
in  the  highest  estimation  by  all  who  know  him,  and 
is  very  highly  respected  for  his  kindly  and  benevo- 
lent disposition  and  unbending  integrity. 

ARION  F.  DOWLING.  Among  the  thriv- 
ing business  establishments  of  Middlevilie, 
Barry  County,  mention  should  certainly 
be  made  of  that  of  which  Mr.  Dowling  is 
proprietor.  It  is  devoted  to  the  sale  of  jewelry, 
stationery  and  queens  ware,  is  supplied  with  a  good 
stock  in  each  department,  and  is  the  seat  of  a  fine 
trade  conducted  according  to  the  most  approved 
business  principles.  Mr.  Dowling  is  well  known  in 
the  country  contiguous  to  Middlevilie,  as  he  has 
been  engaged  in  trade  here  for  years  past  and  held 
the  office  of  Postmaster  sixteen  years. 

Before  sketching  the  life  history  of  Mr.  Dowling 
it  will  not  be  amiss  to  devote  a  few  lines  to  those 
from  whom  he  derived  his  being.  His  father  was 
James  Dowling,  a  native  of  Niagara  County,  N.  Y., 
and  a  farmer  by  occupation.  He  removed  to  this 
State  with  a  team  and  wagon,  and  settled  in  Cal- 
houn County  on  an  eighty-acre  tract,  which  he 
reclaimed  from  the  forest.  There  he  died  in  March, 
1845,  leaving  a  widow  and  seven  children,  named 
respectively:  Albert  M.,  Emily,  Mary  E.,  Wash- 
ington, Marion  F.,  Martha  and  Miranda.  Only 
three  are  now  living:  Albert,  Marion  and  Martha. 
Mr.  Dowling  has  served  in  the  capacity  of  Justice 
of  the  Peace  and  was  an  active  church  member, 
belonging  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  organization. 
His  widow  married  Dean  DeLapp,  to  whom  she 
bore  one  child,  Esther.  Mrs.  DeLapp  died  in  Mid- 
dlevilie December  24,  1890,  at  the  ripe  age  of 
eighty. three  years.  She  was  born  in  Niagara 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  her  maiden  name  was  Amanda 
Murphey. 
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The  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  these 
paragraphs  is  a  native  of  Calhoun  County,  this 
State,  born  in  Newton  Township  July  1,  1840.  He 
received  his  education  in  the  rude  log  schoolhouse 
which  was  a  common  feature  in  the  rural  districts 
of  the  State.  In  1856  he  began  life  for  himself  by 
taking  up  work  in  a  blacksmith  shop  with  a 
brother,  the  family  having  come  to.  Middle ville 
that  year.  He  followed  blacksmithing  some  twelve 
years  and  then  embarked  in  the  dry -goods  and 
grocery  business,  which  he  carried  on  a  twelve- 
month. When  appointed  Postmaster  in  1871  he 
opened  a  jewelry  and  stationery  establishment, 
which  he  carried  on  without  neglecting  his  official 
duties,  and  since  he  left  the  office  he  has  given  his 
attention  wholly  to  commercial  transactions,  includ- 
ing queensware  in  his  stock. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Dowlingand  Miss  Sarah  L. 
Mead  was  solemnized  at  the  bride's  home  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1865.  Mrs.  Dowling  was  born  in  Barry 
County,  to  which  her  father,  Abraham  Mead,  and 
family  came  from  New  York.  Her  father  was  a 
tailor.  She  was  well  reared,  and  is  intelligent  and 
courteous  and  devoted  to  her  family  and  friends. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dowling  have  one  child,  a  daughter, 
Grace  May.  Mr.  Dowling  belongs  to  the  Masonic 
order  in  which,  as  in  the  community  at  large,  he  is 
held  in  honor  as  a  genial,  clever  gentleman  and  one 
of  business  ability. 


^ILLIAM  I.  MOYER.  A  fine  representa- 
tive of  the  native  citizens  of  Southern 
Michigan,  this  gentleman  was  born  in  one 
of  the  earliest  settlements  of  Washtenaw  County, 
January  26,  1836,  the  very  day  that  this  great  com- 
monwealth was  admitted  into  the  Union.  He  has 
grown  with  the  State,  and  since  attaining  manhood 
has  been  potent  in  advancing  its  agricultural  inter- 
ests. The  most  of  his  life  has  been  passed  in  Eaton 
County,  and  he  is  well-known  as  one  of  its  success- 
ful farmers  and  stock-raisers,  and  as  one  who  has 
borne  an  honorable  part  in  its  public  and  political 
life,  and  who  is  influential  in  its  social  and  religious 


circles.  His  farming  interests  are  centered  in  Ches- 
ter Township  where,,  since  1863,  he  has  improved 
one  of  the  best  farms  in  this  locality. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  whose  name  was  Henry 
A.  Moyer,  was  born  in  New  York  February  V2i 
1812.  In  the  opening  years  of  a  vigorous,  self-re- 
liant manhood,  lie  migrated  to  this  State  in  Terri- 
torial days,  coming  here  in  1833,  and  locating  in 
the  wilds  of  Washtenaw  County,  where  he  took  up 
Government  land,  on  which  he  lived  with  his  fam- 
ily the  ensuing  seven  years.  In  1839  he  came  to 
Eaton  County,  and  was  one  of  the  first  to  settle  in 
Roxana  Township,  having  to  cut  his  way  through 
the  primeval  forests  to  his  destination,  as  there 
were  then  no  roads  in  that  direction.  Indians  were 
still  living  in  the  vicinity  of  his  new  home,  and  the 
surrounding  woods  were  full  of  wild  animals. 

Busy  years  followed  Mr.  Moyer's  settlement  in 
this  county,  and  before  his  death  in  1856,  when  his 
township  was  deprived  of  one  of  its  most  valued 
citizens,  he  had  cleared  a  good-sized  farm,  and 
placed  upon  it  substantial  improvements.  He  was 
a  man  of  such  fine  character  that  he  was  revered 
and  beloved  by  everybody  who  came  under  his  be- 
nign influence.  He  was  a  prominent  figure  in  the 
public  life  of  Roxana  Township  as  an  incumbent 
of  various  local  offices,  and  represented  it  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors.  He  led 
an  unblemished  Christian  life,  and  for  many  years 
was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
He  was  very  warm-hearted  and  hospitable,  and  his 
fellow- pioneers  found  in  him  a  true  friend  and  a 
safe  counselor.  His  kindness  to  strangers  was  pro- 
verbial, and  many  a  weary  wanderer  found  shelter 
beneath  his  roof.  Often  he  would  inconvenience 
himself  to  house  some  family  of  new  settlers  over 
night  who  were  on  their  way  to  found  a  new  home 
in  the  wilderness. 

The  Moy.ers  are  of  German  descent.  Jacob 
Moyer,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  prob- 
ably a  native  of  New  York,  where  he  died.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  is  still  living  at  a  venerable 
age.  Her  maiden  name  was  Sabria  Reynolds,  and  she 
w°as  born  in  New  York,  December  3,  1812.  By  her 
marriage  with  the  father  of  our  subject,  which  took 
place  in  1833,  she  became  the  mother  of  eight  chil- 
dren, of  whom  five  are  living.     She  has  been  a 
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zealous  Christian  woman  nearly  all  her  life,  and  is 
greatlj-  respected. 

He  of  whom  this  sketch  is  principally  written 
obtained  his  primary  education  in  a  pioneer  log 
schoolhouse  which  was  heated  by  means  of  fires  in 
huge,  open  fireplaces,  had  puncheon  floors,  and  was 
furnished  with  rough  slab  seats.  He  was  three  years 
old  when  his  parents  came  to  this  county,  and  as 
he  has  lived  here  ever  since,  he  is  familiar  with  the 
varied  changes  that  the  country  has  passed  through 
since" his  boyhood  days.  He  was  brought  up  on  a 
farm,  and  early  became  proficient  in  farm  labors, 
so  that  when  his  father  died,  though  he  was  only  a 
youth,  he  was  perfectly  capable  of  managing  the 
homestead,  and  he  took  entire  charge  of  affairs, 
keeping  the  family  together. 

In  1863  our  subject  began  farming  for  himself 
in  Chester  Township,  just  across  the  line  from  the 
old  Moyer  homestead  in  Roxana  Township.  It 
was  unimproved  land,  and  he  energetically  set 
about  the  task  of  developing  it  into  a  farm,  whieh 
to-day  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  finest  improved 
places  in  this  vicinity.  It  comprises  two  hundred 
and  ninety-four  acres  of  choice  land,  provided  with 
a  well-ordered  set  of  buildings.  A  view  of  his 
commodious  residence  and  the  pleasant  rural  sur- 
roundings appears  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  In 
1886  Mr.  Moyer  removed  to  Charlotte  to  give  his 
children  better  educational  advantages,  and  while 
there  engaged  in  the  implement  business.  Two 
years  later  he  returned  to  his  farm,  and  resumed 
agrcultural  pursuits.  He  is  one  of  our  most  wide- 
awake and  progressive  farmers,  and  is  managing 
his  interests  so  as  to  produce  the  best  results. 

Our  subject  has  been  very  happy  in  his  domestic 
relations,  as  by  his  marriage  April  16,  1863,  with 
Miss  Lydia  Allen,  he  obtained  a  true  wifeand  help- 
mate. Mrs.  Moyer  comes  of  a  good  family.  She 
was  born  in  Trumbull  County,  Ohio,  in  1843,  and 
is  a  daughter  of  the  late  Amos  and  Minerva  (Stan- 
ley) Allen,  natives  respectively  of  Massachusetts 
and  New  York.  They  were  early  pioneers  of  Ohio, 
whence  they  came  to  Michigan  in  1849,  and  located 
in  Chester  Township.  The  mother  died  in  1857, 
at  the  age  of  fifty-nine  years,  and  the  father  in 
1884  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years.  They  were 
both  valued  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 


Church.  Five  of  their  ten  children  are  living. 
The  father  was  a  prominent  man  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  local  affairs,  and  at  one  time  was  Treas- 
urer of  Chester  Township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moyer 
have  had  seven  children,  of  whom  three  are  living 
— Mary  F.,  Boyden  P.  and  II.  Allen;  the  others 
died  in  infancy.  The  children  have  been  given 
good  educational  advantages,  both  the  boys  having 
attended  the  High  School,  and  Miss  Mary  F.,  who 
is  a  graduate  of  Charlotte  High  School,  hns  taught 
several  terms  very  successfully. 

Mr.  Moyer  is  a  well-known  figure  in  the  politi- 
cal and  civic  life  of  this  section  as  an  active  worker 
in  the  ranks  of  the  Republican  party,  and  as  one 
who  has  often  aided  in  the  administration  of  pub- 
lic affairs  as  a  member  of  the  County  Board  of  Su- 
pervisors, representing  Chester  Township  in  that 
important  office  for  several  years,  discharging  the. 
obligations  thus  imposed  upon  him  with  sagaeit}' 
and  fidelity.  He  has  long  been  identified  with  the 
Masonic  order,  and  is  now  a  Knight  Templar. 

— -  •>  ■>%*<•  <•— — 

<\f)  AMES  L.  REED,  a  veteran  of  the  late  war, 
in  which  he  did  good  service,  is  a  fine  type 
of  one  of  the  self-made  men.  By  untiring 
(Wsl//  industry  and  the  exercise  of  sagacious  judg- 
ment, he  has  arrived  at  a  place  of  eminence  among 
business  men,  and  acquired  a  competency.  He  is 
at  present  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  wagons 
and  carriages,  repairing  the  same,  running  a  black- 
smith shop  in  connection  with  his  other  business. 
In  the  family  of  which  Mr.  Reed  is  a  member, 
there  were  eleven  children,  five  of  whom  are  now 
living.  His  brothers  and  sisters  are  Harriet  (Mrs. 
Cummings),  Polly  A.  (Mrs.  Wilson),  Adeline  (Mrs. 
Smith),  James  L.  and  Merritt  D. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  Peter  and  Crusa 
(Parker)  Reed,  were  born  in  Vermont  and  New 
York  respectively.  They  came  to  Michigan  in  the 
early  pioneer  days,  and  settled  in  Monroe  County, 
at  Dundee,  where  his  father  followed  the  business  of 
carpentering.  From  there  they  removed  to  Eaton 
County,  Mich.,  in  1839,  and  settled  at  Bellevue. 
This  worthy  couple  were  pioneers,  well  and  favor- 
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ably  known  in  this  county.  The  death  of  the  father 
of  our  subject  occurred  in  1851.  The  mother  liv- 
ing some  years  after,  kept  her  family  around  her 
until  the  year  1878,  ,^hen  she  rejoined  her  hus- 
band. Peter  Reed  was  a  stanch,  loyal  Democrat, 
and  held  various  offices  in  the  township. 

At  Bellevue,  Mich.,  the  early  education  of  our 
subject  was  completed,  and  he  learned  the  trade  of 
a  tailor,  where  he  worked  through  one  winter; 
subsequently  for  a  period  of  two  years  driving  a 
stage.  He  was  only  sixteen  years  old  at  this  time. 
Following  this  period  he  learned  the  trade  of  a 
blacksmith  at  Bellevue,  and  on  completing  the  same 
he  removed  to  Hastings  in  1856,  and  continued  in 
the  work  until  his  enlistment  in  the  Union  army. 
He  enlisted  as  musician  in  the  Third  Michigan  In- 
fantry, serving  in  the  band  of  that  regiment  one 
year,  when  he  was  discharged  and  returned  home. 
After  remaining  there  for  nearly  a  year,  he  then 
re-enlisted  in  the  Eleventh  Michigan  Cavalry,  as 
leader  of  a  band,  remaining  in  that  position  for 
one  year.  Mr.  Reed  was  then  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  Second  Lieutenant,  One  Hundred  and 
Twentieth  United  States  Infantry.  He  held  this 
position  three  months,  when  he  was  again  promoted 
to  First  Lieutenant  in  the  Fifth  United  States  Col- 
ored Cavalry,  and  was  detailed  on  Gen.  Burbridge's 
staff.  After  serving  as  staff  officer  for  about  three 
months  under  Burbridge,  he  was  then  transferred 
to  that  of  Gen.  Brisbin,  stationed  at  Lexington. 
From  this  place  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  Ark- 
ansas, where  they  remained  until  the  12th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1866.  Owing  to  an  attack  of  sickness,  Lieut. 
Reed  sent  in  his  resignation  and  returned  home  on 
leave  of  absence,  receiving  his  discharge  forty-five 
days  afterward.  He  built  his  first  blacksmith-shop 
at  Hastings  in  the  latter  part  of  1866,  where  he 
continued  in  business  until  September,  1883,  when 
he  sold  out  and  built  his  present  shop.  This 
building  is  a  commodious  one,  36x50  feet  in  dimen- 
sions, where  he  does  a  successful  and  profitable 
business.     He  has  built  several  houses  in  the  city. 

During  his  residence  in  the  city  of  Hastings  the 
fellow-citizens  of  Mr.  Reed  have  shown  their 
appreciation  of  his  sterling  qualities  by  giving  him 
the  position  of  Alderman,  an  office  he  held  for  five 
years.     He  is  Supervisor  of  the  Second  and  Third 


Wards  of  the  city.  Just  prior  to  the  war  he  was 
united  in  marriage  in  1859  to  Miss  Jennie  Simp- 
son, of  Nottingham,  England.  This  union  has  been 
blessed  by  the  advent  of  one  child,  a  daughter  Ad- 
die  C,  who  married  George  R.  Fleming.  This 
daughter  is  the  mother  of  one  child,  Marjorie,  a 
bright  and  beautiful  child  of  seven  summers.  Mrs. 
Fleming  is  a  talented  and  accomplished  musician, 
and  her  parents  have  given  their  daughter  every 
opportunity  for  advancement  in  her  chosen  art, 
procuring  for  her  instruction  under  the  best  profes- 
sors in  the  United  States.  She  is  still  pursuing  her 
studies  in  the  Quaker  City  of  Pennsylvania.  The 
home  of  our  subject  being  unblessed  by  a  son,  they 
took  unto  themselves  from  the  Protestant  Home  at 
Toledo,  Ohio,  a  child  three  years  of  age,  to  whom 
they  gave  the  name  of  Fred  T.  Reed.  This  adopted 
son  remained  with  them  until  twenty-two  years 
old,  when  he  left  them  to  seek  his  fortune  in  the 
Indian  Territory.  Lieut.  Reed  is  a  stanch  adherent 
of  the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party.  He  is 
socially  connected  with  the  Masons,  Knights  of 
Pythias  and  the  Ancient  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 
He  commemorates  his  army  career  as  a  member  of 
Fitzgerald  Post,  No.  125,  G.  A.  R. 


<*>^ 


-v-«- 


f[_^  OMER  M.  ALLEN.  Among  the  native-born 
t  citizens  of  Eaton  County  who  are  gaining 
Jy  a  good  maintenance  by  tilling  a  portion  of 
its  soil,  is  the  gentleman  above  named,  who 
is  located  on  section  12,  Eaton  Township.  Here  he 
has  one  hundred  acres  of  land  under  excellent  cul- 
tivation, which  he  has  reclaimed  from  the  wilder- 
ness, literally  hewing  out  his  property  at  the  cost 
of  many  hours  of  arduous  toil.  He  looks  back 
over  years  of  growth  in  this  section  and  rejoices 
in  having  had  a  hand  in  bringing  about  the  pres- 
ent condition  of  affairs. 

Our  subject  was  born  February  12,  1847,  and 
is  a  son  of  Harry  Allen,  whose  life-history  is  includ- 
ed in  this  volume.  He  grew  to  manhood  in  his 
native  county  amid  scenes  that  gradually  changed 
from  those  of  pioneer  life  to  a  more  advanced 
civilization,  and  received  his  education  in  the  dis- 
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trict  school,  adding  to  the  knowledge  gained  there 
by  extensive  reading  during  his  mature  years.  He 
established  his  own  home  August  10,  1873,  being 
on  that  day  married  to  Mary  Alien,  who  was  born 
in  Calhoun  County,  Mich.,  March  1,  1853,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Norman  and  Ann  E.  (Brown)  Allen. 

That  good  couple  were  natives  of  the  Empire 
State  and  are  numbered  among  the  early  settlers 
of  Calhoun  County,  to  which  they  came  about 
1840.  The  father  breathed  his  last  January  9, 
1885,  and  the  mother,  who  is  now  three-score  and 
ten  years  old,  still  lives.  Their  family  includes 
William  and  Daniel,  in  Calhoun  County;  James  R. 
and  Minnie,  wife  of  R.  Fitzgerald,  in  Jackson 
County;  Ada,  wife  of  Benjamin  Skinner,  and  Mary, 
wife  of  our  subject,  in  Eaton  County.  A  daughter, 
Anna,  is  deceased.  Norman  Allen  was  a  Democrat 
in  politics.  He  was  a  good  citizen,  whose  pioneer 
work  in  Clarence  Township  will  long  be  remem- 
bered. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allen  of  this  notice  three  chil- 
dren have  come,  their  record  being  as  follows: 
Howard  R.  N.,  born  January  3,  1876;  Edna  J.  and 
Edith  A.,  March  5,  1878.  Mr.  Allen  is  a  believer 
in  Republican  principles  and  is  a  public-spirited 
and  enterprising  citizen  who,  with  his  good  wife, 
takes  an  active  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  neigh- 
borhood. He  was  elected  Township  Commissioner 
of  Highways  in  the  spring  of  1890,  for  a  term  of 
one  year.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Patrons  of  In- 
dustry. 


ORELL  EDWARD  NEWCOMB,  a  resi- 
dent of  Charlotte,  who  holds  the  important 
office  of  Drainage  Commissioner  of  Eaton 
County,  was  born  in  Franklinville,  Cattar- 
augus County,  N.  Y.,  September  1,  1848.  His 
father,  whose  name  was  David  Hiram  Butler  New- 
comb,  was  a  native  of  the  same  county,  born  in  the 
town  of  Conewango,  March  20,  1823.  Mr.  New- 
comb  is  a  descendant  of  one  of  New  England's 
early  Colonial  families,  and  from  a  genealogy  of 
the  Newcomb  familv,  compiled  by  John  Bearse 
Newrcomb,  of  Elgin,  111.,  we  extract  the  following: 


"David  Newcomb,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  April  6,  1808,  probably  at  Stephentown, 
Rensselaer  County,  N.  Y.  His  father,  David  New- 
comb, was  born  in  Lebanon,  Conn.,  February  13, 
1763,  and  his  father,  James  Newcomb,  was  born  in 
the  same  town  February  7,  1732.  His  father, 
Hezekiah  Newcomb,  was  born  at  Edgartown,  Island 
of  Martha's  Vineyard,  Dukes  County,  Mass.,  in 
1693.  His  father,  Simon  Newcomb,  was  born  in 
1666,  probably  at  Kittery,  York  County,  Me.,  as 
his  father,  Andrew  Newcomb,  was  a  resident  of  that 
county  as  early  as  July,  1666.  Capt.  Andrew 
Newcomb  was,  it  is  quite  certain,  born  in  England. 
He  was  first  mentioned  in  Boston  when  he  married 
his  second  wife,  Grace,  widow  of  William  Rix,  or 
Ricks.  He  was  at  the  time  a  mariner  or  sea  cap- 
tain. But  little  is  known  of  his  history.  His  son, 
Lieutenant  Andrew  Newcomb  was  a  resident  of  the 
Isle  of  Shoals  in  1671.  He  removed  from  the 
Shoals  to  Edgartown,  and  died  there.  He  was  one 
of  the  original  proprietors  of  that  town  and  owned 
the  land  on  which  the  court  house  now  stands.  His 
son  Simon  was  eight  years  old  when  his  parents 
went  to  Edgartown,  where  he  lived  until  1713. 
He  then  removed  to  Lebanon,  Conn.,  and  spent  the 
rest  of  his  days  there.  His  son  Hezekiah  Newcomb 
went  to  Lebanon  with  his  parents,  and  there  learned 
the  trade  of  a  carpenter,  and  passed  his  remaining 
dsys  in  that  Connecticut  town.  His  son  James 
was  the  next  in  line.  He  was  a  farmer  and  re- 
moved to  New  York  in  1782,  settling  in  Little 
Hoosic,  Albany  County,  and  in  1785  went  from 
there  to  pass  his  last  days  at  Stephentown,  Rensse- 
laer County.  His  son  David  was  the  next  in  suc- 
cession. He  shipped  as  a  marine  in  1788  on  the 
frigate  ''Dean,"  commanded  by  Capt.  Hindman,  and 
after  capturing  two  vessels  returned  to  Boston, 
having  been  absent  two  months.  He  also  served 
in  the  Revolutionary  War  under  Capt.  Jonathan 
Rudd,  in  the  Fifth  Brigade  of  the  Twelfth  Con- 
necticut Regiment.  He  resided  at  different  places 
in  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  and  New  York, 
giving  his  attention  to  farming  and  the  mercantile 
business.  He  died  in  Sempronius,  N.  Y.,  February 
28,  1819.  His  son,  the  Rev.  David  Newcomb, 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  a  preacher  in  the 
Methodist  Church,  and  also  a  farmer  and  dealer  in 
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cattle.  He  was  a  pioneer  of  Cattaraugus  County, 
where  he  dealt  largely  in  cattle,  driving  them  all 
the  way  to  New  York  City  to  market.  He  spent 
his  last  days  in  Conewango,  that  county,  dying 
June  7,  1856." 

The  father  of  our  subject  learned  the  trade  of  a 
cooper  when  he  was  a  young  man,  and  carried  on 
the  business  at  Conewango.     In  1860  he  came  to 
Michigan  and   settled   in  Maple  Grove  Township, 
Barry  County,  where  he  bought  a  quarter  of  a  sec- 
tion of  timber  land.     He   built  on  the  place,  and 
during  the  winter  season  worked  at  his  trade,  and 
the  rest  of  the  year   devoted  himself   to  the  im- 
provement of  his   land.     He    resided   there    four 
years,  and   then  sold  his  property  and   removed  to 
Assyria.     He  lived  there  four  years  also,  and  his 
next  move  was  to  Ionia  County,  where  he  bought 
a  hotel,  which  he  operated  eighteen  months.     He 
then  resumed   farming,  buying  a  farm  in  Kalamo 
Township,  this  county.     Two  years  later  he  dis- 
posed of  that  and   took  up  his  residence  at  Belle- 
vue,  where  he  carried  on  the  cooper's  business  two 
years.     We  next  hear  of  him  in  Bushneli  Town- 
ship, where  he   purchased  a  farm  on  which  he  re- 
sided   until  his  death   September   14,  1881.     His 
widow,  whose  maiden  name  was  Matilda  J.  Rhoades, 
survives  him,  and    makes  her  home  on  the  home- 
stead in  Montcalm  County.     She  was  born  at  Ham- 
ilton, N.  Y.,  August  11,  1825. 

Morell  E.  Newcomb,  of  whom  we  write,  is  one 
of  a  family  of  six  children.  He  was  twelve  years 
old  when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Michigan, 
and  his  education,  which  had  been  begun  in  the 
public  schools  of  New  York,  was  finished  in  the 
schools  of  this  State.  When  he  was  twenty  years 
of  age  his  father  gave  him  his  time,  and  he  started 
even  with  the  world.  He  followed  his  trade  in 
Ionia  County  until  1873,  when  he  came  to  Eaton 
County,  and  buying  forty  acres  of  timber  at  once 
began  to  clear  a  farm  and  build  for  himself  a  com- 
fortable home.  He  worked  at  his  trade  a  portion 
of  each  year,  and  the  remainder  of  the  time  de- 
voted himself  to  clearing  his  land  and  tilling  the 
soil.  He  resided  on  his  farm  until  1888,  when  he 
removed  to  Charlotte,  where  he  has  since  made  his 
home. 

Mr.  Newcomb  was  married  December  27,  1868, 


to  Miss  Sarah  L.  Moon,  a  native  of  Fitchvilie, 
Huron  County,  Ohio,  and  a  daughter  of  Stephen 
and  Sally  June  Moon.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Newcomb 
have  one  adopted  daughter,  Mirtie,  whom  they 
have  taken  to  their  home  and  their  hearts,  and  be- 
stow upon  her  as  much  love  and  care  as  if  she 
were  of  their  own  blood.  • 

Our  subject  inherits  from  a  sterling  ancestry  the 
fine  traits  of  character  that  mark  him  an  intelli- 
gent, frank,  straightforward  man,  who  discharges 
his  obligations  as  a  man  and  a  citizen  and  in  all 
the  private  relations  of  life  with  scrupulous  fidelity. 
In  1884  he  was  elected  Drainage  Commissioner  of 
Kalamo  Township,  and  his  experience  in  that  office 
gave  him  a  good  preparation  for  the  more  promi- 
nent one  that  he  now  holds  as  Drainage  Commis- 
sioner of  Eaton  County,  to  which  he  was  elected 
in  1888. 


~f- 


+ 


^^  HAUNCY  L.   BRIGGS   is  one   of  the  resi- 
(((  dents  of   Barry  County  whose  agricultural 

^^^'  labors  have  placed  them  on  an  independent 
footing.  His  landed  estate  consists  of  three  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres,  two  hundred  and  sixty  on 
sections  5  and  6,  Assyria  Township,  and  eighty 
acres  on  section  32,  Maple  Grove  Township.  He 
farms  the  entire  amount  and  carries  on  more  ex- 
tensive operations  in  stock-raising  than  any  other 
person  in  the  vicinity.  His  land  is  well  adapted 
for  the  purpose  to  which  it  is  chiefly  devoted,  as  it 
is  watered  by  living  springs  and  makes  excellent 
pasturage.  Thirty  acres  are  covered  with  valuable 
oak  trees,  whose  timber  is  as  good  as  can  be  found 
in  the  county.  Ten  acres  are  given  to  fruit  trees, 
but  so  arranged  as  to  make  four  orchards.  The 
buildings  are  in  three  sets,  commodious  and  con- 
venient, and  among  the  arrangements  for  lessening 
the  work  on  the  place  are  two  windmills. 

The  Briggs  family  is  of  English  lineage  and 
Grandfather  Briggs,  whose  name  was  George,  was 
a  native  of  Massachusetts.  His  business  was  farm- 
ing and  dairying  and  he  carried  on  both  branches 
extensively,  both  in  his  native  State  and  in  New 
York  where  he  went  in  1812.  He  died  at  Attica 
when  more  than  four-score  years  old.     His  wife, 
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Drusilla  Paul,  was  born  in  Massachusetts  and  was 
a  daughter  of  John  Paul  of  that  State,  a  Revolu- 
tionary soldier  who  fought  at  Bunker  Hill  and 
spent  the  memorable  winter  at  Valley  Forge.  Their 
son,  George  L.,  who  became  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Bristol  County,  Mass.,  on  the 
Taunton  River,  February  6,  1808,  and  was  four 
•years  old  when  taken  to  New  York.  There  he  grew 
to  maturity,  engaged  in  farmiug  and  married  Ann 
E.  Stevens,  daughter  of  Richard  Stevens,  and  a 
native  of  Cayuga  County.  Her  father  was  a  Green 
Mountain  boy  and  followed  the  occupation  of  farm- 
ing. 

In  the  spring  of  1850  George  L.  Briggs  brought 
his  family  to  Barry  County,  Mich.,  and  located 
forty  acres  of  Governmentland  in  the  woods.  He 
built  a  log  house,  cleared  the  land  and  cultivated 
it  and  added  to  it  by  subsequent  purchase  from 
the  forests  around  him.  Since  1882  he  has  been 
making  his  home  with  his  son,  Chauncy  L.,  as  that 
year  he  lost  his  wife  who  died  at  the  age  of  seventy 
years.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church.  Mr.  Briggs  is  a  trustee  in  the  organ- 
ization of  that  religious  body  in  northwest  Assyria 
and  gave  the  site  for  the  house  of  worship,  as  well 
as  assistance  in  building  it.  lie  had  been  Commis- 
sioner of  Highways  and  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He 
has  long  been  a  member  of  the  Republican  party 
and  is  proud  of  the  fact  that  he  was  a  delegate  to 
the  first  National  Abolition  Convention,  held  at 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  which  nominated  James  G.  Birney 
for  the  Presidency.  He  was  a  worker  on  the  un- 
derground railroad,  kept  fugitives  in  his  home  and 
took  them  on  their  way  rejoicing. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  first-born  of  nine 
children  and  was  born  in  Attica,  N.  Y.,  March  30, 
1837.  He  received  a  good  district  school  education 
and  when  quite  young  acquired  industrious  habits 
and  good  principles  under  the  instructions  and 
guidance  of  his  parents.  He  was  entering  his  teens 
when  the  family  came  to  this  State  and  here  he 
helped  his  father  improve  the  new  farm  and  con- 
tinued his  studies  in  the  old-fashioned  log  school- 
house.  When  nineteen  years  old  he  became  a  stu- 
dent in  what  was  then  Olivet  Institute,  but  was  a 
year  or  two  later  formed  into  a  college.  He  at- 
tended the  institution  four  years  off  and  on,  divid- 


ing his  time  between  study  and  teaching,  having 
begun  his  professional  work  in  Assyria  Township 
when  eighteen  }'ears  old.  It  was  his  intention  to 
complete  the  college  course,  but  the  Civil  War 
caused  him  to  change  his  mind  and  in  September, 
1861,  he  enlisted  in  Battle  Creek.  He  was  placed 
in  command  of  Gen.  Fremont,  after  being  mus- 
tered in  at  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  had  some  exper- 
ience with  bushwhackers  at  Tipton  and  Sedalia.  In 
February,  1862,  he  was  mustered  out  at  St.  Louis, 
and  while  on  his  way  home  was  taken  sick  with  the 
measles  and  pneumonia,  which  came  near  causing 
his  death.  He  was  sick  for  more  than  a  year  and 
he  then  engaged  in  farming  surnrrers  and  teaching 
winters.  For  twenty  years  he  gave  more  or  less 
time  to  pedagogy. 

In  1863  Mr.  Briggs  bought  forty  acres  of  timber 
land  on  section  5,  where  he  located  and  made  var- 
ious improvements,  including  a  comfortable  frame 
house.  He  added  to  his  property  until  he  had  one 
hundred  acres  of  improved  land,  when  he  bought 
eighty  acres  in  Maple  Grove  Township  and  placed 
various  buildings  upon  it,  making  it  his  home 
until  1882.  Fie  then  bought  the  parental  home- 
stead of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  section  6, 
Assyria  Township,  upon  which  he  now  makes  his 
home.  He  feeds  a  car  load  of  cattle  per  year  and 
buys  and  feeds  some  three  hundred  head  of  sheep. 
He  also  raises  these  animals  in  considerable  num- 
bers, the  cattle  being  thorough -bred  Short-horns 
and  Durhams  and  the  sheep  imported  Shropshires. 
Besides  these  he  raises  good  hogs  and  horses.  He 
began  his  work  without  a  dollar  and  has  met  with 
abundant  success. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Briggs  and  Miss  Lucia  J. 
Cowles  was  solemnized  at  the  bride's  home  in  Johns- 
town in  1863.  Her  father,  Truman  Cowles,  is 
numbered  among  the  early  settlers  of  this  region. 
Mrs.  Briggs  died  in  Assyria  Township  and  her 
daughters  Lillian  and  Mattie,  were  cut  down  by 
consumption  in  the  dawn  of  their  womanhood  the 
one  being  twenty  and  the  other  nineteen  years  old. 
The  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Briggs  took  place  in 
Maple  Grove,  September  22,  1872,  his  bride  being 
Miss  Isabel  McKeivey,  who  was  born  in  Akron, 
Ohio,  November  15,  1847.  She  came  to  this  county 
with  her  parents  in  1852,  completed  her  education 
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in  the  High  School  at  Battle  Creek,  and  when 
seventeen  years  old  began  teaching,  a  work  which 
she  was  successfully  engaged  eleven  terms.  She  has 
become  the  mother  of  three  children — Lyman  J.,  a 
member  of  the  class  of  1883  in  the  Michigan  State 
Agricultural  College  at  Lansing;  Clifton  H.;  and 
Myrtie,  who  died  young. 

James  and  Isabel  (Leech)  McKelvey,  parents  of 
Mrs.  Briggs,  were  born  in  Ireland.  Their  first 
home  in  this  country  was  in  New  York  and  from 
that  State  they  went  to  Akron,  Ohio.  When  they 
came  West  Mr.  McKelvey  abandoned  his  trade, 
blacksmithing,  and  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  good  farm  land  in  Maple  Grove  Township, 
which  he  operated  until  1882,  He  then  retired 
and  took  up  his  residence  in  Nashville.  He  is 
eighty-two  years  of  age  and  is  a  highly-respected 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  His 
wife  entered  into  rest  in  1878. 

Mr.  Briggs  is  a  Republican  and  has  been  a  dele- 
gate  to  county  and  State  conventions  frequently, 
and  a  Central  Committeeman.  After  having  served 
as  a  school  officer  twenty-one  years  he  resigned. 
He  was  Township  Clerk  five  years  and  Township 
Treasurer  quite  a  long  time.  He  belongs  to  the 
Grand  Army  Post  at  Assyria  Center.  He  is  a 
prominent  and  influential  member  of  the  commun- 
ity and  has  social  qualites  that  prepossess  people  in 
his  favor.  Mrs.  Briggs  is  a  consistent  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


iDWARD  GIBBINS.  A  good  illustration 
of  the  progress  that  can  be  made  in  Amer- 
ica by  a  thorough-going,  industrious  man, 
is  found  in  the  life  of  Edward  Gibbins,  a  resident 
of  Chester  Township,  Eaton  County.  He  began 
his  personal  labors  in  life  in  early  boyhood  and 
under  circumstances  that  are  generally  considered 
unfavorable.  He  rose  step  by  step  to  better  places, 
but  still  was  dissatisfied  with  the  progress  he  was 
making  and  the  prospects  for  the  future.  Fully 
convinced  that  in  the  United  States  he  could  be- 
come whatever  his  natural  ability  and  force  of 
Character  allowed,  irrespective  of  class  distinctions, 


he  crossed  the  Atlantic  determined  to  try  his  for- 
tunes here.  He  has  had  to  struggle,  as  all  poor 
men  do,  but  he  has  secured  a  good  property  and 
the  better  guerdon  of  an  honored  place  in  the  com- 
munity. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  William  and 
Elizabeth  (Drake)  Gibbins,  who  died  years  ago. 
The  father  was  a  laboring  man  in  England  and 
was  able  to  give  his  son  but  very  limited  school 
privileges.  Edward  was  born  in  Leicestershire, 
September  14,  1825,  and  reared  in  a  market  town. 
When  ten  years  old  he  began  work  on  a  farm, 
receiving  for  his  services  eight  pence  per  day.  Af- 
ter two  years  he  secured  a  more  remunerative  posi- 
tion, becoming  hostler  in  a  livery  stable  at  five 
pounds  a  year.  He  worked  for  the  same  employer 
six  years,  getting  an  increase  in  wages  each  year, 
and  he  then  became  groom  and  coachman  for  a 
wealthy  manufacturer  who  owned  a  large  estate. 
From  that  position  he  changed  to  that  of  footman 
and  butler  for  the  same  gentleman,  and  he  subse- 
quently went  to  live  with  a  noted  clergyman  of  the 
Church  of  England.  After  three  years  passed  in 
the  service  of  the  rector  he  spent  six  years  in  the 
homes  of  prominent  people  in  London. 

Mr.  Gibbins,  like  many  another  Englishman, 
wished  to  be  his  own  master,  and  taking  passage 
for  America,  bade  adieu  to  his  native  land  March 
7,  1858,  and  landed  at  New  York  April  15.  He 
went  direct  to  Lorain  County,  Ohio,  where  he 
began  work,  doing  whatever  he  could  find  that  was 
honest  employment,  such  as  splitting  rails,  for 
which  he  received  fifty  cents  per  day.  He  worked 
on  in  that  State  until  after  the  war,  when  he  came 
to  Michigan  and  located  in  Eaton  County.  He  had 
virtually  nothing,  but  he  made  arrangements  for 
the  purchase  of  land  in  Chester  Township  and  on 
December  8,  1865,  received  the  deed  of  his  farm. 
The  tract  was  bare  of  improvement  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a  small  log  house,  in  which  he  made  his 
home  until  he  was  able  to  build  a  better  one.  Aid- 
ed by  the  counsel  and  encouragement  of  a  faithful 
wife  to  whose  prudent  control  of  household  mat- 
ters he  gives  the  credit  for  much  of  his  success, 
lie  worked  on  with  untiring  determination  until 
the  results  placed  him  above  want. 

The  wife  of  Mr.  Gibbins  was  born  in  Leicester- 
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shire,  England,  October  17,  1825,  and  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Eliza  Neal.  She  was  joined  in 
wedlock  to  Mr.  Gibbins  March  7,  1857,  and  cross- 
ing the  ocean  with  him,  has  shared  in  all  his  trials 
and  anxieties  and  increased  his  pleasures  by  her 
sympathy  and  participation.  The  family  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Gibbins  consisted  of  Elizabeth,  Charles, 
Frances,  Annie,  Fanny,  Sarah  and  Eliza.  Annie 
died  September  18,  1883,  and  Fanny,  Sarah  and 
Eliza  are  deceased.  Mr.  Gibbins  cast  his  first  bal- 
lot for  Abraham  Lincoln  and  has  never  ceased  in 
his  unwavering  support  of  Republican  principles. 
He  is  a  man  of  good  character,  well  informed 
regarding  the  events  that  are  transpiring  about 
him,  and  thoroughly  in  sympathy  with  American 
institutions.  Mrs.  Gibbins  belongs  to  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church  and  is  a  devout  and  earnest 
Christian. 


(jjp^)LIAS  II.  COLE.  This  gentleman  occupies 
|1U)  a  prominent  station  among  the  farmers  of 
\l-fj  Eaton  County.  His  estate  is  located  on 
section  4,  Kalamo  Township,  and  consists  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  highly  improved  land 
upon  which  all  needed  buildings  have  been  erected 
and  every  improvement  made  which  belongs  to  a 
well-regulated  farm.  The  dwelling  now  occupied 
by  the  family  is  one  of  the  line  farm  houses,  so 
many  of  which  are  seen  in  this  locality,  and  the 
entire  farm  shows  the  thrift  and  energetic  work  of 
its  owner.  His  father,  Jeremiah,  was  a  native  of 
Schoharie  County,  N.  Y.  His  grandfather,  Isaac 
Cole,  was  born  in  Rutland  County,  Vt.,  and  was 
among  the  early  settlers  in  Schoharie  County,  N.  Y., 
where  he  engaged  in  farming.  He  was  one  of  the 
out-and-out  Americans  who  fought  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary War  tinder  Washington.  His  wife  was  a 
Tory  and  always  cheered  the  British  troops  when 
they  passed.  The  grandfather  was  of  Dutch  de- 
scent and  a  member  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church 
and  died  at  Cobaskill,  Schoharie  County,  N.  Y. 

The  great-grandfather  Cole,  was  a  native  of  Hol- 
land and  belonged  to  the  nobility.  He  was  im- 
mensely wealthy  and  came  across  the  ocean  to  New 


York  and  built  the  first  church  in  New  York  in 
which  a  congregation  of  the  Dutch  Reformed 
denomination  worshipped.  He  brought  seven  ship 
loads  from  the  old  country  and  willed  it  to  the 
society.  The  father  of  our  subject  engaged  in 
farming  in  his  native  county  for  a  few  years  and 
then  removed  to  Oswego  County,  where  he  pur- 
chased a  farm  containing  six  hundred  and  forty 
acres  and  was  successful  in  all  his  work  accumulat- 
ing quite  a  fortune.  He  died  in  Oswego  Township 
and  county  at  the  age  of  sixty -six  years.  In  politi- 
cal principles  he  was  a  Democrat.  The  mother  of 
our  subject,  Betsey  McDaniels,  was  born  in  Scho- 
harie County,  N.  Y.  Her  father,  a  native  of  Scot- 
land, came  to  New  York  and  settled  in  Schoharie 
County,  where  he  engaged  in  farming.  His  sons 
served  in  the  War  of  1812.  The  mother  died  in 
Oswego,  N.  Y.,  in  the  '70s.  She  and  her  husband 
were  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

The   subject  of   this   sketch   was  the  eldest  in 
a  family  of  nine  children,  and  was  born  January  9, 
1815,   in    Cobaskill  Township,  Schoharie  County, 
N.  Y.     When  eight  years  old  his  parents  removed 
to  Oswego  County,  the  same  State,  and  resided  on 
a  farm.     His  early  days  were  passed  in  a  log  shanty 
in  the  midst  of  the  woods.     He  assisted  his  father 
in  clearing  the  land  and  drove  the  ox-team  when  he 
hauled  the  logs  to  mill.     His   father  v/as  a  manu- 
facturer of  black  salt  which  he  shipped  to  Albany 
by  canal.     Mr.  Cole's  early  education  was  gained 
in  a  log  school  house  which  was  of  the  same  primi- 
tive fashion  that  has  been  so  often  described  before. 
He  remained  on  the  home  farm  until  twenty-three 
years   old,    and    then    bought  a  farm   in  Oswego 
Township,  on  which   he  lived  until  a  short  time 
after  his  marriage.     He  then  removed  to  Cayuga 
County.     In  the  fall  of  1839  he  came  to  Michigan 
by  boat  to  Detroit,  then  by  a  team  and  wagon  to 
Lodi  Plains  where  he  traded  for  eighty-five  acres 
of  oak  openings  in  Ionia  County.     He  then  made 
his  way  back  to  Detroit.     His  intention  was  to  lo- 
cate and  improve  the  place,  but  the  chills  and  fever 
were  so  prevalent  and   the  people  dying  and  the 
wolves   coming   openly  to  a  man's  door,  that  he 
concluded  that  he  did  not  want  to  die  nor  to  be 
eaten  and  decided  to  go  back  to  New  York  for 
awhile.      After  returning  to  his  native  Stat§  he 
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bought  a  farm  in  Sterling,  Cayuga  Count}',  which 
contained  seventy- five  acres.  He  with  others  signed 
notes  to  help  some  of  their  neighbors  and  by  this 
lost  everything.  Having  lost  his  property  in  New 
York  he  came  to  Michigan  to  retrieve  his  fortunes. 
lie  en  me  by  rail  and  began  work  in  Bellevue  where 
he  engaged  in  teaming.  By  this  work  he  accumu- 
lated enough  to  bring  his  family  here  in  the  spring 
of  1856.  For  two  years  he  rented  land  in  Bellevue 
Township. 

Subsequently  he  purchased  the  farm  that  he  now 
occupies  which  at  that  time  contained  eighty  acres. 
All  his  ventures  were  successful  and,  he  met  his 
payments  three  years  before  due,  and  was  enabled 
later  to  add  forty  acres  at  two  different  times.  At 
that  time  his  land  was  unimproved,  the  woods  be- 
ing full  of  wild  game.  He  cleared  a  portion  and 
built  a  log  house,  and  though  he  had  some  reverses 
such  as  sickness,  etc.,  he  succeeded  well.  In  1866 
he  built  his  present  home,  hauling  all  the  lumber 
from  Sheridan,  Mich.,  with  which  to  build  a  house 
and  barns.  He  raises  good  crops  of  grain  and  hay 
and  has  a  large  flock  of  sheep.  He  has  the  latest 
improvements  in  the  way  of  machinery  for  the 
work  upon  the  farm,  and  has  erected  a  windmill 
and  two  tanks  to  furnish  water  for  the  stock.  He 
has  an  extensive  orchard  containing  four  acres  of 
trees,  costing  from  $200  to  $400.  He  keeps  choice 
stock  on  his  place  and  has  two  teams  of  draft  and 
road  horses,  of  which  he  is  very  proud.  In  his 
large  flock  of  sheep  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  to 
two  hundred  and  fifty  head  are  some  very  fine 
specimens  imported  from  Canada.  He  keeps  the 
Short  horn  cattle  and  a  fine  grade  of  hogs.  This 
large  and  prosperous  farm  is  situated  five  miles 
from  Bellevue. 

Mr.  Cole  owns  and  runs  a  shingle  mill  and  cuts 
fiom  ten  to  fifteen  thousand  shingles  per  day,  and 
makes  from  $15  to  $25  off  that  amount.  This 
mill  is  run  by  horse  power.  The  manufacturing 
of  shingles  enabled  him  in  the  earlier  da}'s  to  pay 
for  his  land.  .  He  was  married  in  Hannibal,  Oswego 
County,  N.  Y.,  January  9,  1837,  to  Miss  Cynthia 
Wiltse.  Mrs.  Cole  is  the  daughter  of  Cornelius 
Wiltse,  and  was  born  in  Schenectady  County,  N.  Y. 
Her  grandfather,  Henry  Wiltse,  was  born  in  New 
York,  where  he  engaged  in  farming,  and  he  served 


in  the  Revolutionar}'  War.  His  wife  was  Ruth 
Serring.  He  removed  to  Oswego  County,  and  lo- 
cated on  a  farm  in  Hannibal  Township.  Mrs.  Cole's 
father  wras  a  farmer  in  New  York  and  owned  an 
estate  containing  one  hundred  and  ten  acres.  He 
was  at  one  time  a  Whig  and  then  entered  the  ranks 
of  the  Republican  party.  He  was  about  eighty 
years  old  at  the  time  of  his  death*.  The  mother, 
Ruth  Shute,  was  a  native  of  the  same  State  and  the 
daughter  of  Henry  Shute.  Her  father  was  one  of 
the  earty  settlers  and  farmers  in  the  county  in 
which  she  was  born.  Her  mother  died  in  Hannibal 
Township  at  the  age  of  fifty-four  years.  Mrs. 
Cole  was  the  third  in  a  family  of  eleven  children, 
and  was  born  Februarjr  13,  1815.  She  was  well 
educated  for  the  few  advantages  she  obtained  and 
always  stood  at  the  head  of  the  class,  and  was  pro- 
ficient in  the  work  of  the  women  of  those  days, 
spinning,  knitting  and  weaving  cloth. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cole  are  the  parents  of  five  chil- 
dren: Mrs.  Mary  E.  Williamson,  residing  in  Kalamo 
Township,  on  a  farm;  Mrs.  Jane  Williamson,  who 
died  in  Kalamo  in  1871;  Frank,  married  and  re- 
sides on  the  home  farm;  Rosette,  who  died  in  the 
State  of  New  York;  and  Caroline  also  deceased. 
For  several  years  our  subject  served  as  Path  master 
of  the  township.  Mrs.  Cole  is  a  consistent  member 
of  the  Baptist  Church  of  Bellevue.  Mr.  Cole  is  a 
Republican  to  the  backbone  and  voted  for  William 
Henry  Harrison  in  1840.  He  was  too  old  to  enter 
the  service  during  the  Rebellion  but  furnished 
money  to  help  pay  to  fill  the  quota.  He  has  served 
at  different  times  on  juries  and  as  delegate  to  the 
county  conventions. 


WJ 


<jf/OHN  G.  ALSPAUGH,  a  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser  of  P^aton  Township,  may  well  be  con- 
sidered a  pioneer  of  Eaton  County,  though 
not  an  early  settler,  as  he  located  here  in  the 
forest  wilds  and  has  hewed  out  a  desirable  farm. 
He  is  a  native  of  Seneca  County,  Ohio,  where  he 
was  born  June  1,  1835,  in  the  pioneer  home  of  his 
parents,  Michael  and  Catherine  (Guysbert)  Als- 
paugh,  who  were  natives  respectively  of  Pennsyl- 
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vania  and  Maryland.  His  ancestors  on  both  sides 
of  the  house  were  Germans.  His  parents  were 
early  settlers  of  Seneca  County,  and  there  they 
reared  a  family  of  five  children,  of  whom  there 
are  but  two  survivors — John  G.  and  his  sister 
Jane,  wife  of  Benjamin  A.  Cooley,  of  Eaton 
County. 

Our  subject  early  became  a  practical  farmer  and 
has  made  that  honorable  calling  his  lifework.     He 
received   a  limited  education  in  the  early  pioneer 
schools  of  Ohio,  which  he  has  since  improved  by 
intelligent  reading.     He  continued  to  live  in  his 
native  county   until    his   twentieth    year.     In  the 
spring  of  1854  he  came  to  Eaton   County  and  has 
resided  here  ever  since.     He  had  bought  his  pres- 
ent farm   before  coming   here  and  two  years  pre- 
vious  to   settling   on    it  hired  a  man   to  put  up  a 
cabin  for  him.     The  building,  which  is  eighteen  by 
twenty-four  feet  in  dimensions,  still  stands  on   the 
place  and  is  used  as  a  tool  house,  being  one  of  the 
pioneer   landmarks  of   the  district.     In  1884  Mr. 
Alspaugh  built  the  substantial,  well  fitted  up  resi- 
dence in   which   he   now   lives,   and   he  has  other 
suitable   buildings   on   his    homestead,    besides  all 
necessary  farming  machinery.     His  farm  comprises 
eighty  acres  of  land  tint  is  finely  improved  and   is 
free    from   encumbrance.     He   had    practically  no 
means  when    he  started   out   in  life,  as  he  had  but 
$20  left  in  money  when  he  came   here.     But  from 
that  meagre  capital  he   has  secured  a  competency 
that  will  fortify  him  well  against  poverty  when  he 
shall  have  retired  from  active  business. 

Mr.  Alspaugh  has  been  twice  married.  He  was 
married  April  7,  1860,  to  Miss  Nancy  Stewart,  a 
native  of  Jackson  County,  this  Slate,  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  Benjamin  and  Sarah  Stewart,  who  were  early 
settlers  of  Michigan.  By  that  union  two  children 
were  born  to  our  subject— Mary  J.  and  Laura,  wife 
of  H.  H.  Bryan.  But  four  years  of  wedded  life 
were  granted  to  our  subject  and  his  first  wife  when 
they  were  called  upon  to  part  by  her  untimely 
death  September  15,  1864.  Mr.  Abpaugh's  sec- 
ond marriage  was  with  Mrs.  Adelia  B.  Cook,  widow 
of  Jay  Cook,  of  Eaton  County,  and  she  cheerfully 
co-operates  with  him  in  making  their  home  cozy 
and  comfortable. 

Mr.   Alspaugh   is  a  firm  believer  in  the  Demo- 


cratic party  ?nd  gives  it  his  hearty  support  at  the 
polls.  He  is  a  truly  religious  man,  whose  Chris- 
tianity is  a  part  of  his  every-day  life,  and  in  him 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  finds  one  of  its 
most  faithful  members  and  officers,  he  being  Stew- 
ard  of  the  church.  His  good  wife  is  also  of  the 
same  faith  and  is  a  church  member.  He  has  held 
the  important  office  of  Township  Road  Commis- 
sioner for  eight  years,  and  to  his  zeal  and  ability  in 
the  discharge  of  the  work  thus  devolving  upon 
him  this  part  of  the  county  is  much  indebted.  He 
has  interested  himself  in  local  education,  has  been 
School  Director  and  is  now  School  Assessor  of  his 
district.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Grange  and  of  the 
Farmers'  Alliance. 


-^E 


ICHAEL  MERKEL,  who  won  a  good  record 
while  fighting  for  his  adopted  country  in 
the  late  war  and  has  since  acquired  as  high 
a  reputation  as  a  useful  citizen  of  Eaton 
County,  is  a  leading  representative  German-Amer- 
ican farmer  and  stock-raiser,  owning  and  suc- 
cessfully managing  a  fine  farm  on  section  33,  Eaton 
Township.  He  is  a  native  of  Bavaria,  Germany, 
born  June  3,  1841.  His  parents  were  John  G.  and 
Margaret  Merkel,  who  were  also  Germans.  The 
father  died  in  his  native  land;  the  mother  is  still 
living  in  her  native  country. 

Our  subject  was  the  second  son  of  the  family 
and  he  passed  the  early  years  of  his  life  amid  the 
scenes  of  his  birth  until  he  was  in  his  nineteenth 
year.  From  the  time  he  was  a  small  boy  he  had  to 
assist  in  the  labors  of  his  father's  farm,  and  he  also 
attended  the  excellent  schools  of  his  native  land 
and  acquired  a  good  education.  Since  coming  to 
this  country  he  has  gained  a  good  knowledge  of  the 
English  language  and  uses  it  in  the  transaction  of 
all  his  business. 

In  the  spring  of  1860  Mr.  Merkel  took  an  im- 
portant step  in  life  that  undoubtedly  contributed 
to  his  after  success,  as  he  then  emigrated  to  this 
country,  taking  passage  on  the  good  ship  "Fair- 
field," and  after  a  voyage  of  thirty-seven  days, 
landing   at  New  York  City.     He   made  his  way 
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directly  to  Ashland  County,  Ohio,  and  worked 
there  a  short  time  ns  a  farm  hand.  The  great  civil 
strife  between  the  North  and  South  broke  out  and 
after  watching  its  progress  with  deep  interest  for  a 
few  months  he  decided  to  cast  in  his  lot  with  the 
brave  boys  in  blue  who  were  fighting  to  preserve 
the  Union  intact.  He  enlisted  in  Battery  D,  First 
Ohio  Artillery,  September  5,- 1861.  His  regiment 
was  first  attached  to  Nelson's  Division  in  Eastern 
Kentucky  and  fought  Gen.  Humphrey  Marshall  in 
the  battle  of  Ivy  Mountain. 

Our  subject  was  afterward  transferred  to  Gen. 
Buell's  army  and  was  present  at  the  battle  of  Shiloh, 
took  part  in  the  siege  of  Corinth  and  afterward  the 
siege  of  Knoxville,  helped  fight  the  battles  of  Res- 
aca,  Ga.,  Kenesaw  Mountain  and  Atlanta,  subse- 
quently at  Altoona,  Franklin  and  Nashville,  besides 
being  active  in  a  sharp  engagement  near  Wilming- 
ton N.  C,  and  in  many  others  of  minor  importance. 
He  served  all  through  the  famous  Georgia  cam- 
paign. He  had  some  narrow  escapes  from  death 
on  the  battle-field.  August  6,  1864,  during  the 
siege  of  Atlanta,  he  was  wounded  in  the  right  foot. 
At  Kenesaw  Mountain  a  small  ball  from  a  shell  that 
burst  near  him  penetrated  his  canteen  and  that 
only  prevented  his  being  dangerously  wounded  or 
possibly  killed.  He  was  honorably  discharged  July 
16,  1865,  and  receives  a  small  pension. 

From  the  battle-fields  of  the  South  Mr.  Merkel 
returned  to  Ohio,  and  there  the  brave  soldier  was 
rewarded  for  the  trials  and  hardships  of  his  army 
life  by  the  hand  and  heart  of  Miss  Elizabeth  Smith 
to  whom  he  was  wedded  in  Ashland  County,  No- 
vember 30,  1865.  Mrs.  Merkel  is  a  daughter  of 
John  Smith  of  that  county.  Her  marriage  with  our 
subject  has  brought  them  three  children,  of  whom 
these  two  are  living — John  and  Charles  W. 

In  the  spring  of  1869  Mr.  Merkel  came  with  his 
family  to  Eaton  County,  and  has  ever  since  made 
his  home  within  its  borders.  He  bought  eighty 
acres  of  land,  ten  of  which  were  cleared  and  the 
remainder  mostly  well  wooded.  It  required  much 
hard  pioneer  labor  to  bring  it  to  its  present  fine 
condition  as  one  of  the  most  fertile  and  best  tilled 
places  in  this  vicinity.  He  and  his  family  began 
housekeeping  on  the  homestead  in  a  small  log  cabin 
which  continued   to  be  their  dwelling  some  years. 


But  in  1879  he  replaced  that  humble  abode  with  an 
attractive    brick  residence,  which   is  conveniently 
arranged  and  supplied  with  every  needed  comfort 
and  there  are  other  suitable  buildings  for  farming 
purposes.     It  may  well  be  Mr.  Merkel's  pride  that 
from  the  small  sum  of  $11  he   brought   with   him 
from  the  Fatherland  he  has  builded  up  a  handsome 
competency.     He  is  well  thought  of  by  the  people, 
among  whom    he  has  so  long  made  his  home,  as  he 
has  won   their  confidence  by  his  upright  dealings. 
He  is  a  valued  member   of   the   Roman    Catholic 
Church,  and    does   all  that  he  can    to    elevate    the 
social  and  religious  status  of  the  community.     He 
is  also  identified  with  the  Farmer's  Alliance.     Mr. 
Merkel  is  one  of  the  farmers  of  this  section  of  the 
county  who   are  interested  in  raising  wool  and  he 
has  a  flock  of   fine-grade    Merino  sheep  that  com- 
pare with  the  best  in  the  neighborhood. 


ATHEW    HALL.     The    traveler     passing 
through  Barry   County   invariably   pauses 
to  notice  the  elegant  residence  and   fine 
estate  belonging  to  the  gentleman   whose 
biographical  sketch  is  here  briefly  presented.    This 
farm,  which  comprises  one  hundred  acres  and  which 
is  represented  by  a  view  on  another  page,  is  pleas- 
antly located  on  section   32,  Hastings  Township, 
and  with  its  various  improvements  cost  over  $8,000. 
The  prosperity  which   has  crowned   the  efforts  of 
Mr.  Hall  is  due  entirely  to   his  unaided   exertions, 
for  when  he  commenced  the   battle  of  life  on   his 
own  account  he  had  no  capital  except  that  repre- 
sented by  vigorous  health,  an  energetic  disposition 
and  a  determination   to  succeed.     Now    his   land 
pays  an  annual  tribute  of  golden  grain,  and  every 
season  his  barns  are  filled  with  the  cereals  gathered 
during  the  harvest.     The  family  residence,  erected 
in  1886  after  the  latest  style  of  architecture,  is  one 
of  the  finest  in  the  county  and  contains  all  modern 
conveniences  for  the  comfort  of  the  household. 

Mr.  Hall  was  born  May  29,  1839,  in  Bath  Town- 
ship, Steuben  County,  N.  Y.  His  parents,  Amos 
andLydia  (Douglas)  Hall,  were  natives  respectively 
of  Pennsylvania  and  New  York.     They  were  poor 
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but  worthy  people  and  made  many  friends  wherever 
they  resided.  The  mother  died  in  Wood  County, 
Ohio,  and  later  the  father  came  to  Michigan,  where 
he  passed  from  earth  in  1880.  Their  family  com- 
prised five  children,  of  whom  one  died  in  the  late 
war  and  the  others  are  located  in  Michigan.  Our 
subject  had  few  opportunities  of  gaining  an  educa- 
tion in  his  youth,  for  when  a  me/e  child  he  was 
bound  out  and  continued  thus  engaged  until  he 
attained  his  majority,  acquiring  in  the  meantime 
the  habits  of  industry  which  have  since  been  of 
such  material  benefit  to  him.  In  the  spring  of 
1866  he  came  to  this  State  and  settled  in  Baltimore 
Township,  Barry  County,  where  he  purchased  a 
small  tract  of  land. 

After  a  brief  time  devoted  to  clearing  the  land 
and  tilling  the  soil,  Mr.  Hall  sold  his  farm  at  a  fair 
profit  and  purchased  the  estate  which  has  since  been 
his  home.  At  the  time  of  the  purchase  it  contained 
a  small  log  house,  which  continued  to  be  the  fam- 
ily abode  until  1886,  when  it  was  superseded  by 
the  present  fine  residence.  In  conjunction  with 
this,  many  other  improvements  have  been  made 
upon  the  place;  trees  have  been  set  out,  the  soil  has 
been  fertilized,  and  many  outbuildings  have  been 
erected,  which  increase  the  value  of  the  farm  and 
add  greatly  to  its  conveniences.  Although  not 
one  of  the  first  settlers  in  Barry  County,  Mr.  Hall 
had  many  pioneer  experiences  and  was  called  upon 
to  endure  many  hardships  during  the  development 
of  his  land.  As  one  who  has  contributed  to  the 
welfare  of  the  county  and  aided  in  its  growth,  he 
is  esteemed  wherever  known. 

Our  subject  justly  considers  the  most  valuable 
Christmas  present  ever  received  by  him  to  have 
been  his  wife,  with  whom  he  was  united  in  marriage 
December  25,  1860.  For  more  than  thirty  years 
they  have  trod  life's  pathway  side  by  side,  each 
finding  an  efficient  co-laborer  in  the  other,  and 
sharing  mutually  their  joys  and  sorrows.  Mrs. 
Hall  was  formerly  Miss  Diana  Mf  Bryant,  and  was 
born  in  Fremont,  Ohio,  October  7,  1842.  Her 
father,  William  Bryant,  a  native  of  the  Empire 
State,  died  in  Ohio;  her  mother,  who  was  known  in 
maidenhood  as  Melissa  Sherman,  and  who  was  like- 
wise born  in  New  York,  is  still  living  in  Ohio.  The 
limited  education  which  Mrs.  Hall  received  in  her 


childhood  has  been  freatly  extended  by  reading 
and  observation,  while  her  culture  and  refinement 
cause  her  to  be  considered  a  cherished  ornament  in 
society.  Not  only  has  she  been  an  affectionate  wife, 
but  also  a  wise  and  tender  mother  to  the  eight  chil- 
dren she  has  borne  her  husband. 

In  regard  to  the  children  of  our  subject  and  his 
estimable  wife  we  note  the  following:  Alice,  the 
eldest,  owns  and  manages  a  millinery  establishment 
in  Hastings;  Clarissa  A.  is  deceased;  Charles,  who 
married  Myrtle  Clark,  owns  and  operates  a  farm  in 
Baltimore  Township;  Addie  became  the  wife  of 
Fred  Stowell,  a  prosperous  merchant  in  Hastings; 
William  is  a  clerk  in  a  hardware  store  at  Hastings; 
Edna,  Matthew  and  Clara  are  all  at  home  and  have 
received  excellent  advantages  in  the  schools  of  the 
district.  Mr.  Hall  has  served  as  Justice  of  the 
Peace  of  Hastings  Township,  and  politically,  votes 
the  Greenback  ticket.  Socially,  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  at  Hastings. 
He  was  sent  as  delegate  two  consecutive  years  to 
the  Greenback  State  Convention  at  Grand  Rapids, 
representing  Barry  County. 

^  iMLLIAM  UPJOHN,  M.  D.  The  name  of 
\/\i  Upjohn  is  familiar  to  the  older  citizens  of 
Wy/  Barry  County  by  reason  of  the  connection 
of  those  who  bore  it  with  the  interests  of  this  local- 
ity from  an  early  period  in  its  development.  It  is 
honored  on  account  of  the  noble  characters,  brill- 
iant minds  and  useful  deeds  of  its  wearers,  one  of 
the  most  prominent  of  whom  is  the  subject  of  this 
brief  record,  the  first  resident  physician  of  Hast- 
ings. 

The  parents  of  Dr.  Upjohn  were  William  and 
Mary  (Standard)  Upjohn,  natives  of  England  who 
became  husband  and  wife  in  1795.  Mr.  Upjohn 
was  a  civil  engineer  by  profession.  He  sailed  for 
America  in  1830  and  settled  at  Hyde  Park,  N.  Y., 
where  he  sojourned  but  a  short  time,  after  which 
he  purchased  a  farm  in  Pittsford  Township,  Mon- 
roe County,  which  was  his  home  until  death.  He 
passed  away  in  1848,  leaving  to  his  descendants 
the  record  of  a  well-spent  life.     He  was  a  man  of 
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more  than  ordinary  culture  and  refinement,  being 
a  highly  educated  man  for  those  times,  of  high 
moral  character  and  fervent  piety.  He  prized  re- 
ligion above  all  things  else,  and  for  more  than  forty 
years  of  his  life  he  preached  the  Gospel  from  the 
pulpit,  while  by  his  contributions  to  religious 
newspapers  and  the  publications  of  various  relig- 
ious works  he  scattered  the  seeds  of  Christianity 
broadcast  over  the  land.  He  reared  a  family  of 
three  sons  and  nine  daughters,  and  all  the  sons  chose 
the  profession  of  medicine  and  became  successful 
physicians  and  surgeons  and  honorable  and  prom- 
inent  citizens. 

In  Shaftsbury,  Dorsetshire,  England,  March  4, 
1807,  William  Upjohn  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light 
of  day.  In  common  with  his  brothers  he  was  finely 
educated  and  thoroughly  prepared  for  the  work  to 
which  he   chose  to  devote  his  talents.     In  1828  he 
and  his   brother  Uriah  came  to  America  and  spent 
some  time  in  traveling  through  various  States  in 
order  to  find  a  suitable  location  for  a   permanent 
settlement.     They  chose    Hyde    Park,  N.  Y.,  and 
hither  their  parents  came  within  a  short  time.     In 
1835  the  younger  Upjohns  came  to  Michigan  and 
made  a  settlement  in  Richland  Township,  Kalama- 
zoo  County.     There  Dr.  William  Upjohn  bought 
a  farm  and  spent  two  years  in   clearing   land  and 
doing   other   pioneer  work.     He  was  not  pleased 
with  the  work,  having  no  taste  for  an  agricultural 
career,  and  he  therefore  united  with  his  brother  in 
the  practice  of  medicine,  remaining  in  that  neigh- 
borhood four  years.     In  1841  he  came  to  Hastings 
where  there  were  some  dozen  families  and  estab- 
lished himself  in  his  profession. 

In  1842  Dr.  Upjohn  led  to  the  hymeneal  altar 
Miss  AfTa  Connett,  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
Connett,  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  One  short  year 
of  wedded  life  was  all  that  was  enjoyed  by  Mrs. 
Upjohn  ere  she  was  called  by  the  death  angel. 
Some  years  later,  in  1847  Dr.  Upjohn  contracted 
a  second  matrimonial  alliance,  having  won  the  heart 
and  hand  of  Miss  Lydia  A.  Connett,  a  sister  of  his 
first  wife.  This  marriage  was  blessed  by  the  birth 
of  three  children,  but  one  of  whom  is  now  liv- 
ing, Mane  E.,  a  lady  of  unusual  culture  and  true 
refinement,  who  is  one  of  the  leading  members  of 
Hastings   society.     The   eldest   daughter   died   in 


infancy;  Alfa,  who    became   the  wife   of   George 
Davis   in    1879,  died   in   October,    1885,  leaving 
a  daughter— Helena   Northcote  Davis.     This  little 
miss  is  being  reared   by  her  aunt  in   the  dwelling 
formerly  occupied  by  her  grandparents  and  which 
once   resounded    to   the   happy  tones   of  her  own 
mother's  voice.     The  youngest  daughter,  Mane  E., 
married  John  Beamer  in  1879  and  by  this  union 
was  born  a  daughter— Mary  E.     After  establishing 
himself  in  Hastings  Dr.  William   Upjohn   bought 
land  and  built  a  residence  on   the  banks   of  Thorn 
Apple  River  near   the   present  site  of   the  water- 
works.    He  subsequently  bought  property  just  east 
of  the  business  portion  of  the  town  and  erected 
thereon  a  cozy  dwelling  in  which   he  lived   some 
five  years.     It  was  then  traded  for  a  residence  on 
Broadway,  which  was  his  home  from  that  time  until 
he  laid  aside  the  burdens  of  life,  August  2,  1887. 
[lis  faithful  wife  survived    him  but  a  few  years, 
breathing  her  last  December  15,  1890.     The  Doc- 
tor was  the   owner   of   considerable    land    in  the 
county,  and  city  property  that  is   quite  valuable. 
His   daughter,  Mane  E.,  is  so  well    eupplied   with 
means  as  to  be  able  to  indulge   every  legitimate 
taste,  whether  for  her  own  culture  and  recreation 
or  for  the  good  of  those  about  her.     Her  life  in 
nowise  detracts  from  the  lustre  of  the  family  name, 
but  by  her  merits  she  is  lengthening  the   record 
already  made  by  her  ancestors. 

In   1852   Dr.  Upjohn  was   elected    Registrar  of 
Deeds  and  the  same  year  was  elected  a  member  of 
the  first  Board  of  Regents  of  the  State  University. 
Fie  neglected  no  duty  belonging  to  his  station  and 
did  not  relax  in  his  devotion  to  his  profession,which 
he  thought  one  of  the  noblest.  In  1862  Gov.  Blair 
tendered  him  the  position  of  surgeon  in   the   Sev- 
enth Michigan  Cavalry  and  be  accepted  the  office 
and  went  with  his  regiment  to  the  front.     From 
the   position  of  Regimental  Surgeon  he  was  pro- 
moted to  be  Surgeon-in-Chief  of  the  First  Brigade, 
First  Cavalry  Division  of  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac.    He  was  with  Kilpatrick  during  his  raids  on 
Richmond  and  accompanied  Gen.  Sherman  up  the 
James  River.     He  served  with  distinction  until  the 
close  of  the  war,  when  he  returned   home   and   re- 
sumed the  work  he  had  laid  down  in  order  to  enter 
the  army.     From  the  first  day  of  his  professional 
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work  he  was  prompt  to  respond  to  all  calls  whether 
from  the  rich  or  poor,  and  before  the  facilities  for 
travel  were  as  good  as  at  present  he  followed  the 
Indian  trail  night  or  day,  in  sunshine  or  in  storm. 
His  name  is  a  household  word  and  the  noble  life 
and  character  of  the  man  who  was  loved  by  all  and 
feared  by  none  is  held  up  as  a  model  in  many 
homes.  Politically,  Dr.  Upjohn  was  a  Republican. 
He  belonged  to  the  State  and  County  Medical  So- 
cieties and  did  much  to  promote  the  objects  for 
which  they  were  organized. 
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?LLEN  SOUTHWORTH  enjoys  the  repu- 
tation of  being  the  first  male  white  child 
born  in  Eaton  Township,  Eaton  County, 
and  is  thoroughly  identified  with  the  devel- 
opment of  what  was  once  a  wilderness  into  the 
highly  cultivated  fields  of  the  present  day.  As  a 
citizen  widely  known  and  universally  honored,  as 
a  prominent  farmer  and  successful  stock-raiser  of 
this  county,  we  are  pleased  to  present  this  brief 
biographical  notice  to  the  readers  of  the  Album. 
The  estate  on  which  Mr.  South  worth  has  passed 
almost  his  entire  life,  is  pleasantly  located  on  sec- 
tion 17,  Eaton  Township,  and  comprises  fifty  acres 
of  valuable  land,  besides  some  other  land  which  he 
owns  in  partnership  with  his  brother,  devoted  to 
the  raising  of  cereals  and  the  pasturage  of  stock. 
He  makes  a  specialty  of  Short-horn  cattle,  fine 
wool  and  imported  Shropshire  sheep,  and  in  the 
raising  of  these  has  been  uniformly  successful. 

The  biographical  record  of  the  father  of  our 
subject  is  an  interesting  one,  furnishing  profitable 
material  for  the  chronicler  of  facts  as  well  as 
instructive  lessons  for  the  youth  of  today.  He 
has  now  passed  beyond  the  reach  of  praise  or  blame, 
but  his  memory  is  dear  to  his  children,  to  those 
whom  he  often  and  generously  aided,  to  those  who 
knew  the  purity  of  his  life.  He  possessed  the 
essentials  of  true  manhood,  that  unfaltering  devo- 
tion to  duty,  that  serene  self-denial  and  strength 
of  character  which  enabled  him  to  use  the  exper- 
iences of  life  for  his  own  and  others'  good.  James 
Southworth   was  born  in    the  State  of   New  York 


and  reared  to  farming  pursuits.  Upon  attaining 
years  of  maturity  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Sarah  Fullerton,  a  native  of  Washington  Co., 
N.  Y.  Early  in  the  '30s  he  migrated  to  Michigan 
and  after  residing  for  a  time  in  several  places, 
settled  on  a  farm  which  is  now  owned  and  operated 
by  our  subject. 

Mr.  Southworth  was  not  exempt  from  the  hard- 
ships which  invariably  fall  to  the  lot  of  pioneers, 
but  he  lived  to  reap  the  reward  of  his  early  labors, 
to  see  the  country  which  had  been  inhabited  only 
by  Indians  and  wild  beasts,  made  beautiful  by 
fields  of  waving  grain  and  ripening  fruit,  while 
churches,  school-houses  and  pleasant  residences 
enhanced  the  natural  beauty  of  the  scenery.  As 
might  be  expected,  Mr.  Southworth  served  his 
community  in  various  official  capacities,  being 
Highway  Commissioner,  Treasurer  of  Eaton  Town- 
ship, and  invariably  casting  his  ballot  with  the 
Democratic  party.  In  his  religious  convictions,  he 
was  a  Universalist.  After  a  long  life,  devoted  to 
extending  the  principles  of  justice  and  benev- 
olence through  his  own  high  standard  of  right,  he 
died  January  11,  1867,  and  was  followed  to  his 
last  resting  place  by  a  large  concourse  of  citizens. 

The  parental  family  included  six  children : 
Susan  M.,  a  resident  of  Eaton  Township;  Allen, 
our  subject;  Emma  J.,  the  wife  of  George  Kinsel, 
a  farmer  in  Eaton  Township;  Myron,  who  resides 
in  Charlotte,  Mich.;  Elijah  and  Olive  are  deceased. 
The  mother  of  our  subject,  now  in  the  seventy- 
seventh  year  of  her  age,  still  resides  on  the  home 
farm  and  is  among  the  oldest  surviving  pioneers  of 
the  county.  Religiously  she  is  a  member  of  the 
Universalist  Church.  Of  late  years  she  has  been 
somewhat  indisposed,  although  during  her  early 
life  she  was  quite  healthy  and  vigorous.  He  of 
whom  we  write  was  born  January  13,  1837,  and 
was  reared  to  manhood  amid  the  frontier  scenes  of 
this  county,  receiving  but  a  meager  education  on 
account  of  the  limited  advantages  offered,  and 
assisting  his  father  in  developing  a  farm  from  the 
unbroken  soil.  Wolves  were  numerous  during  his 
boyhood  and  often  he  could  hear  them  howling  in 
the  distance. 

On  March  23,  1869,  Mr.  Southworth  was  united 
in  marriage   with   Miss  Ellen  Gladding,  who  was 
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born  in  Ashland,  Ohio,  September  18,  1846.  Mrs. 
Sou th worth  is  the  daughter  of  Onslow  H.  and  Sarah 
Gladding,  both  natives  of  the  State  of  New  York 
and  early  settlers  of  Ashland  County,  Ohio.  In 
1856  the  family  migrated  to  Eaton  County,  Mich., 
and  settled  in  Eaton  Township.  When  the  Civil 
War  broke  out,  Mr.  Gladding  offered  his  services 
in  defence  of  his  country,  and  going  to  the  front, 
participated  in  several  engagements  with  the  enemy. 
Mrs.  Gladding  passed  from  earth  in  1861.  Mrs. 
Southworth  is  one  of  eight  children,  of  whom  the 
following  survive:  Rebecca,  wife  of  David  Mc- 
Cullough,  of  Van  Buren  County,  Mich.;  Mrs. 
Southworth;  Sarah,  Mrs.  Chauncey  Potter,  of 
Charlotte,  Mich.;  and  Willis  L.,  a  resident  of  Jack- 
son County,  Mich.  The  deceased  are — Hannah, 
Henrietta,  Ada,  and  one  who  died  in  infancy. 

Politically,  Mr.  Southworth  is  a  Democrat,  and 
casts  his  ballot  and  uses  his  influence  in  behalf  of 
those  principles  which  he  believes  to  be  for  the  best 
interests  of  our  country.  Mrs.  Southworth  is  a 
consistent  member  of  the  Universalist  Church  and 
is  a  valued  member  of  society,  which  her  culture 
and  talents  qualify  her  to  adorn.  It  is,  however, 
within  her  home  that  her  deepest  love  finds  ex- 
pression and  that  her  noble  qualities  are  best  appre- 
ciated; she  has  been  a  devoted  helpmate  and  a 
loving  wife,  and  to  her  Mr.  Southworth  justly 
attributes  much  of  the  success  which  has  attended 
his  efforts.  Too  much  honor  cannot  be  given  by 
the  rising  generation  to  those  brave  and  sturdy 
pioneers  who  have  transformed  the  unbroken  prairie 
into  finely  improved  farms,  and  as  one  of  that 
number  the  name  of  Mr.  Southworth  will  be  held 
in  honor  long  after  he  shall  have  passed  hence. 
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^ETER  HORN  is  one  of  the  large  landowners 
Jjj  of  Eaton  County,  his  property  consisting  of 
^  two  hundred  and  fifty-six  acres  in  Carmel 
and  Walton  Townships.  The  farm  upon 
which  he  lives  has  been  brought  to  its  high  state 
of  cultivation  by  himself,  and  the  numerous  sub- 
stantial buildings  which  adorn  it  are  also  the  result 
of  his  enterprise  and  zeal.     The  residence,  a  home- 


like and  commodious  brick  house,  was  put  up  in 
1869,  and  with  its  neat  surroundings  is  an  attractive 
feature  of  the  landscape.  Noting  the  comforts  and 
even  luxuries  that  now  surround  him,  Mr.  Horn 
looks  back  with  mingled  feelings  to  the  time  when 
he  began  housekeeping  with  a  bare  shilling. 

The  birthplace  of  Peter  Horn  was  York  County, 
Pa.,  and  his  natal  day  June  24,  1819.  His  father 
was  Peter  Horn,  Sr.,  a  native  of  the  same  county 
and  a  brickmaker  and  distiller.  He  died  in  1845 
at  the  age  of  fifty-seven  years.  He  was  identified 
with  the  Presbyterian  Church.  The  father  of  Peter 
Horn,  Sr.,  was  John  Horn,  who  emigrated  from 
Wurtemburg,  Germany,  in  Colonial  days,  and  was 
descended  from  a  prominent  family  in  the  Father- 
land. He  served  seven  years  and  six  months  in 
the  Colonial  army  and  was  a  member  of  Washing- 
ton's body  guard  at  the  capture  of  Yorktown.  He 
was  a  fine  specimen  of  physical  manhood,  being 
six  feet  in  height,  well-built  and  strong.  He  died 
about  1824. 

The  wife  of  Peter  Horn,  Sr.,  and  mother  of  our 
subject,  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Barbara  Markel. 
She  was  born  in  York,  Pa.,  and  was  of  German 
descent,  and  she  died  in  Michigan  in  1858,  when 
about  seventy-five  years  old.  Her  father  was  a 
man  of  extraordinary  vigor,  who  lived  to  be  eighty- 
seven  years  old  and  then  died  from  the  effects  of  a 
boil,  never  having  been  sick  a  day  in  his  life.  He 
could  chop  two  cords  of  four-foot  wood  in  a  day, 
even  at  his  great  age.  Mrs.  Horn  was  a  half-sister 
to  Gen.  Joe  Markell,  the  hero  of  Miescisciawa. 
She  was  the  mother  of  two  daughters  and  four  sons, 
but  all  are  now  deceased  except  our  subject  and  one 
brother,  David,  of  this  township. 

The  birth  of  Peter  Horn  took  place  in  a  tenant 
house  four  miles  from  Little  York,  Pa.,  and  he  was 
reared  partially  in  the  town.  He  learned  brick- 
making,  which  he  followed  to  some  extent  from  his 
ninth  year  until  he  was  sixty.  From  his  native 
State  he  went  to  Ohio,  settling  in  Ashland  County, 
where  he  carried  on  brick-making  about  four  years. 
In  1854  he  came  to  this  State  and  located  in  Eaton 
County,  on  section  27,  Carmel  Township.  The 
following  spring  he  bought  a  farm  which  he  has 
since  cleared,  improved  and  cultivated.  When  he 
came  here  the  section  in  which  he  now  lives  was 
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covered  with  heavy  forests  in  which  all  kinds  of 
wild  game  abounded  and  Indians  frequently  came 
through  on  hunting  expeditions.  During  the  first 
winter  Mr.  Horn  killed  twenty-nine  deer. 

Soon  after  he  settled  here  Mr.  Horn  began  brick- 
making  and  continued  to  work  at  the  business 
until  1878.  He  is  virtually  the  father  of  the  in- 
dustry in  Eaton  County  and  he  has  operated  brick- 
yards in  various  localities.  He  learned  to  be  a 
distiller  and  followed  that  business  for  a  few  years, 
but  foreseeing  the  inevitable  outcome  he  determined 
to  abandon  it  years  and  years  ago.  The  schooling 
obtained  by  Mr.  Horn  was  included  in  a  period  of 
fourteen  months,  and  with  this  slight  foundation 
he  has  made  his  way  in  knowledge  as  he  did  in 
business.  He  has  an  active  mind  and  a  determined 
wil!,  and  having  once  set  his  mark  he  was  not 
readily  turned  aside  from  his  purpose  to  place 
himself  at  least  on  a  par  with  the  majority  of  man- 
kind. 

The  first  marriage  of  Mr.  Horn  was  solemnized 
July  29,  1840,  his  bride  being  Mary  Bendel,  a 
native  of  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  who  shared  his 
fortunes  until  December  11,  1863.  She  had  become 
the  mother  of  nine  children,  named  respectively, 
Albert  E.,  William  H.,  Alfred,  George,  Andrew, 
Mary  A.,  Jacob  M.,  Benjamin  F.  and  Jefferson  P. 
The  last  four  named  are  still  living.  A  second 
marriage  was  contracted  by  Mr.  Horn  April  10, 
1864,  his  bride  on  this  occasion  being  Miss  Louise 
Laib,  a  native  of  Ohio.  Of  this  union  the  follow- 
ing children  have  been  born:  Charles  H.,  Inez, 
Lucy  J.,  Peter  S.,  Francis  M.,  Ida  A.,  Josephus, 
Arthur,  Louisa  N.  and  Jane  G.  Of  this  family 
Lucy  and  Louisa  are  deceased. 

The  first  Presidential  vote  cast  by  Mr.  Horn  was 
for  Gen.  W.  H.  Harrison,  but  since  1856  he  has 
voted  the  straight  Republican  ticket.  There  have 
been  but  two  or  three  county  conventions  held 
since  he  has  resided  here  to  which  he  has  not  gone 
as  a  delegate  and  he  has  often  been  sent  to  the  dis- 
trict and  State  meetings.  He  has  been  Chairman 
of  the  Township  Central  Committee  twenty-five 
years.  In  the  public  work  of  the  township  Mr. 
Horn  has  been  called  upon  to  take  an  active  part; 
he  has  been  Township  Treasurer  four  years,  High- 
way  Commissioner   three    years,   Justice   of    the 


Peace  twelve  years  and  Drainage  Commissioner 
two  years.  In  1884  he  received  fourteen  hundred 
majority  for  County  Coroner  and  held  that  office 
two  years,  and  for  twenty  years  he  has  been  an 
officer  in  the  school  district.  He  is  high  in  the 
circles  of  Odd  Fellowship,  has  been  a  delegate  to 
the  Grand  Lodge  fourteen  times,  and  has  been 
connected  with  the  order  since  1863.  In  former 
years  he  was  connected  with  the  Independent  Order 
of  Good  Templars.  He  and  his  wife  are  members 
in  good  standing  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  stand  high  among  their  fellow-citizens. 


fr     *>^<.     *     " 

ROF.  JOSEPH  ESTABROOK.  In  the  his- 
tory of  Eaton  County  it  would  be  difficult 
^  to  find  a  man  so  stalwart,  so  kindly,  so 
capable  of  great  ideas,  so  unswervingly 
true  to  the  call  of  duty  as  Prof.  Estabrook,  whose 
reputation  is  not  confined  to  Michigan,  but  has 
extended  through  the  surrounding  States.  He  was 
the  first  teacher  in  this  State  to  use  the  word 
method  of  teaching  reading,  and  his  love  of  study 
has  kept  him  abreast  of  the  times  in  all  the  methods 
of  school  work.  He  is  also  a  minister  of  the  Gos- 
pel, and  his  upright  life  has  won  for  him  hosts  of 
friends  not  only  in  Olivet,  where  he  has  resided 
since  1880,  but  wherever  he  has  been,  he  has  left 
an  irreproachable  name. 

The  ancestry  of  the  Estabrook  family  is  traced 
back  to  England.  The  paternal  grandfather  of 
Prof.  Estabrook  was  graduated  with  the  first  class 
of  Darmouth  College  in  1775  and  entered  the  min- 
istry of  the  Congregational  Church.  He  was  the 
first  parish  minister  at  Bath,  N.  II.,  and  was  a  man 
of  superior  intellectual  attainments  and  energetic 
disposition.  His  wife,  who  was  known  in  maiden- 
hood as  Hannah  Stewart,  was  a  descendant  of  the 
Stewart  family  of  Scotland.  Their  family  com- 
prised eight  children,  of  whom  Joseph,  the  father 
of  our  subject,  was  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth,  and 
his  birthplace  was  Lyman,  N.  H.  Upon  attaining 
years  of  maturity  he*married  Susanna  Merrill,  a 
native  of  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  and  the  daughter  of 
Annas  Merrill.     The  latter  served  in  the  Revolu- 
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tionary  War,  and  was  in  the  Battle  of  Bunker  Hill. 
It  was  from  the  lips  of  this  venerable  man  that  our 
subject  first  learned  the  story  of  that  famous 
engagement,  in  which  Mr.  Merrill,  during  the 
American  retreat,  caught  up  a  spent  cannon  ball 
from  the  British  guns.  This  he  took  with  him  and 
kept  for  many  years  at  his  own  home.  At  the  lay- 
ing of  the  corner  stone  of  the  Bunker  Hill  monu- 
ment, the  old  gentleman,  who  brought  the  ball 
with  him,  listened  to  Daniel  Webster's  immortal 
oration  and  then  deposited  the  ball  at  the  War 
Museum  in  Boston,  where  it  may  now  be  seen. 
Mr.  Merrill  survived  until  he  had  attained  the  great 
age  of  ninety-nine  years. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  also  a  man  of 
intense  patriotism  and  served  in  the  War  of  1812. 
He  was  for  many  years  a  lumberman  in  northern 
New  Hampshire.  In  1834  he  removed  to  western 
New  York  and  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  in 
Erie  County  for  three  years.  He  was  also  employed 
in  the  lumber  }Tards  and  about  the  saw  mills  on 
Buffalo  Creek,  N.  Y.  In  1838  he  removed  to 
Michigan,  settling  in  Clinton,  Lenawee  County, 
where  he  proceeded,  with  the  assistance  of  our  sub- 
ject, to  grub  out  a  four- acre  lot  of  oak  grubs  and 
then  breaking  it  with  five  yoke  of  oxen  and  a  span 
of  horses. 

Prof.  Estabrook  was  born  in  Bath,  N.  II.,  July  3, 
1820,  and  obtained  his  early  education  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  northern  New  Hampshire.  At  the 
age  of  fourteen  years  he  accompanied  his  parents  to 
New  York,  and  after  a  sojourn  there  of  four  years, 
removed  to  Michigan.  He  remained  under  the 
parental  roof  until  he  attained  his  majority,  but  he 
felt  unsatisfied  with  the  ordinary  high  school  edu- 
cation which  he  had  received  and  prepared  for 
college  at  Tecumseh,  in  what  was  then  a  branch  of 
the  Michigan  University.  He  took  his  college 
course  at  Oberlin,  Ohio,  teaching  during  the  winter 
and  working  in  vacations  in  order  to  obtain  the 
necessary  means  to  pursue  his  studies.  He  spent 
seven  years  in  teaching  district  schools  in  or  near 
Clinton,  Lenawee  County,  taught  a  select  school 
two  and  one-half  years  in  the  village  of  Clinton, 
and  was  three  years  in  charge  of  what  was  then 
known  as  the  Tecumseh  Institute. 

Our  subject  was  first  married  in  1847,  to  Emily 


G.  Wells,  a  native  of  Richmond,  N.  Y.  From  this 
marriage,  one  daughter  remains.  His  wife  dying 
in  1859,  he  married  again  in  1861,  Catherine  M. 
Clayton,  daughter  of  Rev.  Joshua  Clayton,  for- 
merly of  Plymouth,  Mich.  From  this  marriage 
one  son  and  daughter  survive.  The  death  of  his 
second  wife  occurred  in  1880,  and  in  1883  he  was 
again  married  to  Mrs.  Evalyn  A.  Hickok,  wife  of 
Isaac  C.  Hickok,  of  Charlotte,  Mich. 

In  the  spring  of  1853  Prof.  Estabrook  accepted 
the  principalship  of  the  public  schools  at  Ypsilanti, 
where  he  remained  fourteen  and  a  half  years,  gain- 
ing an  enviable  reputation  as  a  disciplinarian  and 
instructor  of  youth.  We  next  find  him  at  East 
Saginaw,  where  he  organized  the  public  schools  and 
remained  in  charge  of  them  five  years.  In  1871  he 
was  appointed  Principal  of  the  Normal  School  at 
Ypsilanti,  of  which  he  was  the  honored  and  success- 
ful head  nine  years.  In  1880  Olivet  College  was  for- 
tunate enough  to  secure  his  services  as  a  professor  in 
that  institution,  the  position  he  now  occupies.  To  his 
work  here  he  has  brought  the  same  power  of  perse- 
verence,  patience  and  conscientious  working  that 
has  everywhere  crowned  his  labors  with  the  most 
complete  success.  It  may  be  truly  said  of  him  that 
"In  every  work  that  he  began  he  did  it  with  all  his 
heart  and  prospered." 

It  will  be  seen  from  this  brief  sketch  that  the 
entire  life  of  Prof.  Estabrook  has  been  spent  in  the 
work  of  education.  For  forty-seven  years  he  has 
been  connected  with  the  schools  of  this  State,  from 
the  district  through  every  grade  of  the  school 
wrork,  and  a  more  vigorous,  whole-souled,  enthu  • 
siastic,  successful,  love-inspiring  teacher  never  trod 
our  soil.  The  Republicans  in  1870  elected  him 
Regent  of  the  University  of  Michigan,  a  position 
he  filled  creditably  for  eight  years.  During  the 
Civil  War  he  was  connected  with  the  Christian 
Commission.  His  eminent  abilities  have  been  rec- 
ognized by  his  fellow-citizens,  who,  in  1886,  elected 
him  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 
His  powerful  individuality  was  displayed  in  this 
important  and  difficult  position,  and  such  was  bis 
success  in  discharging  the  duties  of  the  place  that 
he  was  re-elected  in  1888  by  a  vote  of  235,974  to 
213,649  for  Stuart  Mackibbin,  20,788  for  Jabez 
Montgomery,  Prohibitionist,  and  4,509   for  E.  P. 
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Greene,  Union  Labor.  He  fully  merits  the  confi- 
dence reposed  in  him  by  the  people,  and  brought 
to  his  State  office  the  great  tact  and  knowledge  of 
human  nature,  constant  self-culture  and  growing 
experience  in  practical  affairs,  which  have  contrib- 
uted largely  to  his  success  in  life. 


l  APT.  CORTEZ  P.  PEND1LL.  It  is  at  all 
■imes  a  pleasure  to  peruse  the  record  of  the 

_  ives  of  our  honored  dead  and  to  gaze  upon 
portraits  representing  the  familiar  lineaments  of 
friends  who  have  passed  away.  Our  readers  will 
be  pleased  to  notice  upon  the  opposite  page  the 
portrait  of  the  late  Capt.  Pendill  and  to  glean  from 
these  paragraphs  the  most  important  events  of  his 
life.  After  a  worthy  and  useful  life  he  passed  from 
the  busy  scenes  of  earth  April  11,  1891,  mourned 
by  a  large  circle  of  friends  who  recognized  the 
worth  of  his  character  and  the  nobility  of  his  na- 
ture. By  his  death  ere  he  had  attained  old  age 
Barry  County  was  deprived  of  one  of  its  most  en- 
terprising citizens  and  one  who  had  been  a  potent 
factor  in  advancing  the  agricultural  interests  of  this 
region.  His  home  in  Prairieville  Township  was  on 
a  valuable  farm  consisting  of  one  hundred  and 
seventy-two  acres  of  thoroughly-improved  and 
carefully  cultivated  land. 

Before  outlining  the  life  of  Capt.  Pendill  it  may 
be  well  to  make  brief  mention  of  his  nearer  ances- 
tors. His  grandfather,  James  Pendill,  organized  a 
company  of  which  he  was  Captain  during  the  Mexi- 
can War.  In  the  family  of  that  gentleman  was  a 
son  Elijah  W.,  who  was  born  in  New  York  in  1812, 
and  upon  growing  to  manhood  married  Mary  A. 
Jennings,  a  native  of  Virginia.  To  this  couple 
there  were  born  six  children,  four  of  whom  sur- 
vive, one  being  the  subject  of  this  biographical 
notice.  In  1855  Elijah  Pendill  came  to  Michigan 
and  located  on  Goguac  Prairie,  south  of  Battle 
Creek,  where  he  lived  several  years.  His  business 
was  that  of  a  drover,  although  he  had  formerly 
been  engaged  in  farming.  He  never  identified  him- 
self with  any  religious  body,  but  did  much  to  sup- 
port the  churches  and  started  a  strong  temperance 


movement  in  Battle  Creek.  Of  that  city  he  was 
Mayor  four  years,  and  near  it  he  died  in  1877.  His 
widow,  who  is  still  living  is  an  advocate  of  woman 
suffrage  and  has  been  an  active  temperance  worker, 
having  borne  a  prominent  part  in  the  crusade  at 
Battle  Creek  some  years  since;  she  is  a  devout 
Christian  her  membership  being  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

Capt.  Pendill  was  born  at  Batavia,  Genesee 
County,  N.  Y.,  December  18,  1835.  After  obtain- 
ing a  preliminary  education  in  the  district  school, 
he  spent  one  year  in  college  at  Lima,  N.  Y.,  and 
one  term  at  Albion,  Michigan  College.  He  then 
taught  a  few  months  in  Southern  Indiana  and  dur- 
ing the  winter  went  south  to  Vicksburg,  Miss.  In 
the  spring  of  1856  he  returned  to  this  State  and 
located  on  land  his  father  had  purchased  in 
Prairieville  Township,  Barry  County.  Here  he 
was  engaged  in  farming  until  after  the  outbreak  of 
the  Rebellion,  when  his  patriotic  fervor  induced 
him  to  take  up  arms  in  defense  of  his  country.  He 
enlisted  in  the  fall  of  1862  in  the  Sixth  Michigan 
Cavalry  and  entered  the  service  as  First  Sergeant. 

Among  the  famous  fields  on  which  Capt.  Pendill 
fought  may  be  mentioned  Gettysburg,  Falling 
Waters,  the  Richmond  raid  and  the  Wilderness. 
He  was  promoted  to  a  Second  Lieutenancy  in  the 
spring  of  1863  and  in  the  fall  of  1864  rose  to  the 
rank  of  Captain  and  as  such  was  mustered  out 
October  16.  He  was  never  off  duty  a  day  until  he 
was  wounded — May  6,  1864,  during  the  Battle  of 
the  Wilderness.  While  in  the  thick  of  the  fight 
that  morning  he  was  shot  through  the  body,  the 
ball  entering  his  left  side  toward  the  back  and 
penetrating  the  stomach  and  coming  out  in  front. 
He  was  on  horseback  at  the  time.  He  was  sent  to 
Seminary  Hospital  at  Georgetown  and  after  lying 
there  ten  days  started  for  home.  When  convalescent 
he  rejoined  the  forces  and  was  placed  on  duty  at 
Camp  Stoneman,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  dis- 
charged. 

In  the  fall  of  1862  Mr.  Pendill  was  married  to 
Miss  Helen  O.  Van  Vleet,  a  native  of  Barry  County 
and  daughter  of  E.  B.  Van  Yleet,  formerly  of 
Lenawee  County.  Of  this  union  there  were  born 
four  children— Florence,  Belle,  Yan  and  June.  The 
first-born  lives  on  a  farm  near  Battle  Creek  having 
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married  Will  Mott,  and  Belle  is  the  wife  of  Charles 
Carson,  their  home  being  on  the  Pendill'homestead. 
Capt.  PendillBwas  a  second  time  married,  the  bride 
being  Mrs." Agnes  C.  Eddy,  a  native  of  Augusta, 
Mich.  The  marriage  ceremony  was  solemnized 
February  7,  1891,  but  their  happy  wedded  life  was 
soon  terminated ;by^the  death  of  the  Captain  on  the 
11th  of  April.  Mrs.  Penclill  is  a  lady  of  great 
capability  and  refinement,  and  enjoys  the  friendship 
of  her  large  circle  of  acquaintance. 

After  his  discharge  from  the  army'Capt.  Pendill 
returned  to  his  former  home  and  assumed  the'agri- 
cultural  work  that  in  due  time  brought  him  repu- 
tation and  wealth.  His  career  as  a  soldier  was  an 
honorable  one,  characterized  by  true  bravery  and 
dashing^galiantry,  and  [even  the  routine^!  u  ties 
which  prove  so  trying  to  a  fervid  spirit  were  con- 
scientiously discharged.  He  was  identified  with  the 
Grand  Army,  and  politically  was  independent.  He 
held  the  responsible  positions  of  Township  Treas- 
urer and  School  Superintendent  and  exerted  a  con- 
siderable influence  in  the  community  of  which  he 
was  long  an  honored  member. 

,ETER  R.  JOHNSON,  who  served  in  the  late 
war,  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Eaton 
County,  and  for  several  years  has  been  a 
resident  of  Charlotte.  He  was  born  at  Pom- 
pey  Hill,  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  January  24, 
1820.  Abram  Johnson  was  the  name  of  his  father, 
and  it  is  thought  that  he  was  a  native  of  Vermont. 
He  was  one  of  the  first  pioneers  of  Volney,  Oswego 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  there  the  father  of  our  subject 
was  reared.  He  learned  the  trade  of  a  shoemaker, 
and  after  his  marriage  in  Onondaga  County,  for  a 
time  followed  it  at  Pompey  Hill.  He  went  from 
there  to  Fabius,  where  he  bought  a  house  and  was 
engaged  in  making  shoes  for  a  number  of  years. 
He  finally  removed  to  Lafayette,  in  the  same  county, 
where  his  remaining  days  were  passed.  The  maiden 
of  his  wife  was  Content  Reed.  She  was  a  native  of 
Vermont,  and  a  daughter  of  William  Reed,  who 
was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Pompey  Hill,  where  he 
made  his  home  until  death  on  a  farm  that  he  cleared 


from  the  wilderness.  The  mother  of  our  subject 
died  at  Lafayette.     She  reared  five  children. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  commenced  sailing  on 
the  lake?  when  he  was  only  thirteen  years  of  age, 
and  in  the  course  of  the  seven  seasons  that  he  was 
thus  engaged,  he  became  familiar  with  the  waters 
of  Lakes  Erie,  Michigan  and  Ontario.  He  aban- 
doned the  life  of  a  sailor  to  work  at  farming  by  the 
day  or  month.  In  1844  he  came  to  Michigan  to 
explore  the  country  with  the  view  of  making  his 
home  here  in  the  future,  and  he  contracted  for  a 
quarter  of  a  section  of  timber  land  in  Carmel  Town- 
ship, at  $3  an  acre.  During  the  winter  seasons  he 
engaged  in  clearing  it,  and  in  the  winter  and  spring 
logged  five  acres  without  a  team.  He  also  built  a 
frame  house  on  the  place. 

In  the  spring  of  the  following  year  (1845),  Mr. 
Johnson  returned  to  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  to 
claim  his  promised  bride,  Miss  Persis  Thayer,  and 
they  were  united  in  marriage  on  the  first  day  of 
May.  Mrs.  Johnson  was  born  at  Brunswick,  Me- 
dina County,  Ohio,  November  1,  1820.  Her  father, 
Lemuel  Thayer,  was  a  native  of  Otisco,  Onondaga 
County,  and  was  there  reared  and  married,  Eunice 
Wilcox  becoming  his  wife.  She  was  born  at  Sand- 
isfield,  Berkshire  County,  Mass.,  and  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  Joel  Wilcox,  who  was  a  lifelong  resident  of 
Sandisfield,  where  he  rounded  out  an  existence  of 
eighty  years.  Mrs.  Johnson's  mother  went  to 
Otisco  to  visit  her  brother  who  was  a  preacher,  and 
there  met  and  married  Mr.  Thayer.  They  removed 
to  Medina  County,  Ohio,  and  were  among  its  verjT 
earliest  settlers,  becoming  pioneers  of  Brunswick 
Township.  The  father  erected  a  log  house  on  his 
homestead,  and  in  that  dwelling  the  wife  of  our 
subject  was  born.  Her  brother  still  occupies  the 
old  homestead.  After  the  death  of  the  father,  the 
mother  returned  to  Massachusetts,  and  spent  her 
last  days  in  her  native  State. 

When  Mrs.  Johnson  was  six  years  old  she  went 
to  Lafayette,  N.  Y.,  to  reside  with  her  aunt,  Mrs. 
Persis  Hoyt,  widow  of  Deacon  Hoyt,  by  whom  she 
was  reared.  Mrs.  Hoyt  soon  after  married  a  Mr. 
Baker.  She  received  the  benefit  of  the  public 
schools,  and  a  practical  training  from  her  aunt,  who 
was  well  educated.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  she 
began  teaching  school,  and  taught  successfully  in 
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New  York  until  her  marriage,  and  after  that  event 
presided  over  the  first  school  ever  established  in 
Carmel  Township.  It  was  conducted  in  a  log  house 
furnished  with  plain  board  benches  that  had  wooden 
pins  for  legs,  and  were  without  desks  in  front,  a 
board  against  the  wall  on  either  side  of  the  room 
serving  for  writing  desks  for  the  pupils. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Johnson  returned  with 
his  bride  to  the  home  he  had  prepared  for  her  re- 
ception in  this  State.  They  took  the  most  expedi- 
tious route  at  that  time,  coming  by  the  way  of  Erie 
Canal  to  Buffalo,  thence  by  lake  to  Detroit,  and 
from  there  by  the  cars  to  Marshall,  which  was  then 
the  western  terminus  of  the  railway,  and  the  near- 
est station  to  Eaton  County.  From  that  city  they 
proceeded  with  a  team  through  twenty  miles  of  un- 
broken forest  so  their  future  home.  They  found 
the  surrounding  country  very  thinly  inhabited,  and 
deer,  wolves  and  other  wild  animals  not  now  seen 
in  this  part  of  the  country  were  quite  plentiful.  In 
one  instance  a  bear  came  to  the  yard  and  started 
off  with  one  of  Mr.  Johnson's  pigs.  Hearing  the 
pig  squeal,  he  started  out  with  his  whip  and  beat 
the  bear  off,  and  saved  his  property  from  destruc- 
tion. 

Having  no  land  cleared,  Mr.  Johnson  had  no 
crops  to  sell  the  first  year  of  his  settlement  on  his 
homestead,  and  so  worked  out  in  order  to  get  prod- 
uce on  which  to  live.  After  burning  his  logs,  he 
gathered  the  ashes  and  made  black  salts,  which  he 
sold  for  cash,  and  thus  raised  money  with  which  to 
pay  his  taxes.  Two  years  later  he  sold  his  interest 
in  that  place  for  quite  a  bonus,  and  bought  forty 
acres  of  land  joining  it,  for  which  he  paid  cash. 
Thirty  acres  were  cleared,  and  there  was  a  comfort- 
able set  of  buildings  on  the  place.  He  engaged  in 
tilling  the  soil  until  the  war  broke  out,  and  in  Sep- 
tember of  that  year  he  laid  aside  his  work  to  assist 
in  defending  the  old  flag,  becoming  a  member  of 
Company  C,  Second  Michigan  Cavalry.  His  regi- 
ment did  gallant  service  in  Missouri  and  Missis- 
sippi ten  months,  and  our  subject  displayed  excel- 
lent soldierly  qualities,  making  for  himself  a  good 
record  while  he  was  in  the  army.  For  nearly  two 
years  he  bravely  endured  the  hardships  and  priva- 
tions of  life  in  camps,  on  the  long  and  weary 
marches  and  on  the  bloody  battlefields  of  the  South, 


but  finally  succumbed,  and  was  honorably  dis- 
charged from  further  service  on  account  of  dis- 
ability. 

After  his  experiences  as  a  soldier,  Mr.  Johnson 
returned  to  the  comforts  of  his  home,  and  quietly 
resumed  the  management  of  his  farm  as  soon  as  he 
was  able.  In  1866  he  sold  it  at  a  good  price,  and 
coming  to  Charlotte,  purchased  land,  and  built  the 
house  which  he  has  ever  since  occupied.  For  the 
space  of  nine  years  he  carried  the  mail  between  this 
city  and  Kalamo,  but  otherwise  has  not  been  ac- 
tively employed. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  are  people  of  fine  Chris- 
tian character,  who  lead  blameless,  exemplary  lives,  . 
and  stand  high  in  the  estimation  of  all  around  them. 
They  are  among  the  leading  members  oY  the  Con- 
gregational Church.  The  First  Congregational 
Church  of  Charlotte  was  organized  at  their  house 
with  six  members  of  whom  they  are  the  only  sur- 
vivors. Joseph  Duncan  was  their  first  pastor,  and 
as  his  salary  was  very  small  the  good  man  used  to 
eke  out  his  income  by  work  on  a  farm,  teaming,  etc. 
Since  the  above  was  written,  the  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject has  passed  to  the  silent  land.  Her  death  oc- 
curred November  23,  1890. 
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^jf]  AMES  UHL  has  been  a  resident  of  Chester 
Township  for  thirty-six  years.  He  began 
life  with  limited  means,  but  he  has  managed 
his  farming  interests  so  well  that  he  is  now 
classed  among  the  prosperous  farmers  of  Eaton 
County.  He  was  born  in  Portage  County,  Ohio, 
October  11,  1845.  Peter  Uhl  was  the  name  of 
his  father.  He  was  a  native  of  Prussia,  Germany, 
where  he  was  born  in  1805.  He  emigrated  to 
this  country  and  settled  among  the  pioneers  of 
Ohio,  where  he  met  and  married  Rebecca  Moore 
who  was  a  native  of  that  State,  born  in  1816,  in 
one  of  its  early  pioneer  homes. 

After  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Uhl  settled  in 
Portage  County,  in  her  native  State,  and  Mr.  Uhl 
was  actively  engaged  in  farming  there  for  several 
years,  though  prior  to  coming  to  this  country  he 
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had  been  a  weaver  in  the  Fatherland.  In  1854 
he  removed  with  his  family  to  this  State  and  set- 
tled in  Chester  Township,  where  he  purchased  a 
farm,  which  remained  his  home  until  death  rounded 
out  his  life  in  1883.  He  was  a  good  man  and  a 
loyal  citizen  to  his  adopted  country.  He  was  an 
earnest  Christian  and  for  many  years  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Congregational  Church.  His  widow  is 
still  living  at  a  venerable  age  and  is  greatly  re- 
spected. She  is  the  mother  of  twelve  children,  of 
whom  six  are  living. 

When  our  subject  was  a  boy  his  advantages, 
educationally  and  otherwise,  were  limited,  as  his 
parents  were  poor  and  he  was  early  set  to  work  to 
assist  in  the  labors  of  the  farm.  His  education 
was  obtained  in  the  local  district  schools.  He  was 
but  nine  }Tears  old  when  he  accompanied  his  parents 
to  their  new  home  in  this  county,  and  he  remained 
with  them,  assisting  in  the  support  of  the  family 
until  he  was  twenty-two  years  old.  The  country 
roundabout  was  but  sparsely  inhabited  and  was 
mostly  covered  with  the  primeval  forests  in  which 
game  abounded,  and  hard  pioneer  labor  was  neces- 
sary before  the  homestead  that  his  father  purchased 
could  be  placed  under  proper  improvement. 

In  1*867  Mr.  Uhl  began  his  independent  career 
as  a  farmer  by  buying  laud  in  Chester  Township, 
which  he  has  since  developed  into  a  fine  farm  on 
which  he  has  placed  a  neat  set  of  buildings  and  has 
its  soil  under  excellent  cultivation.  He  now  owns 
two  hundred  and  thirty-sight  acres  of  good  land, 
on  which  he  is  engaged  in  general  farming  and 
stock-raising  with  well-deserved  success. 

Mr.  Uhl  has  by  no  means  been  without  the 
assistance  of  a  good  wife  in  the  upbuilding  of  his 
home  as  he  was  married  in  1871  to  Miss  Lura 
Williams.  Mrs.  Uhl  is  a  woman  of  much  capa- 
bility, is  a  good  housewife,  and  cheerfully  co-oper- 
ates with  her  husband  in  making  their  home  pleas- 
ant and  comfortable.  She  was  born  in  Lorain 
County,  Ohio,  in  1851,  and  is  a  daughter  of  the 
late  Albert  R.  and  Charity  E.  (Loueks)  Williams, 
natives  respectively  of  New  York  and  Ohio.  They 
removed  from  the  latter  State  to  Michigan  in 
1855.  The  father  died  in  1878,  in  Ohio,  at  the 
age  of  fifty  years,  and  she  died  in  1890  in  Mich- 
igan.    Both  were  true  Christians  and  members  of 


the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  and  *Mrs. 
Uhl  are  the  parents  of  six  children,  of  whom  the 
following  is  the  record:  Lena,  born  May  26,  1872; 
Elroy,  August  26,  1876;  Leslie,  April  10,  1883; 
Etha,  December  26,  1885;  Irma,  November  18, 
1887;  and  one  who  died  in  infancy.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Uhl  are  well  deserving  of  respect  and  it  is 
accorded  to  them  by  all  who  know  them. 


ffi  ESSE  E.  JAQUES.  The  splendid  home  and 
farm  of  this  well-known  resident  of  Eaton 
Township  and  county,  testifies  to  the  busi- 
ness ability  and  enterprising  nature  of  the 
man.  Beginning  his  Career  without  financial  aid 
he  has  reached  a  proud  position,  and  in  accumu- 
lating his  property  has  won  also  the  confidence  of 
those  with  whom  he  has  had  dealings  and  the  re- 
spect of  all  his  associates.  His  farm  consists  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  on  section  15,  which 
is  under  good  cultivation  and  supplied  with  a 
complete  line  of  substantial  farm  buildings. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Samuel^and 
Margaret  (Buchanan)  Jaques,  natives  of  New  York 
and  descendants  respectively  of  French  and  Scotch 
ancestors.  In  the  father's  family  are  to  be  found 
the  names  of  Revolutionary  soldiers.  The  parents 
became  pioneers  of  Richland  County,  Ohio,  and 
there  Jesse  was  born,  November  11. 1816,  he  being 
the  youngest  son.  He  was  nine  years  old  when  his 
father  died,  but  his  mother  survived  many  years. 
In  the  early  schools  of  his  native  State  Mr.  Jaques 
obtained  a  rudimentary  education  and  upon  that 
foundation  has  built  his  present  intelligence  and 
fund  of  knowledge.  He  remained  with  his  mother 
until  he  was  fifteen  years  old,  since  which  time  he 
has  upaddled  his  own  canoe"  and  reached  a  good 
harbor. 

When  thrown  upon  his  own  resources  young 
Jaques  took  up  the  trade  of  cabinet-making,  in 
which  he  served  an  apprenticeship  of  four  years. 
He  then  followed  the  trade  some  five  years  as  a 
journeyman  after  which  he  turned  his  attention  to 
farming.  During  the  Civil  War  he  came  to  Eaton 
County  with  his  family  and  settled  where  he  still 
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makes  his  home.  He  was  accompanied  hither  by  a 
devoted  wife,  to  whom  he  was  married  in  Ohio, 
November  17, 1840.  She  was  known  in  her  maiden- 
hood as  Miss  Sarah  Mack  and  for  more  than  forty 
years  aided  and  encouraged  him  and  worked  with 
him  to  promote  the  best  welfare  of  their  children. 
She  departed  this  life  in  November,  1883. 

Of  the  nine  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jaques 
the  following  survive:  Hannah,wife  of  M.  Hillis,  liv- 
ing in  Knox  County,  Ohio;  Nancy  A., wife  of  G.W. 
Waters,whose  home  is  in  Lansing;  Sophronia,wife  of 
Alfred  Perkey,  of  Eaton  County;  Helen,  who  mar- 
ried Albert  Stone  and  lives  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.; 
Melvina,  wife  of  Richard  Allen,  of  Eaton  County; 
Homer  M.,  a  resident  of  Grand  Rapids;  Melville, 
who  resides  in  the  same  city;  Herbert,  whose  home 
is  in  Detroit.  The  sons  and  daughters  were  given 
every  opportunity  that  parental  love  could  com- 
pass to  fit  themselves  for  usefulness  and  honor  and 
every  good  report  from  them  is  treasured  by  their 
father  not  only  for  his  own  sake  but  as  a  tes- 
timony to  the  worth  of  his  deceased  wife.  Mr. 
Jaques  is  a  supporter  of  Democratic  principles  and 
is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  at  Charlotte.  Mrs.  Jaques  was  like- 
wise a  member  of  the  same  church. 

?^_ON.  AUBURN  D.  CARLTON  is  not  only 
■^^  well  known  at  Dimondale,  and  in  the  vicin- 
ity round  about,  but  his  name  has  become 
familiar  to  those  in  other  parts  of  the  State 
who  are  interested  in  civic  affairs  and  acquainted 
with  the  legislative  work  of  the  State.  He  was  born 
in  Pittsfield,Washtenaw  County,  February  18, 1846, 
and  is  mainly  self-educated,  having  begun  to  care 
for  himself  when  but  fourteen  years  of  age.  His 
parents,  Dexter  and  Rosanna  (Stewart)  Carlton, 
are  numbered  among  the  pioneers  of  the  State  and 
are  now  living  in  Eaton  County,  ripe  in  years  and 
honor.  Our  subject  came  to  this  county  in  1864 
and  in  August  of  that  year  enlisted  in  Company 
D,  Tenth  Michigan  Cavalry.  He  was  mustered  into 
the  service  at  Flint  and  joined  his  regiment  at 
Strawberry  Plains,  Tenn.     He  took  part  in  several 


skirmishes  and  a  general  engagement  at  Strawberry 
Plains  which  lasted  two  days.  This  was  in  Novem- 
ber, 1864,  and  the  following  March  he  was  on  the 
raid  after  Jeff.  Davis, which  lasted  seventy-two  days 
and  was  one  of  the  last  of  the  war.  Mr.  Carlton 
was  mustered  out  at  Knoxville,  June  17, 1865,  after 
having  won  an  honorable  record  as  a  valiant  and 
faithful  soldier. 

Mr.  Carlton  returned  to  Eaton  County  and  re- 
sumed his  preparation  for  the  duties  of  life  by 
taking  up  his  studies  in  the  district  school.  He 
turned  his  attention  to  farming  as  the  occupation 
best  suited  to  his  abilities  and  tastes,  and  begin- 
ning at  the  lowest  rung  of  the  ladder  he  has  stead- 
ily made  his  way  upward.  He  has  accumulated  a 
good  property  and  is  now  classed  among  the  well- 
to-do  farmers  of  Windsor  Township.  His  home  is  on 
a  beautiful  farm  of  two  hundred  acres,  where  many 
conveniences  are  to  be  found,  including  a  homelike 
dwelling  which  shelters  a  happy  family.  A  view 
of  his  pleasant  place  is  shown  on  another  page  of 
this  volume. 

The  wife  of  Mr.  Carlton    bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Mary  E.  Burnett  and  became  Mrs.  Carlton  De- 
cember  30,  1869.     Her  parents  were    Clinton   B. 
and  Jane  (Harrison)  Burnett,  natives  of  New  York 
and  England   respectively,  who  came  to  this  State 
in  1835  and  were  among  the  first  settlers  in  Wind- 
sor Township,  Eaton  County.     Mrs.  Carlton  is  an 
efficient  manager,  a  kind  neighbor  and  a  devoted 
wife  and  mother.    She  has  three  children,  daughters 
bearing  the  names  Cora  E.,  Lulu  May  and  Ruby  B. 
The  official  life  of  M.  Carlton  includes  six  years 
spent  in  successive  service   as    Supervisor  of  the 
township  and  Chairman  of  the  County  Board  dur- 
ing the  October  session  in  1884.     It  also  includes 
a  term   in  the   Legislature,  during  which    he  was 
active  in  pushing  through  several  bills,  one  of  them 
being  for  the  building  of  a  Soldier's    Home.     He 
worked  for  a  bill  for  the  equalization  of  the  Union 
soldier's  bounties,  but  this  did  not  become  a  law. 
He  was  nominated  in  the  fall  of  1885  by  the  Green- 
backers  and  Democrats  In  joint  caucus  and  took 
his  seat  in  January,  1886.     He  had  received  two 
thousand,  one  hundred  and  thirty  votes,  while  the 
Republican    candidate,  Russell   F.  Pinkham,  had 
two  thousand  and  §^yen  and  the  Prohibition  candi- 
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date,  James  Sterling,  three  hundred  and  ninety- 
seven.  Mr.  Carlton  has  been  an  active  member 
of  the  School  Board  for  many  years  and  has  been 
prominent  in  various  laudable  enterprises,  being 
always  found  ready  to  do  his  duty  in  securing  the 
future  good  of  the  community.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Grange,  in  which  he  has  filled  each  of  the  chairs 
and  of  the  Farmer's  Alliance,  in  which  he  is  now 
State  Treasurer.  He  is  also  Commander  of  Tim 
Lewis  Post,  No.  107,  G.  A.  R.,  in  Dimondale. 


DWIN  D.  RODGERS.  A  pleasant  farm  in 
Assyria  Township,  Barry  County,  is  the 
?j  home  of  Mr.  Rodgers  and  his  family,  the 
estate  consisting  of  sevent}'-eight  acres  on  section 
7.  The  gentleman  who  operates  this  farm  has  lived 
here  but  a  few  years,  but  his  estimable  wife  is  num- 
bered among  the  old  settlers  of  this  neighborhood, 
and  both  are  classed  as  good  neighbors  and  citi- 
zens. Mr.  Rodgers  is  of  English  descent  and  is 
the  only  child  born  of  the  union  of  John  Rodgers 
and  Mary  Green.  His  maternal  grandfather,  Job 
Green,  was  a  resident  of  Rensselaer  County,  N.  Y., 
while  the  later  generations  of  the  Rodgers  family 
lived  on  Long  Island.  The  father  of  our  subject 
was  born  there,  but  subsequently  removed  to  New- 
port and  still  later  made  his  home  in  Kirkersville, 
Licking  County,  Ohio.  He  was  a  shoemaker  by 
trade  and  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  He 
died  in  Ohio  when  his  son  was  small  and  the 
widowed  mother  some  yeais  later  made  her  home 
with  the  son  and  died  under  his  roof  in  Minneapo- 
lis, Minn.,  in  1886;  she  was  then  eighty -six  years. 
In  religion  she  was  a  Baptist. 

In  Newport,  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y.,  Edwin  D. 
Rodgers  was  born  January  29,  1831.  He  was  six 
years  old  when  his  parents  removed  to  Ohio  and 
for  some  years  he  attended  the  common  schools  at 
Kirkersville  and  when  sixteen  was  apprenticed  to 
a  blacksmith  there.  Two  years  later  he  went  to 
Rochester,  N  Y.,  and  finished  his  trade  at  Brighton, 
whence  he  returned  to  Ohio  after  two  years  had 
elapsed.     He  traveled  in  Ohio,  Indiana,  Iowa  and 


Minnesota,  working  at  his  trade  and  finally  settled 
at  Freeborn,  Freeborn  County,  Minn.,  in  1857.  He 
was  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  the  village,  where  he 
built  a  shop  in  which  he  carried  on  his  trade  for 
twenty  years,  dealing  at  the  same  time  in  agricul- 
tural implements. 

Mr.  Rogers  left  his  anvil  February  14,  1862,  and 
enlisted  in  the  Second  Minnesota  Battery,  Light 
Artillery,  and  was  mustered  in  at  Ft.  Snelling  as 
artificer.  He  was  sent  to  the  Army  of  the  Cumber- 
land and  was  present  during  the  siege  of  Corinth 
and  Bragg's  raid,  was  at  Perryville  October  8  and 
9,  Lancaster  October  12,  Knob  Gap  December  20, 
and  Stone  River  December  30.  Some  time  before 
the  battle  of  Perryville,  while  shoeing  horses  in  the 
hot  sun,  he  had  a  sunstroke  and  being  unfitted  for 
an  artificer  he  was  ere  long  made  Corporal  and 
served  as  such  until  he  was  honorably  discharged 
near  Murfreesboro,  April  2,  1863,  on  account  of 
general  disability.  At  the  battle  of  Perryville  one 
of  the  gunners  was  disabled  and  Mr.  Rodgers 
volunteered  and  took  his  place,  this  being  the 
initial  step  in  his  work  as  a  regular  soldier. 

About  1877  Mr.  Rodgers  located  at  Wells, 
Minn.,  where  he  continued  in  his  former  busi- 
ness until  1882.  He  then  removed  to  Minneapolis, 
where  he  was  engaged  at  his  trade  until  the 
spring  of  1887,  at  which  time  he  took  up  his  resi- 
dence on  the  farm  belonging  to  his  wife,  which  is 
still  their  home.  While  living  in  Minnesota  Mr. 
Rodgers  was  Township  Supervisor  two  years  and 
held  other  offices  of  local  importance.  He  was 
Justice  of  the  Peace  fourteen  years  and  in  1872 
was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature  from  Freeborn 
County  and  served  two  successive  terms.  During 
that  time  he  was  a  member  of  various  committers 
and  Chairman  of  that  on  Roads  and  Bridges.  He 
was  one  of  the  chief  instruments  in  securing  the 
passage  of  an  entirely  new  set  of  road  laws.  He 
was  Notary  Public  four  years. 

In  Freeborn,  Minn.,  December  27,  1860,  Mr. 
Rodgers  was  married  to  Miss  Helen  Scovelle,  who 
was  born  in  Wisconsin  in  1838  and  died  there 
September  27,  1861.  Mr.  Rodgers  made  a  second 
matrimonial  alliance  December  18,  1864,  his  biide 
on  that  occasion  being  Miss  Rosa  Bromwich,  a  na- 
tive of  London,  England.     After  twenty  years  of 
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wedded  life  she  passed  away,  breathing  her  last  in 
Minneapolis,  December  21,  1884.  She  had  borne 
her  husband  six  children— Mary  H.,  wife  of  Albert 
Clark  of  Assyria  Township;  Rella,  Assistant  Post- 
master at  Lacey;  Marco  who  was  accidentally 
drowned  at  Long  Lake  when  eighteen  years  old; 
and  Ralph,  Emil  and  Ruby,  *  ho  are  still  with  their 
father. 

The  present  wife  of  Mr.  Rodgers  was  united    to 
him  March  1,  1887.     She  was  born  near  Rochester, 
N.  Y.,  January  10,  1835,  and  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Julia  A.  Case.     She  received  a  common-school 
education  and  when  sixteen  years  old  began  teach- 
ing, a  profession  that  she  followed  until   her    mar- 
riage—November 19,  1855,  to  Reuben    Nickerson. 
That  gentleman   was    born    in   Dutchess    County, 
N.   Y.,  his  parents    being    Reuben    and    Clarissa 
Nickerson.  He  was  reared  near  Syracuse  and  about 
1850    went  to  Kenosha,  Wis.,  near  which  place  he 
was  engaged  in  farming  a  few  years,  after  which  he 
became  a  resident  of  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.  After 
their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nickerson  removed  to 
Lake  County,  III.,  and  occupied  vented    land   near 
Newport  for  a  year,  then  came  to   Assyria  Town- 
ship and  a  few  months  later  bought  forty  acres    of 
wild  land  on  section  7.     Mr.   Nickerson   made  all 
the  improvements,  but  finally  sold  the  property  and 
bought  that  upon  which  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rodgers  are 
now'living.     This  also  he  improved  with  all  neces- 
sary buildings  and  placed  under  good  cultivation. 
He  died  here  October  10,  1883,  strong  in   the  faith 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal    Church.    His   widow 
was  left  with  four  children— Dora,  wife   of  Frank 
Squires  of  Johnstown;  Charles  E.,  merchant  and 
Postmaster   at   Lacey;  Euphemia,   wife   of  J.    C. 
Record  of  Athens,  Tenn.;  and  Abel,  who  is  with 
his  mother. 

Henry  Case,  father  of  Mrs.  Julia  Rodgers,  was 
born  in  Putnam  County,  N.  Y.,  and  began  farm 
life  there,  having  been  reared  to  the  occupation 
by  his  father,  William  Case.  As  early  as  1816  he 
located  three  miles  from  Rochester,  where  he  died 
in  1872  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight  years;  he  was  of 
the  Quaker  faith.  His  wife,  formerly  Hannah 
Southworth,  was  born  in  Dutchess  County  and  died 
in  her  native  State  in  1842.  She  was  the  daughter 
of  John    Southworth,  a   native    of  Massachusetts, 


who  carried  on  a  farm  in   Dutchess   County   and 
later  lived  in  Monroe  County. 

Mr.  Rodgers  belongs  to  a  Grand  Army  Post  at 
Minneapolis,  Minn.  He  was  elected  to  the  Minne- 
sota Legislature  on  the  Republican  ticket,  but  is 
now  a  Prohibitionist.  He  and  his  wife  belong  to 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  he  is  Class- 
Leader  of  the  society  near  his  home.  Mrs.  Rodgers 
belongs  to  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society  and  has  been 
Snperintendent  of  the  Sunday-school. 


ARCUS  D.  OLIN.  A  pleasant  location  in 
Chester  Township,  Eaton  County,  is  occu- 
pied by  the  farm  of  Mr.  Olin — one  of  the 
self-made  men  whose  lives  stand  in  bold 
relief  ns  examples  to  those  who  follow  them.  It  is 
a  well-equipped  and  thoroughly-tilled  estate,  com- 
prising one  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  good  land, 
from  the  cultivation  of  which,  combined  with  the 
raising  of  stock,  the  owner  derives  a  satisfactory 
income.  In  the  pastures  a  fine  flock  of  sheep  grazes 
and  a  goodly  number  of  cattle  browse. 

Mr.  Olin  was  born  in  Monroe,  Ashtabula  County, 
Ohio,  May  11,  1837.     His    parents,  Peleg  G.  and 
Amanda  (Green)   Olin,  determined  to   remove  to 
Michigan  in  1843,  and  made  their  home  in  Jack- 
son County  some  three  years,  then  came   to  Eaton 
County.     An  unimproved  farm  in  Chester  Town- 
ship was  bought  and    here  a    home   was   literally 
hewed  out  from  the  wilderness.     A  log  shanty  was 
put  up  and  later  a  more  substantial  log  house  which 
in  due  time  was  replaced  by  a  good  frame  dwelling. 
Money  was  scarce  in  those  early  days  and  the  fam- 
ilies that  lived  in  the  wilderness  resorted  to  many 
expedients  to  obtain  the  few  articles  they  found  it 
absolutely  necessary  to  buy.     Their  frugal  fare  was 
largely  obtained  by  hunting,  fishing  and  hard  work 
in  their  little  fields.     He  of  whom    we   write  used 
to  help  make  black   salts  which   would    bring  two 
and  a  half  cents  per  pound.     He  drove  an  ox-team 
to   Battle   Creek,  Marshall  and  Eaton    Rapids  in 
order  to  have  corn  ground  and   when  the  weather 
was  good  would  sleep  in  the  wagon. 

Young  Olin  had  very  limited  school  -privileg  ^ 
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but  whenever  it  was  possible  to  do  so,  he  went  to 
the  log  school  house  and  perused  the  few  text 
books  that  were  in  use  there.  He  learned  to  use  a 
rifle  and  frequently  brought  down  such  game  as 
still  abounded  in  the  forest  around  his  home.  He 
did  not  undertake  a  personal  career  until  he 
was  twenty-two  years  old,  but  gave  his  services, 
with  those  of  the  other  members  of  the  family,  to 
the  general  good.  When  ready  to  take  up  the 
burdens  of  life  for  himself  he  gave  his  attention  to 
farming,  that  being  the  occupation  with  which  he 
was  most  familiar  and  in  which  he  promised  to  be 
most  successful. 

The  father  of  Mr.  Olin  was  born  in  Vermont  in 
1798  and  went  from  that  State  to  New  York, 
where  he  followed  farming  for  several  years.  He 
then  removed  to  Ohio,  which  was  his  home  some- 
what more  than  a  decade.  In  the  War  of  1812  he 
served  as  a  fifer  and  received  a  land  warrant  but 
never  succeeded  in  getting  a  pension.  He  lived  to 
the  ripe  age  of  seventy-five  years,  dying  in  1873. 
He  had  become  well-known  in  Eaton  Count}r,  to 
the  development  of  which  he  had  given  such 
hearty  support  and  aid.  He  was  of  Welsh  descent, 
although  his  father,  Henry  Olin,  was  born  in  Ver- 
mont but  afterward  lived  in  New  York  and  Ohio. 
The  mother  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Rhode  Is- 
land May  11,  1800,  and  died  in  1880.  To  her  and 
her  husband  fourteen  children  came  and  of  this 
large  family  seven  survive.  One  son  died  during 
the  Mexican  War. 

The  wife  with  whom  Mr.  Olin  was  united  in  early 
manhood  was  Lucy  Clark,  a  native  of  Ohio,  whose 
wedded  life  extended  from  March  27,  1859,  to 
December  26,  1804.  She  was  then  called  from 
time  to  eternity.  She  was  the  mother  of  three 
children — Mary  Emma,  wife  of  Hiram  Grant,  a 
farmer  living  in  Vermontville;  Charles,  who  is 
deceased ;  and  Luc}%  wife  of  Leonard  Cole,  a  farmer 
in  Benton  Township.  Mr.  Olin  made  a  second 
marriage  September  13,  1865,  the  bride  on  this 
occasion  being  Mrs.  Louisa  Clark  nee  Grant.  She 
was  born  in  Ohio  in  1842,  being  a  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Elizibeth  (Swick)  Grant,  natives  of 
New  York  and  Pennsylvania  respectively.  Mr. 
Grant  set  up  his  home  in  Ohio  and  married  there, 
but  later  removed  to  Indiana  and    finally  came  to 


Eaton  County,  Mich.,  where  he  died  in  1868.  She 
preceded  him  to  the  tomb,  breathing  her  last  in 
1860.  Their  daughter,  Louisa,  was  first  married  to 
Nathan  B.  Clark,  who  died  in  New  Orleans  during 
the  war,  being  a  member  of  the  Sixth  Michigan 
Infantry.  By  that  union  she  became  the  mother 
of  two  children — Dexter  and  Nathan  N. 

Mr.  Olin  has  been  a  Mason  for  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tuary.  He  manifests  a  proper  interest  in  political 
questions,  and  being  convinced  of  the  propriety  of 
Democratic  principles,  he  votes  accordingly.  He  is 
a  reliable  citizen,  a  careful  farmer  and  an  honor- 
able man,  and  by  his  connection  with  the  pioneer 
development  of  the  section  in  which  he  lives  has 
won  the  lasting  gratitude  of  all  true  Michigandcrs. 


\j]  AMES  SPEAR.  It  was  a  maxim  of  the  phil- 
osopher Young  that  uany  man  can  do  what 
any  other  man  has  done."  To  the  young 
people  of  to  day  the  life  of  our  subject 
affords  an  example  of  industry  and  perseverance,and 
rewards  that  such  unflagging  zeal  and  enterprise 
attain.  Mr.  Spear  owes  his  descent  in  part  to 
the  sturdy  German  race.  His  father,  Steward  Spear, 
bdrn  in  New  Hampshire,  came  west  to  Ohio  and 
settled  near  Cleveland  where  his  son  was  born  Oc- 
tober 28,  1S42.  The  mother,  Minerva  Stevens, 
was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  of  German  de- 
scent. She  was  the  mother  of  ten  children,  two 
preceding  her  to  the  better  land.  She  died  in  1886. 
The  father  died  some  years  before,  in  1856.  He 
served  during  the  War  of  1812. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  near  the 
city  of  Cleveland.  He  attended  the  Union  School 
in  that  city  during  his  early  boyhood.  After  his 
father's  death,  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  he  began 
work  on  the  Cayuga  Canal  and  continued  in  this 
work  for  three  years.  In  1859  he  came  to  Michi- 
gan and  worked  in  the  pine  woods.  His  having  to 
begin  life  on  his  own  account  at  such  an  early  age 
served  to  make  him  more  conscious  of  what  was 
needed  to  preserve  such  a  country  as  ours.  When 
the  war  broke  out  his  patriotism   induced  him  to 
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enlist  as  a  soldier  in  the  army.  He  enlisted  in  Col. 
Doolittle's  regiment,  the  Eighteenth  Michigan  In- 
fantry and  served  in  Company  E.  This  regiment 
served  inthe  Army  of  the  Cumberland  under  Gen. 
Burnside  at  first  and  skirmished  through  Kentucky 
in  the  fall  of  1862  and  wintered  at  Lexington. 
The  following  spring  his  brigade  moved  south  as 
far  as  Stone  River  and  finally  to  Nashville,  where 
it  remained  for  nearly  a  year.  From  there  the 
brigade  was  ordered  to  Decatur,  Ala.,  and  were 
detailed  for  scout  and  picket  duty  for  some  time. 
His  regiment  did'excellent  service  at  Pond  Springs, 
Courtland,  and  at  Athens  where  he  was  wounded 
in  the  right  shoulder.  This  engagement  occurred 
September  24,  1864. 

In  the  above  engagement  onr  subject  was  cap- 
tured and  sent  to  Andersonville  prison  where  he 
remained  seven  months.     During   this   imprison- 
ment his  wound,  from  lack  of  care,  grew  worse  and 
gangrene  set  in.     He   procured  some  caustic  and 
his  comrades  burned  it  for  him.     His  only  diet  was 
a  little  meal  and  he  suffered  all  the  tortures  of  that 
infernal    place.      Mr.  Spear  was  confined    in    the 
celebrated   stronghold    until  the   close  of  the  war 
when  he  was  discharged.     He  had  two  brothers  in 
the    service— William,  a   member   of   the   Tenth 
Michigan   Cavalry,  who  was  confined  in  the  Rich- 
mond^ prison    several    months;   J.  W.  Spear    was 
Captain  in  Company  A,  Fourth  Michigan  Infantry. 
When  our  subject  was  mustered  out  at  the  close 
of  the  war  at  Camp  Chase,  Ohio,  he  came  to  Lena- 
wee County,  this  State,  where  he  remained   some 
time  engaged  in  farming.     In  1874  he  removed  to 
Eaton  County  and  purchased  a  farm  in  Brookfield 
Township  where    his   home  now  stands.     He  was 
married  October  27,  1866,  to  Lettie  P.  Cord.  Mrs. 
Spear  was  born  in  Lenawee  County  in  1844  and  is  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Harriet  (Crowfoot)  Cord. 
Her    father  was  a  native  of  England  and  died  in 
Lenawee  County  in  the  year   1888.     Her  mother 
was  born  in  New  England  and  also  died    in   that 
county.    Her  father  was  a  farmer.     Mrs.  Spear  is  a 
woman  of  ability  and   education,  having  attended 
the  Adrian  College  for  some  time.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Spear  have   been    born   three    children— Eugene, 
William,  and  Rufas   deceased.     He  of  whom  we 
write   has  a  pleasant  home  where  he  is  ever  ready 


to  receive  his  friends  and  to  contribute  to  their 
enjoyment.  He  is  a  potent  factor  in  all  enterprises 
for  public  good  that  come  under  his  notice.  Mr. 
Spear  is  prominent  in  politics  as  a  Republican  of 
the  straightest  sort  and  brings  all  the  force  of  his 
intellect,  his  superior  ability  and  sterling  common- 
sense  to  bear  upon  the  work  of  his  party  and  gives 
his  time  and  talent  while  using  his  wide  influence  to 
encourage  all  enterprises  calculated  to  promote  its 
well-being  as  well  as  to  advance  the  material  pros- 
perity of  his  county. 
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<5f|  AMES  L.  WILKINS,  proprietor  of  the  steam 
sawmill  in  Hastings,  Barry  County,  is  a 
Yankee  by  birth  and  parentage.  With  true 
New  England  thrift  he  has  ordered  hi8 
affairs,  and  with  the  ardor  characteristic  of  the 
natives  of  New  England  he  has  given  his  might  to 
whatever  interest  he  took  up.  Worldly  prosperity 
has  crowned  his  efforts  and  much  valuable  property 
has  come  into  his' possession.  He  is  a  veteran  of 
the  late  war  and  it  is  said  by  those  who  are  best 
acquainted  with  his  record  that  his  soldierly  quali- 
ties were  unsurpassed  and  his  'loyalty  fervid  and 
unwavering. 

Of  the  five  children  born  to  Hiram  and  Frances 
(Russell)  Wiikins  two  are  now  living— Walter  L. 
and  James  L.  The  father,  who  was  a  millwright 
by  trade,  left  his  native  State  in  1850  to  make  his 
home  in  the  West.  He  spent  some  time  at  Kala- 
mazoo, this  State,  then  went  to  Chicago  and  later 
took  up  his  residence  in  Grand  Rapids.  In  that 
city  he  did  contracting  as  millwright  and  bridge- 
builder  seven  years  prior  to  his  decease.  He  passed 
away  in  1861  and  his  widow  survived  until  1874. 
He  was  an  Odd  Fellow  and  in  politics  a  Democrat. 
His  father,  James  Wiikins,  was  a  native  of  the 
Green  Mountain  State  and  followed  the  trade  of  a 
wagon-maker. 

James  L.  Wiikins  was  born  June  12,  1844,  in 
the  State  of  Vermont,  but  from  his  childhood  has 
lived  in  Michigan.  His  education  was  received  at 
Grand  Rapids  and  after  completing  his  studies  he 
worked  in  a  pail  factory  one  year.     In  1861,  at 
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the  early  age  of  seventeen  years  he  entered  the 
army,  becoming  a  member  of  Company  C,  First 
Michigan  Engineers  and  Mechanics  Corps.  For 
four  years  and  three  months  he  was  with  the  boys 
in  blue,  and  during  that  long  period  was  under  fire 
as  frequently  as  any  man  in  the  service;  particu- 
larly during  the  march  to  the  sea  was  this  true. 
During  the  last  two  years  of  his  army  life  he  held 
the  rank  of  Orderly  Sergeant.  As  he  belonged  to 
the  Western  Department  he  learned  to  appreciate 
very  highly  the  qualities  of  Gen.  Sherman,  to  whom 
so  much  credit  is  due  for  the  success  of  various 
campaigns. 

After  receiving  his  discharge  Mr.  Wilkins  re- 
turned to  Grand  Rapids  and  engaged  in  business, 
mnking  use  of  the  mechanical  skill  that  belonged 
to  him  by  nature  and  was  improved  by  training. 
He  carried  on  a  planing-mili  and  repair  shop  in 
that  city  until  1874,  then  came  to  Hastings  and 
with  his  brother,  Walter  L.,  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  all  kinds  of  sporting  goods — base-ball, 
croquet,  fishing,  etc.  They  employed  one  hundred 
and  fifty  men  and  during  the  seven  years  in  which 
they  were  thus  engaged  worked  up  an  immense 
trade.  They  then  sold  out  to  the  Spaulding  Man- 
ufacturing Company  of  Chicago,  and  our  subject 
returned  to  Grand  Rapids  and  organized  a  stock 
company  for  the  manufacture  of  veneer  and  panel 
work.  In  this  enterprise  forty  men  were  employed 
during  the  first  }^ear,  at  the  expiration  of  which 
Mr.  Wilkins  came  once  more  to  Hastings  and  built 
a  steam  sawmill,  which  burned  down  in  1888.  He 
rebuilt  on  the  old  site  his  present  mill,  which  is 
40x75  feet  with  a  forty-horse  power  engine  and  a 
capacity  and  business  sufficient  to  require  the  ser- 
vices of  seventy-five  men. 

Mr.  Wilkins  has  a  fine  farm  of  eighty  acres, 
situated  inside  the  corporation  limits  of  Hastings, 
and  other  interests  in  the  county.  He  has  recently 
added  to  the  improvements  on  his  place  a  fine  resi- 
dence that  cost  $5,000  and  a  barn  worth  $1,200. 
His  home  is  supplied  with  every  comfort  and  con- 
venience that  heart  can  desire,  head  contrive  and 
hand  execute,  and  the  luxuries  of  life  are  not  un- 
known there.  At  the  head  of  the  household  is  the 
wife  to  whom  he  was  married  in  1879,  at  which 
time  she  was  known  as  Mrs.  Mary  J.  Bailey.  She  is 


the  daughter  of  Augustus  Rower  and  is  well  known 
here  as  Hastings  was  her  home  prior  to  her  marriage 
to  Mr.  Wilkins.  By  her  former  husband  she  had 
one  daughter,  Nellie,  who  is  now  a  student  in  the 
High  School.  Mr.  Wilkins  by  a  former  wife  has  a 
son,  Charles  H.,  who  is  now  attending  college  in 
Ypsilanti. 

Although  he  was  reared  under  Democratic  in- 
fluences Mr.  Wilkins  long  since  made  up  his  mind 
that  the  Republican  party  is  the  one  that  is  moving 
in  the  line  of  progress  and  wise  policy.  On  the 
ticket  of  that  party  he  was  elected  Mayor  of  Hast- 
ings in  1888,  being  the  first  Republican  incumbent 
of  the  position  for  eleven  years.  He  is  identified 
with  the  social  orders  to  some  extent,  being  a  Mason 
and  Knight  of  Pythias.  His  standing  in  the  com- 
munity is  most  excellent  and  his  name  is  a  syno- 
nym for  honest  dealing  and  business  energy. 


ETH  PRATT.  This  name  is  quickly  rec- 
ognized throughout  Barry  County,  as  it  is 
borne  by  a  gentleman   who  has   held   the 

office  of  County  Surveyor  and  has  surveyed 
more  land  here  than  any  other  person.  He  takes 
great  pleasure  in  his  profession,  and  accuracy  is 
his  aim  in  every  detail;  he  has  therefore  made  of 
civil  engineering  a  much  greater  success  than  could 
possibly  have  been  the  case  had  he  been  in  any 
wise  careless.  He  traces  his  ancestry  in  the  pater- 
nal line  to  Lieut.  William  Pratt  of  England,  who 
came  to  America  in  1633,  in  the  colony  that  was 
led  by  Hooker  and  settled  at  Saybrook,  Conn. 
Later  generations  made  New  York  their  home  and 
in  Columbia  County  Obadiah  Pratt  spent  his  entire 
life. 

In  the  family  of  Obadiah  Pratt  was  a  son  Allen 
who  was  born  in  Columbia  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1793, 
and  in  1815  removed  to  Phelps,  Ontario  County. 
He  was  a  contractor  and  builder  and  after  his 
removal  located  fifty  acres  of  land  on  which  he  had 
made  ail  but  the  last  payment  when  he  was  so 
unfortunate  as  to  lose  it,  being  unable  to  meet  his 
obligation.  He  then  went  to  Cuyahoga  County, 
Ohio,  in  1831,  and  worked  at  his  trade  and  farm- 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


733 


ing.  In  1849  he  came  to  Michigan  and  spent  a 
year  in  Pennfield  Township,  Calhoun  County,  then 
worked  at  his  trade  at  Augusta.  In  1852  he  located 
in  Battle  Creek,  where  he  built  a  barn  when  eighty- 
three  years  old.  He  became  blind  and  made  his 
home  with  his  son,  our  subject,  until  1883,  when  he 
passed  away,  haying  reached  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety  years.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Christian 
Church.  During  the  War  of  1812  he  fought  for 
American  liberty. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Elizabeth  Palmiter;  she  was  born  in  Dutchess 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  a  daughter  of  John  Pal- 
miter, a  native  of  Connecticut  and  a  Revolutionary 
soldier.  She  had  two  uncles  also  in  the  Colonial 
Army.  Her  father  lived  in  Dutchess  and  then  in 
Columbia  and  also  in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y..  and 
later  in  Cuyahoga  County,  Ohio,  where  he  died  at 
the  age  of  eighty-four.  Mrs.  Pratt  entered  into 
rest  in  1847.  She  was  a  consistent  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Seth  Pratt,  who  is  next  to  the  oldest  of  six 
children,  was  born  in  Phelps,  N.  Y.,  February  9, 
1818.  He  lived  on  a  farm  until  thirteen  years  old, 
attending  the  district  school  in  what  was  known  as 
the  Palmiter  schoolhouse.  Soon  after  entering 
his  teens  he  went  with  the  rest  of  the  family  to 
Ohio,  where  for  a  time  he  pursued  his  studies  in 
Bedford.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  began  work- 
ing at  the  carpenter's  trade  and  so  much  natural 
aptitude  for  planning  had  he  that  he  laid  out  a 
building  before  he  could  make  a  mortise.  For  sev- 
eral years  he  worked  at  the  trade  with  his  father 
during  the  summer  and  when  seventeen  years  old 
he  began  devoting  the  winters  to  teaching.  lie 
did  professional  work  in  Ohio  twelve  terms  and  in 
this  State  sixteen,  giving  up  the  profession  when 
he  was  sixty-two  years  old.  When  about  of  age 
he  made  the  calculations  for  an  almanac  for  the 
year  1840  and  received  $30  for  the  copy  from  San- 
ford  &  Lot. 

In  1846  Mr.  Pratt  came  to  Michigan  armed  with 
twenty-five  cents  and  his  mental  and  physical  abil- 
ity. His  purpose  was  to  secure  a  home  of  his  own 
where  land  was  cheaper  than  in  Ohio.  He  farmed 
until  1850  and  also  worked  at  his  trade.  He  then 
located   at   Ross,   Kalamazoo   County,   where   he 


bought  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  which  he 
improved  and  operated  fifteen  years.  The  tract 
was  then  sold  and  an  eighty-five-acre  farm  in  Bed- 
ford Township,  Calhoun  County,  purchased,  on 
which  he  carried  on  agricultural  pursuits  until 
1880.  That  year  he  bought  one  hundred  and 
sixty-eight  acres  on  section  8,  Assyria  Township, 
Barry  County,  and  took  up  his  residence  here, 
where  general  farming  is  carried  on  under  the  con- 
trol of  his  sons.  The  land  is  well  improved  and 
is  so  supplied  with  buildings  as  to  be  virtually 
three  farme,  each  with  a  substantial  dwelling. 

In  Bedford,  Ohio,  June  14,  1840,  Mr.  Pratt  was 
married  to  Miss  Mary  Hollister,    grand-daughter 
of  Appleton  Hollister,  a  Connecticut  farmer,  and 
daughter  of  Enos  Hollister,  who  was  born  in  the 
Land  of  Steady  Habits  in  1789.     The  latter  made 
an  early  settlement  in  Ohio,  where  he  was  engaged 
in    farming    until   advanced   in  years;    he  died  in 
1 865  at  the  age  of  seventy -seven.  His  wife,  a  native 
of  Connecticut,  bore   the   maiden  name  of  Lydia 
Bid  well  and  lived   to   be   ninety  years  old.     Mrs. 
Pratt,  who  was  the  fourth  of  six  children  born  to 
that  estimable  couple,  is  a  native  of  Bainbridge, 
Geauga  County,  Ohio,  and  her  natal  day  was  April 
29,  1820.     She  was   well   educated   for  the  period 
and  taught  in  her  native  State.     She  and  her  hus- 
band have  five  children,  of  whom  we  note  the  fol- 
lowing: William,  who  is  now  operating  on  the  home 
farm,  has  had  some  experience  as  a  school  teacher; 
Carrie,  formerly  a  teacher,  is  the  widow  of  Silas  D. 
Dean   and   lives    in    Bedford    Township,   Calhoun 
County;  Cornelia  is  the  wife  of  M.  D.  Eldred  and 
their  home  is  in  Sacramento,  CaL;  Frank  M.,  who 
aids  in  the  management  of  the  home  place;  Lydia 
is  the  wife  of  W.  P.  Marsh  of  Battle  Creek. 

Mr.  Pratt  began  surveying  in  Kalamazoo  County 
and  the  adjoining  country  in  1851  and  since  that 
time  has  been  more  or  less  occupied  with  profess- 
ional work.  He  was  Deputy  County  Surveyor  of 
Calhoun  County  two  years,  then  Deputy  under 
Surveyor  Cressey  in  Barry  Count}',  and  in  1884 
he  was  elected  County  Surveyor.  After  serving 
two  years  he  was  a  Deputy  under  Manchester  and 
in  1888  he  was  again  elected  to  the  chief  place. 
His  last  term  of  office  expired  January  1,  1890. 
He  furnishes  the  "Railroad  &  Engineering  Jour- 
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nal"  with  material  and  also  contributes  to  the 
"Engineer's  Journal"  of  Chicago.  Forty  years 
of  practical  experience  have  furnished  him  with 
abundant  proof  of  the  value  or  inadequateness  of 
theoretical  principles  and  a  clear  understanding  of 
the  needs  of  those  who  would  enter  the  field  of 
civil  engineering.  Mr.  Pratt  was  Supervisor  three 
terms  in  Kalamazoo  County  and  two  terms  in 
Calhoun  County.  There  also  he  was  Township 
Treasurer  and  Superintendent  of  Schools  five  years. 
He  has  been  a  Republican  since  the  nomination  of 
Gen.  Fremont  for  the  Presidency  and  was  previ- 
ously a  Whig,  his  first  ballot  having  borne  the 
name  of  William  Henry  Harrison. 

\|7  EANDER  KENT  is  one  of  the  oldest  and 
III  (©  raost  h'gMy  respected  citizens  of  Eaton 
jll— ^  County,  with  which  he  has  been  prominently 
identified  in  various  ways  and  in  the  present  status 
of  which  he  takes  great  pride.  He  was  formerly 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  but  for  a  few 
years  past  has  been  enjoying  the  rest  he  so  well 
deserves  in  a  pleasant  home  where  he  is  surrounded 
by  all  the  comforts  of  life.  His  property  consists 
of  ninety- one  acres  of  choice  land  on  sections  21 
and  22,  adjoining  the  village  of  Kalamo,  for  the 
use  of  which  he  sold  four  acres  of  his  former  pos- 
sessions. The  modern  residence  built  by  him  in 
1880  is  surrounded  by  groves  and  orchard  and  well 
tilled  fields  which  are  watered  by  Branch  Creek  and 
devoted  to  the  twofold  purpose  of  raising  wheat 
and  stock.  A  windmill  and  tank  furnish  the  mo- 
tive power  and  reservoir  from  which  water  is  con- 
ve}red  to  convenient  points,  and  ample  barns  and 
sheds  furnish  shelter  for  crops  and  stock,  the  latter 
of  which  consists  largely  of  sheep. 

The  Kent  family  springs  from  England,  whence 
some  of  its  members  came  to  America  in  Colonial 
days,  making  a  settlement  at  Stafford,  Conu.  At 
that  point  Joseph  Kent,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  June  9,  1792.  He  followed  his  father's  occu- 
pation— farming.  When  fifteen  years  and  one 
month  old  he  enlisted  in  the  Continental  army  and 
served  linger  Gen.  Washington  six  years  and  eight 


months  during  the  struggle  for  American  inde- 
pendence. He  had  a  brother  shot  at  Monmouth 
during  the  war,  and  he  himself  was  a  witness  to 
the  hanging  of  Maj.  Andre.  After  the  war  he 
resumed  his  peaceful  occupation  and  remained  at 
Stafford  until  1825,  when  he  removed  to  Monroe 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  settled  on  a  farm  near  Clark- 
son.  Thence  he  went  to  Wilson,  Niagara  County, 
where  he  died  in  the  eightj'-seventh  year  of  his 
age.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Democratic  party 
and  of  that  body  of  Christian  believers  known  as 
Restoration  is  ts.  At  his  birthplace  he  married  Esther 
Tupper,  a  native  of  the  same  place,  who  traces  her 
genealogy  back  to  the  nobility  of  England.  She 
too  died  in  Niagara  Countjr,  but  at  the  age  of 
sixty-eight. 

The  family  of  which  Leander  Kent  is  next  to 
the  youngest  member  included  thirteen  children. 
He  was  born  in  Stafford,  Conn.,  May  14,  1813,  and 
remained  at  his  birthplace  until  just  before  he  en- 
tered his  teens.  He  then  accompanied  his  parents 
to  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  the  party  traveling  by 
team  one  hundred  miles  to  Albanjr  and  thence  on 
a  canal  to  Brockport.  There  was  no  schoolhouse 
near  their  new  home,  but  one  was  soon  built  of 
logs  and  furnished  with  slab  benches  and  there  the 
lad  did  some  studying.  He  remained  with  his  par- 
ents until  he  was  nineteen  years  old,  although  prior 
to  that  time  he  had  worked  out  on  a  neighboring 
farm.  He  learned  the  carpenter's  trade  and  worked 
with  his  brother  until  twenty-two,  when  he  took 
charge  of  his  aged  parents  and  a  crippled  brother 
and  contributed  to  their  support  until  they  died. 
He  rented  land  a  year,  then  went  to  Niagara  County 
and  bought  forty  acres  of  timber,  which  he  cleared 
and  supplied  with  various  improvements,  includ- 
ing a  frame  house  and  ample  accommodations  for 
stock. 

Mr.  Kent  remained  in  the  Empire  State  until  the 
fall  of  1853  when,  on  account  of  ill  health,  he  de- 
termined to  change  his  place  of  abode.  He  trav- 
eled in  a  wagon  to  Buffalo,  thence  by  boat  to 
Detroit  and  by  rail  to  Marshall,  from  which  point 
he  continued  his  journey  with  a  team  to  his  present 
location.  He  bought  one  hundred  and  forty-five 
acres  of  timber  land,  but  ere  long  sold  fifty  acres 
to  a  nephew.     There  was  scarcely  any  attempt  at 
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improvement  upon  the  property,  and  he  proceeded 
to  clear  and  develop  it,  making  of  it  a  valuable 
and  productive  tract.  He  found  that  the  asthma 
from  which  he  had  suffered  in  the  East  was  alle- 
viated by  the  change  of  climate,  and  he  was  glad 
to  remain  in  the  newer  State  and  aid  its  citizens  in 
many  ways. 

The  estimable  wife  of  Mr.  Kent  was  known  in 
her  maidenhood  as  Miss  Paulina  J.  Brace.     She  is 
a  daughter  of  Chauncy  Brace,  who  was   born  in 
Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  engaged  in  farm- 
ing  during   his   active  life.     He  died   in  Wilson 
when  he  had  passed  his  four-score  years,  and  in  the 
same  town  his  wife,  formerly  Rhoda  Baker,  closed 
her  eyes  in  death.     She  too  was  born  in  Ontario 
County,   and    the    parents   of  both  likewise  were 
New  Yorkers.     The  good  couple  were  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  in  the  tenets 
of  their  faith  carefully  instructed  their  children, 
while  endeavoring  otherwise  to  fit  them  for  the 
cares   and    duties   of   life.      The   second   of  their 
eleven  children  was  Paulina,  who  was  born  in  Vic- 
tor, Ontario  County,  March  1, 1821,  but  spent  much 
of  her  youth  in  Cambria  where  she  was  educated. 
Her    marriage    to   our   subject  was  solemnized  in 
Wilson,  N.  Y.,  September  16, 1846.     The  union'has 
been  blest  by  the  birth  of  three  children — Etta  E., 
formerly  a  school  teacher  and  now  the  wife  of  Cor- 
nelius Hollenbeek,  a  farmer  in  VermontvilleTown  • 
ship,    Eaton  County;    Amelia   S.,    wife   of  Frank 
Babcock,  a  farmer  of  Kalamo  Township;  and  Wer- 
ter  L.,  who  died  when  eighteen  years  old. 

Mr.  Kent  had  not  long  resided  in  Eaton  County 
ere  he  was  called  upon  to  serve  his  fellow  citizens. 
In  the  spring  of  1854  he  was  elected  Township 
Treasurer  and  was  retained  in  the  office  ten  years. 
The  ensuing  year  he  was  Township  Supervisor  and 
was  again  elected  to  that  position  in  1867  and  held 
it  four  years  consecutively.  After  a  year's  release 
from  its  duties  he  was  again  called  upon  for  his 
services.  He  has  been  School  Director  for  years 
and  has  been  a  member  of  various  committees 
which  were  appointed  by  the  people  to  look  after 
their  interests.  He  was  formerly  Treasurer  of  the 
Grange,  and  for  years  held  that  responsible  posi- 
tion among  the  Masons,  and  he  is  now  Treasurer  of 
the  Kalamo  Pioneer  Society.     While  he  was  living 


in  the  East  he  was  identified  with  the  Sons  of 
Temperance.  He  is  still  an  ardent  advocate  of 
temperance  principles,  but  not  as  a  political  meas- 
ure, his  influence  being  cast  with  the  Democrats. 
He  has  attended  county  and  State  conventions  and 
sat  upon  petit  and  grand  juries.  Religiously  he  is 
a  believer  in  universal  salvation,  while  his  wife  is 
a  devout  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  She  is  interested  in  the  Ladies'  Aid  and 
Missionary  Societies  and  has  been  President  of  the 
latter.  The  many  good  qualities  possessed  by  the 
aged  couple  have  endeared  them  to  the  hearts  of 
those  about  them,  and  young  as  well  as  old  unite 
in  good  wishes  to  them. 


& 


fitf^ARVEY  J.  HART  was  formerly  identified 
l^  with  the  manufacturing  interests  of  Eaton 
County.  He  is  now  Hying  in  retirement  at 
Charlotte  where  he  is  known  and  honored 
for  his  high  personal  standing  as  a  man  and  a  citi- 
zen. A  native  of  the  town  of  Galen,  Wayne 
County,  N.  Y.,  he  was  born  November  20,1830. 
His  father,  whose  name  was  Henry  Hart,  was  a  na- 
tive of  the  same  State,  Canandaigua,  Ontario 
County,  being  the  place  of  his  birth.  He  was  a 
son  of  Rodman  Hart  who  was  a  native  of  Rhode 
Island.  His  father,  William  Hart,  is  also  supposed 
to  have  been  born  in  that  State,  coming  of  one  of 
its  early  families  that  had  originated  in  England. 
He  died  on  his  farm  near  Tiverton,  R.  I. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  removed  from 
his  native  State  to  New  York  after  he  attained  to 
manhood  and  was  a  pioneer  of  Canandaigua.  A 
few  years  later  he  took  up  his  abode  in  the  town 
of  Junius,  Seneca  County,  on  the  line  of  Wayne 
County.  Years  of  toil  followed  his  settlement 
there,  whereby  he  cleared  a  farm  from  the  forest 
wilderness  which  remained  his  home  until  his 
death.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Lorinda 
Granger.  She  also  died  on  the  home  farm  in 
Junius. 

Henry  Hart  was  quite  young  when  his  parents 
went  to  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  to  live.  He  was 
reared  there  to  the  life  of  a   farmer,  and  after  his 
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marriage  resided  for  a  time  in  Wayne  County.  His 
next  move  was  to  Warren  County,  Pa.,  where  he 
purchased  land.  He  did  not  like  there,  however, 
and  six  months  later  sold  that  place  and  bought 
in  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y,  After  a  six  years' 
residence  there  he  emigrated  to  Ohio  with  his  wife 
and  four  children,  journeying  to  their  new  abode 
with  a  team.  The  family  located  at  Clarksfield, 
Huron  County,  moving  into  a  log  house  that  stood 
on  the  tract  of  forest-covered  land  that  the  father 
purchased.  A  few  months  later  that  dwelling 
was  burned,  and  with  the  assistance  of  his  neigh- 
bors a  more  substantial  hewed  log  house  was 
erected  in  its  place.  Four  years  later  the  Harts 
moved  again,  Mr.  Hart  having  bought  a  place  in 
New  London.  In  1865  that  property  was  sold 
and  then  Charlotte  became  the  home  of  the  family 
and  here  the  father  departed  this  life  March  18, 
1876,  leaving  behind  him  an  unblemished  record 
as  a  man  and  a  citizen. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  preceded  his  father 
in  death,  dying  July  14,  1874,  at  Charlotte.  Her 
maiden  name  was  Julaney  Lewis  and  she  was  born 
in  Otsego  County,  N.  Y.  Her  father,  Isaac  Lewis, 
was  a  farmer.  He  removed  from  Otsego  County  to 
Wayne  County,  thence  to  Chautauqua  County,  and 
then  to  Huron  County,  Ohio.  He  there  became 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Clarksfield  where  he 
bought  a  partly-improved  farm,  upon  which  he 
lived  until  his  demise.  The  maiden  name  of  his 
wife  was  Charlotte  Hopkins.  She  survived  her 
husband  and  spent  her  last  years  with  the  parents 
of  our  subject  at  New  London.  Five  children 
blessed  the  marriage  of  the  parents  of  our  subject, 
namely:  Harvey  J.,  Charlotte,  Isaac  L.,  Rodman 
and  Hiram. 

Our  subject  was  in  his  eighth  year  when  his 
parents  removed  to  Ohio.  His  first  schooling  was 
obtained  in  the  schools  of  Ch-iutauqua  County, 
his  native  State,  and  he  afterward  attended  the 
pioneer  schools  of  Huron  County.  As  soon  as 
large  enough  he  commenced  to  assist  on  the  farm 
and  gained  a  sound,  practical  knowledge  of  agri- 
culture. He  was  naturally  studious,  and  desirous 
of  improving  his  education,  he  entered  Oberlin 
College  at  the  age  of  twenty-one.  After  his  first 
terra's  attendance  there  he   accepted  a  school  at 


Ruggles,  Ashland  Count}',  and  for  three  years 
taught  school  and  pursued  his  studies  at  Oberlin 
alternately.  After  he  left  college  he  engaged  in 
the  teacher's  profession  winters  and  the  rest  of  the 
year  plied  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  in  Huron 
County. 

Before  his  marriage  Mr.  Hart  bought  a  farm  in 
Clarksfield  Township,  and  while  he  hired  the  farm 
work  done,  carried  on  carpentering.  In  1865  he 
sold  his  property  in  Ohio,  and  coming  to  Char- 
lotte, bought  a  half- interest  in  a  planing-mill,  and 
for  some  ten  years  manufactured  sashes,  doors  and 
blinds.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  disposed  of 
his  share  in  the  manufactory,  and  his  next  enter- 
prise was  the  establishment  of  a  foundry  and 
machine  shop,  which  he  operated  until  1888. 
While  in  active  business  he  obtained  a  high  stand- 
ing in  financial  circles  as  a  prompt,  square-deal- 
ing, honorable,  clear-sighted  business  man.  As  a 
gentleman  of  culture,  of  broad  views,  and  of  un- 
swerving rectitude  of  character,  he  has  been  potent 
in  advancing  the  social  and  religious  status  of  the 
community.  He  and  his  wife  are  valued  members 
of  the  Universalist  Church.  Socially  Mr.  Hart  is 
a  member  of  Charlotte  Lodge,  No.  120,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.;  of  Charlotte  Chapter,  No.  82;  and  of  Prai- 
rie Lodge,  No.  646,  I.  O.  G.  T. 

Mr.  Hart  and  Miss  Janet  Thomas  were  united 
in  marriage  January  1,  1856,  and  of  their  felici- 
tous wedded  life  one  son  and  one  daughter  have 
been  born,  Dora  S.,  a  teacher  at  Menominee;  and 
the  son  died  at  the  age  of  one  year.  Mrs.  Hart  is 
a  native  of  Adams,  Jefferson  County,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Edmund  and  Asenath  (Crapo)  Thomas. 
Her  father  was  born  near  Bennington,  Vt.,  and 
was  a  son  of  Wessen  Thomas  who  was  a  farmer  of 
that  State  until  his  removal  to  the  State  of  New 
York  where  he  spent  his  last  years  in  Jefferson 
County. 

Mrs.  Hart's  father  was  reared  among  his  native 
hills  and  subsequently  went  to  Jefferson  County, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  bought  a  farm  in  the  town  of 
Adams.  He  resided  there  until  1835,  when  he 
became  the  pioneer  of  another  State,  settling  in 
Pittsfield  Township,  Lorain  County,  Ohio,  on  a 
tract  of  timber  land  that  he  had  purchased.  He 
erected  a  log  house  in  the  forests  and  covered  it 
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with  elm  bark  that  was  held  in  place  by  poles,  and  he 
split  puncheon  for  the  floor  and  made  a  mud  and 
stick  chimney.  Mrs.  Hart's  mother  used  to  cook 
before  the  fireplace  and  her  children  were  clad  in 
homespun  of  her  own  weaving.  The  father  cleared 
a  farm,  upon  which  he  lived  with  his  family  ten 
years,  and  they  then  removed  to  Rochester,  the 
same  county,  where  he  bought  a  farm  that  was 
his  home  until  death  brought  his  busy  life  to  an 
end  January  19,  1889,  in  his  ninety-third  year. 
He  was  a  brave,  stalwart  youth  when  the  War  of 
1812  was  fought,  and  he  enlisted  in  the  ranks  of 
the  American  army,  and  did  good  service  in 
fighting  the  English. 

The  mother  of  Mrs.  Hart,  who  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Jamaica,  Windham  County,  Vt.,  June  11, 
1797,  died  at  the  family  home  at  Rochester,  Ohio, 
May  18,  1877.  She  was  the  mother  of  six  chil- 
dren, namely:  De  Grass,  Orin,  Mynette,  Janet, 
Julia  M.  and  Mary  J.  Mrs.  Hart's  maternal,  grand- 
father, whose  name  was  Jonathan  Crapo,  was  of 
good  old  New  England  stock  and  was  a  native  of 
Rhode  Island.  He  was  a  pioneer  of  Vermont 
and  also  of  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  set- 
tled in  1804.  He  carried  on  farming  thereuntil 
his  removal  to  the  forest  wilds  of  Ashland  County, 
Ohio,  in  1835.  He  was  one  of  the  early  settlers 
of  Sullivan  Township,  that  county,  where  he 
bought  a  farm,  on  which  he  lived  until  his  life 
was  rounded  out  by  death  at  a  ripe  old  age.  He 
was  a  gallant  soldier  of  the  Revolution.  His  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Cecilia  Clark,  also  died 
on  the  home  farm  in  Sullivan  Township. 
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<ff)ESSE  FAST,  residing  on  section  1,  Eaton 
Township,  Eaton  County,  is  one  of  its  rep- 
resentative men,  and  is  a  pioneer  resident  of 
this  State.  He  was  born  September  21,  1831, 
in  Ashland  County,  Ohio,  and  is  the  son  of  Will- 
iam and  Anne  Fast.  His  parents  were  natives  of 
Pennsylvania  and  came  to  Ashland  County,  Ohio, 
in  the  early  days  of  its  settlement.  They  contin- 
ued to  reside  in  that  State  during  the  remainder 
of  their  lives.     Mr.  Fast  is  one  of  a  family  of  nine 


children.  His  brothers  and  sisters  are:  Sarah, 
residing  in  Ashland  County,  Ohio;  Levi,  in  this 
county;  Jesse;  Jones,  a  resident  of  Ashland 
County,  Ohio;  and  Joshua,  residing  in  Brookfield 
Township. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  Revolutionary 
soldier  and  had  a  remarkable  military  career.  Our 
subject  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native  State, 
and  was  brought  up  amid  the  wild  scenes  of  those 
pioneer  times.  He  received  but  a  limited  common- 
school  education  in  the  old  time  log  schoolhouse 
that  has  been  so  often  described.  While  still  in  his 
teens  Mr.  Fast  assumed  the  control  of  his  father's 
farm,  which  he  conducted  for  some  time.  During 
these  pioneer  years  he  added  to  his  elementary  edu- 
cation by  reading  upon  all  sorts  of  topics. 

Our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  June  18, 
1853,  with  Mary  A.  Krcbs,  a  native  of  the  same 
county  as  himself.  Mrs.  Fast  was  born  February 
29,  1832,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Mathias  and 
Elizabeth  (Fast)  Krebs.  Her  parents  were  both 
natives  of  Pennsylvania,  but  removed  to  Ohio  and 
were  among  the  early  settlers  of  that  State.  Mrs. 
Fast  was  one  of  a  large  family  of  children.  The 
following  named  are  some  of  the  surviving  mem- 
bers: Amanda,  wife  of  Elijah  Brown,  residing  in 
Ashland  County,  Ohio;  Barbara  A.,  widow  of 
Nelson  Ball,  is  a  resident  of  Brookfield  Township: 
Christian,  living  in  the  same  township;  Eli,  also  a 
resident  of  Brookfield  Township;  and  Mrs.  Joel 
Shultz,  a  resident  of  the  State  of  Indiana. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  two 
children — Archie  L.,  deceased,  and  Melissa,  wife 
of  Milton  Hunt,  residing  in  Detroit,  Mich.  One 
of  their  grandsons,  Jesse  Wright,  the  son  of  their 
daughter,  makes  his  home  with  them.  In  1854 
they  removed  to  Eaton  County  and  settled  on  their 
present  farm.  This  farm  containing  eighty  acres 
was  at  that  time  all  wild  land.  Mr.  Fast  cut  the 
first  stick  of  timber  on  the  land  and  also  in  the 
neighborhood.  He  first  put  up  a  log  cabin  18x24 
feet  in  dimensions  and  lived  in  it  for  several  years. 
He  and  his  wife  had  to  undergo  all  the  hardships 
connected  with  those  early  days.  By  a  subsequent 
purchase  he  has  added  eighty  acres  more  to  the 
home  farm,  which  now  contains  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  well-improved  and   fertile  land.     In 
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all  these  years  of  work  he  has  been  ably  assisted  by 
his  wife.  By  their  united  industry  they  are  now 
able,  while  stilt  in  the  prime  of  life,  to  rest  from 
active  work  and  enjoy  their  comfortable  home. 
His  farm  is  one  of  the  finest  in  the  township  and 
is  a  standing  monument  to  his  industry  and  per- 
severance. Socially  he  is  a  member  of  the  Patrons 
of  Industry.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat.  He 
and  his  good  wife  are  well-known  and  highly  re- 
spected members  of  the  society  of  the  community 
and  are  among  the  pioneers  of  their  neighborhood. 


-5Ht= 


S/AMES  BALL.  National  progress  depends 
entirely  upon  individval  character,  and  the 
proud  position  occupied  by  the  United  States 
to-day  is  due  entirely  to  the  industry,  en- 
ergy and  uprightness  of  her  citizens.  Thither  peo- 
ple have  come  from  all  civilized  countries,  and, 
enlisting  under  the  banner  of  progress,  have  aided 
in  molding  the  national  character.  Of  those  who 
have  come  to  Michigan  especial  mention  belongs  to 
Mr.  Ball,  who  owns  and  occupies  a  farm  of  eighty 
acres  on  section  25,  Orangeville  Township.  This 
estate  he  purchased  in  March,  1867,  and  at  once 
began  to  clear  the  land.  Gradually  he  placed 
upon  it  such  improvements  as  invariably  character- 
ize a  first-class  farm,  erecting  in  1886  a  commo- 
dious frame  residence,  and,  in  1877  a  substantial 
barn  with  basement  32x44  feet. 

The  father  and  mother  of  our  subject,  William 
and  Mary  Ann  (King)  Ball,  were  natives  of  Nor- 
folkshire,  England,  where  they  passed  their  entire 
lives.  The  father  was  born  in  1799  and  was  a  car- 
penter by  trade.  He  died  in  1862  at  the  age  of 
three-score  and  three  years.  The  mother  was  born 
in  1810  and  survived  her  husband  many  years,  dy- 
ing in  1885.  Their  family  comprised  eight  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  remained  in  England  with  the 
exception  of  our  subject  and  his  eldest  brother. 
The  latter  is  a  carpenter  and  farmer  in  Muskegon 
County,  Mich.  He  of  whom  we  write  was  born 
July  16,  1833,  in  Norfolkshire,  England,  and  passed 
his  boyhood  and  youth  in  his  native  place,  obtain- 
ing a  limited  education   in   the   common  schools. 


Realizing  that  the  New  World  offered  better  advan- 
tages to  the  young  than  the  old  worn-out  soil  of 
the  old  country  he  resolved  to  locate  permanently 
in  the  United  States. 

Accordingly,  in  1853,  Mr.  Ball  crossed  the  wide 
Atlantic,  and  landed  in  New  York  after  a  tedious 
voyage  of  three  months.  While  on  the  water  they 
were  compelled  to  go  back  over  one  thousand  miles 
in  order  to  get  the  vessel  repaired,  after  having 
narrowly  escaped  shipwreck.  However,  they  at 
last  anchored  safely  in  the  harbor  of  New  York 
City,  whence  Mr.  Ball  proceeded  at  once  to  On- 
tario County.  There  he  worked  by  the  month  as 
a  laborer  about  six  years,  and  carefully  hoarded 
his  earnings  in  order  to  invest  in  a  home  of  his 
own.  We  next  find  him  in  Battle  Creek,  Mich., 
engaged  as  a  laborer  for  two  years.  The  ensuing 
two  years  he  spent  in  Canada,  after  which  he  re- 
turned to  Battle  Creek,  Mich.,  and  worked  a  year. 
In  March,  1867,  he  was  enabled  to  buy  the  farm 
upon  which  he  is  now  located  and  which  has  ever 
since  been  his  home.  His  present  prosperity  has 
been  gained  by  persistent  labor  and  in  the  face  of 
great  obstacles.  He  was  sick  soon  after  coming  to 
this  country,  and  upon  recovering  not  only  found 
himself  without  money,  but  $25  in  debt,  $10  being 
for  board  and  $15  for  doctor's  bills.  However  by 
patient  industry  he  gained  marked  success  and  now 
stands  among  the  foremost  farmers  and  citizens  of 
the  county. 

In  all  his  labors  Mr.  Bali  has  received  the  effi- 
cient help  of  his  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Mary  Searles.  Mrs.  Ball  was  born  July  12, 
1847,  in  Tioga  County,  N.  Y.,  and  is  the  daughter 
of  Thomas  B.  and  Nancy  (Taylor)  Searles,  natives 
of  New  York.  Mr.  Searles  was  a  cooper  by  trade, 
and  was  killed  for  his  money  June  13,  1884,  in 
Hope  Township  by  highwaymen.  His  wife  is  de- 
ceased having  died  February  17,  1874.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Searles  had  a  family  of  six  children,  of  whom 
Mrs.  Ball  was  the  next  to  the  youngest.  The  happy 
wedded  life  of  our  subject  and  his  good  wife  has 
been  blest  to  them  by  the  birth  of  one  son,  Fred  J., 
who  is  now  attending  school  and  being  prepared 
for  a  responsible  position  in  life.  In  his  political 
affiliations  Mr.  Ball  is  a  strong  and  prominent 
Democrat   and  socially,   with  his  wife,  belongs  to 
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the  Patrons  of  Industry.  In  1861  Mr.  Ball  helped 
to  fit  out  a  team,  which  was  afterwards  presented 
to  Abraham  Lincoln  by  Col.  Woods.  The  atten- 
tion of  the  reader  is  invited  to  a  view  of  the  pleas- 
ant homestead  where  Mr.  Bail  and  his  family  are 
comfortably  domiciled. 

— *» »>|>rjfe» v-** 


eLARK  FOOTE,  a  farmer  of  the  town  of 
Vermontville,  living  on  section  35,  is  num- 
bered among  the  pioneer  settlers  of  P^aton 
County  of  1846.  He  was  born  near  Niagara  Falls, 
Niagara  County,  N.  Y.,  November  4,  1829,  and  is 
the  third  in  a  family  of  nine  children  whose  parents 
were  Andrew  M.  and  Amanda  (Phillips)  Foote. 
Both  were  natives  of  New  York,  the  former  born 
in  Schoharie  County,  the  latter  in  Batavia.  They 
were  married  within  sight  of  the  world's  great 
cataract  and  resided  at  Niagara  Falls  until  Decem- 
ber, 1829,  when  they  became  residents  of  Geauga 
County,  Ohio.  There  they  resided  until  1846, 
which  year  witnessed  their  emigration  to  Eaton 
County. 

Settling  on  section  31,  in  the  town  of  Carmel, 
Mr.  Foote  and  his  wife  spent  the  remainder  of  their 
lives  upon  this  homestead.  In  the  earlier  years  of 
his  manhood  he  secured  a  livelihood  as  an  employe 
in  woolen  mills  and  later  made  farming  his  chief 
pursuit.  The  history  of  the  family  during  their 
first  year's  residence  in  Michigan  is  one  of  hard- 
ship  and  trial,  such  as  was  experienced  by  many 
pioneers,  but  their  efforts  were  not  unattended  with 
successful  results  and  at  his  death  Mr.  Foote  left 
an  estate  worth  $8,000.  He  lived  to  be  seventy- 
six  years  of  age  and  his  wife  was  in  her  seventy- 
fourth  year  when  she  departed  this  life.  Both 
were  members  of  the  Methodist  Church  and  at  the 
polls,  by  his  ballot  he  supported  the  Republican 
party.  The  members  of  their  family  are  William, 
Eleanor,  Clark,  Allen,  Henry,  Emily,  Alburn, 
Edwin  and  Martin. 

Clark  Foote  spent  his  boyhood  days  in  New  York 
and  Ohio,  where  he  worked  upon  his  father's  farm 
and  was  emplojTed  in  the  woolen  mills.  His  edu- 
cation was  such  as  the   common   schools   afforded. 


In  1846,  he  came  with  the  family  to  Michigan, 
walking  the  whole  distance  from  Detroit  to  Eaton 
County.  His  father  was  poor  and  did  not  have  the 
means  to  furnish  them  all  with  transportation  and 
at  Jackson  he  was  compelled  to  pawn  his  goods  for 
money  to  reach  his  destination.  The  following 
winter  Mr.  Foote  and  Clark  cut  wood  at  Battle 
Creek,  thereby  obtaining  the  necessary  funds  for 
the  goods  left  at  Jackson. 

Under  such  circumstances  the  family  began  life 
on  the  Michigan  frontier.  Our  subject  remained 
with  his  father  until  twenty-one  years  of  age,  giv- 
ing him  the  benefit  of  his  labors,  and  then  began 
life  for  himself  working  out  by  the  month  for 
Jonathan  Hart  of  Battle  Creek  in  a  lard  factory 
for  two  winters,  spending  the  summer  months  as  a 
farm  hand.  He  then  went  to  Jackson,  Mich.,  where 
lie  followed  various  employments,  and  at  that  place 
on  the  4th  of  February,  1852,  he  married  Mrs. 
Rebecca  Criswell,  who  was  born  in  Niagara  County, 
N.  Y.,  September  4,  1819.  She  has  since  been  his 
faithful  companion. 

Mr.  Foote  while  working  at  any  employment 
whereby  he  might  earn  an  honest  dollar,  was  en- 
abled to  lay  up  a  little  money  and  bought  a  house 
and  lot  in  Jackson  which  he  sold  at  the  end  of  two 
years  and  invested  his  capital  in  forty  acres  of  land 
in  the  town  of  Carmel,  Eaton  County.  This  was 
covered  with  timber  but  he  cleared  and  improved 
it  and  in  1855,  sold  for  $700,  thus  realizing  a  hand- 
some profit.  He  then  began  work  for  the  Michi- 
gan Central  Railroad  at  Decatur,  where  he  was 
employed  two  years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time 
he  traded  his  property  at  that  place  for  a  forty- 
acre  tract  of  land  in  Carmel  Township,  upon  which 
he  made  his  home  two  years.  His  next  place  of 
residence  was  in  North  Lansing  and  the  property  he 
owned  there  was  traded  in  1862  for  a  farm  of 
eighty  acres  in  the  town  of  Vermontville  which 
has  now  for  twenty-eight  %years  been  his  home. 

Not  an  improvement  had  then  been  made  on 
the  place  but  with  characteristic  energy  Mr.  Foote 
began  its  development,  and  now  sixty-five  acres, 
well  tilled,  yield  to  him  a  golden  tribute.  A  view 
of  his  estate  together  with  the  principal  buildings 
is  presented  on  another  page.  The  improvements 
are    ail    first-class  and   the    owner  and  operator  is 
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numbered  among  the  leading  and  thrifty  farmers 
of  the  town.  He  votes  with  the  Democratic  party 
and'for  many  years  has  been  a  member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity,  belonging'to  Vermontville  Lodge, 
No.  32,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  He  also  holds  membership 
with  the  Chapter  and  Council  in  Charlotte,  Mich., 
and  is  connected  with  theTatrons  of  Industry  and 
the  Grange.  A  man  of  sterling  worth,  he  is  re- 
spected for  his  upright  dealing  in  all  business  affairs 
and  his  manly  course  in  other  relations  of  life.  He 
has  watched  the  growth  of  the  county  from  its  in- 
fancy and  ranks  among  its  pioneer  settlers. 

~   *   '»K'   <>    '« 


«,-/  USTIN  ASH,  who  owns  a  finely  equipped 
W/u\\  farm  in  Chester  Township,  Eaton  County, 
and  is  successfully  managing  his  agricul- 
tural interests,  is  a  fine  type  of  the  citizen 
soldiers  of  this  country  who  volunteered  for  its 
defense  during  the  late  Civil  War.  He  was  born 
in  Sandusky  County,  Ohio,  May  21,  1840.  The 
Ash  family,  which  fhas  been  represented  in  this 
country  since  Colonial  times,  is  of  German  extrac- 
tion. Little  is  known  of  the  early  ancestry  of  our 
subject,  but  it  is  likely  that  some  of  his  progenitors 
were  among  the  early  settlers  of  Pennsylvania,  as 
that  was  the  native  State  of  his  father,  John  Ash, 
who  was  born  in  1779,  during  the  Revolution. 

A  man  of  powerful  physique  John  Ash  attained 
the  remarkable  age  of  one  hundred  and  four  years, 
his  death  occurring  in  1883  in  this  State.  In  the 
prime  of  manhood  he  became  a  pioneer  of  San- 
dusky County,  Ohio,  where  he  settled  in  1820,  near 
the  town  of  Fremont.  He  subsequently  removed 
to  Wood  County  in  the  same  State  and  lived  there 
about  twenty  years  prior  to  coming  to  Michigan. 
He  was  a  tanner  by  trade,  and  when  he  went  to 
Ohio  was  quite  well-to-do.  For  many  years  he 
was  a  steadfast  member  of  the  United  Brethren 
Church.  He  married  Margaret  Grundle,  a  native 
of  Pennsylvania,  who  died  about  1845,  leaving  ten 
children,  of  whom  five  are  now  living. 

Austin  Ash,  of  this  biography,  was  born  in  a  log 
house  and  was  reared  on  a  farm  that  was  cleared 
from  the  wilderness.      The  first  term  that  he  at- 


tended school,  a  log  house  served  as  the  temple  of 
learning.  His  education  was  conducted  in  the  dis- 
trict schools,  and  has  since  been  extended  by  obser- 
vation, experience  and  intelligent  reading.  He  was 
quite  a  small  boy  when  he  began  working  out  and 
only  received  $2.50  a  month  for  his  work.  He 
continued  in  the  employ  of  others  until  the  war 
broke  out.  He  was  then  scarcely  twenty-one  years 
of  age,  but  at  his  first  opportunity  after  attaining 
his  majority  he  enlisted,  becoming  a  member  of 
the  Fifty-seventh  Ohio  Infantry,  in  September, 
1861.  He  showed  himself  in  the  several  battles  in 
which  he  fought  to  be  possessed  of  true  soldierly 
qualities  which  attracted  the  attention  of  his  super- 
iors and  in  time  he  was  made  a  non-commissioned 
officer.  He  took  an  active  part  in  the  following 
battles  and  engagements:  Hamburg,  Pittsburg 
Landing,  Shiloh,  Pea  Ridge,  Corinth,  Tupelo,  Tal- 
lahatchie, Holly  Springs,  Memphis,  Chickasaw 
Bayou,  Yazoo  River,  Arkansas  Post,  Little  Rock, 
Port  Gibson,  Champion  Hills,  the  siege  of  Vicks- 
burg,  Jackson,  Missionary  Ridge,  Knoxville,  Res- 
aca,  Altona  Gap,  New  Hope  Church,  Dallas, 
Kenesaw  Mountain,  Peach  Tree  Creek,  Jonesboro, 
Lovejoy,  Big  Shanty  and  other  minor  engagements. 

At  the  siege  of  Vicksburg  our  subject  was 
wounded  and  again  before  Atlanta,  the  last  time  in 
the  left  hip.  After  that  he  was  very  sick  and  was 
confined  in  a  field  hospital  for  some  time.  He  was 
finally  honorably  discharged  from  the  army  Octo- 
ber 2,  1864,  at  East  Point,  Ga.,  with  a  well-earned 
record  for  efficiency  as  a  soldier.  After  the  war 
Mr.  Ash  left  his  native  State  to  take  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Eaton  County,  and  purchased  a  farm  in 
Chester  Township,  where  he  has  since  lived.  He 
now  owns  eighty  acres  of  land  which  he  has  im- 
proved himself  and  contains  among  other  embel- 
lishments a  fine  farm  house  that  he  erected  in  1887. 
The  reader  will  notice  a  view  of  this  pleasant  home- 
stead on  another  page.  He  started  out  in  life  with 
no  capital  and  that  he  has  met  with  success  is  due 
to  his  industrious  habits,  directed  by  sound  judg- 
ment. 

September  10,  1871,  Mr.  Ash  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Elizabeth  Radle  and  their  happy  union 
has  been  blest  to  them  by  the  birth  of  two  children, 
Guy  and  Veva  May.     Mrs.  Ash  was  born  in  Henry 
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County,  Ohio,  in  1852  and  is  a  daughter  of  Eli  and 
Catherine  (Wise)  Radle,  natives  of  Pennsylvania. 
Her  parents  came  to  Michigan  in  1865  and  settled 
in  Ingham  County,  where  they  lived  for  several 
years.  The  father  is  now  a  prosperous  farmer  of 
Eaton  County.  The  mother  departed  this  life  in 
1869.  She  had  six  children,  of  whom  three  daugh- 
ters are  living. 

Mr.  Ash  possesses  a  mind  of  his  own,  and  espec- 
ially in  politics;  he  is  somewhat  independent  in  his 
views  and  always  votes  for  men  and  principles  than 
for  party.  Socially  he  is  identified  with  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He  is  a  man  whose 
integrity  is  unquestionable  and  his  loyalty  as  a 
citizen  is  unsurpassed. 


«S^g^3« — 


(EORGE  W.  HULINGS,  a  practical  and  pro- 
gressive farmer  of  Hastings  Township, 
Barry  County,  residing  on  section  3,, first 
opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  of  day  in  Jersey  City, 
N.  J.,  January  11,  1847,  in  the  home  of  his  parents, 
Jacob  Henry  and  Frances  Jane  (Depew)  Hidings. 
His  father  was  born  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  March 
27,  1822,  and  left  his  native  city  in  1849,  becom- 
ing a  resident  of  Battle  Creek,  Mich.  He  was  a 
molder  by  trade  and  after  three  years  spent  in  that 
line  of  work  in  Battle  Creek  he  went  to  Bellevue, 
where  he  engaged  in  the  same  business  with  Messrs. 
Ilorle  &  Hank  Robinson,  foundry  men. 

Jacob  Hulings  came  to  Hastings  in  1859,  where 
he  worked  for  Robinson  &  Whiteman,  and  then 
entered  the  employ  of  Allen,  Bennett  &  Dwight, 
becoming  foreman  of  the  shops  owned  by  that  firm. 
He  became  well-to-do  and  whatever  success  he 
achieved  in  life  was  the  result  of  his  own  effort  for 
he  had  no  advantages  given  him  in  his  youth.  His 
father  died  when  he  was  small  aud  he  was  bound 
out  to  a  man  in  whose  home  he  was  reared  and 
who  had  him  learn  the  shoemaker's  trade.  He 
afterward  worked  in  a  blast  foundry  and  became  a 
machine  molder.  He  then  went  to  New  York  City 
and  worked  in  Savory's  foundry  until  his  emigra- 
tion to  the  West  in  1849  when  as  before  stated,  he 
settled  in  Battle  Creek,  Mich.  There  were  also  five 


other  children  of  the  family  who  were  left  orphans 
— Mark,  Samuel,  Thomas,  Phoebe  and  Betsey.  Mr. 
Hulings  married  Miss  Depew,  who  was  born  August 
4,  1825.  Her  brother,  Abraham  was  bound  out  to  a 
seafaring  man  and  she  went  to  live  with  a  Quaker 
family  in  the  town  of  Peekskill.  After  her  death 
the  father  was  again  married,  his  second  union  be- 
ing with  Sarah  Jones,  by  whom  he  had  four  chil- 
dren— William  D.,  Franklin  G.,  Fannie  and  Flora, 
the  last  named  being  now  deceased.  The  death  of 
Mr.  Hulings  occurred  in  February,  1873.  He  was 
an  expert  mechanic  and  by  his  enterprise  and 
sagacity  gained  a  competence.  In  his  political 
sentiments  he  was  a  supporter  of  the  Democracy 
and  in  his  social  relations  he  was  a  Mason,  belong- 
ing to  a  lodge  in  New  York  City. 

Our  subject  was  only  fourteen  months  old  when 
the  death  of  his  mother  occurred,  and  by  his  father 
he  was  reared  until  he  had  attained  a  sufficient  age 
to  care  for  himself.  He  married  Anna  B.  Koons,  a 
native  of  Richland  County,  Ohio,  and  was  one  of 
four  children,  two  sisters  and  two  brothers,  the 
latter  being  now  deceased.  Their  father,  John 
Koons,  died  in  July,  1867.  Her  maternal  grand- 
father, John  Wagoner,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania 
and  came  to  Michigan  in  1856.  The  mother  of 
Mrs.  Hulings  died  when  her  daughter  was  only 
eight  weeks  old  and  she  was  then  taken  by  her  aunt, 
Mrs.  Barhan,  with  whom  she  made  her  home  until 
her  marriage.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hulings  have 
been  born  three  children,  namely:  John,  George 
B.  and  Mary  Jane.  The  family  circle  remains  un- 
broken and  the  Hulings  household  is  one  of  the 
hospitable  homes  of  the  community. 

In  1864  our  subject  responded  to  his  country's 
call  for  troops  and  enrolled  his  name  among  the 
boys  in  blue  of  Company  D,  Third  Michigan  In- 
fantry, under  Capt.  W.  K.  Ferris.  The  command 
was  first  sent  to  Decatur,  Ala.,  where  they  remained, 
four  or  five  weeks  and  then  to  Murfreesboro, 
Tenn.,  where  they  encountered  the  enem}'  in  a 
hard-fought  battle.  After  an  expedition  to  Bull's 
Gap,  they  returned  to  Murfreesboro  and  thence 
went  to  Huntsville,  Ala.,  where  a  skirmish  occurred. 
Company  D  left  Murfreesboro  with  thirteen  men 
and  eight  were  killed.  It  was  while  at  that  place 
that  the  news  of  the  assassination  of  President  Lin- 
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coin  was  received.  The  war  being  over  Mr.  Hil- 
lings received  his  discharge  on  the  20th  of  May, 
I860,  and  returned  to  his  home  in  Michigan. 

Soon  afterward  he  purchased  three  acres  of  land 
and  then  cleared  forty  acres  just  across  the  road 
from  where  he  now  lives,  which  was  given  his  wife 
by  her  adopted  father  before  his  death.  He  has 
helped  to  clear  from  the  farm  on  which  his  house 
now  stands,  over  one  hundred  acres  of  land, 
has  built  barns  and  the  necessary  outbuldings, 
planted  a  fine  orchard  and  made  many  other  im- 
provements, which  add  to  the  beauty  and  value 
of  the  place.  He  is  also  the  owner  of  a  sawmill  in 
Rutland  Township,  which  furnishes  employment  to 
fifteen  men  and  saws  timber  for  a  man  who  supplies 
lumber  to  the  Michigan  Central  Railroad  Corn- 
pan.  Mr.  Hulings  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  fraternity  and  also  of  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic.  He  has  served  for  two  years  as  High 
way  Commissioner  and  was  also  Moderator  in  two 
different  districts.  Mrs.  Hulings  was  first  married 
to  Jasper  Cooley  by  whom  she  had  two  sons — Jas- 
per W.  and   Leander  E  ,  both  living  and  married. 

eHARLES  HERRING.  The  varied  exper- 
iences of  this  gentleman  would  fill  a  volume, 
and  demonstrate  the  saying  that  utruth  is 
stranger  than  fiction."  It  is  impossible  in  the  limits 
of  this  Album  to  do  more  than  to  draw  the  outlines 
of  his  sketch  and  leave  to  the  reader  the  task  of 
filling  in  the  details.  Mr.  Herring  has  a  nice  home 
in  Kalamo,  Eaton  County,  and  although  he  is  not 
able  to  endure  arduous  work  he  keeps  quite  busy 
making  brackets  and  other  articles,  including  dul- 
cimers. He  comes  of  an  old  New  York  family  and 
is  himself  a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  having 
been  born  near  East  Virgil,  Cortland  County,  De- 
cember 8,  1823.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm  and 
attended  the  district  school. 

In  1838  Mr.  Herring  came  to  this  State  with  his 
parents,  the  journey  being  made  overland  to  what 
was  almost  a  wilderness.  It  was  necessary  for  the 
members  of  the  party  to  cut  their  way  through  the 
woods  of  Kalamo  Township,  and   the   home  was 


hewed  out  on  section  15,  the  foundation  of  the 
estate  being  eighty  acres  of  land.  Our  subject  re- 
mained at  home,  aiding  his  father  to  improve  the 
farm  until  he  was  twenty  years  old,  when  he  made 
a  boat,  and  in  a  double  sense  launched  himself  in 
life.  Taking  provisions  he  embarked  on  Thorn 
Apple  Creek  accompanied  by  a  cousin,  and  rowed 
down  to  Grand  River  and  thence  to  Lake  Michigan. 
Selling  the  boat  the  young  men  took  passage  on  a 
steamer  for  Milwaukee,  whence  they  traveled  on 
foot  to  the  lead  mines  of  Galena,  111.  Young  Her- 
ring had  seven  shillings  when  he  left  home,  and 
told  his  father  he  was  not  going  to  chop  or  split 
rails  or  do  work  of  that  kind.  Being  obliged  to 
work,  it  was  his  fortune  to  secure  his  first  job  at 
rail-chopping,  notwithstanding  his  boast. 

Being  unable  to  get  employment  at  Galena,  where 
many  men  were  working  for  their  board,  young 
Herring  returned  to  Chicago  on  foot  and  thence 
made  his  way  to  his  home,  which  he  reached  with 
five  cents  in  his  pocket  and  a  thorough  disgust  for 
life  beyond  the  farm.  He  took  up  agriculture  and 
soon  bought  one  hundred  acres  of  fine  land  in  Cal- 
houn County,  but  later  sold  it  and  went  to  work  as 
a  carpenter.  He  gave  his  attention  principally  to 
mill-building,  and  going  to  Grand  Rapids  during 
its  early  progress  he  did  well  at  that  work  and  as  a 
cooper  and  lumberman.  In  December,  1863,  he 
entered  the  service  as  a  member  of  the  First  Michi- 
gan Engineers'  and  Mechanics'  Corps  and  being 
sworn  in  at  Grand  Rapids  was  soon  in  the  South. 
He  went  through  the  Chattanooga  campaign  and 
the  march  to  the  sea,  and  held  his  connection  with 
the  forces  until  May,  1865. 

While  working  on  a  blockhouse  at  Chattanooga 
a  timber  crushed  the  left  leg  of  Mr.  Herring  and 
gangrene  set  in,  causing  him  much  suffering. 
He  was  determined  not  to  give  up  and  staid  with 
his  regiment  as  long  as  possible,  but  was  finally 
sent  back  to  Detroit,  where  he  spent  three  months 
in  the  hospital.  He  was  then  discharged,  being 
unable  to  walk,  and  returning  to  Grand  Rapids,  he 
soon  bought  a  mill  in  Bellevue  which  he  operated 
a  year.  Thence  he  went  to  Pierson  where  he  also 
bought  a  mill,  but  after  six  months  was  unable  to 
attend  to  it  on  account  of  his  leg,  and  giving  it  up 
he  came  to  Kalamo.     Here  he  engaged  in  the  work 
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that  still  occupies  his  time,  although  within  the  last 
few  years  he  has  been  compelled  to  give  up  his 
work  to  some  extent.  In  1881  he  had  to  have  his 
leg  amputated  and  so  unprofessional  was  the  job 
that  he  suffers  constantly  and  cannot  wear  an  arti- 
ficial limb.  He  was  one  of  the  stoutest  men  in  his 
regiment  and  only  his  intense  vitality  and  rugged 
constitution  has  enabled  him  to  bear  his  continued 
suffering. 

Samuel  Herring,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Cortland  County,  N.  Y.,  in  March,  1798,  took 
up  the  labor  of  life  there  and  married  Deborah 
Gridley  of  that  county.  Her  father,  Curtis  Grid- 
ley,  was  born  in  Connecticut  and  was  an  early  set- 
tler in  New  York  but  died  in  Southern  Michigan, 
ns  did  Grandfather  Herring.  The  log  house  built 
by  Samuel  Herring  in  Eaton  County  became  known 
as  the  Herring  Inn,  as  travelers  were  entertained  in 
it  for  years,  it  being  the  only  dwelling  in  the  cen- 
tral part  of  the  township.  The  owner  also  enter- 
tained Indians  and  on  one  occasion  the  old  chief, 
Soby  and  his  squaw,  went  to  the  house  and  an- 
nounced that  they  wanted  to  sleep  in  beds  like 
white  folk.  It  was  a  characteristic  of  Soby  to  want 
to  be  like  white  people,  to  whom  he  was  a  firm 
friend. 

Mr.  Herring  immediately  after  his  settlement 
went  to  work  clearing  land  and  he  finally  became 
the  owner  of  several  farms.  He  made  rock  salt, 
and  having  some  knowledge  of  coopering,  manu- 
factured buckets  for  years.  When  too  old  to  carry 
on  his  estate  he  sold  it  and  made  his  home  in  the 
village  of  Kalamo  until  1883,  when  he  and  his  wife 
went  to  live  with  their  daughter,  Mrs.  Sarah  Ellis. 
With  her  Mr.  Herring  still  makes  his  home,  but 
Mrs.  Herring  was  called  hence  in  May,  1889.  She 
had  reached  the  venerable  age  of  ninety-one  years 
and  her  husband  is  now  ninety-three.  He  is  the 
oldest  man  in  the  township,  if  not  in  the  county. 
He  is  still  quite  active,  in  full  possession  of  his 
mental  faculties,  and  as  he  keeps  well  posted  re- 
garding the  events  of  the  day,  he  is  a  very  inter- 
esting and  entertaining  old  gentleman.  He  is  a 
thorough-going  Republican. 

At  the  bride's  home  in  Litchfield,  Hillsdale 
County,  Charles  Herring  and  Harriet  J.  Woodard 
were  united  \n  marriage,     They  are  the  parents  of 


two  children — Hattie,  wife  of  George  C.  Fuller, 
and  living  in  Detroit;  Albert,  an  electrician,  now 
foreman  of  the  electric  light  plant  at  Hillsdale. 
Mrs.  Herring  has  been  in  ill  health  for  thirty  years, 
but  her  sufferings  have  not  made  her  fretful  or 
morose.  She  is  as  thoughtful  of  the  comfort  of 
others  as  in  her  younger  days  and  as  earnest  in  her 
efforts  to  do  what  she  can  to  promote  it  and  the 
good  of  all.  She  is  identified  with  the  religious 
body  known  as  Children  of  Zion.  Mr.  Herring  is 
a  stanch  Republican  and  takes  much  interest  in  the 
work  of  the  Grand  Army,  holding  membership  in 
a  post  at  Vermontville. 

GEORGE  BUSH.  The  name  of  Bush  has 
been  connected  with  the  farming  interests 
of  that  part  of  Eaton  County  embraced  in 
Eaton  Township  singe  the  days  of  '52.  The  rep- 
resentative of  the  family  of  whom  we  write  is  a 
prominent  farmer  of  said  locality,  where  he  owns  a 
well-ordered  and  finely  equipped  farm  on  section 
28.  He  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  born  August  1,  1844, 
in  the  pioneer  home  of  his  parents,  Christian  and 
Catherine  (Stahl)  Bush,  who  were  both  of  German 
birth.  They  emigrated  to  this  country  when  they 
were  young,  and  after  their  marriage  settled  for  a 
year  in  Mahoning  County,  Ohio.  They  lived  in 
most  primitive  style,  and  the  old  log  cabin  that 
gave  them  shelter  is  still  standing  on  the  farm  on 
which  they  were  located.  When  they  came  here 
game  of  all  kinds  was  plentiful  including  bears, 
deer,  wolves,  wild  turkeys,  etc. 

In  1852  Christian  Bush,  with  his  family,  consist- 
ing of  a  wife  and  seven  children,  crossed  the  border 
line  between  Ohio  and  Michigan,  and  came  to  Eaton 
County  to  found  a  new  home  in  the  forest  wilds, 
the  journey  being  made  in  a  wagon.  The  father 
bought  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  Govern- 
ment land  on  a  soldier's  warrant  that  he  had  pur- 
chased in  Ohio.  He  established  himself  and  family 
in  the  woods  in  a  sparsely  inhabited  region,  which 
was  nearly  as  the  Indians  had  left*  it.  He  had  to 
endure  the  usual  hardships  with  which  pioneers 
hare  to  contend,  but  he  bore  them  ail  with  fortj- 
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tilde,  and  in  time,  with  the  cheerful  aid  of  his  good 
wife,  made  a  cozy  home  in  which  they  passed  their 
last  years,  he  dying  in  1864,  and  she  in  1869.  Mr. 
Bush  was  a  true  Democrat  in  politics,  and  in  relig- 
ion be  was  a  firm  Lutheran,  both  he  and  his  wife 
belonging  to  the  church  of  that  denomination. 
They  were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  of  whom 
these  three  are  living:  Barbara,  wife  of  James 
French ;  Philip  and  George.  Two  of  their  sons, 
Frederick  and  Christian,  fell  in  battle  while  bravely 
fighting  for  their  county  in  the  late  war. 

We  will  now  turn  our  attention  to  the  principal 
subject  of  this  biography.  George  Bush  was  reared 
to  a  stalwart,  self-reliant  manhood  amid  pioneer 
scenes,  and  has  been  engaged  in  farming  ever  since 
he  was  old  enough  to  be  of  any  use.  His  education 
was  conducted  in  the  common  schools  of  his  boy- 
hood days,  which  did  not  offer  such  good  facilities 
for  acquiring  learning  as  those  of  the  present  day, 
but  he  made  the  most  of  his  advantages,  and  by 
reading  and  close  observation  has  made  up  for  his 
early  deficiencies  in  that  line.  He  has  a  good  farm 
of  ninety-four  acres  of  carefully  tilled  land,  finely 
located  on  section  28,  Eaton  Township.  He  has  it 
supplied  with  all  the  necessary  improvements,  and 
everything  about  the  place  wears  an  air  of  neatness 
and  thrift,  that  betokens  excellent  management  on 
the  part  of  the  owner. 

By  his  marriage  March  3,  1862,  to  Miss  Fannie 
Huber,  Mr.  Bush  was  so  fortunate  as  to  secure  a 
wife  who  has  been  to  him  a  helpmate  in  every  sense 
of  the  word.  Mrs.  Bush  was  born  June  16,  1847, 
in  Seneca  Count}',  Ohio.  She  is  a  daughter  of 
Anthony  and  Elizabeth  Huber,  who  were  natives 
of  Germany.  Seven  of  the  children  born  to  her 
parents  survive,  namely:  Rebecca,  Sarah,  Eliza- 
beth, Daniel,  Ezra,  Mrs.  Bush  and  Mrs.  W.  T.  Fos- 
ter. When  Mrs.  Bush  was  about  sixteen  years  old 
she  came  to  Eaton  County  and  made  her  home  for 
a  time  with  Benjamin  Spotts,  who  had  married  her 
sister  Catherine.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bush  have  three 
children:  Clarence,  born  October  16,  1868;  he 
married  Alice  Reese;  they  have  one  child,  Merlin 
E.  Minnie,  born  April  24,  1870;  and  Grace,  Sep- 
tember 4,  1872. 

Our   subject  possesses  in  a  good  degree  those 
traits  of  character  that   make  a  man  a  desirable 


neighbor,  friend  and  citizen,  and  he  is  held  in  high 
estimation  by  the  entire  community.  He  is  earn- 
estly interested  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  welfare  of 
his  township,  and  has  been  helpful  in  educational 
matters  as  School  Director  and  Moderator.  Politi- 
cally he  is  an  unswerving  adherent  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  active 
members  of  society.  He  belongs  to  the  Farmers' 
Alliance,  and  takes  an  intelligent  concern  in  its 
work.  Mrs.  Bush  is  identified  with  the  Ladies'  Aid 
Society,  of  which  she  is  Treasurer. 


»*-+ 


+-** 


eHARLES  E.  LEWIS.  Eaton  County  is  not 
without  beautiful  farms  and  rural  homes 
where  every  comfort  that  heart  can  wish  is 
to  be  found.  Substantial  buildings  of  attractive 
designs  and  the  adornments  of  trees  and  plants  are 
not  lacking  on  the  farms  of  her  agriculturists,  nor 
are  neatness  and  order  confined  to  the  towns  This 
is  proven  by  a  visit  to  the  home  of  Mr.  Lewis,  who 
owns  and  occupies  one  hundred  and  thirty-four 
acres  in  Windsor  Township  and  derives  from  its 
cultivation  and  management  an  excellent  income. 
Any  but  the  most  fastidious  might  well  be  pleased 
to  own  such  a  home  as  this,  and  it  is  evident  that 
it  is  appreciated  by  its  possessors. 

Mr.  Lewis  may  be  said  to  have  been  identified 
with  Eaton  County  all  his  life,  as  he  came  here 
when  but  a  babe  and  his  earliest  recollections  are 
of  what  was  then  a  sparsely  settled  region.  There 
were  but  a  few  little  log  cabins  in  the  county,  and 
those  were  scattered  through  the  timber  in  clearings 
that  were  not  noticeable  from  any  great  distance 
owing  to  the  dense  growth  around  them.  Mr. 
Lewis  remembers  when  there  were  but  two  stores 
in  Lansing,  and  his  knowledge  of  other  parts  of 
Southern  Michigan  includes  equally  primitive 
times.  He  was  born  in  Concord,  Jackson  County, 
February  14,  1844,  and  during  the  spring  his  par- 
ents, Edmund  and  Ann  (Bull)  Lewis,  came  to 
Eaton  County. 

The  father  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Wind- 
sor Township  and  made  it  into  a  comfortable  prop- 
erty  by  clearing  and  developing.     The  wife  who 
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shared  his  pioneer  experiences  was  removed  by 
death  April  24,  1857,  leaving  five  children.  They 
are:  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Charles  S.  Torrey:  Timo- 
thy, who  was  among  the  first  to  enlist  in  the  Union 
army  and  died  for  his  country  at  Hall  Hill,  Va., 
in  the  winter  of  1862;  Charles  E.,  of  this  notice; 
Eliza  Ann,  wife  of  B.  W.  Kelch,  of  Eaton  Rapids; 
Ellen  M.,  wife  of  Alonzo  Mills,  of  Petoskey.  The 
father  won  for  his  second  wife  Martha  Hillyard, 
who  bore  him  two  children — Edward,  now  living 
in  Lansing,  and  Jennie,  wife  of  Edward  Flineh- 
baugh,  of  Windsor  Township.  For  years  Mr. 
Lewis  was  Township  Treasurer  and  Supervisor. 
He  was  an  old-line  Whig  and  at  the  organization  of 
the  Republican  party  joined  that  body,  with  which 
he  remained  in  sympathy  until  his  death,  in  1875. 
The  subject  of  this  biographical  sketch  was  edu- 
cated in  the  district  school,  going  two  and  a  half 
miles  to  secure  its  advantages.  As  soon  as  he  was 
old  enough  to  be  of  much  assistance  in  the  farm 
work  he  was  kept  at  home,  and  he  therefore  has 
gained  the  larger  part  of  his  knowledge  of  books 
by  home  study.  He  was  married  in  February, 
1876,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Rinkle,  daughter  of  Jacob 
and  Elizabeth  Rinkle,  who  were  natives  of  Ger- 
many. The  happy  union  has  been  blessed  by  the 
birth  of  one  son,  Charles  C,  who  was  born  May  4, 

1879. 

Politically  Mr.  Lewis  is  a  stanch  supporter  of 
the  Republican  party.  Socially  he  is  connected 
with  Dimondale  Lodge,  No.  246,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and 
Shoptigon  Lodge,  No.  32,  I.  O.  R.  M.  He  is  now 
Vice  Grand  of  the  Odd  Fellows  lodge.  He  has  a 
keen  mind,  good  judgment  and  a  spirit  of  enter- 
prise, and  has  not  only  done  well  in  his  personal 
affairs  but  has  been  of  use  in  the  community  as  a 
reliable  citizen  and  as  the  incumbent  of  local  offices 
for  several  years. 

UILLIAM  W.  MILLER.  This  name  will 
be  immediately  recognized  as  that  of  one 
Vy\V/  of  the  most  prominent  residents  of  Eaton 
County  and  a  pioneer  of  Michigan.  He  is  a  fine 
representative  of  the  class  to  which   he  belongs, 


being  a  man  of  progressive  ideas,  and  keeping 
well  abreast  of  the  thought  of  the  day.  His  indus- 
try and  perseverance  have  been  rewarded,  as  his  . 
farm  of  fertility  and  productiveness  will  show. 
This  farm  on  section  25,  will  compare  favorably 
with  any  in  the  township.  Mr.  Miller  is  a  native 
of  New  York  and  was  born  December  14,  1830. 
He  is  a  son  of  Peter  and  Elizabeth  Miller. 

The  father  of  our  subject  is  a  native  of  Penn- 
sylvania and  the  oldest  son  in  the  familj'.  When 
two  years  old  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Lenawee 
County,  Mich.,  and  was  numbered  with  the  pioneer 
settlers  of  that  county.  His  parents  resided  in 
Lenawee  County  until  their  death. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  manhood  in  Lenawee 
County  and  assisted  his  father  in  clearing  up  forty 
acres  of  land  on  his  estate  and  doing  all  kinds  of 
work  that  the  pioneers  of  that   time  engaged  in. 
He  attended  school  in  the    primitive    log  school- 
house.     This  school  was  a  subscription  one    but, 
living    in   the  wilderness,   the  advantages    offered 
were  not  such  as  the  schools  to-day  afford.    He  has 
been  a   reader  all    his  life  and   has    become  well 
posted  on   all  the  questions  of   the  day  and    has 
thereby  educated  himself.     Our  subject  was  mar- 
ried December  13,  1855,  to  Harriet  Child,  a  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Minerva  Child.     The  fruit  of  this 
union  has  been  six  children;  Henry,  Frank,  Loren, 
Orlando,  Frederick  and  Julia.     Mr.  Miller  lost  his 
wife  June  1,  1876.     He  was   remarried  November 
2,  1877,  to   Mrs.  Martha  Messenger,  the  widow  of 
Reuben    Messenger,    of    Richland    County,   Ohio. 
Mrs.  Miller   was  born    May  6,   1836,  and  is   the 
daughter  of  William   and   Jane  (Smith)  Forsyth, 
natives  of  the  Buckeye  State.  She  had  one  brother, 
Henry,  who   was   killed  in  the  battle   of  Chicka- 
maugua  in  the  late  war.    She  also  has  two  brothers 
who  served  in  the  war  in  what  was  known  as  the 
one  hundred  day  service.     She  was  reared  in  Ohio 
and  married  Reuben  Messenger  October  3,  1857. 
By  this  marriage  she  was   the   mother  of  two  chil- 
dren: Clara  B.,  the  wife  of  Gabriel  Wickham  and 
Elmer. 

Mr.  Miller  emigrated  to  Eaton   County,  Mich., 

about    1850,  and   located  in   Belle vue  Township. 

After  a  residence  of  three  years  at  at  that  place  Is  • 

I  removed  to  his  present  farm,  and  has    since   i\- 
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sided  there.  Much  of  the  hard  pioneer  work  that 
has  brought  it  to  its  prosperous  state  was  done 
by  Mr.  Miller.  His  own  farm,  containing  eighty 
acres,  lias  been  brought  to  a  high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion and  is  carried  on  by  the  most  approved 
methods.  He  had  no  one  to  aid  him  in  the  start 
in  life,  but  he  has  by  his  natural  ability  and  close 
application  to  his  work,  amply  succeeded.  He  and 
his  wife  are  identified  with  the  South  Eaton  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  and  Mr.  Miller  is  now 
serving  as  one  of  the  Class-Leaders.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Patrons  of  Industry  and  in  favor 
of  everything  that  will  improve  the  county. 

Mr.  Miller  is  well  known  for  his  sterling  integ- 
rity and  honesty  of  purpose,  his  word  being  con- 
sidered as  good  as  his  bond.  He  is  an  intelligent, 
hospitable  and  entertaining  gentleman.  He  and 
his  wife  are  well  and  favorably  known  for  their 
many  Christian  virtues,  which  have  endeared  them 
to  their  neighbors  and  friends.  They  are  now  in 
the  prime  of  life  and  still  abie  to  enjoy  the  fruits 
of  a  life  well  spent  in  doing  good. 

— »»  »  £»fe<'  <-~ — 


ICHARD  H.  BOHN.  This  prominent  citi- 
zen  of   Eaton    County  is   one  whose    life 

i  «\  presents  an  example  of  determination  and 
^P  energy  seldom  equaled.  Beginning  his 
career  in  life  without  financial  capital  he  has, 
while  scarcely  of  middle  age,  acquired  a  fine  estate 
and  placed  himself  among  the  well-to-do  citizens 
of  the  county.  The  most  of  his  means  has  been 
gained  within  a  period  of  about  twenty  years,  dur- 
ing which  he  has  met  with  some  very  serious  re- 
verses, which  only  made  him  the  more  determined 
and  persevering.  He  uses  brain  power  as  well  as 
physical  energy  in  prosecuting  his  affairs,  and  this 
is  one  of  the  principal  reasons  why  he  has  succeeded 
so  well. 

Mr.  Bohn  was  born  in  Saxony,  Germany,  July 
6,  1845.  His  father,  Henry  Bohn,  emigrated  to 
America  in  the  year  1852  and  settled  in  Ohio, 
where  he  still  resides.  He  has  been  three  times 
married  and  is  the  father  of  nineteen  children, 
twelve  of   whom  were   borne  by  his  first  wife;    of 


these  children  seventeen  grew  to  maturity.  Among 
the  members  of  his  family  are  live  own  brothers 
to  our  subject  who,  like  him,  occupy  honorable 
positions  in  life,  one  being  an  extensive  lumber 
manufacturer  in  Wisconsin ;  one  carrying  on  a  gen- 
eral merchandise  store  in  the  same  State;  one  in  the 
real-estate  business  in  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  and  two 
proprietors  and  editors  of  the  Hotel  World,  pub- 
lished in  Chicago,  111.  The  father  is  an  extensive 
farmer. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  sketch  came  to 
America  with  his  parents  when  in  his  sixth  year 
and  was  reared  on  a  farm  in  the  Western  Reserve 
in  Ohio.  He  had  but  limited  opportunities  for 
obtaining  an  education,  but  made  good  use  of  the 
advantages  of  the  district  school  whenever  it  was 
possible  for  him  to  attend.  He  began  taking  care 
of  himself  quite  early  in  life  and  in  the  fall  of  1865 
he  went  to  Iowa,  arriving  in  that  State  with  but 
twenty-five  cents  in  money.  He  worked  for  an 
aunt  until  the  following  spring  then,  in  partnership 
with  an  elder  brother  and  a  cousin,  he  engaged  in 
lumbering  and  milling. 

After  three  years  spent  in  this  business  Mr.  Bohn 
sold  out  and  returned  to  Ohio,  remaining  with  his 
father  a  few  months.  He  again  began  milling  in 
partnership  with  a  man  at  Auburn,  Ohio,  but  find- 
ing the  investment  a  poor  one,  he  withdrew  after 
a  few  months,  leaving  in  the  business  about  all  he 
had  invested.  The  next  effort  of  Mr.  Bohn  was  to 
secure  employment  with  the  firm  of  W.  Taylor  & 
Son  of  Bedford,  Ohio,  who  conducted  one  of  the 
largest  chair  factories  in  the  State.  He  helped  to 
rebuild  the  large  manufacturing  concern  and  re- 
mained with  the  firm  for  over  three  years,  a  trusted 
and  faithful  employe.  In  1872  he  came  to  Eaton 
County,  Mich.,  bought  a  large  farm  in  Carmei 
Township,  and  a  mill  about  two  miles  from  the 
city  of  Charlotte,  the  former  owner  having  been 
a  gentleman  in  Ohio  whose  son  operated  the  place. 
Mr.  Bohn  had  but  limited  resources,  but  he  de- 
termined to  make  a  success  of  the  business  and 
within  two  years  he  was  doing  a  profitable  trade. 
A  serious  catastrophe  then  befell  him,  it  being  the 
destruction  of  the  mill  by  fire.  Undismayed,  Mr. 
Bohn  rebuilt  at  once  and  with  redoubled  energy 
resumed  the  business. 
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His  affairs  prospered  and  Mr.  Bohn  gained  a 
solid  footing.  He  manufactured  about  two  mill- 
ion feet  of  lumber  per  }^ear  and  at  the  same  time 
carried  on  farming  quite  extensively.  In  1888, 
soon  after  a  planing-mill  and  sawmill  had  been 
added  to  the  alread}r  extensive  plant,  the  whole 
was  consumed  by  the  devouring  element  that  had 
on  a  former  occasion  caused  him  so  heavy  a  loss. 
Owing  to  the  scarcity  of  timber  and  the  close  com- 
petition Mr.  Bohn  decided  not  to  rebuild  the  plant 
and  he  has  since  operated  a  portable  sawmill.  The 
home  farm  of  Mr.  Bohn  consists  of  three  hundred 
and  fifteen  acres  of  excellent  land  that  is  well 
equipped  with  modern  conveniences  and  stocked 
with  animals  of  high  grade.  Among  the  edifices 
upon  it  is  the  elegant  dwelling  which  is  a  commo- 
dious and  thoroughly  well  furnished  house,  and 
which  is  represented  by  a  view  on  another  page. 
The  barn  is  ample  and  well  designed  and  the  other 
buildings  are  in  keeping  with  these.  Mr.  Bohn 
pays  considerable  attention  to  stock-raising  and 
takes  pride  in  his  fine  herd  of  Holstein  cattle  and 
the  good  horses  that  graze  in  his  fields.  He  also 
owns  valuable  property  in  Charlotte. 

The  lady  whose  refining  touch  is  visible  in  the 
arrangement  of  the  home  of  Mr.  Bohn  became  his 
wife  March  23,  1871,  prior  to  which  time  she  was 
known  as  Miss  Emma  L.  Culver.  She  is  a  native 
of  the  Buckeye  State,  in  which  her  father,  Charles 
Culver  died  years  ago.  That  gentleman  was  born 
in  Connecticut  and  so  also  was  his  wife,  Celinda 
(Fitch)  Culver,  who  is  still  living.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bohn  an  interesting  family  of  six  childrau 
have  been  born,  but  they  have  been  called  upon  to 
part  with  their  eldest,  Clarence,  who  died  in  1878. 
The  living  members  of  the  family  circle  are,  Elma, 
Rupert,  Mabel,  Fred  and  Floyd.  The  parents  take 
great  interest  in  the  educational  progress  of  their 
offspring  and  in  giving  them  the  best  possible 
equipment  for  the  duties  of  manhood  and  woman- 
hood. Their  intelligence,  courteous  manners  and 
good  principles  give  their  parents  just  reason  to  be 
proud  of  them. 

Mr.  Bohn  has  not  been  a  political  worker,  being 
content  to  discharge  to  the  best  of  his  ability  the 
duties  that  devolve  upon  all  true  American  citizens 
and  to  deposit  his  vote  whenever  the  ballot  box  is 


open.  His  ticket  is  always  a  Republican  one  and 
he  is  one  of  the  firmest  of  believers  in  the  party 
principles  and  policy.  He  keeps  himself  well  in- 
formed regarding  political  issues,  matters  which 
have  a  bearing  upon  his  work  and  topics  of  general 
interest,  and  thus  offsets  the  lack  of  liberal  school- 
ing in  his  youth.  His  character  is  upright  and  he 
attends  and  supports  the  Disciples  Church,  of  which 
Mrs.  Bohn  is  a  consistent  member. 


-»-!»»-*"- 
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<Jl  ORENZO  D.  GARDNER.  Mr.  Gardner 
became  a  resident  of  Barry  County  in  1868, 
)  during  which  year  he  settled  on  section  12, 
Rutland  Township.  There  he  bought  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  of  fertile  land  which  is  now 
operated  by  his  son  Charles  and  is  the  source  of  a 
very  satisfactory  income.  Mr.  Gardner  was  born 
in  Rensselaer  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  a  son  of 
George  Gardner. 

Mr.  Gardner  was  married  January  11,  1846,  to 
Miss  Nancy  E.  Bishop  who  occupies  the  homestead 
in  Barry  County.  She  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for  thirty -six  years. 
She  is  an  intelligent  woman,  thoroughly  conversant 
with  domestic  affairs  and  is  a  kind  and  helpful 
neighbor.  Her  children  are  five  in  number — Sarah, 
wife  of  Andrew  J.  Bowen,  of  Grand  Rapids; 
Emma  married  Charles  Barlow,  of  Coldwater,  and 
died  February  1,  1891,  leaving  three  children; 
Franc,  wife  of  Charles  Wolcott,  living  in  Chicago; 
Nettie,  residing  in  Minneapolis  and  married  to 
James  Landan ;  and  the  son  who  operates  the 
homestead.  All  have  been  well  educated  and  care- 
fully prepared  for  the  duties  that  would  await 
them  in  mature  years. 

Mrs.  Gardner  was  born  in  Amsterdam,  N.  Y., 
being  one  of  five  children  comprising  the  family 
of  Alpheus  and  Rebecca  (Finch)  Bishop.  Her 
parents  were  natives  of  Stephen  town,  Rensselaer 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  were  of  Irish  and  English  ex- 
traction respectively.  Mr.  Bishop  was  a  son  of 
Moses  and  Jerusha  (Roberts)  Bishop,  the  former 
of  whom  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier.  Mrs.  Bishop 
was  a  daughter  of   Jarnes  Finch   who  married  a 
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Miss  Mosher.  The  birth  of  Alpheus  Fisher  took 
place  in  1789,  and  his  death  occurred  in  February, 
1858,  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine  years.  His  wife 
breathed  her  last  in  July,  1861,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
six  years.  They  were  active  and  devoted  mem- 
bers of  the  Baptist  Church  and  had  taken  great 
pains  to  rear  their  children  with  good  principles 
and  useful  knowledge.  Of  their  family  three 
grew  to  maturity,  namely:  Rolla,  Jerusha  and 
Nancy  E. 

A  view  of  the  homestead  of  Mr.  Gardner  accom- 
panies this  brief  biographical  notice. 


-o&o- 


»ARREN  M.  PICKETT.  The  varied  needs 
of  mankind  give  rise  to  divers  occupations, 
and  call  into  play  diversified  talents.  To 
some  farming  offers  inducements,  to  others  trade, 
and  to  others  handicraft.  Among  the  craftsmen  of 
Eaton  County  praise  belongs  to  W.  M.  Pickett  for 
thorough  and  reliable  workmanship,  and  honorable 
fulfillment  of  contracts.  He  is  a  carpenter,  and 
for  a  number  of  3^ears  has  made  Eaton  Rapids  his 
headquarters,  going  thence  into  the  surrounding 
country  when  called  upon  and  not  too  busy  with 
town  contracts.  He  may  well  be  called  an  old  set- 
tler as  he  began  his  residence  here  in  the  spring 
of  1845  and  this  has  been  his  home  during  most  of 
the  time  from  that  date. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Phillip  and  Han- 
nah Pickett,  natives  of  the  Empire  State,  to  whom 
were  born  a  family  of  twelve  children.  Those  who 
lived  beyond  infancy  were  Benjamin,  who  was 
drowned  in  Sandusky  Bay;  John  M.,  a  carpenter 
and  joiner  in  Lyons,  N.  Y. ;  Peter,  who  died  in 
Eaton  County,  where  he  settled  in  1843;  Lewis 
who  was  murdered  by  a  Norwegian  in  Wisconsin; 
Charles,  a  contractor  and  builder  of  Lyons,  N.  Y.; 
Calvin  M.,  a  contractor  and  builder  in  Brooklyn; 
Daniel  D.,  a  farmer  in  Lafayette  County,  Wis.; 
Warren  M.,  subject  of  this  notice;  Catherine,  now 
deceased  and  formerly  the  wife  of  Solomon  E. 
Norton  and  a  resident  of  Onondaga  County,  N.Y.; 
Chloe  who  married  Ansel  Bacon  of  Jefferson,  N. 
Y.,and  died  in  Watertown,  that  State.     The  father 


of  this  family  died  in  Spofford,  N.  Y.,  and  the 
mother  in  the  same  place.  They  were  highly  re- 
spected by  their  fellow-citizens  and  left  that  best 
of  all  heritages — a  good  reputation,  to  their  de- 
scendants. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  notice  was  born 
at  Spofford,  Onondago  County,  N.  Y.,  February 
24,  1828,  and  went  thence  to  Wayne  County,  where 
the  family  was  broken  up  when  he  was  ten  years 
old  by  the  death  of  the  mother.  Warren  was  then 
reared  in  the  family  of  a  brother  who  was  a  car- 
penter and  from  whom  he  learned  the  trade.  He 
acquired  a  thorough  common-school  education 
prior  to  his  fifteenth  year,  when  he  began  life  for 
himself.  He  worked  out  at  various  places  until 
during  1842,  when  he  went  to  Ohio  and  found  em- 
ployment in  a  blacksmith  shop.  In  the  spring  of 
the  ensuing  year  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Eaton 
Rapids  and  since  1867  he  has  been  a  continuous 
resident  here  and  been  constantly  occupied  in  car- 
pentry. 

In  1864  Mr.  Pickett  entered  the  Union  Army, 
being  mustered  into  Company  C,  Fiftieth  Wiscon- 
sin Infantry  at  Madison,  Wis.,  and  sent  at  once  to 
St.  Louis,  Mo.,  where  the  eompanjr  was  encamped 
three  weeks.  The  boys  were  then  sent  to  Boone- 
ville,  which  was  their  headquarters  until  August, 
when  they  were  sent  to  Ft.  Leavenworth,  Kan. 
The  Sioux  troubles  occasioned  their  removal  to 
Ft.  Rice,  two  thousand  miles  distant  where  they 
remained  nine  months,  at  the  expiration  of  which 
time  they  were  discharged,  in  June,  1866.  They 
were  forty-five  days  making  their  return  trip  to 
civilization  and  for  a  few  months  following  Mr. 
Pickett  remained  in  Wisconsin. 

The  wife  of  Mr.  Pickett  was  known  in  her  maid- 
enhood as  Miss  Josephine  Hamlin,  she  being  a 
daughter  of  Samuel  Hamlin,  whose  biography  is 
included  in  this  Album.  The  marriage  of  Mr.  and 
Pickett  took  place  February  2,  1849,  and  to  them 
was  born  one  son,  named  Gilbert  Sumner,  who 
lived  to  the  age  of  twenty-two  months.  They  have 
reared  an  adopted  son,  Charles  (Edson)  Pickett, 
who  is  a  resident  of  Eaton  Rapids..  Both  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Pickett  belong  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  are  known  to  their  associates  as  an  in- 
dustrious, honest  and    Christian  couple,  fairlv    en- 
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tilled  to  respect  and  good  will.  Mr.  Pickett  lias 
served  as  Marshal  and  Street  Commissioner  and 
has  proved  faithful  to  the  duties  of  each  position. 


EN.  DANIEL  B.  AINGAR,  of  the  firm  of 
Ainger  &  Baxter,  editors  and  proprietors  of 
^^Sl  the  Charlotte  Republican,  one  of  the  princi- 
pal journals  of  this  section  of  Michigan,  is  one  of 
Eaton  County's  best  known  and  most  influential 
citizens.  Fie  devoted  the  opening  years  of  his  man- 
hood  to  the  service  of  his  country  in  the  Union 
Army  during  the  late  Civil  War,  and  since  then 
has  held  various  distinguished  military  offices  in 
this  State,  and  is  prominent  as  a  politician  of  the 
purest  type  whose  loyalty  and  devotion  to  the 
Government  are  above  suspicion. 

The  General  comes  of  well-known  families  that 
figured  in  the  pioneer  history  of  Ohio,  which  is  his 
native  State,  Bellevue,  Huron  County,  the  place  of 
his  birth,  and  March  9,  1844,  the  date  thereof.  His 
father,  William  W.  Ainger,  was  born  in  Perry 
Township.  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.  He  was  des 
cended  from  good  old  New  England  and  Revolu- 
tionary stock.  His  father's  name  was  Jesse  Ainger, 
and  he  was  born  among  the  Granite  hills  of  New 
Hampshire.  His  father,  who  was  a  patriotic  sol- 
dier in  the  Revolution,moved  from  New  Hampshire 
to  Caledonia,  Vt.,  where  he  passed  his  remaining 
years.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  reared 
in  Caledonia  County,  in  the  Green  Mountain  State, 
whence  he  removed  when  a  young  man  to  the 
wilds  of  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  and  became  one 
of  the  early  settlers  of  Perry  Township.  In  1831 
he  once  more  became  a  pioneer,  taking  his  family 
to  the  virgin  soil  of  Ohio,  being  among  the  first  to 
locate  at  West  Andover,  Ashtabula  County.  He 
bought  a  tract  of  timbered  land,  from  which  he 
cleared  a  good  farm  in  the  years  of  toil  that  pre- 
ceded his  death  December  25,  1863.  The  maiden 
name  of  his  wife  was  Anna  Kimball  Mann.  She 
was  born  in  Sandisfield,  Mass.,  and  died  on  the  old 
homestead  at  West  Andover,  Ohio,  in  her  ninetieth 


year.     She  reared  four  children,  as  follows:  Will- 
iam W.,  Charles  D.,  George  W.  and  a  daughter. 

William  W.  Ainger  was  a  boy  when  Jais  parents 
took  up  their  residence  in  Ohio,  and  there  he  was 
reared  amid  pioneer  scenes.  He  obtained  an  ex- 
cellent education,  and  as  he  had  a  taste  for  the 
legal  profession  he  studied  law  under  the  instruc- 
tion of  that  eminent  lawyer,  Joshua  R.  Giddings, 
at  Jefferson,  Ohio.  He  opened  an  office  and  prac- 
ticed in  that  town  until  1842  when  he  removed  to 
Fremont.  He  was  actively  engaged  in  his  pro- 
fession at  that  place  until  1846,  when  he  threw 
aside  his  vocation  to  offer  his  services  to  the  Gov- 
ernment which  was  then  engaged  in  a  war  with 
Mexico.  He  enlisted  in  Capt.  Bradley's  company, 
which  was  a  part  of  the  First  Ohio  Regiment,  and 
he  was  soon  on  the  way  to  the  scene  of  operations. 
He  won  a  good  record  as  a  soldier  and  served  hon- 
orably until  the  close  of  the  war.  On  his  return 
to  Ohio  he  took  up  his  residence  at  Chagrin  Falls, 
Cuyahoga  County,  that  State,  where  he  lived  in 
one  of  its  pleasantest  homes  until  death  rounded 
out  his  life  in  1861. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  married  in  early 
manhood  at  Fremont,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Nancy  Brain- 
ard,  a  native  of  that  town.  Her  father,  Dr.  Daniel 
Brainard,  was  a  prominent  pioneer  physician  of 
that  place,  and  was  known  far  and  wide  and 
greatly  respected  not  only  for  his  skill  and  success 
in  his  profession  but  as  a  man  and  a  citizen.  He 
was  prominent  in  social  circles  and  was  an  active 
member  of  the  lodge  that  was  named  in  his  honor. 
The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Fox,  and  she  was 
a  native  of  Lockport,  N.  Y.  She  was  a  resident  of 
Fremont,  Ohio,  at  the  time  of  her  death.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  died  at  Bryan,  Ohio,  in 
1876.  She  reared  the  following  five  children: 
Marcia,  Daniel  B.,  Charles  F.  (who  is  deceased), 
Clara  and  Frank  B. 

Daniel  B.  Ainger  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Chagrin  Falls.  He  was  scarcely  more 
than  a  boy  when  the  great  conflict  between  the 
North  and  the  South  broke  out.  He  watched  its 
course  with  intense  interest,  and  finally  offered  his 
young  life  to  assist  in  preserving  the  Union,  ani- 
mated by  the  same  patriotic  spirit  that  had  caused 
his  great-grandsire  to  help  his  fellow  Colonists  to 
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carry  on  the  Revolution  that  freed  this  Govern- 
ment from  English  rule,  and  in  a  later  day  made 
his  father  give  his  services  to  his  country  in  its 
struggle  with  Mexico.  Enlisting  in  the  army  in 
1861,  our  subject  became  a  member  of  Company 
K,  Second  Ohio  Cavalry,  and  for  eighteen  months 
was  at  the  front  doing  his  share  of  fighting  in  many 
a  hardly  contested  battle.  The  many  hardships 
and  privations  that  he  was  called  upon  to  endure 
proved  too  much  for  his  constitution  and  he  was 
discharged  on  account  of  disability,  and  returned 
home.  His  loyal  spirit  was  not  quenched, 
however,  and  as  soon  as  he  was  able  to  shoulder  a 
rifle  again  he  re-enlisted,  becoming  a  member  of 
Company  A,  Twenty-third  Ohio  Infantry,  which 
was  commanded  by  Col.  R.  B.  Hayes.  He  remained 
with  his  regiment  until  the  close  of  the  war,  and 
showed  splendid  soldierly  qualities  that  have  since 
given  him  high  military  positions.  Among  the 
most  important  battles  in  which  he  took  part  we 
may  mention  Cioyd  Mountain,  Winchester,  Charles- 
town,  Cedar  Creek  and  Fisher's  Hill,  lie  was  hon 
orably  discharge  1  after  the  cessation, of  hostilities 
and  returned  to  his  home. 

Gen.  Ainger  laid  the  foundation  of  his  career  as 
a  journalist  in  the  printing-office  of  the  Fremont 
Journal,  which  fie  entered  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years,  and  there  he  gained  a  thorough  knowl- 
edge of  the  »'art  preservative. "  Subsequently  for 
a  period  of  nine  years  he  was  proprietor  of  the 
Signal  at  Napoleon,  Ohio,  and  later  he  published 
the  Press  at  Bryan,  in  that  State.  Armed  with 
this  experience  in  the  editorial  profession,  in  1877 
he  purchased  the  Charlotte  Republican,  and  from 
the  first  he  has  made  it  one  of  the  foremost  jour- 
nals of  Southern  Michigan,  whose  influence  is  felt 
in  molding  public  opinions  on  all  the  important 
questions  of  the  day,  and  which  has  been  potent  in 
forwarding  the  highest  interests  of  city  and  county, 
as  well  as  in  keeping  its  many  readers  well  informed 
on  current  topics  and  the  affairs  of  this  and  other 
countries.  It  is  broad  and  catholic  in  spirit  and 
always  soundly  Republican.  Since  1885  the  Gen- 
eral has  had  the  able  assistance  of  C.  E.  Baxter,  a 
bright  young  journalist,  in  his  work,  as  he  then 
sold  that  gentleman  a  third  interest  in  his  paper. 

Qen,  Ainger  was  happily  married  JJoyejnber  29, 


1867,  to  Miss  Fanny  Ohio  Rhodes,  a  native  of 
Springfield,  Ohio,  and  a  daughter  of  Joshua  and 
Martha  Rhodes.  They  have  established  a  very 
attractive  home  in  this  city,  which  is  the  center  of 
a  charming  hospitality,  which  is  often  enjoyed  by 
their  many  friends.  Their  pleasant  household  is 
completed  by  their  two  daughters— Lulu  and 
Jesse. 

Our  subject  is  one  of  the  foremost  members  of 
the  Republican  party  in  this  part  of  Michigan,  and 
his  splendid  equipment  of  brain  and  energy  well 
fits  him  for  leadership  among  the  men  of  like 
political  faith,  and  his  high  character  and  native 
ability  eminently  qualify  him  for  the  positions  of 
honor  to  which  from  time  to  time  he  has  been 
called.  He  has  served  as  Chairman  of  the  Repub- 
lican Committee,  and  is  prominent  in  the  councils 
of  his  party  as  a  member  of  the  Executive  Board 
of  the  Republican  State  Central  Committee.  Dur- 
ing the  administration  of  his  old  commander, 
R.  B.  Hayes,  he  was  Postmaster  at  Washington, 
D.  C.  For  four  years  he  was  Adjutant-General  of 
the  State  of  Michigan  with  the  rank  of  Brigadier- 
General,  during  the  administration  of  Gov.  Luce. 
He  has  been  a  delegate  to  numerous  county,  dis- 
trict and  State  conventions,  and  has  been  an  alter- 
nate to  two  National  conventions.  Nowhere  are 
the  General's  services  more  valued,  however,  than 
as  a  member  of  the  School  Board  of  this  city, 
which  he  makes  his  home,  as  he  has  done  much  to 
advance  education  in  this  municipality.  Socially 
our  subject  is  at  present  the  Commander  of  A.  S. 
Williams  Post,  No.  40,  G.  A.  R.,  Past  Commander 
of  Columbia  Commandery,  No.  2,  K.  T.,  at  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  and  Past  Commander  of  Charlotte 
Commandery,  No.  '61,  K.  T. 


fflESSE  TOWNSEND  is  at  present  a  resident 
of  Hastings,  Barry  County,  where  he  owns 
valuable  property  one  block  from  the  busi. 
ness  center  of  the  town.  Mr.  Townsend 
has  held  some  prominent  offices,  being  for  two 
years  Township  Treasurer.  He  has  been  President 
of  the  Hastings  Horse  Association,  and  is  a  stock- 
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holder  in  the  same  association.  He  received  a 
common-school  education  in  the  district  school 
and  remained  on  the  home  farm  until  1875,  when 
he  then  purchased  a  farm  in  Hastings  Township 
of  eighty  acres,  living  upon  it  until  1887.  He 
then  came  to  Hastings  where  he  has  since  resided. 
He  was  engaged  with  a  company  in  the  agricul- 
tural business  for  about  one  year.  Mr.  Townsend 
still  owns  a  one- half  interest  in  the  old  homestead. 

In  1868  Mr.  Townsend  led  to  the  hymeneal 
altar  Miss  Liskie  Barnum,  the  daughter  of  Philander 
and  Harriet  (Bidwell)  Barnum.  Mrs.  Townsend 
was  born  in  Carlton  Township,  her  parents  being 
natives  of  New  York,  but  old  settlers  in  Barry 
County.  Mrs.  Townsend's  father  died  at  Battle 
Creek  in  1862.  Her  mother  is  now  a  resident  of 
Hastings.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barnum  have  been 
born  five  children :  Julia,  Florence,  Liskie,  Horace 
and  Harriet. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a  son  of  Jesse  and 
Elizabeth  (Young)  Townsend,  natives  of  New 
York,  and  was  born.  May  15,  1848,  in  Woodland 
Township,  Barry  County.  Mr.  Townsend's  father 
was  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  the  township,  there 
being  only  three  log  shanties  in  Hastings  at  the 
time.  He  came  West  in  1836  and  settled  in  Wood- 
land Township  where  he  purchased  from  the  Gov- 
ernment three  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  paying 
$1.25  per  acre.  All  this  land  was  heavily  tim- 
bered, but  he  cleared  it  and  built  a  log  cabin, 
living  in  the  same  a  few  years.  Mr.  Townsend 
has  helped  to  build  schoolhouses  and  churches 
all  over  the  township.  He  lived  to  the  allotted 
age  of  three-score  years  and  ten,  dying  in  July, 
1884.  The  mother  still  survives  at  the  age  of 
seventy-six  years,  seeing  the  fruits  of  her  labor  in 
the  township.  This  worthy  couple  were  blessed 
with  nine  children,  eight  of  whom  are  now  living: 
James,  Mary,  David,  Richard,  Lafayette,  Jesse, 
Elva  and  Ella.  John  is  the  name  of  the  one  de- 
ceased. The  father  belonged  to  the  Methodist 
Episccopai  Church  and  the  mother  is  still  a  con- 
sistent member  of  that  denomination.  In  politics 
the  father  was  a  Democrat. 

To  Mr.  Townsend  and  his  estimable  wife  were 
given  two  children:  Forest  G.,  born  in  1876,  who 
was  drowned  when  six  and  one-half  years  old.    He 


and  his  cousin  were  fishing  on  Thorn  Apple 
River,  and  he  proposed  holding  a  fish  under 
water  that  his  cousin  had  caught,  when  the  edge 
of  the  bank  gave  way  and  he  was  precipitated 
into  the  water.  The  river  at  this  time  was  very 
high  and  muddy  and  he  was  quickly  drawn  under- 
neath, and  was  not  seen  after  sinking.  His  body 
was  not  found  until  one  week  later,  six  miles 
down  the  river.  The  second  child,  Hazel,  born 
in  1888,  only  lived  to  the  age  of  five  and  one-balf 
months.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Townsend  are  both  con- 
sistent members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Mrs.  Townsend  being  an  active  worker  in  all 
things  relating  to  church  affairs,  filling  the  position 
of  Treasurer  of  the  Missionary  Society  for  five 
years.  They  are  both  held  in  high  repute  by  all 
their  acquaintances.  Mr.  Townsend  is  a  stalwart 
supporter  of  the  Democratic  principles. 


M  SA  B.  PENNOCK.  This  old  settler  and 
SS/ylj  prominent  citizen  of  Barry  County,  is 
(fi  widely  and  favorably  known  for  the  part 
he  has  borne  in  the  agricultural  affairs  of 
this  section,  and  his  connection  with  other  inter- 
ests. He  owns  three  hundred  and  ninety-four 
acres  of  land  in  Barry  Township,  and  considerable 
valuable  propert}r  in  the  town  of  Hastings,  as  well 
as  a  home  in  Hickory  Corners,  and  may  well  be 
considered  a  prosperous  man. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Daniel  and  Lucy 
(Benjamin)  Pennock,  natives  of  Vermont,  who  for 
some  years  made  their  home  in  New  York  and  died 
there  early  in  the  '30s.  The  father  was  a  earpen- 
ter,  a  reliable  workman,  and  they  were  numbered 
among  the  useful  and  respected  members  of  so- 
ciety. Their  son,  Asa  B.,  was  born  in  Allegany 
County,  N.  Y.,  July  30,  1830,  and  was  the  }Toung- 
est  of  eight  children.  Upon  the  death  of  his  par- 
ents he  was  taken  into  the  family  of  Isaac  Tolles, 
whom  he  accompanied  to  Michigan  about  1842.  A 
settlement  was  made  in  Barry  Township,  Barry 
County,  within  the  bounds  of  which  there  were  but 
few  homes  established.  Young  Pennock  remained 
with  his  benefactor  until  he  was  nineteen  years  old, 
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and  then  began  working  as  a  farm  hand  at  $11  per 
months. 

After  spending  four  years  at  work  by  the  month 
Mr.  Pennock  bargained  for  eighty  acres  of  land, 
the  indebtedness  on  which  he  paid  off  by  doing 
various  jobs,  among  them  being  rail-splitting  at 
fifty  cents  per  hundred,  taking  store  bills  for  his 
pay.  He  worked  in  this  way  four  or  five  years 
and  in  1855  began  work  on  the  land  he  had  bought. 
It  was  heavily  timbered  and  in  a  wild  condition. 
A  half-roof  log  shanty  was  built,  into  which  Mr. 
Pennock  removed  with  his  young  bride,  and  to- 
gether they  built  up  a  home  of  comfort  and  even 
luxury.  In  place  of  the  log  shanty  now  stands  a 
large,  handsome  frame  house,  and  many  barns  and 
other  outbuildings  are  conveniently  disposed  about 
it. 

For  many  years  Mr.  Pennock  bought  and  sold 
stock,  and  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  dealers 
in  this  section.  During  the  war  he  dealt  exten- 
sively in  cattle,  and  has  since  handled  horses 
largely.  For  nearly  two  years  he  was  engaged  in 
the  mercantile  business  at  Hicko^  Corners,  and 
for  a  quarter  of  a  century  he  has  been  an  auctioneer 
and  during  the  time  has  presided  at  nearly  three 
hundred  public  sales.  He  is  A  No.  1  auctioneer, 
having  the  ready  wit  which  keeps  up  the  life  of  a 
sale,  and  disposes  of  goods  to  advantage  by  increas- 
ing the  good  humor  of  the  buyers  and  pointing 
out  to  them  the  merits  of  the  various  articles.  Mr. 
Pennock  started  out  in  life  with  a  pair  of  yearling 
steers,  which  he  received  from  the  man  who  reared 
him,  and  the  success  which  he  has  earned  by  indus- 
try, perseverance  and  thrift  is  rejoiced  in  by  all 
who  know  him.  During  his  pioneer  days  he  manu- 
factured oak  staves  which  he  hauled  to  Battle 
Creek  with  an  ox-team,  selling  them  there  for  $3 
per  thousand.  He  also  drew  the  lumber  for  his 
barn  from  the  pineries,  twenty  miles  northwest  of 
his  place,  with  oxen. 

In  1855  Mr.  Pennock  was  married  to  Miss  El- 
vira Ross,  an  estimable  and  capable  woman,  who 
was  born  in  Vermont  in  1826.  To  them  have  been 
born  a  son  and  daughter:  Ellen,  wife  of  Alonzo 
Cadwallader,  a  lawyer  in  Hastings;  and  Anson,  a 
farmer  in  Barry  Township.  Mr.  Pennock  has  been 
Township  Supervisor,  and  is  now  President  of  the  { 


Barry  County  Agricultural  Society.  His  political 
allegiance  is  given  to  the  Republican  party,  and  his 
sympathy  and  support  to  every  movement  which 
he  believes  wise  and  beneficial. 


3^ 


I7  0SEPH  McCLINTlC.  We  are  pleased  to 
present  to  our  readers  a  brief  account  of  the 
life  of  Mr.  McCb'ntic,who  may  be  considered 
one  of  the  representative  farmers  and  stock- 
raisers  of  Eaton  County.  He  owns  and  occupies  a 
well-improved  tract  of  land,  consisting  of  ninety 
acres  on  section  10,  Eaton  Township  and  county, 
where  he  is  successfully  carrying  on  his  enterprise 
and  where  he  is  surrounded  by  the  many  comforts 
which  belong  to  modern  farm  life.  In  securing 
wealth  and  influence  he  has  been  aided  by  his  good 
wife,  who  has  prudently  managed  her  share  of  their 
affairs,  given  him  wise  counsel  and  encouragement, 
and  shared  with  him  in  social  and  benovolent 
works. 

Mr.  McClintic  is  a  native  of  Hancock  County, 
Ohio,  where  he  was  born  December  3,  1842.  His 
parents,  George  W.  and  Elizabeth  (Dailey)  Mc- 
Clintic, who  were  born  in  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio, 
respectively,  and  his  father  traced  his  ancestry  to 
Scotland.  When  our  subject  was  ten  years  old  his 
parents  came  to  this  State  and  settled  within  a 
stone's  throw  of  the  present  home  of  the  son.  They 
established  their  home  in  the  woods,  where  they 
were  surrounded  with  the  wildness  of  untamed 
nature  and  where  they  were  obliged  to  labor  and 
endure  as  pioneers.  The  father  died  here  October 
12,  1884,  having  lived  to  see  the  great  progress 
made  in  the  vicinity. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  grew  to  manhood 
amid  the  early  scenes  of  Eaton  County  and  was  an 
eye  witness  to  the  growth  of  the  county  and  bore 
a  considerable  part  in  the  work  done  by  the  early 
settlers.  He  occasionally  saw  a  bear  here  in  the 
early  days,  and  here  he  continued  the  education 
the  rudiments  of  which  he  had  learned  in  Ohio.  His 
advantages  were  not  equal  to  those  of  the  present 
day,  but  he  has  been  interested  in  gaining  knowl- 
edge and   has  read  and  observed  so  as  to  be  well 
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informed.  He  is  now  serving  as  School  Moderator 
of  his  district  and  does  all  that  he  can  to  promote 
the  cause  of  education  and  advance  other  good 
works.     He  votes  the  Democratic  ticket. 

Miss  Mary  E.  Burkhead,  a  native  of  Ohio,  be- 
came the  wife  of  Mr.  McClintic  January  1,  1871. 
She  came  to  Eaton  County  with  her  parents  in  1849 
when  but  an  infant,  her  birth  having  taken  place 
May  1 8,  of  that  year.  Her  parents,  Thomas  and 
Sarah  A.  Burkhead,  were  natives  of  Kentucky  and 
Ohio  respectively.  When  they  came  to  this  State 
they  made  their  first  home  in  Eaton  Township,  but 
later  removed  to  Benton  Township  where  the 
widowed  mother  is  still  living.  The  father  was 
killed  during  the  Civil  War  and  he  had  also  fought 
for  his  country  in  the  Mexican  War.  The  living 
members  of  the  family  are:  Samuel  G.,  whose  home 
is  in  Iowa;  John  F.,  who  lives  in  Eaton  County; 
Martha,  wife  of  Reuben  Payne,  of  this  State; 
Mrs.  McClintic;  James  D.,  a  resident  of  Grand 
Rapids,  and  Frank  F.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McClintic 
have  two  children — Archie  B.,  born  Novem  ber  15, 
1872,  and  Glennie  D.,  born   June  15,  1877. 

Mr.  McClintic  is  one  of  a  family  of  eight  chil- 
dren, the  others  who  are  living  being  Samuel,  who 
resides  in  Nebraska; Mary,  wife  of  Anson  Laverty, 
living  in  the  same  State;  George  W. ;  Catherine, 
wife  of  John  Allen;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  R.  A.  Gar- 
ber  (the  last  three  in  Eaton  County);  Ida,  wife  of 
James  Stall,  who  lives  in  Charlotte. 


^s  AVID  L.  SHAULL.  It  would  be  hard  to 
I  J  find  within  the  limits  of  Eaton  County  a 
, J^  tract  of  farm  land  that  shows  better  evidences 
of  improvement  than  that  of  Mr.  Shaull.  The  es- 
tate is  not  large,  consisting  of  but  sixty-five  acres, 
but  every  rod  is  made  useful  or  beautiful,  and  the 
buildings  upon  it  are  very  substantial  and  suffi- 
ciently ample  and  numerous  for  every  need.  The 
crowning  edifice  is  a  farm-house  that  is  commodi- 
ous, conveniently  arranged  and  of  pleasing  archi- 
tectural design.  This  dwelling  is  furnished  with  a 
view  to  the  comfort  of  those  who  inhabit  it  and 
has  some  adornments  of  an  unusual  kind.     A  fine 


collection  of  natural  curiosities  and  preserved 
birds  and  small  animals  of  various  kinds,  all  pre- 
pared and  mounted  by  the  children,  give  evidence 
of  their  taste  for  natural  science. 

Mr.  Shaull  is  a  representative  of  an  old  Virginia 
family  which  originated  in  Germany.  The  first  of 
the  name  in  America  fought  against  the  Indians  in 
Colonial  times,  and  John  Shaull,  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  in  the  Revolutionary  army.  The 
latter  spent  his  last  years  in  Seneca  County,  Ohio, 
and  died  there  at  the  age  of  eighty- four.  Bar- 
tholomew Shaull  was  born  in  Virginia  in  1794  and 
went  to  the  Buckeye  State  in  1831.  He  lived  in 
Seneca  County  until  called  from  time  to  eternity 
in  1878.  He  married  Rebecca  Blue,  a  Virginia 
lad}T,  who  passed  away  in  1864.  Both  belonged  to 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for  years  and 
ordered  their  lives  by  Christian  priLciples.  They 
reared  ten  children,  six  of  whom  are  now  living, 
and  it  is  of  one  of  these  that  we  purpose  to  make 
a  brief  record. 

David  Shaull  was  born  in  Jefferson  County,  Va., 
October  25,  1829,  and  was  scarcely  more  than  a 
babe  when  taken  to  Ohio.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm 
and  pursued  his  studies  in  the  district  school. 
When  old  enough  to  do  so,  he  began  working  out, 
but  still  made  his  home  with  his  parents  until 
ready  to  establish  one  of  his  own.  In  1853  he  bought 
a  farm  on  which  he  lived  fourteen  years  and  he 
then  came  to  this  State  and  became  a  citizen  of  the 
township  with  whose  interests  he  is  still  identified. 
He  bought  unimproved  land  covered  with  a  heavy 
forest  growth  and  cleared  and  improved  the  prop- 
erty. The  first  winter  he  killed  forty-two  wild 
turkeys.  For  some  months  he  lived  in  a  small  log 
shanty,  but  after  a  time  he  took  possession  of  a 
better  residence. 

For  forty  years  the  joys  and  sorrows  of  life  have 
been  shared  by  Mr.  Shaull  and  Catherine  Puffen- 
berger,  they  having  become  husband  and  wife  in 
1851.  Mrs.  Shaull  was  born  in  Seneca  County, 
Ohio,  in  1836,  being  a  daughter  of  George  and 
Catherine  (Null)  Puffenberger,  who  occupied  a 
large  farm  there.  Her  parents  were  born  in  Jeffer- 
son County,  Va.  Mr.  Puffenberger  died  in  1850, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-three  years;  his  widow  survived, 
until  1876  and  reached  the  age  of  eighty-four.  She 
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retained  her  activity  in  an  unusual  degree  and  the 
amiable  disposition  that  endeared  her  to  those  about 
her.  Her  children  were  nine  in  number  and  all 
except  one  still  live. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shaull  eleven  children  have 
been  born,  upon  whom  were  bestowed  the  names 
Warren  C,  Rebecca  D.,  Ann  C,  Isabel,  James  H., 
Scott  W.,  Etta  M.,  Grove  D.,  M.  E.  Blanche, 
George  L.  and  Lorene.  The  last  named  has  crossed 
the  river  of  death.  Seldom  does  one  see  so  large 
a  family  where  nearly  every  member  has  some 
special  gift  or  talent,  or  where  greater  pride  is 
taken  by  each  in  adding  his  quota  to  the  charms  of 
the  home  life.  The. third  daughter  in  this  family 
is  a  well-educated  lady  with  artistic  talent  and  abil- 
ity that  is  being  displayed  in  crayon  work.  Scott, 
is  a  lawyer  in  Charlotte  and  Warren  is  in  business 
in  the  same  city;  James,  who  is  a  natural  mechanic, 
is  now  in  Savannah,  Ga.  The  mental  endowments 
of  the  family  are  made  the  most  of  by  their  parents 
and  whatever  gifts  they  possess  they  are  given  an 
opportunity  to  develop. 

A  peaceable  and  law-abiding  citizen,  a  careful 
farmer  and  a  good  neighbor,  Mr.  Shaull  is  held  in 
excellent  repute  by  his  acquaintances.  He  has 
always  voted  the  Democratic  ticket  and  is  firmly 
convinced  that  by  so  doing  he  is  aiding  the  "best 
Government  in  the  world."  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Patrons  of  Industry. 


>OHN  B.  NICKLE,  a  resident  of  Eaton 
County,  is  the  son  of  one  of  its  early  pion- 
eers and  for  many  years  has  been  interested 
(\§M//  in  agriculture.  He  is  a  practical  farmer  and 
stock-raiser,  and  carries  on  his  farming  operations 
after  good  methods.  His  father,  Andrew  Nickle, 
a  native  of  the  northern  part  of  Ireland,  was  born 
in  1804.  At  the  age  of  twenty -two  years  he  sailed 
for  America  remaining  in  New  York  City  a  short 
time  when  failing  health  caused  him  to  return  to 
his  native  land.  In  1828  he  again  crossed  the 
ocean,  and  settled  in  New  York  State,  where  he 
remained  for  two  years. 

Mr.  Nickle,  father  of  our  subject,  came  west  in 


1834  and  settled  in  Oakland  County,  Mich.,  where 
he  took  up  Government  land,  living  upon  the  same 
for  a  few  years.  His  enterprising  spirit  caused  him 
to  push  farther  west  and  he  decided  to  locate  in 
Eaton  County,  taking  up  Government  land  in 
Roxana  Township.  After  purchasing  this  land  he 
returned  by  way  of  the  Indian,  trails  to  his  former 
home  in  Oakland  County,  and  proceeded  to  move 
his  family  to  his  new  home  in  the  wilderness  in 
Eaton  County.  The  journey  was  made  with  ox 
teams  and  the  family  camped  out  near  where  the 
city  of  Lansing  now  stands.  A  log  shanty  was 
built  on  his  land. 

At  the  time  the  senioi  Nickle  took  his  land  there 
was  not  a  white  family  living  in  the  township,  but 
during  his  absence  and  the  bringing  of  his  family 
some  settlers  moved  in.  The  woods  abounded  in 
game  of  all  kinds  and  was  filled  with  Indians.  Mr. 
Nickle  preferring  to  engage  in  clearing  his  land  did 
not  turn  his  attention  to  hunting.  He  died  Jan- 
uary 21,  1884.  He  was  a  man  respected  in  the 
communitjr  and  held  the  offices  of  Justice  of  the 
Peace  and  Township  Treasurer  for  several  years. 
He  was  a  zealous  Christian  and  for  many  years  was 
a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He 
was  a  hard-working  man  and  in  disposition  kind- 
hearted  and  benevolent.  The  mother,  Diademma 
Barton,  a  native  of  Cobleskill,  Schoharie  County, 
N.  Y.,  died  about  1865.  She  was  a  consistent 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  She 
was  the  mother  of  four  children,  three  of  whom  are 
now  living. 

Mr.  Nickle,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born 
in  the  log  shanty  on  the  old  homestead,  November 
7,  1840,  and  was  the  second  white  child  born  in 
the  township.  He  received  his  education  in  a  log 
schoolhouse,  and  worked  during  the  vacations, 
assisting  his  father  to  clear  his  land.  He  worked 
at  home  until  he  was  of  age.  Mr.  Nickle  is  familiar 
with  the  incidents  of  pioneer  times,  and  often 
speaks  of  the  period  when  he  could  see  more  red 
than  white  men. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  December,  1861,  to 
Lucy  lliesrodt,  a  resident  of  this  county,  born  in 
1 841.  After  this  event  he  settled  down  to  farming 
for  himself  on  the  old  homestead.  They  are  the 
parents  of  eight  children,  six  now  living,  namely: 
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Samuel  J.,  Andrew,  John,  Addie,  Mary  and  Frank. 
The  two  deceased  are  Dora  and  Martin. 

The  farm  occupied  by  our  subject  contains  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  well-improved  land,  on 
which  are  fine  large  barns  for  the  protection  of 
the  stock.  Several  years  ago  he  began  breeding 
Holstein  cattle,  and  now  is  one  of  the  few  farmers 
in  Eaton  County  who  has  a  fine  breed  of  this 
famous  stock.  He  makes  a  business  of  raising  tine 
cattle  for  breeding  purposes  and  has  his  best  stock 
registered.  He  is  a  model  farmer  and  a  man 
respected  by  all.  In  politics  he  is  more  or  less 
independent.  He  at  one  time  filled  the  office  of 
Township  Treasurer;  has  been  identified  with  the 
Grange  movement  and  is  a  member  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 


""'S'S'I'S'S1***" 


,  HARLES  E.  SCOTT.  The  fertile  soil  of 
Eaton  County  affords  adequate  remunera- 
tion for  the  labor  expended  upon  it  by  a 
lanre  number  of  agriculturists,  who  as  a  class  are 
industrious,  energetic  and  thrifty.  From  year  to 
year  they  are  surrounding  themselves  with  an  ever- 
increasing  amount  of  the  comforts  of  life,  and  tak- 
ing a  larger  part  in  developing  the  best  'civiliza- 
tion. One  of  this  number  is  the  gentleman  above 
named,  who  is  the  owner  and  occupant  of  a  valu- 
able estate  in  Walton  Township.  It  consists  of 
eight  hundred  and  eight  acres  on  sections  26,  24 
and  13,  and  is  furnished  with  a  complete  set  of  sub- 
stantial buildings. 

Thomas  Scott,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
native  of  Scotland,  and  came  to  New  York  when  a 
boy  of  eight  years.  This  was  about  the  time  when 
(the  Erie  Canal  was  being  built,  and  his  father,  Arch- 
ibald Scott,  having  saved  his  earnings  as  a  shepherd 
in  Scotland,  employed  his  means  in  doing  contract 
work  on  the  Erie  Canal,  while  making  New  York 
his  home.  The  grandfather  died  three  years  after 
coming  to  America,  and  his  wife  followed  him  to 
the  better  land  three  months  later.  They  had  be- 
come the  parents  of  seven  children— John.  Jane, 
Agnes,  Thomas,  Ann,  Archibald  and  Adam. 


Left  an  orphan  at  the  early  age  of  eleven  years, 
Thomas  Scott,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  reared 
to  manhood  on  a  farm  in  Seneca   County,  N.  Y., 
by  a  Mr.  Richardson.     When  twenty-one  years  old 
he  engaged  in  the  lumber   business  at  Havana,  N. 
Y.,  working  by  the  month,  and   after  this   he  was 
busied  for  a  time  in  logging.     In   1830   Mr.   Scott 
was  married  to  Miss  Emily  Butler,  who  is  a  native 
of  the  Bay  State,  but  was  reared  in  New  Hampshire. 
She  is  of  the  same  blood  and   family  as    Benjamin 
F.  Butler.     After  their  marriage  they   settled  in 
Havana,  N.  Y.,  where  Mr.  Scott  was  employed   as 
captain  of  a  canal  boat  which  plied  from  Havana  to 
New  York  City.     He  was   thus  engaged  until  the 
spring  of  1836,  when  he  came   west  to   Michigan 
with  his  two  children:  Matilda,  now  deceased,  and 
Charles  Edwin,  our  subject,  who  was  then   a  child 
of  nine  months.     In  June  of  the  same  year  the  fa- 
ther  settled  on  eighty  acres  of  land  in   Bellevue 
Township,  whence,  after  a  sojourn  of  four  years, 
he  removed  to  Walton  Township,  where  he  resided 
with  the  exception  of  three  years,  until  his  death. 
One   child    was  born  to  Thomas  Scott  and  his 
good  wife  after  they  came  to  Michigan,  a  daughter, 
Marietta,  now  the  wife   of  Henry   L.  Robinson,  a 
farmer  of  Walton  Township.    The  eldest  daughter, 
Matilda,  died  in  1888.     That   Mr.  Scott  was  suc- 
cessful in  his  undertakings  is  evidenced  by  the  fact 
that  he  left  thirteen  hundred  acres  of  valuable  land 
at  his  death,  which    occurred    October   15,   1890, 
when    he  was  eighty-one  years  of  age.     His    life 
career  distinguished  him  as  a  man   of  exceptional 
character,  of  systematic  business  habits,  combined 
with  conscientious  dealings  with  all,  and  too  much 
cannot  be  said  of  him  as  a  man  of  unswerving  recti- 
tude, whose  sagacious  judgment  gave  his  opinion 
great  value. 

He  whose  biography  is  the  subject  of  these  para- 
graphs, was  born  September  29,  1835,  and  during 
his  boyhood  had  such  pioneer  experiences  as  can 
be  boasted  of  only  by  those  reared  to  manhood 
amid  the  solitary  surroundings  of  the  frontier.  He 
enjoyed  the  advantages  of  the  early  schools  con- 
ducted on  the  subscription  plan,  and  worked  on  the 
farm,  grubbing,  ploughing  and  helping  in  all  the 
work  that  his  strength  and  years  would  permit. 
Not  only  did  he  make  himself  useful  in  performing 
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various  labors  on  the  farm,  but  he  well  remembers 
assisting  his  mother  in  home  duties  many  a  day. 

Charlotte  Alien,  daughter  of  Earl  B.  and  Eliza 
(Campbell)  Allen,  became  Mrs.  Seott,  March  28, 
1861.  She  was  born  in  Walton  Township,  March 
17,  1841.  Four  children  call  her  mother,  namely: 
Earl  Bert,  Minnie,  Annie  and  Ella.  Earl  Bert  re- 
sides in  Walton  Township;  he  married  Miss  Emma 
Hockin berry,  and  is  the  father  of  one  child,  Carol. 
Minnie  is  at  Ypsilanti  attending  Commercial  Col- 
lege; Anna  is  the  wife  of  J.  Hockinberry,  and  is 
the  mother  of  a  daughter,  Hazel ;  Ella  resides  at 
home  with  her  parents. 

Our  subject  and  his  father  carried  on  their  busi- 
ness jointly  for  ten  years,  and  that  they  were  suc- 
cessful is  evidenced  by  the  large  amount  of  prop- 
erty they  have  accumulated.  Mr.  Scott  run  on  the 
Industrial  ticket  for  the  State  Legislature;  he  has 
taken  an  active  interest  in  the  Patrons  of  lndustns 
and  is  now  County  Treasurer  of  that  organization. 
Politically  he  is  identified  with  the  Democratic  party, 
in  the  principles  of  which  he  thoroughly  believes. 
He  is  a  man  of  liberal  nature,  and  his  abundant 
means  provide  him  with  opportunities  for  assisting 
in  all  worthy  enterprises. 

Not  only  has  Mr.  Scott  placed  his  land  under 
substantial  improvements,  and  made  it  one  of  the 
most  desirable  estates  in  the  county,  but  he  has  also 
devoted  considerable  attention  to  stock-raising,  and 
now  has  a  flock  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  fine 
sheep.  He  has  on  his  place  a  commodious  residence, 
a  view  of  which  with  its  rural  surroundings  is  pre- 
sented oh  another  page  of  this  volume.  In  his 
work  Mr.  Scott  has  shown  more  than  ordinary  en- 
•terprise,  and  his  standing  in  financial  and  social  cir- 
cles is  of  the  highest.  We  are  pleased  to  present 
on  another  page  of  this  volume  a  lithographic  por- 
trait of  Mr.  Scott. 


'  RCHIBALD  G.  LAMONT.     In  the  fall  of 
1869  Mr.  Lamont  arrived  in  Eaton  County, 
purchased  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
of  land  on  section  8,  Eaton  Township,  and 
here  he  has  since  resided,  becoming  in  the  mean- 


time identified  with  the  best  interests  of  the  com- 
munity. The  fine  condition  of  his  land  is  due 
almost  entirely  to  his  own  unaided  efforts,  for  at 
the  time  of  the  purchase  only  forty  acres  had  been 
cleared,  the  remainder  being  in  its  primitive  condi- 
tion. Gradually  a  well-improved  farm  has  been 
evolved  from  the  original  place;  the  prairie  land  is 
yielding  large  harvests  of  cereals  and  the  forest  is 
giving  of  its  rich  stores  of  timber  to  supply  the 
ever  increasing  demand.     . 

The  owner  of  this  fine  estate  is  a  native  of 
Orleans  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  born  September 
30,  1838.  His  parents,  Major  T.  and  Tammis 
(King)  Lamont,  were  born  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  where  they  resided  after  their  marriage  and 
where  the  mother  passed  away  in  1887.  The  father 
still  survives  and  makes  his  home  in  Orleans 
County,  N.  Y.  Of  the  six  children  included  in  the 
parental  family,  our  subject  is  the  eldest  and  was 
reared  in  his  native  place.  He  received  the  rudi- 
ments of  his  education  in  the  district  schools  of  the 
Empire  State,  afterward  attended  high  school,  and 
for  a  short  time  was  a  student  in  the  Albion  High 
School  of  Orleans  County.  When  he  arrived  at 
years  of  maturity,  he  decided  upon  farming  as  his 
life  work,  and  in  his  chosen  calling  has  met  with 
unusual  success. 

The  devoted  wife  and  capable  helpmate  of  Mr. 
Lamont  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Margera  A.  Huff, 
and  was  born  February  17  1840,  in  the  same 
county  of  which  her  husband  was  a  native.  Her 
father,  Moses  Huff,  died  February  2,  1889,  while 
her  mother,  Maria  F.  (Hoppough)  Huff,  died  Feb- 
ruary 5,  1891,  in  her  eightieth  year.  Both  were 
natives  of  New  Jersey,  and  of  their  happy  wedded 
life  eight  children  were  born,  five  of  whom  survive, 
as  follows:  Gabriel,  a  resident  of  Erie,  Pa.;  Will- 
ard,  in  Baxter  Springs,  Kan. ;  Mrs.  Lamont;  Ida, 
the  wife  of  Hiram  Elliott,  who  resides  in  Ionia, 
Mich.;  and  Othello,  who  is  a  resident  of  Orleans 
County,  N.  Y.  The  deceased  are — Martha,  An- 
thony and  Ellen. 

The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lamont  was  consum- 
mated in  the  State  of  New  York,  January  12,  1860, 
and  five  children  have  been  born  to  them,  viz: 
Willie  C,  married  Cora  Dennison  and  lives  in 
Charlotte;   Lewis;  Estella,  the  wife  of  Robert  Mc- 
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Kee,  of  Charlotte;  Huff  A.  and  Major  T.  For 
several  years  after  their  marriage  our  subject  and 
his  estimable  wife  continued  to  reside  in  the 
Empire  State,  but  coining  to  Michigan  in  1869, 
they  sojourned  in  Battle  Creek  for  a  few  months, 
and  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year,  located  on  their 
present  place  in  Eaton  Township.  Mr.  Lamont,  as 
above  stated,  immediately  after  his  arrival  purchased 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  in  its  prim- 
itive condition,  and  has  since  been  actively  engaged 
in  its  development.  He  has  constantly  received 
the  active  co-operation  of  his  wife,  who  has  assisted 
him  in  building  up  his  splendid  estate  and  whose 
taste  and  refinement  is  plainly  indicated  by  the 
interior  of  their  pleasant  home..  Politically,  Mr. 
Lamont  is  a  stanch  Republican,  and  uses  his  influ- 
ence for  the  promulgation  of  those  party  piinciples 
he  believes  to  be  correct. 


V 


<fl  IMLLIAM  C.  HOWP^LL  owns  and  occupies 
a  farm  in  Roxana  Township,  Eaton 
County,  cornering  with  the  village  of  Hoyt- 
vilie.  It  consists  of  seventy-seven  acres  on  which 
stands  a  large  farm  house  and  the  usual  build- 
ings that  belong  to  an  agriculturist's  home.  Here 
Mr.  Howell  gives  his  attention  to  general  farming 
and  gains  a  good  support.  He  was  born  in  Niagara 
County,  N.  Y.,  January  20,  1833,  and  traces  his 
ancestry  back  to  Wales,  whence  one  of  his  progen- 
itors came  to  America  in  1600.  His  grandfather, 
John  Howell,  lived  on  Long  Island  from  his  birth 
until  manhood.  In  Orange  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1808, 
Michael  B.  Howell,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  and  from  his  native  State  he  came  to  Mich- 
igan in  August,  1837. 

When  Michael  Howell  came  West  he  settled  in  a 
township  in  which  but  few  white  men  were  living, 
and  his  son  William  had  no  school  privileges 
until  he  was  ten  years  old,  there  being  no  place 
within  reach  in  which  he  could  pursue  his  studies. 
Mr.  Howell,  although  not  an  ordained  minister, 
preached  for  several  years,  promulgating  the  faith 
of    the  Baptist   Church.     His    principal    business 


through  life  was  farming,  although  , when  quite 
young  he  worked  on  the  Erie  Canal  seven  years.  He 
died  January  23,  1878,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six.  His 
wife,  a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  and  bearing  the 
maiden  name  of  Lydia  L.  Coomer,  passed  away 
July  18,  1869.  Seven  sons  and  daughters  survived 
the  parents. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  notice  began 
his  education  under  the  home  roof,  and  as  soon  as 
a  log  schoolhouse  was  built  in  the  neighborhood 
continued  his  studies  therein.  He  attended  the 
High  School  at  Hillsdale  several  terms  and  subse- 
quently went  to  Hillsdale  College  one  year.  He  has 
given  much  of  his  time  to  teaching  and  has  a  record 
of  thirty  terms  as  an  instructor.  His  standing  in 
the  profession  is  very  creditable  and  many  of  his 
former  pupils  are  ready  to  acknowledge  with  grate- 
ful praise  his  tact  in  imparting  instruction  and  wis- 
dom in  guiding  them  to  higher  desires. 

Mr.  Howell  remained  at  home  until  he  was 
twenty- four  years  old,  then  began  farming  for 
himself  in  Hillsdale  County.  He  established  a 
home  in  1856,  having  won  for  his  helpmate  Miss 
Nancy  M.  Carter,  a  native  of  New  York.  She  has 
demonstrated  the  worth  of  her  character  and  has 
won  the  lasting  regard  of  her  neighbors  and  ac- 
quaintances. The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Howell  are  six  in  number,  those  now  living  being 
Jesse  A.,  Inez  and  Arthur  E.  In  February,  1873, 
the  family  came  to  Eaton  County  and  took  up  their 
residence  where  they  are  now  to  be  found.  Mr. 
Howell  continued  to  teach  during  the  winter  sea- 
son until  quite  recently. 

The  name  of  William  C.  Howell  was  enrolled  in 
the  Second  Michigan  Cavalry  August  13,  1862, 
and  he  who  bore  it  has  one  of  those  records  that 
give  the  Nation  just  cause  to  be  proud  of  the  rank 
and  file  of  the  Union  army.  The  first  heavy  en- 
gagement in  which  he  took  part  was  the  bloody 
battle  of  Perry  ville,  and  it  was  his  fortune  to  fight 
in  other  noted  fields,  among  them  Chickamauga, 
Resaca,  Lost  Mountain,  Kenesaw  Mountain,  Frank- 
lin and  Nashville.  He  took  part  in  several  other 
battles  and  numerous  skirmishes,  being  under  fire 
one  hundred  times  or  more.  He  received  no 
wounds  and  never  entered  the  hospital,  although 
he  suffered  some   from  illness.     He  was  mustered 
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out  in  June,   1865,  and   once   more  took  up   the 
peaceful  occupations  of  a  teacher  and  farmer. 

In  the  councils  of  the  Republican  party  in  the 
localities  in  which  he  has  lived  Mr.  Howell  has  been 
quite  prominent  and  he  has  served  its  interests  as 
a  delegate  to  conventions.  He  is  conscientious  in 
depositing  his  own  ballot  and  is  able  to  give  a  lucid 
reason  for  his  political  faith.  He  has  been  Clerk 
and  Treasurer  *of  Roxana  Township,  but  has  no 
taste  for  public  place.  He  is  of  a  social  kindly 
nature  and  has  connected  himself  with  the  Grange, 
the  Grand  Army  and  the  Masonic  order.  Of  the 
last-named  he  has  been  a  member  since  1892.  He 
and  his  wife  belong  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  both  govern  their  lives  by  Christian 
principles  and  display  the  social  qualities  which 
make  them  well  liked  in  the  community.  Mr.  How- 
ell is  in  the  main  a  self-made  man,  his  capital  hav- 
ing been  very  limited  when  he  began  his  life  work 
and  that  he  has  done  well  no  one  doubts. 


ffif^  ARTLEY  E.  HENDRICK.  Among  the 
members  of  the  legal  profession  located  at 
Middleville,  Barry  County,  Mr.  Hendrick 
has  a  prominent  place.  He  is  a  represent- 
ative of  old  New  York  families  and  is  himself  a 
native  of  the  Empire  State,  having  been  born  in 
Hamilton  July  7,  1861.  He*lived  on  a  farm  until 
1874,  since  which  he  has  principally  resided  in 
Middleville.  He  received  a  good  common-school 
education  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years  entered 
a  millinery  establishment  at  Lansing,  but  not  find- 
ing his  duties  there  congenial  to  his  tastes  he  re- 
mained but  two  years.  He  then  entered  the  office 
of  John  Carveth,  at  Middleville,  and  began  the 
study  of  law.  In  1884  he  was  graduated  from 
the  law  class  ofjthe  State  University  and  immedi- 
ately formed  a  partnership  with  his  former  tutor. 
Mr.  Carveth  is~a  leading  lawyer  of  Barry  ^County 
and  the  firm  of  Carveth  &  Hendrick  has  gained 
the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the  best  in  the 
county. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  Mr.  Hendrick  were 
Jessie  [and  Lydia  (Pope)  Hendrick,' whose  family 


consisted  of  three  children — Samuel  H.,  Lucy  and 
Mareia.  Mr.  Hendrick  was  of  the  Methodist  faith, 
while  his  wife  and  children  were  Baptists.  In 
politics  he  was  a  Whig.  The  son  was  born  in 
Chenango  County,  N.  Y.,  reared  on  a  farm  and 
pursued  the  work  of  a  tiller  of  the  soil.  In  the 
spring  of  1868  he  came  to  Allegan  County,  this 
State,  and  took  possession  of  a  forty-acre  tract 
which  he  improved.  In  1874  he  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Middleville  and  there  he  resided  a  decade, 
after  which  he  purchased  and  removed  to  a  fruit 
farm  in  Allegan  County,  where  he  sojourned  until 
his  death  May  29,  1890.  He  was  then  fifty-four 
years  of  age.  He  was  an  active  member  of  the 
church  and  an  •influential  citizen.  His  widow 
formerly  Mary  Etta  Bronson,  still  lives.  She  was 
born  in  Hamilton  County,  N.  Y,  and  is  the 
mother  of  two  daughters  and  a  son,  the  latter 
being  the  subject  of  this  biographical  notice.  The 
daughters  are:  Ella  M.,  who  is  unmarried,  and 
Flora  A.,  wife  of  Leonard  Truax. 

The  marriage  of  Hartley  E.  Hendrick  and  Ethel 
A.  Putnam  was  solemnized  December  29,  1885. 
The  bride  was  born  in  Fremont,  Ohio,  and  re- 
ceived an  excellent  English  education  in  the  schools 
of  that  place.  She  was  but  fifteen  years  old 
when  she  began  to  earn  her  own  living  as  a 
teacher,  and  she  spent  six  years  in  pedagogical 
work  in  Ohio  and  Michigan.  She  is  a  devout 
Christian  and  possesses  a  lovable  nature  which 
makes  her  one  of  the  most  popular  }roung  matrons 
in  Middleville.  She  has  one  child,  an  interesting 
little  maid  called  Hazel. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  Hendrick  were  Alpheus  B. 
and  Amanda  (Inman)  Pntnam,  the  former  of 
whom  was  a  distinguished  lawyer  of  Fremont, 
Ohio.  He  was  a  son  of  Michael  Putnam,  a  farmer 
of  German  descent,  whose  wife  was  Elizabeth 
Bates.  Mr.  Putnam  enlisted  as  a  private  in  the 
Seventy-second  Ohio  Infantry,  and  for  gallant 
service  was  regularly  promoted  until  he  reached 
the  Captaincy,  which  rank  he  held  at  the  time  of 
his  discharge.  His  constitution  was  impaired  by 
his  army  service  and  he  never  fully  recovered 
from  the  effects  of  hardship  and  exposure.  He 
died  at  his  home  June  5,  1874,  at  which  time  he 
was  Prosecuting  Attorney.     He  left  a  widow,  five 
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sons  and  two  daughters.  Mrs.  Putnam  came  to 
Hastings,  this  State,  with  her  family  in  1882,  but 
since  1886  has  been  living  in  Middleville. 

Mr.  Hendrick  is  a  leading  member  of  the  lodge 
of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  in  Middleville.  He 
and  his  wife  are  identified  with  the  Baptist  Church, 
and  are  active  workers  in  religious  and  charitable 
enterprises.  Both  husband  and  wife  are  held  in 
good  repute,  and  certainly  none  of  the  citizens  of 
the  place  make  more  earnest  efforts  to  act  well 
their  part  in  life  or  display  a  greater  degree  of 
intelligence  in  their  own   lines  of  work  than  they. 


RTEMUS  W.  CHAPIN  is  believed  to  be 
WliM  the  oldest  resident  of  Assyria  Township, 
Barry  County.  He  came  hither  in  the 
summer  of  1840  and  has  been  a  landowner 
in  the  township  for  nearly  the  entire  period  of  his 
residence.  His  first  purchase  of  real  estate  was 
eighty  acres  in  the  oak  openings  and  he  now  owns 
two  hundred  acres  on  section  10,  which  bear  many 
fine  improvements,  being  in  some  particulars  more 
beautifully  adorned  than  any  other  place  in  the 
county  outside  of  the  largest  towns.  The  residence 
stands  on  the  highest  elevation  in  the  township  and 
is  24x30  feet  in  the  main  body  with  L's  20x20 
and  12x16.  It  is  finished  throughout  in  black 
walnut  and  white  ash,  and  is  surrounded  by  a  yard 
that  is  bordered  on  the  front  and  side  by  a  hedge 
of  arbor  vitae  and  spruce,  and  dotted  by  ever- 
greens and  forest  trees.  The  residence  was  de- 
signed by  Mr.  Chapin  himself  and  the  arrangement 
of  the  lawn  is  partially  his  own,  he  being  one  of 
the  men  who  believe  in  having  neat  and  tasteful 
surroundings.  The  barn  is  35x45  feet  with  a  base- 
ment, and  the  other  buildings  on  the  farm  are  pro- 
portionately  commodious  and  substantial. 

Our  subject  is  one  of  the  seventh  generation  from 
Deacon  Samuel  Chapin  who,  with  two  brothers, 
made  the  first  settlement  in  Springfield,  Mass.,  on 
the  Connecticut  River  and  owned  the  entire  tract 
of  land  that  forms  the  site  of  the  town.  They  are 
believed  to  have  come  to  America  with  the  French 
Huguenots  and   the  Deacon   was  a  leader  in  the 


community.     He  is  tbe  only  one  of  the  brothers 
who  reared  a  family. 

Dormer  Chapin,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Springfield  and  was  reared  to  the  occupation  of 
farming.  He  owned  land  in  Holyoke,  where  he 
pursued  agriculture  and  stock-raising  and  in  the 
early  days  distilled  cider  brandy.  When  a  young 
man  he  ran  a  flatboat  on  the  Connecticut  River, 
and  in  the  War  of  1812  he  teamed  to  Boston,  haul- 
ing provisions  for  the  army.  His  father  was  a  strict 
Presbyterian  but  he  became  a  Unitarian;  he  died 
in  1870  in  the  ninetieth  year  of  his  age.  His  wife 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Lucretia  Smith  and  was 
born  not  far  from  his  own  birthplace;  she  died 
when  their  son,  A.  W.,  who  is  next  to  the  young- 
est member  of  the  family  was  three  years  old.  The 
children  in  the  family  were  twelve  in  number,  six 
boys  and  six  girls,  and  four  are  now  living..  Loup 
Virginius  Chapin,  an  uncle  of  our  subject,  was 
sent  to  Samoa  during  President  Buchanan's  admin- 
istration as  Commissioner. 

On  the  plains  opposite  Holyoke,  Mass.,  where  his 
father  had  built  the  first  house,  A.  W.  Chapin  was 
born,  September  30,  1825.     The  sports  of  his  boy- 
hood were  pursued  on  the  banks  of  the  Connecticut 
River  and  he  received  a  good  common-school  edu- 
cation.    In  June,  1840,  when  in  his  fifteenth  year, 
he  came  to  this  State,  to  the   home  of  his  sister, 
Mrs.  Ellis.     He  traveled  by  stage  to  Albany,  New 
York  Central  Railroad  to  Troy,  Erie  Canal  to  Buf- 
falo, and  steamer  to  Detroit,  from  Detroit  by  rail 
to   Ypsilanti.     From    that    point   to    Marshall    he 
staged  it,  then  took  a  private  conveyance  to  Assyria 
Township,  where  he  worked  for  his  brother-in-law 
until  he  was  of  age.     At   that  time  he  received 
$200  which  he  expended  in  buying  the  nucleus  of 
his  present  landed  estate.     Indians  and  wild  game 
were  denizens  of  the  dense   forest  of   this  section 
when  he  came  hither,  and  he  has  been  an  eye  wit- 
ness to  the  progress  of  civilization  and   improve- 
ment,  and    borne  a  hand  in  bringing  about   the 
results  that  make  of  Barry  County  one  of  the  most 
flourishing  in  the  State.    During  the  winters  before 
he  became  of  age,  he  went  to  school  and  added  to 
his  practical  knowledge. 

After  buying  land  Mr.  Chapin  built  a  log  houtt\ 
and  girdled  trees  around  the  little  dwelling,  from 
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which  he  had  to  cut  a  path.  He  extended  his  clear- 
ing and  broke  up  the  ground  with  an  old  cast  iron 
plow  drawn  by  oxen.  When  the  acreage  was 
cleared  and  fitted  for  cultivation  he  added  to  it 
until  it  reached  its  present  extent,  all  being  in  one 
body  and  one  hundred  and  thirty  acres  under  the 
plow.  An  orchard  was  set  out,  fences  built  and 
necessary  buildings  put  up,  and  ere  long  attention 
was  being  given  to  beautifying  the  property  and 
increasing  its  conveniences.  The  land  is  well 
watered,  there  being  excellent  springs  upon  it,  and 
from  the  windmill  tank  the  cooling  liquid  is  sent 
to  stock  yards  and  other  points.  The  usual  cereals 
are  raised  here,  and  a  flock  of  one  hundred  or  more 
fine  wool  sheep,  a  good  herd  of  Durham  cattle  and 
droves  of  Poland-China  hogs  may  be  seen  in  the 
pastures  and  sheds.  For  two  years  past  Mr.  Chapin 
has  rented  his  farm  but  it  is  his  intention  to  resume 
the  personal  management  of  it. 

In  Bellevue,  January  5,  1847,  Mr.  Chapin  was 
married  to  Miss  Mary  Hunsiker,  (laughter  of  Syl- 
vanus  Hunsiker,  whose  ancestral  history  is  noted  in 
the  sketch  of  Henry  A.  Hunsiker  in  this  volume. 
Miss  Hunsiker  was  born  in  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y. 
She  bore  her  husband  three  children:  Urettia,  for- 
merly a  school  teacher  and  now  the  wife  of  Alva 
Briggs,  a  farmer  of  Barry  County;  Eusebia,  wife 
of  Oscar  Archer,  whose  home  is  in  Maple  Grove 
Township;  and  Sylvanus,  who  died  when  four 
years  old.  The  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Chapin 
was  solemnized  in  Pennfield,  Calhoun  County,  in 
1860,  his  bride  being  Miss  Rachel  Hunt.  This 
lady  was  born  in  Junius,  Seneca  County,  N.  Y., 
and  came  West  to  the  home  of  a  brother.  This 
union  has  been  blest  by  the  birth  of  two  children, 
but  neither  is  now  living.  Lucretia,  formerly  the 
wife  of  Charles  Mickeson,  died  in  Assj^ria  Town- 
ship, and  Clarence  breathed  his  last  in  Nashville, 
Mich. 

A  number  of  important  offices  have  been  held 
by  Mr.  Chapin  and  he  is  universally  conceded  to 
have  been  an  efficient  public  servant.  He  was 
appointed  Township  Supervisor  to  fill  a  vacancy 
and  was  re-elected  for  a  year.  He  was  Township 
Treasurer  five  years  altogether,  has  been  Commis- 
sioner of  Claims,  etc.  In  the  different  school 
offices  he  worked  for  years  until  he  resigned  and 


refused  to  again  take  position.  He  belonged  to 
the  Grange  years  ago  and  was  a  charter  member  of 
the  Good  Templars  Lodge  at  Maple  Grove  and 
filled  the  Chair  of  Chief  Templar.  He  was  a  Whig 
in  politics  until  1856,  since  which  time  he  has  been 
a  steadfast  Republican  and  he  frequently  has  acted 
as  a  delegate  to  county  conventions.  He  has  made 
hosts  of  friends  during  the  half  century  of  his  resi- 
dence here,  and  he  is  esteemed  alike  by  young  and 
old  and  probably  exerts  as  wide  an  influence  as  any 
resident  of  the  township. 


RANK  MERRITT,  M.  D.,  who  received   a 
j  fine  medical  education  in  the  best  medical 

,         institutions  in   the   State,  and   acquired   an 

honorable  position  among  the  first  physicians  of 
Eaton  County  before  he  abandoned  his  profession, 
is  now  a  prominent  merchant  of  Charlotte,  where 
he  is  engaged  in  the  hardware  business  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  Barber  and  Merritt.  He  is  also 
largely  interested  in  farming  and  stock-raising, 
being  the  proprietor  of  two  valuable  farms — one 
within  the  city  limits  that  he  devotes  to  raising 
thorough-bred  Short-horn  cattle,  and  the  other  in 
Kalamo  Township,  which  is  mostly  used  for  raising 
farm  products.  The  Doctor  gives  personal  atten- 
tion to  his  various  enterprises,  and  is  accounted  one 
of  our  most  successful  business  men. 

Dr.  Merritt  was  born  in  Canandaigua,  Ontario 
County,  N.  Y.,  November  5,  1850.  He  is  a  son  of 
John  and  Laura  (Greene)  Merritt,  who  were  na- 
tives respectively  of  Pennsylvania  and  New  York. 
The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a  resi- 
dent of  Pennsylvania  in  early  life,  and  later  re- 
moved from  there  to  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  followed  farming  the  remainder  of  his  days. 
The  father  of  our  subject  spent  his  boyhood  on  his 
father's  farm.  He  was  married  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  and  continued  to  live  in  Ontario  County 
until  1866,  when  he  came  to  Michigan  with  his 
family.  He  bought  a  farm  in  Cambria  Township, 
Hillsdale  County,  and  dwelt  thereon  until  his  re- 
moval to  this  county,  where  he  made  his  home  on 
a  farm  that  he  purchased  in  Kalamo  Township  until 
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his  death.  His  wife  died  in  1888  while  on  a  visit 
to  a  daughter  in  Hillsdale  County.  They  reared 
six  children  to  honorable  lives. 

Our  subject  gained  his  early  education  in  the 
district  school  and  the  High  School  at  Charlotte. 
He  thus  laid  a  good  foundation  for  his  professional 
studies,  which  he  began  under  the  instruction  of 
Dr.  P.  D.  Patterson.  In  the  winter  of  1875-76  he 
attended  medical  lectures  at  the  State  University 
at  Ann  Arbor,  and  in  the  winters  of  1876-77, 
1877-78  he  was  a  student  at  the  Medical  College  at 
Detroit,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  the  class 
of  1878.  After  leaving  college  he  opened  an  office 
at  Charlotte  and  entered  upon  a  professional  ca- 
reer of  much  promise,  but  at  the  end  of  two  years 
he  was  obliged  to  give  up  his  practice  on  account 
of  failing  eye-sight. 

Having  abandoned  his  profession,  the  Doctor 
established  himself  as  a  druggist,  and  was  thus  en- 
gaged until  1885,  when  he  sold  his  store,  and  in 
1887  he  bought  an  interest  in  the  hardware  busi- 
ness which  he  is  still  prosperously  carrying  on  with 
Mr.  Barber.  They  have  a  large  and  well-fitted  up 
establishment,  carrying  an  extensive  stock  of  hard- 
ware, stoves,  cutlery,  etc.,  and  command  a  good 
trade  that  brings  them  in  a  handsome  income. 
Their  business  is  conducted  in  an  honorable, 
straightforward  manner,  with  a  careful  attention  to 
details,  and  after  the  best  methods,  so  that  the 
prosperity  that  has  resulted  to  the  firm  is  well  de- 
served. 

Our  subject  is  eminently  happy  in  his  domestic 
life,  as  by  his  marriage  in  1878  to  Miss  Sarah  E. 
Cushing  he  secured  a  true  wife  who  is  devoted  to 
his  interests,  and  in  their  pleasant  home  a  daughter 
has  been  born  to  them,  whom  they  have  named 
F.  Gail.  Mrs.  Merritt  is  a  native  of  Brewer  ton, 
Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Cortes  Cushing. 

Doctor  Merritt  is  a  man  of  high  reputation  not 
only  in  business  circles,  but  a?  a  true  gentleman, 
whose  courtesy  and  kindly  consideration  for  others 
have  won  him  many  warm  friends,  and  whose  cul- 
ture and  progressive  Christian  spirit  have  been  in- 
fluential in  elevating  the  moral  and  religious  status 
of  the  city,  in  whose  welfare  he  is  earnestly  inter- 
ested and  seeks  in  every  way  to  advance.     He    is 


public-spirited  and  his  name  is  identified  with  vari- 
ous schemes  to  promote  the  material  prosperity  of 
this  section.  He  is  a  Director  in  the  County  Fair 
Association,  and  is  a  Director  of  the  Merchants' 
National  Bank.  He  is  well-known  in  social  circles 
as  a  member  of  the  following  organizations:  Char- 
lotte Lodge,  No.  120,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.;  and  the  Uni- 
formed Rank  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  and 
his  wife  are  prominent  members  of  the  Universalist 
Church,  and  have  always  been  among  the  foremost 
in  its  every  good  work  since  they  connected  them- 
selves with  it.  The  Doctor  is  a  Trustee  of  the 
Universalist  State  Association,  and  a  Director  and 
Treasurer  of  the  Universalist  Resort  Association, 
the  resort  being  located  on  Grand  Traverse  Bay. 

• »{^3 


^f)  OSEPH  D.  NOBLE,  who  is  numbered  among 
the  pioneers  of  Eaton  County,  was  born 
in  Blandford,  Mass.,  May  17,  1810.  His 
parents,  Solomon  and  Lois  (Thomas )  Noble, 
were  born  in  1758  and  1763  respectively,  and  were 
married  in  Massachusetts  At  the  age  of  five  years 
our  subject  was  taken  by  his  parents  to  Cortland 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  passed  his  youth  and  where 
his  parents  spent  their  remaining  years,  dying  full 
of  years  and  honor. 

Twelve  children  were  born  to  Solomon  Noble 
and  his  good  wife,  as  follows:  Quartus,  born  No- 
vember 17,  1790;  Minerva,  October 23, 1792;  Solo- 
mon, March  12,  1795;  Lois,  February  25,  1797;  Eli, 
June  27,  1799;  Charles  T.,  July  18,  1801;  Avory, 
November  3,  1803;  Bethiah,  December  17,  1805; 
Chester  C,  September  16,  1807;  Joseph  D.,  of  this 
sketch;  Maria  P.,  August  20,  1813,  and  Melissa  H., 
August  3,  1816.  Three  alone  now  survive — Maria, 
Chester  and  our  subject. 

In  Crawford  County,  N.  Y.,  Joseph  D.  Noble 
received  his  education  in  the  common  schools.  He 
was  married  on  the  9th  of  November,  1833,  in 
Tompkins  County,  N.  Y.,  and  of  this  union  eight 
children  were  born,  namely:  Mary  H.,  who  wa* 
married  to  Henry  Schoonmaker,  and  after  his  death 
became  the  wife  of  Abel  G.  Stoddard,  is  now  Mr>. 
Samuel  Walter,  of  Hamlin  Township;  Adejaifk  S 
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married  Isaac  C.  Smith,  and  after  his  death  became 
the  wife  of  H.  C.  Noiton,  of  Eaton  Rapids;  Wells 
H.  died  in  childhood;  Eugene  C.  enlisted  in  the 
Civil  War  and  died  in  Perry ville,  Ky.,  November 
5,  1  #62,  from,  wounds  received  in  the  shoulder; 
Luna'A.i  is  the  wife  of  David  J.  Bradford,  of  Ham- 
in  Township;  John  enlisted  in  the  Eighth  Michi- 
gan Cavalrj%  and  lost  his  life  in  the  explosion  of 
the  •'Sultana;"  George  B.  enlisted  in  the  Eighth 
Michigan  Cavalry,  and  served  honorably  until  the 
close  of"  the  war,  and Js  no^v  a  resident  of  Eaton 
Rapids;  EmmaH.  died  at  the  age  of  thirteen  years. 
Mrs.  Noble,  who] was  a  consistent  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  a  noble  Christian 
woman,  died  April  21,  1861. 

Mr.  Noble  emigrated  to  Eaton  Countj^  in  1845, 
and  settled  in  Spicerville.  He  has  witnessed  many 
changes  and  has  been  no  unimportant  factor  in  the 
development  of  this  section  from  the  primeval  con- 
dition of  nature  to  one  of  the  finest-improved  por- 
tions of  J,he  State.]  He  served  the  citizens  in  many 
ways,  and  was  Highway  Commissioner  in  1848,  but 
resigned  after  the  township  was  organized. 


'fp^LMER  C.  SWIFT.  This  gentleman  is  ear- 
on  farm  work  in  Kalamo  Township, 
Caton  County,  on  a  farm  comprising  one 
hundred  and  forty-five  acres.  His  property  con- 
sists of  fifteen  acres  on  section  5,  twenty  on  section 
9,  and  one  hundred  and  ten  on  section  6.  All  but 
fifteen  acres  was  bought  by  him  in  April,  1887, 
and  the  small  tract  was  afterward  purchased.  He 
has  improved  the  property,  hewing  down  trees  and 
shipping  wood  from  Nashville,  sending  as  much  as 
four  car-loads  a  year,  and  has  put  substantial 
fences  and  buildings  upon  it.  Forty-five  acres  is 
It* ft  in  woods  and  pasture,  but  the  rest  is  under 
cultivation.  Mr.  Swift  keeps  good  grades  of  cat- 
tle, hogs  and  draft  horses,  has  his  farm  well  sup- 
plied with  convenient  machinery  and  utensils  and 
carries  on  his  woik  systematically. 

Grandfather  Swift,  whose  given  name  was   Reu- 
j,  was  born  in  New  York,  and  came  to  this  State 


in  1837.  He  spent  a  year  in  Wayne  County,  and 
one  in  Kalamazoo,  and  in  1839  located  in  Bellevue 
Township,  Eaton  County,  but  later  came  to  Kal- 
amo Township.  Here  he  died  when  seventy-three 
years  old.  He  had  improved  property  in  both 
townships,  and  his  son,  Preston,  who  was  eleven 
years  old  when  the  family  came  hither,  also  im- 
proved farms  in  Belle vuejand  Kalamo  Townships. 
The  latter  was  a  successful  farmer,  and  when  he 
died  held  the  title  to  one  hundred  acres  of  im- 
proved land.  His  demise  occurred  on  the  3d  of 
April,  1887,  when  he  was  fifty-seven  years  old. 
He  was  a  stanch  Republican,  and  held  local 
offices,  including  that  of  Justice  of  the  Peace.  His 
wife  was  born,  like  himself,  in  New  York,  and  her 
maiden  name  was  Maria  J.  Brooks.  Her  father 
came  to  this  State  in  the  '50s  and  is  now  living 
with  a  daughter,  Mrs.  J.  Bradley,  in  Walton,  aged 
eighty -seven  years.  Mrs.  Swift  died  in  May  11, 
1866,  when  fifty-six  years  old;  she  belonged  to 
the  Christian  Church.  She  reared  three  children, 
thesecond  of  whom  is  our  subject.  The  first-born  is 
the  Hon.  Alden  B.  Swift,  a  farmer  living  in  Kalamo 
Township,  and  a  member  of  the  Legislature.  The 
youngest  is  Albertis  P.,  whose  home  is  on  section 
26,  Kalamo  Township. 

The  natal  day  of  our  subject  was  November  19, 
1856,  and  his  birthplace  Bellevue  Township,  Eaton 
County.  He  was  reared  there  and  in  Kalamo 
Township  amid  the  surroundings  of  farm  life,  and 
when  only  a  boy  helped  to  clear  off  the  land  his 
father  owned.  His  education  wras  obtained  in  the 
district  school  which  he  attended  only  during  the 
winter  months  after  he  was  eleven  years  old.  When 
of  age  he  began  teaching  winter  schools,  his  first 
being  in  Maple  Grove,  and  the  six  years  following 
being  spent  in  Kalamo  and  Bellevue  Townships. 
He  had  eighty  acres  of  land  on  which  he  spent  the 
summer  months,  making  clearings  and  various  im- 
provements. It  was  choice  farm  land,  and  after  a 
time  he  added  to  the  acreage,  then  sold  off  a  small 
tract  and  again  bought,  so  that  during  his  last  years 
there  he  had  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  He 
made  it  his  home  for  some  time  prior  to  becoming 
the  possessor  of  his  present  property. 

In  Kalamo  Township,  September  19,  1882,  Mr. 
Swift  was  married  to  Miss  Amelia  Brace,  daughter 
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of  L.  H.  and  Harriet  (Robins)   Brace.     She  was 
born  near  Cambria,  Niagara  County,  N.Y.,  August 
6,  1862,  and  came  to  this  State  in   1873.     When 
seventeen  years  old  she  entered  upon  the  profession 
of  teaching,  and  carried  on  her  work  four  seasons. 
Her  mind  is  cultured,  her  manners  pleasing,  and 
her  character  that  of  an  humble  Christian,  she  be- 
ing a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
at  Kalamo.     She  has  borne  her  husband  two  chil- 
dren, Ethel  and  Erma.     The  parents  of  Mrs.  Swift 
were  born  in  New  York,  and  her  paternal  grandfa- 
ther was  a  native  of  the  same  State.    He  was  a  sol- 
dier in  the  War  of  1812,  ard  was  the  son  of  natives 
of  New  England.     The  maternal  grand  father  was 
a  Green  Mountain  boy,  and  was  a  mail-carrier  and 
stage  driver  in  his  native  State,  and  later  a  farmer 
in  New  York,  and  then   a  merchant.     The  parents 
of  Mrs.  Swift  came  to  this  State  in  June,  1873,  and 
are  now  located  on  a  farm  in   Kalamo  Township. 
Mr.  Brace   was   a   farmer  and  carpenter  in  New 
York  but  here  he  has  given   his  attention  almost 
entirely  to  agriculture.     Besides   Mrs.  Swift,   his 
children  are  Clara,  Mrs.   Mead  of  Kalamo  Town- 
ship, and  Bessie,  the  latter  of  whom  was  born  in 
Kalamo,  May  9,  1874,  and  is  still  at  home. 

In  the  spring  of  1890  Mr.  Swift  was  elected 
Township  Treasurer,  and  he  is  now  discharging  the 
duties  of  that  office.  He  was  Justice  of  the  Peace 
from  1886  to  1889.  He  belongs  to  a  Masonic 
lodge  in  Kalamo,  and  is  identified  with  the  Patrons 
of  Industry,  in  which  order  he  has  been  President 
and  Secretary,  and  is  now  Treasurer.  He  gives  his 
political  allegiance  to  the  Republican  party,  and  has 
been  a  delegate  to  county  conventions.  He  is  a 
man  of  unswerving  integrity,  and  is  justly  respected 
by  his  fellow-men. 
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ORENZO  P.  NOVISS.  Among  the  younger 
farmers  in  Eaton  County  a   good   station 

^ has  been  attained  by  the  gentleman  above 

named,  whose  career  in  life  has  been  marked  by 
energy,  prudence  and  persistent  efforts.  His  labors 
have  resulted  in  the  attainment  of  a  good  farm  on 
section  36,  Brookfield  Township.     He  ranks  among 


the  foremost  grain  and  stock  raisers  in  the  State  of 
Michigan.  On  his  farm  may  be  found  stock  of  the 
best  breeds  that  will  compare  favorably  with  those 
from  any  other  section.  He  is  the  son  of  George 
and  Sylvia  (Byron)  Noviss,  who  were  married  in 
1843.  He  is  a  native  of  Calhoun  County,  this 
State,  and  born  June  18,  1844. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  farmer  by  occu- 
pation and  a  native  of  England,  emigrating  to 
America  while  still  in  his  teens,  and  working  at 
Palmyra,  N.  Y.,  for  a  short  time.  Subsequently 
he  came  west  to  Michigan  and  located  in  Clarence 
Township,  Calhoun  County,  in  1832,  where  he  en- 
tered, cleared  and  improved  a  large  farm.  At  the 
time  Mr.  Noviss  settled  upon  his  farm  bears  and 
wolves  roamed  through  the  forests  and  proved  very 
troublesome  to.  the  settlers,  carrying  off  the  hogs 
and  necessitating  a  close  watch  being  kept  on  the 
children,  who  were  not  allowed  out  of  sight  of 
home.  He  hauled  his  produce  with  an  ox-team  to 
Ann  Arbor  and  brought  back  groceries  and  pro- 
visions. At  that  time  the  town  of  Jackson  con- 
tained only  two  houses.  For  many  years  prior  to 
his  death,  which  occurred  December  24,  1888,  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  The  mother, 
a  native  of  New  York,  born  in  1828,  is  still  living. 
She  was  the  mother  of  nine  children,  eight  of 
whom  are  living. 

The  early  boyhood  of  Mr.  Noviss  was  spent  on 
his  father's  farm,  where  he  attended  school  until  he 
was  fourteen  years  old.  He  began  the  business  of 
threshing  when  but  twenty  years  old  and  continued 
in  this  work  for  a  considerable  length  of  time.  He 
served  his  country  in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  for 
one  year,  enlisting  August  30,  1864,  in  the  Ninth 
Michigan  Infantry,  where  he  served  in  the  Quar- 
termaster's Department.  He  was  mustered  out 
May  13,  1865.  After  his  return  from  the  service 
he  removed  to  Brookfield  Township,  Eaton  County, 
where  he  purchased  land  and  engaged  in  agricul- 
tural pursuits  for  nearly  four  years.  He  then  re- 
moved and  located  on  the  section  where  he  now 
lives.  This  section  was  wild  land,  but  he  has 
cleared  and  improved  it  and  brought  it  to  its  pres- 
ent state  of  fertility. 

The  marriage  ceremony  which  united   the  for* 
tunes  of  Mr,  Noviss  with  those  of   Miss  Harriet 
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Porter,  occurred  November  7,  1869.     Mrs.  Noviss 
was  a  resident  of  Hillsdale    County  and  was  the 
mother  of  two  children,  who  survive  her,  she  hav- 
ing died  January  20,    1877.     The   names  of  the 
children  are  Harry  and  Robert.     Our  subject  was 
remarried  August  19,  1877,  to  Marie  York,  a  na- 
tive of  New  York,  born  in  1856.     By  this  marriage 
he  is  the  father  of  four  children — Pearl  (deceased), 
Vera  and  Veva  (twins)  and   Grace.     Socially  he  is 
a  member  of  the  United  Workmen  and  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic.   In  politics  he  casts  his  vote 
wilh  the  Republican  party.     He  owns  two  hundred 
and  forty  acres  of  land  which  is  cultivated  after  the 
most  improved  methods.    His  buildings  are  modern 
and  his  home  is  a  fine  and   substantial  one.     Mr. 
Noviss  is  a  self-made  man  and  a  shrewd  and  intel- 
ligent farmer.     A  peaceable  and  law-abiding  citi- 
zen and  one  who  is  kindly  in   his  associations  with 
his  neighbors,  he  is  deserving  of  the  respect  and 
esteem  with  which  he  is  regarded  in  the  commu- 
nity of  which   he  is  a    member.     He    has  always 
shown  a  progressive  spirit  and  has  done  as  much 
as  any  other  man  to  advance  the  agricultural  inter- 
ests of  the  county. 


^ILLIAM  O.  LOWDEN  is  one  of  the  young 
members  of  the  legal  profession  now  prac- 
ticing in  Hastings  who  have  already  made 
a  name  and  a  place  for  themselves  among  the 
many  able  lawyers  of  the  city.  He  is  thought  to 
have  a  brilliant  future  before  him.  and  if  studious- 
ness,  determination  and  genius  of  hard  work  are 
factors  in  such  a  result,  then  is  Mr.  Lowden  as- 
sured of  attaining  it.  He  is  now  Prosecuting  At- 
torney, a  position  to  which  the  people  of  Barry 
County  elected  him  in  1890.  Mr.  Lowden  is  a 
native  of  this  county,  born  July  17,  1861,  and 
his  parents,  William  and  Laura  J.  (Stout)  Lowden, 
were  born  in  Lenawee  County.  Their  family  con- 
sisted of  six  sons  and  daughters,  named  respect- 
ively: Alpharetta,  Arabelle,  Lenora,  William  O., 
Lionel  and  Arthur.  Arabelle  is  Mrs.  John  Shep- 
pert. 

The  grandfather   of   our   subject   was   William 


Lowden,  a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  who  came 
to  Lenawee  County,  Mich.,  in  the  first  opening  up 
of  that  section,  and  there  carried  on  agricultural 
work  until  his  death.  He  was  the  father  of  ten 
children  and  lost  two  sons  during  the  Civil  War, 
one  dying  in  Libby  prison  and  the  other  being 
shot.  Those  who  are  still  living  are:  Lafayette, 
William,  Thomas,  Jefferson,  Mary  A.,  Ellen,  Nancy 
and  Daniel.  Of  this  family  William  learned  the 
trade  of  a  wagonmaker  and  followed  it  in  Lenawee 
County  until  1855.  He  then  came  to  Barry  County 
and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Thorn  Apple  Township 
where,  in  connection  with  tilling  the  soil,  he 
worked  at  the  wagon-making  business  until  1875. 
In  1869  he  was  bereft  of  his  companion  and  his 
children  were  deprived  of  a  kind  and  affectionate 
mother. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  sketch  assisted 
his  father  on  the  farm  and  in  the  shop  during  his 
youth,  and  in  the  meantime  acquired   a  thorough 
understanding   of   the    common-school    branches. 
When  he  had  attained  to  his  majority   he  left  the 
parental  home  and  began  to  work  out  on  a  farm 
by  the  month.     He  continued  this   two    seasons, 
spending  the  winters  in  prosecuting  higher  studies 
in  the  high  school  at  Middleville,   from   which  he 
was  graduated  in  1885.     He  then  entered  the   law 
offie  of  Carveth  &  Hendrick,  in  the   same  town, 
and  read   under  their  guidance  until    November. 
The  winter  was  spent  by  Mr.  Lowden  in  teaching 
in  Kent  County,  and  when  his  term  was  finished  h& 
returned  to  Middleville  and  took  charge  of   the 
grammar  department  of  the  public  school.     For  a 
short  time    longer    he   continued   his   pedagogical 
work,  then  re-entered  the  law  office  of  his  former 
preceptors   and    continued    his   legal    studies.     In 
1887  he  was  admitted  to  practice,  but  not  feeling 
satisfied  with  his  knowledge  he  went  to  Ann  Arbor 
and  entered  the  Law  School,  from  which   he  was 
graduated  in  June,  1888.     In  August  of  the  same 
year  he  accepted  a  position  with  the  firm  of  Stuart, 
Knappen    &    Van    Armen,    remaining   about    two 
years.     He  opened  an  office  alone  in  July,   1890, 
since  which  time  he  has    been    actively   engaged 
in  professional  work. 

The  graces  of  mind  and  heart  possessed  by  Miss 
Trudie  Clark,  of  Lcighton,  Allegan   County,  won 
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the  deep  regard  of  Mr.  Lowden,  and  after  a  suc- 
cessful wooing  he  won  her  for  his  wife  in  1889. 
Mrs.  Lowden  is  a  daughter  of  James  and  Elsie 
Clark  who  are  old  settlers  of  this  State.  She  is  a 
well-informed  and  courteous  lady,  with  a  Christian 
character  and  a  sympathetic  nature.  She  and  her 
husband  belong  to  the  Baptist  Church  and  teach 
classes  in  the  Sunday-school.  Mr.  Lowden  is  one 
of  the  Trustees  of  the  society.  In  exercising  the 
right  of  suffrage  he  uses  a  Prohibition  ticket.  He 
has  been  School  Inspector  for  Thorn  Apple  Town- 
ship four  years.  Combining,  as  he  does,  traits  de- 
rived from  two  marked  nationalities — the  Irish  and 
Scotch— he  manifests  in  his  professional  work  the 
quick  wit  of  the  one  and  the  persistence  of  the 
other.  His  legal  knowledge  and  forensic  ability 
are  noted  by  all  who  frequent  the  courts,  and  his 
genial  nature  and  upright  life  add  to  the  reputa- 
tion which  he  bears. 
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[LBERT  J.  SEBRING.  The  traveler  in 
Eaton  County  will  see  many  well-regulated 
farms,  but  none  that  are  in  better  shape 
than  that  owned  and  operated  by  the 
above-named  gentleman.  It  is  favorably  located 
on  section  16,  Roxana  Township,  and  its  naturally 
fertile  soil  has  been  brought  to  a  high  degree  of 
productiveness  by  careful  and  intelligent  manage- 
ment. A  large,  substantial  farmhouse,  well  finished 
and  furnished  throughout  and  giving  evidence  of 
the  presence  of  refined  womanhood,  is  the  chief 
building  upon  the  estate.  Near  at  hand  are  ade- 
quate barns,  granaries  and  sheds,  the  barns  being 
particularly  noticeable  on  account  of  their  evident 
fitness  for  their  purpose. 

The  immediate  progenitors  of  our  subject  were 
Perry  and  Dorcas  (Jewell)  Sebring,  natives  of  New 
York  and  the  former  born  in  1819.  He  came  to 
this  State  in  an  early  day  and  settled  on  a  farm  in 
Hillsdale  County,  where  tie  breathed  his  last  De- 
cember 6,  1882.  He  did  efficient  service  as  Super- 
visor and  Treasurer  of  Cambria  Township,  serving 
for  several  years.  His  religions  belief  was  that 
expressed  by  the  creed  of  the  Universalist  Church. 


His  good  wife  was  removed  by  death  May  10, 
1865,  after  having  borne  seven  children,  five  of 
whom  are  living. 

The  natal  day  of  the  gentleman  whose  name  in- 
troduces these  paragraphs  was  November  13,1852, 
and  his  birthplace  Hillsdale  County,  this  State. 
Born  and  reared  on  a  farm,  he  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  district  school,  and  by  his  parents  was 
guided  in  habits  of  usefulness  and  morality.  He 
remained  with  his  father  until  he  was  of  age,  then 
rented  land  and  began  farming  for  himself.  He 
continued  to  rent  land  about  nine  years,  and  dur- 
ing that  period  bought  a  small  farm  in  the  vicinity 
but  did  not  take  possession  of  it.  He  sold  the 
property  in  1884  and  came  to  Eaton  County,  buy- 
ing the  farm  on  which  he  has  since  lived.  It  con- 
sists of  eighty  acres  and  is  the  scene  of  such  good 
work  that  Mr.  Sebring  is  considered  one  of  the 
rising  young  agriculturists  of  the  township.  He 
raises  all  kinds  of  stock,  as  well  as  the  cereals  for 
which  the  soil  and  climate  are  adapted  and  the 
more  important  vegetables. 

The  wife  of  Mr.  Sebring  was  known  in  her  mai- 
denhood as  Miss  Jennie  Potter,  and  was  born  in 
Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  September  16,  1858. 
Her  parents,  John  and  Mary  (Preston)  Potter,  na- 
tives of  New  York,  came  to  this  State  in  June, 
1869,  and  established  their  home  in  Hillsdale 
County.  They  are  still  living  on  their  farm  in  this 
township.  They  are  members  of  the  Advent 
Church.  Their  daughter  was  well  reared,  given 
good  schooling,  and  by  every  means  in  their  power 
fitted  for  the  position  of  homekeeper.  Her  mar- 
riage was  solemnized  at  her  home -February  20, 
1876,  and  to  her  and  her  husband  two  children 
have  come — Flovd  L.  and  Eva.  The  first-born  is 
deceased. 

The  political  allegiance  of  Mr.  Sebring  is  given 
to  Republican  principles  and  he  has  been  a  dele- 
gate to  various  conventions.  He  is  very  well  in- 
formed on  the  issues  of  the  day  and  the  history  of 
the  parties,  as  well  as  on  other  topics  of  general 
interest.  He  is  now  serving  his  second  term  as 
Township  Treasurer.  The  first  elevator  in  Mulli- 
ken  was  built  by  him  and  F.  A.  Whelply,  and  dur- 
ing the  winter  of  1886-87  he  had  charge  of  the 
general  merchandise  store  of  William    Crane,  in 
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Hoytville.  The  year  previous  he  clerked  in  the 
store  of  Oliver  Hallady  in  the  same  place.  As  he 
began  his  business  career  with  but  limited  means, 
he  is  deserving  of  credit  for  the  position  he  holds 
among  the  landowners  of  this  section,  and  his  per- 
sonal reputation  is  equally  creditable. 

p^HERON  E.  MOYER.  A  well-regulated 
estate  consisting  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land  in  Roxana  Township,  Eaton 
County,  is  the  scene  of  the  successful  labors  of 
Mr.  Moyer.  All  kinds  of  grain  and  stock  are 
raised  by  the  proprietor  of  this  farm,  and  he  has 
fitted  up  the  place  with  a  complete  line  of  substan- 
tial edifices,  crowning  the  whole  in  1880  with  a  fine 
large  dwelling  of  pleasing  design.  The  entire  tract 
of  land  was  brought  to  its  present  condition  by 
Mr.  Moyer,  who  has  been  energetic  and  untiring  in 
his  efforts  to  advance  the  fortunes  of  himself  and 
family  and  add  to  the  value  of  the  county  as  a 
place  of  residence. 

In  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1812,  Henry  A. 
Moyer,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  and  lived 
until  nearly  of  age.  He  then  came  West  and  took 
his  place  among  the  early  settlers  in  Washtenaw 
County,  this  State,  where  he  remained  six  years. 
He  came  to  Eaton  County  in  1838,  entered  land  in 
Roxana  Township  and  built  upon  it  a  log  cabin. 
Around  it  he  cleared  and  improved  a  fine  farm, 
doing  the  work  with  oxen  as  was  the  universal 
custom.  The  people  of  the  vicinity  went  to  Jackson 
or  Battle  Creek  for  supplies  and  to  Marshall  or 
Bellevue  for  their  milling.  Mr.  Moyer  held  the 
office  of  Township  Supervisor  and  was  an  active 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church;  he 
died  in  1856  in  middle  life,  being  not  yet  fifty 
years  old.  His  wife,  formerly  Sabria  Reynolds, 
has  reached  her  seventy-eighth  year  and  is  now 
living  in  Vermontville.  She  is  a  native  of  the 
Empire  State  and  is  a  most  estimable  woman.  She 
hss  been  identified  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  for^many  years. 

The  subject  of  this  life  history  is  one  of  five 
living  children  of  the  seven  who  were  born  to  his 


parents.  His  birthplace  was  a  log  house  in  Wash- 
tenaw County  and  his  natal  day  August  21,  1838* 
He  was  reared  to  farm  life  and  received  such  an 
education  as  was  possible  during  a  three  months' 
session  in  the  winter.  At  an  early  age  he  began  to 
assist  his  father  in  farm  work  and  by  degrees  he 
became  thoroughly  acquainted  with  its  varied  de- 
tails. He  remained  under  the  parental  roof  until 
he  was  twenty-three  years  old,  then  located  on 
section  32,  his  first  work  being  to  clear  a  space  in 
which  to  build  a  log  house.  The  tract  was  covered 
with  a  heavy  forest  and  the  woods  were  full  of 
wild  game  and  were  occasionally  traversed  by  In- 
dians. The  once  wild  region  is  now  a  beautiful 
expanse,  where  fields  of  waving  grain,  green  pas- 
tures and  fruitful  orchards  show  the  civilizing 
hand  of  man. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Moyer  to  Miss  Margaret  A. 
Cramer  was  solemnized  at  the  bride's  home  De- 
cember 24,  1861.  She  was  born  in  Roxana  Town- 
ship in  1841,  her  parents  being  Stephen  and  Mary 
A.  (Boyer)  Cramer.  That  honest  couple  were  na- 
tives of  New  York  and  were  among  the  early  set- 
tlers in  Eaton  County.  They  entered  into  rest  in 
1884  and  1886  respectively,  cheered  in  their  dying 
hours  by  the  Christian's  hope,  both  being  members 
of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Church.  Their  daughter, 
Mrs.  Moyer,  breathed  her  last  April  19,  1878,  leav- 
ing three  children — Stella.  Leon  I.  and  Maude  Z. 

After  having  remained  a  widower  until  July  10, 
1880,  Mr.  Moyer  was  again  married,  having  won 
for  his  wife  Miss  Norah  L.  Maxson.  This  lady 
was  born  in  Chester  Township,  Eaton  County, 
May  10,  1851,  and  is  one  of  the  twelve  children 
born  to  Roswell  R.  and  Lucia  (Eastman)  Maxson. 
She  was  a  teacher  by  occupation  for  ten  years  prior 
to  her  marriage.  Her  parents  were  natives  of  New 
York,  but  prior  to  their  removal  to  this  State  had 
lived  in  Canada.  Upon  coming  here  they  settled 
in  Ingham  County,  but  after  a  short  time  changed 
their  location  to  what  has  become  known  as  Max- 
son's  Corners  on  the  north  line  of  Chester  Township, 
Eaton  County.  Mrs.  Maxson  died  in  1856  and 
Mr.  Maxson  in  1882.  Three  of  their  children  are 
deceased. 

Mr.  Moyer  has  been  a  delegate  to  county,  dis- 
trict and  State  conventions,  representing  the  Re- 
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publican  party.  In  1874  he  was  elected  Township 
Supervisor  and  held  the  office  six  years  in  succes- 
sion. In  the  spring  of  1890  he  was  again  elected 
and  is  now  holding  the  office.  He  is  a  man  of 
domestic  habits,  finding  his  chief  enjoyment  in  the 
bosom  of  his  family,  but  ready  when  occasion  de- 
mands to  serve  his  fellows  by  kindly  association 
and  good  deeds. 


^€ 


3* 


/p^EORGE  W.  SULLIVAN,  is  a  resident  of 
j/(  c_  Eaton  County  and  a  native  of  Michigan, 
^3s(  born  in  Washtenaw  County  on  the  25th  of 
December,  1836.  His  father,  William  M.  Sullivan, 
went  to  Ohio  when  a  boy  from  Virginia,  where  he 
grew  to  manhood.  He  then  studied  for  the  minis- 
try in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  was 
what  in  those  days  was  called  a  traveling  preacher, 
preaching  for  some  years  in  Ohio  at  Sandusky. 
From  that  city  he  removed  to  Michigan  when 
that  State  was  yet  a  Territory,  and  settling  in  the 
county  of  Washtenaw  he  met  and  married  Harriet 
B.  Bennett,  a  native  of  Batavia,  N.  Y.  He  then 
.traveled  over  a  large  circuit  and  had  quite  a  won- 
derful experience  among  the  pioneer  settlers  of 
that  territory.  He  was  a  man  of  strong  and  firm 
principles,  and  believing  slavery  to  be  wrong  took 
a  decided  stand  against  it.  Owing  to  the  ground 
taken  by  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  on  the 
subject  of  slavery,  he  withdrew  from  that  denomi- 
nation, joining  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church. 
He  was  pastor  of  a  congregation  of  the  Wesleyan 
denomination  for  some  years.  During  the  latter 
years  of  his  life  he  took  a  great  interest  in  the 
college  at  Leoni,  Mich.  He  died  about  the  year 
1870,  at  the  age  of  sixty-one  years.  The  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  William  S.,  a  native  of  Vir- 
ginia, came  to  Ohio  in  his  early  days.  He  followed 
the  business  of  tailoring,  residing  in  that  State  the 
remainder  of  his  life. 

Besides  receiving  a  common-school  education 
our  subject  attended  college  at  Leoni,  Mich.  It 
was  not  until  near  the  close  of  the  rebellion  that 
Mr.  Sullivan  concluded  to  enter  the  army.  He  en- 
listed March  22,  1865,  in  the  Twenty-fourth  Mich- 


igan Infantry.  He  was  mustered  out  at  Detroit 
and  established  himself  at  Lansing,  engaging  in 
the  restaurant  business.  In  1867  he  removed  to 
Roxana  Township,  Eaton  County,  where  he  pur- 
chased an  improved  farm,  to  which  he  has  added 
much,  making  it  ;one  of  the  most  valuable  and 
attractive  in  this  section  of  the  county. 

Until  the  year  1872  Mr.  Sullivan  lived  in  single 
blessedness,  but  believing  it  to  be  true  that  it  is 
not  best  "for  man  to  live  alone"  took  unto  himself 
a  helpmate,  Miss  Mary  A.  Beeraan.  Their  mar- 
riage was  solemnized  April  11.  Mrs.  Sullivan  is 
a  native  of  New  York,  born  June  9,  1848,  and  is 
the  daughter  of  Gilbert  H.  and  Phoebe  Beeman. 
Her  parents  came  to  Michigan  in  1855,  and  con- 
tinued to  make  that  State  their  home.  The  father 
is  still  living;  the  mother  died  February  8,  1891. 
They  were  the  parents  of  five  children.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Sullivan  have  two  children — L.  Vernon  and 
Anna  Pearl.  Mrs.  Sullivan's  father  filled  some 
prominent  offices  in  Jackson  County,  having  been 
Clerk,  Constable  and  Postmaster  at  Leoni.  He 
was  a  man  of  means,  owning  eighty  acres  of  land 
and  a  store  at  Leoni,  and  was  a  railroad  agent 
and  express  agent  at  the  same  place. 

In  the  spring  of  1865  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  stationed  at  Camp  Butler,  near  Springfield, 
111.,  at  which  time  he  acted  as  Guard  of  Honor  at 
the  burial  of  Lincoln.  During  nearly  all  of  the 
time  while  in  camp  Mr.  Sullivan  acted  as  Clerk. 
He  commemorates  his  life  as  a  soldier  by  his  con- 
nection with  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  He 
is  one  of  the  highly  respected  and  well-known  citi- 
zens of  Eaton  County. 


y^  ILL  I  AM  ROOT.  The  name  of  this 
gentleman  is  well-known  and  honored 
throughout  Eaton  County.  He  is  one  of 
Roxana's  Township  prominent  and  valued  citizens, 
and  has  taken  an  important  part  in  the  political  and 
social  life  of  the  county.  Mr.  Root  was  born  in 
Cuyahoga  County,  Ohio,  August  18,  1836.  He  is 
the  son  of  Joseph  and  Sally  Root,  natives  of  Con- 
necticut.    His  father  came  to  Ohio   in   1781,  and 
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cleared  a  farm  in  the  Western  Reserve.  He  died 
at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-four  years  in  the 
spring  of  1865.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
a  native  of  Connecticut  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary War,  and  of  English  descent.  His  grand- 
mother, Sallie  Maxum  lived  to  even  a  greater  age 
than  her  husband,  dying  December  21,  1878,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-seven  years.  She  was  a  native  of 
the  same  State  as  that  of  her  husband. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write,  spent  his  early 
years  on  a  farm,  attending  the  district  school,  and 
continuing  to  assist  his  father  on  the  homestead 
until  he  was  twenty-two  years.  He  then  began 
work  for  himself,  taking  odd  jobs,  and  working  by 
the  month  and  continued  to  so  work  for  a  consider- 
able time.  The  patriotism  which  animated  the 
hearts  of  most  young  men  of  those  days,  induced 
him  to  join  the  Union  army.  He  enlisted  in  the 
spring  of  1862  in  the  Twenty-third  Ohio  Infantry, 
under  Col.  R.  B.  Hayes.  His  regiment  took  part 
in  the  prominent  battles  that  were  at  Harper's 
Ferry,  South  Mountain,  Anteitam,  Cloud  Mountain, 
Lynchburg,  Winchester,  Cedar  Creek,  besides  as- 
sisting in  many  skirmishes.  He  continued  in  the 
service  until  July,  1865.  During  that  time  he  was 
sick  with  typhoid  fever  in  the  Clarksburg  hospital 
in  Virginia. 

After  he  was  mustered  out  of  the  service,  our 
subject  returned  to  Ohio  and  engaged  in  farming, 
during  a  period  of  eight  years.  He  came  to  Eaton 
County,  Mich.,  in  1873  and  purchased  land  in 
Roxana  Township.  By  his  marriage  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  Ingram  he  secured  a  noble  wife  who  has 
well  and  ably  aided  him  in  making  their  home  so 
prosperous.  Mrs.  Root  was  a  native  of  England 
born  September  21,  1848,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
William  and  Eliza  Ingram,  natives  of  the  same 
country.  They  came  to  America  in  1850,  locating 
at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  the  father  engaged  in 
carpentering.  He  died  May  6,  1884.  The  mother 
is  still  living  in  Cleveland.  She  was  the  mother  of 
ten  children,  five  of  whom  are  still  living. 

Our  subject  and  his  amiable  wife  are  the  parents 
of  nine  children,  George  W.,  Ida  E.,  Liilie  M..  E. 
Alvira,  Elma  D.,  Leonard  J.,  Ruby,  Freddie  E.,  and 
Alfred  J.  Mr.  Root  is  the  possessor  of  a  large 
tract  of  land,  containing  three  hundred  and   forty 


acres,  which  he  has  brought  to  a  high  state  of  cul- 
tivation. He  engages  extensively  in  the  raising  of 
all  kinds  of  stock.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican. 
He  commemorates  his  army  record  as  a  member  of 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  He  is  a  believer 
in  the  principles  of  Christianity  and  always  works 
actively  in  religious  matters.  He  has  been  the 
architect  of  his  own  fortune,  and  by  industry  and 
great  ability,  has  brought  himself  to  the  prominent 
position  he  now  occupies.  Mr.  Root  was  married 
to  Miss  Sophia  Porter  prior  to  his  enlistment.  Of 
this  union  there  was  one  child,  both  wife  and  child 
dying  while  he  was  in  the  army.  The  wife  had 
been  buried  seven  days  when  he  reached  home. 


+*»* 
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fiTUDGE  D.  G.  ROBINSON,  President  of  the 
Hastings  City  Bank,  was  born  in  Maine 
January  4,  1811,  and  is  the  son  of  Benjamin 
and  Lydia  (Weeks)  Robinson,  natives  re- 
spectively of  Nova  Scotia  and  Maine.  The  pater- 
nal grandfather,  whose  name  was  Joseph,  was  also 
a  native  of  Maine  and  was  a  man  of  splendid  phy- 
sique, about  six  feet  tali,  and  finely  proportioned. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church 
and  followed  the  avocation  of  a  farmer.  His  fam- 
ily comprised  eight  children,  among  them  being 
Benjamin,  who  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  and 
started  out  in  life  for  himself  at  an  early  age.  He 
engaged  in  farming  until  his  death  in  1819,  and 
belonged  to  the  Congregational  Church,  in  the 
faith  of  which  he  died.  He  was  a  Captain  in  the 
State  Militia  and  was  at  one  tinqe  called  out  to  the 
sea  board,  as  it  was  said  the  English  wre  coming 
to  invade  this  country. 

Benjamin  Robinson  was  one  of  four  children; 
his  sisters,  Lydia  W.  and  Louisa  W.  both  married, 
the  former  becoming  Mrs.  Barrows  and  dying  in 
Maine,  while  the  latter,  who  married  a  Mr.  Fern- 
aid,  had  a  family  of  five  children  and  is  now  a  resi- 
dent of  China,  Me.  Benjamin  C,  the  youngest  of 
the  children,  followed  mercantile  pursuits  from 
early  life  until  his  death  in  Augusta,  Me.  Our  sub- 
ject was  one  of  three  children  born  to  his  parents 
and  he  received  a  common-school  education  which 
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commenced  at  the  age  of  four  years.  He  attended 
school  until  he  was  fifteen  years  old™  walking  the 
entire  distance  to  the  schoolhouse  which  was  one 
and  a  quarter  miles  from  his  home.  During  this 
time  when  at  leisure  he  assisted  in  the  farm  work 
and  clerked  in  a  general  store. 

At  the  age  of  fifteen  years  our  subject  left  home 
and  for  four  years  remained  with  Samuel  Homans, 
doing  general  work.  Later  he  clerked  for  two 
years  in  a  store  at  Vassalborough  for  his  uncle 
Elijah  Robinson,  and  was  for  the  same  period  in 
a  dry-goods  store  in  Hallowell,  Me.  The  firm 
with  whom  he  was  working  sent  him  to  St.  Al- 
bans to  take  charge  of  a  general  store,  and  this 
he  conducted  for  two  years,  meeting  with  suc- 
cess in  the  enterprise.  By  taking  charge  of  a  store 
for  three  years  he  had  a  half  interest  in  same,  and 
when  the  store  was  sold  he  remained  for  a  time 
with  the  purchasers.  Next  he  engaged  in  various 
enterprises,  among  them  that  of  taking  charge  of 
the  financial  department  of  a  tannery  house  for  four 
years,  and  afterward  managing  a  store  in  North 
Wayne,  Me. 

In  1848  Judge  Robinson  left  his  native  State  and 
came  to  Barry  County,  Mich.,  and  the  following 
year  his  wife  came  from  his  Eastern  home.  Prior 
to  coming  here  he  had  purchased  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  in  Hastings  Township,  three  miles  from 
the  city,  and  on  this  place  he  remained  a  year  and 
a  half.  He  improved  the  farm,  building  a  log  house 
in  which  the  family  lived  until  their  removal  to 
town.  Upon  locating  in  Hastings  the  Judge  en- 
gaged in  the  mercantile  business  with  Nathan  Bar- 
low, but  after  a  partnership  extending  over  three 
years,  Mr.  Robinson  sold  out  his  interest  and  en- 
gaged with  his  brother-in-law  in  the  same  business 
about  two  years.  Until  1869  Mr.  Robinson  en- 
gaged in  merchandising,  and  has  been  instrumental 
in  building  up  the  city.  In  December,  1886,  he 
became  President  of  the  Hastings  City  Bank,  which 
position  he  still  acceptably  fills. 

Judge  Robinson  was  married  in  1883  to  Miss 
Sarah  B.  Keith  and  of  this  union  one  child  was 
born,  now  Mrs.  Annie  M.  Roberts,  of  Hastings. 
The  mother  died  in  1870  and  the  Judge  married  a 
second  time,  the  bride  on  this  occasion  being  Mrs. 
Belcher,  of  Maine.     They  have  a  pleasant  residence 


on  Jefferson  Street  and  enjoy  the  friendship  of  their 
large  circle  of  acquaintances.  The  Judge  is  a 
Democrat  and  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church, 
having  been  Warden  and  Vestryman  of  the  latter 
since  its  organizafion.  He  is  one  of  the  prominent 
men  of  the  county,  and  has  held  various  official 
positions,  among  them  that  of  County  Judge  from 
1850  to  1852.  He  became  a  member  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  in  Maine  and  the 
following  year  became  a  Mason. 


ffi  OS1AH  WILLIAMS,  M.  D.,  one  of  the  early 
physicians  of  Eaton  County,  was  born  in 
Hartford  County,  Conn.,  and  there  his  early 
childhood  was  passed.  At  the  age  of  six 
years  he  was  brought  by  his  parents  to  Cazenovia, 
Madison  County,  N.  Y.,  and  thence  to  York,  Liv- 
ingston County,  in  the  same  State,  where  he  grew 
to  manhood.  Early  in  life  he  became  a  Christian 
and  joined  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of 
which  he  remained  a  loyal  member  until  his  death. 
In  1832  Dr.  Williams  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Margaret  Jones,  and  in  1839  they  re- 
moved to  Moscow,  kfillsdale  County,  Mich.,  where 
they  sojourned  about  three  years.  In  1843  the 
Doctor  settled  with  his  family  in  Eaton  County,  of 
which  he  became  a  pioneer.  He  was  a  natural 
physician  and  paid  close  attention  to  the  study  of 
medicine,  though  not  with  the  intention  of  becom- 
ing a  practitioner.  For  many  years  after  his  arrival 
in  this  county  he  would  be  sent  for  by  people  a 
great  distance  away  and  was  really  forced  into  the 
practice  of  medicine.  He  was  honored  with  a 
diploma  from  the  Eclectic  Medical  College  of  Cin- 
cinnati, and  was  also  subjected  to  a  close  examina- 
tion by  the  State. 

Dr.  Williams  was  the  father  of  three  children: 
Jane  married  Azariah  Hurlbut  and  died  in  1863; 
Malvina,  formerly  the  wife  of  Daniel  Allard,  died 
in  Eaton  County  in  1867;  the  sketch  of  the  third 
daughter,  Mrs.  Holmes,  appears  elsewhere  in  this 
volume.  In  political  matters  the  Doctor  was  an 
ardent  supporter  of  the  Whig  party,  but  upon  the 
organization  of  the  Republican  party  he   joined  it 
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and  affiliated  with  that  political  organization  until 
his  death  April  9,  1890.  His  wife,  Margaret  Will- 
iams, was  born  in  New  York  February  2, 1809,  and 
in  her  youth  became  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  remaining  a  consistent  member 
of  the  same  until  her  death.  A  devoted  wife  and 
loving  mother,  she  was  held  in  high  esteem  for  her 
noble  attributes  of  heart  and  mind. 

"She  has  passed  away  from  earth 
The  wife  beloved,  the  mother  dear, 

She  sank  into  the  arms  of  death, 
Without  a  doubt,  without  a  fear. 

'fcShe  faded  slowly  day  by  day 

Flower-like,  withering,  passing  away, 

Till  calmly  met  the  fearful  strife, 

The  last  dread  conflict  of  death  with  life. 

"Then  the  angels  came  and  bore  her  away 
•    To  her  home  beyond  the  stars, 
But  a  glorious  sight  by  faith  we  see, 
For  they  have  left  the  gates  ajar. 

"Farewell,  "dear  mother,  we  hope  to  meet  thee 
When  all  the  cares  of  life  are  o'er. 

We  will  strike  glad  hands  of  sweet  deliverance 
And  sing  God's  praises  ever  more." 


<|  JMLLIAM  FOLLETT.  Lovers  of  horseflesh 
\/y/l    are  Pai*ticularly  interested  in  visiting  the 

V¥  farm  of  Mr.  Follett,  which  is  situated  in 
Bellevue  Township,  Eaton  County,  and  consists  of 
forty  acres  on  section  22.  The  reason  is  that  the 
owner  makes  a  specialty  of  raising  standard-bred 
horses  and  has  in  his  stud  ten  fine  animals  which 
are  the  best  bred  in  the  county.  Among  these  are 
"Colonel  Moreland,"  a  four-year  old  stallion  of  a 
beautiful  bay  color,  sixteen  hands  high,  that  was 
sired  by  <kLouis  Napoleon,"  dam  by  "Indianapolis ;" 
a  two-year-old  mare,"Invulitti,"  sired  by  "Cashier," 
dam  by  "Frank  Noble;"  ''Little  Sonnett,"  by 
"DeSoto"  by  "Harrold"  the  sire  of  uMaudS,"  (her 
colt  "Linnet"  sired  by  <kCol.  Moreland");  "Magna 
Charta,"  whose  record  is  2 :45.  The  stock,  as 
horsemen  will  see,  is  Hambletonian  and  Pilot 
trotters. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  at  the  old 


Follett  Inn,  August  15,  1841,  and  reared  on  the 
farm  there  with  district  school  privileges.  (For 
mention  of  his  parents,  see  biography  of  his  twin 
brother,  Willard  Follett).  He  remained  at  home 
until  his  father  died,  having  from  the  age  of  twenty 
3^ears  been  engaged  in  teaching  during  the  winter, 
and  with  his  brothers  and  mother  taking  charge  of 
the  farm. 

In  1868  he  went  to  the  pine  woods  at  Stanton, 
where  he  started  a  saw  mill,  with  which  he  was 
doing  well  when  it  blew  up,  a  year  after  it  was 
built.  The  structure  was  destroyed  and  Mr.  Follett 
did  not  care  to  rebuild,  so  he  returned  to  Barrjf 
County,  and  bought  eighty  acres  of  timber  land  in 
Assyria  Township.  He  resumed  his  former  occu- 
pation— teaching — and  gave  the  summers  to  clear- 
ing his  land,  from  a  part  of  which  he  removed  the 
forest  growth  before  he  made  his  present  location. 
He  selected  this  tract  in  1873,  and  sold  his  land  in 
Barry  County  to  make  a  permanent  home  one  and 
a  half  miles  from  Bellevue.  His  land  is  improved, 
has  upon  it  a  good  orchard,  and  was  for  some  years 
carried  on  in  the  usual  manner  of  agriculturists, 
crops  being  first  and  stock  second  in  value.  In 
1887  Mr.  Follett  may  be  said  to  have  begun  the 
raising  of  horses  and  since  that  time  he  has  given 
his  principal  attention  to  this  work. 

Mr.  Follett  won  for  his  wife  Miss  Anna  Ives, 
daughter  of  Louis  L.  Ives,  familiarly  known  in 
this  section  as  Colonel.  Mrs.  Follett  was  born  in 
the  township  in  which  she  still  lives,  her  natal  day 
being  September  12,  1849.  She  grew  to  woman- 
hood here,  receiving  the  best  of  home  care  and  as 
thorough  schooling  as  could  be  secured  in  the 
neighborhood,  and  she  is  to  day  a  lady  well  informed 
regarding  practical  duties,  general  events  and  prin- 
ciples of  conduct.  She  is  a  member  in  high  stand- 
ing of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Bellevue. 
Col.  Ives  was  born  in  Wallingford,  New  Haven 
County,  Conn.,  but  reared  in  Lorain  County, 
Ohio,  where  his  parents  died.  His  father,  Capt. 
James  Ives,  was  a  native  of  Vermont,  and  in  his 
early  days  was  a  sailor  and  after  leaving  the  sea 
became  a  farmer.  The  son  learned  the  carpenter's 
trade.  In  the  spring  of  1835  he  came  to  Michigan, 
traveling  on  foot  from  Detroit  to  Eaton  Couuty, 
where  he  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
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Government  land.  After  making  the  location  he 
returned  to  Ohio,  and  in  1836  took  possession  of 
his  property,  which  he  improved  while  at  the  same 
time  working  at  his  trade.  He  also  ran  the  first 
saw  mill  at  Bellevue,  in  which  was  cut  the  lumber 
for  the  first  frame  house  in  the  township— outside 
of  the  village  of  Bellevue— that  now  occupied  by 
our  subject  and  his  family.  After  a  time  he  rented 
his  land  and  gave  his  attention  entirely  to  his  trade. 
He  held  school  offices,  was  Highway  Commissioner, 
and  at  all  times  to  be  relied  upon  as  an  honorable 
man  and  a  lover  of  his  kind.  Politically  he  was  a 
Democrat  and  in  religious  faith  inclined  toward  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.     He  died  in  18  70. 

The  marriage  of  Col.  Ives  and  Miss   Catherine 
Campbell  was  the  first  solemnized  in  Eaton  County, 
and  the  ceremony  was  performed  by  Justice  White. 
It  took  place  October   13,   1836,  and  the  young 
couple  at  once  established  themselves  on  the  land 
the  groom  had  previously  bought.     Mrs.  Ives  is 
still  living,  making  her  home   with  her  daughter 
Anna.     She  has  two  other  children   living— Mrs. 
Rachael  Lane  and  Mrs.  Ruby  Bailey,  both  in  Belle- 
vue   Township.     Her  only  son,  Samuel,  died    in 
childhood.     Mrs.  Ives  was  born  in  Campbell  Town- 
ship, Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1812.     Her  father, 
Robert  Campbell,  was  born  in  Stillwater,  N.  Y., 
and   was  educated  for  the  ministry,  but  gave  his 
attention  to  farming.     His   father   was  a  Presby- 
terian  clergyman  and   the  first  of  that  denomina- 
tion to  preach  north  of  Albany.     The  township  in 
which  Mrs.  Ives  was  born  was  named  in  his  honor, 
he  being  one  of  the   pioneers  of  Steuben   County. 
Robert °Campbell  was  an    early    settler    in    Eaton 
County,  to   which  he  brought  his  family  in    1836, 
and  his  name  will  be  recognized  by  many  readers. 
To  such   men  as  he  and  his  son-in-law,  Col.  Ives, 
the  present  generation  owes  the  advancement  of  this 
section  and  it  is  but  right  that  their  names  should 
be  held  in  honor. 

Although  Mr.  Follett  is  not  a  seeker  for  public 
honors,  he  has  been  prominently  identified  with  the 
affairs  of  the  community,  chiefly  in  educational 
work  as  a  School  Director.  He  believes  in  the 
principles  laid  down  in  the  Republican  party,  advo- 
cates them  whenever  politics  is  the  subject  of 
conversation,  and  supports  them  by  his  ballot.     He 


is  a  Mason  and  an  Odd  Fellow,  but  at  present  is 
not  active  in  either  fraternity.  In  1877  he  and  his 
wife  spent  some  months  in  Colorado,  having  gone 
there  for  the  benefit  the  mountain  air  would  have 
on  the  health  of  Mrs.  Follett.  They  made  friends 
there,  and  added  to  the  picture  gallery  of  their 
memories  many  pleasant  incidents   and  charming 

views. 

Elsewhere  in  this  volume  the  reader  will  notice 
a  lithographic  view  of  the  fine  homestead  of  Mr. 
Follett. 


>>~M^-»" 
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<|7       UCINDA    (McLELLAN)  FULLER,  is  the 

1|L-^  Massachusetts,  son  of  Augustus  and  Lu- 
cretia  (Hall)  Fuller,  also  natives  of  Massachu- 
setts. Mr.  Fuller  went  to  Ohio  and  engaged 
in  the  millwright  business  and  in  1847  came 
to  Michigan,  settling  in  Hastings,  Barry  County, 
where  he  engaged  in  the  furniture  business,  follow- 
ing the  same  until  1861.  Then  he  enlisted  in  the 
First  Michigan  Engineer  and  Mechanics  Corps  and 
served  one  year  when  he  was  discharged  on  account 
of  disability,  returning  home  broken  down  in 
health.  He  resumed  his  former  business  and  con- 
tinued the  same  for  some  time  but  during  the  latter 
years  of  his  life  lived  in  retirement,  and  died  of  a 
disease  contracted  in  the  army.  For  a  few  years 
before  his  death  he  traveled  in  Florida  for  his  health 
and  died  August  10,  1890,  at  Van  Buren,  Ark. 

The  marriage  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  to 
Frederick  Fuller  was  consumated  May  11,  1848,  at 
Hastings.  Mr.  Fuller  owned  a  good  deal  of  prop- 
erty and  land  about  the  village.  The  fruit  of  this 
union  was  three  children:  Mrs.  Carrie  M.  Weather- 
ford,  of  Hastings  and  the  mother  of  two  children- 
Essie  and  Ethel  D.;  Fred  D.,  a  young  man  of 
twenty  years,  died  at  Van  Buren,  Ark.,  the  date 
being  September  15,  1890;  the  eldest  daughter, 
Esther,  died  aged  fifteen  years. 

Mrs.  Fuller  is  the  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Eve 
(Young)  McLellan,  who  are  natives  of  Montgom- 
ery County,  N.  Y.  Her  father,  with  his  family,  came 


780 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


to  Michigan  and  settled  three  miles  east  of  Hast- 
ings in  1837.  He  purchased  woodland,  which  he 
cleared  and  built  a  log  bouse,  living  on  the  same 
land  some  twenty  years.  He  then  removed  to  Hast- 
ings City  where  he  died  in  August,  1866,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-three  years.  The  mother  preceded 
her  husband  some  }Tears,  dying  in  1857  aged  sixty- 
four.  Mrs.  Fuller  was  one  of  a  family  of  eight  chil- 
dree,  four  now  living:Mrs.  Willard  Hayes,  Mrs. 
Isabella  Alden,  Mrs.  Esther  Bennett,  and  our  sub- 
ect.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Fuller  made  his  home  on 
section  27,  in  what  was  then  a  wilderness,  so  that 
Mrs.  Fuller  has  seen  the  county  and  city  grow 
from  its  primitive  days  to  its  present  wealth  and 
beauty. 


^__^  ENRY  A.  HUNSIKER  is  the  oldest  resident 
I)  of  Bellevue,  Eaton  County,  and  one  who 
has  done  at  least  as  much  as  any  other  man 
to  forward  its  interests  and  develop  its  re- 
sources. He  has  seen  it  grow  from  a  tiny  hamlet 
in  the  oak  openings  to  a  flourishing  town  that  is 
the  market  for  a  prosperous  agricultural  commun- 
ity. For  thirty  years  he  was  one  of  its  dry-goods 
dealers  but  at  present  he  gives  his  attention  wholly 
to  stock-dealing,  shipping  quite  extensively.  Mr. 
Hunsiker  is  a  descendant  of  old  New  York  families 
and  in  the  paternal  line  traces  his  lineage  to  Switz- 
erland. His  grandfather,  Henry  Hunsiker,  was  a 
shoemaker  and  a  farmer  in  the  Empire  State,  whence 
he  came  to  Michigan  in  the  early  days  and  became 
the  owner  of  a  large  amount  of  land. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  Judge  Sylvanus 
Hunsiker,  who  was  born  in  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y., 
in  1800,  and  took  up  the  work  of  farming.  In 
1832  he  came  to  this  State  and  located  farms — one 
for  himself,  one  for  Fitz  Gear  and  one  for  Mr. 
Kimberly.  Two  years  later  he  removed  here  by 
team  and  established  his  home  on  the  present  site 
of  Bellevue.  Here  he  built  a  log  house  and  began 
improving  his  property,  adding  to  his  real  estate 
until  it  amounted  to  three  hundred  acres.  He 
helped  lay  out  the  town  and  was  one  of  the  five 
men  who  conducted  the  first  election.  He  held 
various  township  offices  and  was  one  of  the  first 


Justices,  retaining  that  station  for  years.  He  also 
served  as  Probate  Judge  one  term.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and 
aided  in  the  organization  of  a  society  here.  His 
wife,  Permelia  Andrus,  daughter  of  James  and 
Permelia  Andrus,  was  born  in  New  York,  and 
their  marriage  took  place  in  Cayuga  County.  She 
died  here  in  1884  in  the  eighty-third  year  of  her 
age.  Her  parents  had  come  to  this  State  and  here 
their  last  years  were  spent. 

Of  the  nine  children  born  to  Judge  Hunsiker 
and  his  good  wife,  Henry  A.  is  the  fifth.  He 
opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  in  Cayuga  County, 
N.  Y.,  January  7,  1831,  and  came  with  his  parents 
to  Michigan  when  three  years  old.  Here  he  lived 
in  a  log  house  with  a  blanket  for  a  door,  played 
with  Pottawatomie  and  Chippewa  Indian  children, 
and  attended  school  in  the  old  fashioned  school- 
house.  As  he  grew  older  he  took  a  part  with  his 
father  in  various  kinds  of  work,  such  as  driving 
oxen  to  the  distant  markets,  cutting  timber  and 
breaking  up  the  soil.  He  often  hauled  produce  to 
market  at  Battle  Creek  and  his  father  had  taken 
wheat  to  Ann  Arbor  and  sold  it  for  forty  cents 
per  bushel.  Indians  were  numerous  here,  but 
friendly  toward  Judge  Hunsiker,  with  whom  they 
would  trust  any  of  their  possessions  and  on  the 
floor  of  whose  dwelling  they  often  slept. 

Our  subject  remained  with  his  parents  until 
twenty  years  old,  then  married  and  began  farming 
for  himself  on  ninety  acres  of  land,  from  which  he 
cleared  the  heavy  timber,  burning  great  piles  of 
logs,  which  were  valueless  at  that  time.  After  im- 
proving the  property  Mr.  Hunsiker  added  to  it 
until  his  farm  comprised  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres,  but  about  1859  he  sold  it  and  moved  into 
Bellevue.  He  bought  an  interest  in  the  firm  of 
Evans  <fc  Avery,  which  conducted  a  dry-goods 
trade  some  years,  after  which  it  became  Evans  & 
Hunsiker.  This  firm  continued  in  business  until 
1886,  when  they  disposed  of  their  goods  and  closed 
out.  Mr.  Hunsiker  has  always  dealt  in  stock  and 
since  he  gave  up  merchandising  has  followed  it 
exclusively.  He  owns  one  hundred  and  seventy 
acres  of  choice  land  in  and  adjoining  the  town, 
which  is  bordered  on  the  south  by  Battle  Creek  and 
bears  a  full  line  of  improvements.     Fine  crops  of 
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grain  are  raised  here  and  good  grades  of  road  horses. 
The  residence  of  Mr.  Hunsiker  is  large  and  hand- 
some and  surrounded  with  grounds  that  are  taste- 
fully adorned  and  neatly  kept. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Hunsiker  and  Miss  Eliza- 
beth P.  Avery  took  place  in  Bellevue,  November 
3,  1851.  The  bride  was  born  in  Preston,  New 
London  County,  Conn.,  January  1,  1830,  and  came 
West  with  her  parents  when  a  child.  They  first 
lived  in  Marshall  but  later  established  themselves 
in  Bellevue.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hunsiker  have  four 
children,  of  whom  we  note  the  following:  A.  Per- 
melia,  who  was  graduated  in  Dowagiac,  became  a 
teacher,  but  gave  up  her  professional  work  to  be- 
come the  wife  of  Dr.  Haight,  and  lives  in  Albion; 
Persls  C,  who  attended  Olivet  College,  is  living  in 
Marshall,  being  the  wife  of  Dr.  E.  J.  Marshall; 
Claudius  A.,  an  Olivet  student,  is  in  the  employ  of 
the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad  at  San  Antonio,  Tex.; 
Jennie  L.,  who  attended  Albion  College,  is  now  the 
wife  of  F.  Halliday  living  in  Battle  Creek. 

Mrs.  Hunsiker  is  of  English  and  French  descent. 
Her  grandfather  Avery  was  a  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier  and  was   one   of  a  guard  that  traveled  from 
New  York  to  Philadelphia  with  money,  the  train 
consisting  of  sixteen  yoke  of  oxen.     He  lived  to 
be  ninety-six  years  old  and  died  in  Preston,  Conn., 
where   he   worked  as  a  ship  carpenter  and   farmer. 
He   was  the   father  of  sixteen  children,  one  being 
Ebenezer,   who  was  born  in  Norwich,  Conn.,  and 
became  a  painter  and   cabinet-maker.     He   carried 
on  an  establishment  in  the  East  until  early  in  the 
'30s,  when  he  came  to  Marshall,  Mich.,  and  worked 
as  a' cabinet-maker  there  a  few  years.     Thence  he 
came  to  Bellevue,   where  with  the  aid  of  Indians, 
he  raised  a  building  in  which  he  kept  tavern.   After 
some  years  he  removed  to  Sparta,  where  he  carried 
on  a  chair  factory  until  his  death  in  1857.     He  was 
a  Democrat  in  politics  and  a  Methodist  in  religion. 
The  mother  of  Mrs.  Hunsiker  was  Lydia  (Crapo) 
Avery,   who   was  born   near  Preston,  Conn.,  and 
died  in  Kalamo,  Eaton  County,  in  1839,  her  death 
being  the  first  in  the  village.     Her  father,  Spooner 
Crapo,  was  a  ship-carpenter. 

Mr.  Hunsiker  is  *  member  of  the  Village  Board 
of  Bellevue,  with  which  he  has  been  connected 
since  he  first  became  a  resident  here.     He  is  now 


its  President,  has  been  Treasurer  and  during  the 
war  w>as  Supervisor.  He  was  also  Treasurer  of  the 
county  for  filling  the  war  quota,  has  been  Township 
Clerk  and  is  a  member  of  the  Eaton  County  Agri- 
cultural Society.  He  is  a  stanch  Democrat  and  has 
served  his  party  as  a  member  of  the  County  Cen- 
tral Committee  and  delegate  to  county  and  State 
conventions.  He  is  Postmaster  in  Bellevue  Lodge 
No.  83,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  which  he  is  the  oldest  char- 
ter member,  and  he  belongs  to  a  Chapter  at  Belle- 
vue and  Commandery  at  Charlotte.  He  and  his 
wife  are  well  and  favorably  known,  not  only  in 
the  town  but  throughout  the  surrounding  country. 
Their  beautiful  residence  shows  in  its  tasteful 
arrangement  something  of  the  culture  and  refine- 
ment of  Mrs.  Hunsiker,  whose  gracious  hospitality 
is  long  remembered  by  those  whom  she  and  her 
husband  invite  there. 


\Tr^0BERT  MARSHALL.     The  fine   property 
on  which    this   gentleman   lives  has  been 
brought   to   its   present  condition  by  his 
w  own  efforts,  he  having  struck  the  first  blow 
witrTthe  woodman's  ax,  and   removed   from   the 
entire  two   hundred    acres  the  heavy  timber  and 
underbrush  which  once  covered  it.     It  has  been  so 
thoroughly  improved   by  wise  methods  that  it  is 
now  one  of  the  model  farms  of  Barry  County  and 
in  respect  to  its  buildings  also  ranks  with  the  best. 
A  fine  large  farmhouse,  ample  barns,  granaries  and 
sheds,  and  various  adornments   appropriate  to  the 
rural  scene,  are  noted  by  the  passing  traveler  and 
duly  admired.     Mr.  Marshall  prosecutes  his  call- 
ing with  excellent  judgment,  as  is  testified  to  by 
his  financial  solidity  and  good   repute  among  his 
a-sociates. 

The  parents  of  Mr.  Marshall  were  Joshua  and 
Margaret  (Armstrong)  Marshall,  the  former  of 
whom  was  born  in  Ireland,  and  upon  coming  to 
America  first  made  his  home  in  Maryland.  About 
the  beginning  of  the  present  century  he  removed 
to  New  York,  where  he  continued  his  farm  work 
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until  his  death  in  1829.  Mrs.  Marshall  was  born 
in  Maryland  and  died  in  this  State  in  1857. ,  Their 
children  were  four  in  number,  Robert  the  youngest 
being  the  only  one  now  living.  He  was  born  in 
Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  September  15,  1819,  and 
until  he  was  eighteen  years  old  lived  on  the  old 
homestead.  The  property  was  then  sold  and 
another  farm  purchased,  where  he  remained  with 
his  mother  until  1840.  In  the  meantime  he  bad 
studied  in  the  district  schools,  gaining  a  fair  knowl- 
edge of  the  branches  taught,  and  at  home  learned 
how  to  carry  on  a  farm  and  manage  the  business 
connected  therewith. 

A  brother  of  young  Marshall  had  come  to  Mich- 
igan during  the  '30s  and  hither  Robert  came  to 
prospect  for  a  home.  Crossing  the  lakes  to 
Detroit  he  made  his  way  to  what  is  now  known  as 
Hickory  Corners,  Barry  County,  where  he  remained 
a  few  weeks,  and  near  which  he  purchased  prop- 
erty. After  his  short  sojourn  he  returned  to  his 
native  State,  and  in  the  spring  of  1842  made  a  per- 
manent removal  and  established  his  home  where 
he  is  yet  living.  The  country  was  thinly  settled, 
Indians  still  lingered  in  the  neighborhood  and  wild 
game  was  plentiful.  Roads  were  few  and  no  di- 
rect route  was  taken,  travelers  passing  in  a  round- 
about way  in  accordance  with  the  location  of  scat- 
tered dwellings.  Mr.  Marshall  used  oxen  entirely 
in  the  early  development  of  his  land.  He  built  a 
large  log  house  in  which  he  lived  for  more  than 
twenty-five  years,  finally  replacing  it  with  a  sub- 
stantial frame  dwelling.  For  some  years  he  fed 
cattle  quite  extensively  and  at  all  times  he  tilled 
the  soil  energetically. 

In  his  early  manhood  Mr.  Marshall  mairied  Miss 
Sarah  Phillips,  a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  whose 
wedded  life  extended  from  the  spring  of  1842  to 
July,  1846,  when  death  took  her.  Of  this  union 
there  are  no  living  children.  In  1848  Mr.  Mar- 
shall was  again  married,  his  bride  being  Miss  Sarah 
Harkness,  likewise  a  native  of  New  York.  The 
happy  couple  are  the  parents  of  seven  sons  and 
daughters — Susan,  wife  of  Alba  Beebe,  now  living 
in  Nashville;  William  H.,  who  farms  the  home- 
stead ;  Mary  E.,  wife  of  Llewellyn  Noble,  a  farmer 
in  Barry  Township;  Charles,  at  home;  Frances, 
wife  of  Gilbert  Searles,  who  tills  the  soil  in  Barry 


Township;  Nettie,  who  married  Charles  Doyle  and 
lives  in  Detroit;  and  Homer,  still  at  home. 

The  first  Presidential  ballot  of  Mr.  Marshall  was 
cast  for  Martin  Van  Buren  and  he  has  never  swerved 
in  his  allegiance  to  the  Democratic  party.  During 
four  terms  he  served  as  Township  Supervisor  and 
for  several  years  he  was  Highway  Commissioner, 
and  as  a  servant  of  the  public  he  did  his  best  to 
secure  its  interests.  So  careful  has  Mr.  Marshall 
been  to  meet  every  obligation  that  he  has  never 
been  dunned  for  a  debt,  and  he  has  never  asked 
legal  advice,  or  sued  or  been  sued.  His  private 
character  is  irreproachable  and  he  is  highly  respect- 
ed by  all  who  enjoy  his  acquaintance.  He  and  his 
estimable  wife  bestowed  careful  attention  upon  the 
manners  and  morals  of  their  children,  and  have 
been  well  repaid  for  their  loving  care  by  seeing 
them  assume  honorable  places  in  society. 


* 


eHARLES  W.  ARMSTRONG,  Probate  Judge 
of  Barry  County,  is  a  man  whose  life  has 
been  pre-eminently  successful,  both  as  re-" 
gards  its  financial  aspect  and  the  position  he  holds 
among  men.  Few  citizens  of  the  county  are  more 
closely  identified  with  its  various  interests  than  he, 
or  have  done  more  to  serve  the  public.  He  has 
been  a  resident  of  the  county  nearly  a  score  of 
years  and  during  the  greater  part  of  the  time  has 
acted  in  some  official  capacity.  He  now  spends  the 
week  in  Hastings,  discharging  the  duties  of  his 
office  and  on  Saturday  returns  to  the  bosom  of  his 
family  at  Bowen's  Mills,  where  he  has  been  engaged 
in  business  for  a  number  of  years. 

Grandfather  Armstrong  was  born  in  Ireland  and 
came  to  America  when  a  young  man.  He  settled 
in  Albany  County,  N.  Y.,  and  engaged  in  farming, 
continuing  to  reside  there  until  called  hence  early 
in  the  '40s.  He  married  a  lad}'  who  was  likewise 
born  in  the  Emerald  Isle  and  who  came  to  this 
country  with  her  parents.  The  family  of  the  good 
couple  included  four  sons  and  four  daughters, 
but  two  of  whom  are  now»  living — Robert,  in 
Orleans  County,  N.  Y.,  and  Chauncy,  in  Lorain 
County,   Ohio,  both   retired  farmers.     The  com- 
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bined  weight  of  the  four  sons  was  over  nine  hun- 
dred pounds  and  the  lightest  weighed  two  hun- 
dred and  eight. 

The  father  of  Judge  Armstrong  was  christened 
John,  and  was  born  in  Knox  Township,  Albany 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  lived  in  that  county  until 
twenty  years  old.  He  then  went  to  Orleans  County 
with  an  ax  on  his  back  and  fifty  cents  in  his  pocket, 
and  taking  up  eighty  acres  he  began  clearing  and 
developing  the  same.  Preparing  a  small  space  he 
built  a  log  house  and  returned  to  his  native  county 
after  his  wife,  formerly  Miss  Susan  Evarts.  The 
honest  and  hardy  couple  pursued  their  career  in 
Orleans  County,  beeoming  prominent  among  the 
settlers  by  reason  of  the  energy  and  nobility  of 
their  characters. 

Mr.   Armstrong   cleared  several  farms,  and    in 
connection  with  his  tilling  of  the  soil  raised  cattle 
and  horses  in  considerable  numbers.     He  became 
wealthy  through  the  exercise  of  his  superior  judg 
ment  and  industry.     In  early  days  he  was  a  Whig 
and  later  a  Republican.     He  died  in  the  year  1861, 
but  his  widow  is  still  living,  making  her  home  with 
her  children.     Their  family  consists   of  nine  chil- 
dren, of  whom  the  eldest  survivor  is  the  subject  of 
this  biographical  sketch.     The  other  living  chil- 
dren are— Catherine  W.,  widow  of  George  Curtis, 
living  in  Hastings;  Elmina,  wife  of  B.  F.  Vanneps, 
whose  home  is  in  Orleans  County,  N.  Y.;   George 
W.  and  Clark,  who  live  in  Syracuse;    John  H„  a 
resident  of  Portland,  Ore. ;  Ida,  wife  of  D.  Garrett, 
of  Orleans  County,  N.  Y.     Emily,  the  first-born  of 
the  family,  died  when  three  years  old,  and  Helen, 
the  seventh  child,  after  she  had  reached  her  twenty- 
fifth  year. 

Judge  Armstrong  was  born  August  17,  1836,  in 
Carlton  Township,  Orleans  County,  N.  Y.  During 
his  early  years  he  attended  school  in  the  winter 
season  and  during  the  other  months  performed 
various  home  duties  and  engaged  in  divers  recrea- 
tions. He  remained  with  his  parents  until  Decem- 
ber, 1860,  when  he  went  to  Ohio  for  a  visit.  While 
absent  from  home  he  was  shocked  and  saddened  by 
the  news  of  his  father's  death  and  returning  to  the 
homestead  in  August,  1861,  he  took  charge  of  the 
farm.  A  year  later  he  donned  the  army  blue  to 
become  a  member  of  Company  A,  One  Hundred 


and  Fifty-first  New  York  Infantry.  The  command 
went  into  camp  at  Lockport  in  October  and  thence 
was  sent  to  Baltimore,  remaining  in  LaFayette  bar- 
racks until  spring.  Being  then  sent  to  the  front  the 
boys  took  part  in  the  terrible  scenes  of  the  Wilder- 
ness and  after  reaching  Petersburg  were  sent  back 
to  Baltimore  and  thence  to  Frederick  City,  from 
which  place  they  marched  to  Monocacy. 

The  following  day  the  company  participated  in 
the  engagement  at  that  place  and  Mr.  Armstrong 
was  seriously  wounded  in  the  right  thigh.  He 
would  have  been  taken  prisoner  had  not  two  of  his 
comrades  at  great  risk  to  themselves  carried  him 
off  the  field.  He  was  sent  to  Baltimore  and  thence 
to  Annapolis,  where  for  six  months  he  was  confined 
to  the  hospital.  He  was  then  transferred  to  Roch- 
ester City  (N.  Y.)  Hospital  and  three  months  later 
received  his  discharge.  From  the  ranks  he  had 
been  promoted  to  a  Sergeantcy  and  was  Orderly 
Sergeant  when  discharged.  He  had  been  one  of 
fifty  men  chosen  from  the  brigade  as  sharp-shooters. 
After  his  return  from  the  army  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, remaining  in  the  East  until  1872,  when  he 
came  to  Barry  County. 

The  country    around    Middleville    pleased    Mr. 
Armstrong,  and  he  purchased  a  farm  there  upon 
which  he  resided  three  years,  then  selling  it  he 
embarked  in  the    mercantile  business  at    Bowen's 
Mills.     He  purchased  a  store  and  other  property  in 
the   village  and  for   years  has    been   the    leading 
dealer  there.     His  knowledge  of  the  needs  of   the 
rural  population  gave  him  an  advantage  in  begin- 
ning  his  mercantile  career,  and  he  has  wisely  catered 
to  their  tastes  and  thus  thoroughly  established  him- 
self in  their  good  will.     Shrewdness  and  business 
ability  are  his  to  a  degree  that  has  made  his  life 
work  successful,  whether  as  a  farmer  or  merchant, 
and  the  same  qualities  have  given  him  a  prominent 
place  in  matters  connected  with  social  and  public 
affairs. 

In  1862,  prior  to  his  enlistment  in  the  Union 
army,  Mr.  Armstrong  was  wedded  to  Miss  Ann  O. 
Bennett  and  their  married  life  extended  over  a 
period  of  nine  years,  when  the  wife  breathed  her 
last.  She  left  a  son,  Albert  W.,  who  is  now  in 
charge  of  his  father's  store  and  has  an  interest  in 
the  business.     He  is  a  bright,  wide-awake  -young 
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man  who,  after  completing  the  ordinary  course  of 
study,  entered  and  was  graduated  from  a  business 
college  at  Grand  Rapids.  The  present  wife  of 
Judge  Armstrong  is  Mary  L.,  nee  Bennett,  a  sister 
of  his  first  companion.  They  were  joined  in  wed- 
lock prior  to  the  removal  to  Barry  County  and  the 
comfort  and  attractiveness  of  the  home  here  are  due 
to  the  zeal  and  taste  of  the  wife. 

The  office  of  Township  Clerk  was  held  by  our 
subject  twelve  years  in  Yankee  Springs  Township 
and  he  has  been  Postmaster  at  Bowen's  Mills  since 
1875.  In  1888  he  was  elected  Judge  of  the  Pro- 
bate Court  and  the  manner  in  which  he  is  discharg- 
ing the  duties  of  that  office  gives  him  additional 
repute  among  the  people.  In  1882  he  organized 
the  Soldiers'  Barry  County  Battalion,  of  which  he 
was  elected  Colonel,  and  re-elected  to  the  office  in 
1887.  Much  interested  in  the  Grand  Army  organ- 
ization, he  set  to  work  some  years  since  to  establish 
a  Post  at  Bowen's  Mills  and  No.  99  has  done  active 
work  under  his  command,  he  having  been  its  chief 
officer  with  the  exception  of  the  }Tear  1888.  In 
1886  Commander  Armstrong  was  sent  as  a  delegate 
to  the  National  Encampment  at  San  Francisco. 
He  is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  and  belongs  to  the 
Eastern  Star  degree,  and  is  likewise  identified  with 
the  Knights  of  Pythias. 


>OHN  VAN  HOUTEN,  for  fifty-two  years  a 
resident  of  Roxana  Township,  Eaton 
County,  has  undoubtedly  as  thorough  a 
knowledge  of  what  is  endured  by  pioneers 
as  any  man  now  living.  Beginning  his  work  here 
when  a  young  man  not  yet  beyond  his  teens,  he 
has  taken  a  part  in  much  of  the  labor  by  which 
this  township  has  been  made  to  blossom  as  the  rose. 
Many  of  his  privations  and  toils  have  been  shared 
by  his  wife,  and  the  two  may  well  be  taken  as  typ- 
ical pioneers,  deserving  of  all  the  praise  that  is  be- 
stowed upon  that  class. 

The  Van  Houten  family  in  this  country  dates 
back  to  Colonial  days,  when  three  brothers  of 
that  name  emigrated  from  Holland  and  the  pro- 
Ueiutor  of  this  branch  of  the  family  settled  in  Ber- 


gen, N.  J.  Cornelius  Van  Houten  was  born  in 
that  State  and  fought  in  the  struggle  for  American 
Independence.  His  son  Peter  C,  was  also  born  in 
New  Jersey,  his  natal  day  being  August  4,  1784. 
He  was  engaged  in  farming  for  a  time,  then  sold  his 
farm  and  returned  to  New  York  City,  where  he 
lived  several  years,  draying  for  a  wholesale  house. 
He  had  married  Ann  Winne,  who  was  born  in  New 
Jersey  June  18,  1792,  and  who  died  in  New  York 
in  1833,  aged  torty-one  years.  Of  this  union  there 
were  born  six  children.  May  7,  1839,  Mr.  Van 
Houten  was  again  married,  his  bride  being  Ann 
Beakmen,a  New  Jersey  lady  who  lived  until  1881. 
Mr.  Van  Houten  came  to  Michigan  in  1838  and 
after  spending  a  few  months  in  Jackson  County, 
entered  land  in  Roxana  Township,  Eaton  County, 
and  made  his  permanent  home  here.  He  died  June 
20,  1869,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-three  years. 
He  had  held  various  local  offices  and  was  a  work- 
ing member  of  the  German  Reformed  Church.  He 
fought  in  the  second  struggle  for  release  from  Brit- 
ish tyranny. 

In  the  family  of  the  gentleman  above  named  was 
a  son  John,  who  was  born  in  New  Jersey  Novem- 
ber 29,  1819,  and  spent  his  childhood  principally 
on  a  farm.  From  the  age  of  six  to  fifteen  years  he 
was  a  resident  of  New  York  City  where  he  received 
most  of  his  education.  From  that  place  he  returned 
to  his  native  State  and  in  Hackensack  began  to 
learn  the  carpenter's  trade.  He  remained  there  a 
little  more  than  three  years,  then,  in  September, 
1838,  came  West  and  made  his  home  with  his 
father  who  had  preceded  him  here  a  few  months. 
He  worked  at  his  trade  for  several  years,  but  did 
the  first  chopping  that  was  done  on  the  farm  his 
father  entered  and  which  is  now  his  own. 

The  homes  of  the  settlers  in  this  part  of  the 
State  were  remote  from  each  other  and  there  were 
no  well-made  roads,  but  the  people  found  means  of 
enjoyment  and  many  a  merry  gathering  made  ihe 
air  ring  with  mirth.  Oxen  were  used  exclusively 
in  developing  the  farms,  and  when  the  young  peo- 
ple wished  to  go  sleighing  the  same  animals  were 
used  as  the  motive  power  for  the  sleds.  Mrs.  Van 
Houten  recalls  an  occasion  when  she  was  one  of 
a  party  who  went  to  a  spelling  school  in  a  sled 
drawn  by  three  yoke  of   oxen,    with    bells   on,  of 
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course.  From  the  Van  Houten  home  it  was  neces- 
sary to  go  to  Bellevue  or  Albion  to  mill.  Wild 
game  was  plentiful  but  our  subject  did  compari- 
tively  little  hunting.  Indians  used  to  camp  near 
his  early  home,  but  they  were  well  disposed  toward 
the  whites. 

The  noble  woman  to  whom  Mr.  Van  Houten  was 
married  in  1849  was  Miss  Judith  I.  Green,  daugh- 
ter of  Eri  A.  and  Joanna  (Kelley)  Green,  who  was 
born  in  New  York  in  1832.     Her  parents  were  also 
natives  of  that  State,  whence    they  came  to  Michi- 
gan in  the  fall  of  1844,  settling  in  Chester  Town- 
ship, Eaton    County,    among  the    early    pioneers. 
Both  have  been  dead  a  number  of  years.     The  fam- 
ily of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Van    Houten   includes  seven 
children,   named  respectively:    Florence,   Robert, 
William,  Fred,  Ellen,  Peter  and  Cornelius  N.  From 
the  earthly  home  Robert,  Peter  and  William  have 
been  removed   by  death.     To    the  living  children 
Mr.  Van  Houten  has  given  some  land  and  his  own 
possessions  now  amount  to  one  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-one acres.  The  property  is  thoroughly  improved, 
both  as   regards  cultivation  and  the  buildings  that 
have  been  put  upon  it,  and  although  the  occupants 
make  no  pretense  to  elegance,  they  are  well  supplied 
with    comforts  and    even    luxuries.     The  worldly 
goods  they  possess  are  due  to  their  own  good  man- 
agement, excellent   judgment    and    earnest    indus- 
try, as  Mr.  Van  Houten  had  no  means  when  he  came 
to  the  State  and  his  wife  did  not  bring  him  a  for- 
tune. 

From  the  time   that   Mr.  Van    Houten  was  old 
enough  to  vote  until  the  candidacy  of   James  Bu- 
chanan, he  was  a  member  of  the  Democratic   party, 
but  he  then  ceased    his  connection    therewith    and 
became  a  Republican.    He  has  been  a  delegate  to 
county,  State  and  Senatorial  conventions  and  in  a 
quiet  way  does  much  to  add  recruits  to  the   party. 
He    was   Township  Supervisor  fifteen  consecutive 
years  and  has  since  been  elected  once,  and  once  ap- 
pointed to  fill  a  vacancy.     He  was  Chairman  of  the 
Board  five  yearsin  succession.  In  the  offices  of  High- 
way Commissioner,  Township  Clerk  and  Township 
Treasurer  he  served  each  two  years  and  he  has  filled 
other  local  positions  of  trust.     Since  the  adminis- 
tration of  Gov.  Blair  he  has  been  a  Notary  Public. 
Both  he   and  his   wife  have  been    identified  with 


the  Baptist  Church  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a 
century  and  it  is  the  earnest  aim  of  each  to  grow 
in  praee  and  Christian  virtue.  Mr.  Van  Houten 
has  taken  quite  an  interest  in  Durham  cattle.  lie 
and  his  wife  are  genial,  hospitable  and  well-in- 
formed, and  extend  a  royal  welcome  to  their  many 
friends  and  to  the  acquaintances  who  cross  their 
household. 


BiBSM^IS 


AMUEL  BOYCE,  one  of  the    pioneers  of 
Michigan,  was  born  in  Fort  Ann,   Wash- 
ington County,  N.  Y.,  in  1797.     His  wife, 
who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Sarah  Cutter, 
was  born  in  the  same  county  in  1 798.     In  1822  they 
removed  to  Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  and  about  1836 
came  to  Michigan,  settling  in  Washtenaw  County, 
where  Mr.  Boyce  became  well-known  as  a  pioneer 
and  enterprising  citizen.     He  and  his  wife  were  the 
parents  of  eleven  children,  whose  record  is  as  fol- 
lows: Eliza  E.  married  Frederick  Rose,  who  is  now 
deceased,  and  she  resides  in  Eaton  County ;  Lysaivder 
served  his  country  during  the  late  Rebellion  and 
died  soon  after  he  was  honorably  discharged  from 
the  army.     His  wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Syl- 
via Richmond;  Benjamin,    a  resident  of    Ingham 
County,  married  Emetine  Jacobs;     Arminta  is  the 
wife  of  Jacob  Gilman,  whose  sketch  appears  else- 
where in  this  volume;  Spencer  is  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  Washtenaw  County  and  his   wife  was  for- 
merly known   as   Miss   Mary    Wallace;  Newell,  a 
resident  of  Lansing,  married  a  Miss  Castor;  Phoebe 
J.    who  married    Clark    Sherman,  died    March  29, 
1862;  Sarah  is  the  wife  of  E.  D.  Richmond,  of  St. 
John's,  Clinton  County,  Mich.:  Arvilla    married  a 
Mr.  Leonard  and   afterwards  became  the   wife  of 
Philip  Bush,  a  resident  of    Brookfield  Township, 
Eaton  County ;  Melissa  is  the  wife  of   Warren  Eg- 
gleston  of  Ingham  County;   and  one  child  died  in 
infancy. 

Mr.  Bovce  was  a  consistent  member  of  the 
Christian  Church  and  a  conscientious  Christian. 
He  assisted  in  organizing  the  first  church  in  Wash- 
tenaw and  was  elected  one  of  its  first  Deacon*. 
His   good  wife  was   also   a  member  of  the   sanis 
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church,  and  this  worthy  couple  were  held  in  the 
highest  esteem  by  the  entire  community.  With 
all  laudable  enterprises  he  was  in  hearty  sympathy 
and  gave  his  active  co  operation  to  all  benevolent 
and  public  movements.  He  passed  from  earth 
mourned  by  the  entire  community  June  20,  1875, 
while  his  estimable  wife  had  died  July  3,  1860, 
many  years  prior  to  his  discease. 


CORNELIUS  S.  JACKSON.  Conspicuous 
among  the  farmers  of  Sun  field  Township, 
Eaton  County,  is  Mr.  Jackson,  who  has  a 
fine  piece  of  property  on  section  36.  He  was  born 
in  Poughkeepsie,  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  April  2, 
1834,  and  is  the  eldest  child  of  John  and  Minerva 
(Still well)  Jackson.  His  parents  were  born  in 
Connecticut  and  New  York  respectively  and  about 
1846  removed  from  Dutchess  to  Erie  County  where 
they  lived  until  the  fall  of  1856.  They  then  came 
to  this  State  and  established  their  home  in  Port- 
land, Ionia  County,  but  later  removed  to  Ingham 
County.  The  father  died  in  the  town  of  White 
Oak  in  December,  1890,  at  the  ripe  age  of  eighty- 
four  years.  His  widow  still  survives  and  is  now 
eighty-five  years  old.  Mr.  Jackson  was  a  lime 
dealer  in  New  York  and  owned  a  vessel  on  the 
Hudson  River.  After  he  came  to  this  State  he  was 
always  engaged  in  farming.  He  took  no  part  in 
politics  except  to  cast  a  Democratic  ticket.  He 
and  his  wife  belonged  to  the  Baptist  Church.  Be- 
sides our  subject  their  living  children  are  George, 
a  farmer  in  Ingham  County;  and  Melissa,  wife  of 
Albert  Irish,  whose  home  is  at  Traverse  City. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  Dutch- 
ess and  Erie  Counties,  N.  Y.,  and  received  a  com- 
mon-school education.  He  came  West  with  his 
parents  and  remained  in  Ionia  County  until  the 
spring  of  1861  when  he  removed  to  Sun  field  Town- 
ship, Eaton  County.  There  he  married  and  then 
went  to  Roxana  Township  in  which  he  resided 
until  about  1870  when  he  bought  his  present  farm. 
Removing  hither  he  has  been  carrying  on  agricul- 
tural work  and  has  put  up  the  buildings  now  to  be 
seen  on  the  estate.     He  started  out  in  life  poor  and 


what  he  has,  has  resulted  from  his  own  energy,  in- 
dustry and  prudence,  and  the  frugality  and  good 
management  of  his  wife. 

The  date  of  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Jackson  was 
January  14,  1860,  and  the  name  of  his  bride  Abbie 
S.  Tunison.  That  lady  was  born  in  New  York  in 
^utober,  1834,  and  was  a  daughter  of  William  and 
Susan  (Beekman)  Tunison,  early  settlers  in  Roxana 
Township,  Eaton  County.  She  died  May  22,  1887, 
leaving  one  daughter,  Dora  A.,  who  is  now  teach- 
ing in  the  district  schools. 

Mr.  Jackson  is  a  Master  Mason,  a  member  of  the 
Blue  Lodge  at  Charlotte,  belongs  to  the  Odd 
Fellows  lodge  at  Shaytown  and  also  to  the  Grange. 
His  first  Presidential  vote  was  cast  for  John  C. 
Fremont  and  he  has  always  been  a  Republican.  He 
has  held  the  offices  of  Highway  Commissioner, 
Township  Treasurer  and  Supervisor,  and  in  the 
last  office  has  served  eight  years.  The  duties  which 
devolved  upon  him  in  these  several  capacities  have 
been  conscientiously  discharged  and  his  ability  has 
been  manifested  in  a  striking  manner.  In  1890 
he  was  nominated  for  Register  of  Deeds  of  Eaton 
County  and  made  a  strong  race,  running  ahead  of 
his  ticket.  It  was  a  Democratic  year,  however, 
and  he  was  defeated,  but  only  by  twenty-seven 
votes.  Mr.  Jackson  is  more  than  ordinarily  well- 
informed  and  his  standing  in  the  township  and 
county  is  enviable. 


**   '  £5_ 
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^jOHN  HERRINGTON,  one  of  the  early  set- 
tlers of  Barry  County,  Mich.,  and  a  well- 
known  and  highly  respected  citizen  and 
_  farmer,  owning  a  large  amount  of  real  estate 
in  this  vicinity,  makes  his  home  on  section  33, 
BaUimore  Township.  His  father  was  a  native  of 
Vermont  and  became  an  early  settler  in  Onondaga 
County,  N.  Y.  He  afterward  came  to  Michigan 
where  he  died  about  the  year  1868.  During  his 
early  manhood  he  served  as  a  private  in  the  War 
of  1812. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  June  26, 
1816,  in  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.  He  is  the  oldest 
in  a  family  of  seven  children,  and  had   two  sisters 
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and  four  brothers.  Three  of  the  brothers  have 
passed  away  from  earth  and  one  brother  and  sister 
are  still  living.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  came 
to  Michigan  in  the  spring  of  1855  and  settled  on 
his  present  farm,  which  was  then  an  unbroken 
forest.  He  cleared  the  timber  from  the  land  and 
built  a  log  house.  After  living  in  it  for  some  time 
he  erected  a  frame  residence,  into  which  he  moved 
his  family.  He  also  built  two  fine  barns,  the  large 
one  36x50  feet  and  the  other  16x36  feet,  both  hav- 
ing sheds  adjoining. 

Mrs.  Herrington  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Lu- 
cinda  A.  Kellicut.  She  was  born  in  New  York, 
near  Lake  Cham  plain,  in  1820,  and  was  the  second 
daughter  in  a  family  of  four  sisters  and  six  brothers. 
Her  father  died  in  New  York.  Seven  children  have 
been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Herrington,  five  of 
whom  are  still  living.  They  areas  follows:  J. 
Emmett,  who  lives  in  Baltimore  Township;  Will- 
iam R.  lives  in  Johnstown;  Nora  D.  is  married; 
Ellen  P.  married  Chauncy  Warren  and  lives  at  Gun 
Lake;  Mary  L.  is  married  and  lives  in  Baltimore 
Township.  The  two  who  have  died  are- Charles 
L.  and  George  W.  Mr.  Herrington  has  been  Com- 
missioner  of  Highways,  School  Director,  School 
Treasurer  and  Moderator.  He  is  a  Master  Mason 
and  is  Treasurer  in  the  following  organizations: 
The  Patrons  of  Industry,  the  Grange  and  Good 
Templars.  He  is  a  believer  in  the  policy  of  the 
Greenback  party. 


UREN  E.  BENSON,  M.  D.,  a  physician  of 
marked  talent  and  ability,  has  been  brought 
into  close  and  kindly  relations  with  his 
patients  in  and  about  Woodland,  Barry  County, 
in  which  place  he  resides.  His  warm  heart  and 
generous  sympathies  add  to  the  good  feeling  in- 
spired by  his  professional  culture  and  practical 
skill,  and  he  has  a  large  following  and  many  sin- 
cere friends.  He  was  born  in  Oneida  Township, 
Eaton  County,  September  14,  1851,  and  in  the 
paternal  line  is  of  English  descent.  His  grand- 
father came  to  Clinton  County,  this  State,  in  1840, 
and  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  in  his   neighbor- 


hood. He  cleared  up  a  farm  on  which  he  died 
when  seventy  years  old.  Lucian  Benson,  father 
of  our  subject,  is  believed  to  have  been  born  in 
New  York,  and  he  was  reared  on  a  farm,  and  in 
1842  came  to  Eaton  County.  Here  he  cleared  a 
tract  of  land  and  cultivated  it  until  1852  when, 
being  of  a  somewhat  rowing  nature,  he  crossed  the 
plains  to  California  and  spent  thirty  years  on  the 
Slope,  engaged  in  mining  principally. 

In  1882  Lucian  Benson  returned  to  this  State 
and  lived  in  Clinton  County  until  his  death  six 
months  later;  he  was  then  sixty-six  years  of  age. 
Politically  he  was  a  Republican,  and  his  religious 
home  was  in  the  Baptist  Church.  His  wife,  for- 
merly Mary  Lovell,  is  a  native  of  New  York;  she 
is  now  living  in  Oneida  Township,  Eaton  County, 
and  is  sixty-eight  years  old.  She  belongs  to  the 
FreeWill  Baptist  Church.  Her  father,  Rufus 
Lovell,  was  born  in  New  York  and  settled  in 
Eaton  County,  this  State,  in  1837.  He  cleared  a 
farm  of  goodly  size  and  at  one  time  owned  and 
operated  two  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  He  died 
at  the  age  of  three-score  and  ten. 

Dr.   Benson  was   reared  on   a  farm   and  gained 
his  early  education  in    the    district   schools.     He 
then  spent   two  years  in  attendance   at  the  High 
School  in  Grand  Ledge.     His  attention   was  then 
turned  to  farming,  but  while  he  was  thus  engaged 
he  began  the  study  of  medicine  by  self-effort,  bor- 
rowing medical  books  of  Dr.  Ball,  of  Grand  Ledge. 
He   studied    in    this    manner   several   years,   then 
took   a   course  of   professional    reading  with  Dr. 
Snyder,  of  Portland,  and  after  being  in  that  gen- 
tleman's office  two  years  spent  eight  months  with 
Dr.  Brown,  of  Grand  Ledge.     By  this  time  young 
Benson  ^ad  a  good  knowledge  of  therapeutics  and 
he    began    practice    at    Sunfield,   Eaton    County, 
where    he    was  located   seven    years.     Not    being 
satisfied  with  his  acquirements,  but  being  actuated 
more  especially  by  a  desire  to  secure  the   benefit 
of  a  diploma  from  a  first-class  college,  he  gave  up 
his  practice  and  went  to  Chicago,  where  he  matric- 
ulated in  Bennett  Medical  College. 

Dr.  Benson  completed  the  course  of  study  and 
in  due  time  received  his  credentials  as  an  M.  D., 
competent  to  carry  on  his  practice  under  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Eiectic  school.     He  then  returned  to 
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Sunfield  and  for  two  years  practiced  there,  then 
in  November,  1885,  came  to  Woodland.  He  has 
a  large  practice  and  is  also  interested  in  a  drug 
store  which  he  established  in  1886,  under  the  style 
of  Benson  &  Co.  In  1889  the  Doctor  built  a  fine 
two-story  brick  building,  in  which  his  drug  store 
and  office  are  situated. 

In  Ma}r,  1882,  Dr.  Benson  and  Miss  Flora  Bar- 
num  were  united  in  marriage.  The  bride  was  born 
in  Roxana  Township  in  May,  1864,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  Lee  and  Olive  M.  (Kimball)  Barnum. 
That  good  couple  are  numbered  among  the  early 
settlers  of  the  county  and  the  name  of  Barnum  is 
well  known  as  he  was  a  preacher  in  the  United 
Brethren  Church.  He  gave  up  his  life  for  his 
country,  having  been  shot  through  the  heart  while 
in  the  Union  army.  Mrs.  Benson  is  a  bright,  well- 
informed  lady  who  shows  by  her  manners  that  she 
was  carefully  reared  and  that  she  comes  of  a  good 
family.  The  Doctor  is  a  man  of  much  intelligence, 
not  only  in  his  profession  but  in  general  topics 
— scientific,  literary  and  historical.  He  has  stock  in 
the  State  Building  &  Loan  Association  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  lodge,  No.  301,  of  Wood- 
land. 

ENRY    MARTYN  GOODWIN,  D.  D.,  of 

Olivet,  Eaton  County,  was   born   in    Hart- 

^   ford,  Conn.,  June  8, 1820.   His  father,  Caleb 

g|!  Goodwin,  was  a  merchant  of  that  city  and 
was  descended  from  one  of  the  first  settlers  of 
Hartford,  whose  family  name  is  one  of  the  most 
common  as  well  as  one  of  the  most  distinguishjed 
among  the  representatives  of  the  Puritan  stock  of 
Connecticut.  His  mother  was  a  lineal  descendant 
of  Col.  Elisha  Williams,  of  Wethersfield,  one  of  the 
early  Presidents  of  Yale  College,  and  was  also  a 
niece  of  the  late  Hon.  Thomas  S.  Williams,  Chief 
Justice  of  Connecticut. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  his  early  edu- 
cation in  Hartford  and  was  graduated  from  Yale 
College  in  1840  in  a  class  that  numbers  many  dis- 
tinguished names  in  the  roll  of  authors,  professors, 
jurists  and  other  professional  men  who  have  made 
their  mark  in  the  world.     For  a  few  years  after  his 


graduation  Mr.  Goodwin  was  engaged  in  teaching 
and  study  and  spent  some  months  in  Virginia  as 
tutor  in  the  family  of  Benjamin  Harrison,  uncle  of 
the  present  and  nephew  of  the  former  President 
Harrison  who  was  inaugurated  in  1841,  during  his 
residence  at  the  family  mansion.  In  1843  he  en- 
tered the  Union  Theological  Seminary  in  New  York 
City,  where  he  spent  two  years,  and  later  spent  one 
year  at  Yale  Divinity  School  in  New  Haven. 

After  two  or  three  years  of  further  study  and 
occasional  preaching  at  Andover,  Salem,  Worcester 
and  Hartford  in  1850  Mr.  Goodwin  removed  to 
the  West  and  became  pastor  of  the  First  Congre- 
gational Church  at  Rockford,  111.,  where  he  lived 
until  the  close  of  1871.  There  he  was  actively 
associated  with  the  growing  civilization  and  edu- 
cational institutions  of  that  section  of  the  country, 
the  New  England  of  the  West,  and  was  especially 
connected  with  the  founding  and  growth  of  Rock- 
ford  Female  Seminary,  of  which  he  was  a  trustee 
and  Secretary. 

In  1854  Mr.  Goodwin  was  married  to  Martha 
French,  daughter  of  the  late  Hon.  Dr.  John  French, 
of  Bath,  N.  H.,a  lady  of  great  beauty  and  pre-emi- 
nent strength  of  character,  whose  radiant  spirit  and 
graces  of  heart  and  intellect  shed  sweetness  and 
light  wherever  she  moved.  By  her  he  had  four 
children,  two  sons  and  two  daughters,  all  of  whom 
are  living,  and  one  son  has  recently  entered  the 
ministry.  At  the  beginning  of  1872  Mr.  Goodwin 
resigned  his  pastorate  in  Rockford,  which  had  con- 
tinued for  more  than  twenty-one  years,  and  in  the 
summer  of  that  year  he  went  abroad  with  his  fam- 
ily, visiting  England  and  Scotland  on  the  way  to 
Germany,  where  he  lived  for  two  years.  On  his 
return  home  in  1874  he  published  a  theological 
treatise  entitled  "Christ  and  Humanity,"  written 
during  his  residence  abroad,  a  work  which  has  re- 
ceived high  commendation  both  from  English  and 
American  critics. 

In  the  fall  of  1875  the  Rev.  Dr.  Goodwin  re- 
ceived the  appointment  of  Professor  of  English 
Literature  in  Olivet  College,  together  with  that  of 
associate  pastor  of  the  college  church  and  removed 
with  his  family  to  Olivet,  where  he  has  since  re- 
sided. A  few  months  after  this  removal,  in  the 
spring  of  1877,  he  experienced  the  great  affliction 
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of  his  life  in  the  death  of  his  beloved  wife,  and  he 
has  since  remained  a  widower,  cheered  in  his  re- 
cently built  and  attractive  home  by  the  compan- 
ionship and  devotion  of  his  accomplished  daughter. 
In  1877  he  received  from  Olivet  College  the  hon- 
orary degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity. 

After  twelve  years'  of  service  as  professor  and 
preacher,  Prof.  Goodwin  resigned    his   position  in 
the  college  in  1887  and  has  since  devoted  himself 
to  literary  labor.     In  addition  to  the  volume  al- 
ready mentioned   he   has  published  a  considerable 
number  of   sermons  and  addresses  besides    many 
articles  for  the  Reviews,  chiefly  the  New  Eng  lander. 
Among  the  former  may  be  -mentioned  "The  Sug- 
gestive Method,"  an  educational  address  delivered 
before  the  State  Teachers    Convention  in  Illinois; 
"The  Pilgrim   Fathers,  Their    Character  and   His- 
tory;"  "Moral  Uses  of  Beauty;"  "The  Seven  Pillars 
of  Womanhood."  Among  the  latter  are  "Thoughts, 
Words,  and  Things,"  an  essay  on  the  philosophy  of 
language  published  in  the  "Bibliotheca  Sacra"  for 
1849;  a  review  of  Dr.  Bushnell's  "Sermons  for  the 
New   Life"  in    the   New  Englander,  1859;  "Chris- 
tian   Nurture,"  1861:    fc'Mind    in    Nature,"   1876; 
"Horace  Bushnell;  Life  and  Letters  "1880-81  ;  "The 
Bible   as  a  Book   of   Education,"  1883;  "Woman 
Suffrage,"   1884;  "The    Christian    Consciousness," 
1885;  "Wordsworth  as  a  Spiritual  Teacher,"  1887; 
''Coleridge  as  a  Philosopher,"  January,  1891. 


ON.  AMOS  C.  TOWNE.  This  gentleman 
has  been  a  potent  factor  in  increasing  the 
agricultural  resources  of  Barry  County, 
w  and  although  he  has  retired  from  active 
work,  he  is  still  deeply  interested  in  farming  and 
farmers.  He  owns  two  hundred  acres  of  fine  land 
in  Prairieville  Township  where  all  the  modern  im- 
provements are  to  be  seen  and  an  old-fashioned 
dwelling  throws  wide  its  hospitable  doors.  The 
owner  of  this  fine  property  has  taken  great  pride 
in  raising  high-grade  sheep  and  now  has  some 
excellent  specimens  on  his  estate.  He  has  not  only 
worked  out  his  theories  and  given  close  study  to 
agricultural  affairs,  but  has  made  a  note  of  his  ob- 


servations and  experiences  in  extensive  articles  for 
various  agricultural  journals.  He  has  furnished 
the  State  Agricultural  Department  at  Lansing  with 
valuable  information  for  several  years. 

Little  is  known  of  the  ancestral  history  of  the 
Towne  family  beyond  the  fact  that  it  is  of  English 
extraction.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  Amos 
Towne,  a  native  of  the  old  Bay  State  and  graduate 
of  a  Massachusetts  college.  He  removed  to  Bakers- 
field,  Vt.,  where  he  make  the  acquaintance  of  the 
lady  who  became  his  wife  and  whence  he  removed 
to  Batavia,N.  Y.  in  1822.  In  that  place  his  death 
occurred  April  3,  1852,  he  being  then  fifty-three 
years  old.  He  was  a  physician  and  devoted  him- 
self with  energy  and  skill  to  his  profession  as  long 
as  his  life  was  spared. 

The   mother  of   the   Hon.  A.  C.  Towne  was  of 
distinguished  ancestry,  her  parents  being  Col.  and 
Hannah  (Baker)    Hazelton,    the  former  of   whom 
was  a   Revolutionary  soldier  and  a  prominent  and 
wealthy  citizen  of   Massachusetts.     Her    maternal 
grandfather   went    to    Franklin    County,  Vt.,  and 
purchased    an    entire    township,  and    the  town  of 
Bakersfield    was    named  in  his  honor.     One  of  his 
sons  held  the  office  of  Township  Clerk  for  fifty-five 
years  and  recorded  every  deed  during  that  period. 
This  family  was  of  French  extraction.     Mr.  Baker 
sold  half  of  the   township  to  his  son-in-law,  Col. 
Hazelton,  and  at  that  point  his  daughter,    Hannah 
Baker   Hazelton,  grew  to    maturity  and    married 
Amos  Towne.  The  children  born  of  this  union  were 
nine  in  number,  two   now  surviving — our  subject 
and  a  sister.    The  mother  was  highly  educated,  hav- 
ing finished   her  studies  in  Middlebury  (Vt.)  Col- 
lege.   She  departed  this  life  August  26,  1865,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-six  years. 

The  ancestral  home,  Bakersfield, Franklin  County, 
Vt.,  was  the  birthplace  of  Amos  C.  Towne,  whose 
eyes  opened  to  the  light  April  10,  1818.  He  re- 
ceived his  primary  education  in  the  district  school 
and  then  took  a  five  years'  course  in  Alexandra 
Seminary  in  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.  He  was  grad- 
uated before  he  became  of  age,  although  he  had 
taught  during  the  winter  months  to  obtain  money 
with  which  to  pay  his  college  expenses.  His 
taste  led  him  to  farming  and  after  completing  his 
education    he   bought  a  small   farm   in    Genesee 
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County.  The  title,  however,  proved  defective  and 
he  lost  the  land  and  all  that  he  had  invested  in 
it.  During  October,  1843,  he  accepted  a  position 
as  traveling  salesman  and  collector  for  a  merchant 
at  a  salary  of  $1  per  day  and  expenses  and  imme- 
diately started  for  the  South.  During  the  ensuing 
fire  years  he  traveled  all  through  the  Southern 
States,  meeting  many  prominent  men  and  witness- 
ing phases  of  slavery  which  was  then  in  full  force. 
He  saw  many  slaves  sold  from  the  block. 

In  1849  Mr.  Towne  returned  to  Batavia,  N.  Y., 
and  soon  afterward  started  for  the  West,  stopping 
in  DeKalb  County,  III.,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
the  insurance  business  a  year  or  so.  He  then  re- 
turned to  the  Empire  State  for  a  bride,  whom  he 
brought  to  Illinois  their  home  being  established  in 
a  log  house  on  a  newly  purchased  farm.  Within 
three  years  the  owner  disposed  of  the  tract  at 
double  the  price  paid,  having  in  the  meantime 
made  $1,500  in  cattle  dealing.  His  next  move  was 
to  come  to  Barry  County  and  buy  a  part  of  his 
present  farm  on  which  he  settled  in  the  spring  of 
1855. 

The  wife  of  Mr.  Towne  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Abina  M.  Pentill  and  was  born  in  Byron,  Genesee 
County,  N.  Y.,  July  2,  1826.  Her  father,  Capt. 
James  Pentill,  was  a  well  known  and  prominent 
citizen  of  that  county  and  at  his  residence  the 
marriage  was  solemnized  September  12,  1850.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Towne  have  two  children — Willie  C. 
and  May  E.  The  former  married  Delia  Ells  and 
occupies  the  homestead  of  which  he  has  had  entire 
charge  for  the  past  twelve  years.  May  departed 
this  life  December  3,  1886;  she  was  the  wife  of 
Manley  M.  Chose.  The  wife  and  mother  entered 
into  rest  August  11,  1879,  at  the  age  of  fifty-three 
years.  She  was  a  woman  of  fine  character  and  had 
a  large  circle  of  sincere  friends. 

Mr.  Towne,  while  not  identified  with  any  church, 
has  been  active  in  various  phases  of  religious  work, 
particularly  in  the  Sunday-schools.  He  believes  in 
doing  right  at  all  times  and  under  all  circum- 
stances, regardless  of  the  opinion  of  the  pub- 
lic and  his  actions  as  well  as  his  opinions  have 
been  characterized  by^manly  independence.  No 
one  is  held  in  higher  esteem  or  has  been  the  recipi- 
ent of  greater  confidence.     He  has  been  Notary 


Public  for  many  years  and  has  transacted  a  large 
amount  of  business  for  his  neighbors  and  friends. 
He  was  first  elected  Supervisor  of  Barry  Township 
in  1864  and  for  nearly  twenty  years  served  in  that 
capacity.  He  was  Representative  during  1874-75 
and  he  has  been  a  familiar  figure  in  county,  con- 
gressional and  State  conventions  for  the  past  thirty 
years.  Reared  a  Democrat  he  became  a  Republican 
in  1856  and  has  since  been  a  zealous  supporter  of 
the  organization,  in  the  councils  of  which  his  advice 
has  often  been  sought. 


ILLIAM  W.  CHILDS,  who  is  in  point  of 
settlement,  one  of  the  oldest  residents  of 
Charlotte,  where  he  has  a  fine  farm  advan- 
tageously located  within  the  corporation,  is  the  son 
of  a  former  well-known  citizen  of  Eaton  County, 
who  was  classed  among  its  most  honored  pioneers 
and  was  a  prominent  member  of  its  judiciary.  Our 
subject  is  derived  from  a  sterling  New  England 
ancestry,  and  the  blood  of  good  old  Revolutionary 
stock  runs  in  his  veins.  He  was  born  in  Ashtabula 
County,  Ohio,  in  the  town  of  Sheffield,  November, 
11,  1832.  He  is  the  son  of  the  late  Judge  Osrayn 
Childs,  who  was  born  in  the  town  of  Worthington, 
Hampshire  County,  Mass.,  April  18,  1798.  He 
was  in  turn  a  son  of  Cyrus  Childs,  who  is  also 
supposed  to  have-a  native  of  Massachusetts.  He 
took  an  active  part  in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill, 
and  served  with  credit  throughout  the  entire  Rev- 
olution. He  subsequently  went  to  the  State  of 
New  York,  and  his  last  days  were  spent  at  Cone- 
wango,  Cattaraugus  County. 

Judge  Childs  was  reared  and  educated  iu  Massa- 
chusetts and  then  became  a  resident  of  New  York 
whence  he  went  to  Ohio  in  1824,  and  was  one  of 
the  early  pioneers  of  Sheffield  where  he  bought  a 
tract  of  forest-covered  land.  He  devoted  the  most 
of  his  time  to  his  trade  as  a  stone,  brick  and  plas- 
ter mason.  As  early  as  1836  he  visited  the  Terri- 
tory of  Michigan  to  sell  apples,  peaches,  etc.,  and 
during  the  several  trips  that  he  made  across  the 
border  from  Ohio  he  became  familiar  with  the 
country  and    being   pleased    with    its   appearance 
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finally  decided  to  locate  here,  and  in  1840  settled 
with   his   family    in    Eaton    County,  the   removal 
hither  through  the  intervening  forests,  swamps  and 
prairies   being    made  with  a  pair  of  horses  and  a 
yoke  of  oxen.     He  bought  a  tract  of   timber  land 
in  what  is  now  Hamlin  Township.     A  log  house 
stood  on  the  place  and  the  family  resided  in   that 
until  December,  1842,  when  the  father  traded  for  a 
tract  of  land  in  Eaton  Township  two  and  a  half 
miles   from   the  court  house.     It  was  heavily  tim- 
bered at  the  time  of  purchase  and  the  log  house 
that  the  Judge  erected  was  the  first  improvement 
made.     In  1855  he  replaced  that  abode  by  a  more 
pretentious  brick  residence. 

In  1849  Judge  Childs  joined  the   gold  seekers 
bound  over  the  plains  to  the  new  Eldorado  on  the 
Pacific  Coast.     He  was  taken  sick  on  the  way  and 
was  left  by  his  companions  at  Salt  Lake  City  among 
the  Mormons  and  was  with  them  nine  months  be- 
fore he  was  able  to  resume  his  journey  over  the 
Rockies  to  California.  He  made  a  stay  of  two  years 
in  the  Golden  State  and  then  returned  to  Eaton 
County.     He  lived  quietly  on  his  farm  until  1864, 
and  then  removed  to  Charlotte,  where  he  made  his 
home  until  he  was  called  to  a  higher  one  not  made 
with  hands.     He  was  a  man  of  much  ability  and  of 
rare  merit,  an  I   these  facts  were  duly  recognized 
by  his   fellow-citizens  who  honored  him  by  calling 
him  to  the  bench  as  the  second  Judge  of  Probate 
of  Eaton  County,  which  position  he  held  for  eight 
years,  performing  its  duties  without  fear  or  favor 
and  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  all  concerned.    He 
was  also  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  held  other  town- 
ship offices.     In   early  life   he  was  a  Whig  in  his 
political  views  but  after  the  formation  of  the  Re- 
publican party  he  became  identified  with  that.    He 
was  a  devoted  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  he  gave  to  the  world  the  example  of  a 
pure,  upright  life. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject 
was  Lucy  Butler.  She  was  a  native  of  Pompey, 
Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  of  which  her  father,  Sol- 
omon Butler,  was  a  pioneer  farmer  and  he  was 
prominent  in  its  public  life.  In  1840  he  came  to 
Michigan,  and  his  life  was  subsequently  brought  to 
a  close  in  Eaton  Township.  Mrs.  Childs  used  to 
spin  and  weave  and  her  family  was  clothed  entirely 


by  her  deft  hands.  She  was  a  good  housewife  and 
the  meals  that  she  cooked  before  the  open  fireplace 
were  very  appetizing.  In  1852  her  busy  and  use- 
ful life  was  rounded  out  by  death.  She  was  the 
mother  of  four  children  who  grew  to  manhood  and 
womanhood  and  three  died  in  infancy:  our  sub- 
ject; Nancy  who  married  James  Turner;  Martha 
who  married  Lorenzo  Hatch,  and  Henry  O.  who 
married  Susan  A.  Brooks.  Only  two  are  now  liv- 
ing— William  and  Henry. 

A  lad  of  seven  years  when  his   parents  brought 
him  to  Michigan,  our  subject  has  a  vivid   remem- 
brance of  the  pioneer  life  in   the  new  home.     He 
attended    the  primitive  schools  of  the  time  that 
were  taught  in  log  houses  that  were  furnished  with 
seats  made  of  boards  split  by  hand   and  supported 
by  wooden  pins.     Holes  were  bored  in  the  logs  at 
the  side  of  the  buildings,  in  which  wooden   pegs 
were  inserted  on  which  boards  were  laid  for  desks. 
The  country  was  almost  a  literal  wilderness  as  the 
settlers  had  not  made  very  rapid  progress  in  clear- 
ing away  the    forests,  draining   the  swamps   and 
developing  the   land,  and   deer,  wild  turkeys  and 
other  game  were  plentiful.   As  soon  as  he  was  large 
enough  to  handle  a  rifle  our  subject  began  to  hunt 
and  many  a  deer  pelt  did  he  secure  in  those  times, 
which  he  sold  for  spending  money  as  specie  was  a 
scarce  article,  and  the  pioneer  lads  had  to  resort  to 
various  devices  to  get  a  little  lucre.     There  were 
no   railways  in  the  county   for  over   twenty-five 
years  after  the  family  settled  here,  and   Jackson 
was  the  nearest  market  for  produce. 

Mr.  Childs  remained  with  his  parents  until  their 
death.  In  1865  he  bought  the  farm  that  he  now 
owns  and  occupies  at  Charlotte.  When  it  came 
into  his  possession  the  few  acres  cleared  and  the 
log  cabin  and  frame  barn  standing  on  the  place 
constituted  the  only  improvements.  Within  the 
last  two  decades  he  has  wrought  a  great  change 
and  has  all  but  twenty-five  acres  of  the  one  hun- 
dred acres  comprised  in  his  homestead  cleared  and 
finely  developed,  it  being  supplied  with  a  neat  set 
of  frame  buildings  and  all  the  necesssary  improve- 
ments for  carrying  on  farming  successfully.  Our 
subject  possesses  in  a  full  degree  those  traits  of 
character  that  command  at  once  the  esteen  and 
respect  of  men  and  his  place  is  among  our  best  eit- 
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izens,  who  are  earnestly  interested  in  the  welfare 
of  their  township,  materially,  socially  and  morally. 
In  him  the  Congregational  Church  finds  one  of 
its  most  earnest  members  who  has  been  an  impor- 
tant factor  in  its  upbuilding. 

Mr.  Childs  has  been  twice  married.  He  was 
wedded  in  1855  to  Miss  Emily  E.  Parker  and  of 
their  pleasant  married  life  three  children  were  born, 
namely:  Mina  L.,  wife  of  John  W.  Saunders;  Hat- 
tie,  wife  of  Elton  Dolson,  and  Willie.  May  2, 
1879,  the  family  was  called  on  to  mourn  the  death 
of  the  devoted  wife  and  mother.  In  April,  1883 
our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  to  his  present 
estimable  wife,  formerly  Miss  Sarah  Benjamin. 

^ ^B~£f^ — 


ON.  A.  D.  RORK  is  a  gentleman  of  intelli- 
gence and  one  of  the  prominent  men  of 
Hastings,  Barry  County.  He  is  the  recipi- 
ent of  an  excellent  education,  gained  at 
Ypsilanti  Normal  School  and  Hastings.  Mr.  Rork 
added  to  his  learning  by  taking  charge  of  a  school 
for  five  terms.  He  is  an  active  worker  in  local 
political  matters,  working  for  the  Republican  party 
and  in  1876-77  was  elected  Representative  for  this 
county.  All  his  work  while  in  the  Legislature 
showed  his  choice  by  his  adherents  to  have  been  an 
excellent  one.  Being  a  ready  speaker  and  apt  in 
illustration,  he  was  well  qualified  to  represent  his 
county. 

The  parents  of  Mr.  Rork  were  David  and  Polly 
(Doty)  Rork,  natives  of  New  York  and  Connecti- 
cut respectively.  Their  son,  our  subject,  was  born 
in  1832  at  Sheridan,  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y. 
His  father  engaged  in  farming  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  removing  in  1841  to  Wisconsin  where  he 
engaged  in  sawmilling  and  farming,  remaining  a 
few  years,  and  from  there  came  with  his  family  to 
this  county  and  settled  in  Rutland  Township  on  a 
farm,  where  he  continued  until  his  death,  dying  of 
typhoid  fever  in  1854.  He  held  prominent  offices 
in  the  township,  being  Supervisor,  Commissioner 
of  Highways  and  filling  many  minor  offices.  The 
mother  lived  a  number  of  years  after  her  husband's 
death,  dying  in  1885.     Of  this  union  nine  children 


were  born,  six  of  whom  are  now  living — Asa  D., 
William  W.,  Martin  V.,  Peter  L.,  Estes,  Ann  L. 
(Mrs.  Bower.) 

After  the  father's  death  Mr.  Rork  purchased  the 
old  homestead  of  one  hundred  and  seventeen  acres, 
on  which  he  erected  a  fine  house,  living  there  until 
1885,  when  he  came  to  this  city.  As  his  father 
before  him  Mr.  Rork  has  held  all  the  township  of- 
fices, doing  surveying  throughout  the  county.  To 
use  the  phrase  that  so  aptly  expresses  an  enterpris- 
ing American  citizen,  he  is  a  regular  fkhustler"  and 
never  lets  the  grass  grow  under  his  feet. 

To  Mr.  and  Rork  and  his  wife  Miss  Jane  O. 
Topping,  of  Rutland  Township,  were  born  seven 
children:  Francis  A. ; Marietta  married  John  Belson 
and  is  the  mother  of  one  child — Bernie;  Ada  M. 
married  Mr.  Austin  and  has  one  child — Frank;  Ida 
M.  is  the  wife  of  Rollins  C.  Leach  and  is  the  mother 
of  two  children — Acelia  and  Florence;  Charles  R., 
Minnie  and  Elizabeth.  The  mother  of  these  chil- 
dren died  in  1880.  Mr.  Rork  was  a  second  time 
united  in  marriage  with  Aimira  A.  Andrews,  of 
New  Jersey.  At  present  our  subject  is  engaged  as 
a  dealer  in  fresh  and  salt  meats  on  Jefferson  Street, 
doing  an  extensive  business,  keeping  three  men 
employed.  He  and  his  wife  attend  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  being  consistent  members  of 
that  denomination.  He  has  become  known  to  a 
wide  circle  of  acquaintances  who  invariably  look 
upon  him  with  respect  for  his  upright  life  and  char- 
acter as  well  as  for  his  executive  abilities. 


YLVANUS  PEABODY  is  one  of  the  old 
settlers  in  Roxana  Township,  Eaton 
County,  and  has  been  associated  with  its 
farming  interests  for  many  years,  and  his 
record  is  honorable  alike  to  himself  and  the  com- 
munity. Mr.  Peabody  is  the  largest  tax  payer  in 
the  township.  He  has  always  been  conservative 
both  in  act  and  in  principle,  looking  well  to  the 
spending  of  every  cent  he  earned.  He  has  the 
entire  confidence  of  everyone  and  his  name  is  a 
synonym  for  honesty. 

William  Peabody,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
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of  English  descent,  born  in  Nova  Scotia  March  1, 
1791.  He  came':with  his  parents  to  New  York  in 
early  childhood  and  has  always  lived  in  that  State. 
During  his  early  life  he  was  a  farmer,  but  accumu- 
lated quite  an  amount  of  wealth  and  retired  when 
between  fifty  and  sixty  years  old.  The  mother, 
Hannah  Warren  Peabody,  a  native  of  New  York, 
died  at  the  age  of  ninety  years  in  1876.  She  was 
for  many  years  a  worthy  and  consistent  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  She  was  the 
mother  of  six  children,  two  living. 

Sylvanus  Peabody  was  born  and  reared  a  farmer, 
receiving  his  education  in   the  district  school.     In 
1849,  when  twenty-one  years  old,   he  started  from 
his  home  in   New  York  for  California.     He  made 
his  way  to  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa,  where  he  joined  a 
company  of  men  and  began  his  march  across  the 
great  American   desert.     This  company  was  com- 
posed of  about  one  hundred  men   from  Iowa  and 
Wisconsin,  but  becoming  dissatisfied  they  disbanded 
and  formed  into  small  squads  and  so  traveled  over 
the   plains.     Mr.   Peabody  was  six   months  going 
from   Council  Bluffs  to  California.     Once  during 
the  journey  the  cattle  of  the  company   were  stam- 
peded  by  Indians  and  seven  head  captured.     He 
spent  about  one   year   mining   for  gold  and  was 
finally   successful.      He   then    returned    home  by 
water,  arriving  in  New  York  State  in  1851,  where 
he  remained  on  a  farm  for  five  years.     In  1856  he 
came  to  Eaton  County,  Mich.,  and  purchased  land 
in  Roxana  Township.     This  land  was  covered  with 
heavy  timber  and   the  country  was  a  wilderness. 
He  built  a  log  house  and  began  clearing  his  land. 
The  roads  were  cut  through  but  were  poor  cor- 
duroy. 

Mr.  Peabody  was  married  in  1857  to  Jane  E. 
Compton.  She  is  the  daughter  of  the  Rev.  John 
Compton,  a  native  of  New  York,  and  was  born  in 
Ionia  County,  Mich.,  in  1838.  Her  father  came  to 
Michigan  in  1837  and  settled  in  Ionia  County,  and 
entered  land  on  which  he  still  lives.  For  more 
than  thirty-five  years  he  has  been  one  of  the  well- 
known  local  ministers  of  that  district.  Her  mother 
died  when  she  was  but  a  little  child. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peabody  have  a  family  of  six  chil- 
dren—William C,  Albert  J.,  Hiram  O.,  Guy  F., 
Frederick  L.  and  Charles  H.     The  children  have 


all  received  good  educational  advantages.  Guy  C. 
is  a  physician  at  Sunfield,  Eaton  County.  Our 
subject  has  been  a  prominent  officer  in  the  town. 
He  has  been  Treasurer,  Highway  Commissioner  and 
School  Assessor.  For  more  than  thirty  years  he 
has  been  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order.  He  is  a 
Republican  in  politics.  Mrs.  Peabody  is  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Mr.  Peabody  has  added  to  his  possessions  until 
he  now  owns  four  hundred  and  thirty  acres  of  well- 
improved  land.  On  this  farm  he  has  plain  but 
substantial  houses  which  match  in  character  its 
owner.  He  was  always  a  hard-working  man  and 
believed  in  taking  care  of  his  possessions  until  he 
has  now  property  on  which  he  pays  the  largest  tax 
in  the  township. 


-*-+*©*&*+-*• 


BNER  H.  BRAINARD,  one  of  the  honored 
and  respected  citizens  of  Eaton  Rapids, 
was  born  in  Greene  County,  N.  Y.,  August 
29,  1810.  His  parents  were  Zachariah  and 
Jane  (Wheeler)  Brainard,  whose  four  children  were 
named  Phoebe,  Zachariah,  Levi  and  Abner  H.  The 
latter  grew  to  manhood  in  Greene  County,  receiv- 
ing such  educational  advantages  as  were  common 
in  that  day.  Upon  attaining  years  of  maturity  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Cornelia  M.  Ded- 
rick,  of  Greene  County,  and  to  them  were  born 
five  children,  three  of  whom  lived  to  be  adults: 
Francis  M.,  William  D.  and  James  B. 

About  1840  Mr.  Brainard  emigrated  to  Dela- 
ware County,  Ohio,  where  he  followed  his  trade  of 
a  carpenter  and  joiner.  Long  before  the  reaper 
and  binder  were  known,  hand  cradles  were  used, 
and  being  in  demand  he  engaged  with  a  company 
to  manufacture  them.  He  was  also  employed  in 
the  same  way  as  foreman  in  Columbus  State  Prison. 
In  1846  he  removed  to  Jackson,  Mich.,  where  he 
had  charge  of  the  same  business  in  the  Jackson 
Penitentiary.  In  1856  he  located  in  Eaton  Rapids, 
where  he  is  still  living.  His  good  wife  has  passed 
away.  All  of  their  children  enlisted  in  the  Sixth 
Michigan  Infantry,  and  served  with  credit  and 
honor  during  the  late  war:  James,  the  youngest, 
was  promoted  to  be  Second  Lieutenant  at  New  Or- 
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leans,  and  died  in  June,  1864,  of  disease  contracted 
in  the  army;  William  D.  was  mustered  out  as  First 
Lieutenant,  after  an  army  career  characterized  by 
striking  bravery  and  courage.  For  further  particu- 
lars see  his  sketch  on  another  page  of  this  volume. 


WNSON  SCOTT.  Among  the  influential 
®£JII  citizens  of  Eaton  County  is  Mr.  Scott,  the 
proprietor  of  a  large  farm  in  Chester 
Township  and  well-known  throughout 
Eaton  County  as  a  successful  breeder  of  Clydes- 
dale and  Morgan  horses.  Of  the  latter  class  he  has 
some  fine  thorough-bred  trotters,  with  good  records 
for  speed.  Mr.  Scott  comes  of  good  New  England 
blood,  and  is  a  native  of  that  part  of  the  country, 
born  amid  the  pleasant  Vermont  hills  in  Grand 
Isle  County,  July  22,  1829. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Harry  Scott,  was  also 
a  native  of  the  Green  Mountain  State,  his  birth  oc- 
curring October  12,  1790.     He  was  a  life-long  res- 
ident of  the  State  of  his  nativity,  where  he  carried 
on  farming  and  also  engaged  in  shoemaking  until 
death  terminated  his  useful  career  July    28,   1837. 
He  was  a  sincere  Christian  and  a  firm   believer  in 
the  doctrines  of  the  Universalist  Church.     He  was 
blessed  with  a  good  wife  to  whom  he  was   wedded 
August  23,   1812.     She  was  likewise   a  native  of 
Vermont,  born  August    24,  1793,  and    her  maiden 
name  was  Canelia  Wicker.     Her  parents,  Joseph 
and  Dolly  (Knapp)  Wicker,  were  married  October 
14,  1792,  and  the  father  departed  this   life  Decem- 
ber 10,  1795.     Mrs.  Wicker  was  born  January  26, 
1773.     The  mother  of  our  subject  died  in  1871     at 
an  advanced  age.     Four  of  her  ten   children  are 
living  at  this  writing  (1891). 

Our  subject  passed  his  early  life  on  a  farm  and 
gained  his  education  in  the  rude  log  schoolhouse, 
furnished  with  slab  seats  and  a  puncheon  floor. 
Only  eight  years  old  when  his  father  died,  he  was 
early  thrown  upon  his  own  resources,  and  at  fifteen 
years  of  age  began  carpenter  work,  and  has  fol- 
lowed that  trade  at  different  times  since.     Early  in 


the  '60s  he  came  to  Michigan  for  the  purpose  of 
selecting  a  suitable  location  for  a  home,  and  being 
pleased  with  the  situation  of  Chester  Township  and 
its  numerous"  advantages,  he  purchased  land  here, 
on  which  he  settled  when  he  came  here  to  live  per- 
manently in  September,  1864.  His  property  was 
only  partly  improved,  and  he  set  to  work  with 
good  will  to  develop  it. 

Fifteen  years  ago  Mr.  Scott  located  upon  his  pres- 
ent farm,  which  is  pleasantly  situated  one-half  mile 
south  of  Chester  Center.     He  has   three    hundred 
and  seventy-five   acres  of   fertile,   well-cultivated 
land,  provided  with  all  the  necessary  improvements 
in  the  shape  of  substantial  buildings,  and  admirably 
adapted  to  general    farming  purposes.     Mr.  Scott 
has  his  farm  well-stocked,  and  has  good  reason  to 
be  proud  of  his  fine  Morgan   trotters,  which  are  of 
good  blood  and  excel  in  speed.     He  has  done  well 
in  his  career  as  a  farmer,  for  when  he  started  out 
in  life  he  had  no  means  whatever.     He  was   pos- 
sessed however,  of   excellent  physical   and  mental 
endowments,  and  by  the  exercise  of  that  wise  econ- 
omy that  knows  when  to  spend  as  well  as  to  save, 
and  by  judicious  management  he  has  become  one 
of  the  solid  men  of  his  township,  and  is  to-day  in 
good  circumstances. 

One  of  life's  truest  blessings  has  been  granted  to 
our  subject  in  a  good  wife,  to  whom  he  was  wedded 
in  1852.  Mrs.  Scott's  maiden  name  was  Ann  B. 
Pike,  and  she  is  a  native  of  Vermont,  her  birth- 
place being  the  same  as  that  of  her  husband.  Of 
their  six  children,  these  four  are  living — Elmon, 
George  E.,  Harvey  and  Ida  J.  All  have  been  given 
fine  educational  advantages.  Elmon  was  a  student 
at  Albion  College  one  term  where  he  won  a  fine 
record  for  scholarship.  He  read  law  in  Charlotte, 
was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  practiced  there  some 
years.  He  went  to  Washington  in  1880  and  so 
rapidly  has  he  risen  in  his  profession  he  is  now  a 
member  of  the  Supreme  Bench  of  that  State,  being 
the  youngest  judge  in  that  commonwealth. 

Mr.  Scott  and  his  family  are  of  high  social  stand- 
ing in  the  community.  He  bears  a  fine  reputation 
among  his  neighbors  and  associates,  as  he  is  always 
friendly  and  obliging  in  his  intercourse  with  others, 
and  deals  justly  by  ail.  He  is  a  stanch  Republican 
and  is  quite  prominent  in  the  political  life  of  this 
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county,  keeping  himself  well-informed  as  to  the 
'political  issues  of  the  day,  and  frequently  serving 
as  a  delegate  to  conventions.  A  view  of  his  fine 
estate  is  presented  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 
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fif/OHN  W.  EARL.  A  well-to-do  farmer  of 
Barry  County,  Mr.  Earl  is  the  owner  of  two 
hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  land.  His  home 
farm  is  situated  on  section  35,  Orangeville 
Township,  and  he  has  resided  thereon  since  1850. 
He  was  born  on  the  17th  of  August,  1840,  in 
Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  and  is  a  son  of  John  H.  Earl, 
a  native  of  Vermont,  born  July  18,  1815.  His 
mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Lorinda  Morsman, 
was  a  native  of  the  Empire  State  and  is  now  de- 
ceased. 

At  the  age  of  fifteen  years  John  H.  Earl  left 
his  old  home  and  went  to  New  York  where  he 
engaged  as  a  sailor  on  Lakes  Ontario,  Michigan 
and  Erie.  For  twenty  years  he  followed  the  life 
of  a  seaman,  but  at  length  becoming  tired  of  that 
occupation,  he  decided  to  devote  his  energies  to 
some  other  pursuit,  and  in  1840  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Jackson  County,  Mich.  Ten  years  of  his 
life  were  there  spent,  and  in  1850  he  came  to 
Barry  County,  locating  on  a  farm  which  is  now 
the  home  of  our  subject.  He  purchased  the  land 
of  a  Mr.  Osborn  who  in  turn  bought  it  directly 
from  the  Government.  The  greater  part  was  un- 
developed when  Mr.  Earl  obtained  possession,  but 
the  improvements  which  he  and  his  son  have 
placed  upon  it  have  made  it  one  of  the  most  valu- 
able farms  in  the  county. 

Our  subject  was  an  only  child,  and  when  a  babe 
of  a  year  his  parents  left  their  native  county, 
coming  West,  and  thus  almost  his  entire  life  has 
been  spent  in  Michigan.  He  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools  and  the  days  of  his  boyhood 
and  vouth  were  passed  in  play  and  work  in  a 
manner  not  unlike  that  in  which  most  boys  spend 
their  childhood.  He  early  learned  habits  of  in- 
dustry  and  enterprise  from  his  worthy  father,  a 
wide-awake  and  energetic  farmer,  who  knew  how 
to  attend  to  his  business,  neglecting  no  detail. 


It  is  this  that  made  John  H.  Earl  a  valued  citi- 
zen and  his  fellow-townsmen  showed  their  appre- 
ciation of  his  merits  and  ability  by  making  him 
Supervisor  of  Orangeville  Township  clnring  the 
war  and  also  electing  him  to  the  office  of  Treas- 
urer. With  such  an  example  before  him  our  sub- 
ject was  inspired  to  make  the  best  of  himself  and 
of  every  opportunity  placed  in  his  way,  and  he  has 
become  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  the  commu- 
nity as  well  as  one  of  the  successful  farmers.  In 
addition  to  the  old  home  farm  he  owns  a  tract 
just  opposite,  his  possessions  aggregating  two  hun- 
dred and  eighty  acres  of  very  valuable  land  which 
pays  to  him  a  golden  tribute  for  his  care  and  cul- 
tivation. A  view  of  his  comfortable  home  appears 
on  another  page.  Many  valuable  improvements 
have  been  placed  on  the  estate,  including  a  large 
and  most  excellent  basement  barn. 

On  October  26,  1865,  Mr.  Earl  led  to  the  mar- 
riage altar  Miss  Maria  Howard,  a  daughter  of 
Peter  Howard,  who  was  born  in  New  Jersey  and 
on  leaving  that  State  emigrated  to  Ohio  where 
he  made  his  home  some  years.  His  removal  to 
Michigan  occurred  in  1852,  and  he  became  one  of 
the  pioneer  settlers  of  Hope  Township,  few  white 
people  having  invaded  its  wildernesses.  Respected 
by  all  who  knew  him  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1885,  was  the  occasion  of  sincere  regret  on  the  part 
of  many  warm  friends.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Earl 
has  been  born  one  child,  a  little  daughter,  Erfie 
V.,  who  is  the  pride  of  her  parents  and  the  joy  of 
their  home.  They  hold  an  enviable  position  in 
the  social  world,  where  culture  and  worth  are  the 
passports  to  the  best  society.  Mr.  Earl  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Odd  Fellows  fraternity,  in  politics  is  a 
a  Republican,  and  has  attended  a  number  of  the 
county  conventions  of  his  party. 

<fl  WASHINGTON  THOMPSON.  On  sec- 
\pjfi  tion  28,  Vermontvilie  Township,  Eaton 
\V^|  County,  lies  a  pleasant,  finely-tilled,  and 
well-improved  farm,  which  is  represented  by  a  view 
on  another  page.  This  fine  property  belongs  to 
Mr.  Thompson,   who  has  been  a  resident  of  this 
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county  for  nearly  thirty  years,  and  has  aided  in  the 
pioneer  labors  that  have  brought  it  to  its  present 
condition.  Mr.  Thompson  is  a  native  of  Delaware 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  born  in  Masonville,  Septem- 
ber 4,  1829.  He  is  the  son  of  Elisha  and  Abigail 
(Yanwinckler)  Thompson,  also  natives  of  the  Em- 
pire State. 

About  1836  the  parents  of  our  subject  removed 
from  Delaware  County  to  Luzerne  County,  Pa., 
where  the  mother  died.  The  father  remained 
there  a  few  years  and  then  came  West  to  Eaton 
County,  this  State,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  life  among  his  children.  He  was  a  farmer  and 
lumberman  and  was  well  prospered  in  his  agricul- 
tural ventures.  He  was  a  man  of  solid  virtues, 
sensible  and  thoughtful  in  his  views  and  was  in 
moderate  circumstances  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
At  election  times  he  usually  gave  his  support  to 
the  Republican  party.  The  paternal  grandparents 
were  of  English  descent  and  the  maternal  grand- 
father bore  the  name  of  Jacob  Vanwinckler.  The 
parental  family  contained  four  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter, namely:  William,  who  is  now  deceased;  Wash- 
ington A.;  Palmer  J.,  a  farmer  in  Newaygo 
County,  this  State;  Adeline,  Mrs.  Hustead,  also  of 
Newaygo  County ;  and  Edgar,  who  is  deceased. 

Our  subject  remained  in  his  native  county,  Dela- 
ware, until  eight  or  nine  years  of  age  when  he 
accompanied  his  parents  on  their  removal  to  Lu- 
zerne County,  Pa.  He  made  that  county  his  home 
until  about  1856,  at  which  date  he  came  West  to 
Portage  County,  Ohio,  and  six  years  later,  in  1862, 
made  Eaton  County  his  home.  One  year  later  he 
purchased  the  farm  which  is  his  present  abiding 
place  and  began  making  improvements  upon  the 
same.  It  numbered  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
and  at  the  time  of  his  purchase  was  heavily  tim- 
bered. He  now  has  about  one  hundred  acres  under 
the  finest  cultivation,  and  feels  justly  proud  that  he 
has  made  all  the  improvements  himself. 

Mr.  Thompson  purchased  the  land  under  con- 
tract at  $8  an  acre,  paying  $200  down,  leaving  him 
only  $100  as  capital  to  improve  it.  Looking  at 
his  present  estate  it  is  almost  impossible  to  realize 
that  only  a  few  years  ago  it  was  little  more  than  a 
wilderness  with  a  heavy  growth  of  timber  and 
thick  shrubs.     It  is  strange  what  energy  and  per- 


severance can  accomplish  and  how  a  man  in  a  brief 
space  of  time  can  transform  a  spot  where  nature 
runs  riot  into  a  most  habitable  and  attractive  place 
of  residence.  In  1881  he  erected  his  beautiful 
brick  residence,  which  is  one  of  the  finest  in  the 
township.  Although  he  has  never  taken  any  great 
interest  in  politics  he  invariably  casts  his  ballot 
with  the  Republican  party. 

Mr.  Thompson  was  married  January  20,  1852,  to 
Miss  Deborah  Lane,  who  was  born  in  Luzerne 
County,  Pa.,  October  16,  1835.  Her  parents  were 
Reuben  and  Rosetta  (Stewart)  Lane,  natives  of 
Orange  County,  N.  Y.;  they  passed  their  last  days 
in  Luzerne  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thompson 
have  had  born  to  them  five  children:  Rosetta  is 
now  the  wife  of  Edward  Averill,  a  farmer  of 
Yermontville,  and  is  the  mother  of  two  daughters, 
Jennie  and  Ida;  Charles  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
years;  James  is  a  farmer  in  this  township  and  mar- 
ried Ada  Sinclair,  of  Sunfield;  Clara  is  the  wife  of 
Delos  Fuller,  a  machinist  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and 
they  are  the  parents  of  one  child,  Elwin;  Georgie 
is  single  and  remains  at  home  with  her  parents.  A 
reliable,  steady -going  citizen,  an  industrious  farmer 
and  a  good  neighbor,  Mr.  Thompson  is  looked 
upon  with  due  respect  and  enjoys  the  esteem  of  all 
who  know  him. 


-Sfc- 


AN  V.  HELMS.  Among  the  varied  and 
numerous  occupations  by  means  of  which 
men  seek  fame  and  fortune,  there  is  certainly 
none  more  free  from  worry  and  vexation  of  spirit 
than  agricultural  pursuits.  In  the  country  sur- 
rounded on  every  side  by  waving  fields  of  grain 
and  all  the  beauties  of  nature,  man's  soul  is  pos- 
sessed in  calmness  and  he  does  not  wear  himself 
out  as  do  the  busy  people  who  reside  in  a  city. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  numbered  among 
those  who  enjoy  the  freedom  and  peace  of  farm 
life,  and  lives  on  section  35,  in  Roxana  Township, 
Eaton  County. 

Mr.  Helms  was  born  in  Barry  County,  Mich., 
November  1,  1844,  and  is  the  son  of  Uriah  and 
Caroline  Helms.     His  father,  a  native  of  New  York, 
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came  to  Michigan  in  1842  and  located  in  Carlton 
Township,  Barry  County,  where  he  purchased  land, 
residing  there  for  about  two  years.  In  the  spring 
of  1845  he  removed  to  Ottawa  County,  where  he 
purchased  a  large  tract  of  land  which  he  cultivated 
for  about  twelve  years.  Subsequently  he  removed 
to  Kent  County,  where  he  remained  for  a  time,  but 
becoming  dissatisfied  with  the  success  he  attained 
in  farming,  he  concluded  to  try  his  fortune  in  Cal- 
ifornia. He  made  the  trip  by  water  and  was  away 
from  his  home  for  three  years.  In  1862,  after  his 
return,  he  removed  to  Eaton  County,  where  the 
family  resided  for  several  years.  The  spirit  of 
adventure  again  taking  possession  of  Mr.  Helms, 
he  sought  adventures  in  Montana,  entering  the  new 
and  wonderful  mining  fields.  He  died  December 
3,  1875. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Henry  T.,  a  na- 
tive of  New  York,  came  west  to  Ohio,  where  he 
followed  the  trade  of  blacksmithing.  His  mother, 
was  Caroline  Wickham,  born  in  1824,  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Nancy  (Osborn)  Wickham.  Mrs.  Os- 
born  Wickham  was  the  first  white  woman  to  settle 
in  Carlton  Township.  This  couple  came  to  Michi- 
gan in  1836  and  located  in  Barry  County.  Mr. 
Wickham  entered  Government  land  in  this  section 
of  country.  They  subsequently  removed  to  Ottawa 
County,  where  he  died  about  the  year  1854. 

In  the  family  of  Uriah  Helms  are  two  boys,  one 
of  the  two  being  our  subject;  the  other,  Sam  W., 
resides  in  Lansing  Township,  Ingham  County, 
Mich.,  and  married  Arsena  Preston,  a  sister  of  our 
subject's  wife.  Mr.  Helms  was  reared  on  a  farm 
and  recuved  a  common  district  school  education 
attending  school  in  a  log  schoolhouse  with  slab 
seats.  He  resided  with  his  parents  until  he  was  of 
age.  Removing  with  them  to  Eaton  County,  in 
the  fall  of  1862,  he  began  as  clerk  in  a  store  in 
Kent  County  at  Lowell,  when  fourteen  years  old, 
where  he  continued  working  for  about  four  years. 
He  then  took  charge  of  his  father's  farm  until  his 
marriage  which  occurred  in  August,  1867,  when  he 
was  united  to  Miss  Viola  Preston,  a  native  of  Oneida 
Township,  Eaton  County,  Mich.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  Ambrose  and  Sabrina  Preston,  natives 
of  New  York.  She  was  one  of  a  family  of  nine 
children.     Her  children  are:  Fred  R.,  Nellie,  Mary 


S.,  and  Cassie.  Mr.  Helms'  father  owned  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  of  land  which  was  only  par- 
tially improved  at  the  time  he  purchased  it.  He 
was  an  extensive  dealer  in  all  kinds  of  stock. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  is  one  of  the 
most  successful  farmers  of  this  county.  His  farm 
buildings,  although  plain,  are  of  the  most  substan- 
tial kind.  His  stock  is  always  in  good  condition 
and  his  crops  large  and  good.  His  most  striking 
traits  are  the  hearty  good  will  and  jollity  of  one 
who  is  determined  to  make  life  pleasant  to  himself 
and  others,  enjoying  the  good  things  it  can  furnish 
and  seeing  the  bright  side  to  every  dark  cloud. 
Mrs.  Helms'  parents  live  opposite  their  daughter. 
Mrs.  Helm,  the  mother,  aged  eighty  years,  is  blind, 
but  continues  to  do  her  own  work. 


\l/„  ON.  ALBERT  SPAULD1NG  was  born  on  a 
farm  in  Kalamo  Township  during  the  pio- 
neer days  of  Michigan.  His  father,  Hon. 
Thomas  S.  Spaulding,  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
Eaton  County,  was  born  in  Addison,  Vt.,  January 
18,  1807.  He  was  reared  in  his  native  State,  and 
emigrated  to  New  York  when  a  young  man.  On 
March  1,  1832,  he  married  Miss  Maria  Butler,  who 
was  born  in  the  Empire  State,  and  in  1835  with  his 
wife  and  one  child,  he  started  for  the  Territory  of 
Michigan.  He  first  located  in  Albion,  and  as  there 
were  no  railroads  then  the  journey  thither  was 
made  with  teams.  In  September,  1836,  he  pene- 
trated the  wilds  of  Eaton  County,  and  bought  a 
tract  of  timber  in  what  is  now  Kalamo  Township. 
There  he  erected  a  log  cabin  which  is  supposed  to 
be  the  first  building  erected  in  the  township. 

The  surrounding  country^  was  sparsely  settled, 
Indians  being  far  more  plentiful  than  whites,  and 
deer,  bears,  wolves,  and  all  kinds  of  game  being 
numerous.  As  the  country  became  settled,  Mr. 
Spaulding  attained  considerable  prominence  and 
took  an  active  interest  in  public  affairs.  He  served 
as  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Assessor,  and  Treasurer  of 
Kalamo  Township,  and  represented  the  township 
on  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors  several  term?. 
As  Representative  of  the  people  in  the  State  Legis- 
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lature,  he  was  devoted  to  their  interests,  and  took 
a  great  interest  in  promoting  any  measure  for  the 
benefit  of  the  community.  As  a  farmer  he  was  suc- 
cessful and  accumulated  a  fine  estate,  on  which  he 
resided  many  years,  then  removed  to  Charlotte. 
Upon  the  organization  of  the  Merchants'  National 
Bank  in  October,  1883,  he  was  made  President.  He 
died  in  1888,  and  many  testimonials  of  regard  and 
love  followed  him  to  his  last  resting  place. 

y^ILLIAM  STRETCH  has  been  a  resident 
of  Roxana  Township,  Eaton  County,  for 
W^l  twenty-two  years.  The  place  of  his  nativ- 
ity is  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  born 
September  7,  1832.  His  father,  John  Stretch, 
a  native  .of  New  Jersey,  removed  from  that  State 
to  New  York  and  settled  near  Rochester  on  a  farm. 
In  1851  lie  removed  to  Michigan  and  settled  at 
Adrian.  A  short  time  after  he  concluded  to  try 
his  fortunes  farther  west  and  started  for  California 
by  water.  While  crossing  the  Isthmus  on  a  mule 
the  saddle  turned  and  he  fell  and  sprained  his  ankle, 
which  crippled  him  for  some  time  after.  In  spite 
of  the  mishap  he  went  on  to  California,  but  re- 
turned to  his  home  some  time  during  the  same 
year.     He  died  in  Lenawee  County  in  1875. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Joseph  Stretch, 
remained  on  the  old  home  place  in  New  Jersey 
through  his  entire  life.  The  Stretch  family  are  of 
English  descent.  His  mother,  Elizabeth  A.  Lippen- 
cott,  born  in  New  Jersey  in  1805,  was  the  mother 
of  fifteen  children,  six  now  living.  She  died  about 
1871. 

Our  subject  spent  the  days  of  his  childhood  on 
a  farm  and  received  but  a  limited  education.  He 
left  home  when  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  went  to 
New  Jersey,  where  he  engaged  to  work  on  a  farm 
by  the  month.  Subsequently  he  returned  to  Adrian 
coming  from  Toledo  on  the  Lake  Shore  Railroad, 
when  he  again  engaged  to  work  by  the  month  on  a 
farm.  Two  years  of  his  life  was  spent  in  Ohio, 
where  he  engaged  in  farming.  After  his  marriage, 
which  occurred  in  1855,  he  removed  to  Eaton 
County  and  settled  in  Delta  Township,   where  he 


resided  for  one  year.  Later  he  removed  to  Roxana 
Township,  and  bought  land  which  was  only  partly 
cleared.  He  proceeded  with  the  work  of  clearing 
and  improving  until  he  has  made  of  it  a  good 
farm. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  wife  of  Mr.  Stretch  was 
Hattie  Dodge,  a  resident  of  Adrian,  born  in  1835. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  Dr.  Thomas  F.  and  Abi- 
gail (Carpenter)  Dodge.  Her  father  was  a  native 
of  Vermont  and  her  mother  of  New  York.  The 
father  of  Mrs.  Stretch  came  to  Michigan  when  a 
young  man  and  taught  school,  hoping  by  this  work 
to  procure  means  to  aid  him  in  the  study  of  medi- 
cine. He  pursued  the  usual  course  and  began  to 
practice  in  Adrian.  He  was  one  of  the  well-known 
doctors  in  that  part  of  the  county,  and  died  at 
Adrian  in  1875.     The  mother  died  in  1839. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  when  a  young  man, 
worked  out  by  the  month  getting  $10  through  the 
summer  and  $6  during  the  winter  months.  These 
meager  amounts  were  too  little  to  enable  him  to 
lay  by  any  sum  toward  purchasing  a  home.  He 
therefore  started  empty  handed,  and  by  strict  econ- 
omy and  close  industry,  he  has  succeeded  in  at  last 
becoming  the  owner  of  a  desirable  estate.  He  now 
owns  eighty  acres  to  which  he  has  added  many  im- 
provements. During  a  period  of  twelve  years  Mr. 
Stretch  acted  as  Commissioner  of  Highways.  He 
has  been  a  member  of  the  Grange  for  several  years, 
and  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows  for  twenty  years.  In  pol- 
itics he  is  a  Republican.  This  couple  have  no 
children  to  brighten  their  home  but  being  socially 
inclined  they  have  gathered  around  them  a  large 
circle  of  acquaintances. 


3€ 
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//All  LANSON  HARWOOD,  a  pioneer  of  Eaton 
(@zyj!  County,  was  born  in  Worcester  County, 
Mass.,  in  1805,  and  is  the  son  of  Asa  and 
Amanda  (Parsons)  Harwood,  natives  of 
Connecticut.  They  early  settled  in  Worcester 
County,  where  a  family  of  eleven  children  was  born 
to  them,  two  of  whom  survive.  Mr.  Harwood  and 
his  wife  were   highly  respected   and  were  honored 
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wherever  they  resided  as  worthy,  upright  people. 
Alanson  was  reared  in  Worcester  County  and  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  district  schools  of  the 
community.  When  a  young  man  he  left  Massa- 
chusetts and  located  in  Le  Roy,  N.  Y.,  and  in  1842 
came  to  Eaton  Rapids,  Mich.  In  youth  he  was  ap- 
prenticed to  learn  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  and 
joiner,  and  after  coming  to  Eaton  Rapids  followed 
contracting  and  building,  erecting  the  first  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church  and  many  of  the  first  build- 
ings in  the  city. 

Later  Mr.  Harwood  engaged  in  mercantile  pur- 
suits for  twelve  years.  In  politics  he  was  a  Re- 
publican and  was  honored  by  several  local  offices, 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  Township  Clerk,  Treasurer, 
etc.  He  was  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  ability, 
honorable  in  business  transactions,  upright  and 
respected  for  his  stalwart  integrity.  By  his  first 
marriage  five  children  were  born,  of  whom  two 
survive,  and  by  his  second  union  three  children 
were  born. 


'AMES  F.  COOK.  One  of  the  prominent 
dealers  in  Bellevue,  Eaton  County,  is  James 
F.  Cook  who  handles  lumber,  drain  tile, 
_  sewer  pipe,  building  materials  and  coal.  He 
has  the  largest  stock  of  lumber  in  the  place  and 
does  a  good  business  in  the  various  articles  men- 
tioned, and  also  deals  somewhat  in  real  estate.  He 
is  a  grandson  of  Miles  and  Sarah  (Griffin)  Cook,  the 
former  being  a  drummer  in  the  the  Revolution.  He 
was  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Hannah  (Try on)  Cook 
and  grandson  of  a  Welshman  who  emigrated  from 
his  own  country  and  settled  in  Connecticut  about 
1741.  The  family  went  from  that  State  to  Penn- 
sylvania and  later  to  New  York,  and  in  Greene 
County,  Benjamin  Cook,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  June  7,  1791.  He  was  reared  as  a  surveyor 
and  millwright.  He  served  during  two  enlistments 
in  the  War  of  1812  and  took  part  in  the  engage- 
ment at  Sackett's  Harbor. 

Soon  after  he  became  of  age  Benjamin  Cook 
located  in  the  woods  of  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y., 
three  miles  from  a  neighbor.     He  built  two  mills 


for  himself  on  Mattoon  Creek  and  lived  a  bach- 
elor there  until  thirty-six  3- ears  old.  He  then 
married  Lucinda  Foster  who  was  born  in  Ant- 
werp Township,  that  county,  August  11,  1809, 
and  was  a  daughter  of  Edward  and  Lovisa  Fos- 
ter. The  marriage  rites  were  solemnized  June  24, 
1827,  and  of  the  union  eight  children  were  born, 
six  of  whom  grew  to  maturity.  Mr.  Cook  had 
meager  school  privileges  and  after  he  was  of  age 
studied  privately  and  became  well  educated.  He 
was  a  stanch  Republican  during  his  later  years 
and  during  slavery  times  was  an  Abolitionist. 
He  died  in  1880,  when  eighty-nine  years  old.  His 
wife  breathed  her  last  December  18,  1852. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  is  the  next  to  the 
youngest  member  of  the  parental  family  and  was 
born  in  Antwerp  Township,  Jefferson  County, 
N.  Y.,  January  1,  1843.  His  early  life  was  spent 
on  a  farm  and  he  was  privileged  to  attend  good 
common  schools.  He  remained  at  home  until  he 
was  fourteen  years  old,  then  entered  upon  the 
labors  of  life  for  himself  by  going  to  St.  Law- 
rence County  and  working  on  a  farm.  He  remained 
there  until  he  was  sixteen  years  old  when,  as  he 
had  a  natural  aptitude  for  carpenter  work,  he  took 
up  the  trade.  When  but  eighteen  y ears  old  he 
began  contracting  and  was  thus  occupied  a  twelve- 
month. He  then  exchanged  the  saw  and  plane  for 
the  musket  and  bayonet,  and  August  7,  1862,  be- 
came a  member  of  Company  A,  One  Hundred  and 
Forty-second  New  York  Infantry. 

Mr.  Cook  was  mustered  in  at  Ogdensburg  and 
was  never  absent  from  his  command  until  the 
close  of  the  war,  when  he  was  mustered  out  at 
Raleigh,  N.  C,  soon  after  which  the  regiment  was 
disbanded  and  paid  off  at  Ogdensburg.  He  was  a 
participant  in  the  sieges  of  Fts.  Sumter  and  Wag- 
ner and  helped  to  carry  ammunition  to  uSwamp 
Angel"  battery.  He  took  part  in  the  raid  of  St. 
John's  Island  where  the  rebels  were  routed,  and 
was  under  fire  at  Drury's  Bluff,  Bermuda  Hun- 
dred, Cold  Harbor  and  City  Point.  At  the  last- 
named  his  division  took  the  heights,  he  being  then 
one  of  the  First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Tenth 
Army  Corps,  under  Gen.  Terry.  Mr.  Cook  was 
engaged  at  Burnside  Mine  and  the  two  fights  at 
Chapin's  Farm,  and  was  undjer  Gen.  Terry  at  Fi, 
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Fisher  where  for  eight  hours  a  hand -to- hand  fight 
raged,  and  where  two  thousand  eight  hundred 
were  wounded  and  taken  prisoners.  Gen.  M.  M. 
Curtis  was  in  command  of  the  brigade  and  there 
lost  an  eye.  From  that  point  his  regiment  went, 
via  Wilmington  and  Goldboro,  to  the  vicinity  of 
Raleigh  where  they  remained  until  mustered  out. 
Mr.  Cook  was  bugler  for  his  regiment  and  also 
mail  carrier, 

When  the  war  was  over  Mr.  Cook  returned  to 
New  York  and  three  months  later  came  to  this 
State,  reaching  Battle  Creek  on  Thanksgiving  Day, 
November  24,  1865.  lie  spent  the  winter  in 
Climax  Township,  Kalamazoo  County,  and  in  the 
spring  began  work  at  his  trade  in  Battle  Creek, 
receiving  $700  for  the  year's  services.  From  that 
time  on  he  contracted  for  building  churches,  dwell- 
ings and  business  houses  in  Albion,  Tekonsha, 
Athens,  Springport  and  elsewhere  in  this  region. 
He  made  his  home  in  Duck  Lake  Township,  Cal- 
houn County,  where  he  owned  eighty  acres  of 
land  six  years,  and  then  spent  about  as  much  time 
in  Springport.  In  the  spring  of  1881  he  went  to 
Kalamazoo  where  he  was  Superintendent  and  ship- 
ping clerk  for  D.  C.  &  H.  C.  Reed  <fc  Co.,  proprie- 
tors of  a  spring- tooth  harrow  factor}'.  On  account 
of  failing  health  he  gave  up  his  position  and  in 
the  spring  of  1882  established  himself  in  Bellevue. 
Here  he  built  a  cider  and  jelly  factory  and  plan- 
ing and  sawmill,  which  he  carried  on  for  six 
3'ears,  running  it  by  steam.  He  also  took  con- 
tracts for  building,  among  the  edifices  he  con- 
structed being  the  High  School,  engine  house, 
town  hall  and  many  residences.  He  handled  lum- 
ber during  this  time  and  in  1888,  when  he  gave 
up  contracting,  bought  a  larger  stock.  At  Spring- 
port  Mr.  Cook  built  two  planing- mills  and  estab- 
lished a  lumber  yard  that  is  still  running.  He  also 
made  spring-tooth  harrows,  furnishing  seven  thou- 
sand one  year  on  a  contract.  He  had  there  the  finest 
residence  in  the  place.  In  Bellevue  he  owns  a 
good  business  block. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Cook  to  Miss  Almira  Helm 
took  place  in  Springport  May  6,  1877.  The  bride 
was  a  daughter  of  John  and  Margaret  (Thomas) 
Helm  and  a  native  of  Berrien  County.  During  her 
childhood    her    parents   removed   to    Illinois    and 


thence  went  to  Boone,  Iowa,  where  she  was  reared 
from  her  tenth  year.  In  1876  she  returned  to  this 
State  and  made  her  home  in  Springport.  The 
children  who  cluster  around  the  hearthstone  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cook  are:  Arthur,  Bj'ron,  May, 
David  J.,  Ben,  and  twins  who  are  yet  unnamed. 

Mr.  Cook  belongs  to  a  Masonic  Blue  Lodge  in 
Athens  and  Chapter  in  Bellevue.  He  is  Commander 
of  James  B.  Mason  Post,  No.  213,  G.  A.  R.,  at 
his  home,  and  he  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  Repub- 
lican theories.  He  conducts  his  business  affairs 
according  to  straightforward  principles  and  is  gen- 
erally conceded  to  be  a  good  citizen.  In  the  ranks 
of  his  country's  defenders  he  bore  himself  bravtly, 
discharging  every  duty  cheerfully  and  displayed 
unflinching  devotion  to  the  old  flag. 

>HEAT  I.  GRIEST,  a  resident  of  Eaton 
County  since  his  seventh  year,  was  born  in 
Cuyahoga  County,  Ohio,  February  15, 
1845.  His  father,  James  Griest,  was  born  in  Penn- 
sylvania in  1823  and  reared  as  a  farmer.  He  came 
to  Eaton  County  in  the  fall  of  1851  and  bought  land 
in  Carmel  Township,  near  Charlotte.  It  was  covered 
with  timber  which  he  removed,  and  during  the  first 
few  years  of  his  sojourn  here  deer  and  other  game,  as 
well  as  fiercer  animals,  were  numerous  in  the  woods. 
There  were  Indians  also  in  this  locality.  Mr.  Griest 
was  Superintendent  of  the  County  Poor  Farm  seven 
years;  he  died  in  1885  at  the  age  of  sixty- four. 
His  father,  Cornelius,  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania 
and  of  German  ancestry.  He  died  on  the  Western 
Reserve  in  Ohio  about  1860. 

The  wife  of  James  Griest  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Ella  Ingledue.  She  was  born  in  Ohio  in  1824 
and  is  still  living.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church  and  is  an  earnest  believer. 
She  is  the  mother  of  three  children,  one  of  whom 
has  been  borne  to  the  tomb.  The  one  of  whom  we 
write  was  born  on  a  farm  and  grew  to  manhood  amid 
rural  surroundings,  those  of  his  boyhood  being  of 
a  primitive  description.  He  was  nine  years  old 
before  he  had  an  opportunity  to  go  to  school  and 
the  temple  of  learning  to  which  he  went  was  built 
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of  logs.  Soon  after  entering  his  teens  he  began  to 
work  away  from  home  at  thirty  cents  a  day,  and  he 
continued  to  toil  until  he  had  reached  his  twentieth 
year,  when  he  entered  the  army. 

Mr.  Griest  enlisted  in  March,  1865,  as  a  recruit 
in  Company  L,  Tenth  Michigan  Cavalry,  and  joined 
the  regiment  at  Knoxville,  Tenn.  He  took  part  in 
a  lively  skirmish  near  Richmond,  where  his  regiment 
was  held  in  reserve  just  outside  the  limits  during 
the  siege.  While  encamped  at  Cantonia  Springs, 
Tenn.,  he  was  sunstruck.  He  was  mustered  out  at 
Memphis  and  returning  to  this  State  received  an 
honorable  discharge  at  Jackson,  During  the  ensuing 
three  years  he  was  employed  at  farm  work  by  the 
month  and  in  the  fall  of  1868  he  embarked  in  the 
milling  business.  After  a  time  he  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  lumber  in  Chester  Township,  whence 
he  removed  to  Vermontville  in  1880.  There  he 
continued  his  milling  business  about  five  years; 
then  returned  to  his  former  location,  but  three 
years  later  disposed  of  the  establishment. 

After  his  return  from  Vermontville  Mr.  Griest 
located  on  his  farm  where  he  has  continued  to  reside. 
It  consists  of  eighty  acres  of  land,  all  of  which  he 
improved  and  has  brought  to  a  splendid  condition. 
The  buildings  upon  it  are  first-class,  and  sufficiently 
numerous  and  ample  for  every  need.  The  owner 
is  one  of  those  who  has  wrought  out  his  own  fortune 
by  means  of  toil  and  persistence,  having  had  no 
means  with  which  to  begin  business,  and  having 
come  from  the  army  with  but  a  small  fund  saved 
while  a  soldier.  During  the  years  spent  by  him  in 
the  lumber  business  he  became  an  excellent  judge 
of  timber. 

The  cares  and  pleasures  of  life  that  fall  to  the 
lot  of  Mr.  Griest  are  shared  by  a  good  wife,  with 
whom  he  was  united  April  3,  1870.  She  was  born 
in  Chester  Township,  Eaton  County,  in  1847,  and 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Florence  Hutchins.  Her 
father,  Hiram  Hutchins,  a  native  of  New  York,  was 
one  of  the  first  settlers  in  the  county,  but  is  now 
deceased,  dying  March  16th,  1891,  in  his  native 
State,  aged  eighty-four  years,  His  remains  were 
brought  to  Michigan  for  burial.  Her  mother,  Phebe 
Hutchins,  was  born  in  New  York,  and  has  been  dead 
some  years.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Griest  two  sons  have 
been  born— promising  youths  named  Carl  E.  and 


Earl  H.  Mr.  Griest  commemorates  his  army  life  by 
his  connection  with  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Repub- 
lic. He  gives  his  earnest  support  to  the  principles 
of  the  Republican  party,  An  honest  man,  a  good 
citizen  and  a  considerate  husband  and  father,  he  is 
entitled  to  and  receives  the  respect  of  his  acquain- 
tances. 

^   <xrx> 


'      "    cCx>    " 

ANIEL  B.  BOWEN,  the  oldest  resident 
settler  of  Kalamo  Township,  is  one  who 
has  experienced  the  ups  and  downs  of  pio- 
neer life  and  by  his  energy  and  hard  work 
has  overcome  difficulties  and  secured  a  goodly 
amount  of  property.  He  has  won  what  is  still  bet- 
ter, the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  who  know  him, 
and  " Uncle  Daniel"  is  known  far  and  near  and 
counted  as  an  honored  guest  on  all  important  occa- 
sions. His  home  is  one  of  the  attractive  rural  resi- 
dences in  this  part  of  the  State,  the  property 
consisting^)  f  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  on  sec- 
tions 29  and  32.  It  is  thoroughly  improved,  well 
fenced,  adorned  with  a  fruitful  orchard  which  pro- 
duced the  first  apples  raised  in  the  township,  and 
is  otherwise  fitted  for  occupancy. 

Mr.  Bowen  is  of  Revolutionary  blood,  his  pater- 
nal grandfather,  Asa  Bowen,  having  been  a  Cap- 
tain in  the  Colonial  Army  and  was  in  active  service 
during  the  seven  years  struggle  with  Great  Brit- 
ain. Not  being  satisfied  with  that  experience,  ke 
took  up  arms  in  the  second  struggle  against  the 
Mother  Country  and  fought  with  all  his  former 
vigor  and  gallantry.  His  birthplace  and  early 
home  was  in  Connecticut,  whence  he  removed  to 
Shelby,  N.  Y.,  later  in  life.  He  was  occupied  in 
blacksmithing  and  farming.  His  son,  Asa,  father 
of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Connecticut,  went  to 
the  Empire  State  and  made  his  home  in  Lewis 
County  until  his  death  when  sixty  years  old.  He 
was  a  brick  and  stone  mason  by  trade  but  follow*  d 
farming  for  many  years.  He  also  fought  in  the 
War  of  1812.  He  was  a  Democrat  in  politics  and 
belonged  to  the  social  order  of  Masonry.  He  mar- 
ried Mehitable  Boyden,  daughter  of  Daniel  Boy- 
den,  a  Connecticut  farmer.  Both  husband  ar  d 
wife  were  of  English  ancestry.     They  were  the  ruu\- 
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ents  of  ten  children,  of  whom  Daniel  was  sixth  in 
order  of  birth  and  he  is  the  only  survivor.  Mrs. 
Bowen  died  in  the  Empire  State  some  years  since. 

Lewis  County,  N.  Y.,  claims  Daniel  B.  Bowen  as 
her  son,  he  having  been  born  near  Martinsburg, 
March  20,  1811.  He  was  reared  on  the  farm  and 
made  it  his  home  until  he  was  twenty-three  years 
old.  During  his  boyhood  he  attended  school,  gain- 
ing as  thorough  an  education  as  was  possible  under 
the  rate  bill  system  when  schools  were  not  in  ses- 
sion many  months.  At  the  age  mentioned  he  went 
to  Orleans  County,  where  he  learned  pump  making 
and  worked  at  the  trade,  traveling  with  a  horse 
and  wagon.  He  followed  this  plan  two  years,  and 
being  a  good  workman  and  careful  in  his  expendi- 
tures he  accumulated  some  means  and  felt  justified 
in  establishing  a  home.  He  won  for  his  wife  a 
worthy  and  capable  young  lady — Miss  Delancie  B. 
Cox,  daughter  of  Elisha  Cox,  a  farmer  in  Rutland 
County,  Vt.  The  marriage  was  solemnized  there 
in  September,  1836,  and  the  young  couple  were 
soon  afterward  on  their  way  to  Michigan. 

Mr.  Bowen  bought  a  wagon  and  a  yoke  of  oxen, 
which  were  shipped  to  Detroit  wiiither  he  journeyed 
also,  going  on  the  canal  to  Buffalo  and  thence  by 
steamer  to  Detroit  where  he  was  met  by  his  wife 
and  her  brothers  who  traveled  through  Canada. 
With  a  wagon  the  united  party  came  on  to  Belle- 
vue,  Eaton  County,  and  Mr.  Bowen  settled  where 
he  is  still  living.  He  and  his  brother  were  the  first 
to  locate  in  Kalamo  Township,  and  he  is  now  the 
only  man  therein  owning  land  entered  by  himself. 
He  secured  one  hundred  and  sixt}r  acres  from  the 
Government  which  was  in  its  natural  condition, 
and  by  slow  degrees  reclaimed  it  and  made  it  pro- 
ductive of  fine  crops. 

The  first  dwelling  put  up  on  the  farm  was  a  log 
shanty  which  was  roofed  with  bass  wood  logs,  split 
in  two,  hollowed  out  and  laid  face  up.  A  third 
section  would  be  placed  face  downward  over  the 
cracks  and  thus  leaking  was  prevented.  This  prim- 
itive building  was  after  ward  replaced  by  a  hewed 
log  house  and  still  later  a  two-story  frame  was 
erected  on  the  same  foundation.  The  third  dwell- 
ing was  destroyed  by  fire  four  years  after  being 
built  and  upon  its  ashes  rose  the  present  residence. 
The   orchard  on  this  place  was  raised    from  apple 


seeds  and  the  young  trees  were  carefully  watered 
and  tended  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bowen.  Whenever 
Mr.  Bowen  felled  a  tree  near  his  house  it  was  his 
habit  to  call  his  wife  out  lest  the  monarch  of  the 
forest  should  fall  on  the  little  shanty.  At  the  ex- 
pense of  much  hard  work  he  cleared  his  land,  pre- 
pared it  for  erops  and  raised  good  wheat  and  corn. 
His  work  was  done  with  oxen  and  his  crops  were 
hauled  to  Marshall,  which  was  the  nearest   market. 

Wild  game  abounded  in  the  woods,  and  Mr. 
Bowen  being  a  good  shot,  kept  his  table  well  sup- 
plied with  deer  and  other  meats;  he  was  also  quite 
a  fisherman.  There  were  many  Indians  in  the 
country,  and  as  he  always  treated  them  well,  he  had 
no  difficulty  with  them.  He  learned  to  speak  the 
Pottawatomie  language  to  some  extent.  He  was 
well  acquainted  with  the  old  chief  Soby,  who  on 
more  than  one  occasion  dined  with  our  subject. 
They  once  traded  guns  and  Soby  was  to  give  $2 
boot.  Not  having  the  money  he  gave  his  note, 
saying  that  he  wanted  to  give  a  note  like  a  white 
man.  He  made  his  cross  and  like  a  gentleman  paid 
the  amount  due  shortly  afterward. 

In  all  the  labors  of  life  Mr.  Bowen  had  the  en- 
couragement, and  good  counsel  of  a  capable  com- 
panion, with  whom  he  lived  in  peace  and  harmony 
until  January  15,  1889,  when  she  exchanged  time 
for  eternity.  A  few  years  prior  to  her  demise  they 
had  bought  property  in  Kalamo  and  made  their 
home  there.  When  bereft  of  his  wife  Mr.  Bowen 
returned  to  the  farm.  lie  has  had  two  children,  one 
living  and  one  deceased.  Caroline  was  well  ac- 
quainted in  Battle  Creek  and  turned  her  attention 
to  school  teaching,  which  she  abandoned  to  become 
the  wife  of  Oscar  Borden.  She  died  at  her  home 
in  Kalamo  Township  in  1889.  D.  George,  an  in- 
telligent and  energetic  farmer  lives  with  his  father. 

The  offices  of  Commissioner  of  Highways  and 
Justice  of  the  Peace  have  been  filled  by  Mr.  Bowen 
for  a  score  of  years  and  he  has  also  been  a  Notary 
Public,  Township  Assessor,  School  Inspector  and 
held  other  school  offices.  He  was  on  the  first 
grand  jury  in  the  county,  attended  the  first  town- 
ship meeting  and  was  connected  with  other  first 
movements.  He  lias  been  Treasurer  of  Blue 
Lodge  in  Kalamo  for  years,  and  is  also  a  Royal 
Arch  Mason,  belonging  to  a  Chapter   at  Bellevue. 
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His  political  allegiance  is  to  the  principles  of 
Democracy  and  he  has  been  a  delegate  to  county, 
State  and  Congressional  conventions.  He  was 
formerly  identified  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Society  near  his  home,  but  the  organization  was 
discontinued.  Mr.  Bowen  was  one  of  the  first 
farmers  to  introduce  full-blooded  Short-horn  cattle 
in  this  vicinity  and  he  took  the  premium  three 
years,  also  gaining  the  blue  ribbon  on  horses.  He 
always  raises  a  good  grade  of  hogs  as  well.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Eaton  County  Agricultural  So- 
ciety and  during  his  earlier  years  took  an  active 
part  in  everything  in  which  the  citizens  were  inter- 
ested. 


v3   V~H3H- 


TL=2x  0N-  GE0RGE  HUGGETT,  of  the  firm  of 
Huggett  &  Smith,  Attorneys,  was  born  in 
Pittsford,  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  June  27, 
_  1842.  His  father,  Thomas  Huggett,  was  a 
native  of  Sussex,  Kent  County,  England,  where  his 
parents  spent  their  entire  lives.  He  and  a  brother 
Albert  were  the  only  members  of  the  family  who 
came  to  America.  Albert  located  in  Henrietta, 
Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  and  later  came  to  Calhoun 
County,  Mich.,  where  he  spent  his  last  days.  He 
was  a  farmer  and  blacksmith.  The  father  of  our 
subject  was  also  a  blacksmith,  following  that  trade 
in  England  until  1839,  when  accompanied  by  his 
wife  and  children,  he  came  to  America  and  for  a 
time  resided  in  Henrietta,  N.  Y.  Later  he  followed 
his  trade  in  Pittsford. 

In  1854  the  father  of  our  subject  came  to  this 
State,  settling  in  Calhoun  County  on  a  farm.  After- 
ward he  moved  to  Bellevue  where  he  lived  retired 
until  his  death  in  1881.  His  wife  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Mary  A.  Wickam,  and  was  born  of  Scotch 
parentage  in  Kent  County,  England.  She  died  in 
1863,  after  having  reared  twelve  children  for  posi- 
tions of  honor  and  usefulness.  Our  subject  receded 
his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  Pittsford 
and  afterward  attended  school  in  Calhoun  County. 
For  about  five  years  he  was  engaged  in  farm  work 
in  the  summer  and  taught  school  during  the  winter 

season. 

Mr.  Huggett  enlisted  in  January,  1865,  in  Com- 


pany  C,  First  Michigan  Cavalry,  and  served  eleven 
months.  He  was  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
and  after  Lee's  surrender  was  ordered  West  to  the 
plains  of  Kansas  and  Nebraska.  He  was  honorably 
discharged  in  November,  1865,  and  returning  to 
his  home  taught  school  and  followed  agricultural 
pursuits  until  the  fall  of  1867.  During  this  time 
he  commenced  the  study  of  law  and  in  the  fall  of 
1867,  entered  the  office  of  Martin  S.  Brackett,  of 
Bellevue.  In  1871  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  his 
certificate  being  signed  by  Judge  George  Woodruff 
of  the  Fifth  Judicial  Circuit.  Mr.  Huggett  formed 
a  partnership  with  Mr.  Brackett,  which  continued 
until  the  death  of  the  latter  in  1877,  when  he 
opened  an  office  in  Charlotte  and  here  he  has  since 
remained. 

In  1873  the  Hon.  Mr.  Huggett  was  married  to 
Mary  E.  Brackett,  the  daughter  of  Martin  S.  and 
Mary  L.  Brackett,  and  two  children  have  been  born 
to  them:  Vera  and  M.  Charles.  Mr.  Huggett  has 
been  prominently  identified  with  the  political  in- 
terests of  this  section  for  many  years.  He  served 
as  President  of  the  Village  Board  of  Bellevue,  and 
was  Mayor  of  Charlotte  in  1887.  In  1876  he  was 
elected  Prosecuting  Attorney  of  Eaton  County,  and 
from  1872  to  1874  served  as  Circuit  Court  Com- 
missioner. He  served  the  people  acceptably  in  the 
State  Legislature  and  supported  Zach  Chandler  fur 
the  Senate. 

ffiASPER  E.  MOFFIT,  of  Middleville,  Barry 
County,  was  born  in  Fairfield,  Crawford 
County,  Ohio,  November  23,  1844.  He  is 
the  son  of  Eber  and  Nancy  (Lindsley)  Mof- 
fit  who  were  natives  of  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y., 
and  Hartford,  Conn.,  respectively.  Eber  Moffit 
came  to  Ohio  with  his  parents,  Col.  and  Hannah 
(Belding;  Moffit,  where  the  father  entered  an  im- 
proved farm  and  managed  a  hotel  for  many  years. 
He  served  in  the  War  of  1812  as  Colonel  of  a 
Scotch-Irish  regiment.  The  Colonel  reared  three 
sons  and  two  daughters,  and  was  a  Universalist 
in  his  religious  belief. 

The  father  of   our  subject  was  brought   up    in 
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Ohio  where  he  became  a  farmer,  but  after  he 
reached  the  age  of  forty  he  became  a  minister  in 
the  Church  of  God  and  continued  his  preaching 
until  called  away  from  life,  which  occurred  August 
5,  1852,  when  he  dropped  dead  in  the  street  at 
Alaska,  Kent  Count3%  Mich.  He  had  come  to  this 
region  in  1848  with  his  team  and  settled  four  miles 
northeast  of  Caledonia.  He  owned  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  at  the  time  of  his  death.  The  fol- 
lowing sons  and  daughters  were  granted  to  him, 
namely:  Lester,  Juliet,  Jasper,  Newton,  Edward, 
Hannah,  Eber,  Philip,  Collins,  Hilbert  and  Douglas. 
All  are  still  living  and  married.  Lester  served  as 
a  soldier  in  the  Civil  War.  Their  mother  still 
survives  and  is  enjoying  her  later  years  surrounded 
and  cherished  by  her  children. 

Jasper  Moffit  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  re- 
ceived his  early  education  in  the  primitive  log 
house.  His  further  education  was  acquired  by 
his  own  unaided  efforts.  When  only  seventeen 
years  old  he  began  preaching  and  since  he  was 
twenty -three  he  has  preached  once  in  two  weeks. 
He  received  his  license  when  seventeen  from 
Elders  R.  II.  Bolton,  W.  Seifred  and  James  Nichols. 
He  has  spent  six  years  in  Carson  City  and  two 
years  in  Bangor,  Van  Buren  County,  and  three 
years  in  Baltimore,  Barry  County.  He  also  spent 
some  time  in  Allegan  and  Kent  Counties.  The  first 
farm  he  purchased  was  in  the  southeast  corner  of 
Barry  County.  It  consisted  of  seventy  acres  and 
was  bought  by  him  in  the  year  1 870.  The  tract 
on  which  he  now  resides  consists  of  eighty  acres 
and  is  the  fourth  farm  which  he  has  owned. 

Mr.  Moffit  was  married  December  25,  1867,  to 
Angeline  J.  Warren  who  was  born  in  Montezuma, 
N.  Y.,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Aaron  W.  and  Al- 
freda  (Guthrie)  Warren,  both  natives  of  New 
York.  He  was  born  November  22,  1824,  and  his 
wife  December  11  of  the  same  }Tear.  Their  eight 
children  were  as  follows:  Stanley,  who  served  in 
the  war  and  received  honorable  wounds;  Angeline, 
Chauncey  J.,  Avis  A.;  Elwin,  who  died  in  infancy; 
Lydia  E.,  Charles  and  Aaron  W. 

Aaron  Warren,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Moffit,  served 
in  the  War  of  1812,  and  coming  to  Michigan  in 
1852  settled  in  Baltimore,  Barry  County,  and  was 
a  Deacon  in  the  Church  of  God,    His  son,  Aaron  I 


Warren,  died  in  Michigan.  The  family  is  of  Irish 
origin.  Our  subject  and  his  good  wife  have  had 
but  one  child,  Nathaniel  V.,  whom  they  have  reared 
to  manhood. 


APT.  T.  E.  POTTER.  The  career  of  this  dis- 
tinguished pioneer,  Indian  fighter  and   gold 
hunter  is  of  interest  to  all  readers  of  the  his- 
tory of  our  country.  He  was  born  in  Saline,  Wash- 
tenaw County,  Mich.,  March  10,  1832.     His  father, 
Limus  Potter,   born  in  New  York  in  1800,  came  to 
that  county  in   1828.  lie  was  a  surveyor  and  laid 
off  much  land  in  Washtenaw  County.     He  bought 
land  and  carried  on  farming  and  also  worked  at  his 
tiade  as  a  tailor.     He  came  to  Eaton  County  in 
1845  and  settled  in  Benton  Township,  at  the  place 
now  known  as  Potterviile.     Here  he  took  up  Gov- 
ernment land  and  with  the  help  of  his  eldest  son 
built  a  log  shanty  with  puncheon  floor  and  hollow 
log  roof.     Not  a  nail  was  used  in   its  construction. 
Having  his  family  settled  in  this  new  home   Mr. 
Potter  started  on  foot  by  an  Indian  trail  for  Ionia, 
with  one  hundred  Mexican  silver  dollars  to  pay  the 
entering  fee  on  his  land.     He  died   July,    1846,  at 
the  age  of  forty-six  years.     When   only   fourteen 
years  old  he  had  taken  part  in  the  battle  of  Oswego, 
although   not    in   the    regular    service,     and    was 
acknowledged  to  be  the  best  drilled  man  in  Central 
New  York.     He  was  a  Universalist  in   his  belief 
and   a   man    well   informed  on   all  topics,  being  a 
leader  among  men.     He  was  always   called   up  for 
a  speech  and  responded  promptly  at  barn  raisings 
and  such  occasions. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  Diana  (Phelps)  Pot- 
ter, was  born  in  New  York  State  in  1801  and  passed 
away  in  1884.  Her  children  five  sons  and  two 
daughters,  all  survive.  Our  subject  was  the  first 
white  child  born  in  Saline,  Washtenaw  County, 
Mich.,  his  birthplace  being  the  first  plastered 
house  in  the  village.  He  attended  the  district 
schools  until  he  was  fifteen  years  old.  At  the 
time  of  his  father's  death  there  were  but  seven 
acres  cleared  on  the  farm,  and  the  support  of 
the  family  and  the  cultivation  of  the  farm   fell  on 
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the  boys.  It  was  the  wonder  of  the  people  in  the 
surrounding  country  how  this  brave  mother  kept 
her  children  together  with  no  visible  means  of 
support.  They  hardly  knew  what  money  was  in 
those  days. 

One  of  our  subject's  childish  adventures  and  a 
serious  one  was  breaking  his  leg  when  four  years 
old,  while  his  parents  were  away  at  a  funeral.  His 
eldest  brother  who  had  him  in  charge,  carried  him 
around  all  the  afternoon  with  the  broken  limb 
dangling,  as  the  boy  did  not  understand  the  injury. 
The  only  time  he  remembers  being  punished  by 
his  father  was  when  he  chopped  the  tongue  off  a 
wagon  belonging  to  a  relative  who  had  come  from 
New  York  and  was  looking  about  to  locate  a  piece 
of  land.  The  wagon  was  a  new  one  and  was  quite 
a  curiosity  in  that  region.  Shortly  after  his  father's 
death,  this  boy  was  sent  after  cows  with  a  younger 
brother,  and  they  were  attacked  by  a  deer.  This 
brave  boy  seized  an  oaken  club  and  after  a  terrific 
light  succeeded  in  killing  the  deer. 

A  large  bear  annoyed  the  neighbors  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  the  Potter  homestead,  killing  hogs  and  other 
stock.  Several  unsuccessful  efforts  were  made  to 
capture  him.  One  day  our  subject  and  an  elder 
brother  found  a  hog  that  had  been  terribly  lacer- 
ated by  the  bear,  which  had  however  been  fright- 
ened away  by  dogs  before  he  had  a  chance  to  devour 
his  feast.  The  boys  dragged  the  hog  about  a  mile 
and  placed  it  upon  a  log  bridge,  and  then  secreted 
themselves  in  a  tree  near  by,  with  two  loaded  guns 
to  await  the  arrival  of  bruin.  In  less  than  an  hour 
the  old  fellow  appeared  and  just  as  he  was  climbing 
up  to  reach  his  victim  the  boys  fired  and  their  prize 
was  captured.  The  boys  received  great  praise  from 
old  hunters  for  their  wily  scheme  and  the  neigh- 
bors all  around  were  supplied  with  bear  meat. 

The  first  money  this  boy  earned  was  obtained  by 
cutting  trees  on  the  State  roads.  In  1852  he 
started  for  California  across  the  plains.  He  made 
his  way  to  St.  Louis  where  supplies  were  purchased. 
At  the  Missouri  River  ox-teams  were  obtained  and 
at  St.  Joseph  the  train  was  organized,  comprising 
thirty-five  men  and  four  women.  They  had  come 
from  all  parts  of  the  United  States,  and  were  pro- 
vided with  ox-teams  and  in  four  months  and  twelve 
days  from  the  time  they  left  the  Missouri  River, 


they  all  arrived  safely  at  the  Golden  Gate.  The 
Indians  often  shot  arrows  at  their  stock  at  night 
but  they  themselves  escaped  without  injury.  He 
was  in  the  mountains  of  California  about  four 
years. 

Capt  Potter  returned  by  water  to  New  York  and 
in  the  spring  of  1857  he  went  to  Minnesota  with  a 
surveying  party,  but  it  being  at  the  time  of  the 
Spirit  Lake  War  in  Southwestern  Minnesota,  he 
was  given  a  commission  as  Captain  of  militia  by  the 
Governor  of  that  State.  In  1862,  at  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  Sioux  War,  he  took  command  of 
the  Gray  horse  Cavalry  and  was  at  the  siege  of  New 
Ulm,  which  lasted  for  six  days.  He  had  charge  of 
the  only  real  frontier  company,  nearly  every  man 
of  which  had  lost  some  member  of  his  family  by 
the  Indians.  He  was  present  at  the  execution  of 
the  thirty  eight  chiefs  at  Mankato,  Minn.  He  dis- 
tinguished himself  as  an  Indian  fighter  and  had 
his  horse  shot  from  under  him  and  was  slightly 
wounded  in  the  face. 

After  the  close  of  the  Indian  war,  Capt  Potter 
organized  the  Eleventh  Minnesota  Regiment  and 
went  to  the  front  in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  as 
Captain  of  Company  C,  of  that  regiment.  He 
participated  in  the  battle  of  Nashville,  and  remained 
until  the  close  of  the  war,  being  mustered  out  of 
service  in  1865.  He  then  resumed  farming  in  Min- 
nesota, and  was  carrying  it  on  extensively  when 
the  grasshoppers  raided  that  county  from  1872  to 
1875  and  drove  him  out.  He  came  to  Michigan 
and  locating  in  Eaton  County  carried  on  farming 
and  also  lumbering  at  Vermontville.  In  1888  he 
removed  to  Roxana  Township,  where  he  purchased 
land   and  laid  out  the  town  of  Muliiken. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  sketch  was  in 
1858  united  in  marriage  with  Dianthia  O.  DeGraff. 
Five  children  have  blessed  this  home,  rrimely:  Eve- 
lyn M.;  Ezoa  F.,  is  married  and  lives  near  Ver- 
montville; George  E.,  Waldo  and  Mary.  To 
all  of  them  have  been  given  an  excellent  educa- 
tion. Waldo  is  a  graduate  of  Ann  Arbor,  and  is 
practicing  law  in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah;  George  is  a 
graduate  of  the  Grand  Rapids  Business  College; 
Evelyn  is  a  book-keeper  at  Olivet,  and  Mary,  who 
is  at  home  with  her  parents,  is  a  graduate  of  the 
Lansing  Business  College, 
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The  wife  of  our  subject  is  an  earnest  and  effi- 
cient member  of  the  Congregational  Cburch.  Her 
husband  is  a  Republican  in  his  political  views  and 
has  acted  as  Supervisor  of  Vermontville  for  several 
years.  He  owns  seven  hundred  acres  of  land,  and 
is  financially  interested  in  the  Putter  Manufactory 
at  Lansing.  The  home  of  this  family  is  one  of  un- 
usual happiness  on  account  of  the  mutual  affec- 
tion and  devotion  of  parents  and  children.  No 
one  can  envy  their  prosperity  and  their  elegant  sur- 
roundings for  all  rejoice  in  their  good  fortune. 
The  Captain's  boyhood  experiences  as  a  brave  and 
stalwart  pioneer,  and  the  slight  wounds  he  received 
in  his  Indian  campaigns  in  the  Northwest,  are  re- 
garded by  his  children  with  a  justifiable  pride. 


<jg^ELSON  T.  PARKER,  proprietor  and  man- 
I  )))  aoer  °f  ^ie  Hastings  House,  at  Hastings, 
vhJlhs  Barry  County,  is  a  native  of  Jackson,  Mich., 
where  be  was  born  July  1,  1846.  He  is  a  son  of 
Waterman  and  Amanda  (Powers)  Parker,  who  were 
natives  of  New  York  and  Vermont  respective^. 
The  father  came  to  Michigan  and  made  his  home 
first  at  Jackson,  where  he  was  married  and  where 
he  clerked  for  a  while  in  an  hotel.  He  then  rented 
an  hotel  at  Jackson  and  coming  to  Hastings  in  1848 
kept  an  hotel  here  for  some  two  years.  He  then 
engaged  in  the  grocery  business,  and  followed  the 
same  through  life.  For  two  years  previous  to  his 
death  in  1870  he  kept  a  store  at  Nashville.  He  had 
lost  his  wife  in  1852.  He  was  a  Republican  in  his 
political  views.  He  had  a  family  of  five  children, 
of  whom  our  subject  is  the  oldest  now  living.  He 
received  his  education  in  Hastings. 

Nelson  '#.  Parker  enlisted  in  1863  in  Company 
C,  Eleventh  Michigan  Cavalry.  He  was  given  the 
office  first  of  Corporal  and  afterwards  of  Sergeant 
and  acted  as  Quartermaster-Sergeant.  He  was  with 
Stoneman  upon  his  raid  and  later  with  Gen.  Bur- 
bridge.  After  his  return  to  Hastings  he  engaged 
in  the  livery  business  dnd  took  hold  of  the  hotel 
business  in  1876.  In  1879  he  purchased  the  hotel 
which  now  stands  just  north  of  his  new  building. 
He  keeps  the  finest  livery  stable  and  one  of  the  best 


hotels  in  the  county.  F.e  built  the  Hastings  hotel 
in  1886,  at  a  cost  of  some  $30,000,  its  dimensions 
are  50x80  feet,  and  it  has  three  stories  and  a  base- 
ment with  all  the  modern  improvements.  He  owns 
numerous  lots,  houses  and  barns  in  the  city.  He  is 
a  stock-holder  in  the  Hastings  furniture  factory, 
in  the  whip  factory  and  in  the  creamery. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  took  place  in  1869. 
His  bride  was  a  Hastings  lady  who  bore  the  name 
of  Hattie  Morgan  and  is  a  daughter  of  William  and 
Ellen  Morgan.  One  son  has  blessed  this  mar- 
riage. This  son  Fred  is  head  clerk  for  his  father, 
and  is  married  to  Clara  Kurtz  of  Hastings.  Mr. 
Parker  has  some  fine  blooded  horses  of  the  Ham- 
bletonian  stock  and  is  one  of  the  stock-holders  and 
also  the  Treasurer  of  the  Hastings  Horse  Associa- 
tion. He  has,  held  the  office  of  Alderman  and  is 
Republican  in  his  politics.  He  is  also  identified 
with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  is  one  of  the 
prominent  men  of  the  county  being  widely  known 
and  respected  by  all.  He  takes  an  active  interest 
in  all  matters  pertaining  to  either  city  or  county 
and  ever  lends  a  helping  hand  to  every  enterprise 
which  is  calculated  to  improve  the  city.    - 

*»«igogit«3»*~ 


<ji7  UTHER  S.  HILLS  a  substantial  and  pro- 
I  (?«>)  gressive  farmer  of  Irving  Township,  Barry 
Ji^Vs  County,  was  born  August  14,  1848,  in 
Hartland,  Livingston  County,  Mich.  He  is  a  son 
of  Timothy  S.  and  Cornelia  Hills.  The  grand- 
father also  bore  the  name  of  Timothy  S.  and  was 
born  May  5,  1784,  in  Antrim,  N.  H.  He  was  a 
carpenter  by  trade  and  died  in  Rochester,  N.  Y., 
September  13,  1837.  His  wife,  Martha  Gates, 
who  was  born  July  28,  1791,  died  December 
14,  1829,  having  been  the  mother  of  four  sons 
and  five  daughters,  namely:  Timothy  S.,  Luther 
B.,  Charles  G.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seventeen; 
George  W.,  Sarah  J.,  Mary  A.,  Martha  A.,  Alta 
M.,  and  Harriet  C.  These  children  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  one  who  died  young  all  established 
homes  of  their  own. 

The  great-grandfather  of   our  subject  was   Will- 
iam Hills  who  came  from  England  and  settled   in 
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New  Hampshire.  The  father,  Timothy,  was  a  miller 
in    Antrim,   N.   H.,   whence    he    came   to  Wayne 
County,  Mich.,  and  settled  in  Northville.      T.  S. 
Hills  worked  in  a  mill  until   his  health   failed;  he 
then  came  to  Barry  County  with  his  brother  Luther 
and  in  1848  the  two  bought  the  tract  of  land  where 
our  subject  now  resides,  hoping  to  regain  his  health 
by  a  change  in  business.     Growing  more  and  more 
feeble  however    he   thought   best   to   go  back  to 
Wayne  County  that  he  might  be  near  more  skilled 
physicians  but  disease  of  the  lungs  had   taken    too 
strong  a  hold.     He  died  in   1852   aged    forty-two 
years  and  was  buried  at  Northville,  Wayne  County. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.     She  was  born  in  West  Bloom- 
tield,  N.  Y.  and  was  a  daughter  of  Elijah  Coldren, 
and  Sarah  (Hendershott)  Coldren,  to   whom    were 
born   twelve    children,    namely:     George,   Jacob, 
Peter,   Elijah,   Sallie,    Hannah,    Polly,    Cornelia, 
Lodema,  Rhoda,  Rebecca  and  Betsey.     After  the 
death  of  the  father  of  our  subject  his  mother  mar- 
ried Luther  B.  Hills  an  uncle  of  our  subject.  Two 
children  were  the  result  of  this  marriage :     Charles 
who  died  at  the  age  of  twelve  and  Ida,  now    Mrs. 
Jordan. 

Luther   B.    Hills    located   in  1848  on   the  land 
where  our  subject  now  resides.     In  1849  he  erected 
a   mill,  the    first   in  the  township.     The  land  pur- 
chased was  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres  and  had 
a  fine  water  power  at  Irving  Station.  Later  he  sold 
the  water  power  and  turned  his  attention  to  farm- 
ing. At  death  he  owned  four  hundred  acres  of  land 
which  he  had  cleared  and  improved.   He  died  July 
14,  1886,  at  the  age  of  seventy -one.     His  wife  fol- 
lowed him  July  29,  1888  at  the  age  of  sixty-four. 
Our  worthy  subject  was  but  one  year  old  when 
his  parents  located  in  Irving,  where  he  has  contin- 
ued to  reside  and  where  he  received  his  education. 
The  homestead  comprises  over   one    hundred  and 
eighty  Peres  which  he  has  assisted  in  clearing.     In 
1887  he  constructed  a  fruit  evaporator  at  Irving. 
It  was  in  November,  1875  that  Luther  S.   Hills 
was  united  in  marriage  with   Mary    A.   Sylvester, 
who  was  born  March  21,  1854.     She  is  a  daughter 
of  Enoch  and  Sarah  (Cook)  Sylvester.     Five  chil- 
dren bless  this  union — Leah  G.,  Charles  D.,  Luther 
K.,  Sarah  C.  and  Ella  M.     Mr.  and  Mrs,  Hills   are 


highly  respected  and  the  lady  is  an  earnest  and 
active  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Mr.  Hills  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Ulysses 
S.  Grant  and  is  now  a  stanch  Prohibitionist. 


UILLIAM    HOWIE    YOUNG,   M.  D.,  *was 
born  in   the  year   1840   in  the  County  of 
W^l     Peel,  Ontario,  Canada.     His  father,  James 
Young,  a  native  of  Scotland,  was  born  in  Klmar- 
noch,  Ayrcshire,  in  the  year  1796.     Early  in  life 
he  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  in  the  city  of 
Glasgow,  where  he  married  Janet  Reid,  also  a  na- 
tive of  Ayreshire,  Scotland.     The   children   from 
this  marriage  were  seven  in  number,  six  of  whom 
arrived  at  maturity.     In  1826   he,  with  his  wife, 
emigrated  from   Scotland   to  America,  settling  in 
New  Jersey  where  he  engaged  in  farming.     After 
remaining  in  New  Jersey  about  three  years  he  with 
his  family,  which  then  consisted   of  his  wife  and 
one  child,  removed  to  Canada  and  located  on  a 
farm  in  the  County  of  Peel,  Ontario,  where  he  re- 
mained until  the  time  of  his  death.     As  a  farmer 
he  was  quite  successful,  accumulating  considerable 
property.     He  took  an  active  part  in  public  affairs 
both  political  and  otherwise.     He  was  a  prominent 
and    conscientious   member   of    the   Presbyterian 
Church   until   he  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven 
years.     His  son  William,  the  subject  of  our  sketch, 
remained  at  home  with  his  parents  performing  the 
duties  usually  devolving  upon  the  farmer  boy,  ob- 
taining his  education  at  the  district  schools  until 
at  the  age  of  seventeen  he  left  home  to  engage  in 
teaching  school  in  the  County  of  Wellington,  On- 
tario.    He  held  his  situation  in  this  school  for  two 
years  and  at  the  expiration  of  this   period  he  re- 
signed his  situation  in  order  to  better  prepare  him- 
self for  his  work  by  taking  a  course  at  the  Normal 
School   at  Toronto.     After   graduating   from  the 
Normal  School  he  again  engaged  in  teaching,  this 
time  in  the  County  of  Peel,  holding  his  position  in 
his  next  school  for  the  term  of  three  years.     At 
the  expiration  of  this  period  he  resigned  his  posi- 
tion as  teacher  to  embark  in  mercantile  business. 
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He  opened  up  a  stcfek  of  dry  goods  and  groceries 
in  the  Village  of  Lobo,  County  of  Middlesex,  con- 
ducting the  business  for  about  three  years.   During 
this  time  he  married  Elizabeth  Alderson,  who  was 
a  native  of  the  County  of   Peel,  and    died    three 
years  later.     Elis  family  from   this   marriage   con- 
sisted of  two  children,  both  of  whom   died  in  in- 
fancy.    After  the  death  of  his  wife  he  abandoned 
mercantile  life  to  take  up  the  study  of  medicine  for 
which  he; had   always   had  an   intense   desire.     In 
order  to  prepare  himself  for  entering  the  Univer- 
sity  he   took  a  preparatory  course  at  Rock  wood 
Academy,  after  which  he  matriculated  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Toronto  and  entered   the   medical   de- 
partment in  the  Toronto  School  of  Medicine.  Upon 
finishing  his  course   here  he  immediately  came  to 
Detroit,  where  he  supplemented  his  former  educa- 
tion  by  attending  a  course  of  lectures  in  the  De- 
troit Medical  College,   from  which   institution  he 
took  his  degree  in  the  year  1870.     Upon   leaving 
college  he  at  once  located  himself  for  the  practice 
of  his  profession  in  the  Village  of  Nashville,  Barry 
Count}',  Mich.,   which  up  to  the'  present  time   has 
been  his  subsequent  home.    At  that  time  Nashville 
was  in  its  infancy  having  been   first  brought  into 
existence  by  the  building  of  the  Grand  Rapids  Di- 
vision of  the  Michigan  Central  Railroad.     At  that 
time  although  Nashville  consisted  of  a  few  houses 
only  he  found  the  medical  profession   well  repre- 
sented so  far  as  numbers  were  concerned,  as  there 
were  already   six  competitors  in  the   field   before 
him.     By  strict  attention  to  business  and  devotion 
to  his  profession  he  soon  secured  to  himself  a  large 
and  lucrative   practice,  and  of  the  original   physi- 
cians he  is  now  the  only  remaining  representative. 
In  1874  he  was  married  a  second  time,  this  time  to 
Eva  M.  Nichols,  who  was  born  in  Eaton  County, 
Mich.,  in  the  year  1842,  whose   parents,  Amos  P. 
and    Desta   Nichols    were   early   settlers   of    that 
county.     The  family  from  this  marriage  consists 
of   Greta  Belle,  born    May  19,  1875,  and    Glenn 
Howie,  July  10,  1880;  both  being  born   in  Nash- 
ville where  the  family  still  resides. 

Dr.  Young  is  a  member  of  the  Michigan  Medical 
Association  and  also  of  the  Barry  and  Eaton  County 
Medical  Association.  He  was  elected  President 
of  the  latter  upon  its  organization  in  1876,  and  has 


been  the  recipient  of  minor  offices  in  the  State  As- 
sociation. He  is  President  of  the  County  Board 
of  Pension  Examiners,  having  been  the  incumbent 
for  three  years.  In  politics  he  gives  his  influence 
to  the  Democratic  party  and  served  the  interests 
of  his  fellow-townsmen  one  year  as  President  of 
the  Village  of  Nashville  and  six  years  on  the  School 
Board.  Dr.  Young  is  an  earnest  student,  devoting 
his  leisure  moments  to  keeping  himself  informed 
of  what  is  going  on  in  the  medical  world.  He  is 
a  pleasant  addition  to  the  social  element  of  this 
city  and  his  gentlemanly,  considerate  and  kindly 
nature  has  gained  him  many  warm  friends. 


*■ 


ZARIAH  HADLEY.  Among  the  men  who 
are  doing  well  financially  through  culti- 
vating the  soil  in  Barry  County,  is  Mr. 
Hadley,  who  owns  a  fine  estate  in  Yankee 
Springs  Township.  The  substantial  buildings  which 
adorn  it  are  situated  on  section  19,  and  around 
them  stretch  two  hundred  and  seventy-three  acres 
of  carefully-cultivated  land,  from  which  a  plent- 
eous harvest  is  gathered  at  the  proper  season.  This 
place  has  been  the  home  of  Mr.  Hadley  since  the 
fall  of  1870,  at  which  time  he  took  possession  of 
two  hundred  and  eighteen  acres  and  set  about  clear- 
ing and  developing  it.  This  acreage  was  long  ago 
placed  in  fine  condition  and  a  considerable  addition 
made  to  its  extent. 

Benjamin  Hadley,  paternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  New  Jersey  in  1776,  as  was  his 
wife,  Abigail  Pruden,  in  1778.  He  was  a  distiller 
and  farmer,  first  in  New  Jersey,  and  later  in  Ohio. 
He  removed  from  his  early  home  to  Coshocton 
County,  Ohio,  about  1831,  and  there  he  remained 
during  the  rest  of  his  earthly  life.  He  was  of  Ger- 
man descent  and  reared  a  large  family,  comprising 
the  following  children:*  Gabriel,  Huldah,  Isaac, 
John,  Eliza,  Irena,  Daniel,  James,  Silas,  Frazie, 
Baldwin,  Jacob  and  Henry.  Silas,  whose  birth  took 
place  in  Green  County,  Pa.,  June  22,  1813,  went  to 
Ohio  with  the  other  members  of  the  family  and  re- 
mained there  until  1836,  when  he  removed  to  Steu- 
ben County,  Ind.     He  entered  eighty  acres  of  land 
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which  he  cleared  and  improved,  residing  upon  it 
until  1852,  and  then  coming  to  Michigan.  He 
made  his  home  in  Branch  County  until  about  1866, 
and  then  came  to  Yankee  Springs  Township,  Barry 
County,  but  he  is  now  living  in  Allegan   County. 

The  wife  of  Silas  Hadley  was  Abigail  Masters, 
daughter  of  Joseph  Masters,  who  was  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  a  pioneer  of  Coshocton  County, 
Ohio.  Mr.  Masters  was  a  farmer  and  had  eight 
children — Joel,  Amos,  Azariah,  James,  Rachel, 
Samuel,  Abigail,  and  one  who  died  in  infancy.  His 
wife  was  a  Miss  Pettit,  daughter  of  Joel  Pettit.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
His  daughter,  Mrs.  Hadley,  bore  her  husband  ten 
children,  two  of  whom  died  in  childhood.  Two 
sons,  Francis  M.  and  Enos  B.,  served  in  the  Eighth 
Michigan  Cavalry  during  the  Civil  War.  Mrs. 
Hadley  was  born  May  22,  1812,  and  entered  into 
rest  December  1,  1886.  Mr.  Hadley  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  for  more 
than  fifty  years,  and  has  done  much  ministerial 
work.  He  married  for  his  second  wife  Mrs.  Ann 
(Brown)  Lincoln.  He  was  formerly  for  a  long 
period  the  owner  and  operator  of  a  sawmill  and 
tannery. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  notice  is  the 
third  in  age  among  the  sons  and  daughters  of  Silas 
and  Abigail  (Masters)  Hadley.  His  birth  took 
place  June  8,  1838,  in  Scott  Township,  Steuben 
County,  Ind.,  and  his  early  years  were  spent  on  a 
farm.  He  had  but  meager  school  privileges  and 
his  book  knowledge  is  comparatively  limited.  He 
has,  however,  what  is  more  important,  a  faculty  of 
observation,  a  habit  or  reading  and  thoroughly 
good  principles.  When  of  age  he  bought  his  first 
farm,  a  tract  in  Branch  County,  this  State,  which 
was  his  home  until  he  bought  where  he  is  now  liv- 
ing. In  carrying  on  his  estate  he  is  industrious 
and  enterprising,  as  would  readily  be  thought  by 
any  observer  of  the  property. 

An  interesting  ceremony  was  performed  March 
9,  1862,  it  being  the  marriage  rites  of  Azariah  Had- 
ley and  Miss  M.  Elizabeth  Fackler.  The  bride  was 
born  in  York  County,  Pa.,  and  is  one  of  the  eight 
sons  and  daughters  comprising  the  family  of  Jonas 
and  Elizabeth  (Upp)  Fackler,  the  youngest  son 
serving  as  a  private  in  an  Ohio  regiment.     Her 


maternal  grandparents  were  Peter  and  Catherine 
(Haynes)  Upp,  and  her  paternal  grandparents  were 
Peter  and  Mary  (Risinger)  Fackler.  Mrs.  Had- 
ley's  parents  were  natives  of  the  same  county  as 
himself,  and  thence  they  moved  to  Huron  County, 
Ohio,  in  1837.  Mr.  Fackler  was  a  farmer  and 
blacksmith.  He  died  in  November,  1875,  some 
years  after  the  death  of  his  wife,  who  had  entered 
into  rest  in  1866.  They  were  members  respectively 
of  the  Presbyterian  and  Lutheran  Churches.  Their 
daughter  Elizabeth  was  well  instructed  and  taught 
several  terms  in  Huron  County,  Ohio,  and  in  1861 
came  to  this  State  and  took  her  place  among  the 
teachers  of  Branch  County.  She  taught  school 
seven  terms,  then  gave  up  the  profession  and  took 
up  instead  the  duties  of  wifehood. 

The  happy  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hadley  has 
been  blest  by  the  birth  of  six  children,  who  are 
named  respectively:  George  N.,  John  A.,  Alvin 
A.,  Mina  A.,  Estella  O.  and  Mary  E.  B.  The  first- 
born died  at  the  early  age  of  eight  years.  All  have 
been  recipients  of  careful  home  training  and  good 
educational  privileges,  and  have  before  them  the 
example  of  Christian  parents.  Mr.  Hadley  is  a 
Free  Will  Baptist,  and  Mrs.  Hadley  belongs  to  the 
United  Brethren  Church. 
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fl^  ARRY  ALLEN.  Among  the  well- regulated 
|)  estates  of  Eaton  County,  that  upon  section 
10,  Eaton  Township,  owned  and  occupied 
by  the  gentleman  above-named,  is  worthy 
of  notice.  It  consists  of  one  hundred  and  forty 
acres  of  land,  which  is  thoroughly  tilled  and  sup- 
plied with  a  complete  assortment  of  farm  buildings 
and  a  substantial,  commodious  residence.  Here 
Mr.  Allen  has  lived  and  labored  for  many  years, 
witnessing  the  gradual  development  of  the  country 
around  him  and  doing  much  pioneer  work  with  his 
own  hands.  He  has  long  been  known  throughout 
the  township  as  one  of  its  best  and  most  public- 
spirited  citizens. 

The  birthplace  of  Mr.  Allen  was  Cayuga  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  his  natal  day  May  31,  1819.  His  father, 
Thomas  C.  Allen,  was  a  native  of  the  Empire  State, 
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and  his  mother,  Elizabeth  (Wall)  Allen,  was  born 
in  New  England.  To  that  good  couple  several  • 
children  were  born,  the  surviving  brothers  and 
sisters  of  our  subject  being  Ervilla,  widow  of  Jones 
Bellows,  living  in  Eaton  Township;  George,  a  resi- 
dent of  Grand  Rapids ;  Miranda,  wife  of  Solomon 
S.  Dorr,  who  lives  in  Eaton  County;  and  Sidney, 
whose  home  is  in  Eaton. 

During  the  childhood  of  our  subject  his  parents 
removed  to  Cortland  County,  N.  Y.,  where  they 
remained  until  he  had  entered  his  teens.  They 
then  went  to  Niagara  County  and  there  the  lad  re- 
mained until  he  was  twenty  years  old.  In  the 
counties  in  which  his  early  years  were  spent  he  took 
advantage  of  the  opportunities  afforded  for  obtain- 
ing an  education,  and  although  he  was  not  privi- 
leged to  pursue  an  advanced  course  of  study  he 
gained  a  practical  knowledge  of  the  important 
branches. 

In  the  spring  of  1839  Sidney  and  Harry  Allen 
left  the  Empire  State,  and  crossing  the  lakes  to  De- 
troit, came  on  foot  to  Eaton  County.  For  nearly 
two  years  after  their  arrival  he  of  whom  we  write 
worked  at  wood  chopping  and  logging,  and  occa- 
sionally did  some  farm  work.  He  then  bought 
eighty  acres  of  the  land  on  which  he  now  lives  and 
thus  formed  the  nucleus  of  his  present  fine  farm. 
He  put  up  a  log  house,  rudely  built  and  14x24  feet 
in  size,  in  which  he  lived  a  number  of  years.  He 
gradually  removed  the  forest  growth  and  prepared 
the  soil  for  cultivation  and  added  to  the  extent  of 
the  property  by  subsequent  purchases.  Slowly  but 
surely  he  gathered  around  him  the  conveniences  of 
modern  farm  life  and  won  the  prize  of  financial 
success. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Allen  and  Miss  Julia  Urie 
took  place  April  2,  1846.  The  bride  was  born  in 
Ashland  County,  Ohio,  September  20,  1827,  her 
parents,  Solomon  and  Sarah  Urie,  having  been  early 
settlers  there.  When  she  was  eighteen  years  old 
Miss  Urie  came  to  Eaton  County  with  her  brother 
and  uncle,  and  her  parents  subsequently  followed 
and  eventually  died  here.  Their  family  consisted 
of  eight  children,  those  now  living  being  Lydia, 
wife  of  Samuel  Matthews,  and  a  resident  of  Eaton 
County;  Rebecca,  who  married  Russell  Schoonover 
and  lives  in  Ohio;  Benjamin,  a  resident  of  Eaton 


County,  and  Mrs.  Allen.  The  family  of  our  subject 
and  his  good  wife  consists  of  the  following  sons  and 
daughters:  Homer  M.,  John  F.,  Zachary  T.,  Joseph- 
ine, Horace  G.,  Willard,  Flora  and  Joseph  C. 
Josephine,  Mrs.  Day,  is  a  widow,  and  Flora  is  the 
wife  of  Charles  Eddy. 

The  only  public  office  in  which  Mr.  Allen  has 
officiated  is  that  of  Highway  Commissioner.  After 
studying  the  political  questions  he  gave  his  alle- 
giance to  the  Republican  doctrines  and  has  never 
seen  cause  to  transfer  his  fealty.  He  and  his  wife 
belong  to  the  Seventh  Day  Advent  Church,  and  are 
now,  as  they  have  always  been,  interested  in  the 
progress  of  this  section  of  the  State  and  ready  to 
do  all  in  their  power  to  promote  it.  Surrounded 
by  children  and  friends  they  are  journeying  down 
the  hill  of  time,  enjoying  the  fruits  of  industry 
and  well  doing. 


ftp  AMES  COCHRAN,  father  of  Mrs.  Lucretia 
Wheeler,  was  born  in  Londonderry,  Wind- 
ham County,  Vt.,  December  21,  1789,  and 
in  his  native  place  he  grew  to  manhood. 
There  also  he  was  married  in  August,  1817,  Miss 
Saftie  Cook,  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  becoming  his 
wife.  The  young  couple  emigrated  to  Ontario 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  they  reared  a  family  of  chil- 
dren and  whence  they  removed  to  Steuben  County. 
The  mother  died  February  14,  1843,  in  Steuben 
County,  N.  Y.,  mourned  not  only  by  her  children 
but  also  by  her  neighbors  and  large  circle  of  friends, 
who  recognized  her  nobility  of  character  and  many 
virtues  of  life. 

The  family  of  James  Cochran  and  his  wife  com- 
prised four  children,  whose  record  is  as  follows: 
Lucretia  became  the  wife  of  Mr.  Wheeler,  whose 
sketch  appears  on  another  page  of  this  volume; 
Isaac  was  an  ordained  minister  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  and  was  highly  esteemed  by  all 
who  knew  him.  He  married  Julia  A.  Bingham,  of 
Oakland  County,  Mich.,  and  died  in  Utica,  this 
State,  in  1867.  Elisha,  a  carpenter  and  joiner  by 
trade,  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  bearing  the 
maiden   name   of    Abigail  Naracomb.     After  her 
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death  he  married  her  sister,  Eliza  Jane  Naraeomb, 
and  now  resides  in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.  David 
married  Vashti  M.  Force,  of  Attica,  N.  Y.,  and 
died  in  1862  in  Onondaga  County,  that  State. 

In  1848  Mr.  Cochran  left  New  York,  proceeding 
West  to  Eaton  County,  this  State,  where  he  passed 
his  remaining  years,  dying  in  1854.  He  was  a 
Christian,  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
and  while  in  New  York  was  a  Deacon.  He  was  a 
man  of  more  than  ordinary  ability  and  in  early  life 
was  a  Whig  and  a  great  admirer  of  Henry  Clay. 
Possessing  stalwart  integrity,  his  name  was  above 
reproach,  and  as  an  honored  pioneer  of  this  county 
he  will  be  long  and  gratefully  remembered. 


UTHER  BLODGETT,  Sb.,  a  pioneer  of 
Washtenaw  County,  was  born  in  Wind- 
jjLAN^  nam  County,  Vt.,  June  6,  1773,  and  upon 
attaining  years  of  maturity  married  Keziah  Burr, 
who  was  born  July  17,  1774.  By  this  union  seven 
children  were  born,  as  follows:  Maria,  born  in 
1800;  Tyler,  in  1802;  Laura,  who  was  born  in 
1803,  died  in  infancy;  Paley,  born  in  1805; 
Luther,  Jr.,  in  1807;  Susanna,  in  1809,  and  Diana 
in  1811.  Tyler,  of  the  above-mentioned  family, 
married  Miss  Phoebe  Hart,  and  after  her  death  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Electa  Ford,  by  whom 
he  had  two  children — Richard  and  Henry  N. 
Richard,  a  resident  of  Eaton  County,  was  a  soldier 
in  the  late  Rebellion,  enlisting  in  the  Twenty- 
fourth  Michigan  Infantry.  Henry  enlisted  in  the 
Sixth  Michigan  Infantry,  served  until  the  expira- 
tion of  the  term  of  his  enlistment,  then  re  enlisted 
and  while  on  a  furlough  died  April  22,  1864. 
Tyler  Blodgett  died  in  1874. 

Luther  Blodgett,  Jr.,  married  Lucy  Ford,  by 
whom  he  had  twelve  children,  whose  record  is  as 
follows:  Benjamin  died  in  infancy;  Emerson  C.  is 
represented  by  a  sketch  elsewhere  in  this  volume; 
Isaac  T.,  who  was  born  August  12,  1832,  is  now  a 
resident  of  Hamlin  Township  and  married  Miss 
Maria  Meeker;  Newton  H.,  a  resident  of  Oregon, 
married  Jane  Summer ville;  Huldah  M.  died  when 
young;   Lucy  A.  is  the  wife  of  Marion  Nichols,  of 


Allegan,  Mich.;  Louisa  M.  married  Henry  Ferris, 
of  Montcalm  County,  Mich.;  Dorcas  K.,  formerly 
the  wife  of  William  Onderdonk,  died  in  Eaton 
County;  Emeiine  L.  became  the  wife  of  Daniel 
Hammond,  of  Arkansas;  Mary  A.  died  in  infancy; 
Sarah  A.  and  Phoebe  also  died  young.  After  the 
death  of  Mrs.  Blodgett,  which  occurred  September  • 
20,  1849,  Mr.  Blodgett  married  Electa  Blodgett, 
by  whom  he  had  two  children — Charles  L.  and 
Ida  E.,  wife  of  William  Hurd,  of  Eaton  Rapids. 

In  the  spring  of  1838  Luther  Blodgett,  Jr.,  came 
to  Eaton  County,  then  an  almost  unbroken  wilder- 
ness, and  purchased  a  tract  of  land  comprising  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres,  on  which  was  a  small 
clearing  and  a  log  house.  Here  with  the  assistance 
of  his  good  wife  he  made  a  comfortable  home  and 
became  independent.  He  filled  the  various  offices 
of  trust  in  his  township  and  was  prominent  in  the 
promotion  of  religious,  educational  and  social  in- 
terests. In  early  life  he  was  a  Whig  and  a  great 
admirer  of  the  leaders  of  his  party,  but  when  the 
Republican  party  sprang  into  existence  as  an  or- 
ganization designed  to  prevent  the  extension  of 
slavery  he  enlisted  in  its  ranks  and  under  its 
banner.  In  the  days  when  Eaton  County  was  but 
sparsely  inhabited,  when  the  land  was  in  a  wild 
state  and  but  little  improved,  Mr.  Blodgett  became 
a  resident  of  Hamlin  Township  and  was  identified 
with  its  growth  and  progress  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death  in  April,  1864. 


3* 


W  UCIAN  H.  DUNTON.  In  this  volume 
ill  (®  dedicated  to  the  representative  people  of 
/!=*)  this  section  of  Michigan,  its  pioneers  de- 
serve more  than  passing  notice  for  what  they  did 
to  secure  its  enduring  prosperity,  and  as  one  of 
these  we  are  glad  to  present  a  brief  sketch  of  the 
life  of  Lucian  H.  Dunton,  one  of  the  old  settlers 
of  Eaton  County,  who  has  long  been  a  resident  of 
Charlotte. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  took  place  in  the  town 
of  Jericho,  Chittenden  County,  Vt.,  August  30, 
1810.  His  father,  whose  name  was  Henry  Dunton, 
was  also  a  native  of  Vermont,  born  at  Townshend, 
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Windham  County,  a  son  of  Joseph  Dunton,  of 
Massachusetts,  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  who  was  a 
pioneer  of  that  place.  Immediately  after  the  War 
for  Independence  he  had  gone  to  Vermont,  and 
was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Windam  County, 
where  he  cleared  a  good  farm  of  two  hundred  acres, 
on  which  he  dwelt  until  his  death. 

Henry  Dunton  early  learned  to  be  a  farmer  on 
the  old  New  England  homestead  of  his  birth.  Af- 
ter his  marriage  he  removed  from  his  native  county 
to  Chittenden  County,  where  he  lived  for  a  few 
years  prior  to  going  to  Franklin  County,  where  he 
bought  a  tract  of  land  in  the  forests  of  Bakersfield 
Township.  That  county  was  then  thinly  inhabited, 
there  were  no  railways,  and  Montreal,  eighty  miles 
distant,  was  the  nearest  market  and  depot  for  sup- 
plies. Mr.  Dunton  started  to  clear  a  farm,  but 
death  cut  short  his  work  in  1816  while  he  was  yet 
in  the  prime  and  vigor  of  life.  The  maiden  name 
of  his  wife,  mother  of  our  subject,  was  Lucretia 
Hazleton,  and  she  was  a  daughter  of  Asa  Hazleton. 
She  married  a  second  time,  becoming  the  wife  of 
Judge  William  Bridges,  of  St.  Albans,  where  she 
died  in  1823. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  was  but  six  years 
old  when  his  father  died,  and  he  was  then  bound 
out  to  a  farmer,  Samuel  Frost  by  name,  of  Wind- 
ham County,  with  whom  he  remained  until  he  was 
thirteen  years  old.  At  that  age  he  returned  to 
Bakersfield  to  live  with  his  uncle  Rufus  Earl.  In 
1828  he  went  with  his  uncle's  family  to  Franklin 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  continued  with  them  until  he 
attained  his  majority,  when  he  started  out  in  life 
for  himself.  He  worked  by  the  day  and  month  in 
Franklin  County  for  three  years,  and  at  the  end  of 
that  time  went  back  to  Townshend,  Vt.,  where  he 
was  employed  by  Deacon  Chapin  Howard,  work- 
ing for  him  until  1837.  In  that  year  he  came  to 
Michigan  to  secure  a  home  for  himself  if  possible 
in  this  then  new  State.  He  came  here  with  Aure- 
lius  Howard,  and  they  made  the  journey  by  the 
most  convenient  and  expeditious  route  at  that  time. 
They  started  with  a  horse  and  buggy  from  Town- 
shend, and  drove  to  Troy,  where  they  embarked 
with  their  turnout  on  a  canal  boat  bound  for  Buf- 
falo, where  they  took  passage  on  a  steamer  for  De- 
troit.   From  there  they  drove  to  Kalamazoo,  which 


they  found  to  be  a  prosperous  little  village  of  two 
hundred  people.  Our  subject  stayed  there  about 
two  weeks  with  his  brother  John  W.,  and  then 
started  on  foot  for  Eaton  County.  That  was  the 
year  in  which  the  first  house  was  built  at  Charlotte, 
and  the  county  was  a  veritable  wilderness,  with  but 
few  white  inhabitants,  Indians  being  much  more 
numerous. 

After  his  arrival  here  Mr.  Dunton  at  once  took 
a  job  of  clearing  land,  boarding  in  the  meantime 
with  Mr.  A.  D.  Shaw,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
the  county.  Two  years  later  he  bought  eighty 
acres  of  land  on  section  27,  of  what  is  now  Carmel 
Township,  and  in  the  log  house  that,  he  built  on 
the  place,  he  commenced  housekeeping  in  the  forest 
wilds.  He  resided  on  that  place  thirteen  years,  and 
then  traded  a  portion  of  it  for  eleven  acres  of  land 
now  included  within  the  city  limits,  which  is  still 
in  his  possession,  and  has  become  a  valuable  piece 
of  property  as  the  city  has  increased  in  size.  He 
occupied  that  place  until  after  the  death  of  his  wife, 
since  which  time  he  has  made  his  home  with  his 
daughter,  who  cares  for  him  tenderly,  as  in  the  de- 
clining years  of  a  life  spent  in  usefulness  and  well- 
doing he  is  serenely  awaiting  that  great  end  that 
blesses  all  mortality.  During  his  many  years  resi- 
dence here  he  has  so  conducted  himself  as  a  citizen, 
as  a  neighbor  and  as  a  friend,  and  in  the  private 
relations  of  life,  as  to  win  a  high  place  in  the  re- 
gard  of  the  community.  He  is  exemplary  in  his 
habits,  is  strictly  temperate  in  all  things,  and  has 
ever  been  an  ardent  advocate  of  temperance.  Ever 
since  the  formation  of  the  Republican  party  he  has 
stood  stanchly  by  it  in  times  of'  war  and  in  times 
of  peace. 

Mr.  Dunton  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Wealthy  A.  Searles,  who  was  a  native  of  Erie 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  a  daughter  of  Jonathan  and 
Sally  Searles,  who  were  pioneers  of  Eaton  County. 
Many  and  happy  were  the  years  of  wedded  life 
granted  to  our  subject  and  his  amiable  wife,  but  at 
last  they  were  called  upon  to  part,  death  removing 
the  beloved  wife  October  16,  1887.  One  child  has 
been  spared  to  bless  the  old  age  of  our  subject, 
Sarah  L.,  the  wife  of  Isaac  W.  Bottomley,  of  Ben- 
ton Township.  During  the  late  war  Mr.  Dunton 
gave  up  his  only  son  for  the  sake  of  his  country. 
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Henry  was  a  brave  soldier,  who  was  a  member  of 
the  Sixth  Michigan; Infantry,  and  he  died  while  in 
the  service. 


<^H?  LBERT  C.  DARLING.  Almost  the  entire 
life  of  this  gentleman  has  been  spent  in 
Eaton  County  and  for  some  years  he  has 
been  living  on  his  father's  old  farm  on  sec- 
tion 26,  Eaton  Rapids  Township.  He  was  born  in 
Washtenaw  County,  Mich.,  July  7,  1835,  to  Simon 
and  Keziah  (Allen)  Darling,  natives  of  Massa- 
chusetts, the  former  born  in  Bellingham  June  15, 
1806,  and  the  latter  in  Worcester  October  2, 
1808.  They  were  married  April  26,  1833.  The 
father  came  to  Eaton  County  the  year  that  his 
son  was  born,  and  located  on  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  land  in  Eaton  Rapids  Township,  but 
did  not  move  thereto  until  the  fall  of  1837.  He 
built  a  log  cabin  16x20  feet,  in  which  he  then 
sheltered  his  family  and  some  years  later  replaced 
it  by  a  more  substantial  building  of  the  same  kind 
and  after  a  time  replaced  the  second  dwelling  by  a 
comfortable  frame  house.  The  first  dwelling  was 
in  the  midst  of  heavy  birch  and  maple  timber,  and 
around  it  clearings  were  made  by  the  father,  aided 
by  his  three  sons  as  soon  as  they  were  strong 
enough  to  help  him. 

In  1865  the  father  sold  the  farm  on  which  he 
had  been  living  so  long  and  bought  instead  the 
tract  now  occupied  by  our  subject.  Here  he  made 
his  home  the  rest  of  his  days  and  died  June  11,  1875, 
at  the  age  of  seventy -six  years.  His  widow  still 
survives  and  is  considerably  past  the  eightieth 
milestone  on  life's  journey.  Mr.  Darling  was  a 
man  of  strict  integrity  and  honorable  dealing  and 
he  and  his  good  wife  were  highly  respected  wher- 
ever they  were  known.  Mrs.  Darling  belongs  to 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  when  her 
strength  would  admit,  always  took  an  active  part 
in  the  work  carried  on  by  the  society.  Mr.  Dar- 
ling was  a  Douglas  Democrat  and  well  posted 
regarding  political  issues.  He  always  gave  hearty 
support  to  the  schools  and  he  and  James  I.  Rogers 
built  the  first  log  schoolhouse  in   what  was  then 


known  as  the  Darling  and  Rogers  District.  The 
paternal  family  consisted  of  nine  children,  seven  of 
whom  lived  to  be  adults.  Besides  our  subject 
those  who  are  now  living  are  Allen  A.,  born  Febru- 
ary 6,  1834,  a  Methodist  Episcopal  minister  now 
living  in  Oceana  County;  Alvah,  born  August  27, 
1837,  an  old  soldier,  residing  in  the  same  county; 
Olive  J.,  born  July  2,  1839,  is  the  widow  of 
John  Doak  and  lives  in  Eaton  Rapids;  Simon  and 
Fisher  were  twins,  born  October  31,  1841;  Elsie, 
born  September  23,  1844,  wife  of  Daniel  Went- 
worth,  lives  in  Oceana  County;  Mary,  born  on 
the  9th  of  March,  1850,  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Alonzo  Mills,  and  died  in  Eaton  Township  Decem- 
ber 28,  1880.  Fisher  died  before  he  was  eleven 
years  old;  Simon  survives  him,  and  enlisted  in  the 
army  in  1863,  in  Company  K,  Tenth  Michigan 
Cavalry.  After  the  war  he  married  Clarry  Hodge 
and  settled  within  one  mile  of  the  homestead  on 
his  farm  and  lives  there  yet. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  these 
paragraphs  acquired  his  education  in  the  district 
school  and  his  first  attendance  was  in  a  log  house 
with  puncheon  floor.  The  boys  who  were  old 
enough  took  their  axes  to  school  with  them  and 
during  intermissions  chopped  wood  in  the  forests 
surrounding  the  schoolhouse,  and  so  supplied  the 
building  with  fuel.  Books  were  hard  to  get  and  a 
reader  and  an  arithmetic  were  all  that  were  needed. 
The  pens  used  were  quills  mended  by  the  teacher. 
Mr.  Darling  has  lived  to  see  all  the  primitive 
features  which  his  memory  recalls  give  place  to 
those  of  high  civilization.  He  remained  on  his 
father's  farm  until  he  was  of  age  and  then  started 
out  to  battle  for  himself.  He  has  worked  himself 
up  to  a  high  position  and  now  stands  where  he  can 
look  back  over  trials  met  and  difficulties  conquered, 
and  forward  to  a  roa  I  where  the  prospect  is  more 
pleasing. 

October  16,  1862,  Mr.  DarJing  was  married  to 
Elizabeth  Hoyt,  daughter  of  William  and  Lucy 
Hoyt,  natives  of  Connecticut.  The  bride  lived 
but  a  few  years,  breathing  her  last  July  16,  1871. 
By  this  union  there  was  one  child.  Mr.  Darling 
was  married  a  second  time  November  30,  1876,  to 
Mrs.  Belle  Mallory,  nee  Siloway,  who  was  born  in 
Wyoming  County,  N.  Y.,  November  20,  1847.     iler 
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first  husband  was  Charles  Mallory,  who  died  in 
Missouri  leaving  one  son — Carl,  who  was  born 
May  31,  1871,  and  is  now  living  with  Mr.  Darling. 
Her  union  with  Mr.  Darling  has  been  blessed  by 
the  birth  of  a  daughter,  Pearl,  born  December  26, 
1878.  Mr.  Darling  is  a  stanch  Democrat  but  not  a 
politician.  He  takes  a  warm  interest  in  educa- 
tional matters  and  has  been  a  School  Director  for 
a  number  of  terms.  He  and  his  wife  are  members 
in  good  standing  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 


Vfr^jENJAMIN  F.  KNIGHT,  one  of  the  pio- 
|i^S\  neers  of  1836,  was  born  in  the  State  of  New 
|||)  111  York  July  12,  1807  and  was  the  son  of 
^=^  Joseph  and  Martha  Knight,  the  former  born 
June  12,  1767  and  the  later  April  25,  1769.  Unto 
the  parents  seven  children  were  born,  whose  record 
is  as  follows :  Nancy,  born  August  24,  1793 ;  Joseph, 
April  6, 1795;  Roxana,  January  2,  1797;  Patty,  July 
19,  1800;  Levi,  October  7,  1802;  Betsey,  May  31, 
1804,  and  Benjamin  F.  of  this  sketch. 

Our  subject  passed  his  youth  in  New  York  and 
at  the  age  of  fifteen  years  accompanied  his  parents  to 
Roscoe,  Ohio,  where  he  grew  to  manhood.  On  April 
17,  1834,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Alethea  Spicer,  daughter  of  Amos  Spicer,  a  native 
of  Connecticut,  and  Lucretia  Spicer  of  New  York. 
In  1836  the  family  emigrated  from  Ohio  to  Michigan, 
becoming  the  first  settlers  in  what  is  now  Eaton 
Rapids.  The  first  meal  the  family  ate  there  was 
cooked  by  Mrs.  Knight  by  a  log  cut  down  on  what 
is  now  Main  Street.  They  first  settled  at  Spicer ville; 
which  was  named  in  honor  of  the  father  of  Mrs. 
Knight. 

Mr.  Knight  was  closely  associated  with  the  devel- 
opment of  the  county,  and  particularly  of  Eaton 
Rapids.  He  erected  a  sawmill,  the  first  in  the  county, 
and  built  three  small  board  houses.  With  a  few 
other  pioneers  he  formed  a  compan}*  which  pur- 
chased a  large  tract  of  land  and  laid  out  the  town 
of  Eaton  Rapids,  to  which  they  gave  its  name. 
They  built  the  first  gristmill  in  the  county,  having 
prior  to  that  time  gone  to  Ann  Arbor  for  flour. 
Mr.    Knight  operated  as  a  miller,  and  subsequently 


embarked  in  mercantile  business  on  the  site  where 
the  Anderson  House  now  stands.  His  stock  of  goods 
was  principally  sold  to  Indians,  who  were  numerous. 
Mrs.  Knight  attended  the  store  while  Mr.  Knight 
operated  the  mill.  Later  he  built  a  store  opposite 
to  the  present  site  of  the  Anderson  House,  and  this 
he  managed  until  his  death. 

In  1852  Mr.  Knight  made  an  overland  trip  to 
California,  where  he  sojourned  two  years,  returning 
to  Michigan  January  9,  1854,  and  one  year  from 
that  date  he  passed  from  the  busy  scenes  of  earth. 
In  politics  he  was  a  Democrat  and  was  a  member  of 
the  Legislature  while  the  capital  was  located  at 
Detroit  and  was  there  when  the  site  was  chosen  at 
Lansing.  He  used  every  effort  to  get  it  located  at 
Eaton  Rapids,  but  lost  it  by  one  vote,  one  man 
selling  out  for  eighty  acres  of  land.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Knight  were  the  parents  of  five  children,  namely: 
Amos,  now  a  practicing  physician  of  Eaton  Rapids; 
Edwin,  a  resident  of  Eaton  Rapids,  and  the  first 
white  child  born  in  the  county ;  Lucretia,  the  widow 
of  Joseph  Earl;  Martha,  wife  of  Benjamin  Slade  of 
Ypsilanti,  Mich,  and  William,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  forty-three  years. 

After  the  death  of  Mr.  Knight,  his  widow  was  a 
second  time  married,  becoming  the  wife  of  John  H. 
Waldron,  son  of  John  and  Hannah  Waldron  of 
New  York,  and  born  in  Tompkins  County  N.  Y. 
At  the  age  of  twenty  years  Mr.  Waldron  came  to 
Eaton  Rapids  and  has  been  practicing  as  a  Veter- 
inary Surgeon  for  thirty-two  years. 


f/^lNMAN  S.  DICKINSON.  A  long  resi- 
dence in  a  community  gives  to  an  individual 
a  standing  which  can  scarcely  be  otherwise 
acquired,  especially  if  he  has  made  for  him- 
self a  good  record  as  a  citizen.  If  ordinarily  in- 
telligent and  actively  interested  in  the  welfare  of 
the  people  around  him,  he  will  have  identified  him- 
self closely  with  their  interests,  and  from  this  will 
have  risen  a  mutual  benefit.  These  thoughts  are 
involuntarily  suggested  by  reviewing  the  career  of 
Mr.  Dickinson,  who  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of 
Eaton  County,  having  been  almost  continuously  a 
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resident  of  Vermontville  for  a  period  of  fifty-three 
years.  He  has  thus  become  widely  and  favorably 
known  to  the  people  of  this  region,  and  the  fact 
that  he  is  uniformly  well  spoken  of  is  sufficient  in- 
dication of  his  true  character.  He  possesses  those 
genial  and  companionable  qualities  which  ave  a 
free  passport  to  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  man- 
kind when  supplemented  by  integrity  and  intelli- 
gence. Although  having  reached  the  sixtieth  year 
of  his  age,  Mr.  Dickinson  is  well  preserved  physi- 
cally and  mentally. 

At  an  early  age  our  subject  became  identified 
with  the  Congregational  Church,  of  which  he  has 
remained  a  consistent  member  and  a  generous  con- 
tributor, both  of  means  and  influence.  He  has 
always  striven  to  upbuild  the  Master's  cause,  and 
thus  promote  the  well-being  of  society.  For  many 
years  he  has  enjoyed  the  companionship  of  a  most 
estimable  wife  who  has  been  a  true  helpmate,  both 
intellectually  and  financially,  and  to  her  prudence 
and  wisdom  a  large  share  of  her  husband's  success 
and  popularity  is  due. 

A  native  of  the  town  of  Benson,  Rutland  Count}', 
Vt.,  Mr.  Dickinson  was  born  October  29,  1830. 
He  is  the  son  of  Oren  and  Salome  (Barber)  Dick- 
inson, who  were  natives  respectively  of  Massachu- 
setts and  Vermont.  His  father  was  born  in  Pittsfield, 
Mass.,  but  quite  early  in  life  became  a  resident  of 
Benson,  Vt.,  where  he  sojourned  until  1836,  when 
he  joined  the  Vermont  colony  in  Michigan  and 
located  at  Vermontville.  He  traveled  the  whole 
distance  from  Benson  to  Vermontville  by  team. 
Here  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  dajs  in  farming 
and  passed  away  from  earth  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
six  years.  He  left  behind  him  the  record  of  a 
useful  life.  He  helped  to  lay  out  the  lines  and 
determine  the  boundaries  of  Vermontville.  He  was 
a  man  of  unusual  intelligence  and  singularly  free 
from  ostentation  or  any  evidence  of  a  grasping  and 
over-reaching  spirit.  He  brought  with  him  to 
Michigan  less  than  $1,500,  which  he  lost  through 
speculation,  but  by  honesty,  industry  and  persever- 
ance he  succeeded  in  accumulating  an  estate  worth 
$12,000. 

i  The  political  sympathies  of  Oren  Dickinson  were 
first  with  the  Whigs  and  afterward  with  the  Repub- 
lican party.     He  held  many  minor  town  and  school 


offices,  but  always  declined  anything  higher.  His 
wife  was  born  in  Benson,  Vt.,  and  died  in  Ver- 
montville in  1885  at  the  extreme  age  of  ninety-two 
years.  She  was  an  earnest  and  warm-hearted  mem- 
ber of  the  Congregational  Church.  Her  parents 
were  Daniel  and  Ruth  (Hinman)  Barber.  A  sketch 
of  Daniel  Barber  is  to  be  found  in  this  volume. 
The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were  Joel 
and  Hulda  (Strong)  Dickinson,  natives  of  the  Bay 
State.  Joel  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
War.  The  family  traces  its  ancestry  to  England, 
whence  the  first  representative  of  the  family  in 
America  came  in  Colonial  days  and  settled  in 
Massachusetts.  They  became  the  progenitors  of 
a  race  possessing  marked  characteristics  which 
made  them  almost  uniformly  honest  men  and  good 
citizens. 

There  were  born  to  Oren  and  Salome  Dickinson 
five  children,  only  four  of  whom  lived  to  maturity. 
The  eldest  of  these  is  Naomi  G.,  who  is  single  and 
resides  in  Vermontville.  The  second,  Marshall  J., 
now  deceased,  was  Major  of  the  Second  Michigan 
Cavalry  in  the  late  war,  and  was  mustered  out  as 
Lieutenant-Colonel.  He  afterward  made  his  home 
in  South  Haven,  Mich.,  where  he  died.  The 
youngest  of  the  four  was  Millard  H.,  who  for  many 
years  farmed  in  Eaton  County  and  then  went  to 
Georgia,  where  he  managed  a  large  plantation  until 
his  death. 

Hinman   S.,    the    subject    of    this    biographical 
sketch,  came  to  Michigan  with  his  parents  in  1837, 
when  he  was  seven  years  of  age.     He  was  trained 
to  habits  of   industry   and  usefulness,  and   in  the 
sentiments  of  honor  which  have  been  his  through- 
out life.     After  receiving  an  academic  education 
in  Vermontville  he  turned  his  attention  to  teaching. 
He  spent  1847  and  1848  in  Kalamazoo  and   Ver- 
montville pursuing  the  profession  of  a  teacher.    In 
the  latter  part  of  1849  he  joined  the  vast  army  that 
was  attracted  to  California  by  the  gold  fever.      He 
met  with  an  ordinary  degree  of  success   in   mining, 
but  in  1851  returned  to  Michigan  and  settled  down 
to  farming  in  the  vicinity  of  Vermontville,  where 
he  has  ever  since  given  his  undivided  attention  to 
agriculture.     He   stands    high    both   socially  and 
financially  in  his  community.     His  landed  posses- 
I  sions  consist  of  upwards  of  three  hundred '-a^reg. 
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and  his  home  farm  is  one  of  the  neatest  and  best 
improved  in  the  town.  In  politics  he  is  independ- 
ent and  casts  his  vote  for  the  man  whom  he  believes 
will  support  the  people's  interests. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  took  place  October 
3,  I  855.  He  then  took  to  wife  Lauretta  L.  Prouty, 
a  resident  of  Kalamazoo,  who  was  born  in  Glens 
Falls,  N.  Y.,  May  11, 1832.  She  is  the  daughter  of 
Amariah  and  Sophia  (Ransom)  Prouty,  natives  of 
New  Hampshire  and  Vermont  respectively,  who 
came  to  Michigan  in  1835  and  spent  the  remainder 
of  their  lives  in  that  town.  Mr.  Prouty  was  a  man 
well  known  throughout  Michigan,  being  one  of  the 
pioneer  insurance  men  in  the  State.  Mrs.  Prouty 
was  a  sister  of  Gov.  Ransom  of  Michigan. 

Mr.  and  Mrs. Dickinson  have  had  born  to  them 
only  two  children — Nellie  S.  and  Edwin  M.  The 
daughter  is  the  wife  of  H.  H.  Church.  They  have 
two  daughters — Edna  G.  and  Laura  F.  The  son, 
Edwin  M.,  died  at  the  age  of  nine  years.  Mrs. 
Dickinson,  as  well  as  her  husband,  is  a  member  of 
the  Congregational  Church  at  Vermontville.  The 
family  occupies  a  most  comfortable  residence  in 
the  western  part  of  Vermontville  which,  without 
pretension  to  elegance  wears  an  air  of  culture  and 
refinement. 


^pjjf  RTEMAS  SMITH,  who  resides  on  section 
(©yLljl     19,  town  of   Vermontville,    is  numbered 
I    (fi    among  the  honored     pioneers    of    EatOL 
H>^  County,  having  for  almost  half  a  century 

made  his  home  at  this  place.  He  was  born  in 
Orwell,  Rutland  County,  Vt,  May  23,  1818,  and 
is  a  son  of  Arte  mas  and  Lavina  (Rice)  Smith, 
who  wrere  also  natives  of  the  same  county.  Both 
the  Smith  and  Rice  families  settled  in  Rutland 
County  at  a  very  early  day  when  it  was  almost 
an  unbroken  wilderness.  Joab  Smith,  the  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  was  a  native  of  Massachu- 
setts, of  English  and  Irish  descent.  Artemas,  Sr., 
was  born  in  the  Green  Mountain  State  February 
7,  1792,  and  throughout  his  entire  life  followed 
farming.     He  was  a  good  citizen  and  gave  evidence 


of  his  loyalty  to  the  country  by  offering  his  ser- 
vices to  the  Government  in  the  War  of  1812.  His 
death  occurred  October  12,  1827.  His  wife  long 
survived  him.  She  was  born  in  Rutland  County 
January  1,  1792,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Eli  Rice, 
who  was  born  in  New  England  and  wore  the  Amer- 
ican uniform  during  the  War  of  1812.  Mrs.  Smith 
died  in  the  faith  of  the  Congregational  Church,  of 
which  she  had  long  been  a  member,  May  15,  1882, 
a!i  the  advanced  age  of  ninety  years.  She  was  then 
at  the  home  of  our  subject,  with  whom  she  had 
resided  for  some  time  previous.  Her  children  were 
as  follows:  Lavina,  who  died  at  the  age  of  nine 
years;  Artemas,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  and 
Cephas,  unmarried,  who  resides  in  Dayton,  Wash. 
He  served  in  the  late  war  as  a  member  of  the  Thir- 
teenth Michigan  Volunteer  Infantry  until  its  close 
and  followed  Sherman  on  the  celebrated  march  to 
the  sea.  He  was  never  wounded  or  taken  prisoner 
and  when  peace  was  once  more  re-established  he 
was  honorably  discharged  from  the  service. 

Artemas  Smith,  whose  name  heads  this  sketch, 
spent  his  boyhood  days  upon  the  old  home  farm  in 
his  native  State  and  after  the  death  of  his  father 
was  reared  by  his  guardian.  Throughout  his  entire 
life  he  has  been  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits 
and  prosperity  has  attended  his  efforts.  He  con- 
tinued to  reside  in  Vermont  until  1841,  when  he 
came  to  Eaton  County,  Mich.,  and  in  partnership 
with  his  brother  purchased  two  hundred  and  sixty- 
two  acres  of  land,  a  part  of  which  he  now  owns. 
In  the  autumn  of  that  year  he  returned  to  his  na- 
tive State  and  brought  his  mother  to  his  new  home, 
where  she  remained  until  called  to  her  final  rest. 
The  farm  was  all  heavily  timbered,  not  even  a  road 
having  been  cut  to  the  place.  When  Mr.  Smith 
left  Vermont  be  had  only  $700  in  money  and  upon 
this  foundation  he  built  his  fortune.  His  brother 
sold  out,  leaving  him  one  hundred  and  thirty-one 
acres  of  land,  which  constitutes  a  part  of  his  present 
farm.  By  subsequent  purchase  he  has  extended 
its  boundaries  until  now  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
six  acres  of  good  land  pay  tribute  to  his  care  and 
cultivation,  and  his  farm  is  reckoned  among  the 
best  in  the  township.  He  also  owns  eighty  aere# 
on  section  13,  in  the  town  of  Casselton,  Barry 
County,   Mich.     He  raises  a  good  grade  of  stock 
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and  has  everything  necessary  for  a  model  farm, 
including  many  excellent  improvements,  which 
stand  as  monuments  to  his  thrift  and  enterprise, 
but  he  is  now  practically  living  a  retired  life,  his 
land  being  rented. 

In  political  sentiment  Mr.  Smith  was  for  many 
years  a  stanch  Republican  but  believing  the  tem- 
perance question  to  be  paramount  in  importance  to 
any  other  now  before  the  people,  he  has  for  the 
past  few  years  voted  with  the  Prohibition  party, 
as  it  embodies  his  principles  upon  that  subject. 
He  has  held  all  of  the  town  offices  and  was  County 
Supervisor  for  three  years.  As  he  does  not  believe 
in  secret  organizations  he  has  never  been  connected 
with  a  civic  society.  In  religious  belief  he  is  a 
Congregationalist,  being  connected  with  the  church 
in  Yermontville. 

\Y)  USTIN  V.  O'NEIL  is  engaged  in  farming 
and  stock-raising  in  Roxana  Township, 
where  he  has  carried  on  these  industries 
very  profitably  these  many  years.  He  is  a 
native  of  Oswego  County,  N.  Y.,  where  his  birth 
occurred  February  14,  1842.  His  father,  the  Rev 
Daniel  O'Neil  now  of  Oswego  County,  N.  Y.,  born 
May  20,  1795,  in  Orange  County,  N.  Y.,  was  the 
youngest  and  last  surviving  son  of  Peter  and  Jane 
O'Neil.  His  father  died  when  he  was  fourteen 
years  old.  During  the  War  of  1812  he  entered 
the  volunteer  service.  At  the  time  of  his  conver- 
sion he  united  with  the  Methodist  Protestant 
Church  and  soon  afterward  became  a  preacher. 
His  wife,  to  whom  he  was  married  February  6, 
1827,  was  a  native  of  the  same  State,  by  name 
Lucinda  Weaver.  She  was  one  of  a  family  of 
a  family  of  eight  children,  four  of  whom  are  now 
living.  Her  death  occurred  in  1872,  her  hus- 
band surviving  her  until  the  year  1887,  dying  Oc- 
tober 5.  at  the  age  of  ninety-three  years. 

The  Rev.  Daniel  O'Neil  came  to  Eaton  County, 
Mich.,  in  1852.  He  was  one  of  the  pioneer  preach- 
ers in  the  Protestant  Methodist  Churches  of  this 
county,  and  was  highly  esteemed  in  the  community 
and  enjoyed  a  wide  circle  of  acquaintances.     In 


disposition  he  was  kind-hearted  and  benevolent. 
The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Peter  O'Neil,  a  na- 
tive of  Ireland,  born  in  1745,  was  educated  for  a 
Catholic  priest,  but  becoming  dissatisfied  with 
Catholicism  he  became  a  Protestant.  He  was  quite 
a  linguist  being  proficient  in  several  different  lan- 
guages. He  came  to  America  in  1766  and  located 
in  Oswego  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  engaged  in 
farming.  He  was  twice  married,  his  last  wife,  Jane 
Benton,  surviving  him  many  years,  she  dying  in 
1809. 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  a  farm  where  he  at- 
tended the  district  school  until  nine  years  old,  and 
like  the  children  of  all  settlers  enjoyed  poor  op- 
portunities for  adding  to  that  scant  education. 
After  his  seventeenth  year  he  worked  out  and 
earned  enough  money  to  pay  off  the  small  indebt- 
edness on  his  father's  farm.  After  becoming  of 
age  he  worked  for  a  few  years  by  the  month.  He 
enlisted  August  37,  1864  in  the  Sixth  Michigan 
heavy  artillery,  stationed  at  Ft.  Morgan,  Ala.,  the 
most  of  the  time.  During  two  months  of  that 
time  he  was  sick  in  the  regimental  hospital,  and 
was  mustered  out  July  22,  1865.  After  his  return 
he  located  at  Richland,  Kalamazoo  County,  Mich., 
and  engaged  in  manufacturing  ax  handles  for  some 
years.  He  did  a  thriving  and  extensive  business 
employing  a  number  of  hands. 

In  1873  Mr.  O'Neil  removed  to  Eaton  County, 
and  bought  a  farm  in  Roxana  Township,  where  he 
has  since  resided.  In  1866,  Mr.  O'Neil  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Melita  Moulton,  a  native  of 
Ontario,  N.  Y.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Thomas 
and  Elizabeth  (Hannah)  Moulton.  Mrs.  O'Neil's 
father  is  a  native  of  New  York,  born  February  1, 
1815  and  the  mother  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
born  February  15,  1821.  She  died  in  1862.  The 
father  still  lives  at  Alabama,  Mich.  He  came  to 
this  State  in  1845.  Some  time  in  the  year  1849  he 
went  by  the  overland  route  to  California,  suffering 
many  hardships  on  the  way  and  remained  in  that 
State  for  about  five  years.  Mr.  Moulton  besides 
farming  also  engaged  in  other  work.  He  is  a  zeal- 
ous Christian,  a  prominent  Sunday-school  teacher, 
also  a  teacher  in  the  district  schools  and  a  fine  mai  . 
Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  had  five  children 
three  living  two  dving  in  infancy.    Those  living*  .-ile 
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Alice,  Ada  and  Elmer.  Mrs.  O'Neil  is  an  intelli- 
gent lady  and  engaged  in  the  occupation  of  teach- 
ing both  before  and  since  her  marriage.  She  taught 
the  first  term  when  but  fifteen  years  old,  getting 
$2  per  week  for  her  work.  Her  daughters  are  grad- 
uates of  the  Charlotte  High  School,  and  are  both 
engaged  in  teaching.  Her  son  is  now  attending 
the  Agricultural  College  at  Lansing.  Mr.  O'Neil 
is  the  owner  of  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  the  county, 
upon  which  is  laid  six  miles  of  tiling.  Everything 
on  this  farm,  containing  one  hundred  and  forty 
acres,  is  kept  in  apple-pie  order.  He  has  a  large 
commodious  house  and  convenient  barns  and  other 
buildings.  For  several  years  he  has  been  engaged 
in  breeding  and  raising  full-blooded  Shropshire 
sheep  and  has  some  fine  specimens  on  his  farm  and 
is  the  owner  of  the  finest  flocks  of  sheep  in  the 
county.  He  takes  greater  pride  in  thesa  flocks 
than  in  any  other  stock  upon  his  farm,  taking  espe- 
cial pains  in  showing  them  to  friends  and  visitors, 
and  ably  explaining  to  them  their  best  qualities. 
In  politics  Mr.  O'Neil  casts  his  vote  for  the  Repub- 
lican party.  His  life  has  been  characterised  by 
industry,  punctuality  and  honesty,  traits  which 
always  insure  success,  and  he  has  prospered  abun- 
dantly. 

- — %m%- — - 


THOMAS  WILLIAMS,  one  of  the  oldest 
employes  of  the  Michigan  Central  Railroad 
was  born  in  Wales,  March  14,  1820.  He  is 
a  son  of  Robert  and  Sarah  (Evans)  Williams,  na- 
tives of  Wales,  who  emigrated  to  America  and  lo- 
cated in  Portage  County,  Ohio.  Here  Robert 
Williams  took  up  wild  land  and  hewed  out  a  home 
from  the  wilderness.  The  Grst  house  was  built  of 
round  logs.  He  came  to  this  country  in  limited 
circumstances  and  with  a  large  family,  and  by  dint 
of  earnest  effort,  industry  and  economy  he  made  a 
handsome  competency,  and  long  ago  supplanted 
the  old  log  house  by  a  comfortable  farm  house. 

The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Williams 
were  named  as  follows:  Elizabeth,  who  married 
Henry  Vane  and  died  in  Ohio;  Thomas  and  Will- 
iam, twins.  The  latter  is  now  living  in  Kent 
Gounty,  Mich.,  and   is  married   to  Susan  Helsel; 


Jane,  the  wife  of  Ebenezer  Hollister  who  lives  in 
Portage  County,  Ohio;  Robert,  who  died  in  Joliet, 
111.  Sarah,  the  wife  of  John  M.  Thomas,  of  Portage 
County,  Ohio;  Shadraek,  who  enlisted  in  an  Ohio 
regiment  and  died  at  Covington,  Ky. ;  and  Meshack 
who  died  at  the  age  of  four  years. 

This  worthy  couple  were  earnest  and  devoted 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  were  honest 
upright  citizens,  who  were  highly  respected.  They 
were  sincere  Christians  and  the  mother  used  often 
to  carry  a  two-year-old  child  in  her  arms  to  church 
rather  than  to  neglect  the  attendance  upon  services. 
They  both  died  in  Portage  County.  Their  children 
were  reared  in  a  log  cabin  and  had  few  opportuni- 
ties for  education. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  married  in  Portage 
County,  Ohio,  September  14,  1843.  His  bride  was 
Miss  Esther  Shaw,  a  sister  of  Judge  Shaw,  of  Eaton 
Rapids.  By  this  union  there  were  eight  children, 
namely:  Mary  (deceased)  who  was  the  wife  of 
Martin  Rouse;  George  M.,  (deceased)  who  had 
married  Miss  Tillie  Rising,  of  Port  Huron;  Henry, 
who  married  Miss  Mary  Dancer  and  resides  in 
Bureau,  111.,  and  serves  as  conductor  on  the  Rock 
Island  Railroad;  Elsie  M.,  the  wife  of  W.  B.  Rouse 
of  Bay  City.  This  gentleman  is  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal business  men  there  in  the  line  of  lumber  and 
salt;  Pearl  W.,  a  telegraph  operator  married  Miss 
Hattie  Keys,  of  Detroit  where  they  reside;  Daisy, 
now  Mrs.  George  F.  Buyder,  of  Sheffield,  111., 
where  her  husband  is  a  hardware  merchant;  and 
Emma  and  Lewis  (deceased). 

In  1854  Mr.  Williams  came  to  Kent  County, 
Mich.,  and  in  I860  made  his  home  in  Eaton  Rapids 
where  he  has  since  resided.  He  took  part  in  the 
War  of  the  Rebellion,  enlisting  in  the  Tenth  Michi- 
gan Infantry,  Company  K,  September  15,  1863. 
He  was  mustered  into  service  at  Grand  Rapids,  and 
saw  service  in  the  guerrilla  warfare.  He  was  taken 
sick  at  Camp  Nelson  and  was  sent  on  to  Crab  Or- 
chard and  afterward  to  the  hospital  at  Detroit, 
where  he  came  near  to  death.  He  was  mustered 
out  of  service  March  20,  1865.  Upon  the  Fourth 
of  July,  the  same  year  while  venting  his  patriotism 
still  further  by  firing  a  salute,  he  had  a  serious 
accident,  losing  a  portion  of  one  hand,  breaking  a 
bone  in  the  other  wrist  and  losing  one  eye.     For 
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eighteen  years  he  has  had  charge  of  the  crossing  of 
the  Michigan  Central  Railroad  with  the  Lake  Shore 
and  Michigan  Southern  Railroad  and  since  he  has 
been  there,  there  has  never  been  an  accident.  His 
faithfulness  and  efficiency  in  this  position  of  re- 
sponsibility gives  a  feeling  of  security  to  all  whose 
business  or  pleasure  takes  them  across  this  important 
junction.  In  politics  he  has  always  adhered  to  the 
principles  of  the  Republican  party  and  he  is  a 
member  of  Post  No.  Ill,  G.  A.  R. 


EYI  W.  WILTON,  the  most  prominent 
horticulturist  in  Eaton  County,  has  a  pleas- 
ant location  on  sections  9  and  16,  Kalamo 
Township.  He  has  twenty  acres  in  a  bearing  or- 
chard, and  is  the  most  extensive  apple-grower  in  the 
county,  making  more  money  out  of  his  fruit  than 
any  other  man  in  the  township  does  by  fanning. 
His  crop  for  the  year  1890  brought  him  in  almost 
$1,900.  Mr.  Wilton  takes  great  pains  with  his 
orchard,  pruning  his  trees  and  mulching  them  thor- 
oughly, while  fully  live  hundred  bushels  of  ashes 
are  scattered  around  the  trunks  as  far  as  the  limbs 
extend. 

John  and  Anna  Wilton,  parents  of  our  subject, 
were  natives  of  England,  whence  they  emigrated 
soon  after  their  marriage.  They  made  their  home 
in  Lorain  County,  Ohio,  for  fifteen  years,  occupy- 
ing fifty  acres  of  land  which  the  husband  reclaimed 
from  its  raw  condition,  and  made  useful  to  man. 
In  order  to  acquire  more  land  he  came  to  this  State 
in  1852,  and  settled  in  Eaton  County,  where  he 
bought  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  timber. 
He  removed  the  forest  growth,  built  a  frame  house 
and  other  buildings,  and  operated  the  place  until 
his  death  in  1874,  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven  years. 
Farming  wras  his  lifework,  but  he  paid  considerable 
attention  to  fruit-growing  and  had  the  nicest  or- 
chard in  the  vicinity  at  the  time.  He  voted  the 
Republican  ticket  and  was  an  active  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  holding  a  place  upon 
the  official  board.  He  helped  to  build  the  house 
of  worship  in  Kalamo,  and  took  a  part  in  other 
worthy  enterprises.     He  lost  his  wife  soon  after 


coming  hither,  her  death  taking  place  in  Kalamo  in 
1859.  Their  family  comprises  three  sons  and  three 
daughters,  the  second  on  the  roll  being  Levi  W. 

This  gentleman  was  born  in  Lorain  County,  Ohio, 
four  miles  from  Oberlin,  March  24,  1842,  and  there 
grew  to  the  age  of  ten  years.  He  then  came  W'est 
with  his  parents,  making  the  journey  with  a  span  of 
horses  and  a  covered  wagon,  and  being  seven  days 
en  route.  In  his  native  State  young  Wilton  at- 
tended the  log  schoolhouse  and  gained  quite  an  in- 
sight into  the  more  practical  branches,  to  which 
knowledge  he  added  during  the  winter  seasons  after 
coming  West.  In  the  intervals  of  his  school  life  he 
bore  a  share  in  the  development  of  the  new  farm, 
whence  he  hauled  produce  to  Marshall  with  oxen, 
the  trip  consuming  two  days. 

When  he  was  eighteen  years  old  young  Wilton 
began  to  work  out  by  the  month  and  continued  so 
to  do  two  years.  He  then  bought  eighty  acres  of 
timber  land  on  section  22,  Kalamo  Township, 
erected  some  necessary  buildings  thereon  and 
cleared  ten  acres  on  which  he  sowed  wheat.  In 
the  fall  he  went  to  the  oil  regions  of  Warren 
County,  Pa.,  and  engaged  in  teaming,  remaining 
there  about  two  years.  During  the  first  year  he 
sold  his  Michigan  land  and  bought  another  tract  of 
eighty  acres,  forty  of  which  was  improved.  On 
his  return  from  the  oil  country  in  1866  he  located 
on  his  farm,  and  with  the  means  which  he  had  ac- 
quired placed  it  in  quite  good  condition  and 
established  himself  well  in  his  chosen  work.  In 
March,  1884,  he  sold  the  land  and  paid  $5,000  for 
eighty  acres  on  section  16,  which  he  still  holds.  In 
1887  he  bought  atwent}r  on  section  9,  thus  making 
up  his  present  beautiful  farm.  The  eighty-acre 
tract  had  an  orchard  just  coming  into  bearing. 

Ever  since  Mr.  Wilton  began  as  a  farmer  he  has 
made  a  specialty  of  sheep  and  has  imported  fleece- 
bearers  from  the  East.  He  has  the  finest  Merino 
rams  in  the  township  and  from  one  hundred  to  one 
hundred  and  fifty  ewes.  He  frequently  takes  the 
first  and  second  premiums  on  sheep  at  the  fairs  and 
also  carries  off  many  prizes  for  horses  and  colts. 
His  equines  are  Percheron-Normans.  He  has  ex- 
cellent facilities  for  stock-raising,  as  his  pastures 
contain  living  springs  and  the  grazing  is  remarka- 
bly fine.     It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  he  ha§ 
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raised  and  sold  more  sheep  than  any  other  man  in 
the  township  and  is  excelled  in  this  by  but  one 
gentleman  in  the  county.  Ten  acres  of  his  land  is 
sugar  bush,  from  which  he  makes  five  hundred  or 
more  pounds  per  year.  He  not  only  ships  his  own 
fruH  but  also  buys  from  other  growers,  shipping 
from  Verrnontville  to  a  Philadelphia  dealer. 

In  1863  Mr.  Wilton  secured  that  best  of  bless- 
ings— a  good  wife,  being  wedded  to  Miss  Julia 
Bissell,  daughter  of  Adelia  Bisseil,  one  of  the  early 
settlers  in  Ohio,  in  which  State  the  daughter  was 
born.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilton  there  have  been 
born  five  children  upon  whom  the  names  of  Laura, 
Alfred,  Orrie,  Eva  and  May  were  bestowed.  The 
first-borns  who  pursued  the  higher  studies  in  Olivet 
College  and  taught  for  some  time,  is  now  the  wife 
of  II.  Wilson.  The  others  are  with  their  parents 
except  Orrie,  who  has  preceded  them  to  the  better 
land.  Alfred  is  a  capable  young  man,  who  spent 
considerable  time  at  Valparaiso,  (Ind.)  College. 

Mr.  Wilton  has  been  a  member  of  the  Eaton 
County  Horticultural  Society  and  in  1886  attended 
the  United  States  Horticultural  meeting  at  Grand 
Rapids.  He  is  a  member  of  and  shareholder  in  the 
Kalamo  Horse  Company  and  has  been  Chairman  of 
the  Executive  Committee  since  the  organization 
was  perfected.  He  is  Past  Master  of  the  Grange 
and  belongs  to  the  Masonic  Lodge  in  Kalamo.  His 
Republican  principles  are  of  the  true-blue  color 
and  year  after  year  he  is  a  delegate  to  the  county 
convention  and  has  frequently  been  sent  to  that  of 
the  State.  He  was  Commissioner  of  Highways  two 
terms,  Township  Treasurer  two  terms  and  School 
Cirector  twelve  years,  and  in  each  official  station 
proved  himself  competent  and  trustworthy.  His 
church  membership  is  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Society  in  Kalamo  and  he  is  Trustee  and  has  been 
Steward.  His  personal  qualities  are  agreeable  and 
he  and  his  estimable  wife  are  honored  residents  of 
the  village,  from  which  Mr.  Wilton  superintends 
his  estate. 

^^ATHAN   SAYRE    emigrated    in    1840    to 

[(    ))]  Eaton  County,  Mich.,  from  Orange  County, 

ji\M^  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  born  January  5,  1884. 

His  mother  died  when  he  was  but  £  little  one  of 


three  years,  and  he  went  with  his  father  to  Steu- 
ben County  where  this  parent  died  when  the  boy 
was  but  fifteen  years  old,  and  the  orphan  lad  was 
bound  out  to  a  man  who  followed  the  business  of 
tanning  which  trade  he  learned  and  followed  up 
to  the  time  when  he  came  to  Michigan. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  married  in  El- 
mira,  N.  Y.,  February  11,  1830,  to  Miss  Eliza  E. 
Kirkendall,  who  was  born  in  Cayuga  County, 
N.  Y.,  April  16,  1809.  By  this  union  there  were 
born  the  following  children:  Sallie  H.,  born  No- 
vember 26,  1830,  died  July  28,  1888;  she  was  the 
wife  of  George  Rymer.  Louis,  born  June  18,  1833, 
died  August  7,  1834;  Priscilla  died  in  infancy; 
John  M.,  born  December  22,  1836;  Samuel  R., 
born  March  5,  1838,  died  December  3,  1847; 
Cornelius,  born  July  1,  1840,  died  at  the  age  of 
thirty -two  years;  Margaret  J.  married  Joseph 
Bailey  and  died  at  Twin  Lakes,  at  the  age  of 
thirty  two;  Nathan,  born  November  19,  1845,  en- 
listed in  the  Seventh  Michigan  Infantry  and  died 
of  disease  contracted  in  the  service;  George  W. 
was  born  February  9,  1847,  and  resides  in  Eaton 
County ;  Perry  died  in  infancy. 

In  1840  Mr.  Sayre  emigrated  to  Eaton  County, 
and  building  a  shanty,  took  up  forty  acres  of 
land  where  he  made  a  farm.  He  was  a  man  of 
consistent  Christian  character  and  highly  respected 
throughout  the  county  in  which  he  resided.  His 
death  occurred  in  1885.  His  widow  is  still  living 
at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years,  and  is  "only  wait- 
ing till  the  shadows  shall  a  little  longer  grow" 
before  she  shall  cross  the  river  to  meet  her  good 
husband  who  has  gone  before. 

/p^EN.  DANIEL  B.  AINGER,  of  the  firm  of 
||(  Ainger  &  Baxter,  editors  and  proprietors 

^yj|(  of  the  Charlotte  Republican,  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal journals  of  this  section  of  Michigan  is  one  of 
Eaton  County's  best  known  and  most  influential 
citizens.  He  devoted  the  opening  years  of  his 
manhood  to  the  service  of  his  country  in  the  Union 
army  during  the  late  Civil  War  and  since  then  has 
held  various  distinguished  military  offices  in  this. 
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State  and  is  prominent  as  a  politician  of  the  purest 
type,  whose  loyalty  and  devotion  to  the  Govern- 
ment are  above  suspicion. 

The  General  comes  of  well-known  families  that 
figured  in  the  pioneer  history  of  Ohio,  which  is  his 
native  State,  Bellevue,  Huron  County,  the  place  of 
his  birth,  and  March  9,  1844,  the  date  thereof.  His 
father,William  W.  Ainger, was  born  in  Perry  Town- 
ship, Genesee  County,  N.  Y.  He  was  descended  from 
good,  old  New  England  and  Revolutionary  stock. 
His  father's  name  was  Jesse  Ainger  and  he  was 
born  among  the  granite  hills  of  New  Hampshire. 
His  father,  who  was  a  patriotic  soldier  in  the  Rev- 
olution, removed  from  New  Hampshire  to  Caledo- 
nia, Vt.,  where  he  passed  his  remaining  years.  The 
grandfather  of  our  subject  was  reared  in  Caledonia 
County,  in  the  Green  Mountain  State,  whence  he 
removed  when  a  young  man  to  the  wilds  of  Gene- 
see County,  N.  Y.,  and  became  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  Perry  Township.  In  1831  he  once  more 
became  a  pioneer,  taking  his  family  to  the  virgin 
wilds  of  Ohio,  being  among  the  first  to  locate  at 
West  Andover,  in  Ashtabula  County.  He  bought 
a  tract  of  timbered  land  from  which  he  cleared  a 
good  farm  in  the  years  of  toil  that  preceded  his 
death,  December  25,  1863.  The  maiden  name  of 
his  wife  was  Anna  Kimball  Mann.  She  was  born 
in  Sandisfield,  Mass.,  and  died  on  the  old  home- 
stead at  West  Andover,  Ohio,  in  her  ninetieth  year. 
She  reared  four  children,  as  follows:  William  W., 
Charles  D.,  George  W.  and  a  daughter. 

William  W.  Ainger  was  a  boy  when  his  parents 
took  up  their  residence  in  Ohio,  and  there  he  was 
reared  amid  pioneer  scenes.  He  obtained  an  ex- 
cellent education,  and  as  he  had  a  taste  for  the 
legal  profession,  he  studied  law  under  the  instruc- 
tion of  that  eminent  lawyer,  Joshua  R.  Giddings, 
at  Jefferson,  Ohio.  He  opened  an  office  and  prac- 
ticed in  that  town  until  1842  when  he  removed  to 
Fremont.  He  was  actively  engaged  in  his  profes- 
sion at  that  place  untill  1846,  when  he  threw  aside 
his  vocation  to  offer  his  services  to  the  Govern- 
ment, which  was  then  engaged  in  a  war  with 
Mexico.  He  enlisted  in  Capt.  Bradley's  Company, 
which  was  a  part  of  the  First  Ohio  Regiment,  and 
was  soon  on  the  way  to  the  scene  of  operations. 
He   won  a  good  record  as  a  soldier,  and  served 


honorably  until  the  close  of  the  war.  On  his  re- 
turn to  Ohio,  he  took  up  his  residence  at  Chagrin 
Falls,  Cuyahoga  County,  that  State,  where  he  lived 
in  one  of  its  pleasantest  homes  until  death  rounded 
out  his  life  in  1861. 

The  father  of  our  subject  vvas  married  in  early 
manhood  at  Fremont,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Nancy  Brain- 
ard,  a  native  of  that  town.  Her  father,  Dr.  Daniel 
Brainard,  was  a  prominent  pioneer  physician  of 
that  place,  and  was  known  far  and  wide,  and 
greatly  respected  not  only  for  his  skill  and  success 
in  his  profession,  but  as  a  man  and  a  citizen.  He 
was  prominent  in  social  circles,  and  was  an  active 
member  of  the  lodge  that  was  named  in  his  honor. 
The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Fox,  and  she  was 
a  native  of  Lockport,  N.  Y.  She  was  a  resident  of 
Fremont,  Ohio,  at  the  time  of  her  death.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  died  at  Bryan,  Ohio,  in  1876. 
She  reared  the  following  five  children — Marcia, 
Daniel  B.,  Charles  F.  who  is  deceased,  Clara  and 
Frank  B. 

Daniel  B.  Ainger  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Chagrin  Falls.  He  was  scarcely  more 
than  a  boy  when  the  great  conflict  between  the 
North  and  South  broke  out.  He  watched  its  course 
with  intense  interest  and  finally  offered  his  young 
life  to  assist  in  preserving  the  Union,  animated  by 
the  same  patriotic  spirit  that  had  caused  his  great 
grandsire  to  help  his  fellow-colonists  to  carry  on 
the  revolution  that  freed  this  Government  from 
English  rule,  and  in  a  later  day  made  his  father 
give  his  services  to  his  country  in  its  struggle  with 
Mexico.  Enlisting  in  the  army  in  1861  our  subject 
became  a  member  of  Company  K,  Second  Ohio 
Cavalry,  and  for  eighteen  months  was  at  the  front 
doing  his  share  of  fighting  in  many  a  hard  con- 
tested battle.  The  many  hardships  and  privations 
that  he  was  called  upon  to  endure  proved  too  much 
for  his  constitution,  and  he  was  discharged  on  ac- 
count of  disability,  and  returned  home.  His  loyal 
spirit  was  not  quenched,  however,  and  as  soon  as 
he  was  able  to  shoulder  a  rifle  again,  he  re-enlisted 
becoming  a  member  of  Company  A,  Twenty-third 
Infantry,  which  was  commanded  by  Col.  R.  B. 
Hayes.  He  remained  with  his  regiment  until  the 
close  of  the  war,  and  showed  splendid  soldierly 
qualities  that  bnv-e  since  given  bim   high  military 
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positions.  Among  the  most  important  battles  in 
which  he  took  part,  we  may  mention  Cloj'd  Moun- 
tain, Winchester,  Charlestown,  Cedar  Creek  and 
Fisher's  Hill.  He  was  honorably  discharged  after 
the  cessation  of  hostilities,  and  returned  to  his  old 
home. 

Gen.  Ainger  laid  the  foundation  of  his  career  as 
a  journalist  in  the  printing  office  of  the  Fremont 
Journal,  which  he  entered  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  and  there  he  gained  a  thorough  knowledge 
of  the  art  preservative.  Subsequently  for  a 
period  of  nine  years  he  was  proprietor  of  the 
Signal  at  Napoleon,  Ohio,  and  later  he  published 
the  Press  at  Bryan,  in  that  State.  Armed  with 
this  experience  in  the  editorial  profession,  in  1877 
he  purchased  the  Charlotte  Republican,  and  from 
the  Qrst  he  has  made  it  one  of  the  foremost  journals 
of  Southern  Michigan,  whose  influence  is  felt  in 
molding  public  opinions  on  all  the  important 
questions  of  the  day,  and  which  has  been  potent 
in  forwarding  the  highest  interests  of  city  and 
county,  as  well  as  in  keeping  its  many  readers  well 
informed  on  current  topics  and  the  affairs  of  this 
and  other  countries.  It  is  broad  and  catholic  in 
spirit  and  always  soundly  Republican.  Since  1885 
the  General  has  had  the  able  assistance  of  C.  E. 
Baxter,  a  bright  young  journalist,  in  his  work,  as 
he  then  sold  that  gentleman  a  third  interest  in  his 
paper. 

Gen.  Ainger  was  happily  married  November  29, 
1867,  to  Miss  Fanny  (Ohio)  Rhodes,  a  native  of 
Springfield,  Ohio,  and  a  daughter  of  Joshua  and 
Martha  Rhodes.  They  have  established  a  very 
attractive  home  in  this  city,  which  is  the  centre  of 
a  charming  hospitality,  which  is  often  enjoyed  by 
their  many  friends.  Their  pleasant  household  is 
completed  by  their  two  daughters — Lulu  and  Jesse. 

Our  subject  is  one  of  the  foremost  members  of 
the  Republican  party  in  this  part  of  Michigan,  and 
his  splendid  equipment  of  brain  and  energy  well 
fits  him  for  leadership  among  the  men  of  like  politi- 
cal faith,  and  his  high  character  and  native  ability 
eminently  qualify  him  for  the  positions  of  honor  to 
which  from  time  to  time  he  has  been  called.  He 
has  served  as  Chairman  of  the  County  Republican 
Committee,  and  is  prominent  in  the  councils  of  his 
party  as  a  member  of  the  Executive  Board  of  the 


Republican  State  Central  Committee.  During  the 
administration  of  his  old  commander,  President 
Hayes,  he  was  Postmaster  at  Washington,  D.  C. 
For  four  years  he  was  Adjutant  General  of  the 
State  of  Michigan  with  the  rank  of  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral during  the  administration  of  Gov.  Luce.  He 
has  been  a  delegate  to  numerous  county,  district 
and  State  conventions,  and  has  been  an  alternate 
to  two  National  conventions.  Nowhere  are  the 
General's  services  more  valued,  however,  than  as  a 
member  of  the  School  Board  of  this  city  which  he 
makes  his  home,  as  he  has  done  much  to  advance 
education  in  this  municipality.  Socially,  our  sub- 
ject is  at  present  the  Commander  of  A.  S.  Williams 
Post,  No.  40,  G.  A.  R. :  and  Past  Commander  of 
Columbia  Commandery,  No.  2,  K.  T.,  Washington, 
D.  C.jand  Past  Commander  of  Charlotte  Com- 
mandery, No.  37,  K.  T. 


ANIEL  BOATMAN,  one  of  the  early  set- 
tlers of  Eaton  County,  was  born  in  Portage 
County,  Ohio,  February  16,  1838.  His 
father,  Henry  Boatman,  was  born  in  Bucks  County, 
Pa.,  and  with  his  wife,  Elizabeth  (Goss)  Boatman, 
emigrated  in  1806  to  Columbiana  County,  Ohio, 
where  they  were  among  the  early  pioneers.  In 
1854  they  came  to  Hamlin  Township,  Eaton  County, 
Mich.  They  had  a  large  family  of  children,  who 
bore  the  names  of  John,  Barnabas,  George,  Solo- 
mon, Henry,  Charles,  William,  Daniel,  David,  Re- 
becca, Catherine,  Mary  and  Ann. 

The  father  of  our  subject  came  to  Eaton  County 
in  1854,  and  there  purchased  a  farm  and  erected 
a  log  house.  He  was  of  French  and  his  wife  of 
German  descent,  and  he  was  reared  in  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church.  Barnabas,  the  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  a  soldier  upon  a  French  priva- 
teer, and  being  taken  prisoner  was  carried  to 
Philadelphia  where  he  was  released.  He  then  re- 
enlisted  under  Gen.  La  Fayette  and  served  in  the 
Revolutionary  War.  His  father  was  a  soldier  in 
the  war  between  France  and  Germany. 

Daniel  Boatman  came  with  his  parents  to  Eaton 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


827 


County,  Mich.,  and  in  1867  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Mary  Matheas,  a  daughter  of 
Lewis  and  Ly dia  Ann  Matheas,  natives  of  Mary- 
land, who  emigrated  to  Eaton  County  in  1862. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Daniel  Boatman  are  the  parents  of 
ten  children,  namely:  George,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy; Julia  E.,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Charles 
Williams,  of  Hamlin  Township;  William  F.,  Leo- 
nora 0.,  Nellie  J.,  Herbert  II.,  Clyde  J.,  Ernest 
L.  D.,  Alma  A.  and  an  infant.  Mr.  Boatman  has 
been  identified  with  the  country  for  thirty-six 
years  and  has  seen  its  many  changes  from  a  wil- 
derness to  a  populous  community.  In  politics  he 
is  a  Democrat  and  has  al^aj-s  affiliated  with  that 
party.  One  grandchild,  the  daughter  of  Mrs. 
Williams,  Myrtle  Ethel  by  name,  delights  the 
hearts  of  the  grandparents. 


_gy=^> 


ILAS  ANSON.  This  gentleman  is  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  barrels  and  other 
cooperage  in  Bellevue,  Eaton  County,  and 
although  he  has  passed  the  ninety-first 
milestone  on  life's  journey  he  is  still  able  to  super- 
intend his  shop.  He  is  remarkably  well  preserved, 
retaining  the  activity  which  made  him  a  conspic- 
ous  figure  in  Bellevue  affairs  when  the  town  was 
less  populous  than  now  and  more  in  need  of  ener- 
getic and  progressive  citizens.  It  is  seldom  indeed 
that  we  meet  a  man  who  can  look  back  over  so 
long  a  period  of  national  history,  and  the  remin- 
iscences of  Mr.  Anson  are  intensely  interesting. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  bore  the  same 
name  as  himself  and  was  a  Captain  in  the  Colonial 
army  during  the  War  for  Independence.  He  was 
the  son  of  another  Silas  Anson,  who  was  born  in 
England  but  died  in  New  York.  The  family 
home  was  in  Dutchess  County  until  1816,  when 
Jonathan  Anson,  father  of  our  subject,  removed  to 
Ontario  County,  where  he  improved  a  farm.  He 
later  went  to  Rochester  with  his  children,  and 
finally  came  to  this  State  on  a  visit  and  died  at 
the  home  of  our  subject  in  1855.  He  was  then 
eighty-two  years  old.  In  politics  he  was  a  Demo- 
crat.    In   religion  he  was    first   a  Methodist   and 


later  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church.  His  wife 
was  Lois  Finch,  a  native  of  the  same  county  as 
himself  and  a  daughter  of  Abe  Finch,  a  New  York 
farmer,  whose  ancestors  were  English.  She  died 
in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.  She  was  the  mother  of 
ten  children,  three  of  whom  are  now  living.  The 
third  in  order  of  birth  in  the^family  was  Silas,  who 
was  born  in  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  March  20, 
1800.  He  began  his  education  in  a  subscription 
school,  but  before  he  had  completed  his  studies 
the  free  school  system  was  introduced. 

Young  Anson  was  sixteen  years  old  when  his 
parents  removed  to  Ontario  County  and  he  still 
remained  with  them,  although  two  years  after  the 
removal  he  began  working  at  the  cooper's  trade, 
which  was  one  of  the  best  at  that  period.  He  put 
up  a  shop  on  his  father's  farm  and  hired  a  cooper, 
thus  carrying  on  a  good  business.  He  left  home 
when  twenty-two  years  old  and  went  to  Rochester, 
where  he  worked  at  his  trade  three  years,  and  he 
then  set  up  a  shop  in  Canandaigua  Township, 
Ontario  County.  He  carried  on  his  work  there 
until  1854  and  had  a  force  of  from  five  to  ten  men 
employed,  giving  his  attention  principally  to  the 
manufacture  of  flour  barrels.  He  owned  a  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  which  he  rented, 
and  after  a  time  sold,  buying  other  property 
instead.  When  business  became  dull  he  came 
West,  his  chief  object  being  to  give  his  sons  a 
better  start  in  the  world  than  was  possible  at  his 
old  home.  He  came  to  this  State  in  the  fall  of 
1854,  traveling  to  Detroit  on  a  boat,  and  coming 
on  to  Marshall  by  rail,  and  selecting  Bellevue  for 
his  future  home  opened  a  cooper  shop  which  he 
has  continued  to  carry  on.  He  owns  the  shop  and 
lot  and  eight  acres  besides  within  the  corporation. 

In  Hopewell,  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1824, 
Mr.  Anson  was  married  to  Miss  Susan  Uttley,  a 
native  of  Monroe  County  and  daughter  of  William 
Uttley,  a  miller.  Mr.  Anson  suffered  an  irrepara- 
ble loss  in  1873,  when  his  faithful  wife  departed 
this  life.  They  had  nine  children:  Adeline  C, 
widow  of  M.  O.  Doolittle,  who  lives  in  Marshall; 
Mar}%  wife  of  George  W.  Hunn,  living  in  New 
York;  Austin  M.,  a  resident  of  Dakota;  Horace,  a 
mail  carrier  in  Homer;  A.  J.,  a  grain  dealer  in 
Marshalltown,  Iowa,  and  a  veteran  of  the  late  war; 
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Libbie,  wife  of  John  T.  Wilson,  a  banker  in  Char- 
lotte; John  M.,  a  Union  veteran  living  in  Bellevue; 
Myron  S.,  who  was  drowned  March  13,  1890, 
while  fishing;  Marshall,  another  veteran  whose 
home  is  in  Dakota. 

Mr.  Anson  is  a  Knight  Templar  and  is  the  oldest 
Mason  in  the  State.  He  became  identified  with  the 
order  in  1823,  and  was  also  an  Odd  Fellow,  now 
demitted.  He  has  been  Justice  of  the  Peace  two 
terms,  was  Commissioner  of  Highways  for  some 
time,  and  has  been  Marshal  and  Village  Trustee  of 
Bellevue.  He  is  a  lifelong  Democrat  and  has  never 
voted  any  ticket  other  than  the  one  which  he  first 
deposited  when  Andrew  Jackson  was  a  candidate 
for  the  Presidency.  He  has  been  instrumental  in 
securing  railroad  accommodation  through  Bellevue 
and  has  in  other  ways  advanced  the  interests  of 
the  community. 


bEWIS  MYERS.  This  progressive  young 
farmer  is  carrying  on  a  large  estate  and  has 
his  hands  full  in  looking  after  its  varied  in- 
terests, but  seems  to  be  no  more  anxious  and  har- 
assed than  many  with  half  the  work  he  attends  to. 
The  spirit  of  the  later  generations  seems  to  enable 
them  to  push  on  without  showing  over  anxiety, 
and  Mr.  Myers  has  been  well  trained  in  the  voca- 
tion to  which  he  gives  his  attention  and  is  therefore 


well  qualified  to  look  after  extensive  interests.  He 
is  carrying  on  his  father's  estate  in  Rutland  Town- 
ship, Barry  County,  and  has  two  hundred  and 
ninety  acres  under  his  charge,  besides  farming  other 
tracts  in  the  neighborhood. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  are  Leo  and  Cather- 
ine (Stickiey)  Myers,  natives  respectively  of  Ger- 
many and  Switzerland.  The  father  came  to  America 
when  but  twelve  years  old,  accompanying  his  par- 
ents across  the  ocean  in  1846.  After  his  marriage 
he  settled  in  New  York  but  soon  came  to  this  State 
and  in  1862  located  where  the  son  now  lives.  His 
first  purchase  was  of  one  hundred  and  ten  acres  on 
section  32,  and  his  property  was  increased  by  in- 
dustrious and  well-directed  efforts.  He  and  his 
wife  now  live  in  Hastings,  enjojTing  merited  ease 
and  restful  pleasure.  They  are  members  of  the 
Hastings  Catholic  Church.  Their  family  includes 
Lewis,  Josephine,  Libbie,  Edward,  Catherine  and 
Rosa. 

Lewis  Myers  was  born  in  Bedford,  this  State, 
June  2,  1861,  and  was  reared  on  a  farm,  with  the 
advantages  of  the  common  schools.  In  these  days 
all  who  desire  can  obtain  a  goodly  amount  of  prac- 
tical knowledge  and  this  has  been  the  case  with 
our  subject.  He  was  married  April  12,  1887,  to 
Miss  Cora  Withey,  daughter  of  Frank  Withey,  and 
the  young  couple  have  two  children:  Leo  E.  and 
Francis.  Mrs.  Myers  is  a  well-informed,  capable, 
and  pleasant  lady,  and  one  who  understands  the 
art  of  making  a  comfortable  home.  She  and  her 
husband  belong  to  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 
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PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHY  ALBUM  OF  BARRY  AND  EATON 
COUNTIES 

RECEIVED:   Full  leather  binding,  one  on,  two  off. 
Leather  abraded  on  edges  and  spine.   Leather  joints 
weak,  cloth  interior  joints  were  splitting  in  front, 
completely  split  in  back.   Decorated  endpapers  in 
good  condition  but  stained  by  leather  turn- ins. 
Sewing  is  two  on  with  three  recessed  cords.   Thread 
is  broken  where  it  passes  over  cords. 

TREATMENT:   Picked  to  pieces.   Reinforced  signa- 
ture folds  as  needed.   Resewed  one  on  over  four 
tapes  with  new  end  papers.   Made  a  case-style 
binding  using  new  leather  back  and  old  boards. 
Pasted  old  back  to  new  leather.   Pasted  old  pattern- 
ed endpaper  to  new  endpaper. 

MATERIALS:   PROMATCO  endsheet  paper,  reinforcing 
paper,  lining  paper,  nylon  tissue.   Hays  linen 
thread,  cotton  tapes,  cotton  headbands,  Oasis 
morocco  leather,  Talas  #30  whea^t  paste',  Ehlermans 
LAL  215  P.V.A.  "/'" 
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